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The following is WWLP programming addressing Crime during 
the 3rd quarter of 2016.  These issues were addressed through 
our locally produced news programming. 

 
News    7/01/16   6pm                1:00 
 
One person has been shot and brought to Baystate Medical Center. Springfield police Sgt. 
John Delaney told 22News, one man was shot in the shoulder. Police told 22News, the call 
came in at around 9:48 this evening. Springfield police Sgt. John Delaney told 22News, one 
man was shot in the shoulder in front of 55 Orchard Street in Springfield. The victim was 
taken to Baystate Medical Center.  He is in stable condition with non-life threatening injuries. 
This shooting is just blocks away from where a 15 year old girl was shot in April.  Major Crime 
is on scene collecting shell casing. No arrests yet. 
 
News    7/05/16   11pm                1:00 
 
Not one but two laundromat employees were robbed at gunpoint in Springfield. Police are 
trying to see if there might be a connection. Sgt. John Delaney confirmed the first robbery 
took place this morning at the Laundromax on Main Street. The suspects described as a 
Hispanic man, about 5’7”, wearing a grey sweatshirt and baseball hat. Sgt. Delaney said he 
made off with an unknown amount of cash. Then a few hours later, a suspect with a similar 
description robbed the Laundromax on Liberty Street. It's not known exactly what was stolen 
there. Police are working to see if these robberies are connected.  
 
News    7/07/16   11pm                1:00 
 
The Berkshire county man accused of plotting a terror attack in support of ISIS pled "not 
guilty" to terrorism charges today in federal court. Alexander Ciccolo's mother and step-father 
were in Federal court in Springfield when their son denied 2 terrorism charges. One year after 
allegedly plotting a terrorist attack on a college campus, Alexander Ciccolo plead "not guilty" 
to 2 federal terrorism-related charges: Attempting to provide material support to a foreign 
terrorist organization, and attempting to use weapons of mass destruction. The 23 year-old 
Berkshire county man was arrested last July after allegedly ordering several firearms from an 
FBI informant.  The day before his arrest at his Adams apartment, Ciccolo was seen at the 
North Adams Walmart buying a pressure cooker similar to the one used in the Boston 
Marathon bombings. During a court hearing last year, a video was shown in which Ciccolo 
told the FBI he supports the Islamic State. Because of the amount of evidence both the 
defense and prosecution have to sort through, the judge has designated Ciccolo's case as a 
"complex case". If found guilty on either terrorism-related charge, Ciccolo could go to prison 
for life. He's currently being held at the Wyatt Detention Facility in Rhode Island. The judge 
scheduled a status conference for November 29th at 2pm.   
 
News    7/08/16   11pm                1:00 
 



A jury found Dennis Rosa-Roman guilty of first degree murder. Rosa-Roman stabbed 20 
year-old Amanda Plasse to death five years ago. Prosecutors said DNA evidence linked 
Rosa-Roman to Plasse's killing. She was stabbed to death in her Chicopee apartment in 
2011. Rosa-Roman had told police someone else stabbed her, and that he was only trying to 
help. The jury reached a guilty verdict in just 24 hours. Plasse's mother told 22News this is 
the day she's been waiting for 4 years, 10 months, and 12 days. Rosa-Roman will be 
sentenced Tuesday morning at 9. In Massachusetts, The Mandatory sentence for first degree 
murder is life in prison without parole. 
 
News    7/13/16   6pm                1:30 
 
A teacher in Ludlow has been arraigned on charges related to a bomb threat at the high 
school. A Ludlow teacher, charged a second time for making a false bomb threat, this time, 
on December 2nd at the high school. Tina Fisher pleaded not guilty at her arraignment in 
Hampden Superior Court Wednesday morning. She was released on her own recognizance. 
The judge ordered that in just a matter of hours of her arraignment, by Noon on Wednesday, 
Fisher had to come here to the Ludlow Police Department to be fingerprinted and 
photographed. 22News was at the police department when Fisher got there, and we followed 
her inside. Ludlow Police could not speak specifically about this case. Fisher was accused of 
calling in a threat to East Street Elementary School in 2006, but that case was dropped when 
the district attorney excluded potential video evidence. 22News asked Ludlow Schools 
Superintendent Todd Gazda if Fisher had been out on paid leave. He couldn't say, but sent 
us a letter that was sent to parents and staff. It didn't name Fisher, but said a teacher at the 
high school was immediately placed on administrative leave last fall when the investigation 
started and that it was distressing, he alleged perpetrator was a member of the school 
community. 
 
News    7/14/16   11pm                1:00 
 
A Holyoke man will spend 15 to 20 years in Prison for Aggravated Rape of a Child. A jury 
found 37-Year-Old Antonio Marcial Guilty of repeatedly raping a child from the time that child 
was 5 until they were 9 years old. Hampden DA Anthony Gulluni said on one occasion, 
Marcial restrained the child with handcuffs and placed a sock in their mouth to stifle 
screams. A jury found Marcial guilty of multiple counts of Rape of a Child with Force, 
Indecent Assault and battery on a Child and Aggravated Child rape.   
 
News    7/14/16   4:30am                1:00 
 
A man who stabbed a police dog that chased him in Holyoke last year has been sentenced to 
three years in prison. It was in July 2015 when Holyoke police department dog, Jori, was 
chasing 26-year-old Joseph Albelo during a robbery investigation. Prosecutors say after Jori 
bit Albelo on the leg, the defendant swung a knife at the dog several times causing a stab 
wound. Albelo has also been sentenced to two years of probation after pleading guilty to 
charges including animal cruelty and mistreating or interfering with a police dog. Jori needed 
seven stitches and was out of work for five months. 
 



News    7/17/16   10pm                  1:30 
 
Law enforcement officers around the country are mourning the loss of their fallen comrades 
in Baton Rouge, after being ambushed. So far, for the month of July, 12 police officers have 
been killed on the job. And now police officers across Western Massachusetts are on 
heightened alert. Police officers around the country are under attack. Being targeted, for the 
color of their uniform. The latest ambush. Three Baton Rouge police officers killed. Three 
others injured. The suspected shooter, Gavin Long is dead. For the second time, in two 
weeks, officers have been gunned down. It's saddening and frustrating for police officers to 
hear about other officers that died in the line of duty. In Dallas, a sniper opened fire on police 
officers during a peaceful demonstration. 12 officers shot. 5 of them killed. The ambushes 
have officers worried. Traffic stops, now have a different approach. Wilbraham Police Captain 
Timothy Kane, told 22New, in the last two years, he's worn his mourning badge more than in 
his 27 year career.  Western Massachusetts law enforcement standing in solidarity with their 
fallen brothers. Chicopee Police officer Mike Wilk, told 22News, officers just removed their 
mourning badges, and now, they have to attach them again. The police officers told 22News, 
they never seen this much violence towards police officers, in their entire careers.   
 
News    7/19/16   6pm                  1:00 
 
Two state troopers from Massachusetts and New Hampshire have been charged in 
connection with a police chase beating caught on camera. Massachusetts State Police 
Trooper Joseph Flynn and New Hampshire State Police Trooper Andrew Monaco are 
charged with simple assault. Aerial footage showed police repeatedly punching a suspect 
after he led them on a high speed chase. The troopers will be arraigned in September. Both 
were suspended following the incident back in May. 
 
News    7/28/16   6pm                  1:00 
 
Chicopee police are searching for a suspect, after a Willimansett bank was robbed for the 
second time this month. Chicopee Police Officer Mike Wilk told 22News the TD Bank at 153 
Meadow Street was robbed around 1:00 Thursday afternoon. The suspect said that he had a 
weapon. No one was hurt, and the robber drove away in a red car. He is described as dark 
skinned man with a muscular build, about 5'11". 
 
