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*Enclosed is a listing of some of the significant issues to which Kansas Public Radio 
(KANU-Lawrence 91.5 FM, KANH-Emporia 89.7 FM, KANV-Olsburg/Junction City 
91.3 FM, and KANQ-Chanute 90.3 FM) responded, along with some of the most 
significant programming treatments of those issues for the period of time specified.  This 
listing is by no means exhaustive, and a more complete, detailed listing can be found in 
the official KANU news archives.  The order in which the issues appear has no 
significance, and does not reflect any particular priority for these stories.  



TOPIC CODE

AG – Agriculture

AR – Arts & Entertainment 

CR – Crime 

ECO – Economy & Business 

ED – Education 

ENV – Environment

HE –   Health

HI -- History 

HS – Human Sexuality 

KU – University of Kansas-related story 

MI – Military-related story 

POL – Kansas Government & Politics

RE – Religion

RR – Race Relations 

SP – Sports 

WX – Weather-related story



FORMAT CODE 

R – Report 
C – Commentary 

PROGRAM CODE

ME –  Morning Edition  
ATC –  All Things Considered 
WE --  Weekend Edition



KPR NEWS SUMMARY FOR JANUARY 2021

1. Lisa Rodriguez reported on an investigation into alleged misconduct by a Kansas 
City, Kansas police detective. Rodriguez and KCUR investigative reporting editor 
Dan Margolies explained the allegations of sexual exploitation and described the 
timeline of the investigation into the case. 
(KCUR-KCKINV.wav) – aired 01-04-21 – ME/R – length: 4:01 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 7:45am
___________________________________________________________CR/RR 

2. Freelance reporter Anne Kniggendorf spoke with Pat Gray, a survivor of the U.S. 
polio epidemic that happened in the mid-20th century. They discussed what it was 
like at that time as the nation dealt with a frightening and debilitating disease, and 
drew comparisons between the public health actions taken at that time and the 
current COVID-19 pandemic. 
(KNS-POLIO.wav) – aired 01-06-21 – ME/R – length: 4:00 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
7:45 am
__________________________________________________________HE/POL

3. Brian Grimmett reported on the problems that have plagued the rollout of the 
COVID-19 vaccine in the state of Kansas. A lopsided distribution system and 
confusing information have led to some rural counties having more vaccine than 
they could use, and other urban counties running short. In other cases, rural 
counties had a hard time acquiring both the vaccine and the equipment needed to 
store it safely. 
(KNS-VAXROLLOUT.wav) – aired 01-08-21 – ATC/R – length: 3:54 – airtimes: 
3:44pm, 5:44pm
_____________________________________________________HE/ECO/POL

4. Jim McLean reported on vaccination efforts in the town of Protection, Kansas. In 
1957, residents of this southwestern Kansas town were keen to be vaccinated in 
the fight against polio, and gained national headlines for the day virtually 
everyone in town lined up to get the vaccine together. But times have changed, 
and politics have been inserted into the decision to be vaccinated. People in 
Protection now have a very different take on the process as health officials are 
trying to persuade people to take precautions against COVID-19. 
(JM-PROTVAX.wav) – aired 01-12-21 – ME/R – length: 4:05 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 7:45am
__________________________________________________________HE/POL 



5. KPR provided coverage of the 2021 Kansas State of the State address. The format 
this year was very different, due to coronavirus pandemic precautions. The 
governor prerecorded her address and KPR aired it, along with the Republican 
response and analysis from longtime statehouse reporter Jim McLean, KPR News 
Director J .Schafer, and Kansas News Service reporter Stephen Koranda. 
(SOS 2021_Broadcast.wav) – aired 01-12-21 – standalone special feature – 
length: 59 minutes --  airtime: 7pm
___________________________________________POL/HE/ECO/ED/ENV

6. KPR launched a new occasional series celebrating the history of the Santa Fe 
Trail, which is celebrating its bicentennial this year. Many activities are scheduled 
for this year to celebrate the trail and its importance in the American westward 
expansion. Rex Buchanan and Dave Kendall are working on a documentary about 
the Trail, and spoke with Jennie Chinn of the Kansas Historical Society about 
some of the common misconceptions about the Santa Fe Trail. 
(JDS-SANTAFE-1.wav) – aired 01-14-21 – ATC/R – length: 5:09 – airtimes: 
3:44pm, 5:44pm
_______________________________________________________HI/RR/ECO

