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WLVR
Bethlehem, PA

Quarterly Program Topic Report
JULY 1 2021 – SEPTEMBER 30 2021

Issues:
AGRICULTURE/GARDENING

MEDICINE/HEALTH
VOTER INFORMATION / CIVIC ENGAGEMENT

GOVERNMENT

Programs:

AGRICULTURE/GARDENING

Series Title:    You Bet Your Garden
Episode Number:  149                          (different episode weekly)
Length:          60 Minutes
Airdate:         8/14/2021 12:00:00 PM
Service:         WLVR
Format:          Instructional
Segment Length:  00:7:00
Topics:           Gardening/HOME/FOOD

Description
Garden Guru, public radio host and former Organic Gardening Editor-in-Chief 
Mike McGrath tackles your toughest garden, lawn, and pest problems every 
week. 
    EPISODE 149; The Dreaded Squash Vine Borer
 In this new episode of YBYG, Mike details the 'Dreaded Squash Vine Borer' in 
the Question of the Week. Plus your 'Squishy Squashy' phone calls!!

MEDICINE/HEALTH
Series Title:    COMMUNITY CONVERSATION: BACK TO SCHOOL SAFETY
Episode Number:  2108
Length:          60 Minutes
Airdate:         08/27/2021 7:00 PM
Service:         WLVR
Format:          Public Forum / Educational information
Segment Length:  00:58:00
Topic:           Health

From WEBSITE
Back-to-school COVID-19 questions answered by health care professionals, 
educators, administrators and parents. Guests are Dr. Jeffrey Jahre, SLUHN; 
Dr. Nathan Hagstrom, LVHN; parent Suhkveen McClain; Shamim Pakzad, Saucon 
Valley School Board; Aaron Chapin, PSEA; and Tracey Hirner, of the Bethlehem 
Area School District. Hosted by Brittany Sweeney, PBS Health Reporter.
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VOTER INFORMATION / CIVIC ENGAGEMENT
Series Title:    WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW 
Episode Number:  VARIOUS

Length:          6 MINUTES
Airdate:         7/01/2021  THRU 8/31/2021 
Service:         WLVR
Format:          REVIEW
Segment Length:  FULL DURATION 6 minutes

FROM WEBSITE:
“What You Need to Know” began as a weekly feature that focused on the 2020 
Election, where WLVR’s Brad Klein and News Director Jen Rehill discuss the 
top stories in the Lehigh Valley and Pennsylvania surrounding the election so 
you could understand the process.

Now, the feature continues every Friday to cover COVID-19, politics and 
policy, and other top stories from the Lehigh Valley.

Get answers and find out “What You Need to Know” every Friday at 7:45 a.m. 
and 9:45 a.m. on 91.3 WLVR News.

---

Election time again, this time with too few poll workers and COVID in 
Northampton County Prison
September 24, 2021

This week: A look at mail-in and absentee ballots, their deadlines, and how 
to request them; a shortage of poll workers that could impact election day 
and getting timely results in November; and the latest update on Covid cases 
in Northampton County Prison. 

---
Senate-issues subpoena, COVID-19 closes an elementary school, Hispanic 
Heritage Month, and the Bethlehem Historic District is one step closer to 
World Heritage site status
September 17, 2021

This week: the Pennsylvania Senate issues subpoenas in an examination of the 
State’s past two elections; a Bethlehem elementary school is forced to close 
due to a Covid-19 outbreak; Hispanic Heritage Month begins; and the Bethlehem 
Historic District, headquarters of the Moravian Church seeks World Heritage 
District status from the UN. 

---
‘What You Need to Know’ remembers the 20th anniversary of 9/11
September 10, 2021

This week: a remembrance of 9/11 20 years later. Klein worked for NPR News in 
New York City that day, and Rehill, who had been based in Harrisburg, spent 
weeks covering the aftermath of Flight 93, which crashed in Shanksville, 
Somerset County, killing all aboard.
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---
Hurricane Ida, rising COVID-19 cases and masking in schools
September 3, 2021

This week: the remnants of Hurricane Ida bring deadly flooding to 
Pennsylvania; COVID-19 cases continue to rise; and the question of masking in 
schools continues to evolve with a statewide mandate coming from the 
Department of Health.

---

The surge of new COVID-19 cases, masks in schools, and the crisis in 
Afghanistan
August 27, 2021

This week: COVID-19 in Lehigh Valley kids, and the measures that area schools 
will be taking in the coming school year to alleviate some of the pandemic-
related hardships; and the effect of the US and coalition withdrawal from 
Afghanistan on veterans and others locally. 

---
COVID-19 numbers, mask mandates and bird feeders are back
August 20, 2021

This week: a detailed look at the latest COVID-19 numbers in Pennsylvania and 
locally; mask mandates in Lehigh Valley schools; and some qualified good news 
from the Pennsylvania Game Commission…bird feeders can go back up, after 
being discouraged for much of this summer.

