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ISSUE:  GENERAL 
60 MINUTES 

7P-8P 

“Golf Company” – This is a report on Company G, 2
nd

 Battalion, 8
th
 Marine regiment in 

Afghanistan, who is battling the enemy in Helmand Province. Sent there as part of President 

Obama’s troop buildup, they are part of a new plan to separate the enemy from the people, and 

then convince the Afghans to support their government. US forces are now being told to protect 

civilians, even if the enemy gets away. 

 

11/01/09 

“The Movie Pirates” – The is an investigation of crimmals who copy films, sometimes before the 

movies even reach the theater, and distribute them illegally via the Internet and DVD’s, costing 

Hollywood billions in lost revenue.  Those interviewed in this segment are Los Angeles Detective 

Rick Ishitani; Motion Picture Association of America investigator Gary Kissinger, and John 

Malcolm, former Justice Department official. 

 

12/13/09 

“President Obama” – This was an interview with President Barack Obama, his first since his 

speech at West Point announcing his troop buildup in Afghanistan.  He talks about his plans for 

Afghanistan and Pakistan, the economy, the creation of jobs and the pending health care bills.  He 

also reacts to the breach of security at the white house state dinner. 

 

ISSUE:  ECOMONY 
60 Minutes 

7P-8P 

12/20/09 

“The Long Recession” – This is a follow up to The Winter of Our Hardship.  This is a report on 

Wilmington, Ohio, to see how residents are coping a year after thousands of them lost their jobs 

when DHL, the town’s largest employer, shut down.  Those interviewed in this segment were Jim 

Curtis, who lost his job and his home; Lora Walker, who lost her job at DHL; Dr. Seema 

Nadkarni, who ran a now-shuttered pediatric clinic; and David Rasizk Mayor of Wilmington. 

 

ISSUES: ENVIROMENTAL 
60 MINUTES  

7P-8P 

10/04/09 

“130 Million Tons of Waste” – this is a report on the health risks caused by the improper 

disposal of coal ash, which contains mercury, arsenic, lead and other toxic metals.  Problems 

occurred in Kingston, Tennessee, where coal ash disposed by the Tennessee Valley Authority 

(TVA) eventually spilled into the Emory River; and I Chesapeake, Virginia, where coal ash was 

spread under a golf course.  Those interviewed in this segment were Jim Roewer, lobbyist for the 

power industry; Leo Francendese, environmentalist for the Environmental Protection Agency 

(EPA); Gary Topmiller; resident who lives near the Emory River; Anda Ray, who oversees 

environmental policy at the TVA; Lisa Jackson, head of the EPA; Ted Yoakam, lawyer from 

Virginia; Robyn Pierce and Stacy Moorman, who live across the street from the contaminated 

golf course. 
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ISSUES: ENVIROMENTAL - continued 
60 MINUTES  

7P-8P 

11/15/09 

“Resurrecting Eden” – This is a report on the restoration of Iraq’s marchlands.  After the 1991 

Gulf War, Saddam Jussein spent millions of dollars exterminating an ancient civilization called 

the “Ma’dan” or Marsh Arabs, for supporting the uprising against him.  By building six canals to 

divert the water of the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers out into the desert and the Persian Gulf, he all 

but destroyed their way of lefe in the area where many biblical scholars place the Garden of Eden.  

Now, American engineer Azzam Alwash, who grew up in the region, and his group “Natural 

Iraq”, have developed a plan to restore the marshes and bring back an ancient way of life. 

 

12/27/09 

“Running Dry” – This is a report about the three year drought in California which has caused 

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger to require town and cities across the state to reduce their water 

usage by twenty percent over the next ten years.  The cause for the drought and solutions to the 

problem are discussed.  Farmers claim the drought was caused by a federal judge’s order to turn 

down California’s main water pumps to protect a tiny fish, the Delta smelt.  Those interviewed 

are Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger; Todd Allen, a farmer in California’s Central Valley and 

Jeffrey Mount, founder of the Center for Watershed Sciences at the University of California. 

