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01/01/2014 
 
LEGALIZING OF MARIJUANA IN COLORADO 
JUAN CARLOS GUTIERREZ/ DENVER, COLORADO 
PKG 2:11 
2014 is ringing in the legal sale of marijuana for recreational use in the state of Colorado. In 2012, voters 
passed a referendum making non-medicinal use of pot legal. Eight Colorado towns are allowing 
recreational pot sales, though the sale of marijuana is still illegal under federal law. Colorado set up a 
system to try and regulate and keep track of black market sales, with regulators setting up packaging, 
labeling and testing requirements. They also set an age limit of 21, to keep teens from smoking joints. 
Voters 
in Washington state also passed a similar law, which will take effect in the middle of 2014. 
 
OBAMACARE PRIVATE COVERAGE STARTS TODAY 
DANAY RIVERO/ MIAMI, FLORIDA 
PKG 2:16 
Jan. 1: Start of Obamacare private coverage, etc. Enrollment in the new Obamacare marketplaces has 
been rocky, to put it mildly, making January 1 a day of reckoning: Consumers will begin finding out if 
they're actually enrolled in the plans they signed up for. When open enrollment on the marketplaces 
began on Oct. 1, there were major setbacks. Fourteen states and the District of Columbia are running 
their own online marketplaces with varying degrees of success, but 36 states have been relying 
HealthCare.gov -- the federally-run Obamacare portal that launched with significant technical flaws. Due 
to one glitch, insurers were sometimes receiving the incorrect information -- or no information at all - from 
HealthCare.gov users who thought they had successfully enrolled in private plans. The administration 
said it fixed the glitch, and Health and Human Services Secretary Kathleen Sebelius said her agency was 
"hand matching" individuals with insurers, to guarantee that everyone has the coverage they think they 
do. 
 
============================================================== 
 
01/02/2014 
 
BOEHNER IMMIGRATION 
VO, 20 SEC 
Speaker John A. Boehner of Ohio has signaled he may embrace a series of limited changes to the 
nation's immigration laws in the coming months, giving advocates for change new hope that 2014 might 
be the year that a bitterly divided Congress reaches a political compromise to overhaul the sprawling 
system.  
MultimediaAides to Mr. Boehner said this week that he was committed to what he calls "step by step" 
moves to revise immigration laws, which they have declined to specify. But other House Republicans, who 
see an immigration overhaul as essential to wooing the Hispanic voters crucial to the party's fortunes in 
the 2016 presidential election, said they could move on separate bills that would fast-track legalization for 
agricultural laborers, increase the number of visas for high-tech workers and provide an opportunity for 
young immigrants who came to the country illegally as children to become American citizens.  
Although the legislation would fall far short of the demands being made by immigration activists, it could 
provide the beginnings of a deal.  For Mr. Boehner, hiring Ms. Tallent suggests a new commitment to 
confronting an issue that has long divided the Republican Party. Ms. Tallent is a veteran of more than a 
decade of congressional immigration battles and fought, ultimately unsuccessfully, for comprehensive 



overhauls of the immigration system in 2003 and 2007. Although Mr. Boehner's aides say she was 
brought on to carry out his views and not her own, advocates of immigration change say the only reason 
for Mr. Boehner to have hired Ms. Tallent is his desire to make a deal this year.  
 
OBAMACARE SOTOMAYOR 
LOURDES MELLUZA/ WASHINGTON DC 
PKG 2:30 
Under the president's health law, most employers who offer health insurance to their workers must include 
coverage for contraception. A religious organization such a church is exempt, but certain other religious- 
affiliated organizations can also get an exemption by certifying that offering the coverage violates their 
beliefs. In those cases, there is generally an indirect way that the health plan, acting as a third party 
administrator, must offer the contraceptives to the employees. The Little Sisters of the Poor Home for the 
Aged contends that even the act of self-certifying is unacceptable because it would in effect authorize the 
health plan to provide contraceptive coverage, even if the home isn't doing so directly.There is no 
statutory authority to regulate the third-party administrator of a self-insured church plan and no legal 
compulsion for that administrator to provide contraceptive coverage where an eligible organization with a 
self-insured church plan invokes the accommodation, " the government lawyers argued in an earlier 
Circuit Court brief.Yet if the Denver group doesn't invoke that "accommodation" by self-certifying-an act it 
contends is a restriction on its religious beliefs - it is still subject to hefty fines under the Affordable Care 
Act. 
 
IMMIGRANTS: NEW LAWS AFFECT LIFE THROUGHOUT CALIFORNIA 
LILIANA ESCALANTE/LOS ANGELES 
PKG 2:09 
Immigrants held for deportation after being arrested for a minor crime. Celebrities who confront a barrage 
of cameras while running errands with their children. Mountain lions that wander through cities.Extra 
protections for these groups are among the changes included in hundreds of laws approved in 2013. Gov. 
Jerry Brown signed more than 800 bills passed by the Legislature, with most taking effect with the new 
year. Those laws pertain to public school policies, gun control and liquor sampling at craft distilleries (it's 
now allowed). Schools are preparing to implement rules allowing transgender students to use the 
restroom or locker room of the gender they identify with, though the law could be suspended if a 
referendum to overturn it makes the ballot. A number of high-profile laws affect immigrants, including the 
TRUST Act, which limits when local police can detain someone for U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement officials. Only those charged with certain crimes, including violent felonies, can be held. 
More than 98,000 Californians - including 9,800 from Orange County - have been deported under the 
federal Secure Communities program, though advocates say many of those were for minor offenses.In 
Orange County, activists are attempting to spread the word about the new law so that those who come in 
contact with law-enforcement officers understand their rights. Erika Martinez of the Orange County Dream 
Team said her organization hopes that knowledge of the law will put pressure on the Sheriff's Department 
to properly enforce it.Employers are now prohibited from threatening to report the legal status of 
immigrants who protest unfair work conditions. Another law gives all workers more safeguards when 
reporting violations of local regulations, not just state or federal rules breaches. 
 
