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The following is WWLP programming addressing Crime during 
the 4th quarter of 2015.  These issues were addressed through 
our locally produced news programming. 
________________________________________________ 
 
News    10/02/15   11pm                : 30 
 
In Chicopee, police have released new photographs of the man they believe installed a 
scanner and a hidden camera at a bank ATM.  Chicopee Police Officer Mike Wilk told 
22News this man installed a skimmer over the door card reader outside the Meadow 
Street TD Bank ATM late last month.  A hidden camera was also installed to capture video of 
people punching in their PINs. If you recognize this man, call Chicopee police at   594-1730. 
 
News    10/02/15   11pm                : 30 
 
Springfield Police seized what they are calling "a massive amount of drugs, cash, guns and 
ammunition in a raid in the city's South End.  Detectives raided 93 Acushnet Avenue around 
7:30 last night.  Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney told 22News they found more than two 
pounds of cocaine, a large amount of liquid PCP, and nearly $100,000 dollars in cash.  They 
also recovered an AR-15 High powered rifle, five high capacity magazines, a handgun and 50 
rounds of ammunition.  Three people were arrested. 
 
News    10/02/15   11pm                : 30 
 
A Holyoke man could be sentenced to as much as fifteen years in federal prison on illegal 
gun possession charges.  28-year-old Joshua Marrero pleaded guilty today to being a 
convicted felon in possession of a firearm, and to possessing a firearm with an obliterated 
serial number.  Police captured Marrero with a semi-automatic pistol and ammunition in 
South Holyoke last April.  Marrero's scheduled to be sentenced in federal court in January. 
 
News    10/04/15   10pm                : 30 
 
A woman was arrested in Monson today after stealing a loaded gun from a house. Monson 
Police Chief Stephen Kozloski told 22News at around 1:30 this afternoon, they were called to 
a home on Cote Road for a disturbance.  They discovered that 29 year old Ashley Jones 
stole a loaded handgun from the home.  Police searched the area and found her in the area 
of T Peck Road.  She was arrested and charged with larceny of a firearm, and possession of 
a gun without a permit. 
 
News    10/07/15   11pm                : 30 
 
Springfield Police last night arrested a violent robbery suspect accused of slashing his victim.  
The victim told police his attacker started a fight with him and took his wallet in a Main Street 
package store.  His said his arm was slashed trying to keep the man from stabbing him.  
Within minutes, police spotted 49 year old Kevin Jefferson and charged him armed robbery 



and assault with a knife.  Jefferson was arraigned today and the victim received several 
stitches.   
 
News    10/07/15   5am                : 30 
 

Two men in Holyoke were arrested on Tuesday after police officers spotted drugs in their 
vehicle.  Holyoke police lieutenant Jim Albert told 22news Kevin Colon and Nathanial 
Rodriguez, both 19-years-old and from Holyoke, were quote "seen with narcotics in plain 
view" by officers nearby.  Both were arrested Tuesday evening on Chestnut Street.  Several 
bags of heroin, cocaine, and crack cocaine were seized along with 2-thousand dollars in 
cash.  Both suspects will be in Holyoke district court today.   
 
News    10/07/15   5am                : 30 
 

Holyoke and state police have made two arrests in last month's shooting on Maple Street and 
they're looking to make a third.  A teenager was shot near the intersection of Maple and 
Sergeant Street back on September 25th.  Fortunately, the 17-year-old was able to recover in 
the hospital with only minor wounds.  Arrested were 18-year-old Orlando Santiago and 37-
year-old Jose Santiago.  Both were arrested on Porter Street in Springfield Tuesday 
morning.  Police are still looking for one other suspect: 25-year-old Luis Santiago-Gonzalez, 
who's considered to be armed and dangerous by police.  
Anyone with information is asked to call Holyoke Police Detectives at 322-6940. 
 
News    10/08/15   11pm                : 30 
 
Monson Police believe they busted a one-man drug supermarket today.  Monson Police Chief 
Stephen Kosloski told 22News officers seized a pound of marijuana and five ounces of 
hashish packaged for sale.  They also found amphetamines, scales, cell phones and $600 
dollars in cash. They arrested 20 year old Devron Trott and charged him with several counts 
of possession of drugs with intent to distribute. 
 
News    10/11/15   6pm       : 30 
 
A man was shot three times in Springfield's Liberty Heights neighborhood this weekend. A 
shooting in Springfield's Liberty Heights neighborhood has community members concerned.  
Springfield Police Lt. Richard LaBelle told 22News, Officers were called to Miller Street for 
the report of a drive-by shooting around 11:00 Saturday night. Police found the victim sitting 
on the doorstep of a duplex at 126 Miller Street.  He had gunshot wounds to his stomach, hip 
and forehead.  The Springfield man was rushed to a nearby hospital by ambulance and is 
expected to survive.  He was not able to speak with police about the shooting right away.  
Police said one of the bullets that was fired had hit another car that was passing by.  No one 
was injured inside the car.  Springfield residents told 22News more needs to be done to keep 
guns off the streets to avoid another tragedy.  Police are still searching for a suspect and a 
motive for the shooting.  Police aren't certain if the shooting occurred when the suspects were 
inside the car. 
 
News    10/14/15   11pm       : 30 



 
A home break in on Bradley Road in Springfield.  The suspect was caught by the trail of 
jewelry he left behind.  Police say 49 year old Roberto Hernandez, is accused in the 
theft.  They told 22News a neighbor called the break-in in, and guided officers in the right 
direction when the suspect ran away.  Police found jewelry on the ground which led them to 
Hernandez.  They said he was also found with heroin.  Hernandez was arrested and is facing 
several charges. 
 
News    10/15/15   12pm       : 30 
 
Springfield police have arrested a man and a woman accused of selling cocaine out of 
addresses in two cities as well as a woman who allegedly assaulted a police officer.  
Police Sgt. John Delaney told 22News that 24 year old Gabrielle Gregory, 26 year old Joshua 
Das, and 26 year old Rainey Wise were all arrested Wednesday afternoon as police 
conducted raids on the two homes.  According to Delaney, narcotics detectives had been 
investigating Das and Gregory who were allegedly operating out of their home at 27 Denton 
Circle as well as a "safe house" at 510 McKinstry Avenue in Chicopee.   
Police obtained a search warrant, where Das's sister, Rainey Wise, was home.  Sgt. Delaney 
says Wise would not cooperate with the police and became violent, assaulting one of the 
officers as they tried to get her out of the home.  She was arrested on charges of assault and 
battery on a police officer.  Inside the Denton Circle home, Sgt. Delaney says police 
discovered a fully loaded .38 caliber handgun, as well as cash and some drugs.  Springfield 
detectives, along with Chicopee officers, then raided 510 McKinstry Avenue, where Sgt. 
Delaney says packaged cocaine and marijuana were found, as well as scales, packing 
material, and more than $2,400 in cash. 
 
News    10/19/15   5:30pm      : 30 
 
A stabbing in Amherst at an affordable housing complex this afternoon.  Amherst police said 
the victim was an 18-year-old resident man that was stabbed by someone he knew.  EMS 
were called to the report of a man that was found stabbed in the area of a Butternut Farm 
HapHousing apartment just before noon.  The complex is located on Longmeadow Drive, 
which is a side street off Route 116 in South Amherst, not far from Hampshire College.  
When 22News arrived Amherst Police officers, Detectives and more EMS were getting there.  
One man was seen being handcuffed and put into the back of a police cruiser.  A neighbor 
told 22News it is unusual to see this many police in the area. 
 
News    10/20/15   6pm       : 30 
 
A husband and wife accused of robbing a Ludlow bank last month are now suspects in two 
other bank robberies on the east coast.  Police in Aberdeen, Maryland issued a news release 
identifying Joseph and Jennie Carrier as suspects in a bank robbery Friday.  They released 
these new surveillance photos from the robbery.  The couple is believed to be driving the 
same stolen, dark colored Buick Encore that was used in the Ludlow bank robbery late last 
month.  The Carriers have also been identified as suspects in a bank robbery in Florida. 
 



News    10/22/15   11pm       : 30 
 
A Chicopee High School student has been arrested, accused of threatening school staff and 
the school's resource officer on Twitter.  4 tweets were sent, and they have all been 
removed.   One tweet indicated the student would be coming to school tomorrow to shoot the 
school's resource officer, Johnny Jusino.  Another tweet said, "tomorrow doomsday, keep 
your kids at home."  Chicopee police officer Mike Wilk told 22News the 17-year old from 
Springfield was arrested at 2:00 this morning after the department discovered the tweets 
Wednesday night.   
 
News    10/22/15   6pm       : 30 
 
Five family members are under arrest for allegedly selling heroin and oxydcodone in 
Springfield's Pine Point neighborhood.  Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney told 22News the 
mother, father, son and daughter were arrested after police raided their home on Pheland 
Avenue yesterday morning.  A fifth family member was also arrested. Sgt. Delaney said 
police seized 100 bags of Heroin, 48 Oxycodone pills, a .22 caliber handgun and $153.00 in 
cash. 
 
News    10/24/15   10pm       : 30 
 

Two people were arrested in the Berkshire county town of Adams for posession of heroin.  
Ricardo Lozada and Casey Hall were arrested at their apartment on 56 Orchard Street in 
Adams.  The Berkshire County Drug Task force had been executing a search warrant for 
Lozada and Hall.  Adam police officers searched the apartment and allegedly found over 370 
grams of heroin, which they say was packaged for distribution.  
Both were charged with trafficking over 200 grams of heroin and conspiracy to violate drug 
law. 
 
News    10/24/15   6pm       : 30 
 
They've become nationally recognized as a modern day "Bonnie and Clyde" and their alleged 
crime spree started right here in western Massachusetts.  On the run and wanted for 
robberies in at least 4 states, 37-year-old Joseph Carrier and his 36-year-old wife Jenny have 
made national headlines as a modern day Bonnie and Clyde.  We're dealing with two people 
that are dope sick from heroin who are committing robberies to feed a habit.  Detective Sgt. 
Louis Tulik has been working the couple’s case since the beginning of their alleged crime 
spree.  The first robbery the married couple is known to have been involved with was 
September 28th at the CountryBank inside Big Y in Ludlow.  They stole about $4,330.  From 
there they went to southeast Pennsylvania where they robbed another bank for $730.  Then 
they went even further south to Palm Coast, Florida where they robbed a bank for $500.  
Now police say their latest and greatest score was in Aberdeen Maryland where they robbed 
a bank for $5,000.  The couple is believed to still be driving their getaway vehicle seen in 
surveillance videos-a dark brown 2012 Buick Encore with a Massachusetts dealer plate of 
265S.  That car was stolen from a dealership in Quincy, where Jenny had worked.  The 
couple is considered homeless and traveling with seven tiny Brussels griffin dogs-five of them 
1-year-old puppies.  Sgt. Tulick is working with other local police and federal agents to try and 



bring the husband, wife, and dogs in safe.  Sgt. Tulick said people should be on the lookout 
because the couple could be headed back to Massachusetts.  If you have any information on 
the whereabouts of the Carriers, you are asked to call the Ludlow Police at 413-583-8305. 
 
News    10/26/15   11pm       : 30 
 
Accused Ludlow Bank robbers Joseph and Jennie Carrier are in police custody tonight after 
allegedly robbing a bank in Delaware this morning.  Ludlow Police Detective David Kornacki 
told 22News they're accused of robbing a Citizen's Bank in Delaware.  This is new aerial 
footage to show you as police caught and arrested the duo in Pennsylvania.  The Carriers 
were identified as suspects in the Country Bank robbery in Ludlow last month.  They're 
wanted for several other bank robberies along the east coast.  It's not clear when they'll be 
returned to Massachusetts to face charges. 
 
News    10/27/15   11pm       : 30 
 
A Connecticut man will serve 17 years in prison for stealing firearms from Springfield gun-
maker Smith & Wesson.  Elliot Perez of Bridgeport was sentenced today.  He was convicted 
of stealing firearms from Smith & Wesson in 2012, and then selling them on the street.  One 
gun was used in two Connecticut murders, among other crimes, some as far away as North 
Carolina.  Michael Murphy is also accused in the crime.  He has plead guilty and will be 
sentenced Friday. 
 
News    11/02/15   10pm       : 30 
 
Police have identified the teenager who was shot and killed in Springfield this weekend.  
Springfield police Sgt. John Delaney told 22news 18 year-old Isaiah Emanuel of Springfield 
was shot to death on Scott Street in Forest Park early Sunday morning.  Sgt. Delaney 
Emanuel was shot while he and some friends were vandalizing cars.  So far, no arrests or 
suspects.  Emmanuel's murder is Springfield's 15th Homicide this year.  If you have any 
information you're asked to call the Detective Bureau at 787-6355. 
 
News    11/02/15   6pm       : 30 
 

A woman from Franklin County was arrested for her fourth drunk driving offense, after she 
allegedly called police saying she was too drunk to make it out of her car.  Greenfield police 
said 46 year-old Doreen Balestrieri of Montague was arrested Friday afternoon.  According to 
the department, police received a call to be on the lookout for Balestrieri's car, after she was 
seen driving "highly intoxicated."  A short time later, police received a call from Balestrieri 
herself.  She allegedly said she needed to be helped out of her car because she was "too 
intoxicated to do so on her own."  Police said they then found her car and arrested her for 
OUI. 
 
News    11/02/15   6pm       : 30 
 
A man was arrested this weekend at Bradley International airport for allegedly packing a gun 
and ammunition in his carry-on bag.  TSA officers spotted the gun at the security 



checkpoint.  They immediately notified local law enforcement who arrested the passenger.  
He's 35-years-old but officials could not provide any other information.  TSA imposes civil 
penalties ranging from $1,500 dollars to $7,000 dollars for a single firearm violation. 
 
News    11/03/15   6am       : 30 
 
State and local police arrested two men in Holyoke for trafficking heroin and cocaine. They 
made the arrests after a search warrant was executed on High Street last Friday.  
That's where police found over 1,400 bags of heroin, 5 grams of cocaine, nearly $17,000 
dollars, and several firearms neither suspects had licenses for.  30-year-old Frank Lopez and 
27-year-old Daniel Dias were arrested.  Both face multiple drug and firearm-related charges. 
 
News    11/09/15   11pm       : 30 
 
The victim has been identified in this weekend's deadly shooting in Indian Orchard. 
Springfield police Sgt. John Delaney told 22News 40-year old Fan Cheung Li was making a 
food delivery around 10:15 Saturday night when he was shot near his car on Homestead 
Avenue.  Sgt. Delaney said robbery appears to be the motive in the shooting.  This is 
Springfield's 16th homicide this year.  Call the Springfield Detective Bureau at 787-6355 with 
any information. 
 
News    11/09/15   11pm       : 30 
 
Holyoke police are looking for two men after an armed robbery outside the Holyoke mall this 
afternoon.  Lt. Jim Albert told 22News an 80 year old woman and her 60 year old daughter 
were robbed in the parking lot outside the Christmas Tree Shops at around 12:45 this 
afternoon.  Lt. Albert said someone pointed a gun out the window of his car as the women left 
the mall.  Another man then grabbed the daughter's purse.  The suspects are described as 
two black men, between 25 and 45 years old.  They drove away in a gray, four door car, 
possibly a Toyota corolla.  If you have any information, call Holyoke police.  
 
News    11/12/15   11pm       : 30 
  
Formal charges today against the man accused of shooting and killing a neighbor's dog with 
a BB gun.  66-year old Freddie Guy is accused of killing a Chihuahua puppy on his front lawn 
Tuesday.  The prosecutor asked for $10,000 dollars bail, but the Judge released him on the 
bail he'd already posted.  Guy was ordered to attend probation meetings, and to stay away 
from the dog's owner.  Sixteen acres neighbors are upset, but they told 22News un-leashed 
dogs are a common sight on their street.  Neighbor Larry Clark showed 22News cell phone 
video of dogs loose in his yard a few weeks ago.   
 
News    11/12/15   5:30pm      : 30 
 
Northampton Police are looking for a man who robbed the Greenfield Savings Bank on King 
Street this afternoon.  Captain John Cartledge told 22News the King Street branch was 
robbed just after 2:00 this afternoon.  The suspect is described as a white man in his mid-



thirties to 40 years old, and between 5'9" and 6 feet tall.  He handed the teller a note 
demanding money.  He did not display a weapon.  Call Northampton police with any 
information. 
 
News    11/12/15   5:30pm      : 30 
 

East Longmeadow Police are investigating a large-scale break-in at a storage facility in town. 
This customer was woken up this morning by a call from East Longmeadow Police, asking 
him to come down to his storage unit at the Coyotes Den on Benton Drive.  When he got 
there, some 75 units at the facility were broken into; when the burglars couldn't break the 
locks, they vandalized the doors. Manager Terry Knox told me they've had minor break-ins 
before, but never anything like this.  They're working with police right now to review the 
surveillance video, which has led them to their suspects in previous incidents.  Unfortunately 
this seems to be a growing trend at storage facilities; a similar incident was reported in 
Wilbraham recently. 
 
News    11/13/15   6pm       : 30 
 
Springfield Police seized nearly 22,000 bags of heroin in what they're calling a major drug 
bust. Take a look at what they found.  Detectives raided 23 Silver Street in the city's Liberty 
Heights neighborhood just before 7:30 last night.  Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney told 
22News police seized nearly 22,000 bags of heroin, $3,300 dollars in cash and three hand 
guns.  25 year-old Matthew Oquendo and 31 year-old Isaias Rosario were arrested  and 
charged with trafficking in more than 200 grams of heroin. 
 
News    11/16/15   11pm       : 30 
 
A West Springfield woman jumped from a Springfield highway overpass this afternoon, while 
running from police.  State Trooper Paul Sullivan told 22News, State Police tried to pull a car 
over for a motor vehicle violation on I-291 when it took off just after four this afternoon.  
Trooper Sullivan said the car hit a big rig and another vehicle before the man and woman 
inside got out and ran away.  The woman leaped from an I-291 overpass, and fell some 30 
feet onto railroad tracks.  She suffered a broken leg.  Police arrested Chase Sardella of 
Agawam, charging him with two counts of hit and run, failure to stop for police, and an 
outstanding warrant. 
 