News    7/29/16   10pm                  1:00   
 
Federal investigators were at a home in West Springfield Friday morning. Homeland Security 
and FBI agents along with West Springfield Police were at the home at 119 South Boulevard. 
Our 22News crew could see police setting up boxes marked "Evidence Homeland Security." 
West Springfield Police Capt. Paul Connor told 22News that officers are serving a search 
warrant, though he could not provide additional information. We know that a level 3 sex 
offender, Alexander Germaine lists this house as his home address. 22News spoke with 
Germain earlier Friday evening. He told 22News the investigation has nothing to do with 
him.   
 



News    7/29/16   5pm                  1:30   
 
There was a lot of violence in Springfield early Friday morning. Three shootings within two 
hours. The first shooting happened around midnight on Washburn Street. Springfield police 
Lt. Richard Labelle told 22News a man was shot in the shoulder. About half an hour later at 
12:30, police were called to a shooting off Dickinson Street near the X. Lt. Labelle said a 
pizza delivery driver was shot in the back on Johnson Street And then About an hour after 
that around 1:20 , another man was shot; this time at 36 Belmont Avenue. Lt. Labelle said a 
victim was shot at three times and hit once in the foot, following an argument on Belmont 
Avenue. Earlier this week a 16 year old boy was shot and also robbed of his cellphone in 
Indian Orchard. One resident told 22News he wants to see the violence end in his 
community. The victims in all three shootings are expected to be ok. Springfield police say 
the shootings are not related. No arrests have been made. 
 
News    8/2/16    6pm                  1:00 
 
Police have arrested one of the state's most wanted sex offenders. 32-year-old Caled 
Donatiu of Everett was arrested on a warrant for failing to register as a sex offender and 
failing to provide DNA. Donatiu has been classified as a High Risk Level 3 sex offender, after 
he was convicted of assaulting an 11-year-old in Salem in 2008. He was arraigned in court. 
 
News    8/3/16    6pm                  2:00 
 
Five alleged organized crime figures were arrested in Springfield this morning, and 22News 
was in court for their arraignment this afternoon. Each of the 5 plead not guilty to the charges. 
3 of the men are from Longmeadow. One is from Springfield, the other, East Longmeadow. A 
release sent to 22News from the office of U.S. Attorney Carmen Ortiz says the 5 men are 
alleged associates of the New York-based Genovese La Cosa Nostra crime family. A federal 
indictment alleges they committed crimes including loansharking, collecting unlawful debts, 
and extorting money from several businesses. All here in the city of Springfield. 22News 
asked attorney Dan Kelly, who's representing Ralph Santaniello, how they plan their defense. 
He said, "This is the governments day, we're just kind of formulating that, we're just kind of 
getting to the bottom of rolling through the paperwork so we haven't gotten to that point yet 
but we'll be ready on Thursday." At the hearing, the judge scheduled the detention hearing for 
all 5 defendants for next Thursday, August 11th, at 3pm, where it'll be determined whether or 
not they'll be held in custody until their trail. The arrests of the suspected organized crime 
figures is getting the attention of Western Massachusetts residents. All five of the alleged 
associates live in Western Massachusetts. Three of the five men lived in Longmeadow, one 
in Springfield and one in East Longmeadow. Ralph Santaniello, Giovanni Calabrese, and 
Gerald Daniele all lived in Longmeadow. 22News found out from Longmeadow's Town Clerk 
the addresses of the alleged criminals. Records indicate that Ralph Santaniello's address is 
445 Converse Street. Giovanni Calabrese lives at 30 Bel Air Drive. Gerald Daniele had lived 
at 45 Avondale Road up till 2015. One neighbor, who asked not to be identified, told 22News 
he never suspected anything like this could be happening so close to home. All five men are 
charged with criminal activity associated with La Cosa Nostra out of New York, commonly 
called "the mafia". 



 
News    8/8/16    10pm                  1:00 
 
22News now knows what federal agents were in West Springfield last month. Federal 
investigators say Justin Germaine of West Springfield was making sex tapes with a 4-to-6 
year old girl and sharing pictures and videos on the internet. 22News was on South 
Boulevard in West Springfield July 29th when federal and local law enforcement raided the 
home. Court documents show investigators found videos of child pornography involving 
the same young girl on Germaine's phone. Investigators also found pictures of the girl naked, 
and being inappropriately touched. Justin Germaine will be held without bail until his next 
court appearance in September.   
 
News    8/8/16    6am                  1:00 
 
Two victims are recovering this morning after a pair of unrelated stabbings in Springfield 
Sunday night. Springfield police told 22News the first stabbing happened around 7:45 when a 
37-year-old man was stabbed at 93 Chestnut Street. The victim was taken to Baystate 
Medical center and is expected to be okay but has been uncooperative with police. An hour 
and a half later, a second stabbing victim entered Mercy Medical. That victim was allegedly 
stabbed at a park in the area of Ashley and Walnut streets. That victim was transferred to 
Baystate and is also expected to be okay. 
 
News    8/9/16    11pm                  1:00 
A Springfield man has been indicted on nearly two dozen charges of child sex abuse and 
human trafficking. 32 year old Hadyetou Diaby was arraigned on 21 charges including nine 
counts of aggravated Rape and Abuse of a Child, and Trafficking of Person under 18 for 
Sexual Servitude. Diaby was ordered held on 50-thousand dollars cash bail Monday. He still 
in jail tonight. Diaby was also ordered to have no contact with the victims. He is due back in 
court on February 6th. 
 
News    8/9/16    11pm                  1:00 
 
State Police are asking for your help in the investigation into the murder of a woman who left 
for a jog in central Massachusetts, and never came back. The body of 27 year old Vanessa 
Marcotte was found a half-mile from her mother's home in Princeton Sunday night. At this 
time, police do not know whether she was targeted or a random victim. State Police are 
urging the public to come forward if they saw anything in the area of Brooks Station Road on 
Sunday. The number to call is (508) 453-7589.  We've also posted this information on 
wwlp.com. 
 
News    8/11/16   11pm                  1:00 
 
Justice for an Agawam teen left paralyzed by a drunk hit-and-run driver last year. Jomaris 
Colon pleaded guilty to being drunk when her car hit then- 16-year-old Alex Scafuri, who was 
skate-boarding on Springfield Street in Agawam in March of last year. His life changed 
forever that night. The crash left Alex paralyzed from his neck down. The judge sentenced 



Jomaris Colon to 3-and-a-half to 4 years in state prison. Colon's lawyer asked the judge for a 
two week "stay" before starting her prison sentence so she could help her children settle into 
a new home. The judge rejected that request, and she was handcuffed and escorted out of 
the court room. After her prison sentence, Colon will serve 5 years’ probation during which 
she must have no drugs or alcohol, and submit to random screenings. Alex Scafuri said he 
plans to keep pushing and stay strong.   
 
News    8/11/16   10pm                  1:00 
 
Five alleged mobsters who had ties to the Springfield Mafia were in federal court. Ralph 
Santaniello, Johnny Calabrese, Gerald Daniele, Frank Depergola and Richie Valentini are 
accused threatening two victims with violence to collect money from them. Court documents 
say that the five men are associates of the Genevese crime family. The Government showed 
several wire taps, including audio and video. The attorney for Richard Valentini told 22News 
those videos will help his client's case to be released tomorrow. 22News was there when the 
men left court earlier this evening.  After two plus hours in the courtroom, the judge 
suspended the bail or detention hearing until tomorrow. 
 
News    8/13/16   10pm                  1:30 
 
An Easthampton man has pled guilty in federal court for the illegal possession of guns he 
built in MA and then brought into New Hampshire. Raymond L Blackmer the third was 
arrested and charged with one federal count of illegal possession of a firearm by a convicted 
felon in Novemebr 2015--which brings up the question--how easy is it to obtain or build a gun 
illegally. Police had obtained information that Blackmer had allegedly assembled the firearms 
in his workshop from parts he bought online. Kirk Whatley told 22News that many people 
learn to make guns or change out gun parts by watching online videos. In order to legally 
purchase an AR-15 you need to go to your local police station, get fingerprinted, have a 
photo ID taken and have an FBI background check completed. Assuming the background 
check comes back clean you will then get your firearms identification card. But that isn't all 
you need to do. You must obtain a gun license in order to legally carry a firearm in the state 
of Massachusetts. 
 
