
530 East Alverdez Avenue
Clewiston, Florida 33440

T. 863-983-5900
F. 888-858-0995

www.gladesmedia.com

        

QUARTERLY REPORT
3rd QUARTER

PUBLIC AFFAIR ISSUES
July 1st, 2014 – September 30th, 2014

Glades Media has addressed important public affairs issues in the past quarter 
by focusing on hurricane preparedness, voting and elections, citrus and 
agriculture, adult education, boating and water safety, and summer recreation. 
WAFC AM 590-FM 100.5-FM 92.5 has guests on our weekday morning show 
from 8AM to 8:30 AM. The guests are county officials and other professionals 
and volunteers who are knowledgeable on the subject covered during the 
quarter:

• Hurricane Preparedness
• Voting / Elections
• Citrus / Agriculture
• Adult Education
• Water Safety
• Summer Recreation

July 8, 2014
Issue: Adult Education
Topic: Southwest Florida Community Foundation Donation, summer programs at 
Library
Guest: Ava Barrett, Director of Hendry County Library Cooperative and Clewiston 
Public Library

Director Ava Barrett came in to discuss several programs at the local library. The Library 
also recently received a $20,000 grant to purchase the rights to use Microsoft IT 
Academy. Participants and graduated in the academy will be certified users of Word, 
Excel, Outlook, and Publisher. They are also in need of e-books, updated children’s 
books and will be working on a family literacy program – which includes adult literacy. 

Programs available at the local libraries:
• GED Program
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• Summer Tutoring
• Summer School
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July 10, 2014
Issue: Summer Recreation, Water Safety
Topic: Clewiston Parks & Recreation Summer Camp
Guest: Lance Ramer, Director of Park and Recreation

Lance Ramer was our guest to discuss the 2nd session of summer camp beginning. 
Clewiston Parks and recreation is also offering swimming lessons and lifeguard training 
as part of their summer programs. Beginning at the age of 13 students can become 
Counselors in Training or Lifeguards in training. Registrations for summer camp can be 
completed online. For adults there will be co-ed softball and a men’s basketball league. 
Co-ed softball will begin at the end of August. There are also renovations beginning at 
the Senior Center. In the coming days there will be a bike rodeo, FWC agents will speak 
to students in Summer Camp, and Aqua Zumba will begin at the C.S. Mopp Pool on 
Saturdays at 9 a.m.

July 17, 2014
Issue: Agriculture
Topic: Florida Panther, Ranchers and Farmers Assistance Program
Guest: Dr. Jennifer Korn

Dr. Jennifer Korn discussed a new program from Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission that is designed to assist Florida landowners in helping to protect the 
Florida Panther while protecting their land and livestock. Dr. Korn has also been placing 
cameras out to locate and observe the Florida Panther. Farmers and ranchers can visit 
floridapanthernet.org for more information. 

August 5, 2014
Issue: Hurricane Preparedness
Topic: Tree Trimming, right of way. Mosquitos
Guest: Sean Scheffler, Director of Public Works

Sean Scheffler was our guest to discuss the City of Clewiston’s recommendations for 
tree-trimming in preparation for storms and hurricanes. There is a charge to dispose of 
limbs and tree branches that are above and beyond the normal waste pick-up. It is his 
recommendation that anyone hiring a company to trim their trees is sure to hire a 
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licensed and insured company. He also recommends residents are clear with company 
on which party is responsible for the waste and the costs to dispose of it 
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August 14, 2014
Issue: Summer Recreation
Topic: Gatorama, hatching festival, and fish eating creek
Guest: Patti Register, Owner – Gatorama

The owner of local park, Gatorama, was our guest to discuss the history of the Glades 
county park.  Each year visitors come from all over the country to hatch an alligator from 
its egg! Patti is extending park hours the last week of August to accommodate all of her 
visitors. Guests are strongly encouraged to make reservations online at Gatorama.com. 
Patti and her husband Allen also have taken over management of Fisheating Creek 
State Park. Seminole Wars were actually fought on the banks of Fisheating creek. There 
is kayaking, boating, camping, and hiking opportunities at the park.

August 26, 2014
Issue: Adult Education
Topic: Classes Available at Library
Guest: Ava Barrett
 
Ava Barrett is the Director for the Hendry County Library System. The Libraries 
are offering classes for families to take together in order to improve student 
performance on the FCAT. The library is also offering classes to adults for 
improving computer skill and English Speaking skills for Spanish speakers. 
 