News    11/16/15   6pm       : 30 
 
The FBI is investigating after several firearms were stolen from a federal armory in 
Worcester.  This armory is surrounded by a barbed wire fence and located in a pretty busy 
area right near UMass Medical School. Still, someone broke in overnight this weekend, and 
got away with more than a dozen weapons.  The FBI is working with State and Worcester 
Police to track down 16 weapons, including assault rifles, stolen from the Lincoln Stoddard 
Army Reserve Center this weekend.  City manager Edward Augustus told 22News Worcester 
police and fire were called to the federal facility just after 8:30 Sunday morning, and they 
believe a male suspect broke in sometime between 6:00 Saturday evening and 1:00 in the 
morning Sunday.  The weapons were stolen just one day after the deadly terror attacks in 



Paris, but FBI leaders say right now they have no reason to believe this incident has any ties 
to terrorism.  Nothing at this point in time that would tie this to any specific threat or anything 
else at this point.  The Lake Ave. facility looked quiet Monday, but we're told there's an 
increased police presence throughout Worcester.  Still, people who work in the area told 
22News they feel uneasy.  The 16 missing weapons have been entered into the National 
Crime Information Center an online database available to police. 
 
News    11/19/15   6pm       : 30 
 
A man was shot and critically wounded in the city's lower forest park neighborhood.  
A man is in critical condition after being shot here on Sachem Street about 4 hours ago. 
Springfield's major crimes unit is still here investigating.  This is third shooting to happen in 
the city within the past 24 hours.  Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney told 22News that the 
victim is a 28 year-old man, who is currently in critical condition.  Officers were called here to 
the area of 33 Sachem Street just before 2 this afternoon, after the city's "Shotspotter" 
system picked up the sound of six shots fired.  When police got there, they found the victim, 
and provided first aid until EMTs arrived, and took him to the hospital.  Detectives from the 
department's Major Crimes unit are still out here collecting evidence, and speaking to 
possible witnesses.  Police are still looking for the suspect.  
 
News    11/22/15   10pm       : 30 
 
The Chicopee Police arrested a man wanted in connection to a series of bank robberies.  
Chicopee Police Officer Mike Wilk told 22News 37 year old Juan Cruz and 33 year old 
Melissa Sandillo were both arrested.  Only Cruz is suspected in the bank robberies.  When 
police cornered him at the Days Inn along Memorial Drive, Cruz smashed a second story 
window and jumped to get away.  He was caught and put into handcuffs.  Police say he was 
wanted in connection to six bank robberies in New Haven, CT and Albany, NY.  The woman 
arrested, Melissa Sandillo was also a wanted fugitive. 
 
News    11/23/15   11pm       : 30 
 
State police last night arrested a suspected hit-and-run driver who, police said, killed a man 
who stopped to help accident victims on the highway early yesterday.  State Police said 55 
year-old Springfield resident Miguel Garcia drove off after his car hit and killed 21 year-old 
Jeremy Ramos, who was trying to assist drivers involved in a multi-car crash on I-91 
South.  Garcia's charged with vehicular homicide, and leaving the area of a deadly 
crash.  Garcia is held on $10,000.00 bail. 
 
News    11/23/15   6pm       : 30 
 

Springfield Police arrested a woman accused of biting off the fingertip of a man who was 
trying to stop her from attacking a pregnant bartender.  Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney 
told 22News 26 year old Jennifer Pagan attacked the bartender at the "Pot Bellies Pub" in 
Indian Orchard early Sunday morning.  Delaney said when another bar employee intervened, 
Pagan bit off the tip of his finger.  She's been charged with mayhem and assault and battery 
on a pregnant woman. 



 
News    11/27/15   6pm       : 30 
 
A massive manhunt underway today in Boston, Police are searching for a gunman after a 
shooting outside of Fenway Park.  Police have identified Jeph Chery as the victim, they say 
he was caught in the cross fire early yesterday morning.  Police say Chery was shot while 
walking around 2:00am Thursday morning when violence erupted at who's on first outside 
Fenway Park.  Now the victim’s father is speaking out. 
 
News    11/30/15   11pm       : 30 
 
No bail for the woman charged with stabbing another woman to death in West Springfield this 
weekend.  31 year-old Christen Longley pleaded not guilty in Springfield District Court this 
morning, to charges of murder, and assault and battery with a dangerous weapon.  According 
to the Hampden County District Attorney's Office, 30 year-old Jennifer Best was stabbed to 
death as a result of a domestic dispute. West Springfield Police told 22News that the victim 
and suspect knew each other, but did not live together.  Longley is due back in court on 
January 6th. 
 
News    12/01/15   11pm       : 30 
 
The father of the 2-year-old girl known for months as Baby Doe has been arrested for 
shoplifting.  Joseph Amoroso was arrested in the city's South Boston neighborhood today and 
charged with larceny over $250.  Amoroso is the biological father of Bella Bond, who was 
buried last week after a private funeral.  Her remains were found in a plastic bag on a Boston 
Harbor beach this summer.  Bella Bond's mother's boyfriend, Michael McCarthy, has been 
charged with murder.  Her mother, Rachelle Bond, is charged with being an accessory. 
 
News    12/01/15   11pm       : 30 
 
A Ludlow Doctor was arrested today, accused of insurance fraud and illegally prescribing 
opiates.  A Palmer district Court judge today ordered Dr. Fernando Jayma to give up his 
passport, and stay in Massachusetts.  He was prescribing opiates at a rate of 11 times the 
average.  Hampden County District Attorney Anthony Gulluni announced the arrest of 73-
year-old Dr. Fernando Jayma.  Gulluni investigated Dr. Jayma after several insurance 
companies alerted his office that Dr. Jayma was the 2nd highest prescriber of opiates in the 
state.  Something he intends to stop to fight the state's opioid crisis.  DA Gulluni said Dr. 
Jayma was arraigned in Palmer District Court on 19 Felony Counts of filing false health 
claims, and four larceny charges.  In a separate investigation, The State Attorney General 
announced Tuesday that Dr. Jayma had been indicted on charges he illegally 
prescribed opioids to patients, some of whom had documented drug problems.  DA Gulluni 
expects there will be more charges to help break the cycle of addiction.  Dr. Jayma has 
agreed to give up his license to practice medicine.  Dr. Jayma is free without Bail.  His 
Superior Court Arraignment has not yet been scheduled. 
 
News    12/02/15   11pm       : 30 



 
Springfield Police have recovered the car that hit and seriously injured a woman in a 
wheelchair on Boston Road and then drove off.  Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney told 
22News the woman was hit near 145 Boston Road last night.   The car was found on West 
Baypath Terrace this afternoon.  It had front end damage and both airbags had 
deployed.  The motorized wheelchair was destroyed.  The black Mercury Sable drove off 
after the accident, but the front license plate fell off.  The car's owner reported the car stolen, 
15 minutes after the crash.   
 
News    12/03/15   11pm       : 30 
 
A window was shattered, and a child was hurt after someone shot a BB-Gun at a Springfield 
school bus.  A student was hit, but was not seriously hurt. The bus was leaving Chestnut 
Middle school on Plainfield Street, and was shot just a half mile up the road, at the corner of 
Abbey Avenue.  Sgt. John Delaney said students switched buses and were taken home. He 
said officers are looking through surveillance video to try and identify any suspects. 
 
News    12/04/15   5am       : 30 
 
Police have made an arrest in the deadly thanksgiving shooting that killed an MBTA train 
conductor near Fenway Park.  Dominique Carpenter-Grady was held on $250,000 bail 
Thursday after not guilty pleas were entered on his behalf to firearms charges.  He was 
charged in connection with the Nov. 26 shooting of Jephthe Chery.  Prosecutors say 
Carpenter-Grady and another man got into a shootout outside “Who’s On First” at about 2 
thanksgiving morning.  Chery, who had been at the bar, was apparently an innocent 
bystander.  Who shot Chery remains under investigation.   
 
News    12/07/15   11pm       : 30 
 
A customer lost a hand full of cash while standing in line inside the Boston Road TD Bank 
branch.  Springfield Police Captain Robert Strempek told 22News the victim was waiting to 
see the teller, when someone behind him grabbed the money in his hand and ran out of the 
bank.  The suspect, described as thin Hispanic man in his 20's, jumped into a waiting SUV 
that took off down Boston Road, at about 4:30 this afternoon.  No one was hurt.  Police hope 
surveillance photos will help identify the suspect.   
 
News    12/08/15   6pm       : 30 
 
Springfield police are searching for a suspect in a bank robbery in the city's Sixteen Acres 
neighborhood.  Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney told 22News the Berkshire Bank on 
Allen Street was robbed shortly after two this afternoon by a man who had his face 
completely covered.  The man then got into a waiting car, which then headed toward 
Chalfonte Drive.  Delaney says that the suspect is a black man, who was wearing a blue 
coat, a red Nike hoodie, jeans and work boots.  If you have any information, Call Springfield 
Police. 
 



News    12/10/15   11pm       : 30 
 
The Agawam Mayor Richard Cohen's adopted son was arrested for impersonating a police 
officer.  20-year-old Antonio Stephens was driving on I-91 south in Enfield, Connecticut last 
month, when he started flashing red and blue lights and passing cars at 100 miles per hour.  
Stephens blew right past a state police detective, who pulled him over.  But Stephens didn't 
give up the act.  He told the detective he was a Massachusetts Sherriff’s officer before he 
sped off, driving into Hartford evading police.   
 
News    12/11/15   5pm       : 30 
 
A woman walking on the UMass campus claims she was sexually assaulted early this 
morning.  The UMass police department received a report of a sexual assault that took place 
at 1:00 this morning in this area of the Studio Arts building.  The victim said she was walking 
along construction near the Studio Arts Building on campus, when a strange man pushed her 
to the ground and sexually assaulted her.  The suspect is described as another college 
student, wearing casual clothing.  The UMass PD wants students to know how to stay safe 
on campus from sexual assaults.  Let your roommate or friend know where you are going and 
when you'll be back.  Avoid walking alone at night.  If you are out at night, use well-lit 
paths.  Be alert about your instincts.  And always report any suspicious activity to the 
police.  If anybody has information about the incident from this morning, they are asked to 
contact the UMassPD at 413-545-2121. 
 
News    12/12/15   10pm       : 30 
 
Springfield Police are continuing their investigation into the city's 18th homicide of the year.  It 
started off as a shooting Thursday evening when police found 47 year old Larry Finney of 
Springfield lying the driveway of 122 Benton Street with a gunshot wound to the leg.  Finney 
was rushed to the hospital, but his condition got worse and he passed away.  Right now 
police are saying that a neighbor heard one gunshot and then saw two people in dark 
clothing running from the area.  The police also say the victim was targeted and that it wasn't 
a random crime. 
 
News    12/14/15   6pm       : 30 
 
Springfield Police arrested a man who they say had turned his apartment into a marijuana 
growing operation.  According to the Springfield Police Facebook page, people called 
complaining about a lot of people coming and going to 88 Whittier Street.   
After obtaining a search warrant, detectives arrested 33-year-old Justin Festa after finding 37 
marijuana plants, packaged marijuana, 9 bags of heroin and more than $4,000 dollars in cash 
in his apartment.  Festa was charged with cultivation of marijuana, possession of heroin, and 
possession of marijuana with intent to distribute. 
 
News    12/15/15   5am       : 30 
 
State police arrested two men on drug charges after a routine traffic stop in Holyoke.  Around 



6:30 Saturday evening, troopers from the Northampton Barracks stopped a car on I-91 north 
bound for a motor vehicle violation.  After discovering the driver had a suspended license, 
police searched the car and found 20 bundles of heroin and a bag of crack cocaine.  The 
driver, 38-year-old Douglas Bailey of Washington, Vermont was arrested along with his 
passenger, 33-year-old Raymond Norton of Weymouth. 
 
News    12/17/15   10pm       : 30 
 
Our cameras were rolling this afternoon in the parking lot of the 5th Alarm Lounge on 
Worthington Street.  22News confirmed that Special agents from Homeland Security, along 
with state and local police, were executing warrants relating to human trafficking.  
Due to the nature of the investigation, federal investigators could not release any further 
information.  The attorney for the 5th Alarm, Dan Kelly told 22News the women who were 
taken into custody were not employees.  Kelly said they had asked for a job application, were 
denied, left and that's when they were arrested.   
 
News    12/17/15   6pm       : 30 
 
A 20 year-old man who lives with Agawam Mayor Richard Cohen was arraigned in Enfield 
Connecticut today.  He's charged with reckless driving and impersonating a police officer.  
22News was in court today when 20-year old Antonio Stephens was arraigned.  Stephens is 
accused of flashing red and blue lights at an off-duty state trooper on I-91 in Enfield earlier 
this month.  He also allegedly told state police that he was a Massachusetts Sherriff's officer.  
The judge today found probable cause in the case and another hearing was scheduled for 
January 14th. 
 
News    12/18/15   11pm       : 30 
 
The mother of Bella Bond and her boyfriend have been indicted by a grand jury.  
Boyfriend Michael McCarthy was charged with first-degree murder, while Bond was charged 
with being an accessory after the fact to her daughter's killing.  The girl was initially known as 
"Baby Doe" after her body washed up on Boston Harbor's "Deer Island" in June.  The couple 
will be arraigned on January 6th in Suffolk Superior Court. 
 
News    12/18/15   11pm       : 30 
 
We've discovered more information tonight about the people arrested for human trafficking in 
Springfield.  In a 22news exclusive, our camera caught federal agents making human 
trafficking arrests Thursday afternoon in a strip club parking lot.  The 22News I-Team 
discovered Tiana Lewis and Milford "Bullygang" Lewis, who are married, were arrested for 
running a prostitution ring masked as a company called "Sinful Innocence."  The criminal 
complaint states the Springfield couple recruited women on Craigslist and other internet sites 
to join their company.  The women then allegedly engaged in prostitution at several West 
Springfield motels under the couple's supervision.  Milford and Tiana are being held pending 
a detention hearing in federal court.   
 



News    12/19/15   9am       : 30 
 
Springfield police arrested a woman from New York on Friday after an extensive investigation 
into a drug delivery heading into Springfield.  Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney told 
22news, detectives received information that a drug delivery was going to arrive in Springfield 
on Friday, December 18th.  Police knew that the suspected drug dealer was a woman, 19-
year-old Clara Perez of Bronx, New York.  Sgt. Delaney said police pulled over Perez and 
arrested her around 1:00 Friday afternoon when she drove into the city.  Detectives searched 
the van and found 6,800 bags of Heroin.  Perez was arrested for Trafficking Heroin.  She will 
be arraigned in Springfield District Court Monday morning. 
 
News    12/21/15   11pm       : 30 
 
A third suspect has been charged in connection with last month's theft of 16 guns from 
the army reserve center in Worcester.  Authorities say Boston Resident Tyrone James helped 
sell some of the guns stolen from the Lincoln Stoddard Army reserve center in November.  
He was arraigned today in federal court.  Former Army reservist James Morales is accused of 
stealing the rifles and pistols.  Morales is being held without bail.  10 of 16 stolen guns have 
been recovered. 
 
News    12/22/15   11pm       : 30 
 
Chicopee Police seized more than 1,600 bags of heroin and $20,000 dollars in cash during a 
drug bust.  Chicopee Police Officer Mike Wilk told 22News police found the drugs and cash   
during a search of a home on Elmer Drive December 17th.  26-year old Michael Cruz has 
been charged with trafficking heroin and possession of a class B substance.  Officer Wilk 
estimated the street value of the drugs to be $8,000 dollars. 
 
News    12/23/15   6pm       : 30 
 

A man and woman from Vermont were arrested on heroin charges after being pulled over for 
a defective license plate.  State Police said they pulled the car over on I-91 in Bernardston 
around 5 o'clock Monday night.  After determining the driver didn't have a license, Troopers 
searched the car and reportedly found 15 bundles of heroin.  Both the driver and his 
passenger were arrested and charged with heroin trafficking and possession with intent to 
distribute. 
 
News    12/23/15   12pm       : 30 
 
An 87-year-old man has been charged with pointing a handgun at another man's head during 
a dispute about a woman in a bar.  The Recorder reports that John Kolosewicz, also known 
as "Pickles" of Hatfield, was released to the custody of his daughter after pleading not guilty 
in Greenfield District Court to charges of assault and battery with a dangerous weapon and 
disorderly conduct.  Police responded to the Hotel Warren in Deerfield early Monday morning 
after getting a call from a patron who said a man had just held a gun to his face.  The suspect 
told police the licensed gun was not loaded and he was defending the honor of a friend.  
Police seized an unloaded .22-caliber pistol and two full magazines as evidence. 



 
News    12/24/15   10pm       : 30 
 
A woman from Boston is free while she awaits trial for the theft of guns from a Worcester 
Army Reserve Center.  A federal judge on allowed 26-year-old Ashley Bigsbee to be release 
with the conditions of GPS monitoring, a curfew and staying drug free.  Bigsbee's been in 
custody since her November 20th arrest on a charge of unlawful possession of a 
firearm.  Authorities said they found pictures on Bigsbee's cellphone showing some of the 16 
stolen guns, and that she helped broker the sale of the guns. 
 
News    12/29/15   11pm       : 30 
 
And Easthampton Police arrested a 36 year old Holyoke man after deploying "Stop Sticks" on 
Mountain Road this afternoon.  Police were conducting a low speed pursuit of a shoplifting 
suspect, but they called it off because of road conditions.  Easthampton Police Captain 
Roberto Alberti told 22News they closed mountain road and arrested Erick Matos and 
charged him with failing to stop for police, shoplifting and several traffic violations.  Captain 
Alberti said Matos is a suspect in other larcenies.   
 
News    12/29/15   11pm       : 30 
 
Sunderland Police are trying to track down the vandals who slashed the tires on twenty cars 
parked at two different Apartment complexes in town.  Sunderland Police Chief Jeffrey Gilbert 
told 22News the cars were parked at Lantern Court and Squire Village Apartments on route 
116.  Chief Gilbert said dozens of residents went out this morning to clear snow or warm up 
their cars, only to find that all four tires had been slashed, costing thousands of dollars in 
damage.  Cars were being towed away all day.  So far, no arrests, and police have not 
named any suspects. 
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News    10/02/15   12pm          : 30 
 

Holyoke Public Schools found out this week what the state has planned for them for the next 
three years.  The State Elementary and Secondary education commissioner announced the 
new turnaround plan for the Holyoke Public Schools on Thursday, now the teachers are 
getting their first look at it and it shows improving instruction was a major focus.  Including 
more teacher involvement in changes to how the school system functions and what's being 
done at the classroom level.  The plan also puts a strong emphasis on accountability. Peter 
Rego, a 7th and 8th grade math teacher at Kelly Elementary School in Holyoke told 22News 
change was needed and he's hopeful teacher's input and ideas will now be heard. 
 