============================================================== 
 
01/03/2014 
 
THOUSANDS OF IMMIGRANTS FILL NEVADA DMV OFFICES TO GET NEW DRIVING CARDS 
VO, 24 SEC 
Nevada is just the latest in a group of 11 states that are allowing these immigrants to drive. As many as 
60,000 immigrants are expected to apply for the cards in the stateThursday, when Nevada's new law took 
effect.Despite widespread criticism of the driving card law, there were no protests across the state on 
Thursday, although some of the offices in Las Vegas became so crowded that DMV halted written tests, 
said DMV spokesman Kevin Malone.The intention of Senate Bill 303, which passed the state Legislature 
in the spring, is not only to raise millions of dollars in revenue for Nevada but also to make the state's 
roads safer.Officials say nearly all the holders of the card will have to purchase insurance for any car they 
operate. They must renew their driving card every year for it to remain valid. They will also have to pass 



DMV driving tests, which will make roads safer.If you thought Black Friday after Thanksgiving drew 
crowds, you should have seen the DMV offices across the Las Vegas Valley on Thursday. Lines formed 
before dawn; the DMV offices didn't open until 8 a.m. Later in the day, the wait time was an estimated 
hour, due primarily to people applying for the new card, DMV officials said.So coveted is the card that 
Soto got up at 4:30 a.m. to get the first spot at the DMV office in North Las Vegas on Decatur Boulevard 
just north of the Las Vegas Beltway. 
 
IMMIGRATION REFORM GOOD FOR NATION: U.S. CATHOLIC BISHOPS  
VO, 25 SEC 
The chairman of the U.S. Catholic Bishops' Committee on Migration, Bishop Eusebio Elizondo, MSpS, a 
member of the Missionaries of the Holy Spirit and auxiliary bishop of Seattle, has written on behalf of the 
committee regarding current immigration reform. In a blog post, Bishop Elizondo stated that a 1986 law, 
the Immigration Reform and Control Act (IRCA), made life for immigrants better by lifting many out of 
poverty. He hopes new legislation will do even more good:Passage of immigration reform in 2014 likely 
would have the same impact. Because of their lack of legal status, approximately 20 percent of 
undocumented workers (and their families) in low-skilled industries today live below the poverty line. A 
University of California Los Angeles (UCLA) study showed that for the three years following a legalization 
program, undocumented workers would experience an increase in net income of $30 to $36 billion. This 
would have benefits for all U.S. citizens because it would generate $4.5 to $5.4 billion in tax revenues and 
consumer spending sufficient to support nearly 900,000 jobs.Immigration reform legislation also would 
help reduce the U.S. government's deficit. The non-partisan Congressional Budget Office (CBO), 
enactment of S. 744, immigration reform legislation passed by the U.S. Senate, would reduce the federal 
deficit by $158 billion by 2023, due to increased tax revenue and economic activity.Immigration reform is a 
win-win for both immigrant workers and their families and U.S. citizens. 
 
============================================================== 
 
01/04/2014 
 
POT SHOPS IN DENVER OPEN DOOR TO $578 MILLION IN SALES 
VO :27 SEC 
Colorado projects $578.1 million a year in combined wholesale and retail marijuana sales to yield $67 
million in tax revenue, according to the Legislative Council of the Colorado General Assembly. Wholesale 
transactions taxed at 15 percent will finance school construction, while the retail levy of 10 percent will 
fund regulation of the industry. Licenses for 136 marijuana stores, a majority in Denver, were mailed Dec. 
23, the Colorado Revenue Department said in a statement. Recreational marijuana businesses can open 
only after receiving both a state and local license, said Julie Postlethwait, a spokeswoman for the 
Marijuana Enforcement Division. Only existing medical-marijuana retailers can apply for the licenses until 
July 1, she said. In Denver, home to the state's largest number of such dispensaries, that deadline 
extends through Jan. 1, 2016. The city's newly licensed shops feature names such as The Green 
Solution, The Healing House Denver and The Denver Kush Club, according to a map on the Denver city 
government's website. Colorado residents with a photo identification showing they are at least 21 may buy 
as much as one ounce of pot in a single transaction, while those from out of state can get a quarter ounce, 
Postlethwait said. Customers can't consume the product in public, including at the shops.   
 
GAS PRICES  
VO :40 SEC 
Drivers fueled up for the lowest price in three years during 2013, according to AAA, and even lower prices 
are expected in 2014.The motorist group reports that the national average price for a gallon of regular gas 
was $3.49 in 2013. That's down about 12 cents from the record price set in 2012 and is a couple of cents 
cheaper than 2011.  The daily average price has stayed above the $3 mark for the last three years, 
although there were a dozen states where the average price fell below $3 at some point in 2013.  
 