News    8/23/16   10pm                  1:30 
 
Police seized thousands of bags of heroin and tens of thousands of dollars in cash during a 
weekend raid on a downtown Holyoke grocery store. Police believe a weekend raid at the 
Holyoke Mini Market put a heroin dealing operation out of business. District attorney Anthony 
Gulluni said Holyoke and State Police detectives seized 56-hundred bags of heroin, some 
cocaine and 19-thousand dollars in cash when they raided the Holyoke Mini Market Saturday. 
They arrested two brothers, Emiliano and Daniel Santiago and Charles Pedrosa. Police said 
they were involved in operating and managing the convenience store. They say heroin was 
being sold in and around the store. All three were arraigned Monday on several drug charges 
including trafficking heroin and a drug violation near a school. The Convenience store is 
closed. 
 



News    8/24/16   6pm                  1:30 
 
Allegations of misconduct with students end with a guilty plea from a former Franklin County 
school teacher. A Former Mohawk Trail Regional School teacher has admitted to serving 
alcohol to students at the school. 37 year old Ivan Grail of Greenfield pled guilty in Franklin 
County Court in Greenfield Monday. Court documents show that the former teacher admitted 
to five counts of serving alcohol to teens. Grail was sentenced to one year of probation with 
several conditions. No unsupervised contact with children under the age of 18, except his 
own child. Grail also can also have no contact with the teens involved. He'll be receiving 
counseling, and must perform 40 hours of community service. Grail's photograph was 
removed from the school's yearbook. He began teaching at the school in the fall of 2012. 
Grail resigned form Mohawk Trail Regional School on April 7th. He turned in his teaching 
license in early June.   
 
News    8/24/16   6pm                  1:30 
 
A probation sentence in a western Massachusetts sexual assault case is getting national 
attention. A two year probation sentence has sparked outrage across the country. 18-year-old 
David Becker will spend the next two years on probation, instead of serving time in prison, for 
allegedly sexually assaulting two girls at a house party in April. Now, more than 9,000 people 
have signed a petition, calling on the judge to step down for this ruling, which they say is. The 
judge's decision came after Becker plead guilty to two counts of indecent assault, and one of 
the victims read a statement suggesting he didn't deserve to go to jail, but that hasn't stopped 
thousands of people from criticizing his ruling. The judge here at Palmer District Court isn't 
the first to face criticism for a sexual assault sentence. Over in California, more than a million 
people signed onto a petition to get a judge to step down after he sentenced a former 
Stanford University student to 6 months in prison instead of the recommended 6-years. The 
Stanford case sparked a national debate over sexual assault, class privilege, and whether the 
criminal justice system does enough to punish men charged with rape. The state's Trial Court 
declined 22News' request to comment on this petition. 
 
News    8/29/16   10pm                  1:00 
 
Jeffrey Lovell of Chicopee is no longer facing a murder charge. He was indicted today for 
manslaughter in connection with the deadly shooting of 15 year old Dylan Francisco in July. 
Lovell was arraigned last month on a murder charge and has been held without bail ever 
since. The Hampden County District Attorney's Office said Francisco and a friend had been 
day drinking July 16th when they mistook Lovell's Boucher Street home for a friend's 
residence. Lovell allegedly shot Francisco after the teen banged on the door and a window 
pane broke. Lovell will be arraigned on the manslaughter indictment Wednesday. 
 
News    8/30/16   5pm                  1:00 
 
Two men accused of murdering the father of a state trooper in Springfield were arraigned. 71-
year old Juan Zayas was shot and killed in his driveway on January 25th. Jose Villegas 
Rodriguez and Edward Gonzalez were arrested in May. A Hampden County Grand Jury 



recently indicted both men for murder. The D.A.'s office would not comment on the motive of 
the shooting but said it did not have to do with the victim's son being a state trooper. 
 
News    9/2/16    10pm                  1:00 
 
Springfield Police continue to investigate the city's seventh homicide of 2016. The victim, who 
police have identified as 30 year old Luis Reyes of Springfield, was found shot in the parking 
lot of the Mardi Gras on Taylor Street around 2 this morning. He was rushed to the hospital 
where he died. Daniel Kelly, the attorney representing the Mardi Gras, told 22News that 
neither the shooter nor the victim were at the club, which was closed at the time of the 
shooting. Springfield Police are asking anyone with information to contact the detective 
bureau at 787-6355. 
 
News    9/5/16    6pm                  1:30 
 
Springfield police investigated several shootings over the last few days.  Four shootings in 
the past three days, and police 22News spoke with said they're getting very little cooperation 
from residents. Springfield Police Captain Sheryl Claprood told 22News the latest shooting 
took place near Worthington and Armory Streets around 12:30 Monday.    olice recovered 
seven shell casings from two guns. There were no victims. On Sunday night a man was shot 
in the stomach on Dwight Street just before 10:30. The victim told police a Hispanic man shot 
him while trying to steal his gold chain. Earlier Sunday night, a man was shot at 942 
Worthington Street.  He was taken to the hospital and is expected to be okay. So far no 
arrests in either Sunday night shooting. Police arrested a suspect charged with shooting two 
victims Saturday night at 133 Melha Avenue. Police said the two victims are expected to 
survive. Captain Claprood identified the suspect as 45-year-old Israel Lopez who also lives 
on the street the shooting occurred. He's charged with two counts of assault and battery with 
a dangerous weapon and a firearm violation. Lopez will be arraigned in Springfield District 
Court Tuesday.   
 
News    9/6/16    11pm                  1:30 
 
A man is in the hospital after being shot twice in Springfield. This is the 8th shooting in the 
city in 4 days. That victim was shot in the head and also on his chest here on the corner of 
Worthington & Armory Streets. It happened right outside of a black car. Springfield Lt. John 
Delaney says the victim was shot while standing outside the car just before 10:00. Sgt. 
Delaney says the victim was taken to Baystate Medical Center and is in critical condition. Lt. 
Mark Rolland told 22News that the "ShotSpotter system" notified police of six rounds fired. 
Police were told by witnesses that 2 suspects ran down Armory Street. Police set up a 
perimeter but didn't find anything, and detectives are now searching for the suspects. 
Worthington Street is closed to traffic at the intersection with Armory Street.   
 
News    9/7/16    10pm                  1:30 
 
More than a dozen shootings and 9 victims in less than a week in Springfield. 22News spoke 
with a lot of people, including several off camera, who said they're not surprised by the 



violence, but the city needs to do something to stop it. 9 people have been shot in Springfield 
since Friday morning, several near youth centers, schools, and hospitals. Mayor Domenic 
Sarno said these were all targeted shootings by repeat offenders, involving drugs and gangs. 
Sarno said, “Some of these individuals you're going to see are "frequent fliers." They're 
repeat violent offenders we've arrested before.” Friday's murder on Taylor St. was 2 blocks 
from the YMCA and the police department. Two shootings on Worthington Street were near 
STCC. And a home invasion on Melha Avenue was right next to Shriner's Hospital, across 
from the Springfield Boys & Girls Club. The Boys and Girls club struggles to maintain 
normalcy inside. Ross said kids are either picked up by a parent, or walk home alone. He 
says that they have safety measures in place if there's a shooting during club hours, but what 
happens outside the club walls is out of their control. 22News called Police Commissioner 
Barbieri for this story, but haven't heard back from him yet.   
 