News    10/08/15   6pm          : 30 
 
There are tens of thousands of students waiting to get into a charter school.  Governor 
Baker's filing legislation to lift the existing cap on the schools.  Many parents want more 
educational options for their kids, but right now they're faced with lengthy charter school 
waitlists.  Charter schools have become an alternative for parents who want a smaller class 
size and a different approach to learning for their kids.  These independent public schools are 
limited, and they've become so popular that right now, there are 37,000 thousand students on 
a waitlist to get into one.  State law allows for 120 charter schools.  Many communities are 
close to reaching their enrollment caps if they haven't already.  Governor Charlie Baker 
announced Thursday he'll be filing legislation to lift the cap on charter schools.  These 
schools are funded through taxpayer dollars. Critics argue that expanding charter schools 
would strip resources from local school districts.  Governor Baker's bill would focus on 
underperforming school districts, as well as students from low-income families.  State 
lawmakers said they prefer a legislative approach to lifting the cap, as opposed to a ballot 
question which is currently in the works.  Baker's bill could be up for a public hearing as early 
as Tuesday. 
 
News    10/27/15   11pm          : 30 
 
The state's moving closer to adding more charter schools.  It takes more than 67,000 
thousand certified signatures to place a question on the ballot.  Charter school supporters say 
they already have tens of thousands more than they need.  Charter school supporters are 
one step closer to expanding the cap on charter schools in Massachusetts.  They say they've 
collected more than 100,000 signatures, 3 weeks before the deadline for certification.  If 
certified that would be far more than the signatures needed to continue the process of putting 
the question on the 2016 state ballot.  Springfield prep charter schools serves just 



kindergarten and first graders. This is their first year being open and already they have a 
waiting list of more than 50 students.  Governor Charlie Baker has proposed a bill to allow the 
state to add up to a dozen new or expanded charters each year outside of the existing cap on 
schools. Those news schools would focus on high-need and low-income students.  During 
the last legislative session, the state senate rejected a limited charter school expansion that 
was approved by the house.  Senators plan to debate the issue privately tomorrow.  
 
News    10/28/15   11pm          : 30 
 
And the nation’s report card came out today bringing some welcome news for 
Massachusetts.  Our fourth and eighth graders scored among the top states in reading and 
math on the assessment.  Students scored well above the national average.  But overall, only 
40% of the country's fourth graders are at or above proficiency in math this year.  And in 
reading only 36%.  Administrators say the bar has been set higher and the nation as a whole 
is working to meet the new standards. 
 
News    10/28/15   11pm          : 30 
 
Overall college enrollment is down in Massachusetts.  A new report shows an almost 2% 
decline in undergraduate enrollment across the Commonwealth since last fall.  But some 
schools here in western Mass have actually seen the opposite.  The Fall 2015 Early 
enrollment report was presented to the Massachusetts Board of Higher Education this week.  
It's based on enrollment estimates from 28 different colleges across the state.  AIC has 
actually been bucking the trend.  According to the Massachusetts Board of Higher Education 
College enrollment is down in Massachusetts, but according to AIC, they just received their 
second largest freshmen class enrollment in history.  Graduate enrollment was up 20% this 
year, including a 92% increase in psychology programs.  Nine state universities reported a 
loss of more than 300 students since 2014.  The Commissioner of Higher Education says 
Massachusetts is already experiencing a shortage of qualified college graduates.  But the 
students who are in school are motivated.  Massachusetts Maritime Academy reported the 
single largest increase for fall enrollment with a little over 12%.  UMASS has seen an 
increase in enrollment.  The Amherst Campus saw a 46% jump in International student 
enrollment.  The report also shows community colleges lost more than 4,100 students.   
The board has set three goals: Raise college completion rates; focus on improving learning 
for all students, especially low income and minority students, and attracting students not 
currently enrolled in college.  
 
News    11/09/15   5pm          : 30 
 

Amherst-Pelham Regional middle and high school students may soon attend school under 
the same roof.  The middle school students would be moved over to the high school.  Majority 
of parents are against this proposal.  The older kids need to be by themselves and the 
younger kids by themselves.  Parents are voicing concern about a new proposal for Amherst-
Pelham Regional Schools.  Administrators want to combine the middle school and high 
schools putting grades 7 through 12 under the same roof.  The school system is dealing with 
a financial hardship because of a declining enrollment, and they say by combining the two 
schools together, they'd be able to save money. But many parents argue high school and 



middle school students shouldn't be under the same roof because the two age groups are too 
far apart.  According to the school's proposed consolidation plan, they'd be able to save more 
than $800,000 dollars.  That money would be used to close the district's budget gap.  But a 
school committee member told 22News the district might be taking the wrong approach to 
cutting costs.  We're still waiting for the superintendent to return our phone calls. 
 
News    11/12/15   11pm          : 30 
 
A new report shows the charter school cap is negatively impacting minority students.  The 
study was done by Great Schools Massachusetts.  It's a group of parents, educators and 
community leaders who have been fighting to lift the charter school cap. Their research found 
that students who live in low income neighborhoods are denied the right to attend a better 
school, because of that cap. 
 
News    11/17/15   11pm          : 30 
 
Massachusetts students will see a new form of testing as soon as 2019.  That test will 
combine elements of the MCAS with the national PARCC exam to make up the "MCAS 2.0."  
The Massachusetts Board of Elementary and Secondary Education voted today to put this 
new test in place.  The goal is to have the test administered by computer by 2019, some 
board members argued that the underserved may be at a disadvantage. 
 
News    12/01/15   11pm          : 30 
 
There's been a push to bring more charter schools to western Massachusetts and we now 
know there might be one coming to Springfield. Parents and community leaders learned 
about the school tonight at the Springfield Public Library.  The school would be called, 
"Libertas Academy Charter School" and many hope to see it open in 2017.  A formal 
application was just presented tonight.  The school would serve students in grades 6-12 
throughout the pioneer valley. 
 
News    12/03/15   4:30am          : 30 
 
More than half the students at Roger L. Putnam Vocational Technical Academy in Springfield 
plan to attend college.  100 seniors weighed their options with college counselors on 
Wednesday.  Although they're being trained in skills ranging from nursing to the culinary arts, 
students told 22News, there's no such thing as too much education. 
 
News    12/06/15   11pm          : 30 
 
Several states are now offering thousands of high school graduates the opportunity of a 
lifetime, the chance to attend community college at little to no cost.  More lower-income 
students are having the opportunity to attend college, and in many cases move onto a four 
year university.  So far, Tennessee, Chicago, and Oregon have decided to cover the cost of 
those two years for the students.  The idea is reduce student debt and boost employment by 



eliminating the cost of tuition.  Opponents say certain proposals could cost taxpayers billions 
of dollars.  But some people told 22News, they'd be willing to pay the extra money. 
 
News    12/14/15   11pm          : 30 
 
After 91 years of Catholic education, St. Mary's School in Ware will close at the end of this 
school year.  The problem is that St. Mary's just can't generate enough money to cover the 
costs of running the school.  On top of that, the parish and the diocese can no longer afford to 
support it.  In a recent survey, only 24 families committed to returning their children for the 
2016-2017 school year.  That's just 32 students.  According to the Parish, St. Mary's School 
would need 175-to- 200 students to be financially healthy and independent.  Springfield 
Bishop Mitchell Rozanski reluctantly approved the decision.   The last class will be June 
2016.   
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News    10/05/15   5pm           : 30 
 
Western Massachusetts is still waiting for peak Fall Foliage with the best places to get a 
glimpse of changing colors the further North and west you go, the better the color.  New 
England is known for its breath taking scenic views of fall foliage.  The season may have 
been a tad delayed, but the colors are beginning to change western Massachusetts.  Due to 
the lack of rainfall here in western Massachusetts the changing of the colors on the trees 
have been a bit delayed, now were beginning to see a little but more color.  People who have 
left Massachusetts and have come back, saying the colors are just not the same anywhere 
else.  With the peak of the season, looking to be late October early November, you can head 
to Peaked Mountain in Monson, Monument Mountain in Great Barrington, and Sheffield in 
southern Berkshire County.    
 
News    10/09/15   5:30pm           : 30 
 
Franklin County's close, but not yet at peak foliage this Columbus Day Weekend.  But it still 
attracts thousands from all across the world each fall who come to take in the beautiful colors 
that are unique to autumn in New England.  Businesses here enjoy a boost in traffic around 
the holiday Weekend.  And even if the colors aren’t at their peak, this is definitely when 
tourism peaks in Franklin County.   
 
News    10/10/15   6pm            : 30 
 
Hurricane Joaquin's path continues to show it moving out to sea.  That's brings a sense of 
relief to many across western Massachusetts.  Western Massachusetts residents are relieved 
after learning the updated information that came out on Hurricane Joaquin, but most were 
prepared for whatever was to come their way.  The first weekend of October started off wet, 
but it was light rain we could handle.  Hurricane Joaqiun finally moved away from the 
Bahamas, after leaving behind flooding rains and damage.  Now Joaquin is on a new 
track.  Hurricane Joaquin made it to a category 4 hurricane, category 3 hurricane by early 
Saturday morning and as it makes its way through the Atlantic Ocean, it'll be a category 1 
hurricane by Tuesday early morning, steering clear from western Massachusetts.  New 
computer models have been coming out and now showing all the same path through the 
Atlantic Ocean, all trending out to sea.  The forecast finally changed for the better.  But 
western Massachusetts stays strong, and is ready for whatever comes their 
way.  Preparation is key.   
 
News    10/14/15   5pm            : 30 
 
A major cool down is on the way.  Just as it's beginning to feel like fall, temperatures are 



about to take another plunge.  With cooler temperatures on the way it's important to know 
how to get your home prepared but it's also important to know you can save money while 
doing it.  To start, if your window ac unit is still installed, take it out and make sure the seal on 
your window is as tight as possible.  During cooler days, Insulation is a big factor in holding in 
as much heat as possible.  Simply insulating your attic can make a huge difference in your 
heating costs.  Something else that we recommend is programming your thermostat just an 8 
degree difference when you’re sleeping or not home, can make a huge difference for your 
comfortability, but also in your finances.  If you are one to keep the blinds closed, open them 
open on sunny days. This will let natural sunlight in and help to warm up your home.  But 
after talking with some people today, they say they don't mind the change in weather.  Let's 
check in with 22News Storm Team Meteorologist Brian Lapis right now and see what he is 
tracking. 
 
News    10/18/15   6pm       : 30 
 
The first winter-like temperatures moved in to the pioneer valley overnight affecting the area 
with a hard freeze.  Cold temperatures did not stop some people from enjoying fall festivals.  
In fact, 22News asked people if they minded these cold temperatures for mid-October.  Most 
people though are used to the cold air of New England.  Between some people here in 
western Massachusetts seeing their first flakes, to well below average temperatures for this 
time of the year, only meant one thing for farmers.  The coldest air of the season hit western 
Massachusetts during a mid-October weekend, which means growing season has now come 
to an end.  22News went to E. Cecchi Farms, in Feeding Hills, to see what produce people 
can still expect, and which produce they cannot.  The hard squashes are still good, butter nut 
acorns, stuff like that, cabbages, kale, carrots, most of the tender stuff peppers, tomatoes, the 
beans those are pretty much done now.  Looks for now average temperatures are in the 
nearby future. 
 
News    11/06/15   5pm       : 30 
 
We've enjoyed a stretch of unusually warm weather during the first week of November. 
22News Storm Team Meteorologist Adam Strzempko is working for you with what people 
think of this milder than normal weather.  Despite some clouds around today temperatures 
once again made it up into the lower 70’s.  November is typically the month we start to 
transition from fall to winter weather. With the leaves coming off the trees and cooler weather 
moving but so far this November has felt more like September with highs in the 60’s and 70’s.  
Our average high temperature for this time of year should only be in the lower 50’s.  The jet 
stream has been well to our north allowing warmer air from the south to work into New 
England. There have been some benefits to the warm weather.  The warm weather however 
could keep some plants from going dormant like they're supposed to this time of year.  It's 
also not that unusual for us to get snow this time of year.  Last year on November 15th the 
Berkshires picked up a light accumulation and in 1986 and 1987 we had snow on for 
Veterans Day.  We actually had record breaking warm temperatures today.   
 
News    11/11/15   5:30pm      : 30 
 



Even though it's still autumn, we definitely have the "look" of winter outside.  After some 
windy days and finally some rain, what was left of the leaves on the trees are now on the 
ground.  Western Massachusetts is officially well past peak in fall foliage.  Trees are just 
about bare, and leaves blanket the ground.  For those of us who want a greener looking lawn 
after winter, raking leaves is chore that just needs to be done.  Getting rid of the leaves, will 
also reduce chances of mold on your lawn and make life easier for those who have 
allergies.  Picking up your leaves before winter comes will save your lawn come spring and 
also save you less of a headache.  Just about all of the leaves are on the ground in Western 
Massachusetts, which is bringing more people outside to take care of their yards.  Many area 
towns have Leaf pick-up programs.  So if you have bags of leaves that need to be taken 
away, make sure you know the pick-up schedule, so you'll have your leaves bagged and 
ready.  After today's rain, leaves can make the roads slick.  Something to consider as you 
drive on leaf-covered roads.   
 
News    11/14/15   6pm       : 30 
 
It's that time of year.  More leaves are beginning to fall, and under dry and breezy conditions, 
piles of leaves can become a fire hazard.  Raking the leaves is usually not an activity some 
people look forward to doing over the weekend.  But 22News found many people outside 
doing just this and taking advantage of the dry weather to get this chore out of the way.  We 
are now past peak season when it comes to fall foliage here in western Massachusetts and 
more and more leaves are ending up on the ground.  And Most of those leaves are dry and 
dead, leaving the trees bare.  Once that last leaf drops, most will find more and more people 
out raking their yard.  But after having no significant rainfall in a week has made conditions, 
and our lawns, extra dry. The strong wind didn't help those who wanted to get yardwork done, 
blowing the leaves around.  It would only take seconds with a pile of leaves on the ground, 
the combination of dry and breezy conditions and just one small ignition, to make a 
fire.  Obviously it's an increase fuel load on the ground and with leafs and any other brush fire 
it has potential with a small ignition source to spread to a larger exposure like houses and 
things like that not only will not picking up your leaves be a problem come spring for your 
lawn, but especially under dry and breezy conditions, it can be a fire hazard. 
 
News    11/20/15   5pm       : 30 
 
After some rain last night the sun returned today and temperatures warmed up.  This past 
October was the warmest ever on record across the globe.  Thanksgiving is less than a week 
away and people were out enjoying the sunshine and mild temperatures at Forest Park in 
Springfield.  According to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration the combined 
average temperature for land and sea for October 2015 was the warmest on record across 
the world.  The data shows the temperature for October is increasing at an average rate of 
.11 degrees Fahrenheit per decade.  For the sixth month in a row this year the monthly global 
temperature record was broken.  The October average temperatures was 2.39 degrees 
above the 20th century average which surpasses the previous record set in October 2011.  
And it's been a pretty mild November.  Temperatures were in the mid 50’s today.   
 
News    11/22/15   6pm       : 30 



 
Just to set the record straight, snow is not out of the question in November here in western 
Massachusetts.  New England is known for its changing weather.  Most people who have 
been living in New England know this by now.  Just earlier this month, temperatures reached 
into the lower 70's, breaking records.  And for the most part temperatures have been above 
average, which for this time of the year is in the lower 50’s.  Our warmer November seems to 
be saving people money.  As for looking like November, it is normal to see some snow on the 
ground this month.  That of course has not happened.  But we have seen some snowflakes 
late just last month.  We haven't seen any accumulating snow so far here in western 
Massachusetts but it is normal for us to see about two and a half inches by the end of this 
month.  As we get into the heart of winter, which officially begins December 21st of this year, 
our average snowfall increases.  Looking into this week's forecast, temperatures look above 
average.  
 
News    12/01/15   5pm       : 30 
 

We're in the month where winter begins.  Today is first day of December, and some us saw 
some freezing rain today.  But don't judge the rest of the month by the first day. Just look at 
November, we saw no accumulating snowfall even though we did see some flurries in 
October.  November was a dry month.  We were below average for rainfall.  
We barely saw 2 inches of rain where the average is around 4 inches.  It was also warm in 
November.  We broke two record high temperatures last month, one in the lower 70's and the 
other in the 60's.   
 
News    12/02/15   5pm       : 30 
 
Even though we're getting some rain now, it has been a pretty warm and dry fall.  According 
to the Climate System Research Center at UMass it was a record warm autumn across the 
Northeast.  We've enjoyed plenty of sunshine and warmer than normal temperatures this fall 
and now the numbers are in.  Daily high temperatures averaged over this past fall set new 
records across the Northeast.  The average of the daily maximum temperatures averaged 
over meteorological autumn, September October, November were record warm across 
several locations.  These record high daily maximums are consistent with the relative lack of 
precipitation we've seen over southern New England.  New records were set at several 
locations from Maine to Pennsylvania.  Some of the locations have historical data that goes 
back more than 100 years.  And according to NOAA milder than normal temperatures are 
expected this month.  
 
News    12/12/15   6pm       : 30 
 
The month of December has been filled with beautiful weather.  The talk of December so far 
has been the mild air we've been feeling, making it hard for some of us to get into the holiday 
spirit.  Take a look at our 22News Storm Team Temperature Track and you'll notice nothing 
but 50's.  Today we had a forecasted high temperature of 57 degrees, Sunday 56 degrees, 
and Monday 54 degrees.  To put this in perspective, our average high temperature for this 
time of the year is 37 degrees.  We even have a chance of breaking a record Sunday but our 
chances are slim, here's why.  First our record is 59 degrees set back in 1946 but with mostly 



cloudy skies it will be hard to get the amount of sunshine we need to help warm us up to the 
upper 50's.  But we will still be in the 50's which is above average for this time of the year.  
We also have a chance of breaking a record on Monday.  Record high temperature is 56 
degrees set back in 2006.  But we're tracking mostly cloudy skies again and rain which will 
limit our chances of seeing the mid 50's.  It will be close though with forecasted high 
temperatures in the lower 50's.  The 22News Storm Team will continue to track our chances 
of breaking any records in December.  
 