OBAMA UNEMPLOYMENT 
VO :20 SEC 
President Obama, seeking the upper hand with Congress as he heads back from his Hawaiian vacation, 
insisted on Saturday that lawmakers make restoring unemployment benefits for 1.3 million Americans 



who are out of work their "first order of business" in the new year. An emergency program providing up to 
47 weeks of supplemental payments to the long-term unemployed expired last month after Congress did 
not include an extension in a two-year budget deal passed before it left town for the holidays. Mr. Obama 
said in his weekly address on Saturday that he would sign legislation renewing the benefits for another 
three months. Some Republicans, including Speaker John A. Boehner of Ohio, are open to renewing the 
benefits as long as the cost can be offset. They have complained that Democrats did not offer such a plan 
before leaving the capital last month. Other Republicans have more philosophical objections, arguing that 
extending benefits beyond the basic program merely consigns jobless workers to the ranks of the 
perpetually unemployed by removing an incentive to finding work.  
 
SEASONAL FLU US 
VO: 20 
Nearly half of the United States isreporting widespread influenza activity, most of it attributedto the H1N1 
virus that caused a worldwide pandemic in 2009, the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
said on Friday.Thousands of people die every year from flu, which peaks in theUnited States between 
October and March. The flu is spreadingquickly this season, with 25 states already reporting cases, 
the CDC said. 
 
TEEN VS. ELECTRONIC DEVICE 
VO: 26 
Parents who let their teens use electronic devices or watch TV during family meals tend to serve less 
nutritious food and have poorer family communication, a new study suggests. Experts have suggested 
turning the TV off at mealtime for years. But with the advent 
of cell phones and other handheld devices, kids can bring all kinds of media with them to the table. 
 
============================================================== 
 
01/05/2014 
 
U.S. CONGRESS TO BEGIN 2014 WITH JOBLESS BENEFITS BATTLE 
VO: 45 
The U.S. Congress begins what promises to be another highly combative year on Monday with a 
showdown over a White House-backed bid to renew unemployment benefits for 1.3 million 
Americans.The battle will kick off a 2014 drive by President Barack Obama and fellow Democrats to stem 
a growing gap between rich and poor.The Democrat-led Senate plans to escalate the fight in coming 
weeks by bringing up for a vote a bill to increase the federal minimum wage, which has stood at $7.25 an 
hour since July 2009. Democrats want the minimum wage to rise over three years to $10.10 and then be 
indexed to inflation in the future.Reed is a leading advocate of a minimum wage increase and,along with 
Republican Senator Dean Heller of Nevada, isponsoring a bill to restore jobless benefits for 1.3 million 
Americans and prevent thousands more from soon losing such aid.The Reed-Heller measure would 
extend for three months the Emergency Unemployment Compensation program, which ended on Dec.28 
when its funding expired. Signed into law in 2008 by Republican President George W.Bush, the program 
provided the jobless an average of $300 perweek for an additional 28 weeks once state benefits 
ended.Supporters argue that besides helping the unemployed, it boosts the economy as recipients quickly 
spend their benefit checks on essential goods, helping local retailers 
 
============================================================== 
 
01/06/2014 
 
FLU OUTBREAK 
LUIS MEGID/ SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 
PKG 1:47 
This year's flu season just keeps going and going -- with the number of states reporting widespread flu 
activity skyrocketing.  In just one week, the number of states reporting widespread flu has more than 
doubled from 10 states to 25.  Among the victims of the flu so far this season - 25-year-old anne phillips-
dwan from south bend, indiana who passed away on christmas eve, and 5 year old ronan burgess from 



portland, oregon.   We're seeing a lot of illness in young adults who may lack immunity. Young people die 
from the flu every year, but this year it could turn out to be particularly bad because the main flu strain out 
there, is h1n1 - what used to be called swine flu - and it disproportionally affects people under 65.   But 
there is good news.  So far the main strain we're seeing is h1n1, fortunately that strain is well covered by 
everyone of the flu vaccines out there.  That's right, h1n1 is in the flu shot and it's not too late to get one. 
The centers for disease control and prevention recommends the flu vaccine for nearly everyone. It does 
take two weeks for the shot to build up immunity so in the meantime, it's especially important to remember 
to wash your hands.  
 
CONGRESS DEBATING AN EXTENSION FOR UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFITS 
LOURDES MELUZA/ WASHINGTON, D.C 
PKG 2:00 
The chances of the Senate moving forward with legislation that would restore expired unemployment 
benefits dimmed ahead of a vote Monday evening. Senate Democrats believe their entire 55-member 
caucus will support the legislation, which President Barack Obama is strongly pushing. But finding GOP 
votes remains a heavy lift.  But other key Republicans came out against the legislation in the hours before 
the vote. GOP Sen. Mark Kirk of Illinois - where unemployment is 8.7 percent - signaled he will not back 
the bill as written, tweeting that the price tag "should be offset with spending reductions." Sen. Bob Corker 
(R-Tenn.) also said he wouldn't support the legislation.  The largest obstacle to accruing sufficient 
Republican support for the bill is that it does not raise revenue or cut spending to pay for the estimated 
$6.5 billion cost of extending jobless benefits for three months. Democrats don't believe there is time to 
find a pay-for bill given the dire situation for the 1.3 million Americans knocked off benefit rolls on Dec. 28. 
 
GOV. CUOMO TO ALLOW LIMITED USE OF MEDICAL MARIJUANA IN NEW YORK 
BLANCA ROSA VILCHEZ/ NEW YORK 
PKG 2:21 
Cuomo is set to announce an executive action that would allow 20 hospitals around the state to prescribe 
marijuana to people with cancer, glaucoma or other diseases that meet certain standards. New York is 
going to pot.. Gov. Cuomo  is set to announce an executive action this week that would allow the limited 
use of medical marijuana, sources told the Daily News, marking a stark about-face for Cuomo, who has 
long resisted calls to legalize pot for the chronically ill. 
 