News    9/6/16    6pm                  1:30 
 
A Holyoke man was arraigned on a charge of indecent assault and battery after posing as an 
Uber driver at UMass. Basic safety advice includes traveling with a friend and letting others 
know where you’re going and when you'll be back. 18 year old Samuel Texidor of Holyoke 
approached a woman in his black Dodge Charger and identified himself as an Uber driver. 
He was not. Texidor offered the victim, who will not be identified, a free ride from the 
Townhouse Apartment to the North Apartments. This is where the assault happened. Just 
right outside. Samantha Brank, Sophomore, UMass Amherst said, “It's terrifying. I use Uber 
all the time. I try not to do it alone but it's still scary it's really convenient and I didn't realize it 
was that dangerous.” There's lots of options to get around campus. Bicycles, the PVTA 
buses, and a UMass Walking Escort Service. The problem is, no one we spoke with knew 
about it. Isaiah Pina, Freshman, UMass Amherst said, “I actually never knew that.” Blue light 
emergency call boxes alert police with the touch of a button. Located all over campus, 
including at North, UMass says they've been overlooked. Ed Blaguszewski, Campus 
Spokesman, UMass Amherst said, “Those are a valuable part of our safety system. What 
really has happened over time though is that people use their cell phones.” We asked UMass 
if they'd consider revising their pepper spray policy to allow students to protect themselves. 
You don't need an FID card to carry it in Massachusetts, but it's banned on campus. Sarah 
Perno, Freshman, UMass Amherst said, “I think it's within out right to carry pepper spray and 
I think it should be allowed as a personal safety measure. UMass didn't comment on the 
pepper spray question. As for Texidor, he was arrested. UMass Police says you should go 
through the Uber app if need a driver. You'll be able to see their name, license plate number, 
photo and rating. 
 
News    9/10/16   9am                  1:00 
 
More violence in Springfield overnight. Springfield police Captain Brian Keenan told 22news, 
a man was shot on Eastern Ave around 12:45 this morning when the car he was traveling in 
was hit by gunfire. The car continued to Cambridge Street where the car stopped and called 
9-1-1. When police got there, they found a man in the car, bleeding from a gunshot wound to 
the leg. He was taken to Baystate Medical Center, but is expected to be okay. According to 



Captain Keenan, there are no suspects yet, and the victim is not cooperating with the police 
investigation. 
 
News    9/11/16   6pm                  1:00 
 
Two men were wounded by gunfire early this morning in a downtown Holyoke convenience 
store parking lot at Cabot and High Streets. Holyoke Police Lieutenant Jim Albert told 
22News, the two victims were in a group of people that gathered in the area around 3 o'clock 
Sunday morning when someone shot them. The two men walked a short distance to Maple 
Street, where they flagged down a passing police cruiser. One man was shot in the 
stomach. The other was shot in the hand. A resident told 22News, the area has seen its 
share of violence. The wounded men were taken to Baystate Medical Center for treatment, 
and are expected to be okay. Lt. Albert told 22News, police are still looking for suspects. He 
also said they will be checking video surveillance from the store and street cameras for 
possible leads. 
 
News    9/12/16   6pm                  1:00 
 
Springfield Police have identified the victim and the driver involved in last week's suspected 
drunk driving hit and run crash that killed a pedestrian. Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney 
told 22News 51 year of Harry Fernandez of Springfield was hit by a car while crossing Page 
Blvd near Pasco Road Friday morning. He later died at the hospital. The accused driver that 
hit Fernandez has been identified as 66 year old Robert Loranger of Springfield. Loranger 
was hurt in another crash on Wrentham Road. He's charged with vehicular homicide while 
under the influence of liquor, and leaving the scene of an injury crash.  He will be arraigned 
after he is released from the hospital. 
 
News    9/13/16   6pm                  1:00 
 
Longmeadow police arrested a man today accused of approaching two young girls and 
making lewd comments. Lt. Robert Stocks told 22News 45 year old Brian Howlett of 
Springfield approached the girls near Longmeadow Street and Westmoreland Avenue around 
8 in the morning. According to Stocks, Howlett got close to the girls and made inappropriate 
comments. One of the girls called 9-1-1 from her cell phone. Police were able to identify 
Howlet from the girl's description. Howlett will be arraigned tomorrow on charges of 
enticement of a child and lewd conduct. 
 
News    9/14/16   6pm                  2:00 
 
Jurors in Cara Rintala's third murder trial will spend weeks listening to witnesses and viewing 
evidence in Northampton. 12 jurors and 4 alternates have the serious responsibility of 
determining Cara Rintala's fate. Her third murder trial began Wednesday in Hampshire 
superior court. She's accused of killing her wife Annamarie Cochran Rintala at their home in 
Granby in 2010. For the first two hours, Judge Mary Lou Rupp informed the jury they would 
first determine whether Rintala is guilty. If she is, they then have to determine if she's guilty of 
first or second degree murder. Prosecutor Jennifer Suhl delivered nearly an hour long 



opening statement to jurors. Then, defense attorney David Hoose appealed to the jurors for 
an hour. Judge Rupp reminded the jury opening statements cannot be used as evidence: 
they are outlines of what the prosecution and defense expect evidence will and will not show 
in this case. Not a word was mentioned about this being Rintala's third murder trial. The 
defense, prosecutors, judge and jury must all treat this as a new case.   
 
News    9/17/16   10pm                  1:00 
 
Northfield Police say they've captured 66 year old Stephen Arsenault. Police say they 
arrested him at around 1 o'clock in the morning. He was spotted on East Street in Northfield, 
and when the police approached him he tried to run. Arsenault is a level three sex offender 
who was wanted for violating his probation. He will also now be charged with resisting arrest. 
Police said he avoided captured by hiding in the woods. 
 
News    9/19/16   6pm                  1:00 
 
Pittsfield Police have charged a man in connection with a deadly beating this weekend. 27- 
year old Brian Signor is charged with aggravated assault and battery with serious bodily 
harm. He's accused of attacking 44-year Joseph Wirtes in his apartment above the YMCA 
early Sunday morning.  Police are not sure whether Wirtes' death is connected to the fight or 
some underlying medical condition. Signor is being held on 50-thousand dollars bail.  He's 
due back in court on October 20. 
 
News    9/23/16   10pm                  1:30 
 
Federal authorities have arrested more than a dozen men accused of running a heroin ring in 
Springfield. Police believe they've disabled a Springfield "Heroin Mill." But they also say it's 
just a small part of a growing problem, causing misery and death. A DEA joint task force on 
Friday arrested 14 alleged members of a heroin ring in Springfield. They've each been 
charged with conspiracy to distribute more than six-and-a-half pounds of heroin. A federal 
court affidavit links the Alberto Marte Drug Trafficking Organization to the deadly Hollywood 
heroin brand. The Feds allege they brought heroin in from New York and the Dominican 
Republic to be sold in western Massachusetts. Alberto Marte is the lead defendant in this 
case. He's from Springfield. Court records say that Marte is the one responsible for peddling 
that lethal batch known as Hollywood heroin, which is what killed 8 western Massachusetts 
residents last winter. Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney told 22News heroin use is at a 30-
year high. Nearly everyone knows someone impacted by addiction.  It's easy to get, and it's 
cheap. A bag of heroin sells for 5-dollars and it's 60% pure.  20 years ago it was $30 a bag 
and 20% pure. Raids were also conducted in New York & the Dominican Republic in 
conjunction with today's arrests. 
 