News    12/28/15   11pm     : 30 
 
Now is the time to start layering up - not just to keep yourself warm, but protect yourself from 
hypothermia.  Hypothermia is when your body's core temperature drops to an unsafe 
level.  In addition to feeling extremely cold, People with Hypothermia will start feeling 
confused and make poor decisions.  The key to keeping warm and dry by wearing layers of 
clothing that will wick away your sweat.   
 
News    12/28/15   5pm     : 30 
 
With several different types of precipitation due to fall over western Massachusetts, 22news 
storm team meteorologist Nick Bannin explains how each one forms.  A Wintry mix is on the 
way.  Well how does a wintry mix form?  Let's start with snow.  We get snow when the 
temperature of the clouds down to the ground are all below freezing. The snow forms in the 
clouds, falls through the cold air and reaches the ground as snow.  Sleet is something 
different.  Rain forms, or snow forms and then melts to rain through a thin warm layer. Those 
raindrops then fall through a thick layer of cold air, causing the raindrops to refreeze into little 
pellets of ice known as sleet before reaching the ground. Sleet is sometimes confused for 
snow or hail and can accumulate on the ground.  Freezing rain forms when the layer of cold 
air near the ground is not too thick. This means that raindrops fall into the shallow layer of 
cold air and don't have time to freeze before reaching the ground. The cold raindrops instead 
freeze on contact with the sub-freezing surface, creating ice.  Rain forms when the 
temperatures from cloud to ground are above freezing, or the layer of warm air above the 
ground is very thick, melting any snow before it reaches the ground.   
 
 



 

The following is WWLP programming addressing Government 
during the 4th quarter of 2015.  These issues were addressed 
through our locally produced news programming. 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
News    10/15/15   11pm          : 30 
 
A debate in Holyoke tonight between the two candidates vying for Mayor.  Current Mayor 
Alex Morse faced off against Francis O'Connell inside the Holyoke High School 
auditorium.  They both addressed some of the key issues facing Holyoke, such as education, 
taxes and economic growth.  Both Morse and O’Connell also debated right here at 22News 
on our In Focus program.  To learn more about the candidates you can watch our debate in 
full on WWLP.com.   
 
News    10/19/15   6pm          : 30 
 
Election Day in Massachusetts two weeks from tomorrow.  And 22News is working for you 
with what you need to know before you vote.  22News is hosting a series of debates leading 
up to November 3rd.  Today, the candidates for the mayor of Greenfield debated in our 
22News studios.  Incumbent Mayor William Martin is challenged by Patty Morey Walker.  If 
you missed today's debate, you can watch it in full on our website, wwlp.com. 
 
News    10/23/15   6pm          : 30 
 

We're a little more than a week away from Election Day here in Western Massachusetts.  
Today, our 22News debate series continued with one of the candidates running for mayor of 
Pittsfield.  Incumbent Mayor Dan Bianchi is challenged by Linda Tyer, who has declined our 
invitation to debate.  22News anchor Rich Tettemer questioned Mayor Bianchi on several 
topics including the recent incident where a gun was found in a middle school student's 
locker. 
 
News    10/27/15   11pm          : 30 
 
The state's moving closer to adding more charter schools.  It takes more than 67 thousand 
certified signatures to place a question on the ballot.  Charter school supporters say they 
already have tens of thousands more than they need.  Charter school supporters are one 
step closer to expanding the cap on charter schools in Massachusetts.  They say they've 
collected more than 100,000 signatures, 3 weeks before the deadline for certification.  If 
certified that would be far more than the signatures needed to continue the process of putting 
the question on the 2016 state ballot.  Springfield prep charter schools serves just 
kindergarten and first graders. This is their first year being open and already they have a 
waiting list of more than 50 students.  Governor Charlie baker has proposed a bill to allow the 
state to add up to a dozen new or expanded charters each year outside of the existing cap on 
schools. Those news schools would focus on high-need and low-income students.  During 
the last legislative session, the state senate rejected a limited charter school expansion that 



was approved by the house.  Senators plan to debate the issue privately tomorrow.  
 
News    11/02/15   5:30pm          : 30 
 

House lawmakers plan to vote on veterans' legislation this week, just in time for Veterans 
Day.  Veterans Day is next Wednesday, November eleventh.  To honor those who fought in 
World War I and II.  House lawmakers this week plan to take up two bills that will support our 
vets.  First - the "Stolen Valor Act" was filed by Westfield Democrat John Velis.  The bill would 
make it a crime to impersonate active duty service members or veterans for money for 
military benefits.  If the bill reaches the Governor's desk for his signature anyone convicted of 
the crime would be punished with up to a year in prison or a $1,000 dollar fine.  House 
Speaker Robert DeLeo told reporters Monday lawmakers could also consider a bill 
strengthening penalties for those who destroy the headstones of veterans.  These bills could 
be up for a debate and vote in the House as early as Wednesday.  
 
News    11/02/15   11pm          : 30 
 
Greenfield along with other communities across the western Massachusetts will head to the 
polls Tuesday to vote.  On Election Day Voters will decide on three environmental questions, 
one that could ban plastic bags.  Greenfield voters will make decisions on 4 non-binding 
referendum questions on the ballot Tuesday.  Three of those questions are environmental 
concerns, which could make Greenfield greener.  Voters are being asked if the town should 
create an ordinance banning the sale of plastic water bottles smaller than one liter.  The 
second question proposes to ban single use plastic bags.  Another question could ban the 
usage of non-biodegradable takeout food and beverage containers.  Tuesday voters will 
decide to ban non-biodegradable items like this which what your take food goes into as well 
as plastic bags, which could be banned in Greenfield.  The last question asks voters if the 
town should create their own municipal telecommunications system including a cost savings 
Internet phone service.  According to state senator Jamie Eldridge, the U.S. uses 100 billion 
plastic bags every year.   
 
News    11/03/15   6pm          : 30 
 
The elections don't seem to be generating a lot of passion in Northampton and Easthampton, 
but 22News reporter Matt Caron joins us live from our Hampshire County Bureau to explain 
why low voter turnouts expected.  It's because there's really no big name race in either city 
that would get people to the polls.  Only 15% of registered voters cast ballots so far in 
Northampton.  In Easthampton, it's only 10%.  There are contested city council and school 
committee races, but Northampton Mayor David Narkewicz is in the middle of a four year 
term and Easthampton Mayor Karen Cadieux is running with no challenger.  Mayor Cadieux 
is only the second ever mayor of Easthampton.  This would be her second two-year term. 
 
News    11/03/15   5:30pm          : 30 
 
Voters are heading to the polls in two large Hampshire County cities today.  Here in 
Hampshire County, there's no real marquee race.  As of 4pm, Northampton was at 15% voter 
turnout, Easthampton was at 10%.  Northampton Mayor David Narkewicz would normally be 



up for reelection after a two year term, but in 2012 voters approved a city charter change that 
extended the mayor's term to four years.  In the neighboring city of Easthampton, there is a 
mayoral race, but there's no competition.  Incumbent Mayor Karen Cadieux, the city's second 
mayor, is seeking her second term in office. 
 



 
 

The following is WWLP programming addressing Health-
Smoking during the 4th quarter of 2015.  These issues were 
addressed through our locally produced news programming. 
 
 
News    10/01/15   5:30pm   : 30 
 

There's a nationwide push to raise the age to buy tobacco.  Massachusetts senators 
Elizabeth Warren and Edward Markey are sponsoring a bill to raise the legal tobacco buying 
age to 21, nationwide.  It's called the "Tobacco to 21 Act" and 11 US senators are sponsoring 
the bill.  The town of Greenfield raised the legal tobacco buying age back in July with the 
hopes of cutting teen smoking.  In the past 50 years, 21 million people died in the United 
States from tobacco-related illnesses, making it the leading cause of death in the country.  A 
recent report by the Institute of Medicine found that raising the legal age of sale of tobacco 
products to 21 nationwide would reduce the number of NEW tobacco users.  And raising the 
minimum age to buy tobacco is trending across the country.  Hawaii was the first state to 
raise the age minimum and more than 70 towns in Massachusetts have done it as well. 
 
News    10/02/15   6pm    : 30 
 
Today was the official grand opening ceremony for western Massachusetts' first medical 
marijuana dispensary.  Patients were able to walk in and legally buy marijuana, something 
they say they've been waiting for, for a long time.  Nearly 200 patients this week have gotten 
medical marijuana, legally for the first time at the England Treatment Access Dispensary on 
Conz Street.  They sell plant marijuana of different varieties, but also alternative products that 
range from marijuana chocolate to lozenges, creams, and infused water.  New England 
Treatment Access told 22News that medical marijuana is made and regulated in a much 
different and safer way than the drug you find on the black market.  What particular active 
elements of the cannabis plant are we using to treat a condition, number two, it is the setting 
in which the plant is grown and the protocols to make sure it is free of contamination and sent 
to a third party testing laboratory for potency and contaminants.  Medical marijuana can be 
used to treat PTSD, cancer, HIV, and chronic pain.  Some patients told 22News they find 
cannabis plant treatment safer and more effective than prescribed opiate based pain 
medication. 
 
News    10/08/15   11pm    : 30 
 
State health officials are urging everyone to take precautions to avoid mosquito bites after the 
state's eighth human case of West Nile Virus.  The Massachusetts Department of Public 
Health announced that a woman in her 80's likely contracted the virus in Middlesex County.  
She's in the hospital.  The West Nile risk level's been raised in Greater Boston.  The health 
department's advising people to use insect repellant, cover up, and to avoid being outdoors at 
dusk and later. 



News    10/16/15   11pm    : 30 
 
The Massachusetts Department of Public Health confirmed the ninth human case of West 
Nile virus in the state this year.  The patient is a woman from Suffolk County.  
The DPH said she's in her 30’s and likely contracted the virus there.  She is expected to be 
okay and is not being hospitalized at this time.  The state wants to remind you that this does 
not increase the risk of West Nile virus.  Currently Western Massachusetts is not listed as a 
high risk area.   
 
News    10/19/15   11pm    : 30 
 
The New Year will bring new rules for buying tobacco products in three Berkshire County 
towns.  The Tri-Town Boards of Health representing Lee, Lenox and Stockbridge voted 
unanimously tonight to raise the minimum age to 21.  Town officials have said raising the 
minimum age to buy tobacco from 18 to 21 will reduce the number of teens who become 
lifetime smokers.  Smokers we spoke with think teens will get their cigarettes regardless of 
age-restrictions.   
 
News    11/09/15   11pm    : 30 
 
The city of Springfield is accepting applications to open a medical marijuana dispensary.  The 
only medical marijuana dispensary that's open and operating in western Massachusetts, is in 
Northampton.  But there may be one coming to Springfield.  The city of Springfield is 
accepting applications for a medical marijuana facility in the city.  This comes after multiple 
companies have approached the city council, expressing interest in opening a 
dispensary.  The application process is known as Phase 1; it allows someone to outline a 
plan for their proposed dispensary.  The city will then review the applications and pre-qualify 
some for Phase 2.  Phase 2 looks at the finer details, such as security and location.  From 
there, the city will then give a letter of support to the proposals they favor.  A zoning bylaw 
outlines where the dispensary can be located, with regard to its proximity to a school or 
residents.  But some say locating a marijuana dispensary in any part of Springfield would be 
a poor choice.  The application deadline is December 2nd at 2p.m. The process opened 
November first.  No applications submitted so far.   
 
News    11/11/15   11pm    : 30 
 

Western Massachusetts doctors are urging you to get your flu shot.  November marks the 
start of flu season.  22News is working for you to measure the effectiveness of these 
vaccines.  The CDC themselves regarded it to be only 15% effective.  This year we expect 
much better.  Different strains of the flu virus spread every year.  The CDC does its best to 
create a targeted vaccine, predicting which strain will be most prevalent.  Regardless of 
effectiveness, the CDC always recommends you get the flu shot for the extra protection.  
Before you head to the doctors, there's some info you need to know.  There are two vaccine 
options.  The flu shot or the nasal mist application.  The nasal vaccine is more appealing, but 
many hospitals have already used up their inventory.  So if you're set on the nasal flu mist, 
call ahead to make sure it’s actually available.  And remember, the flu shot contains a dead 
version of the virus, the flu-mist, a live version.  So if you're pregnant or have an auto-immune 



disease, that sprayed vaccine could actually make you sick.  Baystate Noble will have a free 
flu vaccine Clinic November 18th.  We posted the information on WWLP.com. 
 
News    11/29/15   10pm    : 30 
 
Several Western Massachusetts communities, including Amherst and Greenfield, have taken 
action to prevent anyone under the age of 21 from buying cigarettes and other tobacco 
products.  Soon, those restrictions may become statewide with penalties for violators in the 
hundreds of dollars.  Boston's board of health considers increasing the age limit later this 
week, and the state legislature is said to be seriously considering adopting the age 
restrictions statewide.  22News found out today how the higher age limits will effect Western 
Massachusetts business that sell a lot of cigarettes.  Murphy's Pop shop in Springfield sells a 
lot of cigarettes, but to a different demographic. 
 
News    12/01/15   11pm    : 30 
 
The city of Springfield is extending its application deadline for a medical marijuana 
dispensary.  That's because they haven't actually received any applications yet.  The 
deadline was supposed to be today, but has been pushed back to December 16th.  A 
Springfield resident said they're disappointed, because many people are suffering and need 
more access to treatment.   
 
News    12/01/15   5:30pm   : 30 
 
It could be difficult, or even illegal next year for young adults to buy cigarettes in 
Massachusetts.  Cigarette smoking harms nearly every organ of the body, according to the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.  Some state lawmakers want to prevent young 
people from buying tobacco products like cigarettes.  The legislature's Committee on Public 
Health is considering a ban on the sale of cigarettes to Massachusetts residents under the 
age of twenty one.  Several Massachusetts cities and towns have already implemented 
similar policies including Holyoke and Greenfield.  Convenience stores and gas stations are 
against the proposal because they stand to lose business.  The Public Health committee 
could take action on the bill next year. 
  
News    12/07/15   6pm    : 30 
 
One company is trying to build a medical marijuana dispensary in Deerfield.  Well right now 
the Deerfield Board of Selectmen is talking with the local police department and Board of 
Health about the proposed medical marijuana dispensary.  New England Patient Network is 
the company trying to build the dispensary at 10 Greenfield Road. One person told 22News, 
she could see the benefit of having a local dispensary for people who need marijuana for 
medicinal use. 
 
News    12/08/15   10pm    : 30 
 



New information about e-cigs tonight and the liquids you put into them.  Researchers from the 
Harvard School of Public Health found more than 75% of liquid nicotine’s put into e-cigs, 
contain a chemical that has been linked to a disease known as "popcorn lung".  The chemical 
has been linked to severe respiratory disease.  One Chicopee woman said she's worried 
about the effects, especially on kids.   
 
News    12/13/15   6pm    : 30 
 
First it was Greenfield, next came Amherst, and now Boston appears ready to make It illegal 
for anyone under 21 to buy a pack of cigarettes.  The Boston health department will decide 
Thursday if Massachusetts largest city will follow the lead of western Massachusetts towns.  
The state legislature is actually considering making the age increase mandatory across 
Massachusetts.  22News has found that in Greenfield, smoke shops catering to a younger 
clientele have experienced a downtown in their cigarette sales. 
 
News    12/16/15   11pm    : 30 
 
9 Massachusetts companies have submitted proposals for a medical marijuana dispensary in 
Springfield.  The deadline was extended to today, after no one submitted proposals 2 weeks 
ago for the original due date.  These companies have applied for Phase 1, which outlines the 
business plan of the dispensary.  At this stage, companies do not have to say where they 
want their dispensary located. 



The following is WWLP programming addressing Jobs during 
the 4th quarter of 2015.  These issues were addressed through 
our locally produced news programming. 
 
News    10/02/15   5am             : 30 
 

The jobs report for September by the bureau of labor statistics is due out this morning.  
Analysts are expecting an upbeat report, with about 200,000 jobs added during the 
month.  That's an increase from a disappointing August in which 173,000 jobs were 
added.  The unemployment rate is expected to remain at 5.1% which is a seven-year low. 
 
News    10/15/15   5pm             : 30 
 
The state lost more than 7,000 jobs last month ending a streak of 12 consecutive months of 
job gains.  The state's unemployment rate in September was 4.6% a half percent less than 
the national rate.  Experts say job losses occurred last month in several areas of work 
including education and health services, construction, and manufacturing.  But 
Massachusetts has still gained nearly 47,000 jobs since the start of the year. 
 
News    11/06/15   5am             : 30 
 
Job watchers and economic analysts will be looking to the bureau of labor statistics for the 
October jobs report this morning.  It's expected the figure will show some 180,000 jobs were 
added last month.  That's more than the 142,000 added in September, and the 136,000 
added in August.  The unemployment rate should remain at 5.1%.  The figures released 
today could impact the Federal Reserve’s decision whether to raise a key interest rate in 
December.  
 
News    11/09/15   5:30pm             : 30 
 
A job fair was held today to help our veterans get back into the workforce.  Many veterans 
share the same struggle: They serve our country for years, only to come home and find 
themselves unemployed.  Just two days before Veterans Day, CareerPoint in Holyoke offered 
its annual job fair for veterans. Men and women of all ages attended, hoping to find a career 
that matched their skills sets.  And it was just as important for the employers.  
 
News    11/17/15   11pm             : 30 
 
Changes at Mary Lane Hospital in Ware may leave at least 2 dozen of people without a job.  
Baystate Health announced Tuesday that they are planning to move some of their services 
at Mary Lane Hospital in Ware to Palmer, and layoff 25 to 30 people.  The layoffs would 
affect both management and "front line" positions.  The health system is filing for approval, if 
they get approval.  If they get it, all inpatient services at Mary Lane Hospital will be moved to 
Baystate Wing Hospital in Palmer.  This building would then become an outpatient 
facility.  For Ware residents this would mean a roughly 20 minute drive for care instead of a 



short trip down the road.  Baystate has said they will work with employee's who get cut from 
Mary Lane to find open positions elsewhere in their Health system.  They also said, on 
average, Mary Lane only has about 10 patients admitted to the hospital at any given time.  
Baystate expects the process to start next month when they file applications to the state.  If 
approved, they would implement these changes by the spring. 
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The following is WWLP programming addressing Crime during 
the 4th quarter of 2015.  These issues were addressed through 
our locally produced news programming. 
________________________________________________ 
 
News    10/02/15   11pm                : 30 
 
In Chicopee, police have released new photographs of the man they believe installed a 
scanner and a hidden camera at a bank ATM.  Chicopee Police Officer Mike Wilk told 
22News this man installed a skimmer over the door card reader outside the Meadow 
Street TD Bank ATM late last month.  A hidden camera was also installed to capture video of 
people punching in their PINs. If you recognize this man, call Chicopee police at   594-1730. 
 
