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LIST OF COMMUNITY PROBLEMS AND NEEDS OF AREA SERVED
BY STATION WPTV (SCRIPPS BROADCASTING
Holdings LLC) WEST PALM BEACH, FLORIDA

(April 1, 2021 – June 30, 2021)

1. The continuing challenges posed by the coronavirus pandemic and its continuing 
effects  on our local communities and particularly the need for vaccination to ensure the 
area’s health.

2. The problems facing or local economy as a huge influx of new residents challenge an 
infrastructure that is slowly ramping back up.

3. The persistent pressing issues of our environment particularly the water quality of Lake 
Okeechobee and the surrounding waterways. 

4.  The on-going problem of crime and how the pandemic has impacted the crime-levels 
in communities.

5.  The issues facing minority members and how the community is working to address 
those issues.  
 
6.  The challenges and decisions around education and how school can operate as the 
pandemic eases and plans for the  fall semester are decided.



WPTV SIGNIFICANT PROGRAMS AND BROADCAST EFFORTS IN RESPONSE 
TO THE FOREGOING NEEDS AND PROBLEMS OF THE COMMUNITY

1. A. TITLE: Various D.SOURCE: Local
   B.  TIME/DAY: Within 5am, 6am E.FREQUENCY: Weekly
         12pm, 5, 5:30 6 & 11pm or Sundays at 6:30am

C. TYPE: Public Affairs

Reports and interviews usually two to three minutes in length, which expand upon 
current problems and issues facing the community.

PROBLEM/NEED 1 – 4/1/21– Standards are in the works for a digital way to prove 
your COVID-19 vaccination. The President’s staff says the federal government won’t 
be developing these, mainly due to privacy concerns. But the framework is being set up 
for big companies like Microsoft and Salesforce to make sure a digital vaccine record is 
verifiable and secure.  (1-2 minutes in length –6:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 1 – 4/2/21 – Health and Human Services is kicking off a new effort 
to show how safe and effective COVID vaccine are. The “We Can Do This” campaign 
is using ads to spread the word about the three vaccines that have been approved for 
emergency use in the U.S. The government is also getting help from a mix of athletes, 
faith leaders and other prominent people to spread the word about the vaccines. (1-2 
minutes in length – 6:00PM)
 
PROBLEM/NEED 1 – 4/5/21 – The Port St. Lucie County Commission will consider 
repealing a mandate on wearing masks in place since last July. One commissioner says 
she has been trying to repeal the mask mandate for months. An area pulmonologist says 
it is way too soon. If the mask mandate is repealed it only applies to government owned 
spaces, private businesses can still require masks. Some residents at the commission 
meeting said they do want to be mindful of other people’s opinions and respect one 
another.  (1-2 minutes in length - 11:00PM)



PROBLEM/NEED 1 – 4/6/21 –Researchers estimate  that one of the lasting impacts of 
the pandemic is that homelessness among working-age adults is projected to grow 
without government intervention. One local company says it’s not a government 
problem, and instead they are focusing on changing corporate culture. Genetics Institute 
of America in Delray  Beach is partnered with The Lord’s Place to hire adults who are 
currently homeless or in transition. The CEO says her company is dedicated to creating 
a corporate culture that’s inclusive, diverse, and encouraging and she hopes other 
industries will follow.   (1-2 minutes in length –11:00PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 1 –4/8/21 – More than ½ a million Americans have recently signed 
up for the Biden Administration’s Special Health Insurance coverage. The centers for 
Medicare and Medicare Services reports 528,000 people have taken advantage of the 
sign-up window. President Biden reopened government sponsored health insurance 
markets as the number of uninsured Americans increased due to COVID-19. The 
special sign-up window for Affordable Care Act plans is available until August 15th.   
(1-2 minutes in length – 6:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 1 – 4/8/21 – The Governor of Florida Ron DeSantis’ administration 
is suing the federal government in an attempt to get the Centers for Disease Control to 
allow cruise ships to resume sailing immediately. The cruise ship industry generates 
billions for the Florida economy. The industry needs CDC approval to sail from U.S. 
ports, however until then travel agents say most cruise lines are departing from foreign 
ports. Some passengers are waiting patiently and pushing back their next cruise to 
January.   (1-2 minutes in length –11:00PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 1 – 4/20/21 – Public Health Departments have garnered a lot of 
attention from Congress throughout the pandemic. Tens of billions of dollars have gone 
into coronavirus response operations, and public health officials who have dealt with 
small budgets for years are happy to have the extra funding, but they wonder what 
happens when the pandemic lifts? The Big Cities Health Coalition says it’s tough for 
departments to have upgraded public health systems when money comes and goes, and 
it also impacts staffing. The public health workforce has lost 20% of workers since 
2008 yet the population keeps growing. Last month a group of senators reintroduced a 
measure that would establish more steady funding for public health department.  (1-2 
minutes in length  - 11:00PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 1 – 4/30/20 – The pandemic has put a renewed focus on mental 
health and substance abuse. But it’s not just adults who may be suffering. Teens are 
having a difficult time too and now a new program is helping them cope. The Palm 
Beach County Behavioral Health Coalition is putting on a free youth summit. It will be 
both a virtual and in-person event with help from non-profits and businesses in the 
community. Organizers say the goal is to give teens a safe space to talk about the 
pandemic and other difficult topics.  (1-2 minutes in length –11:00PM)



PROBLEM/NEED 1 – 5/1/21 – A measure to ban vaccine passports in Florida is 
heading to the Governor’s desk. The bill passed the state congress this week. It 
prohibits a business, school, or government entity from requiring proof of the COVID-
19 vaccine. Governor DeSantis also signed an executive order to ban anything that 
forces people to show they’ve had a shot.    (1-2 minutes in length – 6:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 1 – 5/3/21 – The Governor signed an executive order suspending all 
local coronavirus mandates right away. One of the biggest impacts of the Governor’s 
emergency order will be on Palm Beach County’s face mask mandate, which was in 
place until May 18th. DeSantis says that local governments have overstepped their 
authority by putting restrictions on businesses and keeping children out of in-person 
education. He also signed a new law saying with  the exception of hurricanes, business 
should be free from government mandates to close and schools should remain open for 
in-person instruction.  (1-2 minutes in length – 11:00PM)  

