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TOPIC CODE

AG – Agriculture

AR – Arts & Entertainment 

CR – Crime 

ECO – Economy & Business 

ED – Education 

ENV – Environment

HE –   Health

HI -- History 

HS – Human Sexuality 

KU – University of Kansas-related story 

MI – Military-related story 

POL – Kansas Government & Politics

RE – Religion

RR – Race Relations 

SP – Sports 

WX – Weather-related story



FORMAT CODE 

R – Report 
C – Commentary 

PROGRAM CODE

ME –  Morning Edition  
ATC –  All Things Considered 
WE --  Weekend Edition



KPR NEWS SUMMARY FOR JULY 2021

1. Stephen Koranda and Abigail Censky discussed the upcoming 
reapportionment of Kansas congressional districts. The process is 
likely to become contentious, as the urban areas of the state have 
vastly outpaced rural areas in growth. The redistricting process is 
being overseen by Republican legislators, and it is widely expected 
that the new boundaries will be drawn with an eye towards making it 
difficult for Democratic voters to elect Democratic party 
representatives. 
(AC-REDISTRICT.wav) -- aired 07-06-2021 -- ME/R 
-- length: 3:59 -- airtimes:  6:45am, 7:45am 
______________________________________________POL/ECO 
 

2. Jim McLean of the Kansas News Service reported on the important 
role people in rural states, including Kansas, have played in stoking 
anti-government sentiment. The January 6, 2021 attack on the U.S. 
Capitol made the dissatisfaction of many people in rural states evident 
in a shocking way, and highlights how some feel abandoned or 
victimized by the federal government. 
(KNS-EXTREMISM.wav) -- aired 07-07-2021 -- ATC/R -- length: 
4:10 – airtimes: 3:44pm, 5:44 pm 
____________________________________POL/RR/AG/ECO/ED 
 

3. KPR continued its series of radio excerpts from a documentary film 
series commemorating the bicentennial of the Santa Fe Trail. This 
installment discussed the role of John Brown and the “border ruffians” 
who were active in the area near the head of the trail. A woman 
named Marion Sloan Russell wrote about their activities in a memoir 
at the time. Actress Lindsay Wagner voiced Russell’s words. 
(JDS-SANTAFE7.wav) -- aired 07-09-2021—ME/R -- length: 5:55 – 
airtimes: 5:45am, 6:45am, 7:45am 
____________________________________________HI/POL/ECO 



 
4. Sports reporter Greg Echlin provided an overview of a series of new 

contract provisions that the University of Kansas is putting in place 
for its head football coach. Following the disastrous hire of coach Les 
Miles...which ended up being very expensive after Miles and Athletics 
Director Jeff Long severed their relationships with the school...extra 
measures have been put into place to protect KU’s interests and 
reputation. 
(GE-LESMILES.wav) -- aired 07-13-2021 – ATC/R -- length: 4:04 – 
airtimes: 3:44pm, 5:44pm 
_________________________________________________SP/ECO

 
 

5. Brian Grimmett of the Kansas News Service reported on the 
increasing engagement on the issue of climate change being seen in 
some religious communities in Kansas. The Dominican Sisters of 
Peace in Great Bend have been promoting more sustainable methods 
of agriculture and in general a “greener” way of life as part of what 
they see as a moral duty to respond to climate change. 
(BG-RELIGCLIME.wav) -- aired 07-15-2021 – ME/R -- length: 4:04 
– airtimes: 6:45am, 7:45am 
________________________________________AG/ECO/HI/ENV 

 
6. Kansas News Service health reporter Celia Llopis-Jepsen and news 

editor Stephen Koranda revealed the results of their investigation into 
hospital pricing in Kansas. It’s historically been very difficult for 
patients and employers to check and compare prices. Despite a 
Trump-era law requiring hospitals to now publicly disclose their 
pricing, the process is still cumbersome and challenging. (CLJ-
HOSPPRICES.wav) -- aired 07-20-2021 – ATC/R -- length: 4:03 – 
airtimes: 3:44pm, 5:44pm  
________________________________________________HE/ECO 



