
  

“This Week in the Stateline” is our weekly Public Affairs Program that airs every Sunday 

from 6:00 am to 6:30 am, featuring a local host interviewing local guests about local 

topics of community interest. 

2022 1st Quarter 

 
1/2/22  With so many relevant topics covered, we rebroadcast last week’s program, our 
“Year in Review” with Rockford Mayor Tom McNamara, taking a look back at the good 
and bad of 2021 in Rockford, and highlighting positive events coming in 2022. Topics 
discussed include casino deals, Rockford Icehogs sale to the Chicago Blackhawks, 
redevelopment of Barber-Colman industrial complex, new fire and police chiefs, 
Rockford Promise, Women’s Baseball Center coming, Camp Hope, Crisis Response 
funded, Bird Scooters, development of citywide fiber optic network, new police body 
cameras, and Rockford Airport advances. 
 
1/9/22  1st guest, Jean Ginner of Keep Northern Illinois Beautiful discusses their annual 
KNIB Christmas Tree Recycling Program, back for its 30th year, with a reminder about 
the drop-off deadline this Saturday, 1/15 – she covers the participating parks and when 
the free mulch program will be open for distribution.  2nd guest, Heidi Ognibene of the 
Rock River Valley Blood Center outlines how COVID-19 has affected donations and the 
collection process – she talks about how the Rockford area is in dire need of donations 
at this time and challenges people to donate at least twice in 2022.  3rd guest, Rockford 
Mayor Tom McNamara discusses the concerns about COVID-19 with numbers in the 
area on the rise – he also reviews the first City Council meeting of 2022 happening this 
Monday 1/10 and highlights some of the proposals for vote on the docket. 
 
1/16/22  1st guest, Amy Newell of The Arc of Winnebago, Boone and Ogle Counties 
outlines their 15th Annual “Chocoholic Frolic” fundraiser on Feb. 24th, to benefit 
individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities.  2nd guest, Laura Gibbs 
Green of the Rockford Park District talks about the 36th annual Illinois Snow Sculpting 
Competition, Jan. 26th – 29th, with teams from around the state competing – as many as 
50,000 visitors view these massive works of snow art each year – admission is free but 
donations are welcome.  3rd guest, Rockford Mayor Tom McNamara discusses the 
latest updates on COVID-19 in our area with variant numbers continuing to rise, and he 
also outlines the latest City Council meeting and the many initiatives covered. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1/23/22  1st guest, Laura Gibbs Green of the Rockford Park District again joins the 
program to talk about the 36th annual Illinois Snow Sculpting Competition, which is from 
this Wednesday through Saturday, 1/26 – 1/29 – as many as 50,000 visitors view these 
massive works of snow art each year – admission is free but donations are welcome.  
2nd guest, Geno Iafrate, newly named president of Rockford’s Hard Rock Casino 
Opening Act talks about their first couple of months in operation, the work force in 
Rockford, plans for the future, and what residents can expect when they visit.  3rd guest, 
Rockford Mayor Tom McNamara discusses the latest COVID numbers, the annual 
count happening this month to track the homeless population in our area, and how 
Winnebago County Board members are weighing options to repurpose the Public 
Safety Building downtown. 
 
1/30/22  1st guest, Judi Zangs, Executive Director of the Poplar Grove Vintage Wings 
and Wheels Museum discusses their 2022 Poplar Grove Aviation Education Association 
Scholarship Program – to date, over $100,000 in scholarships has been awarded to 
local students.  2nd guest, Samantha Crooks of the Winnebago County Forest Preserves 
talks about their 100th Anniversary this year, with plans for a community celebration in 
May, monthly promotional prizes, and how to say in touch with nature through their 
social media channels.  3rd guest, Rockford Mayor Tom McNamara discusses the 
Rockford Park District Riverview Ice House and Equine Center approvals, the hiring of a 
new Fire and Police Commission HR person, and the wrap-up of Rockford Restaurant 
Week 1/24-1/30 and the importance of supporting local businesses. 
 
2/6/22  1st guest, Amy Nord of the Belvidere Area Chamber of Commerce discusses 
some of the upcoming events on their 2022 calendar including Business Networking 
Events, Community Events, free Lunch-and-Learn events for chamber members, how to 
become a chamber member, and more.  2nd guest, Dennis Horton of the Better 
Business Bureau enlightens us on the current scams that are victimizing our 
community, what to watch for, and how to protect yourself – he also outlines what to do 
in the event you are victimized by a scammer.  3rd guest, Rockford Mayor Tom 
McNamara talks about Black History Month, Salt and Road Crew Operations this winter, 
the latest on Covid-19 numbers, and upcoming City Council meetings. 
 