U.S COURT AND GAY MARRIAGES 
VO: 21 
The U.S Supreme Court on Monday halted gay marriage in Utah by granting a request from state officials 
appealing a lower-court ruling that allowed same-sex weddings to go ahead in the heavily-Mormon state. 
The decision by the court means that gay weddings in the state are now on hold while the case is 
appealed to the Denver-based 10th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals. Hundreds of gay couples in Utah have 
received marriage licenses since the Dec. 20 ruling by U.S. District Judge Robert Shelby. 
 
============================================================== 
 
01/07/2014 
 
THE NECESSARY HELP FOR UNEMPLOYMENT 
LUIS MEGID/ SAN FRANCISCO, CA 
PKG 1:47 
Backers of the Senate bill to extend long-term unemployment benefits were one vote short of the 60 they 
need to clear a procedural hurdle, in a vote set to happen Tuesday morning. Four Republicans said 
Monday they will join the 55 members of the Democratic caucus to vote to begin debate on the bill. But 
Democrats still need to find another Republican vote to overcome a GOP filibuster. GOP aides and 
senators differed on whether any other Republicans would vote for the measure. The vote is scheduled 
for Tuesday at 10:30 a.m. With more than a dozen lawmakers absent due to travel delays caused by bad 
weather, the Senate postponed the key procedural vote from Monday on a politically charged proposal to 
extend long-term unemployment insurance affecting some 1.3 million Americans. Big moments on Capitol 
Hill from here on out should be viewed through the lens of November's midterm elections, especially in 
the Senate, where Republicans are aiming to retake control.  Extending benefits is a political priority for 



congressional Democrats and President Barack Obama, who is trying to make income equality a 
centerpiece of his second term. Obama reached out to several GOP senators to try to persuade them to 
support the bill.  Many Republicans argue a $6.4 billion extension would hurt the economy and act as a 
disincentive to job creation. Others members of the GOP have signaled they might back an extension if 
the cost is offset by cuts elsewhere in the budget. Sen. Mark Kirk of Illinois, a Republican who often works 
across the aisle, got a call from Obama but missed it because he wasn't in the office. Kirk said he wants to 
help people but insisted Congress must find a way to pay for the measure. 
 
OBAMACARE PATIENTS IN LIMBO 
DANAY RIVERO/ MIAMI, FL 
PKG 2:15 
The volunteers are considered employees for tax purposes, a classification that grew out of an ongoing 
effort to attract firefighters by offering them such incentives as stipends, retirement benefits and free gym 
memberships. That leaves open the question of whether the volunteer firefighters fall under the health 
care law's requirement that employers with 50 or more employees working at least 30 hours a week must 
provide health insurance for them. Fire departments say they can't afford to pay such a cost.  Faced with 
the cost of insurance, or being fined if they fail to provide it, departments would likely be forced to reduce 
the number of hours firefighters can volunteer or eliminate the benefit programs, officials said.That has 
both fire chiefs and lawmakers raising concerns.  Darrel Fournier, fire chief in Freeport, a town of about 
8,000 people near the coast in southern Maine that's home to L.L. Bean, said his department is bracing 
for what could be significant costs under the health care law. He expects he'll have to provide coverage 
for the five firefighters he employs part time. That would cost the city - and ultimately taxpayers - about 
$75,000, or a penalty of $150,000. 
 
============================================================== 
 
01/08/2014 
 
A TRIUMPH IN THE BATTLE FOR IMMIGRANTS 
JAIME GARCIA/ LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
PKG 2:09 
Judge orders release of SB 1070 emails to check for racial overtones.  Opponents of SB 1070 gathered in 
front of the White House to protest the sweeping immigration law while President Barack Obama met with 
Gov. Jan Brewer on June 3, 2010.  Challengers of Arizona's controversial immigration law - better known 
as SB 1070 - will now have access to emails, letters and memos exchanged between legislators and 
supporters of the law to see whether the messages include any racially discriminatory comments. 
Attorneys for the Federation for American Immigration Reform and the Immigration Reform Law Institute - 
two groups that favor SB 1070 argued that the documents were confidential. But U.S. District Court Judge 
Susan Bolton disagreed. She ruled last week that the documents couldn't be protected and should be 
made public. 
 
POSSIBLE FRAUD? 
VO: 24 
The retired New York City police officers and firefighters showed up for their psychiatric exams disheveled 
and disoriented, most following a nearly identical script. They had been coached on how to fail memory 
tests, feign panic attacks and, if they had worked during the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, to talk about 
their fear of airplanes and entering skyscrapers, prosecutors said. And they were told to make it clear they 
could not leave the house, much less find a job. But their Facebook pages told investigators a starkly 
different story, according to an indictment and other court papers.  Former police officers who had told 
government doctors they were too mentally scarred to leave home had posted photographs of themselves 
fishing, riding motorcycles, driving water scooters, flying helicopters and playing basketball. 
 
WHAT IS THE FLU? 
DR. JUAN RIVERA 
IN STUDIO PRESENTATION 1:30 
Influenza, commonly known as "the flu", is an infectious disease of birds and mammals caused by RNA 
viruses virus of the family Orthomyxoviridae, the influenza viruses. The most common symptoms are 



chills, fever, runny nose, sore throat, muscle pains, headache (often severe), coughing, weakness/fatigue, 
Fatigue, and general discomfort. Although it is often confused with other influenza-like illnesses, 
especially the common cold, influenza is a more severe disease caused by a different type of virus.[1] 
Influenza may produce nausea and vomiting, particularly in children,[2] but these symptoms are more 
common in the unrelated gastroenteritis, which is sometimes inaccurately referred to as "stomach flu" or 
"24-hour flu". 
 