News    10/02/15   11pm                : 30 
 
Springfield Police seized what they are calling "a massive amount of drugs, cash, guns and 
ammunition in a raid in the city's South End.  Detectives raided 93 Acushnet Avenue around 
7:30 last night.  Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney told 22News they found more than two 
pounds of cocaine, a large amount of liquid PCP, and nearly $100,000 dollars in cash.  They 
also recovered an AR-15 High powered rifle, five high capacity magazines, a handgun and 50 
rounds of ammunition.  Three people were arrested. 
 
News    10/02/15   11pm                : 30 
 
A Holyoke man could be sentenced to as much as fifteen years in federal prison on illegal 
gun possession charges.  28-year-old Joshua Marrero pleaded guilty today to being a 
convicted felon in possession of a firearm, and to possessing a firearm with an obliterated 
serial number.  Police captured Marrero with a semi-automatic pistol and ammunition in 
South Holyoke last April.  Marrero's scheduled to be sentenced in federal court in January. 
 
News    10/04/15   10pm                : 30 
 
A woman was arrested in Monson today after stealing a loaded gun from a house. Monson 
Police Chief Stephen Kozloski told 22News at around 1:30 this afternoon, they were called to 
a home on Cote Road for a disturbance.  They discovered that 29 year old Ashley Jones 
stole a loaded handgun from the home.  Police searched the area and found her in the area 
of T Peck Road.  She was arrested and charged with larceny of a firearm, and possession of 
a gun without a permit. 
 
News    10/07/15   11pm                : 30 
 
Springfield Police last night arrested a violent robbery suspect accused of slashing his victim.  
The victim told police his attacker started a fight with him and took his wallet in a Main Street 
package store.  His said his arm was slashed trying to keep the man from stabbing him.  
Within minutes, police spotted 49 year old Kevin Jefferson and charged him armed robbery 



and assault with a knife.  Jefferson was arraigned today and the victim received several 
stitches.   
 
News    10/07/15   5am                : 30 
 

Two men in Holyoke were arrested on Tuesday after police officers spotted drugs in their 
vehicle.  Holyoke police lieutenant Jim Albert told 22news Kevin Colon and Nathanial 
Rodriguez, both 19-years-old and from Holyoke, were quote "seen with narcotics in plain 
view" by officers nearby.  Both were arrested Tuesday evening on Chestnut Street.  Several 
bags of heroin, cocaine, and crack cocaine were seized along with 2-thousand dollars in 
cash.  Both suspects will be in Holyoke district court today.   
 
News    10/07/15   5am                : 30 
 

Holyoke and state police have made two arrests in last month's shooting on Maple Street and 
they're looking to make a third.  A teenager was shot near the intersection of Maple and 
Sergeant Street back on September 25th.  Fortunately, the 17-year-old was able to recover in 
the hospital with only minor wounds.  Arrested were 18-year-old Orlando Santiago and 37-
year-old Jose Santiago.  Both were arrested on Porter Street in Springfield Tuesday 
morning.  Police are still looking for one other suspect: 25-year-old Luis Santiago-Gonzalez, 
who's considered to be armed and dangerous by police.  
Anyone with information is asked to call Holyoke Police Detectives at 322-6940. 
 
News    10/08/15   11pm                : 30 
 
Monson Police believe they busted a one-man drug supermarket today.  Monson Police Chief 
Stephen Kosloski told 22News officers seized a pound of marijuana and five ounces of 
hashish packaged for sale.  They also found amphetamines, scales, cell phones and $600 
dollars in cash. They arrested 20 year old Devron Trott and charged him with several counts 
of possession of drugs with intent to distribute. 
 
News    10/11/15   6pm       : 30 
 
A man was shot three times in Springfield's Liberty Heights neighborhood this weekend. A 
shooting in Springfield's Liberty Heights neighborhood has community members concerned.  
Springfield Police Lt. Richard LaBelle told 22News, Officers were called to Miller Street for 
the report of a drive-by shooting around 11:00 Saturday night. Police found the victim sitting 
on the doorstep of a duplex at 126 Miller Street.  He had gunshot wounds to his stomach, hip 
and forehead.  The Springfield man was rushed to a nearby hospital by ambulance and is 
expected to survive.  He was not able to speak with police about the shooting right away.  
Police said one of the bullets that was fired had hit another car that was passing by.  No one 
was injured inside the car.  Springfield residents told 22News more needs to be done to keep 
guns off the streets to avoid another tragedy.  Police are still searching for a suspect and a 
motive for the shooting.  Police aren't certain if the shooting occurred when the suspects were 
inside the car. 
 
News    10/14/15   11pm       : 30 



 
A home break in on Bradley Road in Springfield.  The suspect was caught by the trail of 
jewelry he left behind.  Police say 49 year old Roberto Hernandez, is accused in the 
theft.  They told 22News a neighbor called the break-in in, and guided officers in the right 
direction when the suspect ran away.  Police found jewelry on the ground which led them to 
Hernandez.  They said he was also found with heroin.  Hernandez was arrested and is facing 
several charges. 
 
News    10/15/15   12pm       : 30 
 
Springfield police have arrested a man and a woman accused of selling cocaine out of 
addresses in two cities as well as a woman who allegedly assaulted a police officer.  
Police Sgt. John Delaney told 22News that 24 year old Gabrielle Gregory, 26 year old Joshua 
Das, and 26 year old Rainey Wise were all arrested Wednesday afternoon as police 
conducted raids on the two homes.  According to Delaney, narcotics detectives had been 
investigating Das and Gregory who were allegedly operating out of their home at 27 Denton 
Circle as well as a "safe house" at 510 McKinstry Avenue in Chicopee.   
Police obtained a search warrant, where Das's sister, Rainey Wise, was home.  Sgt. Delaney 
says Wise would not cooperate with the police and became violent, assaulting one of the 
officers as they tried to get her out of the home.  She was arrested on charges of assault and 
battery on a police officer.  Inside the Denton Circle home, Sgt. Delaney says police 
discovered a fully loaded .38 caliber handgun, as well as cash and some drugs.  Springfield 
detectives, along with Chicopee officers, then raided 510 McKinstry Avenue, where Sgt. 
Delaney says packaged cocaine and marijuana were found, as well as scales, packing 
material, and more than $2,400 in cash. 
 
News    10/19/15   5:30pm      : 30 
 
A stabbing in Amherst at an affordable housing complex this afternoon.  Amherst police said 
the victim was an 18-year-old resident man that was stabbed by someone he knew.  EMS 
were called to the report of a man that was found stabbed in the area of a Butternut Farm 
HapHousing apartment just before noon.  The complex is located on Longmeadow Drive, 
which is a side street off Route 116 in South Amherst, not far from Hampshire College.  
When 22News arrived Amherst Police officers, Detectives and more EMS were getting there.  
One man was seen being handcuffed and put into the back of a police cruiser.  A neighbor 
told 22News it is unusual to see this many police in the area. 
 
News    10/20/15   6pm       : 30 
 
A husband and wife accused of robbing a Ludlow bank last month are now suspects in two 
other bank robberies on the east coast.  Police in Aberdeen, Maryland issued a news release 
identifying Joseph and Jennie Carrier as suspects in a bank robbery Friday.  They released 
these new surveillance photos from the robbery.  The couple is believed to be driving the 
same stolen, dark colored Buick Encore that was used in the Ludlow bank robbery late last 
month.  The Carriers have also been identified as suspects in a bank robbery in Florida. 
 



News    10/22/15   11pm       : 30 
 
A Chicopee High School student has been arrested, accused of threatening school staff and 
the school's resource officer on Twitter.  4 tweets were sent, and they have all been 
removed.   One tweet indicated the student would be coming to school tomorrow to shoot the 
school's resource officer, Johnny Jusino.  Another tweet said, "tomorrow doomsday, keep 
your kids at home."  Chicopee police officer Mike Wilk told 22News the 17-year old from 
Springfield was arrested at 2:00 this morning after the department discovered the tweets 
Wednesday night.   
 
News    10/22/15   6pm       : 30 
 
Five family members are under arrest for allegedly selling heroin and oxydcodone in 
Springfield's Pine Point neighborhood.  Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney told 22News the 
mother, father, son and daughter were arrested after police raided their home on Pheland 
Avenue yesterday morning.  A fifth family member was also arrested. Sgt. Delaney said 
police seized 100 bags of Heroin, 48 Oxycodone pills, a .22 caliber handgun and $153.00 in 
cash. 
 
News    10/24/15   10pm       : 30 
 

Two people were arrested in the Berkshire county town of Adams for posession of heroin.  
Ricardo Lozada and Casey Hall were arrested at their apartment on 56 Orchard Street in 
Adams.  The Berkshire County Drug Task force had been executing a search warrant for 
Lozada and Hall.  Adam police officers searched the apartment and allegedly found over 370 
grams of heroin, which they say was packaged for distribution.  
Both were charged with trafficking over 200 grams of heroin and conspiracy to violate drug 
law. 
 
News    10/24/15   6pm       : 30 
 
They've become nationally recognized as a modern day "Bonnie and Clyde" and their alleged 
crime spree started right here in western Massachusetts.  On the run and wanted for 
robberies in at least 4 states, 37-year-old Joseph Carrier and his 36-year-old wife Jenny have 
made national headlines as a modern day Bonnie and Clyde.  We're dealing with two people 
that are dope sick from heroin who are committing robberies to feed a habit.  Detective Sgt. 
Louis Tulik has been working the couple’s case since the beginning of their alleged crime 
spree.  The first robbery the married couple is known to have been involved with was 
September 28th at the CountryBank inside Big Y in Ludlow.  They stole about $4,330.  From 
there they went to southeast Pennsylvania where they robbed another bank for $730.  Then 
they went even further south to Palm Coast, Florida where they robbed a bank for $500.  
Now police say their latest and greatest score was in Aberdeen Maryland where they robbed 
a bank for $5,000.  The couple is believed to still be driving their getaway vehicle seen in 
surveillance videos-a dark brown 2012 Buick Encore with a Massachusetts dealer plate of 
265S.  That car was stolen from a dealership in Quincy, where Jenny had worked.  The 
couple is considered homeless and traveling with seven tiny Brussels griffin dogs-five of them 
1-year-old puppies.  Sgt. Tulick is working with other local police and federal agents to try and 



bring the husband, wife, and dogs in safe.  Sgt. Tulick said people should be on the lookout 
because the couple could be headed back to Massachusetts.  If you have any information on 
the whereabouts of the Carriers, you are asked to call the Ludlow Police at 413-583-8305. 
 
News    10/26/15   11pm       : 30 
 
Accused Ludlow Bank robbers Joseph and Jennie Carrier are in police custody tonight after 
allegedly robbing a bank in Delaware this morning.  Ludlow Police Detective David Kornacki 
told 22News they're accused of robbing a Citizen's Bank in Delaware.  This is new aerial 
footage to show you as police caught and arrested the duo in Pennsylvania.  The Carriers 
were identified as suspects in the Country Bank robbery in Ludlow last month.  They're 
wanted for several other bank robberies along the east coast.  It's not clear when they'll be 
returned to Massachusetts to face charges. 
 
News    10/27/15   11pm       : 30 
 
A Connecticut man will serve 17 years in prison for stealing firearms from Springfield gun-
maker Smith & Wesson.  Elliot Perez of Bridgeport was sentenced today.  He was convicted 
of stealing firearms from Smith & Wesson in 2012, and then selling them on the street.  One 
gun was used in two Connecticut murders, among other crimes, some as far away as North 
Carolina.  Michael Murphy is also accused in the crime.  He has plead guilty and will be 
sentenced Friday. 
 
News    11/02/15   10pm       : 30 
 
Police have identified the teenager who was shot and killed in Springfield this weekend.  
Springfield police Sgt. John Delaney told 22news 18 year-old Isaiah Emanuel of Springfield 
was shot to death on Scott Street in Forest Park early Sunday morning.  Sgt. Delaney 
Emanuel was shot while he and some friends were vandalizing cars.  So far, no arrests or 
suspects.  Emmanuel's murder is Springfield's 15th Homicide this year.  If you have any 
information you're asked to call the Detective Bureau at 787-6355. 
 
News    11/02/15   6pm       : 30 
 

A woman from Franklin County was arrested for her fourth drunk driving offense, after she 
allegedly called police saying she was too drunk to make it out of her car.  Greenfield police 
said 46 year-old Doreen Balestrieri of Montague was arrested Friday afternoon.  According to 
the department, police received a call to be on the lookout for Balestrieri's car, after she was 
seen driving "highly intoxicated."  A short time later, police received a call from Balestrieri 
herself.  She allegedly said she needed to be helped out of her car because she was "too 
intoxicated to do so on her own."  Police said they then found her car and arrested her for 
OUI. 
 
News    11/02/15   6pm       : 30 
 
A man was arrested this weekend at Bradley International airport for allegedly packing a gun 
and ammunition in his carry-on bag.  TSA officers spotted the gun at the security 



checkpoint.  They immediately notified local law enforcement who arrested the passenger.  
He's 35-years-old but officials could not provide any other information.  TSA imposes civil 
penalties ranging from $1,500 dollars to $7,000 dollars for a single firearm violation. 
 
News    11/03/15   6am       : 30 
 
State and local police arrested two men in Holyoke for trafficking heroin and cocaine. They 
made the arrests after a search warrant was executed on High Street last Friday.  
That's where police found over 1,400 bags of heroin, 5 grams of cocaine, nearly $17,000 
dollars, and several firearms neither suspects had licenses for.  30-year-old Frank Lopez and 
27-year-old Daniel Dias were arrested.  Both face multiple drug and firearm-related charges. 
 
News    11/09/15   11pm       : 30 
 
The victim has been identified in this weekend's deadly shooting in Indian Orchard. 
Springfield police Sgt. John Delaney told 22News 40-year old Fan Cheung Li was making a 
food delivery around 10:15 Saturday night when he was shot near his car on Homestead 
Avenue.  Sgt. Delaney said robbery appears to be the motive in the shooting.  This is 
Springfield's 16th homicide this year.  Call the Springfield Detective Bureau at 787-6355 with 
any information. 
 
News    11/09/15   11pm       : 30 
 
Holyoke police are looking for two men after an armed robbery outside the Holyoke mall this 
afternoon.  Lt. Jim Albert told 22News an 80 year old woman and her 60 year old daughter 
were robbed in the parking lot outside the Christmas Tree Shops at around 12:45 this 
afternoon.  Lt. Albert said someone pointed a gun out the window of his car as the women left 
the mall.  Another man then grabbed the daughter's purse.  The suspects are described as 
two black men, between 25 and 45 years old.  They drove away in a gray, four door car, 
possibly a Toyota corolla.  If you have any information, call Holyoke police.  
 
News    11/12/15   11pm       : 30 
  
Formal charges today against the man accused of shooting and killing a neighbor's dog with 
a BB gun.  66-year old Freddie Guy is accused of killing a Chihuahua puppy on his front lawn 
Tuesday.  The prosecutor asked for $10,000 dollars bail, but the Judge released him on the 
bail he'd already posted.  Guy was ordered to attend probation meetings, and to stay away 
from the dog's owner.  Sixteen acres neighbors are upset, but they told 22News un-leashed 
dogs are a common sight on their street.  Neighbor Larry Clark showed 22News cell phone 
video of dogs loose in his yard a few weeks ago.   
 
News    11/12/15   5:30pm      : 30 
 
Northampton Police are looking for a man who robbed the Greenfield Savings Bank on King 
Street this afternoon.  Captain John Cartledge told 22News the King Street branch was 
robbed just after 2:00 this afternoon.  The suspect is described as a white man in his mid-



thirties to 40 years old, and between 5'9" and 6 feet tall.  He handed the teller a note 
demanding money.  He did not display a weapon.  Call Northampton police with any 
information. 
 
News    11/12/15   5:30pm      : 30 
 

East Longmeadow Police are investigating a large-scale break-in at a storage facility in town. 
This customer was woken up this morning by a call from East Longmeadow Police, asking 
him to come down to his storage unit at the Coyotes Den on Benton Drive.  When he got 
there, some 75 units at the facility were broken into; when the burglars couldn't break the 
locks, they vandalized the doors. Manager Terry Knox told me they've had minor break-ins 
before, but never anything like this.  They're working with police right now to review the 
surveillance video, which has led them to their suspects in previous incidents.  Unfortunately 
this seems to be a growing trend at storage facilities; a similar incident was reported in 
Wilbraham recently. 
 
News    11/13/15   6pm       : 30 
 
Springfield Police seized nearly 22,000 bags of heroin in what they're calling a major drug 
bust. Take a look at what they found.  Detectives raided 23 Silver Street in the city's Liberty 
Heights neighborhood just before 7:30 last night.  Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney told 
22News police seized nearly 22,000 bags of heroin, $3,300 dollars in cash and three hand 
guns.  25 year-old Matthew Oquendo and 31 year-old Isaias Rosario were arrested  and 
charged with trafficking in more than 200 grams of heroin. 
 
News    11/16/15   11pm       : 30 
 
A West Springfield woman jumped from a Springfield highway overpass this afternoon, while 
running from police.  State Trooper Paul Sullivan told 22News, State Police tried to pull a car 
over for a motor vehicle violation on I-291 when it took off just after four this afternoon.  
Trooper Sullivan said the car hit a big rig and another vehicle before the man and woman 
inside got out and ran away.  The woman leaped from an I-291 overpass, and fell some 30 
feet onto railroad tracks.  She suffered a broken leg.  Police arrested Chase Sardella of 
Agawam, charging him with two counts of hit and run, failure to stop for police, and an 
outstanding warrant. 
 