---
Musikfest winds down, COVID-19 cases grow and reaching the unvaxxed
August 13, 2021

This week: Musikfest is ongoing, and raising some public health concerns due 
to the ongoing pandemic. Also, rates of infection in the Lehigh Valley 
continue to rise, and the Allentown Health Bureau is looking for creative 
ways to reach unvaccinated citizens. 

---
Musikfest, the COVID-19 resurgence and Joe Kovacs
August 6, 2021

This week: Musikfest is back, and that’s a boon to the local economy and 
toward a feeling of ‘normalcy’. But the Lehigh Valley is in the midst of a 
resurgence of Covid-19 cases. No one knows for sure how that will impact 
visitors to Musikfest this year. Also, Bethlehem native, Joe Kovacs wins 
silver in the Tokyo Olympics, competing in the shot put.
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---
The delta variant surge, staying safe at Musikfest, and President Joe Biden 
visits Macungie
July 30, 2021

This week: President Joe Biden’s visit to Mack Trucks Lehigh Valley 
Operations in Lower Macungie Township, the growing surge of new COVID-19 
cases due to the delta variant and dealing with what one health official 
describes Musikfest as a “public health nightmare even when we’re not in a 
pandemic.”

---

Gov. Wolf visits Bethlehem incubator, COVID-19 cases rise, and Musikfest 
prepares for in-person crowds
July 23, 2021

This week: Governor Tom Wolf’s visit to Bethlehem on Monday. He was in town 
to promote efforts to support start-up businesses, but also fielded questions 
on the role of employers in controlling the pandemic. And, looking ahead two 
weeks to the start of Musikfest, when hundreds of thousands will visit the 
Lehigh Valley at a time when COVID-19 restrictions are minimal, and rates of 
infection are expected to increase through the summer. 

---
Delta variant, Musikfest and the IronPigs sign the nation’s first scholar-
athlete
July 16, 2021

This week: the state of the COVID-19 delta variant in the Lehigh Valley; 
looking forward to Musikfest, when hundreds of thousands are expected to 
visit Bethlehem and the surrounding area; and the Lehigh Valley IronPigs 
achieve a national first by signing an endorsement deal with Lehigh 
University softball shortstop, Carly Barjaktarovich.

---

Delta variant, proposed election audit and kids get a do-over year
July 9, 2021

WLVR’s Brad Klein speaks with News Director Jen Rehill about the week’s top 
local news. This week: the Delta variant of COVID-19, and its danger to 
Pennsylvania’s unvaccinated, PA GOP efforts to start an Arizona-style audit 
of the past two elections, and school kids have the option this year for an 
academic do-over. 
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GOVERNMENT
Series Title:    LEHIGH COUNTY EXECUTIVE DEBATE

Length:          1 Hours
Airdate:         9/30/2021 7:00PM
Service:         WLVR
Format:          DEBATE
Segment Length:  FULL DURATION

On Thursday, September 30 at 7 p.m., PBS39 and 91.3 WLVR in partnership with 
The Morning Call, hosted a virtual debate with Lehigh County candidates.

The forum was moderated by WLVR News Director Jen Rehill, as well as Morning 
Call representative Tom Shortell. 

The moderators spoke with incumbent Lehigh County Executive Phillips 
Armstrong (D) and challenger Glenn Eckhart (R). 

 FROM WEBSITE:  
It was a spirited debate Thursday night between the two candidates for Lehigh 
County Executive, incumbent Democrat Phillips Armstrong and Republican 
challenger Glenn Eckhart. 

The biggest points of contention between Armstrong and Eckhart were the COVID 
vaccine mandates and election integrity. Even though Armstrong has not 
mandated vaccines for staff at county run facilities, he is vaccinated. He 
attacked Eckhart for not getting the shot. 

“As the leader, shouldn’t you be the one that sets the example?” Armstrong 
said. 

“Everyone has a right to fight their war on the pandemic. I’ve chosen not to, 
and I will not mandate anyone to get shots or wear masks,” Eckhart responded. 

As for election integrity, Eckhart criticized Armstrong for not having turned 
on the video cameras at ballot drop box locations. Armstrong responded that 
there is no law requiring that video cameras be turned on – and he said 
neither Republicans nor Democrats questioned any ballots. 

The candidates were asked how they could better serve the county’s Latino 
population, which has increased almost 50 percent in the past decade. 
Armstrong concentrated on increased legal services – and offering help at a 
community outreach event.

“We are going to help them with legal problems, free legal advice. We’re also 
going to have food giveaway,” Armstrong said.

Eckhart said he would focus less on legal problems.

“I’m starting at education for our Latino community,” Eckhart said. 

Eckhart and Phillips each touted their county experience and both candidates 
said they’re willing to reach across the aisle to get the job done.
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Democratic incumbent Phillips Armstrong says he doesn’t believe in party 
politics. 

“If you don’t cooperate with everybody, you’re not going to get anything 
done,” Armstrong said. 

His Republican challenger Glenn Eckhart said he has great relationships with 
everyone regardless of political affiliation, including Armstrong.