PROBLEM/NEED 1 – 5/3/21 – Businesses in the food industry can start applying for a 
new round of financial help. The federal government has opened the Restaurant 
Revitalization Fund. The program is meant to help one of the industries hardest hit by 
the pandemic. Owners can apply for money to pay employee wages, mortgages, 
construction of outdoor seating and other costs associated with operating. It’s being run 
by the small business administration , which says it is doing all it can to make sure 
owners get what they need to survive.    (1-2 minutes in length 11:00PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 1 – 5/24/21– CareerSource of Palm Beach County says in the last 
month 5,000 more people found jobs. Experts say if there ever was a time to find work, 
it’s now, but expect that job hunting may get more competitive as more people are 
forced out of unemployment due to loss of federal benefits. CareerSource says 
employers are having a really difficult time staffing their businesses and with more 
people out and about the demand to hire is increasing. They’ve seen employers having 
to bump up pay rates, offering benefits, hiring bonuses, and payments for interviews so 
it has been an interesting time. (1-2 minutes in length – 11:00PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 1 – 5/29/21 – Governor DeSantis is calling for cheaper prescription 
drugs. He’s asking the federal government to push forward a plan he says will save 
Floridians hundreds of millions of dollars. Two years ago the state legislature passed a 
measure that would allow Florida to import medications directly from Canada at lower 
prices than the U.S. but it has never been utilized.   (1-2 minutes in length – 6:00AM)  

PROBLEM/NEED 1 – 6/6/21 –  In the past two months, ransomware attacks have 
briefly shut down the world’s largest meat supplier and the Colonial Pipeline gas 
producer. The Biden administration says Russian criminals are responsible for the 
cyberattacks, as lawmakers debate how to stop them including slapping new sanctions 
against that country. The Justice Department has launched a new task force to prosecute 
cyber attackers, treating ransomware cases with the same priority as terrorism cases. 
But the Biden team says companies need to increase their security and not pay ransom. 



Colonial Pipeline, which supplies fuel to 45% of the east coast, paid its hackers 4.4 
million dollars. Lawmakers want greater transparency as more big companies are 
hacked.   (1-2 minutes in length – 11:00PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 1 – 6/7/21 – There are still glitches in the Florida Department of 
Economic Opportunity website, which is handling unemployment benefits for the state. 
The system has been difficult to log into and those who do are getting messages that the 
system is down. The problem is actually driving more people to seek jobs since 
applying for unemployment has so many roadblocks and error in the online system. The 
CONNECT system is experiencing higher than average wait times when users try to 
enter the system. Users may be placed in the CONNECT Virtual Waiting Room while 
other users access the system during times of heavy traffic. (1-2 minutes in length – 
11:00PM) 

PROBLEM/NEED 1 – 6/9/21 – Health experts say the flu season could be vicious this 
year. The main reason? Officials say after the COVID-19 lockdown, many people may 
over-do being around large groups of people. The 2020-2021 flu season was noticeably 
light, largely because of mask-wearing and a lack of human interaction. The CDC says 
flu cases usually counted in the tens of millions, only accounted for a few thousand this 
year in the U.S. Roughly 8% of Americans get sick from the flu every year, according 
to the CDC.  (1-2 minutes in length - 11:00PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 1 –6/15/21 – It was the most anticipated financial news of the year. 
The Chairman of the Federal Reserve spoke on inflation and COVID stimulus money 
and whether the government will expedite an interest rate hike. A new poll reveals 
people are more worried than ever about inflation. Those concerns are not unfounded. 
Inflation rates are expected to reach 4% by this time next year.  (1-2 minutes in length – 
6:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 2 – 4/1/21 – Applications for unemployment benefits rose by 
61,000 last week to 719,000. It’s a signal many employers are still cutting jobs even as 
more businesses reopen, vaccines are ramping up and federal aid spreads through the 
economy. Though the pace of applications has dropped sharply since earlier this year, 
historically they’re still high. Before the pandemic flatted the economy a year ago, 
weekly jobless claims typically ran below 220,000. (1-2 minutes in length 6:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 2  – 4/6/21 – Sponsors for legalizing recreational marijuana were in 
Tallahassee trying to drum up support for their policies. To date, none of their policies 
has received discussion in committee. Senator Randolph Bracy said his bill SB 1916 
would authorize marijuana use for those 21 and older. It would also provide an 
infrastructure plan for cultivating, selling, and testing the drug. Bracy said legalization 
would dramatically reduce Florida’s prison population and bolster the state economy by 
opening a new industry.   (1-2 minutes in length –11:00PM) 



PROBLEM/NEED 2 – 4/8/21 – It has been more than a year since we last saw the 
Bahamas Paradise Cruise Line set sail. The CD shut down sailing last year when 
several coronavirus outbreaks were tied to ships worldwide. The Bahamas Paradise 
Cruise Line is just a two-night cruise and just a smaller scale operation for the cruise 
industry. The Governor through the state of Florida is filing  a lawsuit against the 
federal government and the CDC demanding the cruise ships be opened immediately. 
The no-sail order has hurt the state as the cruise industry generate billions for the 
economy. The Governor wants to keep travel/vacation money here in the state. (1-2 
minutes in length -11:00PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 2 – 4/16/21 – Business experts say that retail sales surged right after 
stimulus checks went out. Retail sales rose a whopping 9.8% in March, according to the 
Commerce Department, with the Sporting Goods sector seeing the biggest gain. That’s 
followed by clothing and motor vehicle parts and dealers. Food and beverage sales also 
saw a big bump, thanks in part to states relaxing COVID restrictions.  (1-2 minutes in 
length – 6:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 2 – 4/19/21 – With the class of 2021 nipping at their heels, 
thousands of 2020 graduates are still looking for jobs. According to a survey from 
career website Monster – 45% of 2020 graduates are still on the hunt for jobs. With 
vaccines rolling out, and businesses opening, the economy has drastically improved 
since their graduations last May. The March 2021 job report showed overall U.S. 
unemployment at 6%. But when looking at the 20 to 24 demographic the 
unemployment rate jumps to more than 10%. There is cause for optimism though 
Monster previously reported 82% of employers plan on hiring this year.  (1-2 minutes 
in length - 6:00AM) 

PROBLEM/NEED 2 – 4/26/21 – A study by researches in Mexico and the U.S. found 
that working from home will lift productivity in the economy by 5%. That’s mostly due 
to the time we save from not having to commute. Researchers estimate that 1/5 of our 
workdays will be done at home after the pandemic.  (1-2 minutes in length 6:00AM) 