News    9/27/16   6pm                  1:00 
 
Investigators may be closer to finding out who killed an Agawam teacher 24 years ago. We 
still don't know who killed Lisa Ziegert back in 1992.  But we may have some clues in this 
cold case.  The Hampden County District Attorney says there is a significant development in 



the case and will announce it tomorrow.  The 22News I-Team confirmed that no one has 
been arrested and no one has been indicted. Ziegert disappeared from her second job at an 
Agawam card store on the evening of April 15, 1992.  No money was stolen from the store, 
her car was still in the parking lot, and her purse appeared undisturbed. Four days later, her 
body was found in a wooded area about four miles away. No one has ever been arrested in 
connection with Ziegert's murder. Three years ago the I-Team was first to report that then-
Hampden County District Attorney Mark Mastroianni told 22News that there has been a 
recent increase in activity in the case. That included forensic testing of items and taking DNA 
samples from people. Some of which were originally tested years ago, but the technology has 
since improved.   
 
News    9/29/16   11pm                  1:30 
 
Ludlow Police have made arrests for several car thefts in western Massachusetts. Ludlow 
Police Sergeant Louis Tulik told 22News they arrested Ludlow residents Daniel Wilkins and 
Kelly Starzyk. They're accused of stealing a car from a Center Street gas station in Ludlow 
Tuesday. Police said they arrested Starzyk Wednesday as she tried to evade them by going 
out a second floor window of her Winsor Street home. Sgt. Daniel Valadas told 22News living 
in a suburban community doesn't mean you're safe from crime.  Vlaladas said, “You can't 
keep your motor vehicle running. It's just not a prudent idea this day in age, especially with 
cold weather coming. If you're going to leave your car unattended, it should be secure.” 
Ludlow Police also arrested Ryan Sullivan of Feeding Hills. They said they found him sitting 
in a stolen vehicle on Winsor Street. 
 
News    9/29/16   11pm                  1:30 
 
East Longmeadow Police have arrested a teenager accused of making multiple bomb threats 
at East Longmeadow High School. Sgt. Steven Manning said police arrested the 16 year-old 
boy this afternoon. The arrest follows a graffiti threat at the high school Wednesday, when the 
phrase "Bomb at 12" was found written on a bathroom wall. An East Longmeadow high 
school student told 22News she's relieved the teen was caught, and hopes that's the end of 
these hoaxes. Similar messages were left on the bathroom wall back in June and in 
November of last year. The teen will be arraigned in juvenile court Friday. He's charged with 
3 counts of making a false bomb threat and 3 counts of disturbing a school assembly. 
 
News    9/30/16   11pm                  1:00 
 
A woman has been sentenced to two and a half years in jail for driving drunk and hitting a 
pedestrian in Feeding Hills two years ago. Hampden County D.A. Spokesman Jim Leyden 
told 22News 43 year-old Cathy Sabol of Feeding Hills pled guilty to operating under the 
influence, causing serious bodily injury. She was sentenced to 30 months in jail. Sabol struck 
61 year-old Paul Bachini while he was walking with his wife on South West Street back in 
April 2014. He was critically hurt, but has since recovered. 
 
News    9/30/16   6pm                  1:00 



A grand jury has indicted three men accused of running a multi-state illegal cigarette sales 
ring. Massachusetts Attorney General Maura Healey said Pedro Perez of Holyoke delivered 
trash bags full of untaxed cigarettes to convenience stores across New England. His son, 
Pedro Perez, Jr. and another man, Saturino Maldonado, are accused of helping to make 
deliveries. 22News was there back in May when state troopers raided Perez's home on 
Whiting Farms Road. The three men face multiple charges including tax evasion and 
conspiracy. 
 
News    9/30/16   5pm                  1:00 
 
Springfield Police say they rescued a toddler from an unlivable home after a drug bust on 
Liberty Street. Sergeant John Delaney told 22News detectives arrested four people after they 
witnessed a drug deal in front of 998 Liberty Street. They seized heroin and a loaded 
handgun. Delaney said officers found a three year old boy crying inside the home. He called 
the home unlivable, and said it smelled of urine and feces. It was quickly condemned and the 
boy was taken into state custody. 
 
 
 



 

The following is WWLP programming addressing Education 
during the 3rd quarter of 2016.  These issues were addressed 
through our locally produced news programming. 
___________________________________________________________ 
   
News    7/06/16   11pm           2:00 
 
Tuition is going up at UMass, and it looks like it might be more than UMass initially thought. 
University President Marty Meehan said tuition and fees could increase between 5-and-8 
percent. Meehan estimated just a three percent hike this past May. The state said this new 
estimate far exceeds inflation growth. The state awarded UMass 508 million dollars this year, 
an increase over last year's total. The board of trustees will address tuition at their meeting 
July 14th. 
 
News    7/14/16   5:30pm           2:00 
 
The Holyoke public school district is making big changes. The Peck community school is 
undergoing a big transformation thanks to a recently-awarded grant. The state has awarded a 
1.2 million dollar grant to The Peck School in Holyoke. Principle Kendra Salvador told 
22News the schools main objective is to provide high quality education. The money will be 
used to help redesign the school’s curriculum, and implement some changes. Principle 
Kendra Salvador said, “there's a lot we want to change for this upcoming year, to be more 
welcoming, more embracing, more responsive to student needs both in terms of academic 
achievement but also having students and teachers feeling supportive, developed and 
empowered."  The 1.2 million dollar grant was given to the Peck Community School by the 
Massachusetts Department of Education. The funds may be used over a 4 year period, which 
must include 3 years of implementation. The school is attended by approximately 400 
students in grades 4-8. The money will go towards a variety of programs including special 
education, trauma sensitivity training, literacy development, and academic tiered support. The 
district has also partnered with several community organizations to offer new activities for the 
students. These new programs will include gardening, pottery, physical fitness and 
theater. The school will also launch the Personalized Pathway Program this Fall, which will 
pair 100 6th and 7th-graders with a mentor. 
 
News    7/19/16   11pm           1:00 
 
Over the last year we've seen more and more people abusing opiates. UMass nursing 
students are now undergoing hands on training, to learn how to properly care for addicts. In 
response to the opioid crisis, nursing students at UMass Amherst will now learn how to 
screen and treat patients suffering from alcohol and substance abuse. The federal 
government awarded UMass 870-thousand dollars to cover 3 years of opiate training for 500 
Juniors and Seniors. It starts with the art of the interview. All of the nursing students will 
receive training that allows them to identify opiate-related issues a little more easily, even if 
the patient does deny the problem. Nursing students will also learn how to identify what 



resources are best for each patient. To have such a realistic plan set out with these goals 
gives the students a better idea of what they're getting into. UMass Amherst is one of 12 
schools nationwide to receive this funding.   
 
News    8/2/16    11pm           1:00 
 
The state just awarded $250,000 to help students in the "STEM" network. "Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Math."  Lt. Governor Karyn Polito said it's important to educate 
teenagers now, so they can fill critical job openings in these fields in the future. The 
Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts in North Adams was designated the host school for our 
region's STEM network. MCLA will collaborate with Holyoke Community College.     
 
News    8/15/16   5pm           1:00 
 
A new push to expand charter schools in Massachusetts. The state received proposals from 
six groups seeking to open new charter schools, and requests from 12 existing charter 
schools to serve more students. Three of the new school proposals would serve western 
Massachusetts students. The Hampden Charter School of Science 2, wants to open another 
school and enroll more than 500 students. If approved, they plan to open in 2017. The 
department will decide by Mid-September, which applicants they want to submit a full 
proposal.   
 
