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PUBLIC INSPECTION FILES
(Courtesy of the Alabama Broadcasters Association)

Authorization

A copy of the current FCC authorization to construct or operate the station, as wellas any other documents necessary to reflect any modifications thereto or anyconditions that the FCC has placed on the authorization. These materials shall beretained until replaced by a new authorization, at which time a copy of the newauthorization and anv related materials shall be placed in the file.

Applications and related materials

A copy of any application tendered for filing with the FCC, together with all relatedmaterial, and copies of Initial Decisions and Final Decisions in hearing cases
pertaining thereto. If petitions to deny are filed against the application and have
been served on the applicant, a statement that such a petition has been filed shall be
maintained in the file together with the name and address of the party filing thepetition. Applications shall be retained in the public inspection file until final actionhas been taken on the application, except that applications for a new construction
permit granted pursuant to a waiver showing and applications for assignment or
transfer of license granted pursuant to a waiver showing shall be retained for as longas the waiver is in effect. In addition, license renewal applications granted on a
short—term basis shall be retained until final action has been taken on the license
renewal application filed immediately following the shortened license term.

Citizen aqreements

A c0py of every written citizen agreement. These agreements shall be retained for
the term of the agreement, including any renewal or extension thereof.

Note to paragraph(e)(3): For purposes of this section, a citizen agreement is a
awritten agreement between a broadcast applicant, permittee, or licensee, and one or
more citizens or citizen groups, entered for primarily noncommercial purposes. This
definition includes those agreements that deal with goals or proposed practices
directly or indirectly affecting station operations in the pubEic interest, in areas such
as—but not limited to—programming and employment. It excludes common



commercial agreements such as advertising contracts; union, employment, andpersonal services contracts; network affiliation, syndication, program supplycontracts, etc. However, the mere inclusion of commercial terms in a primarilynoncommercial agreement—such as a provision for payment of fees for futureservices of the citizen-parties (see “Report and Order,” Docket 19518, 57 FCC 2d494 (1976))—~wou|d not cause the agreement to be considered commercial forpurposes of this section.

Contour mags

A copy of any service contour maps, submitted with any application tendered forfiling with the FCC, together with any other information in the application showing
service contours and/or main studio and transmitter location (State, county, city,street address, or other identifying information). These documents shall be retainedfor as long as they reflect current, accurate information regarding the station.

Ownership reports and related materials

A copy of the most recent, complete ownership report filed with the FCC for thestation, together with any statements filed with the FCC certifying that the currentreport is accurate, and together with all related material. These materials shall beretained until a new, complete ownership report is filed with the FCC, at which time acopy of the new report and any related materials shall be placed in the file.

The permittee or licensee must also retain in the public file either a copy of
the contracts listed in such reports in accordance with §73.3615(a)(4) (i), or
an up~to-date list of such contracts. Licensees or permittees who choose to
retain a list of contracts must provide a copy of any contracts to requestingparties within 7 days.

Political file

Such records as are required by §73.1943 to be kept concerning broadcasts by
candidates for public office. These records shall be retained for the period specified in
§73.1943 [2 years).

Equal Employment Opportunity file

Such information as is required by §73.2080 to be kept in the public inspection file.
These materials shall be retained until final action has been taken on the station's
next license renewal application. Must be placed in public file annually on the
anniversary date of the renewal filing for stations in your state.

The IQublic and broadcasting

At all times, a copy of the most recent version of the manual entitled “The Public and
Broadcasting.”



Letters and e—mail from the public

All written comments and suggestions received from the publicregarding operation of the station, unless the letter writer has
requested that the letter not be made public or when the licensee feelsthat it should be excluded from public inspection because of the natureof its content, such as a defamatory or obscene letter. Letters and
electronic mail messages shall be retained for a period of three years
from the date on which they are received by the licensee.

Material reLatina to FCC investigation or complaint

Material having a substantial bearing on a matter which is the subject of an FCCinvestigation or complaint to the FCC of which the applicant, permittee, or licenseehas been advised. This materiai shall be retained until the applicant, permittee, orlicensee is notified in writing that the material may be discarded.

Issues/programs lists

For commercial broadcast stations, every three months a list of programs that haveprovided the station‘s most significant treatment of community issues during the
preceding three month period. The list for each calendar quarter is to be filed by the
tenth day of the succeeding calendar quarter (e.g., January 10 for the quarter
October—December, April 10 for the quarter JanuarymMarch, etc). The list shall
include a brief narrative describing what issues were given significant treatment and
the programming that provided this treatment. The description of the programs shall
include, but shall not be limited to, the time, date, duration, and title of each
program in which the issue was treated. The lists described in this paragraph shall be
retained in the public inspection file until final action has been taken on the station's
next license renewal application.

Local QUiC notice announcements

Each applicant for renewal of license shall, within 7 days of the last day of broadcast
of the local public notice of filing announcements required pursuant to §73.3580(h),
place in the station‘s local public inspection file a statement certifying compliance
with this requirement. The dates and times that the pre—filing and post—filing notices
were broadcast and the text thereof shall be made part of the certifying statement.
The certifying statement shall be retained in the public file for the period specified in
573.3580 (for as long as the application to which it refers).

Radio brokerage aqreements

For commercial radio and television stations, a copy of every agreement or contract
involving time brokerage of the licensee‘s station or of another station by the
licensee, whether the agreement involves stations in the same markets or in differing
markets, with confidential or proprietary information redacted where appropriate.
These records shall be retained as long as the contract or agreement is in force.



Radio ioint sales aqreements

For Commercial radio stations, a copy of agreement for the joint sale of advertisingtime involving the station, whether the agreement involves stations in the samemarkets or in differing markets, with confidential or proprietary information redactedwhere appropriate.
These records shall be retained as lonq as the contract or agreement is in force.

ADDITIONAL ITEMS FOR TELEVISION STATIONS

Children '5 Television Proaramminq Reports

commercial TV stations must make and retain Children's Television ProgrammingReports identifying the educational and informational programming for children airedby the station. (Noncommercial stations are not required to prepare these reports.)The report must include the name of the person at the station responsible forcollecting comments on the station's compliance with the Children's Television Act.The station has to prepare these reports each calendar quarter, and it must placethem in the public file separately from the file’s other material. Stations must keepthe reports for the remainder of their license terms.

Records Reqardinq Children 's Proaramminq Commercial Limits
On weekends, commercial television stations may air no more than 10.5 minutes ofcommercials per hour during children's programming, and no more than 12 minuteson weekdays. Stations must keep records that substantiate compliance with theselimits for the remainder of the license term.

Must-Carry or Retransmission Consent Election

Every three years, commercial TV stations must decide whether their relationshipwith each local cable system will be governed by must—carry or by retransmission
consent agreements. Each commercial station must keep a copy of its decision in the
public file for the three-year period to which it pertains.

Noncommercial stations are not entitled to compensation in return for carriage on acable system, but they may request mandatory carriage on the system. A
noncommercial station making this request must keep a copy of the request in thepublic file for the duration of the period to which it applies.