PROBLEM/NEED 2 – 5/3/21 – The owner of PrideStaff, a West Palm Beach job 
recruiter was interviewed about trying to place workers with local businesses. 
Hospitality is one of many fields struggling to find talent – everything from non-profits 
seeking a comptroller to data entry clerks. Unemployed Floridians can make a 
maximum of $575 dollars a week from state and federal programs. Currently a jobless 
person in Florida can collect unemployment benefits at the rate of $14.37 per hour. 
According to Indeed.com that’s a better average hourly wage in Florida than servers, 
hotel front desk clerks, and office workers. More money to stay home. Plus their 
personal expenses are lower. In some cases workers that were laid off, found other jobs, 
or left the area. Some hospitality businesses are offering signing bonuses and pay 
significantly higher than pre-pandemic level. The benefits the unemployed workers are 



collecting are likely to expire as the economy improves.   (1-2 minutes in length – 
11:00PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 2 – 5/4/21 – According to Visit Florida, the state is second only to 
Brazil in global orange juice production. In most citrus seasons, more than 90% of 
America’s orange juice supply is made from Florida-grown oranges. It also means bog 
money for Florida’s economy. Visit Florida says growing, packing, processing, and 
selling citrus brings in nearly $9 billion dollars per year in Florida.  (1-2 minutes in 
length 11:00PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 2 –  5/5/21 – A gaming compact brokered by Governor DeSantis 
and the Seminole tribe promises billions in new state revenue and lets current Hard 
Rock casinos in South Florida offer craps and roulette. The Tribe is also becoming a 
hub for mobile sports betting, bringing it to the nation’s third largest state. But a 
majority of Floridians want the public to vote and have the say so on a final compact. 
Some are warning the breath of the compact could violate Amendment 3 of the state 
constitution. Opponents of the gambling expansion warn that more gambling in Florida 
will hurt our economy, our communities, and our taxpayers.    (1-2 minutes in length - 
11:00PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 2 – 5/13/21 – Prices are rising and according to the Chief Financial 
Analyst for Bankrate when the economy was under lockdown in 2020 price levels were 
actually declining so on that basis, it compounds how much more it seems that prices 
are rising. Bankrate says the price hikes are typical following a recession. But there is 
no telling how long these higher prices will last until the supply chain starts to recover. 
(1-2 minutes in length - 11:00PM)

 
PROBLEM/NEED 2 – 5/19/21 – The pandemic had a disproportionate impact on 
women leaving the workforce. And there are indicators that the trend could continue. 
Research from a global inclusion company found a majority of working women around 
the world, not just the U.S. say their work and home duties have increased, and they 
don’t feel like they are getting enough support from their employer on balancing their 
work and home life. Overall job satisfaction has dropped 30%. More major brands are 
realizing these problems and are taking action. They are forming a coalition with a 
promise to make sure women are not held back in the workforce.   (1-2 minutes in 
length – 11:00PM) 

PROBLEM/NEED 2 –5/24/21 – Florida has some of the lowest unemployment pay in 
the nation – a weekly maximum of $275. For those claiming benefits during the 
pandemic, the $300 boost made the difference. Without the boost people were worried 
about paying bills and retaining their health insurance. But that was 2020 and state 
officials say the state’s economy is in a better place. Losing the federal bump  will 
bring people back to the workforce. There are 400,000 jobs available in the state 
currently.  (1-2 minutes in length –11:00PM)



PROBLEM/NEED 2 – 6/1/21 – Americans are experiencing a Hot Vax Summer. As 
more Americans get vaccinated they are going on vacation, dining out and spending 
cash. All signs that this summer is returning to normal. Flight fares are near or even 
above pre-pandemic levels, and the pent-up demand is driving up the costs. People are 
heading back to restaurants, and happy hour is back.  Alcohol sales are leveling off 
after an explosive 2020. People are dressing up and concerts are back! All signs that the 
economy is bouncing back quickly.  (1-2 minutes in length – 6:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 2 – 6/3/21 – The number of Americans seeking unemployment 
benefits fell last week for a fifth straight week to a new pandemic low. According to the 
U.S. Labor Department’s weekly numbers, jobless claims dropped by 20,000 last week 
to 385,000. Experts say the drop in applications reflects a rebound in economic growth 
and the job market’s steady recovery from the coronavirus recession. Overall the 
economy remains down a little more than eight million jobs from its level in February 
2020, when the impacts of the virus tore through the economy.  (1-2 minutes in length - 
6:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 2 – 6/4/21 – The latest jobs report is out, and it shows more than 
550,000 jobs were added to the U.S. economy last month. Another positive sign, the 
unemployment rate also fell below 6%. However, many employers say they’re having a 
hard time filling open positions. In Florida the Governor says there are more than 
400,000 jobs available statewide.  (1-2 minutes in length - 11:00PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 2 – 6/10/21 – As the economy rebounds, more jobs are becoming 
available. CareerSource Palm Beach County is helping connect job seekers with new 
careers. The organization is teaming up with the Mandel Public Library in West Palm 
Beach to launch a free employment program. Starting June 23rd, jobseekers have access 
to resources and services to help find the right job for them. (1-2 minutes in length - 
11:00PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 2 – 6/10/21 –Consumers continue to pay more as prices jumped up 
again. The Labor Department says consumer prices were up more than half a percent 
from April to May. From May of last year to this year, prices soared 5% the biggest 12-
month spike since 2008. The surge is in a range of goods and services now in growing 
demand as the economy rapidly recovers from the pandemic induced recession. (1-2 
minutes in length – 6:00AM) 

PROBLEM/NEED 2 – 6/11/21 – Prices for ride-sharing services continue to skyrocket 
amidst a driver shortage. Rakuten reports that prices for rides from Uber and Lyft 
spiked 40% nationwide. Industry analysts say the demand for ridesharing has increased 
as the economy rebounds and the travel and hospitality industries see growth. In April, 
Uber announced it was launching a $250 million stimulus to boost earning s for drivers. 
Lyft also reports hiring was up more than 25% from the end of February. (1-2 minutes 
in length – 6:00AM)



PROBLEM/NEED 3 – 4/5/21– A group of lawmakers from the Treasure Coast are 
pushing a new effort to permanently end water discharges from Lake Okeechobee into 
the St. Lucie River. U.S. Congressman Brian Mast, State Senator Gayle Harrell and 
State Representative Toby Overdorf are leading the charge. They argue that recent 
analysis from the Army Corps of Engineers found regulatory discharges from Lake 
Okeechobee into  the river are unnecessary for flood control. They say eliminating 
releases would actually help the water supply and the environment. The Corps is 
expected to choose the discharge schedule that will be used for the next decade, by 
July.   (1-2 minutes in length –11:00PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 3 – 4/9/21 –  Another day at the beach for Diane Buhler means 
another day combatting a rising tide of trash. Diane has been walking seven plus miles 
of private beachfront on Palm Beach for seven plus years. She says it’s a piece of 
beachfront that the town does not touch, but she picks up  the ever-increasing plastic on 
the beach. In 2013 she started her own non-profit bringing in friends to help her. She 
spies plastic everywhere, assorted garbage dumped by beachgoers, and medical waste 
that washes ashore from unknown sources. With donations, Diane can hire helpers. One 
person can make a difference. She started with a small idea and has collected over 
180,000 pounds of trash. (1-2 minutes in length 11:00PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 3 – 4/13/21 – A new study has discovered that tiny bits of plastic 
could be traveling in the atmosphere. Researchers from Utah State and Cornell 
University have found about 22,000 tons of microplastics are being deposited across the 
U.S. each year. Eighteen percent of the plastic disposed ends up in the environment. 
Microplastics broken down can be small enough to be swept through road traffic. 
According to the study, plastics can stay airborne for up to six and a half days.  (1-2 
minutes in length –11:00PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 3 – 4/14/21 – The presence of blue green algae recently has some 
concerned about our local environment. However the head of the Army Corps of 
Engineers says conditions right now are not the same as they were three years ago. 
2018 was the last time toxic algae clogged the St. Lucie Estuary. Colonel Andrew Kelly   
says there has been some subaquatic vegetation growth. And he says it also helps that 
we have not had a major hurricane in several years.  (1-2 minutes in length –11:00PM)