News    8/17/16   6pm           1:30 
 
Massachusetts Democrats are divided on a controversial ballot question to expand charter 
schools. The Massachusetts Democratic Party voted to oppose the charter school ballot 
question putting the party at odds with lawmakers who support lifting the cap. A ballot 
question to allow for up to a dozen new charter schools each year is causing quite the 
disagreement among the state's Democrats. The Massachusetts Democratic Party took an 
unexpected vote Tuesday night to oppose the ballot proposal -- driving a wedge between the 
party and its members in the legislature who support charter school expansion. State Rep. 
Alice Peisch, Chair, CMTE. on Education said, "I was surprised that they took a position. I 
think, as you indicated, that there's a very broad range of opinion among the Democrats that I 
know about the topic of charter schools in general." State Rep. Hank Naughton said, "I have 
big problems, personally, with the charter school question on the ballot this fall, but it really 
should've probably been given more notice to the members to be prepared to discuss it more 
in-depth." House Speaker Robert DeLeo and Senate President Stanley Rosenberg both 
support lifting the cap on charter schools, but they weren't able to strike a compromise by the 
July 31-st deadline. House Speaker Robert DeLeo said, "I think that this is just going to be 
one of those issues where people of both parties are going to have their opinions. I think it's 
going to be, you know, a personal decision." Governor Charlie Baker is also a major 
supporter of charter schools because they explore different ways of learning. Critics argue 
charter schools take state funding away from traditional public schools that serve all students. 
Massachusetts voters will decide whether to lift the cap on charter schools on Tuesday, 
November 8th. 
 



News    8/22/16   6pm           1:00 
 
The University of Massachusetts Amherst is among the top 30 colleges and universities in 
the country for LGBT students. Campus Pride's list, which was released today, highlights the 
"most LGBTQ inclusive colleges and universities when it comes to policy, program and 
practice in higher education." UMass Amherst is one of 15 schools that earned the highest 
rating of five stars. The list is conducted for and by LGBTQ experts in the field of higher 
education.   
 
News    8/23/16   11pm           1:30 
 
A long awaited update tonight on the construction of Pope Francis High School. While 
thousands of students get ready to go back to school across Western Massachusetts, 
students of the new Pope Francis High School are anxiously waiting for their school to be 
built. It's the merged Cathedral and Holyoke Catholic High Schools, after Cathedral was 
destroyed by the June First tornado in 2011. Construction site neighbors heard the update 
they were looking for Tuesday night. Pope Francis High School will be built on Surrey Road 
where Cathedral High School once stood. The 55-million dollar project will take 2 years of 
construction, and the school is expected to open for the 2018-2019 school year. Project 
executive director Paul Gagliarducci told 22News the first phase of construction will be 
preparing the land for the foundation, and putting up the steel beams. They're expected to be 
up by winter, so contractors can work on the exterior walls in the spring. Gagliarducci said 
most of the construction will take place Monday-Friday, 7am-3pm. He doesn't anticipate road 
closures or traffic delays until after winter. The school will accommodate 370 students when it 
opens, working its way up to 400 students in the coming years.   
 
News    8/25/16   11pm           1:30 
 
Springfield Technical Community College is offering a new transfer program that can save 
students thousands of dollars. The Commonwealth Commitment Program allows students to 
enroll in a few select majors where credits will automatically transfer to a state college or 
university. The Department of Higher Education estimates students will save more than 5-
thousand dollars, on average. Dean of Enrollment, Matthew Gravel, said the program 
encourages more students to complete their degree. Gravel said, "Public higher education in 
the Commonwealth is one of the best and we wanted to make it more accessible." It is 
guaranteed that all students will be accepted into the state institution of their choosing, as 
long as they maintain a grade point average of 3.0 or higher. 
 
News    8/31/16   5pm           1:30 
 
It was a first day of school West Springfield teachers may never forget. West Springfield's 
400 teachers each received their own Chromebook on the first day of school 
Wednesday. Chromebook is a quick-starting laptop computer. At Memorial elementary school 
teachers looked forward to their Chromebook improving their performance as educators. A 
Chromebook for every teacher is something West Springfield school superintendent Michael 
Richard has been planning for, .and now that day came at the start of the school year. And as 



memorial school principal Donna Calabrese welcomed her kindergarten through fifth grade 
students for the start of the school year, she told 22News, what the gift of Chromebooks 
means to her school. The school committee approved the $200,000 dollars needed to 
provide a Chromebook to each teacher in the system. Superintendent Michael Richard called 
that a very good investment for the future. 
 
News    9/05/16   5:30pm           1:30 
 
A lot of western Massachusetts students went back to school this week. Holyoke public 
schools went into state receivership two years ago in an effort to better prepare students to 
enter college, and the workforce. The state Department of Elementary and Secondary 
Education made the decision to take over Holyoke public schools in April 2015 to improve 
graduation rates and test scores. Holyoke students should expect many changes as they 
head back into the classroom, including longer school days. The elementary and middle 
schools extended the school day to seven-and-a-half hours. State Education Commissioner 
Mitchell Chester told 22News the state is also starting a new "Personalized Learning" 
program at the Peck School this year. Mitchell Chester said, “We're starting it as a pilot at the 
Peck School with 100 students. We had well over 100 families who applied for the program, 
so there's a lot of new, exciting things that are happening in Holyoke." Commissioner Chester 
said the Holyoke schools will have a strong focus on academics and problem-solving skills. 
 
News    9/07/16   5:30pm           1:30 
 
Greenfield Community College is receiving federal grant money to help students stay in 
school. The grant will support students during their first year at the college. 22News found out 
how they plan to help. Over the next five years, Greenfield Community College will receive 
about 1.6 million dollars from the U.S. Department of Education. The funds will help students 
stay in school, and get their degrees. Saul Soto, a student, GCC said, “I think everyone 
should get the best education they can.  It's everyone's right.” The new federal grant will help 
provide more support services for the students here at Greenfield Community College, many 
which say is important to have during their college experience. Thomas Rudel, a student, 
GCC said, “Since I've started here I've reached out, looking to get back into school and from 
the beginning they've been super helpful, whether financial or a teacher I need a little extra 
help. They're always ready to give me anything I ask for.” The money will be used to hire new 
professional advisors for students. It'll also fund equipment upgrades, degree auditing 
software, and tools for assessing students’ progress. These resources will be provided 
through a new support program. Anna Berry, Dean of Students, GCC said, “The goal is to 
help students early on is to help assess students early on find strengths where do they have 
needs and determine the reason for being in college is. We know the students who are most 
successful are really clear on what they want to do and where they're headed.” Berry said the 
"CARES" program, is designed to provide direct support for students from advisors or other 
services, such as peer tutoring. Dean of Students Anna Berry told 22News GCC will begin 
using the grant October 1st. 
 
News    9/09/16   10pm           1:30 
 



A western Massachusetts college is offering to help students impacted by the sudden closing 
of ITT Technical institute. ITT Technical Institute abruptly shut down all of its campuses 
nationwide, two of them here in Massachusetts. Now, Springfield Technical Community 
College is opening its doors to affected students. STTC said any ITT Tech students who are 
interested in learning about their options can either call their admissions office or come down 
to Garvey Hall right off of federal street. Tuesday the government stopped all federal student 
loans from going to any new ITT Tech students, and called on the company to make better 
use of the federal taxpayer dollars it received. But ITT Tech said it could not come up with the 
money, and abruptly closed, calling the government's actions unconstitutional.  ITT Tech's 
closure will impact 40-thousand students across the country.  
 
News    9/12/16   6pm           1:30 
 
State Funding for charter schools is up for debate this election year. In two months, 
Massachusetts voters will decide whether to spend state funds to expand access to charter 
schools. A debate is growing on a November 8th ballot question. The group "Great Schools 
Massachusetts" launched their "Yes on 2" ballot campaign in Springfield Monday. Public 
charter school supporters want to lift the cap on enrollment, and expand access to these 
schools in Massachusetts. Rachel Romano, Executive Director & Founder, Veritas 
Preparatory Charter School said, “In Springfield and in Holyoke...the schools are really 
struggling and many of them are chronically  underperforming for decades and so parents 
know that and they don't have many options but where they see an option they are raising 
their hand for it and want it.” Romano said there are 4,000 students on charter school waiting 
lists in western Massachusetts, 3,000 in Springfield. Charter schools are publicly funded, but 
operate with more independence than traditional public schools. There is also a strong 
argument against expanding access to charter schools in Massachusetts. The Springfield 
Education association is one member of a large coalition urging voters to say no to ballot 
question number two. Tim Collins, President, Springfield Education Association said, “If the 
family or child has some severe needs or challenges they face, we have to find a way to meet 
those needs and help them overcome those challenges. The charter schools send kids like 
that back to us.” Collins said public schools have lost 450 million dollars in state funding to 
charter schools. 96 percent of students in Massachusetts attend public schools. There are 71 
charter schools in Massachusetts, educating about 32,000 total students. 
 