7. Celia Llopis-Jepsen and Brian Grimmett of the Kansas News Service discussed 
the nationwide publication of price lists for hospital procedures and medications. 
This information had been considered proprietary and had been very hard to 
access, making it difficult for people to pre-determine the cost of medical care 
such as a hip replacement or childbirth. The two reporters discussed how much 
difference having that information in the public domain might end up making in 
the long run. 
(KNS-HOSPTRANS.wav) – aired 01-15-21 – ME/R – length: 3:48 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 7:45am
__________________________________________________________HE/ECO

8. Christina Stella reported for Harvest Public Media on an often-overlooked feature 
of climate change: the failure of temperatures to cool significantly overnight. It 
turns out that hotter nighttime temperatures can have an alarming effect on many 
crops. 
(HPM-AGCLIM.wav) – aired 01-19-21 – ME/R – length: 4:04 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 7:45am
_____________________________________________________AG/ENV/ECO



9. Stephen Koranda of the Kansas News Service reported on the opening of the 2021 
Kansas legislative session. Lawmakers prepared for disagreements over the taxes 
Kansans pay, how much power the governor has over public health measures 
during a pandemic, and whether to expand Medicaid to cover more Kansans. 
(SK-SESSION.wav) – aired 01-21-21 – ATC/R – length: 3:47 – airtimes: 3:44pm, 
5:44pm
_____________________________________________________POL/ECO/HE  

10. Barney McCoy reported on the history of live music on the radio in Kansas, and 
the resurgence of its popularity during the coronavirus pandemic. Musicians are 
now reviving live music programming over the airwaves after a nearly four-
decade absence. He told the story of the last daily live radio music show on 
WIBW in Topeka, featuring the Pleasant Valley Gang…and discussed how area 
musicians are taking up the practice again. 
(NET-PLEASANT.wav) – aired 01-27-21 – ATC/R – length: 5:39 – airtimes: 
3:44pm, 5:42 pm
____________________________________________________________AR/HI



KPR NEWS SUMMARY FOR FEBRUARY 2021

1. David Condos reported on a business plan that would deliver high-speed internet 
to rural Kansas customers via low-flying satellites. It’s obviously controversial, 
but is just one of the ideas being discussed to solve the problem of getting an 
increasingly vital service to people who live outside cities and towns. 
(KNS-SATINTER.wav) – aired 02-02-21 – ATC/R – length: 4:07 – airtimes: 
4:44pm, 6:44pm
_____________________________________________________ECO/ED/AG_

2. Celia Llopis-Jepsen reported on a “civilian science” initiative organized by The 
Audubon Society, The Cornell Lab at Cornell University, and Birds Canada to 
help report and count birds in North America. It’s called The Great Backyard Bird 
Count, and helps raise awareness of bird populations and bird diversity, plus it 
helps boost the visibility of birdwatching as a hobby. This year’s count took place 
from February 12-15. 
(CLJ-BIRDSCI.wav) – aired 02-11-21 – ME/R – length: 4:02 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
7:45am
_________________________________________________________ENV/ED_

3. Seth Bodine of Harvest Public Media reported on grassroots efforts to force the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture to compensate Black farmers for decades of 
discrimination in the agriculture industry. More than 20 years ago, Black farmers 
won a discrimination lawsuit against the USDA, but advocates say that more is 
still needed to counter the damage that’s been done. 
(HPM-BLACKLAND.wav) – aired 02-16-21 – ME/R – length: 3:54 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 7:45am 
________________________________________________________RR/AG/HI