PROBLEM/NEED 3 – 4/15/21 – They are the gentle giants of the Florida ecosystem. 
The manatee has always been a poster for promoting tourism yet each year protecting 
this threatened species grows more problematic. Dr. Edith Widder, founded ORCA -
Ocean Research and Conservation Association. She’s heartbroken but not surprised 
manatees are in the middle of a die off on Florida’s east coast. The die off seems to be 
tied with pollution at the bottom of the St. Lucie River. Researchers are plotting 
pollution maps which are showing the seagrass that manatees survive on is diminishing 
and being replaced by muck. The growing number of manatee mortalities is staggering  
- 637 died last year alone and 613 have died in just the first four months of 2021. Many 
have starved to death because they can’t find seagrass. And seagrass depletion means 
something far worse is happening – a cascade of pollution that filters from backyards, 
sewers, algae blooms, and discharges are slowly suffocating the cleanliness of our 
ecosystem and stopping it at its source is key.  (1-2 minutes in length – 11:00PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 3 – 4/21/21 – With a unanimous vote, the Boynton Beach 
Commission approved a new ban on Styrofoam on city property and use by city 
vendors. Sustainability Coordinator Rebecca Harvey says this is a small step to helping 
the environment. She says other cities like Delray Beach have similar measures in 
place, but Boynton’s includes balloons and confetti. She says all the items in the 
ordinance are dangerous, the items become microplastics that never biodegrade. Baby 
turtles have washed back ashore with their bellies full of plastics. The city will give 
rental discounts to people who don’t use foam or balloons and confetti. The next 12 
months will be an education period for vendors. Violators will have contracts 
terminated or face a fine.    (1-2 minutes in length – 11:00PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 3 – 4/22/21 – Today is Earth Day and it is a reminder to inspire and 
create positive change on the environment. Earth Day, which started back in 1970, is 
celebrated by more than a billion people every year in nearly 200 countries. Events will 
be streaming live today and can be watched on earthday.org to participate.   (1-2 
minutes in length -6:00AM)  

PROBLEM/NEED 3 – 4/22/21 – A new project to save Florida’s reefs. The chain of 
coral reefs off Florida’s coast has nearly gone extinct. Government and environmental 
groups have started planting 60,000 fragments of new coral in the Florida Keys. The 
three-year project involves transplanting coral grown in nurseries. The project began 
this week at the Eastern Dry Rock Sanctuary area near Key West. (1-2 minutes in 
length – 6:00AM)



PROBLEM/NEED 3 – 4/30/21 –  Last week students at Chesterbrook Academy in 
Palm Beach Gardens released 9,000 ladybugs throughout the schoolyard and back into 
the environment on plants, flowers, and trees. Students were dressed like ladybugs, 
wearing red and black. And in addition to the ladybug release, students also made art 
out of recycled items, planted seeds, and participated in a schoolyard cleanup.    (1-2 
minutes in length – 11:00PM) 

PROBLEM/NEED 3 –5/11/21 – Dr. Richard Raid is a plant pathologist. He works at 
the University of Florida’s Everglades Research and Education Center in Belle Glade. 
He is making the rounds of the property – not checking on plants but climbing a ladder 
to check on dozens of boxes. Inside the box is a barn owl mom with her young nestled 
in a dark corner. Rodents are a problem for famers especially sugar cane and sweet 
corn. Rats and mice feed on those crops.  Years ago, Dr. Raid started researching barn 
owls  and discovered they could help control the rodent population on a farm, and 
saving up to $30 million dollars of rat damage on the sugar cane crops annually, and 
not using toxic chemicals which can wind up in ground water. (1-2 minutes in length - 
11:00PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 3 – 5/12/21 – The Boyd Nature Preserve is planting more than 
3,000 new plants as part of its mission to restore the gopher tortoise habitat. The 
tortoises love a nice hot sunny day and are very active. Rangers keep tally of how many 
they can spot. Over 350 other species survive in the gopher habitat, so they too rely on 
it. Over the years the gopher tortoise has become a threatened species throughout the 
state. Their habitat is threatened by development. With a grant from the Perry 
Foundation, the Boyd Nature Preserve decided to use three acres of land never-before 
open to  the public to expand their habitat. Once the plantings grow into a field of grass 
and wildflowers, the gophers will naturally move to where the plants they love are. 
Eventually there will be hiking trails and a camp site for the public.
  (1-2 minutes in length - 11:00PM)  

PROBLEM/NEED 3 – 5/26/21 – Crystal clear water and a light breeze is a perfect day 
at the beach for Vicki Reis, who walks the beach every day. Abd this is the time of year 
when seaweed starts to wash in. For the past several years scientists at Florida Atlantic 
University have noticed more sargassum in the ocean and studied it. They are noticing a 
35% nitrogen increase in the Sargassum tissue. And that is a barometer of global 
change – a canary in the coal mine if you will for environmental damage. A mixture of 
humans and the environment has led to the nitrogen increase. Sargassum is used by sea 
life as a habitat at sea, by a study has found fewer living creatures in the seaweed. And 
large blooms which we are experiencing, cause rotting seaweed on the beaches and a 
smelly problem for hotels with tourists. Reducing our nitrogen footprint is a good first 
place to start reversing the problem.   (1-2 minutes in length – 11:00PM)



PROBLEM/NEED 3 – 5/28/21 –A drinking water advisory was issued for the city of 
West Palm Beach on this day. The city says a toxin produced by blue-green algae was 
detected in the water system, above federal health standards and that system supplies 
water to the city of west Palm Beach, the town of Palm Beach and the town of South 
Palm Beach.   (1-2 minutes in length –11:00PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 3 – 6/8/21 – Boca Raton proposed a ban on Styrofoam. If passed the 
ban would prevent vendors from using Styrofoam food containers such as plates, cups, 
and coolers on city property and at city events. It also includes a ban on balloons and 
confetti at parks and beaches. Twenty-six other municipalities have already passed 
similar ordinances. Local leaders say these items are extremely harmful to the 
environment and can be easily mistaken for food by wildlife. The plan also includes an 
educational campaign that would last a year to help spread awareness on the dangers of 
plastic waste and the alternatives that can be used instead. If passed the ordinance 
would take effect immediately.   (1-2 minutes in length – 11:00PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 3 – 6/9/21 – There will be a major decision from the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers that will impact our environment for years to come. The Corps is 
expected to release their newest plan for managing Lake Okeechobee and the 
surrounding waterways. It’s a decision that everyone has been watching for weeks. The 
Corps will set a new schedule for Lake Okeechobee discharges. There are five plans 
under consideration. Each would affect Palm Beach County and the Treasure Coast in 
different ways. The bottom-line question is  - how big will future water releases, when 
necessary – actually be. Local Congressman Brian Mast has been urging the Army 
Corps to slow releases into the St. Lucie River and Estuary.  (1-2 minutes in length – 
11:00PM)