2/13/22  1st guest, Charlotte Meier of Boone County CASA (Court Appointed Special 
Advocates) discusses their commitment to helping children who have experienced 
abuse and neglect, how donations assist their agency and community, and she outlines 
their ICON Showcase featuring country music performances, Feb. 27th at the Belvidere 
Community Center.  2nd guest, Julie Bosma of United Way of Rock River Valley talks 
about the impact of United Way in our area, how to donate, and how funds are 
distributed.  3rd guest, Rockford Mayor Tom McNamara discusses the recent press 
conference with Governor Pritzker, plus the Community Conversation on Feb. 15th at 
5:30 pm on Facebook Live to talk about the American Rescue Plan, to find out how 
much money the city will receive, how it has allocated funds so far, and how it will make 
decisions about spending the balance of available funds. 
 



2/20/22  1st guest, Samantha Crooks of the Winnebago County Forest Preserves talks 
about their 100th Anniversary this year, with plans for a community celebration in May, 
monthly promotional prizes, and how to say in touch with nature through their social 
media channels.  2nd guest, Charlotte Meier of Boone County CASA (Court Appointed 
Special Advocates) discusses their commitment to helping children who have 
experienced abuse and neglect, how donations assist their agency and community, and 
she outlines their ICON Showcase next Sunday 2/27, featuring country music 
performances at the Belvidere Community Center.  3rd guest, Rockford Mayor Tom 
McNamara recaps his Thursday Illinois General Assembly overview on pensions for the 
City of Rockford and why the state needs to reduce demand on the city, Diversity in the 
City Council, the release this week of 2021 crime statistics for Rockford, and the newly 
announced Forward for Fun Initiative going to vote tomorrow Feb. 21st.  
 
2/27/22  1st guest, Judi Zangs, Executive Director of the Poplar Grove Vintage Wings 
and Wheels Museum discusses their 2022 Poplar Grove Aviation Education Association 
Scholarship Program – to date, over $100,000 in scholarships has been awarded to 
local students.  2nd guest, Geno Iafrate, president of Rockford’s Hard Rock Casino 
Opening Act talks their about their first few months of operation, the work force in 
Rockford, plans for the future, and what residents can expect when they visit.  3rd guest, 
Dennis Horton of the Better Business Bureau enlightens us on the current scams that 
are victimizing our community, what to watch for, and how to protect yourself – he also 
outlines what to do in the event you are victimized by a scammer.   
 
3/6/22  Our guest is Rockford Mayor Tom McNamara with his 2021 “Year in Review,” 
taking a look back at the good and bad of 2021 in Rockford, and highlighting positive 
events coming this year. Topics discussed include casino deals, Rockford Icehogs sale 
to the Chicago Blackhawks, redevelopment of Barber-Colman industrial complex, new 
fire and police chiefs, Rockford Promise, Women’s Baseball Center coming, Camp 
Hope, Crisis Response funded, Bird Scooters, development of citywide fiber optic 
network, new police body cameras, and Rockford Airport advances. 
 
3/13/22  1st guest, Tammy Christiansen of ProMedica Hospice – formerly Heartland 
Hospice – talks about their annual “Guns & Hoses” charity hockey game, Saturday, 
April 9th between Rockford Police and Fire Departments, with proceeds to benefit the 
Jaimie Cox Foundation, Greg Lindmark Foundation, and ProMedica/Heartland Hospice 
Memorial Fund.  2nd guest, Karen Carlson of GiGi’s Playhouse outlines activities 
planned for World Down Syndrome Day on March 21st, how the community can 
participate, and how all the funds raised stay local in Rockford.  3rd guest, Rockford 
Mayor Tom McNamara discusses road construction coming soon with an aggressive 
campaign to include construction, fiber optic installations, and more. He also talks about 
the just announced Neighborhood Improvement Initiative which begins in April. And he 
wraps up with ways to help those in Rockford’s sister city of Brovary in Ukraine. 
 
 
 
 



3/20/22  1st guest, Beth Mead, coordinator of the Pathways Project Career Fair for 
middle school kids, outlines this year’s fair happening April 5th, and what the goal of this 
life-changing event means for local students.  2nd guest, Karen Carlson of GiGi’s 
Playhouse discusses activities planned for World Down Syndrome Day happening 
tomorrow, March 21st, how the community can participate, and how all the funds raised 
stay local in Rockford.  3rd guest, Winnebago County Board Chairman Joe Chiarelli talks 
about his “State of the County” address last Wednesday; he breaks down the highlights 
and recaps a few points, and wraps up with ways the community can reach out to him if 
they have any questions.  
 
3/27/22  1st guest, Maria Pearson of Heritage Woods retirement and assisted living 
facility talks about their Health & Wellness Fair coming up May 11th, free to the 
community featuring vendors in health-related fields.  2nd guest, Mycah Cornish joins us 
from Milestone, a not-for-profit residential home for adults with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities – Mycah discusses how they are funded by donations, who 
can and how to get residency there, and the current need for caregivers.  3rd guest, 
Rockford Mayor Tom McNamara recaps his recent trips to Washington DC and 
Springfield, IL to generate funds for local projects such as a complete redo of Auburn 
Street from Main to the West. He also discusses the recent Non-Profit Training Initiative 
that is open, as well as how citizens can participate in the Citizens Police Academy with 
registration now open. 
 