 
7. Kansas News Service health reporter Celia Llopis-Jepsen provided an 

overview of the latest COVID-19 infection and death rate statistics. 
Case counts and hospitalizations have returned to levels unseen in the 
state since last February. The resistance among some members of the 
community to getting a free vaccine for the disease has had a 
profound and negative effect on the ability of the state’s public health 
authorities to contain the spread of the virus. 
(CLJ-DELTASURG.wav) -- aired 07-27-21 – ME/R -- length: 3:48 – 
airtimes: 6:45am, 7:45am 
_______________________________________HE/ENV/ECO/POL

 
 

8. KPR’s J. Schafer spoke with Ryan Vincent, executive director of the 
Kansas Housing Resources Corporation, about the millions of dollars 
now available to both tenants and landlords who are dealing with the 
expiration of the moratorium on evictions issued by the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention as part of the national response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The end of the moratorium means that residents 
who are behind on their rent could be forced to find new places to live 
on a short deadline. Vincent says that the state has been working hard 
to get the funding to the people who need it, but has been facing two 
problems – a lack of awareness that the money is available, and 
a backlog of applications that are labor-intensive to process.  
(JB-HOUSEHELP.wav) -- aired 07-30-2021 – ME/R -- length: 4:09 – 
airtimes: 6:45am, 7:45am 
___________________________________________ECO/POL/RR 

 
9. Commentator Rex Buchanan discussed a new book tracing the 

importance of African Americans in the history of barbeque 
restaurants. Buchanan says Adrian Miller’s book, Black Smoke: 
African Americans and the United State of Barbecue, examines why 
the process has its roots in Black culture and the food it produces has 
become so beloved in so many places. 
(RB-BBQ2.wav) -- aired 07-28-2021 – ATC/C -- length: 3:01 – 
airtimes: 3:44pm, 5:44pm 
_____________________________________________HI/ECO/RR



KPR NEWS SUMMARY FOR AUGUST 2021

1. Harvest Public Media’s Seth Bodine reported on the challenges presented by 
installation of high-speed broadband internet service to rural areas. It’s not very 
cost-effective to deliver the service over a large area with comparatively fewer 
users than in urban areas, but people in rural areas have a particular need for the 
services provided by connectivity. 
(HPM-RURALBBAND.wav) – aired 08-02-21 – ATC/R – length: 4:00 – 
airtimes: 3:44pm, 5:44pm 
______________________________________________________ECO/AG/AR

2. Abigail Censky of the Kansas News Service examined the ongoing fight between 
Democrats and Republicans over guaranteed protections for the Lesser Prairie 
Chicken. Balancing the needs of economic generators against the environment has 
long been a difficult task, and it’s expected that any gains made in the dispute by 
either side will face court challenges and delayed implementation. 
(AC-PRAIRCHIC.wav) – aired 08-03-21 – ME/R – length: 4:07 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 7:45am
________________________________________________AG/ENV/ECO/POL

3. Suzanne Perez of the Kansas News Service spoke with KCUR’s Nomin Ujiyediin 
about how Kansas schools are scrambling to address how to safely educate 
student since the state’s spike in COVID-19 cases due to the delta variant. There 
are more hurdles to the process now, due to varying state laws that have changed 
since the initial COVID-19 outbreak last year.  
(KNS-COSCHOOL.wav) – aired 08-09-21 – ATC/R – length: 3:57 – airtimes: 
3:44pm, 5:44pm
_____________________________________________________EDU/HE/POL

4. Suzanne Perez of the Kansas News Service reports that the COVID-19 pandemic 
has exacerbated supply, demand, and financial problems in higher education. The 
most common business model for colleges and universities had already been 
failing; now, the problems caused by the pandemic have pushed many struggling 
institutions to the brink of collapse. 
(SP-COVUNIBIZ.wav) – aired 08-10-21 – ME/R – length: 4:04 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 7:45am
_________________________________________________EDU/KU/ECO/HE



5. Abigail Censky and Nomin Ujiyediin discussed the upcoming series of 
informational town hall meetings scheduled for various towns and cities in 
Kansas as a deadline for reapportionment and Congressional redistricting 
approaches. Political parties have been working to draw district boundaries in a 
way that will solidify their position and improve election chances for their chosen 
candidates, regardless of whether those candidates will adequately represent the 
will of the people in any given district.
(KNS-REDIST2WAY.wav) – aired 08-10-21 – ATC/R – length: 4:01 – airtimes: 
4:44pm, 6:44pm
_______________________________________________________POL/RR/ED   