PROBLEM/NEED  4  – 4/1/21– There was a disturbing arrest involving a Palm Beach 
County teacher. 27-year-old Xavier Donte Alexander is accused of soliciting a minor 
and detectives believe there could have been other victims. Alexander is a 4th grade 
teacher at Grove Park Elementary School in Palm Beach Gardens. According to the 
Palm Beach County Sheriff’s office, he is accused of traveling to meet a 2-year-old. 
And PBSO also says he’s a babysitter on Care.com and other websites. Anyone who 
thinks their child could be a victim is asked to contact the Sheriff’s office or 
Crimestoppers.   (1-2 minutes in length – 11:00PM) 

PROBLEM/NEED 4  – 4/4/21 –One person is recovering from a gunshot wound in the 
wake of what officials say was a road rage incident. The Palm Beach County Sheriff’s 
Office says what started as two cars driving along Southern Boulevard earlier today, 
ended at a Burger King in Royal Palm Beach. The injured driver is expected to be okay. 
Witnesses are being asked to contact the Sheriff’s office or Crimestoppers.    (1-2 
minutes in length – 6:00AM)



PROBLEM/NEED 4 – 4/6/21 –A Florida woman whose rape went unsolved for 
decades is pushing for change. Gail Gardner shared her painful story in a virtual news 
conference. In 1988 Gail was living in Malibu and was brutally raped by an intruder. 
She never heard anything from the police department. Her assault evidence was lost or 
not processed, and her attacker escaped justice. She is pushing for legislation changes 
that would require the state to create a database and track sexual assault evidence from 
the point of collection through the criminal justice process. Florida has made strides to 
clear its backlog of sexual assault kits in recent years. Advocates want to require rape 
kits to be sent to the crime lab within 30 days, and the testing process must be 
completed within 120 days. This is all so DNA does not get lost. This extra layer of 
accountability has the potential to bring victims one step closer to justice.   (1-2 minutes 
in length – 11:00PM)

 

PROBLEM/NEED 4 – 4/7/21 – A shooting in Lake Park overnight left one man dead a 
short distance away in West Palm Beach and another taken to the hospital. Neighbors 
describing the 10 gunshots, followed by 3 or 4 more. The man they have in custody on 
first degree murder and second-degree murder is a 25-year-old who was a star athlete 
locally in high school then at Florida State University and later signing with the NFL. 
He bounced around the NFL and Canadian Football League and had been released from 
his contract. He was denied bond. A horrible and deadly turn in what was a life with a 
bright future.  (1-2 minutes in length – 11PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 4 – 4/8/21 –  President Biden’s executive order on gun control seeks 
to close the loophole on ghost guns (guns without serial numbers and are untraceable), 
increase and implement red flag laws which allow family members to have guns 
removed from an unstable person’s possessions is being met with appreciation by some 
and resistance by others. Many local politicians are unwilling to make any changes to 
existing laws even in the wake of the Stoneman Douglas mass killing in Parkland. 
Today’s moves by the President comes on the heels of two mass shootings in one week 
that left 18 people dead.   (1-2 minutes in length -11:00PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 4 – 4/9/21 – A Florida man is heading to prison for cyberstalking 
and threatening a woman who was violently attacked as a child. Alvin George from 
Cross City didn’t know the woman. According to court documents he researched her 
more than 20 years ago and tortured her to live through it all over again by sending her 
photos of the crime scene and threatened to kill her. His punishment is at least four 
years in prison.  (1-2 minutes in length – 6:00AM)



PROBLEM/NEED 4 – 4/10/21 – In the Florida legislature House Bill 1 which has been 
dubbed the anti-riot bill is close to being passed. It allows police to challenge budgets , 
it opens communities to liability for poor riot control  and it creates or strengthens 
penalties against violent actors. Proponents, who are mostly Republicans say that in no 
way does it interfere with an individual’s right to free speech. Democratic opponents 
who are unified, tried to water down the policy with 12 amendments. None of the 
amendments were adopted despite committee members calling HB1 dangerous, costly, 
and too broad. All the rush to put this bill together comes in the wake of the Black 
Lives Matter protests of last summer and the January 6th Insurrection at the Capitol.  (1-
2 minutes in length – 6:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 4 – 4/14/21 – A seven-year-old boy was killed, and his mother 
injured in a shooting in Riviera Beach. Police say officers arrived at the scene just after 
midnight. Both victims were rushed to a nearby hospital, but the child later died of his 
injuries. Detectives and crime scene personnel are investigating the case. No arrests 
have been made.   (1-2 minutes in length – 11:00PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 4  –5/3 /21 – West Palm Beach Commissioners just approved a 
controversial ordinance. It bans sleeping and camping in certain areas. The approved it 
by a unanimous vote. Supporters of the ordinance say there is a public health issue 
especially in the downtown area. They’re concerned about issues like crime, human 
waste, and trash. Opponents say it criminalizes the homeless. They also say many of the 
people need resources not a visit from the police.  (1-2 minutes in length – 11:00PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 4 – 5/11/21 – Father and son Gregory and Travis McMichael and 
their neighbor William “Roddie” Bryan are set to appear before a federal judge. The 
three men are facing federal hate crime and attempted-kidnapping charges in the 20-20 
death of Ahmaud Arbery. This is in addition to the state counts they’re already facing. 
The Three are charged with murder after the 25-year-old black man was chased and 
fatally shot while running in their neighborhood.   (1-2 minutes in length - 6:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 4 – 5/17/21 – A former associate of Florida Congressman Matt 
Gaetz will accept a plea deal in exchange for cooperating with federal investigators. 
Joel Greenberg faced decades in prison on 33 federal charges ranging  from identity 
theft to sex with a minor. His cooperation is expected to help investigators looking into 
allegations whether Gaetz broke federal sex trafficking laws, prostitution, and public 
corruption. Gaetz has denied doing anything wrong and has not been charged with a 
crime. Greenberg started speaking with investigators last year. (1-2 minutes in length -
11:00PM)