 

ISSUES: HEALTH 
60 MINUTES 

7P-8P 

10/18/09 

“H1N1” – This is a report on the H1N1 flu virus which is increasingly targeting young, healthy 

people and how the Center for Disease Control is fighting this pandemic.  Those interviewed 

were Dr. Michele Moss from the Arkansas Children’s Hospital in Little Rock; Chad Duvall, 

father of Luke, an H1N1 flu patient at the hospital; Rear Admiral Anne Schuchat, the CDC’s 

chief health officer in the war on H1N1; Dr. Sherif Zaki, pathologist; Dr. Peter Palese from 

Mount Sinai Medical Center in Manhattan, on of the nation’s top virologists. 

 

11/01/09 

“H1N1” – This is a report on the manufacture, distribution and safety of the H1N1 influenza 

vaccine.  For the first time, the public is allowed to see how and where the vaccine is made: in a 

sprawling facility in Pennsylvania, by Sanofi Pasteur, a French drug company.  Also includes an 

interview with Secretary of Health and Human Services Kathleen Sebelius, who is responsible for 

the vaccine program. 

 
11/22/09 

“The Cost of Dying” – This is a report on the high cost of end of life care, including procedures 

and surgeries that often times prolong patients’ lives, and how Medicare paid $50 billion just for 

doctors and hospital bills during their last months.  As President Obama and Congress address 

health care reform, these cost, which used to be a bipartisan issue, have become politically 

explosive, a perfect example of the health care costs that threaten to bankrupt the country.  This 

segment included interviews with Dr. Ira Byock, Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center, Lebanon, 

NH; Dr. Elliott Fisher, Dartmouth Institute for Health Policy. 

 

12/13/09 

“Growing Body Parts” – This is a report on regenerative medicine, the emerging technology of 

growing body parts by manipulating human stem cells into re-growing tissue and body parts, 

providing new hope for amputees and patients on organ transplant list. . 
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ISSUES: CRIME 
48 Hours:  

 8P-9P 

10/17/09 

“The Untold Story of Caylee Anthony” - Until June 2008, Casey Anthony, a 22 year old single 

mother, lived with her two year old daughter, Caylee in the Orlando Florida home of her parents, 

Cindy and George Anthony.  After a reported heated argument with her mother, she then moved 

out taking Caylee with kidnapped a month ago by her nanny, a woman named Zenaida 

Fernandez-Gonzalez.  After an intensive search, investigators came to doubt the existence of this 

woman.  In October 2008, Casey was charged with Caylee’s murder: she had not reported her 

daughter missing for a month, and then she allegedly lied to police. In December 2008, Caylee’s 

skeletal remains stuffed in plastic bags her mouth sealed with duct tape were discovered a short 

distance from her grandparents’ home.  
 

11/21/09 

“Catch Her If You Can” – This is a profile of Ester Elizabeth Reed—also know as Natalie 

Fisher, Natalie Bowman, Brook Henson and Jennifer Myers.  Since 1999, this high school 

dropout from a small Montana town assumed at least four different identities; scammed her way 

into Harvard and Columbia, and stole over $100,000 in student loans. In 2006 a federal grand 

jury in South Carolina handed down an indictment charging her with felony identity theft (in 

relation to missing person Brook Henson) and student loan fraud.  In February 2008, she was 

finally arrested in a Chicago suburb.  She plead quility to four felonies, and was sentenced to fifty 

one months in federal prison.  She is scheduled to be released in October 2011.  Despite pleading 

guility, she could still be charged in other case.  This segment includes with Ester Reed; Steven 

Rambam, Private investigator and 48 Hours consultant; John Bridge. 

 

12/19/09 

“The Birthday Party” – On January 21, 1998, the night before his 38
th
 birthday, federal 

prosecutor Stanley Alpert was walking home late at night in lower Manhattan, when he was 

kidnapped at gunpoint and held hostage for 25 hours before his captors, having learned the he 

was a federal prosecutor, decided to release him.  Before learning that fact, however, his 

kidnappers had intended to force him to withdraw $50,000 from his bank account, and had 

threatened Alpert’s own life and that of his father, if Alpert did not cooperate.  After his release, 

police was able, with Alpert’s help to track down his abductors.  The kidnappers identified only 

as Lucky, Ren, Sen and Louis received sentences ranging form 15 years to life.  Stanley Alpert 

has written a book about his ordeal. It’s called “The Birthday Party”. 
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CBS News Special: 

12/01/09 

“Presidential Address” – This was live coverage of President Obama’s address outlining the 

future course of America’s campaign in Afghanistan and America’s relationship with Pakistan.  

Origination: West Point Military Academy, Hew York. 