News    11/16/15   6pm       : 30 
 
The FBI is investigating after several firearms were stolen from a federal armory in 
Worcester.  This armory is surrounded by a barbed wire fence and located in a pretty busy 
area right near UMass Medical School. Still, someone broke in overnight this weekend, and 
got away with more than a dozen weapons.  The FBI is working with State and Worcester 
Police to track down 16 weapons, including assault rifles, stolen from the Lincoln Stoddard 
Army Reserve Center this weekend.  City manager Edward Augustus told 22News Worcester 
police and fire were called to the federal facility just after 8:30 Sunday morning, and they 
believe a male suspect broke in sometime between 6:00 Saturday evening and 1:00 in the 
morning Sunday.  The weapons were stolen just one day after the deadly terror attacks in 



Paris, but FBI leaders say right now they have no reason to believe this incident has any ties 
to terrorism.  Nothing at this point in time that would tie this to any specific threat or anything 
else at this point.  The Lake Ave. facility looked quiet Monday, but we're told there's an 
increased police presence throughout Worcester.  Still, people who work in the area told 
22News they feel uneasy.  The 16 missing weapons have been entered into the National 
Crime Information Center an online database available to police. 
 
News    11/19/15   6pm       : 30 
 
A man was shot and critically wounded in the city's lower forest park neighborhood.  
A man is in critical condition after being shot here on Sachem Street about 4 hours ago. 
Springfield's major crimes unit is still here investigating.  This is third shooting to happen in 
the city within the past 24 hours.  Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney told 22News that the 
victim is a 28 year-old man, who is currently in critical condition.  Officers were called here to 
the area of 33 Sachem Street just before 2 this afternoon, after the city's "Shotspotter" 
system picked up the sound of six shots fired.  When police got there, they found the victim, 
and provided first aid until EMTs arrived, and took him to the hospital.  Detectives from the 
department's Major Crimes unit are still out here collecting evidence, and speaking to 
possible witnesses.  Police are still looking for the suspect.  
 
News    11/22/15   10pm       : 30 
 
The Chicopee Police arrested a man wanted in connection to a series of bank robberies.  
Chicopee Police Officer Mike Wilk told 22News 37 year old Juan Cruz and 33 year old 
Melissa Sandillo were both arrested.  Only Cruz is suspected in the bank robberies.  When 
police cornered him at the Days Inn along Memorial Drive, Cruz smashed a second story 
window and jumped to get away.  He was caught and put into handcuffs.  Police say he was 
wanted in connection to six bank robberies in New Haven, CT and Albany, NY.  The woman 
arrested, Melissa Sandillo was also a wanted fugitive. 
 
News    11/23/15   11pm       : 30 
 
State police last night arrested a suspected hit-and-run driver who, police said, killed a man 
who stopped to help accident victims on the highway early yesterday.  State Police said 55 
year-old Springfield resident Miguel Garcia drove off after his car hit and killed 21 year-old 
Jeremy Ramos, who was trying to assist drivers involved in a multi-car crash on I-91 
South.  Garcia's charged with vehicular homicide, and leaving the area of a deadly 
crash.  Garcia is held on $10,000.00 bail. 
 
News    11/23/15   6pm       : 30 
 

Springfield Police arrested a woman accused of biting off the fingertip of a man who was 
trying to stop her from attacking a pregnant bartender.  Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney 
told 22News 26 year old Jennifer Pagan attacked the bartender at the "Pot Bellies Pub" in 
Indian Orchard early Sunday morning.  Delaney said when another bar employee intervened, 
Pagan bit off the tip of his finger.  She's been charged with mayhem and assault and battery 
on a pregnant woman. 



 
News    11/27/15   6pm       : 30 
 
A massive manhunt underway today in Boston, Police are searching for a gunman after a 
shooting outside of Fenway Park.  Police have identified Jeph Chery as the victim, they say 
he was caught in the cross fire early yesterday morning.  Police say Chery was shot while 
walking around 2:00am Thursday morning when violence erupted at who's on first outside 
Fenway Park.  Now the victim’s father is speaking out. 
 
News    11/30/15   11pm       : 30 
 
No bail for the woman charged with stabbing another woman to death in West Springfield this 
weekend.  31 year-old Christen Longley pleaded not guilty in Springfield District Court this 
morning, to charges of murder, and assault and battery with a dangerous weapon.  According 
to the Hampden County District Attorney's Office, 30 year-old Jennifer Best was stabbed to 
death as a result of a domestic dispute. West Springfield Police told 22News that the victim 
and suspect knew each other, but did not live together.  Longley is due back in court on 
January 6th. 
 
News    12/01/15   11pm       : 30 
 
The father of the 2-year-old girl known for months as Baby Doe has been arrested for 
shoplifting.  Joseph Amoroso was arrested in the city's South Boston neighborhood today and 
charged with larceny over $250.  Amoroso is the biological father of Bella Bond, who was 
buried last week after a private funeral.  Her remains were found in a plastic bag on a Boston 
Harbor beach this summer.  Bella Bond's mother's boyfriend, Michael McCarthy, has been 
charged with murder.  Her mother, Rachelle Bond, is charged with being an accessory. 
 
News    12/01/15   11pm       : 30 
 
A Ludlow Doctor was arrested today, accused of insurance fraud and illegally prescribing 
opiates.  A Palmer district Court judge today ordered Dr. Fernando Jayma to give up his 
passport, and stay in Massachusetts.  He was prescribing opiates at a rate of 11 times the 
average.  Hampden County District Attorney Anthony Gulluni announced the arrest of 73-
year-old Dr. Fernando Jayma.  Gulluni investigated Dr. Jayma after several insurance 
companies alerted his office that Dr. Jayma was the 2nd highest prescriber of opiates in the 
state.  Something he intends to stop to fight the state's opioid crisis.  DA Gulluni said Dr. 
Jayma was arraigned in Palmer District Court on 19 Felony Counts of filing false health 
claims, and four larceny charges.  In a separate investigation, The State Attorney General 
announced Tuesday that Dr. Jayma had been indicted on charges he illegally 
prescribed opioids to patients, some of whom had documented drug problems.  DA Gulluni 
expects there will be more charges to help break the cycle of addiction.  Dr. Jayma has 
agreed to give up his license to practice medicine.  Dr. Jayma is free without Bail.  His 
Superior Court Arraignment has not yet been scheduled. 
 
News    12/02/15   11pm       : 30 



 
Springfield Police have recovered the car that hit and seriously injured a woman in a 
wheelchair on Boston Road and then drove off.  Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney told 
22News the woman was hit near 145 Boston Road last night.   The car was found on West 
Baypath Terrace this afternoon.  It had front end damage and both airbags had 
deployed.  The motorized wheelchair was destroyed.  The black Mercury Sable drove off 
after the accident, but the front license plate fell off.  The car's owner reported the car stolen, 
15 minutes after the crash.   
 
News    12/03/15   11pm       : 30 
 
A window was shattered, and a child was hurt after someone shot a BB-Gun at a Springfield 
school bus.  A student was hit, but was not seriously hurt. The bus was leaving Chestnut 
Middle school on Plainfield Street, and was shot just a half mile up the road, at the corner of 
Abbey Avenue.  Sgt. John Delaney said students switched buses and were taken home. He 
said officers are looking through surveillance video to try and identify any suspects. 
 
News    12/04/15   5am       : 30 
 
Police have made an arrest in the deadly thanksgiving shooting that killed an MBTA train 
conductor near Fenway Park.  Dominique Carpenter-Grady was held on $250,000 bail 
Thursday after not guilty pleas were entered on his behalf to firearms charges.  He was 
charged in connection with the Nov. 26 shooting of Jephthe Chery.  Prosecutors say 
Carpenter-Grady and another man got into a shootout outside “Who’s On First” at about 2 
thanksgiving morning.  Chery, who had been at the bar, was apparently an innocent 
bystander.  Who shot Chery remains under investigation.   
 
News    12/07/15   11pm       : 30 
 
A customer lost a hand full of cash while standing in line inside the Boston Road TD Bank 
branch.  Springfield Police Captain Robert Strempek told 22News the victim was waiting to 
see the teller, when someone behind him grabbed the money in his hand and ran out of the 
bank.  The suspect, described as thin Hispanic man in his 20's, jumped into a waiting SUV 
that took off down Boston Road, at about 4:30 this afternoon.  No one was hurt.  Police hope 
surveillance photos will help identify the suspect.   
 
News    12/08/15   6pm       : 30 
 
Springfield police are searching for a suspect in a bank robbery in the city's Sixteen Acres 
neighborhood.  Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney told 22News the Berkshire Bank on 
Allen Street was robbed shortly after two this afternoon by a man who had his face 
completely covered.  The man then got into a waiting car, which then headed toward 
Chalfonte Drive.  Delaney says that the suspect is a black man, who was wearing a blue 
coat, a red Nike hoodie, jeans and work boots.  If you have any information, Call Springfield 
Police. 
 



News    12/10/15   11pm       : 30 
 
The Agawam Mayor Richard Cohen's adopted son was arrested for impersonating a police 
officer.  20-year-old Antonio Stephens was driving on I-91 south in Enfield, Connecticut last 
month, when he started flashing red and blue lights and passing cars at 100 miles per hour.  
Stephens blew right past a state police detective, who pulled him over.  But Stephens didn't 
give up the act.  He told the detective he was a Massachusetts Sherriff’s officer before he 
sped off, driving into Hartford evading police.   
 
News    12/11/15   5pm       : 30 
 
A woman walking on the UMass campus claims she was sexually assaulted early this 
morning.  The UMass police department received a report of a sexual assault that took place 
at 1:00 this morning in this area of the Studio Arts building.  The victim said she was walking 
along construction near the Studio Arts Building on campus, when a strange man pushed her 
to the ground and sexually assaulted her.  The suspect is described as another college 
student, wearing casual clothing.  The UMass PD wants students to know how to stay safe 
on campus from sexual assaults.  Let your roommate or friend know where you are going and 
when you'll be back.  Avoid walking alone at night.  If you are out at night, use well-lit 
paths.  Be alert about your instincts.  And always report any suspicious activity to the 
police.  If anybody has information about the incident from this morning, they are asked to 
contact the UMassPD at 413-545-2121. 
 
News    12/12/15   10pm       : 30 
 
Springfield Police are continuing their investigation into the city's 18th homicide of the year.  It 
started off as a shooting Thursday evening when police found 47 year old Larry Finney of 
Springfield lying the driveway of 122 Benton Street with a gunshot wound to the leg.  Finney 
was rushed to the hospital, but his condition got worse and he passed away.  Right now 
police are saying that a neighbor heard one gunshot and then saw two people in dark 
clothing running from the area.  The police also say the victim was targeted and that it wasn't 
a random crime. 
 
News    12/14/15   6pm       : 30 
 
Springfield Police arrested a man who they say had turned his apartment into a marijuana 
growing operation.  According to the Springfield Police Facebook page, people called 
complaining about a lot of people coming and going to 88 Whittier Street.   
After obtaining a search warrant, detectives arrested 33-year-old Justin Festa after finding 37 
marijuana plants, packaged marijuana, 9 bags of heroin and more than $4,000 dollars in cash 
in his apartment.  Festa was charged with cultivation of marijuana, possession of heroin, and 
possession of marijuana with intent to distribute. 
 
News    12/15/15   5am       : 30 
 
State police arrested two men on drug charges after a routine traffic stop in Holyoke.  Around 



6:30 Saturday evening, troopers from the Northampton Barracks stopped a car on I-91 north 
bound for a motor vehicle violation.  After discovering the driver had a suspended license, 
police searched the car and found 20 bundles of heroin and a bag of crack cocaine.  The 
driver, 38-year-old Douglas Bailey of Washington, Vermont was arrested along with his 
passenger, 33-year-old Raymond Norton of Weymouth. 
 
News    12/17/15   10pm       : 30 
 
Our cameras were rolling this afternoon in the parking lot of the 5th Alarm Lounge on 
Worthington Street.  22News confirmed that Special agents from Homeland Security, along 
with state and local police, were executing warrants relating to human trafficking.  
Due to the nature of the investigation, federal investigators could not release any further 
information.  The attorney for the 5th Alarm, Dan Kelly told 22News the women who were 
taken into custody were not employees.  Kelly said they had asked for a job application, were 
denied, left and that's when they were arrested.   
 
News    12/17/15   6pm       : 30 
 
A 20 year-old man who lives with Agawam Mayor Richard Cohen was arraigned in Enfield 
Connecticut today.  He's charged with reckless driving and impersonating a police officer.  
22News was in court today when 20-year old Antonio Stephens was arraigned.  Stephens is 
accused of flashing red and blue lights at an off-duty state trooper on I-91 in Enfield earlier 
this month.  He also allegedly told state police that he was a Massachusetts Sherriff's officer.  
The judge today found probable cause in the case and another hearing was scheduled for 
January 14th. 
 
News    12/18/15   11pm       : 30 
 
The mother of Bella Bond and her boyfriend have been indicted by a grand jury.  
Boyfriend Michael McCarthy was charged with first-degree murder, while Bond was charged 
with being an accessory after the fact to her daughter's killing.  The girl was initially known as 
"Baby Doe" after her body washed up on Boston Harbor's "Deer Island" in June.  The couple 
will be arraigned on January 6th in Suffolk Superior Court. 
 
News    12/18/15   11pm       : 30 
 
We've discovered more information tonight about the people arrested for human trafficking in 
Springfield.  In a 22news exclusive, our camera caught federal agents making human 
trafficking arrests Thursday afternoon in a strip club parking lot.  The 22News I-Team 
discovered Tiana Lewis and Milford "Bullygang" Lewis, who are married, were arrested for 
running a prostitution ring masked as a company called "Sinful Innocence."  The criminal 
complaint states the Springfield couple recruited women on Craigslist and other internet sites 
to join their company.  The women then allegedly engaged in prostitution at several West 
Springfield motels under the couple's supervision.  Milford and Tiana are being held pending 
a detention hearing in federal court.   
 



News    12/19/15   9am       : 30 
 
Springfield police arrested a woman from New York on Friday after an extensive investigation 
into a drug delivery heading into Springfield.  Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney told 
22news, detectives received information that a drug delivery was going to arrive in Springfield 
on Friday, December 18th.  Police knew that the suspected drug dealer was a woman, 19-
year-old Clara Perez of Bronx, New York.  Sgt. Delaney said police pulled over Perez and 
arrested her around 1:00 Friday afternoon when she drove into the city.  Detectives searched 
the van and found 6,800 bags of Heroin.  Perez was arrested for Trafficking Heroin.  She will 
be arraigned in Springfield District Court Monday morning. 
 
News    12/21/15   11pm       : 30 
 
A third suspect has been charged in connection with last month's theft of 16 guns from 
the army reserve center in Worcester.  Authorities say Boston Resident Tyrone James helped 
sell some of the guns stolen from the Lincoln Stoddard Army reserve center in November.  
He was arraigned today in federal court.  Former Army reservist James Morales is accused of 
stealing the rifles and pistols.  Morales is being held without bail.  10 of 16 stolen guns have 
been recovered. 
 
News    12/22/15   11pm       : 30 
 
Chicopee Police seized more than 1,600 bags of heroin and $20,000 dollars in cash during a 
drug bust.  Chicopee Police Officer Mike Wilk told 22News police found the drugs and cash   
during a search of a home on Elmer Drive December 17th.  26-year old Michael Cruz has 
been charged with trafficking heroin and possession of a class B substance.  Officer Wilk 
estimated the street value of the drugs to be $8,000 dollars. 
 
News    12/23/15   6pm       : 30 
 

A man and woman from Vermont were arrested on heroin charges after being pulled over for 
a defective license plate.  State Police said they pulled the car over on I-91 in Bernardston 
around 5 o'clock Monday night.  After determining the driver didn't have a license, Troopers 
searched the car and reportedly found 15 bundles of heroin.  Both the driver and his 
passenger were arrested and charged with heroin trafficking and possession with intent to 
distribute. 
 
News    12/23/15   12pm       : 30 
 
An 87-year-old man has been charged with pointing a handgun at another man's head during 
a dispute about a woman in a bar.  The Recorder reports that John Kolosewicz, also known 
as "Pickles" of Hatfield, was released to the custody of his daughter after pleading not guilty 
in Greenfield District Court to charges of assault and battery with a dangerous weapon and 
disorderly conduct.  Police responded to the Hotel Warren in Deerfield early Monday morning 
after getting a call from a patron who said a man had just held a gun to his face.  The suspect 
told police the licensed gun was not loaded and he was defending the honor of a friend.  
Police seized an unloaded .22-caliber pistol and two full magazines as evidence. 



 
News    12/24/15   10pm       : 30 
 
A woman from Boston is free while she awaits trial for the theft of guns from a Worcester 
Army Reserve Center.  A federal judge on allowed 26-year-old Ashley Bigsbee to be release 
with the conditions of GPS monitoring, a curfew and staying drug free.  Bigsbee's been in 
custody since her November 20th arrest on a charge of unlawful possession of a 
firearm.  Authorities said they found pictures on Bigsbee's cellphone showing some of the 16 
stolen guns, and that she helped broker the sale of the guns. 
 
News    12/29/15   11pm       : 30 
 
And Easthampton Police arrested a 36 year old Holyoke man after deploying "Stop Sticks" on 
Mountain Road this afternoon.  Police were conducting a low speed pursuit of a shoplifting 
suspect, but they called it off because of road conditions.  Easthampton Police Captain 
Roberto Alberti told 22News they closed mountain road and arrested Erick Matos and 
charged him with failing to stop for police, shoplifting and several traffic violations.  Captain 
Alberti said Matos is a suspect in other larcenies.   
 
News    12/29/15   11pm       : 30 
 
Sunderland Police are trying to track down the vandals who slashed the tires on twenty cars 
parked at two different Apartment complexes in town.  Sunderland Police Chief Jeffrey Gilbert 
told 22News the cars were parked at Lantern Court and Squire Village Apartments on route 
116.  Chief Gilbert said dozens of residents went out this morning to clear snow or warm up 
their cars, only to find that all four tires had been slashed, costing thousands of dollars in 
damage.  Cars were being towed away all day.  So far, no arrests, and police have not 
named any suspects. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

The following is WWLP programming addressing Education 
during the 4th quarter of 2015.  These issues were addressed 
through our locally produced news programming. 
___________________________________________________________ 
   
News    10/02/15   12pm          : 30 
 

Holyoke Public Schools found out this week what the state has planned for them for the next 
three years.  The State Elementary and Secondary education commissioner announced the 
new turnaround plan for the Holyoke Public Schools on Thursday, now the teachers are 
getting their first look at it and it shows improving instruction was a major focus.  Including 
more teacher involvement in changes to how the school system functions and what's being 
done at the classroom level.  The plan also puts a strong emphasis on accountability. Peter 
Rego, a 7th and 8th grade math teacher at Kelly Elementary School in Holyoke told 22News 
change was needed and he's hopeful teacher's input and ideas will now be heard. 
 