PROBLEM/NEED 4 – 5/18/21 – The number of prisons in America is on the decline 
and so are the number of prisoners. Now communities are working to transform the 
empty spaces into new locations while promoting prison reform. The Associated Press 
reports between 2011amd 2016 at least 94 state facilities nationwide closed their doors. 
The reasons ranging from smaller budgets to lower crime rates. Prison reform 
advocates are urging communities to breath new life into these unused sites.    (1-2 
minutes in length - 6:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 4 – 5/18/21– Local police are warning about a rise in Bank Jugging. 
Police saw criminals will watch for people taking money out of an ATM then break 
into a car to try to steal cash. Palm Beach gardens Police say the crime is now 
happening in their city. The Department offered some tips to avoid becoming a victim. 
Look around for anyone who appears to be watching the ATM. If you see anyone 
following you, call 911 right away. Also keep your money out of sight and don’t leave 
it in your car. (1-2 minutes in length –11:00PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 4 – 5/18/21 – Congress passed legislation today aimed at curbing 
hate crimes against Asian and Pacific Americans. The new law speeds up the review of 
hate crimes in the Justice Department. It also helps local law enforcement agencies with 
grant money to investigate hate crimes. There has been a rise in violence against the 
communities during the pandemic. The passing of the bill comes during Asian Pacific 
American Heritage month which takes place during May.  (1-2 minutes in length 
11:00PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 4 – 5/31/21 – The reward has been raised to $125,000 for 
information leading to the arrest of those involved in the mass shooting in Miami early 
yesterday. Two people were killed, and twenty people were shot. It all happened in less 
than 30 seconds. Police are looking to find the three people who jumped out of a white 
Nissan Pathfinder and opened fire with assault rifles at a banquet hall near Hialeah. 
Anyone with information was asked to contact Crimestoppers. (1-2 minutes in length – 
6:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 4 – 6/4/21 –  Boynton Beach Police Department put on a Gun Buy 
Back event  on Gun Violence Awareness Day and it was also Wear Orange Weekend to 
show support. The public was invited to bring functional, unwanted guns to the event in 
exchange for a $100- or $200-dollar gift card based on the type of gun. The gun must 
be unloaded with the safety engaged and in some type of bag or box in the trunk of 
your car. The Police Chief is hoping for a big turn-out today. He says the crime 
prevention initiative is the latest effort to reduce gun violence on city streets. No ID is 
required and there are no questions asked of anyone turning in a gun. They also have 
gun locks to distribute to people who may need one.  (1-2 minutes in length – 6:00AM) 



PROBLEM/NEED 4 – 6/7/21 –Daisy Kim is a Korean American who says she is no 
stranger to racist behavior – everything from microaggressions to deliberate slurs. And 
she is worried that Florida’s two newest laws will make things worse by perpetuating a 
stigma of anti-Asian sentiment. Governor DeSantis signed House Bill 7017 and 1523 
with the goal of ending influence from adversaries like China. The first bill adds 
transparency, requiring higher education, disclosure of foreign gifts of $50,000 or more 
and requires rigorous screening of foreign researchers. The other upgrades penalties of 
theft of intellectual property. But Sims worries that while these are directed at China, 
that most people can’t tell the difference between Chinese and other Asians.    (1-2 
minutes in length – 11:00PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 4 – 6/10/21 – The crime scene tape and squad cars surround the 
Publix in Royal Palm Beach as the investigation continues into what exactly happened 
and why. A grandmother and 2-year-old grandson were shot dead by a random stranger 
at 11:40AM this morning. A deranged middle-aged man walked into the grocery store 
and headed for the produce section where he pulled out one of two handguns and 
started shooting. His gun jammed and then when it unjammed he turned it on himself. It 
all happened in a very short time. A Sheriff’s deputy was in the store next door and by 
the time he got the call and ran into the supermarket it was over. The suspect had 
posted messages on Facebook and other social media about hating people, guns and 
wanting to kill little kids. The Sheriff was incensed that no one close to this man told 
the Sheriff’s office about the postings when they might have been able to prevent this 
double murder.    (1-2 minutes in length – 6:00PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 5 –  4/3/21 – Not only community members from the Asian and 
Pacific Islander community spoke at a local rally, but also local faith leaders who urged 
the community at large to stand with them against hate and gun violence. Dozens of 
people filled the lawn of Bryant Park in Lake Worth Saturday for the rally, some 
holding signs that read “End Racism” and “Stop Asian Hate.” Many agencies organized 
the rally including the Asian American Federation of Florida and The Bangladesh 
Association of Florida. Many speakers talked about the rise in violent assaults against 
Asian Americans and how bystanders who witness the crimes do not intervene. They 
are urging the community to stand up for them in solidarity. The outcry comes as six 
women of Asian descent were shot and killed in Atlanta last month.  (1-2 minute in 
length 11:00PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 5 –4/9/21 – The CDC is declaring racism to be a serious threat to 
public health. The Agency made the announcement saying that racism negatively 
affects the mental and physical health of millions of people and consequently affects 
the health of our nation. CDC Director Dr. Rochelle Walensky also said that minorities 
experience higher rates of illness and death across a wide range of health conditions. 
The CDC has launched a web portal Racism and Health with the goal of starting  a 
public discourse around the topic.  (1-2 minutes in length - 6:00AM)



PROBLEM/NEED 5 – 4/15/21 – Police officers are feeling the pressure and many 
departments know they need to address concerns about how people of color are treated. 
In one department part of the plan is adding a new leadership position – Chief Diversity 
and Inclusion Officer. In many cases it is an officer of color who can bring a 
perspective of both sides – being from an underrepresented minority and being on the 
force. The departments know that they are looking for progression and not perfection. 
But many police department need to start looking at themselves in the mirror and 
having candid community conversations. Listening and understanding what the 
community is thinking and saying. Nothing happens overnight but right now the Derek 
Chauvin trial is weighing on every law enforcement officer right now.   (1-2 minutes in 
length 6:00PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 5 – 4/20/21 – Reaction to the guilty verdict of former Minneapolis 
Police Officer Derek Chauvin included the President and Vice President of the United 
States calling for unity in the fight against racism. They also spoke about the message 
that it sends to minority communities and law enforcement across the country. 
Spokesmen for the Floyd family said that the verdict gives them validation and how 
George Floyd would have been pleased that this event has brought people together. 
Chauvin will be sentenced at the end of June.  (1-2 minutes in length –11:00PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 5 – 4/23/21 & 5/25/21 – 100 years ago Black farmers owned around 
14% of all land farmed in the U.S. and today that number is 2%. The dramatic decline 
in Black farming has forced Congress to act. The attrition of Black farming is partially 
due to the difficult physical labor, but it is mainly because of Black farmers being left 
out of government programs due to systematic racism. Many Black farmers were never 
even told about the government subsidies available to them. Washington is beginning to 
realize the injustice that has happened, and inside the most recent stimulus bill was $5 
billion dollars exclusively reserved for Black farmers. They are hoping this is just the 
beginning of reform. President Biden also wants the USDA to start making loan 
forgiveness payments to thousands of minority farmers. The $5 billion is set aside for 
Black, Hispanic, and Indigenous farmers to address years of systematic racism.  (1-2 
minutes in length - 11:00PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 5– 5/1/21 – The president of Boeing says the company is taking 
strong action against employees who engaged in racism and discrimination. In its 
annual diversity and inclusion report, the company terminated 65 employees and took 
corrective action against 53 other employees. No word on what grounds for dismissal 
or which divisions were affected. Boeing says women currently represent a little more 
than 20% of its U.S. workforce. Less than 7% of employees are Black – a number the 
company aims to increase to 20% in the next four years.  (1-2 minutes in length - 
11:00PM)