4. KPR provided ongoing coverage of the electrical grid crisis that developed during 
an historic cold snap in the Central and Southern Plains states. As demand for 
energy to heat homes and businesses spiked, rolling blackouts were implemented 
in order to keep the grid from shutting down altogether. This caused significant 
problems for listeners in the region, as some temporary blackouts dragged on for 
hours. KPR announcers provided information about what to do and who to 
contact if listeners were experiencing protracted power losses and heat 
interruptions. 
(multiple reports throughout the day) – aired 02-15-21 – all KPR programs, 
varying lengths, throughout the day 
_________________________________________________WX/ECO/ENV/KU



5. KPR launched a new series featuring Dave Kendall and Rex Buchanan, who are 
the writers and producers of a documentary project on the Santa Fe Trail, which 
was first established as a reliable trading route 200 years ago. In this episode, 
Kendall provided audio from an interview concerning the granite markers used to 
mark the Trail in the early years of the 20th Century, and their connection to the 
Daughters of the American Revolution. 
(JDS-SANTAFE.wav) – aired 02-19-21 – ME/R – length: 5:18 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 7:45am
______________________________________________________HI/ECO/POL 

6. Brian Grimmett and Celia Llopis-Jepsen of the Kansas News Service discussed 
the status of COVID-19 vaccine distribution in Kansas. The state has been 
consistently lagging in its successful distribution and delivery of vaccines to its 
residents. The two discussed why this is the case, and what the state Department 
of Health and Environment is doing to improve the situation. 
(CLJ-2WAYVAXOVER.wav) – aired 02-23-21 – ATC/R – length: 4:00 – 
airtimes: 3:44pm, 4:44pm, 5:44pm
_____________________________________________________HE/POL/ECO

7. Jim McLean reported on Dr. Roger Marshall, the newly-elected junior U.S. 
Senator for Kansas, and his ideological viewpoints. Marshall’s embrace of the 
pro-Trump wing of the Republican Party has raised some eyebrows, as he appears 
to have little interest in acting as a moderate negotiator, unlike his predecessor, 
Pat Roberts. Marshall’s outspoken endorsement of Trump and willingness to 
challenge election results in other states have made him a bit of a political 
lightning rod.  
(JM-ROBMAR.wav) – aired 02-25-21 – ATC/R – length: 4:06 – airtimes: 
3:44pm, 5:44pm
_____________________________________________________________POL

8. KPR News Director J. Schafer shared his thought on winter and the month of 
February in a brief commentary. He finds the harsh weather and bleak landscapes 
to be peaceful and, in a way, purifying. 
(KM-JDSFEB.wav) – aired 02-26-21 – ME/C – length: 3:29 – airtimes: 5:45am, 
8:45am
__________________________________________________________AR/ENV 



9. Guest commentator Tai Edwards argued for the continued funding and support of 
the University of Kansas Press, which is in danger of being shut down due to 
massive budget cuts and loss of revenue at the University of Kansas. Edwards 
says the University Press publishes high-quality books on unique subjects of 
profound interest to people with an interest in subjects pertinent to the natural 
history of the Plains. She says the closure of the University Press would be a 
massive blow to scholarship on a number of different fronts. 
(JSTE-KSPRESS.wav) – aired 02-26-21 – ATC/C – length: 4:52 – airtimes: 
3:44pm, 5:44pm
___________________________________________________KU/AR/ENV/HI



KPR NEWS SUMMARY FOR MARCH 2021

1. David Condos reported on the history of racial hostility and lynchings in the town 
of Hays, Kansas. Reminders of historical racial enmity in town landmarks and 
street names persisted until very recently. Town leaders and racial equality 
advocates have been trying to change that situation. 
(DC-HAYSRACISM.wav) – aired 03-02-21 – ME/R – length: 4:10 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 7:45am
____________________________________________________________RR/HI

2. Brian Grimmett and Celia Llopis-Jepsen of the Kansas News Service discussed 
the results of a survey of air quality in Kansas schools. It has become clear as 
scientists have learned more about how the COVID-19 coronavirus is transmitted 
that air quality and air circulation play extremely important roles. However, there 
are no strict standards governing classroom air quality and circulation, and school 
air quality is not being tracked. 
(KNS-SCHOOLAIR.wav) – aired 03-10-21 – ATC/R – length: 3:41 – airtimes: 
3:44pm, 5:44pm
______________________________________________________HE/ENV/ED