September 2, 2014
Issue: Hurricane Preparedness
Topic: Food Supply, water, house preparations 
Guest: Sean Scheffler

Sean discussed preparing our homes for hurricanes with the use shutters. His 
recommendation was to perform a check of tools and supplies currently on hand to be 
sure homeowners had in their possession the items they need in the event a hurricane is 
approaching and they need to protect their homes. Residents should also begin (if they 
haven’t already) collecting food items and water for their family. One idea is to fill a 
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bathtub with water and use that for things like flushing the toilet or bathing should the 
water system shut down. 

September 4, 2014
Issue: Elections
Topic: Newly Elected School Board member
Guest: Stephanie Busin
 
Stephanie is a newly elected school board member for Hendry County Schools. 
She earned enough votes during the primary elections cycle to win the election 
before the general. Stephanie is looking forward to serving and discussed some 
ideas she has regarding making the board meetings available online for residents 
to watch at home. 
 
September 11, 2014
Issue: Elections
Topic: Amendment 2
Guest: Sheriff Steve Whidden
 
Sheriff Whidden came in to discuss Constitutional Amendment 2 that will be on 
the November ballot. Amendment 2 is the proposed medical marijuana 
amendment that will allow for medical use of marijuana in the State of Florida. 
Sheriff shared with us that the amendment has loopholes and the title of it is not 
representative of the actual changes that will take place if it passes. The 
implications to the state are far reaching and probably harmful if passed. 
 
September 16, 2014
Issue: Summer Recreation
Topic: Clewiston Golf Course
Guest: Robbie Rush
 
Robbie Rush is the PGA Golf Pro that manages and oversees the Clewiston Golf 
Course. Robbie shared with us upcoming events and clinics available at the local 
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golf course.  He also discussed what it means to be a PGA member and how one 
qualifies. Robbie and the Clewiston Gold Course are also working on ways to 
partner with First Tee of West Palm to engage children in the community. 
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September 25, 2014
Issue: Elections
Topic: Upcoming Deadlines
Guest: Brenda Hoots
 
Brenda Hoots, Hendry County Supervisor of Elections, was our guest to discuss 
upcoming deadlines and important dates at the elections office.  Early Voting will 
be from October 20, 2014 to November 1, 2014. Office hours will be from 9am – 
7pm during the week and 9am to 5pm on weekends.  Books close for the 
General election on October 6th. This will be the last day for a new voter to 
register to vote. Brenda also shared tips on finding the best sources to research 
candidates and ballot initiatives. During our last election on 15% of registered 
voters voted. The elections office is hoping to increase those votes.
 
September 30, 2014
Topic: Citrus and agriculture
Guest: Monji Zekri, Citrus Extension Agent, University of Florida
 
Monji was our guest to discuss citrus greening, psyllids, citrus research, and the 
Florida citrus industry. Currently groves across the State have been fighting 
citrus greening which is a disease hurting our citrus crops.  In fact Monji states 
that every grove in the state has had to deal with citrus greening and the insect 
that carries the disease, the African Psyllid, at some point since the disease first 
appeared in 2005. The citrus industry is a 9 billion dollar industry in Florida and 
employs 23,000 people. Currently the University of Florida and the USDA are 
conducting research on the vector (the carrier psyllids), protecting the plant, and 
recovering damaged plants. Monji works at the Hendry County Extension Office 
in LaBelle offering assistance and resources to local growers.

IN-HOUSE CAMPAIGNS

General Community Education:
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Sandra Gerber - Hendry Regional Medical Center, Swing Bed Program, July 24, 2014
Gregg Gillman - Hendry EDC, ALTAIR; July 31, 2014 
Meaghan Johnson – Firehouse Community Theatre, auditions and upcoming season; 
August 7, 2014
Jessica Dupree, Clewiston High School Band; August 12, 2014
Denise Hatton, Clewiston Chamber Photo Contest; August 28, 2014
Commissioner Karson Turner, Airglades; September 9, 2014
Alexis D’Stafano, Humane Society; September 23, 2014

Community Campigns:

As part of WAFC AM 590-FM 100.5-FM 92.5 commitment to be actively involved in the 
community we were part of the Hendry Sherriff’s Office Community Fun Day on August 
16th, 2014

As part of WAFC AM 590-FM 100.5-FM 92.5 commitment to be actively involved in the 
community we were part of the Latin-American Music Festival on September 27, 2014