News    9/13/16   11pm           1:00 
 
Good news for Springfield College students! For the 6th straight year, the school has moved 
up on the list of highest-ranked colleges. US News and World Report rated Springfield 
College as the 27th best liberal arts college in the country for 2017. That's up two spots from 
last year. Springfield College also ranked in the top 12, for colleges with the best value. It's 
the first year they've been listed in the category. 
 
News    9/21/16   6am           1:30 
 
There could soon be three new charter schools in Massachusetts, including one in Hampden 
County. Hampden Charter School of Science in Chicopee is one of three schools applying to 



open a new charter school next year. That would mean another charter school would open up 
in Hampden County. The proposal comes at a controversial time. That's because in less than 
two months, voters will decide whether to lift the cap on charter schools in 
Massachusetts. Charter schools are technically public, but they operate separately from 
public school districts. Right now, the state caps Charter schools at 120.  But in November, 
the state ballot will ask voters whether that cap should be lifted. Many opponents of that ballot 
question say charter schools take money away from public schools. But proponents argue 
that they give parents and students in underperforming school districts more options. On 
Tuesday, the state announced that they're considering whether to award three new charters 
to groups in Massachusetts. The proposals include,   Equity Lab, Hampden Charter School of 
Science, and Old Sturbridge Academy. Hampden Charter School of Science, and Old 
Sturbridge Academy both would serve parts of Hampden County. All three groups will now 
submit their final proposals by November 1. The state will make a decision in February. 
 
News    9/23/16   6pm           1:30 
 
The US Department of Education stripped all power from the nation's largest accreditor of for-
profit colleges. The Education Department's decision could force hundreds of career colleges 
to close, and as a result about 600-thousand students would have to find a new school. On 
Thursday, the Department of Education stripped all authority from the nation's largest 
accreditor of for-profit colleges. The decision impacts 245 schools accredited by ACICS, the 
Accrediting Council for Independent Colleges and Schools. Massachusetts Attorney General 
Maura Healey sent 22News this statement describing ACICS. She said, "This so-called 
watchdog did nothing but enable the for-profit school industry to defraud students and 
taxpayers." Hundreds of for-profit schools are at risk of closure, and 600-thousand students 
from across the country could soon have to find a new school. ACICS has been criticized for 
their loose oversight of for-profit colleges, including ITT Tech and Corinthian Colleges. Both 
of which have closed. Senator Elizabeth Warren supports the Education Department's 
decision, and posted this on Twitter. "College accreditation is supposed to make sure kids get 
a good education while colleges take taxpayer money, but the system is broken. The U-S 
Department of Education did the right thing today to protect students and taxpayers..." The 
Accrediting Council plans to appeal the decision to Education Secretary John King, Jr. ACICS 
granted accreditation to eleven Massachusetts schools - including the Branford Hall Career 
Institute in Springfield and Salter College in Chicopee. 
 
News    9/27/16   11pm           1:00 
 
The Holyoke Public School District's reporting important academic progress. The 
Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education released assessment 
results for all the school districts in the state. Holyoke Public Schools saw a 7 percent 
increase in proficiency in English language arts. These gains were most significant for 
students learning English as a second language. In math, the district saw a 4 percent 
proficiency increase from 2015 to 2016. 
 
News    9/27/16   11pm           2:00 
 



Turners Falls is considering a change to the high school's controversial mascot. The school 
board heard from both high school alums who want to keep the Indians mascot, and from 
Native Americans who see it as a race issue. Residents are taking sides on whether to 
change the Turners Falls High School logo, nickname, and mascot: the Indians. More than 
sixty people attended Tuesday night's school committee meeting where they agreed to 
review the mascot and schedule forums to hear from residents. Some alums see the Indian 
logo as tradition. Native Americans call it an insult to their heritage. It goes all the way back to 
1676 at the Battle of Turners Falls, where English settlers killed hundreds of Native American 
villagers.  So far, over 500 people have signed a petition saying the Indian mascot is 
insensitive to Native Americans. Rhonda Anderson said, “It's a characterization and 
caricature of Native American people, and it really compresses and marginalizes our identity.” 
Others argue its current symbolism has no ties to the violent history. Ryan Wilder said, 
“When a sports team wins, that's the Indians winning. That's not the Indians losing or getting 
massacred. When a student graduates from the school, that's an Indian graduating.” Native 
American residents urged the school board to hear what their tribes think about the 
issue. Some board members suggested a May deadline to make a decision. Others said a 
deadline would be insensitive to both graduating seniors and the affected tribes. The first 
public hearing will be scheduled for some time in late October.   
 
News    9/27/16   5am           2:00 
 
Springfield public schools are performing at a higher academic level.  Students are 
performing better in Springfield public schools. The state department of Elementary and 
Secondary Education announced Monday that 9 Springfield schools have achieved a Level 1 
designation over the last 4 years, the state's highest designation. The school district credits 
Level 1 success at these schools to dedicated teachers and hardworking students. Schools 
are ranked across the state from levels 1-5, based on their progress and performance.  Level 
1 schools need students to perform in the 75th percentile or higher. Springfield now has 16 
Level 1 and 2 schools, compared to 5 in 2012.  The number of Level 3 & 4 schools has been 
reduced from 36 in 2012 to 29 in 2016. Sumner Avenue Elementary School went from a 
Level 3 to a Level 1 over the last year. Springfield Public Schools Superintendent Daniel 
Warwick says the new PARCC exam may be contributing to this success. The Dept. of 
Education said English and math scores improved. They're now at the highest levels ever 
achieved by the district. Springfield embraced the new test last year for the first time, and 
administered it to grades 3-8. The high schools in Springfield are ranked either Level 3 or 4.   
 
News    9/28/16   5pm           1:30 
 
The state's considering changes to standardized testing in high schools. Massachusetts 
education officials plan to decide over the next year or so whether to shift the 10th grade 
standardized test that serves as a graduation requirement into the 11th grade, or potentially 
require both a 10th and 11th grade test. The current 10th grade competency test evaluates 
students' abilities to graduate high school but state education leaders believe assessing their 
real-world or higher education potential might require testing closer to graduation. While the 
state is focusing even more on these standardized tests. Some colleges are getting away 
from even look at the scores. One western New England university student told 22News he's 



glad the college factored in more than just test scores. The state is in the midst of developing 
a new standardized test, dubbed MCAS 2.0 or next-generation MCAS. 
 
News    9/29/16   11pm           1:30 
 
The state just awarded $16-million dollars in federal funding to build new charter schools. The 
state department of elementary and secondary education will receive the funding from the 
U.S. Department of Education over 3-years. The federal funds are to support the opening 
new charter schools. Massachusetts is 1 of 8 states across the country to receive these 
funds.  In order for existing charter schools to get money, the department of education would 
have to request a waiver from the state. There are 78 charter schools in Massachusetts. 
Residents will have a chance to vote on charter school expansion on the November 8th 
ballot. 
 