6. Brian Grimmett of the Kansas News Service reports on efforts to mitigate the 
problem of algae overgrowth in ponds, which can cause health problems, give the 
water a terrible odor, and cause drinking water to taste bad. Researchers are trying 
new methods designed to react more quickly to reports of blue-green algae 
overgrowth, to help avoid costly intervention at water treatment facilities.  
(BG-SMELLYWATER.wav) – aired 08-17-21 – ME/R – length: 3:56 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 7:45am
_________________________________________________ENV/HE/ECO/KU

7. KPR aired another installment of the series of reports on the Bicentennial of the 
Santa Fe Trail, produced by Dave Kendall. This episode focuses on Fort Larned, 
now run as a unit of the National Park Service. Historians and park rangers there 
provide programs and greet visitors, and often find themselves trying to correct 
misconceptions about the U.S. Army’s historical role on the Trail, along with 
misinformation about conflicts involving Native Americans. 
(JDS-SANTAFE-8.wav) – aired 08-23-21 – ATC/R – length: 5:52 – airtimes: 
3:44pm, 5:44pm
_______________________________________________________HI/RR/AR

8. Celia Llopis-Jepsen of the Kansas News Service explained the role of pharmacy 
middlemen in the multi-billion-dollar pharmaceutical industry. The middlemen 
exert a great deal of influence over where people can buy their prescriptions, and 
over what those prescriptions cost. 
(CLJ-KSPHARMA.wav) – aired 08-24-21 – ME/R – length: 3:50 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 7:45am
_________________________________________________________ECO/HE  



9. KCUR’s Frank Morris explained how a new Kansas law has effectively shut 
down voter registration drives in the state. New state laws tightening voting 
registration have not only made it harder to cast a ballot, but also made it more 
difficult to register to vote in the first place. Penalties for “impersonating an 
election official” are harsh, but the laws don’t make it clear whether people 
staffing voter registration drives actually count as election officials. The 
uncertainty has activists worried, and wary. 
(FM-KANVOTE.wav) – aired 08-25-21—ME/R – length: 3:21 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 7:45am
_____________________________________________________POL/RR/CR

10. Jim McLean interviewed people who work as team mascots in Major and Minor 
League Baseball. It’s difficult work, but the people inside the big foam costumes 
love the work and the opportunity to interact with fans. McLean talked with the 
man most people know as Sluggerrr, the popular lion mascot for the Kansas City 
Royals, about how he got into the industry and about just how hot it gets inside 
one of those costumes.  
(JM-MASCOTS.wav) – aired 08-26-21 – ATC/R – length: 4:01 – airtimes: 
3:44pm, 5:44pm
__________________________________________________SP/ECO/ED/AR



 
KPR NEWS SUMMARY FOR SEPTEMBER 2021

1. Kansas News Service health reporter Celia Llopis-Jepsen and editor Stephen 
Koranda discussed upcoming changes to COVID-19 healthcare coverage. Earlier 
in the pandemic, bills for treatments pertaining to COVID-19 infections were 
fully covered, either by insurance or the federal government. That’s in the process 
of changing, and some patients may end up owing thousands of dollars for their 
care. 
(CLJ-CVHOSPBILL.wav) – aired 09-01-21 – ME/R – length: 3:58 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 7:45am
__________________________________________________________HE/ECO

2. Jonathan Ahl of Harvest Public Media reports that the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture is urging farmers to try out new methods for reducing agricultural 
carbon emissions. One of their experimental programs involves using crushed 
basalt rock for treating the soil. Ahl spoke with several farmers about what would 
persuade them to use the method, and with one of the farmers involved in 
research on the project. 
(HPM-BASALT.wav) – aired 09-06-21 – ATC/R – length: 3:46 – airtimes: 
3:44pm, 5:44pm
_____________________________________________________AG/ENV/ECO

3. Suzanne Perez of the Kansas News Service reported on some of the issues facing 
families who have newly enrolled their children in kindergarten and the teachers 
who now work with them. Enrollment in preschool and kindergarten fell 
dramatically during the pandemic, and many of the students who are now 
attending for the first time are finding the experience challenging. 
(SP-KINDERENROL.wav) – aired 09-14-21 – ME/R – length: 4:01 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 7:45pm)
___________________________________________________________ED/HE 