============================================================== 
 
01/09/2014 
 
US--CUTTING CALORIES, 
LUIS MEGID/ SAN FRANSICO 
PKG 143 
16 companies -- including General Mills Inc., Campbell Soup Co., ConAgra Foods Inc., Kraft Foods Inc., 
Kellogg Co., Coca-Cola Co., PepsiCo Inc. and Hershey Co. -- was to cut 1 trillion calories by 2012 and 1.5 
trillion calories by 2015. The nation's largest food companies have cut calories in their products by more 
than 6.4 trillion, according to a new study. the study sponsored by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation 
found that between 2007 and 2012 the companies reduced their products' calories by the equivalent of 
around 78 calories per person per day. The total is more than four times the amount those companies had 
pledged to cut by next year. Some of the nation's largest food companies have cut calories in their 
products by more than 6.4 trillion, according to a new study. The study sponsored by the Robert Wood 
Johnson Foundation found that between 2007 and 2012 the companies reduced their products' calories 
by the equivalent of around 78 calories per person per day. The total is more than four times the amount 
those companies had pledged to cut by next year.  Seventy-eight calories would be about the same as an 
average cookie or a medium apple, and the federal government estimates an average daily diet at around 
2,000 calories. The study said the calories cut averaged out to 78 calories per day for the entire U.S. 
population.The 2010 pledge taken by 16 companies -- including General Mills Inc., Campbell Soup Co., 
ConAgra Foods Inc., Kraft Foods Inc., Kellogg Co., Coca-Cola Co., PepsiCo Inc. and Hershey Co. -- was 
to cut 1 trillion calories by 2012 and 1.5 trillion calories by 2015. The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation 
signed on to hold the companies accountable, and that group hired researchers at the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill to painstakingly count the calories in almost every single packaged item in the 
grocery store. To do that, the UNC researchers used the store-based scanner data of hundreds of 
thousands of foods, commercial databases and nutrition facts panels to calculate exactly how many 
calories the companies were selling. The researchers aren't yet releasing the entire study, but they said 
Thursday that the companies have exceeded their own goals by a wide margin.Even though the 
companies that made the commitment represent most of the nation's most well-known food companies, 
they sold only around a third of all packaged foods and beverages at the beginning of the study. Missing 
are many off-label brands sold under the names of retailers, and it's unknown whether those products 
have changed. 
 
CORTES DE INMIGRACIóN EN CRISIS  
LOURDES MELLUZA/ WASHINGTON DC 
PKG 2:25 
In a letter to President Obama, a group of House Republicans are rejecting the president's push for 
comprehensive immigration reform, accusing him of shutting out the concerns of everyday workers and 
adhering to big business lobbyists who argue that reform will help drive the economy The letter which was 
led by Republican Rep. Mo Brooks and signed by 16 mostly conservative House members, argues that 
immigration will hurt American wages and increase unemployment.  It also bashed the Senate's bipartisan 
reform bill passed last year, calling it an "awful deal.The letter states that the Senate bill would double the 
influx of foreign workers and add over 30 million immigrants in the next decade, the majority of which 
would be lower skilled.While immigrants make up 13 percent of the U.S. population, they account for 
nearly 20 percent of small businesses owners and are responsible for more than 25 percent of all new 
business creation and related job growth, the National Journal     .According to a 2012 study from the 
Fiscal Policy Institute immigrant-owned small businesses employed nearly five million Americans in 2010 
and generated an estimated $776 billion in revenue. The Partnership for a New American also states that 
more than 40 percent of Fortune 500 companies were founded by immigrants or first generation 



Americans.The GOP-backed letter to Obama was sent late Wednesday, not long after the head of the 
U.S. Chamber of Commerce pledged to ramp up the group's lobbying on immigration legislation and play 
a bigger role in electing pro-business candidates in the midterm congressional elections later on this year. 
 
OBAMA FONDOS POBREZA  
JAIME GARCIA/ LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
PKG 2:09 
President Barack Obama is announcing ways the federal government can help economically challenged 
communities through five new "Promise Zones."Obama was to discuss the zones Thursday during a 
White House event. It's part of his effort to focus on income inequality in the lead-up to his State of the 
Union address this month.The White House says tax incentives and grants can help communities tackle 
poverty, giving children better chances at success. By applying federal funding in targeted areas, Promise 
Zones aim to bolster education, access to housing and crime-reduction programs.Obama first announced 
the initiative during last year's State of the Union but is just now revealing the first zones to be selected. 
They're in San Antonio, Philadelphia, Los Angeles, southeastern Kentucky and the Choctaw Nation of 
Oklahoma.There was also a fair bit of churn. In the first two months of 2009, there were 37.9 million 
people in poverty. About one third of them, 12.6 million, managed to escape poverty by 2011 - although 
many were still hovering close to the poverty line. And that improvement was counterbalanced by the fact 
that 13.5 million people who weren't poor in 2009 became poor by 2011.By the way, the Census study 
above is looking at the "official" poverty rate, a metric that comes in for plenty of criticism. But the Census 
has developed other "experimental" measures, too. There's also this alternative measure of poverty 
developed by researchers at Columbia University that tries to be more comprehensive and arrives at 
somewhat different results. That Columbia study also found that poverty rose during the recession - but 
that it would have risen much more sharply had it not been for safety net programs such as food stamps, 
unemployment insurance and Medicaid. 
 