PROBLEM/NEED 5 – 5/13/21 – Racial trauma and how to treat it is getting renewed 
attention with the recent attacks on Asian Americans and high-profile police shootings 
of Black Americans. Currently it doesn’t have a formal mental health diagnosis, but this 
year nearly 500 people around the world will receive training in one treatment protocol 
for racial trauma. Two years ago a team at the Collective Care Center in Kentucky was 
training just a handful of people. Now they are seeing a lot more people seeking out 
their treatment. It is one of the few racial trauma clinics in the country. Experts believe 
that PTSD is too broad and that this needs a specific diagnosis  and treatments. A 
formal diagnosis would also make it easier to bill insurance companies for treatment. 
Symptoms would include difficulty  concentrating, sleeping, and navigating 
relationships. (1-2 minutes in length – 11:00PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 5 – 5/25/21– After several board workshops in May, Palm Beach 
County School Board members unanimously approved a new mission statement, 
including an equity statement and definition. It states that every Palm Beach County 
student should have equal access to learning resources, regardless of their backgrounds. 
The statement detailed achieving racial equity requires dismantling racism and other 
systems of oppression and inequity.  But at the next public meeting parents were 
outraged and felt the equity statement was divisive. The School District says the new 
statement was created in part because of Glaring disparities in student performance, 
suspension rates, attendance and more. (1-2 minutes in length – 11:00PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 5 – 5/26/21 – On the first anniversary of George Floyd’s death, nine 
minutes and 29 seconds of silence to remember and honor George Floyd, The same 
amount of time that Floyd spent under the knee of former Minneapolis police officer 
Derek Chauvin, leading to his death. Floyd’s family, friends and others in the 
community gathered at the square named in his honor in Minneapolis yesterday. The 
Governor told the crowd that Floyd’s death ignited a global movement and awakened 
the world to the systematic racism in our Black communities, indigenous communities, 
and communities of color.   (1-2 minutes in length –6:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 5  – 5/26/21 – The backlash against Critical Race Theory has been 
sweeping. In more than half the states there has been action to oppose its teaching and 
limit its discussion. Born out of the civil rights movement, Critical Race Theory started 
as a way to examine laws and policies through the lens of race. The opposition to it 
comes from an argument that it creates divide, meaning putting people into groups of 
oppressors and oppressed. But most Social Studies teachers say that  conversations 
around race aren’t always pleasant. Regardless of legislation, the National Council for 
the Social Studies advises teachers to use their professional judgement to continue 
exploring issues of race and the impact of racism. Florida’s Governor Ron DeSantis 
does not want it taught in schools.    (1-2 minutes in length – 11:00PM)



PROBLEM/NEED 5 – 6/9/21 – For many people 2020 and 2021 have brought major 
challenges, but for some in the LGBTQ+ community not only have there been the 
standard challenges, but also a threat of violence that has reached record levels. Many 
transgendered people have been beaten, permanently injured, or killed because of their 
identity. 2020 recorded the most murders of transgendered  and gender non-conforming 
people every recorded by the Human Rights Commission. This year is on pace to be 
even deadlier with at least 27 deaths so far across the U.S. and Puerto Rico. Many 
victims are Latinex and Black trans women. Trans issues have become more of a 
political target  as have trans people. Their safety is at risk. (1-2 minutes in length – 
11:00PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 5 – 6/16/21 – The University of Southern Florida has fired the 
Men’s Assistant Basketball Coach. The University confirmed that Tom Herrion is no 
longer with the team after multiple players have accused him of making racists 
comments.   (1-2 minutes in length - 11:00PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 5 – 6/25/21 – Former Minneapolis Police officer Derek Chauvin 
was sentenced to 22.5 years in prison for the second-degree murder of George Floyd. 
Because the crime was committed using aggravated force, the judge in the case used the 
guidelines established by the state. It was neither the maximum sentence nor the 
minimum. Chauvin will be available for parole in 15 years. Members of the Black 
community were relieved to see that he was given prison time and felt that it was a 
victory and a starting point for change.  (1-2 minutes in length  6:00PM)
 

PROBLEM/NEED 6  –4/1 /21 – The Bright Futures scholarships cover up to 100% of 
tuition at a Florida public university, roughly more than $6,000 a year. If lawmakers 
vote to change the way it pays out a lot of families will need to find other ways to 
finance high education. First and foremost families need to fill out the FAFSA which 
stands for Free Application for Federal Student Aid. It’s based on the family’s income 
and will recommend grants that won’t need to be paid back, as well as work study. But 
the biggest tip is for families to seek out any and all scholarships.   (1-2 minutes in 
length – 11:00PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 6 –4/9/21 – The Florida Education Commissioner issued an 
executive order today about the tests that have raised concerns amid the pandemic. 
Instead of relying on FSA scores, a school district is now being allowed to evaluate if a 
student is eligible to graduate this spring. In addition, allowing third graders to advance 
to the fourth grade will not be tied to the results of the FSA exams this school year. 
There was more information about testing schedules and the exam for viewers that was 
put on the station’s website for easy access.   (1-2 minutes in length – 6:00PM)



PROBLEM/NEED 6 – 4/12/21 – Superintendent Dr. Donald Fennoy made the 
announcement that Palm Beach County public schools would return to in-person 
learning as soon as possible. This effectively put an end to simultaneous teaching that 
has been going on this year. Just last month, a survey from the Palm Beach County 
Teachers Union showed almost 95% of those surveyed said that mode of teaching is 
ineffective. Some parents say they are ready for a return to normalcy.  (1-2 minutes in 
length – 6:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 6 – 4/13/21 – Enrollment is open for next year’s Palm Beach 
Virtual School. It is a completely online learning option for Palm Beach County 
students. District teachers instruct the classes, but students can learn at their own pace. 
This is no tuition fee, but student funding remains in the School District for Palm Beach 
Virtual students. Florida Virtual School is another option for students which follows the 
same format. The main difference is this one is open to any student who lives in 
Florida. Enrollment opens next month for Florida Virtual School. (1-2 minutes in 
length -6:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 6 – 4/22/21 – School are beginning to reach out to students and 
parents who have been identified to participate in summer school, but it will be up to 
them to attend. Summer school will be in-person and the District will provide bus 
transportation as well as free breakfast and lunch to all students. Summer school 
programs will begin one week after the school year gets out. There are thousands of 
students who will qualify for new opportunities this summer which include an academy 
for incoming  1st  through 3rd graders and rising middle schoolers. District leaders say 
they know many teachers who, like students, need a break this summer but believe they 
have enough teachers willing to put in the extra work. The District is investing $10 
million dollars into summer school programs this year.  (1-2 minutes in length –
6:00AM) 