4. KPR continued its monthly series commemorating the bicentennial of the opening 
of the Santa Fe Trail. This installment highlighted the relationship between the 
community of Council Grove and the Kaw Nation. The Kaw had been confined to 
a reservation at Council Grove in the 1840s before being relocated to Indian 
Territory in present-day Oklahoma. 
(JDS-SANTAFE-9.wav) – aired 09-16-21 – ATC/R – length: 5:44 – airtimes:  
3:44pm, 5:44pm
____________________________________________________________HI/AR



5. David Condos of the Kansas News Service examined efforts to prevent an 
invasive grass species from becoming dominant in Kansas prairie ecosystems. 
Old World Bluestem grass is hardy, competitive, and can push out other native 
species with ease. It’s also fiendishly difficult to remove and eradicate. 
(DC-INVASIVE.wav) – aired 09-21-21 – ME/R – length: 4:07 – airtimes: 
7:45am, 8:45am
__________________________________________________AG/ENV/ECO  

6. Commentator Rex Buchanan says the latest federal census numbers reveal some 
trends that should concern the state’s rural residents. Out of the 105 Kansas 
counties, 80 have lost population in the last decade, while the state’s most 
populous counties continue to grow. That’s making for a severe imbalance in 
representation, as the number of rural county representatives stays constant and 
the needs of that shrinking population become disproportionately overrepresented 
in the state and federal Legislature. 
(RB-CENSUS.wav) – aired 09-24-21 – ME/C – length: 3:38 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am
____________________________________________________AG/POL/ECO

7. Brian Grimmett reported that the remains of Father Emil Kapaun, who died in a 
North Korean POW camp in 1951, have now been repatriated and returned to his 
home state of Kansas. Kapaun, who was a chaplain with the U.S. Army during 
World War II and the Korean War, was named as a Servant of God by Pope John 
Paul II, which is the first step on the road to his possible canonization. Kapaun 
grew up in Marion County, Kansas, and was posthumously awarded the Medal of 
Honor for his actions in Korea. A Mass of Christian Burial was held on 
September 29th at Wichita’s Hartman Arena, and Kapaun’s remains were then 
interred at the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception. 
(BG-KAPAUN.wav) – aired 09-28-21 – ATC/R – length: 4:01 – airtimes: 
3:44pm, 5:44pm
___________________________________________________________HI/RE

8. Kaye McIntyre hosted Tim Bascom, the director of the 2021 Kansas Book 
Festival, to discuss the annual event hosted at Washburn University. She also 
spoke with Kansas author Tom Averill, and aired the finale of a series of podcasts 
detailing the struggles of a hospital in Fort Scott, Kansas. 
(2021-kansas-book-festival-fri.wav) – aired 09-12-21 – KPR Presents – length: 
59:00 – airtimes: 6 pm (KPR1)
______________________________________________________AR/HE/ECO 



9. KPR’s Kaye McIntyre hosted Dole Institute of Politics Fellow Michele L. Watley 
to preview this fall’s Dole Institute discussion group. The overall theme this year 
is “What’s the Matter with American Politics?” and will cover the issues of “fake 
news,” race relations, gender equity, the Trump and Biden Administrations, and 
the politics of protest. 
(2021-michele-l-watley-part-1.wav) – aired 09-19-21 – KPR Presents – length: 
59:00 – airtimes: 6 pm (KPR1)
_________________________________________________KU/POL/RR/ECO 

10. Kaye McIntyre spoke with author Susan Orlean about her latest book. Orlean will 
appear in Lawrence in October to promote the book and talk about reading, 
research, and the mystery that drove her research for this latest work. It concerns 
the mystery behind a fire in 1986 that shut down the Los Angeles Public Library 
for seven years. This episode of KPR Presents also featured a conversation about 
an exhibit at the Dole Institute of Politics called “Voices from the Big First: 1961-
68,” which is part of an overview of former U.S. Senator Bob Dole’s 
congressional career. 
(2021-susan-orlean-library.wav) – aired 09-30-21 – KPR Presents – length: 59:00 
– airtimes: 7 pm (KPR2)
_______________________________________________________AR/HI/POL