============================================================== 
 
01/10/2014 
 
MASSIVE FRAUDE 
DANAY RIVERO /MIAMI FLORIDA 
PKG 207 
Responding to inquiries about a possible data breach involving customer credit and debit card 
information, upscale retailer Neiman Marcus acknowledged today that it is working with the U.S. Secret 
Service to investigate a hacker break-in that has exposed an unknown number of customer cards..Earlier 
this week, I began hearing from sources in the financial industry about an increasing number of fraudulent 
credit and debit card charges that were being traced to cards that had been very recently used at brick-
and-mortar stores run by the Dallas, Texas based high-end retail chain. Sources said that while it appears 
the fraud on those stolen cards was perpetrated at a variety of other stores, the common point of 
purchase among the compromised cards was Neiman Marcus.. 
 
REPUBLICANS PREPARING PLAN FOR IMMIGRATION OVERHAUL 
LOURDES MELLUZA/ WASHINGTON DC  
PKG 212 
The House speaker, John A. Boehner, and his Republican leadership team are preparing to release their 
principles for an overhaul of the nation's immigration laws later this month, the speaker told his members 
at a closed-door conference on Wednesday.Though the "standards or principles document," as Mr. 
Boehner of Ohio referred to the white paper in the meeting, has long been in the works, its imminent 
release reflects a broader push within the Republican conference to put forth its own proposals as a 
counterpoint to legislation in the Democratic-controlled Senate.House Republicans hope to release their 
principles near the end of the month before President Obama's State of the Union address, as well as 
before their annual retreat. Republican aides had previously said that their leadership team was unlikely 
to make any strategic decisions on immigration before the retreat.In June, the Senate passed a broad 
overhaul of the nation's immigration laws - including a path to citizenship for the 11 million immigrants 
already in the country illegally - with bipartisan support. But the legislation has faced more hurdles in the 
Republican-controlled House, where some lawmakers are opposed to any form of legalization, which they 



call amnesty. House Republicans instead prefer a piecemeal approach, with several smaller bills instead 
of one large one.In Wednesday's meeting, Mr. Boehner assured his leadership team that he was not 
planning to enter into conference negotiations with the Senate using the upper chamber's broad bill as a 
framework. 
 
CONSUMER ADVOCATES SEEK DETAILS FROM ARBITRATION FIRMS 
LUIS MEGID / SAN FRANSICO  
PKG 147 
Consumer advocates and a California legislator are pressuring arbitration companies to provide more 
information about how often they side with consumers or corporations. In fact, a decade-old California law 
already requires arbitration companies to post data on their cases online. The problem is that many don't 
do it. A UC Hastings study found that only half post any data, and it's short of what's required.Consumer 
advocates say arbitration raises red flags. Corporations pick and pay for arbitrators, which lets them stack 
the deck by selecting those who are friendly to their interests, they charge. But arbitration supporters say 
the companies are more like service bureaus that provide lists of arbitrators and space for the meetings. 
Details on individual arbitrators, including past cases and potential conflicts of interest, are disclosed, they 
said. While corporations often pick the arbitration firm, both parties in a dispute select the individual 
arbitrator, 
 
============================================================== 
 
01/11/2014 
 
NEIMAN MARCUS HACKED   
V0 40 
Responding to inquiries about a possible data breach involving customer credit and debit card 
information, upscale retailer Neiman Marcus acknowledged today that it is working with the U.S. Secret 
Service to investigate a hacker break-in that has exposed an unknown number of customer cards..Earlier 
this week, I began hearing from sources in the financial industry about an increasing number of fraudulent 
credit and debit card charges that were being traced to cards that had been very recently used at brick-
and-mortar stores run by the Dallas, Texas based high-end retail chain. Sources said that while it appears 
the fraud on those stolen cards was perpetrated at a variety of other stores, the common point of 
purchase among the compromised cards was Neiman Marcus.. 
 
============================================================== 
 
01/12/2014 
 
US INFLUENZA 
VO 25SEC 
Flu season continues to tighten its grip on the United States, with 35 states now experiencing widespread 
influenza activity, federal officials reported Friday.The flu seems to be hitting young and middle-aged 
adults the hardest this year, rather than seniors or children, said Dr. Michael Jhung, a medical officer in 
the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention's Influenza Division.About 61 percent of the 2,622 
flu-related hospitalizations this season have been for people between 18 and 64 years old, Jhung said. 
Typically, seniors 65 and older account for more than half of flu hospitalizations during a season.This 
could be because the H1N1 strain of flu is the most prevalent this season, and most younger adults don't 
get a flu shot .Across all age ranges, about 40 percent to 45 percent of people get an annual flu shot, 
Jhung said. But only 31 percent of people 18 to 49 years old usually receive a flu vaccination. 
 
W.VA: 4TH DAY OF NO WATER 
VO, 21SEC 
Frustration is mounting for many of the 300,000 West Virginia residents who've gone three days without 
clean tap water.The emergency began Thursday following complaints to West Virginia American Water 
about an odor in the tap water. The chemical had leaked out of a 40,000-gallon tank at a Freedom 
Industries facility along the Elk River.  State officials says they believe about 7,500 gallons leaked. It's not 
clear exactly how much entered the water supply, and authorities say it could take days for clean tap 



water to flow again.Officials are pleading for patience from residents in nine affected counties.The Federal 
Emergency Management Agency is among those sending bottled water and other supplies to the 
region.Meanwhile, business owners around the capital are wondering how much of an economic hit they'll 
take. Most visitors have cleared out of Charleston while locals are either staying home or driving out of the 
area to find somewhere they can get a hot meal or a shower.Virtually every restaurant is closed, unable to 
use water to prepare food, wash dishes or clean employees' hands. 
 