News    10/08/15   6pm          : 30 
 
There are tens of thousands of students waiting to get into a charter school.  Governor 
Baker's filing legislation to lift the existing cap on the schools.  Many parents want more 
educational options for their kids, but right now they're faced with lengthy charter school 
waitlists.  Charter schools have become an alternative for parents who want a smaller class 
size and a different approach to learning for their kids.  These independent public schools are 
limited, and they've become so popular that right now, there are 37,000 thousand students on 
a waitlist to get into one.  State law allows for 120 charter schools.  Many communities are 
close to reaching their enrollment caps if they haven't already.  Governor Charlie Baker 
announced Thursday he'll be filing legislation to lift the cap on charter schools.  These 
schools are funded through taxpayer dollars. Critics argue that expanding charter schools 
would strip resources from local school districts.  Governor Baker's bill would focus on 
underperforming school districts, as well as students from low-income families.  State 
lawmakers said they prefer a legislative approach to lifting the cap, as opposed to a ballot 
question which is currently in the works.  Baker's bill could be up for a public hearing as early 
as Tuesday. 
 
News    10/27/15   11pm          : 30 
 
The state's moving closer to adding more charter schools.  It takes more than 67,000 
thousand certified signatures to place a question on the ballot.  Charter school supporters say 
they already have tens of thousands more than they need.  Charter school supporters are 
one step closer to expanding the cap on charter schools in Massachusetts.  They say they've 
collected more than 100,000 signatures, 3 weeks before the deadline for certification.  If 
certified that would be far more than the signatures needed to continue the process of putting 
the question on the 2016 state ballot.  Springfield prep charter schools serves just 



kindergarten and first graders. This is their first year being open and already they have a 
waiting list of more than 50 students.  Governor Charlie Baker has proposed a bill to allow the 
state to add up to a dozen new or expanded charters each year outside of the existing cap on 
schools. Those news schools would focus on high-need and low-income students.  During 
the last legislative session, the state senate rejected a limited charter school expansion that 
was approved by the house.  Senators plan to debate the issue privately tomorrow.  
 
News    10/28/15   11pm          : 30 
 
And the nation’s report card came out today bringing some welcome news for 
Massachusetts.  Our fourth and eighth graders scored among the top states in reading and 
math on the assessment.  Students scored well above the national average.  But overall, only 
40% of the country's fourth graders are at or above proficiency in math this year.  And in 
reading only 36%.  Administrators say the bar has been set higher and the nation as a whole 
is working to meet the new standards. 
 
News    10/28/15   11pm          : 30 
 
Overall college enrollment is down in Massachusetts.  A new report shows an almost 2% 
decline in undergraduate enrollment across the Commonwealth since last fall.  But some 
schools here in western Mass have actually seen the opposite.  The Fall 2015 Early 
enrollment report was presented to the Massachusetts Board of Higher Education this week.  
It's based on enrollment estimates from 28 different colleges across the state.  AIC has 
actually been bucking the trend.  According to the Massachusetts Board of Higher Education 
College enrollment is down in Massachusetts, but according to AIC, they just received their 
second largest freshmen class enrollment in history.  Graduate enrollment was up 20% this 
year, including a 92% increase in psychology programs.  Nine state universities reported a 
loss of more than 300 students since 2014.  The Commissioner of Higher Education says 
Massachusetts is already experiencing a shortage of qualified college graduates.  But the 
students who are in school are motivated.  Massachusetts Maritime Academy reported the 
single largest increase for fall enrollment with a little over 12%.  UMASS has seen an 
increase in enrollment.  The Amherst Campus saw a 46% jump in International student 
enrollment.  The report also shows community colleges lost more than 4,100 students.   
The board has set three goals: Raise college completion rates; focus on improving learning 
for all students, especially low income and minority students, and attracting students not 
currently enrolled in college.  
 
News    11/09/15   5pm          : 30 
 

Amherst-Pelham Regional middle and high school students may soon attend school under 
the same roof.  The middle school students would be moved over to the high school.  Majority 
of parents are against this proposal.  The older kids need to be by themselves and the 
younger kids by themselves.  Parents are voicing concern about a new proposal for Amherst-
Pelham Regional Schools.  Administrators want to combine the middle school and high 
schools putting grades 7 through 12 under the same roof.  The school system is dealing with 
a financial hardship because of a declining enrollment, and they say by combining the two 
schools together, they'd be able to save money. But many parents argue high school and 



middle school students shouldn't be under the same roof because the two age groups are too 
far apart.  According to the school's proposed consolidation plan, they'd be able to save more 
than $800,000 dollars.  That money would be used to close the district's budget gap.  But a 
school committee member told 22News the district might be taking the wrong approach to 
cutting costs.  We're still waiting for the superintendent to return our phone calls. 
 
News    11/12/15   11pm          : 30 
 
A new report shows the charter school cap is negatively impacting minority students.  The 
study was done by Great Schools Massachusetts.  It's a group of parents, educators and 
community leaders who have been fighting to lift the charter school cap. Their research found 
that students who live in low income neighborhoods are denied the right to attend a better 
school, because of that cap. 
 
News    11/17/15   11pm          : 30 
 
Massachusetts students will see a new form of testing as soon as 2019.  That test will 
combine elements of the MCAS with the national PARCC exam to make up the "MCAS 2.0."  
The Massachusetts Board of Elementary and Secondary Education voted today to put this 
new test in place.  The goal is to have the test administered by computer by 2019, some 
board members argued that the underserved may be at a disadvantage. 
 
News    12/01/15   11pm          : 30 
 
There's been a push to bring more charter schools to western Massachusetts and we now 
know there might be one coming to Springfield. Parents and community leaders learned 
about the school tonight at the Springfield Public Library.  The school would be called, 
"Libertas Academy Charter School" and many hope to see it open in 2017.  A formal 
application was just presented tonight.  The school would serve students in grades 6-12 
throughout the pioneer valley. 
 
News    12/03/15   4:30am          : 30 
 
More than half the students at Roger L. Putnam Vocational Technical Academy in Springfield 
plan to attend college.  100 seniors weighed their options with college counselors on 
Wednesday.  Although they're being trained in skills ranging from nursing to the culinary arts, 
students told 22News, there's no such thing as too much education. 
 
News    12/06/15   11pm          : 30 
 
Several states are now offering thousands of high school graduates the opportunity of a 
lifetime, the chance to attend community college at little to no cost.  More lower-income 
students are having the opportunity to attend college, and in many cases move onto a four 
year university.  So far, Tennessee, Chicago, and Oregon have decided to cover the cost of 
those two years for the students.  The idea is reduce student debt and boost employment by 



eliminating the cost of tuition.  Opponents say certain proposals could cost taxpayers billions 
of dollars.  But some people told 22News, they'd be willing to pay the extra money. 
 
News    12/14/15   11pm          : 30 
 
After 91 years of Catholic education, St. Mary's School in Ware will close at the end of this 
school year.  The problem is that St. Mary's just can't generate enough money to cover the 
costs of running the school.  On top of that, the parish and the diocese can no longer afford to 
support it.  In a recent survey, only 24 families committed to returning their children for the 
2016-2017 school year.  That's just 32 students.  According to the Parish, St. Mary's School 
would need 175-to- 200 students to be financially healthy and independent.  Springfield 
Bishop Mitchell Rozanski reluctantly approved the decision.   The last class will be June 
2016.   
 
 
 



The following is WWLP programming addressing Environment 
during the 4th quarter of 2015.  These issues were addressed 
through our locally produced news programming. 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
News    10/05/15   5pm           : 30 
 
Western Massachusetts is still waiting for peak Fall Foliage with the best places to get a 
glimpse of changing colors the further North and west you go, the better the color.  New 
England is known for its breath taking scenic views of fall foliage.  The season may have 
been a tad delayed, but the colors are beginning to change western Massachusetts.  Due to 
the lack of rainfall here in western Massachusetts the changing of the colors on the trees 
have been a bit delayed, now were beginning to see a little but more color.  People who have 
left Massachusetts and have come back, saying the colors are just not the same anywhere 
else.  With the peak of the season, looking to be late October early November, you can head 
to Peaked Mountain in Monson, Monument Mountain in Great Barrington, and Sheffield in 
southern Berkshire County.    
 
News    10/09/15   5:30pm           : 30 
 
Franklin County's close, but not yet at peak foliage this Columbus Day Weekend.  But it still 
attracts thousands from all across the world each fall who come to take in the beautiful colors 
that are unique to autumn in New England.  Businesses here enjoy a boost in traffic around 
the holiday Weekend.  And even if the colors aren’t at their peak, this is definitely when 
tourism peaks in Franklin County.   
 
News    10/10/15   6pm            : 30 
 
Hurricane Joaquin's path continues to show it moving out to sea.  That's brings a sense of 
relief to many across western Massachusetts.  Western Massachusetts residents are relieved 
after learning the updated information that came out on Hurricane Joaquin, but most were 
prepared for whatever was to come their way.  The first weekend of October started off wet, 
but it was light rain we could handle.  Hurricane Joaqiun finally moved away from the 
Bahamas, after leaving behind flooding rains and damage.  Now Joaquin is on a new 
track.  Hurricane Joaquin made it to a category 4 hurricane, category 3 hurricane by early 
Saturday morning and as it makes its way through the Atlantic Ocean, it'll be a category 1 
hurricane by Tuesday early morning, steering clear from western Massachusetts.  New 
computer models have been coming out and now showing all the same path through the 
Atlantic Ocean, all trending out to sea.  The forecast finally changed for the better.  But 
western Massachusetts stays strong, and is ready for whatever comes their 
way.  Preparation is key.   
 
News    10/14/15   5pm            : 30 
 
A major cool down is on the way.  Just as it's beginning to feel like fall, temperatures are 



about to take another plunge.  With cooler temperatures on the way it's important to know 
how to get your home prepared but it's also important to know you can save money while 
doing it.  To start, if your window ac unit is still installed, take it out and make sure the seal on 
your window is as tight as possible.  During cooler days, Insulation is a big factor in holding in 
as much heat as possible.  Simply insulating your attic can make a huge difference in your 
heating costs.  Something else that we recommend is programming your thermostat just an 8 
degree difference when you’re sleeping or not home, can make a huge difference for your 
comfortability, but also in your finances.  If you are one to keep the blinds closed, open them 
open on sunny days. This will let natural sunlight in and help to warm up your home.  But 
after talking with some people today, they say they don't mind the change in weather.  Let's 
check in with 22News Storm Team Meteorologist Brian Lapis right now and see what he is 
tracking. 
 
News    10/18/15   6pm       : 30 
 
The first winter-like temperatures moved in to the pioneer valley overnight affecting the area 
with a hard freeze.  Cold temperatures did not stop some people from enjoying fall festivals.  
In fact, 22News asked people if they minded these cold temperatures for mid-October.  Most 
people though are used to the cold air of New England.  Between some people here in 
western Massachusetts seeing their first flakes, to well below average temperatures for this 
time of the year, only meant one thing for farmers.  The coldest air of the season hit western 
Massachusetts during a mid-October weekend, which means growing season has now come 
to an end.  22News went to E. Cecchi Farms, in Feeding Hills, to see what produce people 
can still expect, and which produce they cannot.  The hard squashes are still good, butter nut 
acorns, stuff like that, cabbages, kale, carrots, most of the tender stuff peppers, tomatoes, the 
beans those are pretty much done now.  Looks for now average temperatures are in the 
nearby future. 
 
News    11/06/15   5pm       : 30 
 
We've enjoyed a stretch of unusually warm weather during the first week of November. 
22News Storm Team Meteorologist Adam Strzempko is working for you with what people 
think of this milder than normal weather.  Despite some clouds around today temperatures 
once again made it up into the lower 70’s.  November is typically the month we start to 
transition from fall to winter weather. With the leaves coming off the trees and cooler weather 
moving but so far this November has felt more like September with highs in the 60’s and 70’s.  
Our average high temperature for this time of year should only be in the lower 50’s.  The jet 
stream has been well to our north allowing warmer air from the south to work into New 
England. There have been some benefits to the warm weather.  The warm weather however 
could keep some plants from going dormant like they're supposed to this time of year.  It's 
also not that unusual for us to get snow this time of year.  Last year on November 15th the 
Berkshires picked up a light accumulation and in 1986 and 1987 we had snow on for 
Veterans Day.  We actually had record breaking warm temperatures today.   
 
News    11/11/15   5:30pm      : 30 
 



Even though it's still autumn, we definitely have the "look" of winter outside.  After some 
windy days and finally some rain, what was left of the leaves on the trees are now on the 
ground.  Western Massachusetts is officially well past peak in fall foliage.  Trees are just 
about bare, and leaves blanket the ground.  For those of us who want a greener looking lawn 
after winter, raking leaves is chore that just needs to be done.  Getting rid of the leaves, will 
also reduce chances of mold on your lawn and make life easier for those who have 
allergies.  Picking up your leaves before winter comes will save your lawn come spring and 
also save you less of a headache.  Just about all of the leaves are on the ground in Western 
Massachusetts, which is bringing more people outside to take care of their yards.  Many area 
towns have Leaf pick-up programs.  So if you have bags of leaves that need to be taken 
away, make sure you know the pick-up schedule, so you'll have your leaves bagged and 
ready.  After today's rain, leaves can make the roads slick.  Something to consider as you 
drive on leaf-covered roads.   
 
News    11/14/15   6pm       : 30 
 
It's that time of year.  More leaves are beginning to fall, and under dry and breezy conditions, 
piles of leaves can become a fire hazard.  Raking the leaves is usually not an activity some 
people look forward to doing over the weekend.  But 22News found many people outside 
doing just this and taking advantage of the dry weather to get this chore out of the way.  We 
are now past peak season when it comes to fall foliage here in western Massachusetts and 
more and more leaves are ending up on the ground.  And Most of those leaves are dry and 
dead, leaving the trees bare.  Once that last leaf drops, most will find more and more people 
out raking their yard.  But after having no significant rainfall in a week has made conditions, 
and our lawns, extra dry. The strong wind didn't help those who wanted to get yardwork done, 
blowing the leaves around.  It would only take seconds with a pile of leaves on the ground, 
the combination of dry and breezy conditions and just one small ignition, to make a 
fire.  Obviously it's an increase fuel load on the ground and with leafs and any other brush fire 
it has potential with a small ignition source to spread to a larger exposure like houses and 
things like that not only will not picking up your leaves be a problem come spring for your 
lawn, but especially under dry and breezy conditions, it can be a fire hazard. 
 
News    11/20/15   5pm       : 30 
 
After some rain last night the sun returned today and temperatures warmed up.  This past 
October was the warmest ever on record across the globe.  Thanksgiving is less than a week 
away and people were out enjoying the sunshine and mild temperatures at Forest Park in 
Springfield.  According to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration the combined 
average temperature for land and sea for October 2015 was the warmest on record across 
the world.  The data shows the temperature for October is increasing at an average rate of 
.11 degrees Fahrenheit per decade.  For the sixth month in a row this year the monthly global 
temperature record was broken.  The October average temperatures was 2.39 degrees 
above the 20th century average which surpasses the previous record set in October 2011.  
And it's been a pretty mild November.  Temperatures were in the mid 50’s today.   
 
News    11/22/15   6pm       : 30 



 
Just to set the record straight, snow is not out of the question in November here in western 
Massachusetts.  New England is known for its changing weather.  Most people who have 
been living in New England know this by now.  Just earlier this month, temperatures reached 
into the lower 70's, breaking records.  And for the most part temperatures have been above 
average, which for this time of the year is in the lower 50’s.  Our warmer November seems to 
be saving people money.  As for looking like November, it is normal to see some snow on the 
ground this month.  That of course has not happened.  But we have seen some snowflakes 
late just last month.  We haven't seen any accumulating snow so far here in western 
Massachusetts but it is normal for us to see about two and a half inches by the end of this 
month.  As we get into the heart of winter, which officially begins December 21st of this year, 
our average snowfall increases.  Looking into this week's forecast, temperatures look above 
average.  
 
News    12/01/15   5pm       : 30 
 

We're in the month where winter begins.  Today is first day of December, and some us saw 
some freezing rain today.  But don't judge the rest of the month by the first day. Just look at 
November, we saw no accumulating snowfall even though we did see some flurries in 
October.  November was a dry month.  We were below average for rainfall.  
We barely saw 2 inches of rain where the average is around 4 inches.  It was also warm in 
November.  We broke two record high temperatures last month, one in the lower 70's and the 
other in the 60's.   
 
News    12/02/15   5pm       : 30 
 
Even though we're getting some rain now, it has been a pretty warm and dry fall.  According 
to the Climate System Research Center at UMass it was a record warm autumn across the 
Northeast.  We've enjoyed plenty of sunshine and warmer than normal temperatures this fall 
and now the numbers are in.  Daily high temperatures averaged over this past fall set new 
records across the Northeast.  The average of the daily maximum temperatures averaged 
over meteorological autumn, September October, November were record warm across 
several locations.  These record high daily maximums are consistent with the relative lack of 
precipitation we've seen over southern New England.  New records were set at several 
locations from Maine to Pennsylvania.  Some of the locations have historical data that goes 
back more than 100 years.  And according to NOAA milder than normal temperatures are 
expected this month.  
 
News    12/12/15   6pm       : 30 
 
The month of December has been filled with beautiful weather.  The talk of December so far 
has been the mild air we've been feeling, making it hard for some of us to get into the holiday 
spirit.  Take a look at our 22News Storm Team Temperature Track and you'll notice nothing 
but 50's.  Today we had a forecasted high temperature of 57 degrees, Sunday 56 degrees, 
and Monday 54 degrees.  To put this in perspective, our average high temperature for this 
time of the year is 37 degrees.  We even have a chance of breaking a record Sunday but our 
chances are slim, here's why.  First our record is 59 degrees set back in 1946 but with mostly 



cloudy skies it will be hard to get the amount of sunshine we need to help warm us up to the 
upper 50's.  But we will still be in the 50's which is above average for this time of the year.  
We also have a chance of breaking a record on Monday.  Record high temperature is 56 
degrees set back in 2006.  But we're tracking mostly cloudy skies again and rain which will 
limit our chances of seeing the mid 50's.  It will be close though with forecasted high 
temperatures in the lower 50's.  The 22News Storm Team will continue to track our chances 
of breaking any records in December.  
 