3. Brian Grimmett reported on the lack of a comprehensive state energy plan in 
Kansas, and how that could be setting state regulators up for failure in the future 
as a move toward “greener” energy generation gains support nationwide. Multiple 
efforts to create a plan have repeatedly failed due to a combination of reasons, 
from disagreement amongst analysts, to disputes between energy producers, to the 
staking out of non-negotiable positions by agriculture, petroleum, environmental, 
and green energy industry lobbyists. 
(KNS-ENFUTURE.wav) – aired 03-16-21 – ATC/R – length3:57 – airtimes: 
3:44pm, 5:44pm 
________________________________________________POL/ECO/AG/ENV

4. KPR continued its occasional series celebrating the bicentennial of the Santa Fe 
Trail with a visit to the Black Jack Ruts near Baldwin City. A new walking path 
has opened near the ruts, which are a tangible, visible reminder of the Trail’s 
heavy use and importance as a trade and travel route. Rex Buchanan and Dave 
Kendall of Prairie Hollow Productions provided the feature. 
(JDS-SANTAFE-3.wav) – aired 03-22-21 – ME/R – length: 5:36 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 7:45am
________________________________________________________HI/ECO



5. Stephen Koranda reported on a new effort to legalize the medical use of 
marijuana in Kansas, and the strict limitations that would be placed on its 
distribution. These measures, far stricter than those in other states, are designed to 
sway conservative lawmakers, who have opposed any cannabis legalization 
measures in the past. Statehouse-watchers say it’s possible that the measure could 
pass this time due to the tight controls spelled out in the legislation. 
(KNS-SKMJ.wav) – aired 03-22-21 – ATC/R – length: 3:46 – airtimes: 4:44pm, 
6:44pm 
______________________________________________________POL/HE/CR

6. David Condos of the Kansas News Service reported on efforts underway in 
southwestern Kansas to persuade the Latino community to embrace COVID-19 
vaccination. Hispanic groups have historically been reluctant to participate in 
public health initiatives due to language barriers and cultural stigmas. There is 
concern that a failure to convince Latino families that vaccination is in their best 
interest will compound long-standing healthcare inequities connected to poverty 
and fears about deportation. 
(KNS-VAXHES.wav) – aired 03-29-21 – ATC/R – length: 4:04 – airtimes: 
3:44pm, 5:44pm
__________________________________________________HE/RR/ECO/ED

7. Commentator Rex Buchanan provided a review of a new book about the Flint 
Hills and the necessity of prescribed burns in maintaining the health of the prairie 
biome. He says the book “My Flint Hills” provides a nice balance between the 
detached scientific perspective of the biologist and environmentalist, and the 
connected, more human-oriented perspective of longtime residents of the region.  
(RB-JIMHOY3.wav) – aired 03-04-21 – ATC/C – length: 3:11 – airtimes: 
3:44pm, 5:44 pm 
______________________________________________________ENV/AG/ED

8. Kaye McIntyre spoke with Virgil Dean, a historian specializing in Kansas history, 
about "Voices from the Big First: 1961-1968," an exhibit at the Dole Institute of 
Politics at the University of Kansas. Dean curated the exhibit, which features 
letters from Kansas voters to then-Congressman Bob Dole.
(KPR PRESENTS-0307.wav) – aired 03-07-21 – KPR Presents – length: 59 
minutes – airtimes: 6 pm
______________________________________________________HI/POL/KU_



9. Kaye McIntyre spoke with Lawrence bookstore owner and community business 
advocate Danny Caine about his new book, "How to Resist Amazon and Why: 
The Fight for Local Economies, Data Privacy, Fair Labor, Independent 
Bookstores, and a People-Powered Future." Caine, the owner of The Raven 
Bookstore, has become a national voice in the fight to keep independent, local 
businesses thriving in the face of competition from businesses such as Amazon 
who exploit economies of scale to undersell smaller vendors. 
(KPR PRESENTS-0321.wav) – aired 03-21-21 – KPR Presents – length: 59 
minutes – airtimes: 6pm
________________________________________________ECO/POL/KU/ENV