NEIMAN MARCUS HACKED   
LUICIA BURGA/ MIAMI FLORIDA 
PKG 2:23 
Responding to inquiries about a possible data breach involving customer credit and debit card 
information, upscale retailer Neiman Marcus acknowledged today that it is working with the U.S. Secret 
Service to investigate a hacker break-in that has exposed an unknown number of customer cards..Earlier 
this week, I began hearing from sources in the financial industry about an increasing number of fraudulent 
credit and debit card charges that were being traced to cards that had been very recently used at brick-
and-mortar stores run by the Dallas, Texas based high-end retail chain. Sources said that while it appears 
the fraud on those stolen cards was perpetrated at a variety of other stores, the common point of 
purchase among the compromised cards was Neiman Marcus.. 
 
ABORTION LAWS  IN TEXAS  
EDÉN SOTO ALVA-DALLAS, TEXAS 
pkg  2:12 
The Supreme Court has delivered a blow to opponents of the Texas abortion law by refusing to block a 
key provision that requires doctors performing abortions to have admitting rights at a hospital within 30 
miles..On November 19, the Supreme Court voted along conservative/liberal (and it should be noted 
male/female) lines 5 to 4 to keep the admitting provision   . The justices spent the past week examining 
the issue brought forth by Justice Antonin Scalia. Justices Clarence Thomas and Samuel A. Alito joined 
Scalia in writing the majority opinion.Chief Justice John G. Roberts and Anthony M. Kennedy presumably 
joined their conservative colleagues and voted to uphold the law, according toJustice Stephen G. Breyer 
joined the women of the bench - Justices Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Sonia Sotomayor and Elena Kagan - in 
voting to block the provision which, it has been argued, places unnecessary burdens on poor and rural-
dwelling women in Texas.It's been a topsy-turvy path for the new law, made famous of course by 
gubernatorial candidate Cecile Richards, president of Planned Parenthood (and daughter of former Texas 
governor Ann Richards) said in a statement,  
 
============================================================== 
 
01/13/2014 
 
UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFITS LATEST 
LOURDES MELUZA/ WASHINGTON, D.C 
PKG 2:06 
The Senate has postponed a pair of test votes on stalled unemployment legislation. The delays come as 
Republicans and Democrats seek a compromise to restore benefits to 1.3 million long-term jobless 
workers who lost them three days after Christmas.The Senate has confirmed one of President Barack 
Obama's key judicial nominees. The Senate voted 55-43 to confirm Robert Wilkins to the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the District of Columbia. That gives Democratic appointees a 7-4 majority on the court, 
second in clout only to the Supreme Court. 
 
LATINAS LIVING IN POVERTY IN THE U.S 
LUIS MEGID/ LOS ANGELES, CA 
PKG 1:48 
About 15 million Latinas living in poverty in the U.S. and one incident would be enough for anchoring them 
in financial ruin, so the majority supports more benefits such as sick days and times flexible, according to 
a report released Sunday. "The Shriver Report: A Woman's Nations Pushes Back from the Brink" portrays 
the alarming fact that, despite progress, one in three women in the U.S. live in poverty or on the brink of 
it.  In total, there are 42 million women in this condition, among them about 15 million Latino, and 28 



million children who depend on them.  Although their problems do not reach the level of marginalization of 
women in other countries, women make up  two-thirds of the poor and illiterate people in the world-they 
are damaging their financial stability. The report coincides with the debate on social inequality in a country 
where it is sold the idea that women, who make up half the workforce, "they can have it all" but the reality 
is that "work hard … do everything and still fail, and that's a drag on the economy, "said author and 
journalist Maria Shriver, a member of the Kennedy dynasty.  
 
WEST VIRGINIA WATER CONTAMINATION 
VO: 25 
A fraction of the 300,000 people in Charleston, W.Va., who have been without running water for five days 
because of a chemical spill have been told they can start using it again. They'll have to first flush out their 
systems. Service for all of the metropolitan Charleston area is at least days away. 
 
============================================================== 
 
01/14/2014 
 
SUPPORT FOR AN IMMIGRATION REFORM 
JAIME GARCIA/ LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
PKG 1:49 
For the second time in a week, U.S. Secretary of Commerce Penny Pritzker publicly expressed her 
support for immigration reform . Pritzker, whose great-grandfather immigrated from Russia at the age of 
10, told the Los Angeles Times that immigration reform is a "moral, as well as an economic issue" and 
one that holds "economic opportunity" for the country.Immigration reform under a Senate-passed bill 
would boost the U.S. economy by $1.4 trillion over the next 20 years, she said. In California, Pritzker said, 
the reform would create 77,000 new jobs and swell the economy by $7 billion "in the near term." Fifty 
percent of doctorate candidates for math and science are immigrants, as well as 57% of those studying 
engineering -- areas where the United States has a crucial need, she said.  
 
TSA GUNS CHECK POINTS 
VO: 24 
The increase in seized handguns is the third and largest annual jump since 2010.  From Jan. 1st to Dec. 
26th in 2013, the TSA saw a 20 percent increase from the previous year in the amount of guns it 
confiscated in the U.S. from passengers trying to smuggle them into their carry-ons.In 2013, a total of 
1,828 guns -- the highest amount recorded since the TSA began tracking smuggled firearms -- were 
confiscated across the nation's airports, according to a recently released analysis of TSA data by the 
Medill National Security Journalism Initiative.While it's legal for travelers to transport unloaded firearms as 
checked baggage, it is illegal to carry a handgun aboard a commercial airliner. The TSA has to notify local 
authorities when a gun is discovered at security checkpoints, who determine whether to make an arrest, 
issue a ticket or take other action. 
 