News    12/28/15   11pm     : 30 
 
Now is the time to start layering up - not just to keep yourself warm, but protect yourself from 
hypothermia.  Hypothermia is when your body's core temperature drops to an unsafe 
level.  In addition to feeling extremely cold, People with Hypothermia will start feeling 
confused and make poor decisions.  The key to keeping warm and dry by wearing layers of 
clothing that will wick away your sweat.   
 
News    12/28/15   5pm     : 30 
 
With several different types of precipitation due to fall over western Massachusetts, 22news 
storm team meteorologist Nick Bannin explains how each one forms.  A Wintry mix is on the 
way.  Well how does a wintry mix form?  Let's start with snow.  We get snow when the 
temperature of the clouds down to the ground are all below freezing. The snow forms in the 
clouds, falls through the cold air and reaches the ground as snow.  Sleet is something 
different.  Rain forms, or snow forms and then melts to rain through a thin warm layer. Those 
raindrops then fall through a thick layer of cold air, causing the raindrops to refreeze into little 
pellets of ice known as sleet before reaching the ground. Sleet is sometimes confused for 
snow or hail and can accumulate on the ground.  Freezing rain forms when the layer of cold 
air near the ground is not too thick. This means that raindrops fall into the shallow layer of 
cold air and don't have time to freeze before reaching the ground. The cold raindrops instead 
freeze on contact with the sub-freezing surface, creating ice.  Rain forms when the 
temperatures from cloud to ground are above freezing, or the layer of warm air above the 
ground is very thick, melting any snow before it reaches the ground.   
 
 



 

The following is WWLP programming addressing Government 
during the 4th quarter of 2015.  These issues were addressed 
through our locally produced news programming. 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
News    10/15/15   11pm          : 30 
 
A debate in Holyoke tonight between the two candidates vying for Mayor.  Current Mayor 
Alex Morse faced off against Francis O'Connell inside the Holyoke High School 
auditorium.  They both addressed some of the key issues facing Holyoke, such as education, 
taxes and economic growth.  Both Morse and O’Connell also debated right here at 22News 
on our In Focus program.  To learn more about the candidates you can watch our debate in 
full on WWLP.com.   
 
News    10/19/15   6pm          : 30 
 
Election Day in Massachusetts two weeks from tomorrow.  And 22News is working for you 
with what you need to know before you vote.  22News is hosting a series of debates leading 
up to November 3rd.  Today, the candidates for the mayor of Greenfield debated in our 
22News studios.  Incumbent Mayor William Martin is challenged by Patty Morey Walker.  If 
you missed today's debate, you can watch it in full on our website, wwlp.com. 
 
News    10/23/15   6pm          : 30 
 

We're a little more than a week away from Election Day here in Western Massachusetts.  
Today, our 22News debate series continued with one of the candidates running for mayor of 
Pittsfield.  Incumbent Mayor Dan Bianchi is challenged by Linda Tyer, who has declined our 
invitation to debate.  22News anchor Rich Tettemer questioned Mayor Bianchi on several 
topics including the recent incident where a gun was found in a middle school student's 
locker. 
 
News    10/27/15   11pm          : 30 
 
The state's moving closer to adding more charter schools.  It takes more than 67 thousand 
certified signatures to place a question on the ballot.  Charter school supporters say they 
already have tens of thousands more than they need.  Charter school supporters are one 
step closer to expanding the cap on charter schools in Massachusetts.  They say they've 
collected more than 100,000 signatures, 3 weeks before the deadline for certification.  If 
certified that would be far more than the signatures needed to continue the process of putting 
the question on the 2016 state ballot.  Springfield prep charter schools serves just 
kindergarten and first graders. This is their first year being open and already they have a 
waiting list of more than 50 students.  Governor Charlie baker has proposed a bill to allow the 
state to add up to a dozen new or expanded charters each year outside of the existing cap on 
schools. Those news schools would focus on high-need and low-income students.  During 
the last legislative session, the state senate rejected a limited charter school expansion that 



was approved by the house.  Senators plan to debate the issue privately tomorrow.  
 
News    11/02/15   5:30pm          : 30 
 

House lawmakers plan to vote on veterans' legislation this week, just in time for Veterans 
Day.  Veterans Day is next Wednesday, November eleventh.  To honor those who fought in 
World War I and II.  House lawmakers this week plan to take up two bills that will support our 
vets.  First - the "Stolen Valor Act" was filed by Westfield Democrat John Velis.  The bill would 
make it a crime to impersonate active duty service members or veterans for money for 
military benefits.  If the bill reaches the Governor's desk for his signature anyone convicted of 
the crime would be punished with up to a year in prison or a $1,000 dollar fine.  House 
Speaker Robert DeLeo told reporters Monday lawmakers could also consider a bill 
strengthening penalties for those who destroy the headstones of veterans.  These bills could 
be up for a debate and vote in the House as early as Wednesday.  
 
News    11/02/15   11pm          : 30 
 
Greenfield along with other communities across the western Massachusetts will head to the 
polls Tuesday to vote.  On Election Day Voters will decide on three environmental questions, 
one that could ban plastic bags.  Greenfield voters will make decisions on 4 non-binding 
referendum questions on the ballot Tuesday.  Three of those questions are environmental 
concerns, which could make Greenfield greener.  Voters are being asked if the town should 
create an ordinance banning the sale of plastic water bottles smaller than one liter.  The 
second question proposes to ban single use plastic bags.  Another question could ban the 
usage of non-biodegradable takeout food and beverage containers.  Tuesday voters will 
decide to ban non-biodegradable items like this which what your take food goes into as well 
as plastic bags, which could be banned in Greenfield.  The last question asks voters if the 
town should create their own municipal telecommunications system including a cost savings 
Internet phone service.  According to state senator Jamie Eldridge, the U.S. uses 100 billion 
plastic bags every year.   
 
News    11/03/15   6pm          : 30 
 
The elections don't seem to be generating a lot of passion in Northampton and Easthampton, 
but 22News reporter Matt Caron joins us live from our Hampshire County Bureau to explain 
why low voter turnouts expected.  It's because there's really no big name race in either city 
that would get people to the polls.  Only 15% of registered voters cast ballots so far in 
Northampton.  In Easthampton, it's only 10%.  There are contested city council and school 
committee races, but Northampton Mayor David Narkewicz is in the middle of a four year 
term and Easthampton Mayor Karen Cadieux is running with no challenger.  Mayor Cadieux 
is only the second ever mayor of Easthampton.  This would be her second two-year term. 
 
News    11/03/15   5:30pm          : 30 
 
Voters are heading to the polls in two large Hampshire County cities today.  Here in 
Hampshire County, there's no real marquee race.  As of 4pm, Northampton was at 15% voter 
turnout, Easthampton was at 10%.  Northampton Mayor David Narkewicz would normally be 



up for reelection after a two year term, but in 2012 voters approved a city charter change that 
extended the mayor's term to four years.  In the neighboring city of Easthampton, there is a 
mayoral race, but there's no competition.  Incumbent Mayor Karen Cadieux, the city's second 
mayor, is seeking her second term in office. 
 



 
 

The following is WWLP programming addressing Health-
Smoking during the 4th quarter of 2015.  These issues were 
addressed through our locally produced news programming. 
 
 
News    10/01/15   5:30pm   : 30 
 

There's a nationwide push to raise the age to buy tobacco.  Massachusetts senators 
Elizabeth Warren and Edward Markey are sponsoring a bill to raise the legal tobacco buying 
age to 21, nationwide.  It's called the "Tobacco to 21 Act" and 11 US senators are sponsoring 
the bill.  The town of Greenfield raised the legal tobacco buying age back in July with the 
hopes of cutting teen smoking.  In the past 50 years, 21 million people died in the United 
States from tobacco-related illnesses, making it the leading cause of death in the country.  A 
recent report by the Institute of Medicine found that raising the legal age of sale of tobacco 
products to 21 nationwide would reduce the number of NEW tobacco users.  And raising the 
minimum age to buy tobacco is trending across the country.  Hawaii was the first state to 
raise the age minimum and more than 70 towns in Massachusetts have done it as well. 
 
News    10/02/15   6pm    : 30 
 
Today was the official grand opening ceremony for western Massachusetts' first medical 
marijuana dispensary.  Patients were able to walk in and legally buy marijuana, something 
they say they've been waiting for, for a long time.  Nearly 200 patients this week have gotten 
medical marijuana, legally for the first time at the England Treatment Access Dispensary on 
Conz Street.  They sell plant marijuana of different varieties, but also alternative products that 
range from marijuana chocolate to lozenges, creams, and infused water.  New England 
Treatment Access told 22News that medical marijuana is made and regulated in a much 
different and safer way than the drug you find on the black market.  What particular active 
elements of the cannabis plant are we using to treat a condition, number two, it is the setting 
in which the plant is grown and the protocols to make sure it is free of contamination and sent 
to a third party testing laboratory for potency and contaminants.  Medical marijuana can be 
used to treat PTSD, cancer, HIV, and chronic pain.  Some patients told 22News they find 
cannabis plant treatment safer and more effective than prescribed opiate based pain 
medication. 
 
News    10/08/15   11pm    : 30 
 
State health officials are urging everyone to take precautions to avoid mosquito bites after the 
state's eighth human case of West Nile Virus.  The Massachusetts Department of Public 
Health announced that a woman in her 80's likely contracted the virus in Middlesex County.  
She's in the hospital.  The West Nile risk level's been raised in Greater Boston.  The health 
department's advising people to use insect repellant, cover up, and to avoid being outdoors at 
dusk and later. 



News    10/16/15   11pm    : 30 
 
The Massachusetts Department of Public Health confirmed the ninth human case of West 
Nile virus in the state this year.  The patient is a woman from Suffolk County.  
The DPH said she's in her 30’s and likely contracted the virus there.  She is expected to be 
okay and is not being hospitalized at this time.  The state wants to remind you that this does 
not increase the risk of West Nile virus.  Currently Western Massachusetts is not listed as a 
high risk area.   
 
News    10/19/15   11pm    : 30 
 
The New Year will bring new rules for buying tobacco products in three Berkshire County 
towns.  The Tri-Town Boards of Health representing Lee, Lenox and Stockbridge voted 
unanimously tonight to raise the minimum age to 21.  Town officials have said raising the 
minimum age to buy tobacco from 18 to 21 will reduce the number of teens who become 
lifetime smokers.  Smokers we spoke with think teens will get their cigarettes regardless of 
age-restrictions.   
 
News    11/09/15   11pm    : 30 
 
The city of Springfield is accepting applications to open a medical marijuana dispensary.  The 
only medical marijuana dispensary that's open and operating in western Massachusetts, is in 
Northampton.  But there may be one coming to Springfield.  The city of Springfield is 
accepting applications for a medical marijuana facility in the city.  This comes after multiple 
companies have approached the city council, expressing interest in opening a 
dispensary.  The application process is known as Phase 1; it allows someone to outline a 
plan for their proposed dispensary.  The city will then review the applications and pre-qualify 
some for Phase 2.  Phase 2 looks at the finer details, such as security and location.  From 
there, the city will then give a letter of support to the proposals they favor.  A zoning bylaw 
outlines where the dispensary can be located, with regard to its proximity to a school or 
residents.  But some say locating a marijuana dispensary in any part of Springfield would be 
a poor choice.  The application deadline is December 2nd at 2p.m. The process opened 
November first.  No applications submitted so far.   
 
News    11/11/15   11pm    : 30 
 

Western Massachusetts doctors are urging you to get your flu shot.  November marks the 
start of flu season.  22News is working for you to measure the effectiveness of these 
vaccines.  The CDC themselves regarded it to be only 15% effective.  This year we expect 
much better.  Different strains of the flu virus spread every year.  The CDC does its best to 
create a targeted vaccine, predicting which strain will be most prevalent.  Regardless of 
effectiveness, the CDC always recommends you get the flu shot for the extra protection.  
Before you head to the doctors, there's some info you need to know.  There are two vaccine 
options.  The flu shot or the nasal mist application.  The nasal vaccine is more appealing, but 
many hospitals have already used up their inventory.  So if you're set on the nasal flu mist, 
call ahead to make sure it’s actually available.  And remember, the flu shot contains a dead 
version of the virus, the flu-mist, a live version.  So if you're pregnant or have an auto-immune 



disease, that sprayed vaccine could actually make you sick.  Baystate Noble will have a free 
flu vaccine Clinic November 18th.  We posted the information on WWLP.com. 
 
News    11/29/15   10pm    : 30 
 
Several Western Massachusetts communities, including Amherst and Greenfield, have taken 
action to prevent anyone under the age of 21 from buying cigarettes and other tobacco 
products.  Soon, those restrictions may become statewide with penalties for violators in the 
hundreds of dollars.  Boston's board of health considers increasing the age limit later this 
week, and the state legislature is said to be seriously considering adopting the age 
restrictions statewide.  22News found out today how the higher age limits will effect Western 
Massachusetts business that sell a lot of cigarettes.  Murphy's Pop shop in Springfield sells a 
lot of cigarettes, but to a different demographic. 
 
News    12/01/15   11pm    : 30 
 
The city of Springfield is extending its application deadline for a medical marijuana 
dispensary.  That's because they haven't actually received any applications yet.  The 
deadline was supposed to be today, but has been pushed back to December 16th.  A 
Springfield resident said they're disappointed, because many people are suffering and need 
more access to treatment.   
 
News    12/01/15   5:30pm   : 30 
 
It could be difficult, or even illegal next year for young adults to buy cigarettes in 
Massachusetts.  Cigarette smoking harms nearly every organ of the body, according to the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.  Some state lawmakers want to prevent young 
people from buying tobacco products like cigarettes.  The legislature's Committee on Public 
Health is considering a ban on the sale of cigarettes to Massachusetts residents under the 
age of twenty one.  Several Massachusetts cities and towns have already implemented 
similar policies including Holyoke and Greenfield.  Convenience stores and gas stations are 
against the proposal because they stand to lose business.  The Public Health committee 
could take action on the bill next year. 
  
News    12/07/15   6pm    : 30 
 
One company is trying to build a medical marijuana dispensary in Deerfield.  Well right now 
the Deerfield Board of Selectmen is talking with the local police department and Board of 
Health about the proposed medical marijuana dispensary.  New England Patient Network is 
the company trying to build the dispensary at 10 Greenfield Road. One person told 22News, 
she could see the benefit of having a local dispensary for people who need marijuana for 
medicinal use. 
 
News    12/08/15   10pm    : 30 
 



New information about e-cigs tonight and the liquids you put into them.  Researchers from the 
Harvard School of Public Health found more than 75% of liquid nicotine’s put into e-cigs, 
contain a chemical that has been linked to a disease known as "popcorn lung".  The chemical 
has been linked to severe respiratory disease.  One Chicopee woman said she's worried 
about the effects, especially on kids.   
 
News    12/13/15   6pm    : 30 
 
First it was Greenfield, next came Amherst, and now Boston appears ready to make It illegal 
for anyone under 21 to buy a pack of cigarettes.  The Boston health department will decide 
Thursday if Massachusetts largest city will follow the lead of western Massachusetts towns.  
The state legislature is actually considering making the age increase mandatory across 
Massachusetts.  22News has found that in Greenfield, smoke shops catering to a younger 
clientele have experienced a downtown in their cigarette sales. 
 
News    12/16/15   11pm    : 30 
 
9 Massachusetts companies have submitted proposals for a medical marijuana dispensary in 
Springfield.  The deadline was extended to today, after no one submitted proposals 2 weeks 
ago for the original due date.  These companies have applied for Phase 1, which outlines the 
business plan of the dispensary.  At this stage, companies do not have to say where they 
want their dispensary located. 



The following is WWLP programming addressing Jobs during 
the 4th quarter of 2015.  These issues were addressed through 
our locally produced news programming. 
 
News    10/02/15   5am             : 30 
 

The jobs report for September by the bureau of labor statistics is due out this morning.  
Analysts are expecting an upbeat report, with about 200,000 jobs added during the 
month.  That's an increase from a disappointing August in which 173,000 jobs were 
added.  The unemployment rate is expected to remain at 5.1% which is a seven-year low. 
 
News    10/15/15   5pm             : 30 
 
The state lost more than 7,000 jobs last month ending a streak of 12 consecutive months of 
job gains.  The state's unemployment rate in September was 4.6% a half percent less than 
the national rate.  Experts say job losses occurred last month in several areas of work 
including education and health services, construction, and manufacturing.  But 
Massachusetts has still gained nearly 47,000 jobs since the start of the year. 
 
News    11/06/15   5am             : 30 
 
Job watchers and economic analysts will be looking to the bureau of labor statistics for the 
October jobs report this morning.  It's expected the figure will show some 180,000 jobs were 
added last month.  That's more than the 142,000 added in September, and the 136,000 
added in August.  The unemployment rate should remain at 5.1%.  The figures released 
today could impact the Federal Reserve’s decision whether to raise a key interest rate in 
December.  
 
News    11/09/15   5:30pm             : 30 
 
A job fair was held today to help our veterans get back into the workforce.  Many veterans 
share the same struggle: They serve our country for years, only to come home and find 
themselves unemployed.  Just two days before Veterans Day, CareerPoint in Holyoke offered 
its annual job fair for veterans. Men and women of all ages attended, hoping to find a career 
that matched their skills sets.  And it was just as important for the employers.  
 
News    11/17/15   11pm             : 30 
 
Changes at Mary Lane Hospital in Ware may leave at least 2 dozen of people without a job.  
Baystate Health announced Tuesday that they are planning to move some of their services 
at Mary Lane Hospital in Ware to Palmer, and layoff 25 to 30 people.  The layoffs would 
affect both management and "front line" positions.  The health system is filing for approval, if 
they get approval.  If they get it, all inpatient services at Mary Lane Hospital will be moved to 
Baystate Wing Hospital in Palmer.  This building would then become an outpatient 
facility.  For Ware residents this would mean a roughly 20 minute drive for care instead of a 



short trip down the road.  Baystate has said they will work with employee's who get cut from 
Mary Lane to find open positions elsewhere in their Health system.  They also said, on 
average, Mary Lane only has about 10 patients admitted to the hospital at any given time.  
Baystate expects the process to start next month when they file applications to the state.  If 
approved, they would implement these changes by the spring. 

 