PROBLEM/NEED 6 – 4/26/21 – The Florida Senate passed a school choice bill. The 
goal of the bill is to help students with unique learning abilities and students from lower 
income areas. The legislation helps give parents more options when it come to school 
choice scholarship programs. It allows certain families to receive full funding for K 
through 12 education at a school of their choice. It also expands eligibility to students 
in public schools, students who are in foster care or adopted and those students whose 
parents are in the military.     (1-2 minutes in length – 11:00PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 6 – 5/4/21 – An effort to improve early childhood education in 
Florida and better prepare children for kindergarten. Governor DeSantis signed new 
legislation to make meaningful improvements to state accountability for Florida’s early 
learning VPK program. The new law revises requirements and allows some students to 
receive intensive reading interventions using specified funds. The new education law 
takes effect on July 1st. (1-2 minutes in length - 6:00PM)

 



PROBLEM/NEED 6 – 5/6/21 – Tradition Prep is a full-time virtual learning option for 
students, that will be in place this Fall. Educators say it’s about being flexible for 
families. At St. Lucie newest high school, incoming students are excited to return to 
normal next Fall. Tradition Prep is an option that will be in place next Fall. It is a 
combination of virtual learning in a group setting and many parents and teachers feel it 
is an important option for many kids. The pandemic learning model may be here to stay 
in some form.  (1-2 minutes in length – 11:00PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 6 – 5/7/21 –The World Health Organization has been calling on 
countries to increase education funding to employ more nurses. STRIDE is a K through 
12 program that’s offered in several states. It helps students get to the front lines 
quicker. High school students have the opportunity to graduate as a certified nursing 
assistant without any additional schooling. But if they want to take their career further 
to become a licensed practical nurse or registered nurse that experience helps them get 
their foot in the door. The Health Career Program Director at STRIDE says earning her 
CNA certification is something she did while in college and that made a big difference. 
It can really help with the nursing shortage.   (1-2 minutes in length – 11:00PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 6 – 5/11/21 –Governor DeSantis signed a bill into law at a private 
school in Hialeah this morning. It allows a family of four earning less than $100,000 
dollars a year to receive full funding of K-12 education costs at a school of  their 
choice. The Governor says he believes empowering parents to be able to have the 
widest variety of educational choices for their kids is a recipe for success. But public-
school officials criticize the measure saying the bill siphons taxpayer money away from 
public schools and allows students to attend private schools for free using taxpayer 
money.   (1-2 minutes in length – 11:00PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 6 – 6/8/21 – Not every high school graduate is looking to go on to 
college. On the Treasure Coast, there’s a joint effort between the business and 
education communities to get these young graduates into the workforce. A handful of 
St. Lucie County graduates are touring a dozen manufacturing facilities as part of a 
Ready to Work bootcamp. At the end of the camp, a majority of  “campers” sign-up 
with a company to embark on a career. (1-2 minutes in length – 6:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 6 & 5 – 6/10/21 -  The State Board of Education met to look at 
clarifying the rules for how educators teach certain material. The Governor doesn’t 
want critical race theory to be part of the discussion which is the idea that racism is 
embedded in legal systems and policies. While the rule change doesn’t mention the 
words critical race theory specifically, the Governor is adamant that it will not be part 
of any curriculum in the state.  (1-2 minutes in length 6:00AM)
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WPTV produced a half hour weekly News and Political talk show entitled “To the 
Point with Michael Williams.” The show is hosted by news anchor Michael Williams 
and features a roundtable discussion of the week’s political news and an interview with 
a local newsmaker.

PROBLEM/NEED  1 – 4/11/21 – A discussion with West Palm Beach Mayor Keith 
James about the vaccine distribution inequities and what the city of West Palm Beach is 
doing to reach every portion of the population. They are working with organizations 
such as the Urban League and churches to get vaccines where people are gathered. It 
includes mobile sites at the Greenmarket and at festivals and concerts.   (30 minutes in 
length 10:00AM Sundays)

PROBLEM/NEED 5 – 4/18/21 – State Representative Dana Trabulsy and State Senator 
Tina Polsky debated what House Bill 1 – known as the anti-riot act – would mean for 
free speech and the right to peacefully assemble and let voices be heard. Many believe 
this is a way to keep the Black community from demonstrating their frustrations with 
police treatment and other inequities.    (30 minutes in length 10:00AM Sundays)

PROBLEM/NEED 2 – 4/25/21 – Julie Dattolo the CEO of CareerSource Palm Beach 
County was interviewed about the rapid rebound of the unemployment rates in the 
community. And specifically what that means for businesses that have relocated to the 
area and long-time business that were able to stay afloat in the pandemic.  (30 minutes 
in length 10:00AM Sundays)

PROBLEM/NEED 3 – 5/9/21 – U.S. Representative Brian Mast and Dr. Paul Grey 
discussed their concerns over the water management of Lake Okeechobee and the 
recent return to releases and what that means for the Lake and estuaries that empty into 
the ocean. The algae concerns are always top of mind for people on the Treasure Coast 
and what it will mean for tourism and businesses.   (30 minutes in length – 10:00AM 
Sundays)



PROBLEM/NEED 1 – 5/16/21 – Dr. David Dodson and Infectious Disease Specialist 
talked about the problem of vaccine hesitancy  and what it will mean for the country 
reaching herd immunity and ending the pandemic completely by ending the spread of 
the virus. Right now it is more important than ever with deadlier variants  developing 
all the time and spreading more quickly to get everyone who is eligible for a vaccine 
the shot. And to convince those that haven’t that they should. Even techniques of gift 
cards and giveaways of money are worthwhile if they get young people and minorities 
to get vaccinated.   (30 minutes in length – 10:00AM Sundays)

PROBLEM/NEED  2  – 6/6/21 –U.S. Representative Ted Deutch and Palm Beach 
County Republican Chairperson Michael Bennett gave their reasons for supporting or 
opposing the proposed Infrastructure plan and what it will take to come to some 
agreement on what amount of money will be spent and where the money will go. And 
how much the State of Florida should see and how would the money be spent. (30 
minutes in length – 10:00AM Sundays)

PROBLEM/NEED  2 – 6/27/21 – An interview with Greg McBride from Bankrate.com 
on what the current state of the economy looks like and how the abating pandemic is 
affecting the economy. Greg talked about what investors could see in the next several 
months and what areas of the South Florida economy will continue to grow. (30 
minutes in length – 10:00AM Sundays)