============================================================== 
 
01/15/2014 
 
IMMIGRATION SETTLEMENT 
BLANCA ROSA VILCHEZ/ NEW YORK 
PKG 2:17 
Governor Andrew M. Cuomo today announced a major settlement agreement that will help make 
communities more just and affordable by ending the reported harassment and intimidation of mainly 
Spanish-speaking immigrant tenants in nearly 1,800 apartments within 49 buildings in Harlem, 
Washington Heights, Brooklyn and the South Bronx. The steps outlined in the unprecedented agreement 
between New York State's Tenant Protection Unit (TPU) and Castellan Real Estate Partners/Liberty Place 
Property Management include monitoring of the landlord's practices for up to three years, the 
establishment of a fund to compensate mistreated tenants, the return of tenants that had been wrongfully 
removed from their homes and requirement that all future communication between landlord and tenants 
be conducted in both English and Spanish. The allegations against Castellan that led the TPU to open its 



investigation earlier this year included: failure to provide renewal leases; false fees on individuals' rent 
statements when tenants have payment receipts; and requesting tenants provide documents proving 
income or Social Security numbers to determine citizenship status, all of which are illegal to do to existing 
leaseholders. In other cases, the owner's staff is alleged to have personally threatened tenants, telling 
them they could face eviction because of their immigration status or lack-of-proof of adequate income. 
Tenants also detailed being pressured to accept inadequate buyouts to leave their rent-regulated homes 
and waive their rights through English-only settlement documents - given to tenants who could not read 
English. 
 
1.1 TRILLION IN GOVERNMENT FUNDING 
VO: 23 
A $1.1 trillion spending bill for operating the government until just before next fall's election steamed 
through the battle-weary House on Wednesday over tepid protests from tea party conservatives, driven by 
a bipartisan desire to restore painful cuts in domestic and defense programs and show disaffected voters 
that Congress can do its job. The bill swept through the House on a 359-67 vote and was on track for a 
big Senate vote by week's end. Republicans voted for the bill by a 2 1/2-1 margin, and just three 
Democrats were opposed. The measure funds virtually every agency of government and contains 
compromises on almost every one of its 1,582 pages. It covers the one-third of government spending 
subject to annual decisions by Congress and the White House, programs that have absorbed the brunt of 
budget cuts racked up since Republicans reclaimed control of the House three years ago. 
 
NEW DOCUMENTS REVEAL OF PRIEST SEXUALLY ABUSED CHILDREN 
VIVIANA AVILA/ CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 
PKG 2:07 
The Archdiocese of Chicago will on Wednesday hand thousands of pages documenting clergy sex abuse 
allegations to victims' attorneys who have for years fought to hold the Catholic Church accountable for its 
handling of such claims. The attorneys plan to next week make public the documents detailing allegations 
of crimes concealed and priests assigned to positions that allowed them to continue molesting children. 
The nation's third-largest archdiocese agreed to release the files as part of settlements with abuse 
victims, and will include complaints, personnel documents and other files for about 30 priests with 
substantiated abuse allegations. The documents are similar to recent disclosures by other dioceses in the 
U.S. that showed how the church shielded priests and failed to report child sex abuse to authorities. 
Chicago officials said most of the abuse occurred before 1988 and none after 1996. 
 
CHEMICALS IN BABIES CLOTHING 
GALO ARELLANO/ MIAMI, FLORIDA 
PKG 2:15 
Children's garments made in two of China's largest manufacturing bases contain toxic chemicals that 
pose health risks, a new report claims. Research by environmental campaign group Greenpeace says 
tests by independent laboratories on 85 children's garments - made in either Zhili Town in Zhejiang 
Province or Shishi City in Fujian Province - detected the hormone disrupter NPE in more than half of 
them. Nine in ten items made of polyester tested positive for antimony, and phthalates - which are known 
for their toxicity to the reproductive system - were found in high concentrations on two samples. The 
products were bought by Greenpeace staff between June and October of this year.  
Garments from the two centres are sold to both domestic and international markets, including the Middle 
East, Southeast Asia, Africa, Europe and North America.  
 
OBESITY LINKED TO INCOME 
VO: 23 
Combating childhood obesity is a topic a lot of us are invested in. Even first lady Michelle Obama has 
made it one of her priorities. And we have a look at the latest numbers. Are they falling? a recent study 
shows -- for some kids -- It may be more about their parents education than anything else. A recent study 
published in the journal PNAS shows that children from better-educated and wealthier parents also have 
lower rates of childhood obesity. Researchers from Harvard University found that, nationally -- childhood 
obesity rates did not rise between 2009 and 2010, but during that same period,  The obesity rates for kids 
whose parents have only a high school education rose about five percent -- from 20 to 25 percent.  At the 
very same time -- kids who's parents are college educated had obesity rates cut in half -- half! From 14 to 



7 percent. Why?  Well, one thing the study found was that kids in more affluent families were more likely 
to increase the amount of days they exercised for at least 20 minutes. The poorer kids did not. something 
to note: less advantaged kids ate fewer calories overall -- But in both groups, calorie consumption was 
down. And interestingly, all of the kids reported getting the message that they should exercise more and 
eat better.  
 
============================END OF PART ONE============================= 
 