 



The following is WWLP programming addressing Environment 
during the 3rd quarter of 2016.  These issues were addressed 
through our locally produced news programming. 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
 
News    7/11/16   5:30pm          1: 00 
 
Much of Massachusetts continues to see little rain. A drought watch is still in effect. 22News 
found out how it's affecting life in Western Massachusetts. Western Massachusetts' summer 
got off to a hot, and sometimes humid start. The Drought Management Task force issued a 
drought watch Saturday, because we've received so little rain the last few months. Michael 
Wilkins told 22News, “Our garden is parched because we've been in this drought for a 
number of weeks now.” Easthampton is one city that has implemented a water use 
restriction, limiting how much people can use the city's water. Under the new restrictions, 
Easthampton residents are prohibited from watering their lawns with sprinklers, or washing 
their cars, or driveways. You can use a hand held hose. Water restrictions have also been 
issued in Southampton, Northampton, Westfield, Southwick, and Hatfield. Barbara 
Webster said, “The weather has been changing, every year it's different and you don't know 
what's going to happen so why not take precautions now.” The restriction's in place to protect 
the water supply. Easthampton DPW Director Joesph Pipcynski told 22News, much of the 
city has been understanding.  Joseph Pipczynski said, “Our water is a resource we need to 
protect even though it was dry we haven't seen excess watering even before we had the 
restriction.” Pipcynski said the city can pump 4 million gallons of water each day. But with the 
restriction, they're pumping only half that much. Pipczynsi expects the restriction to remain in 
effect for the rest of the summer.   
 
News    7/20/16   6pm           1: 30 
 
The state is spending more than $40,000 to help endangered mussels to survive. The money 
was awarded to the Connecticut River Watershed Coucil, a non-profit. The money is a grant 
funded through the sale of special environmental license plates. The Wastershed Council told 
22News the plan is to raise the endangered brook floater mussels at a hatchery in 
Sunderland and then put them in four different watersheds along the Connecticut River. The 
mussels are having trouble keeping up their population. More than 50 percent of freshwater 
mussels are either endangered, threatened or of special concern.  At the Hadley Boat Ramp, 
22News didn't see any mussels in the river. Andrew Fisk of the Watershed Council told 
22News why the mussels are important to the health of the river. Andrew Fisk, Executive 
Director, Connecticut River Watershed Council said, “Their presence allows for water quality 
to improve because they are filter feeders. Where you see mussels you see clear water and 
where you see clear water you can see more aquatic vegetation and more vegetation allows 
for habitat for other critters like fish.” The project is a partnership between the council, state 
fish and wildlife agencies and UMass. 
 
News    7/21/16   5pm           1: 30 



 
Western Massachusetts is currently in a drought. Drought conditions remain unchanged from 
last week, with eastern portions of Hampden, Hampshire and Franklin Counties in Severe 
Drought. The majority of the rest of those counties are in a moderate drought. One local 
farmer told 22News that the drought is making his job a lot harder. In the lower Pioneer 
Valley, we're about six inches below what our average rainfall should be year to date. To put 
that in perspective, we usually get about 3.5 inches of rain each month. 
 
News    7/22/16   5:30pm      2: 30 
 
Our hot and dry summer continues. We are starting to see more brush fires occurring across 
western Massachusetts. It was a hazy, hot and humid day and this summer western 
Massachusetts has received very little rainfall. According to the U.S. Drought Monitor eastern 
Hampshire County and parts of eastern Franklin and Hampden Counties are experiencing 
Severe Drought Conditions. So far this year we're 6 inches below normal for rainfall in the 
Springfield area. The dry conditions are making for a lot of burnt lawns. There have also been 
some brush fires reported. There was one today in Hampden and with the breezy conditions 
we had fires that do start can spread fairly quickly. Some people don't think we have to worry 
about big fires here in western Massachusetts. It's important to make sure you properly 
extinguish any campfires or outdoor cooking fires. Also remember the open burning season 
ended back in May so it is illegal to burn any brush right now. After a short break from the 
heat and humidity, it back in full force. The heat is on and temperatures soared well into the 
90s. So far this summer we haven't had an official heat wave but we have come close. Over 
the last couple of weeks temperatures have made it up into the 90s but not for three days in a 
row. Temperatures made it up into the 90s this afternoon and when you combine this kind of 
heat with the humidity it can be dangerous. You could end up with heat exhaustion or heat 
stroke. If you start to feel faint or dizzy or start sweating excessively you should get to a cool 
place and drink water. If you start experiencing a throbbing headache, you stop sweating and 
if you start vomiting, you may be suffering from heat stroke and you should get help 
immediately. Most people do take precautions on days like today.  When it does get this hot 
the best advice is wear light weight, light colored clothing, and drink plenty of water. Make 
sure you don't leave children or pets in the car and try and stay indoors in air conditioning. 
The heat is expected to continue through the weekend so we might finally get our first official 
heat wave of the summer. 
 
News    8/8/16    5pm       1: 30 
 
The latest update from the national drought monitor has brought severe drought into most of 
western Massachusetts. With less than 20 inches of rain in the lower pioneer valley all year, 
when we should have had more than 25 inches, our rainfall deficit keeps growing. It's easy to 
see the dry lawns and plants that need continued watering just to survive, but the impacts are 
bigger than that. The drought isn't just a problem for this year. Since last summer some 
places in western Massachusetts have had 10-15 inches less rain than normal. If we don't get 
rain, fall foliage may be impacted. Summer thunderstorms haven't been widespread enough 
to help much, and too much rain at once then the rain runs off into the drains and doesn't 
soak in. Conversation and more rain are the only things that will help. 



 
News    8/9/16    6pm       1: 30 
 
You may have seen it as you've been driving around, the water's missing from some of our 
rivers! A quick glance at the Connecticut River and you may not notice what's wrong. But look 
closer and you'll see how low the water is and how high the riverbed stands out. River Levels 
up and down the Connecticut river here in western Massachusetts are less than half of what 
they should be this time of year and as a result the beaches, as you'd call them, are much 
wider while the river is much narrower. While the Connecticut River may our most famous 
river, other rivers are low too. The stream flow of the Connecticut River is around 29 percent 
of normal for this time of year. Compare that to the Chicopee River which is about half of 
normal. The Westfield River is incredibly only 12% of normal, while the Deerfield River is 31% 
of normal. Some people are starting to worry. Bob Leve is a member of the Pioneer valley 
rowing club. While he lives in Connecticut he's been rowing in this area for 30 years, but this 
year's been different. He said, "I've never seen it like this and I'm just looking out there now 
and I'd say normally the water would be at least 10 feet higher, maybe more than that. So we 
better get some rain." While there are multiple chances for rain the next few days, it'll take a 
bit more than a few downpours to get our river levels back up. 
 
News    8/9/16    5:30pm    1: 30 
 
A gypsy Moth infestation damaged countless trees in Western Massachusetts this 
summer. Gypsy moth caterpillars stripped a lot of trees of their leaves. 22News discovered 
that this Spring's dry weather made conditions ideal for these insects. Fall Foliage is not 
going to look the same this year in eastern Hampden County. Brimfield and the Holland 
Ponds experienced some of the worst leaf loss caused by Gypsy Moths. According to a state 
survey, Gypsy Moths damaged more than 350,000 acres of trees across the state.  These 
gypsy moth caterpillars feed on leaves. Some parts of western Massachusetts have also 
been affected by these gypsy moth caterpillars, including in Belchertown. Michael 
Garjian said, “Where they do infest, they are very visible and many people see them in their 
own yards, their nests in the trees.” Other hard hit areas along the Quabbin Resovier 
including portions of Ware, Pelham and New Salem.  UMass Professor Joe Elkington told 
22News we could see more tree damage next year if there's another drought. Joe 
Elkinton said, “It's a cause for worry because there was a lot of survival this year. I saw a lot 
of egg masses and trees plastered with eggs. We're set for another server defoliation next 
year if we don't get that rainfall.” Elkinton also said a lack of rain suppressed a fungus that 
kills Gypsy Moths. He said this year's caterpillar infestation is the worst since 1981. If you 
have a tree with gypsy moth eggs in your yard, Elkinton advises spraying it with insecticide.  
 
News    8/18/16   5pm     1: 30 
 
It's been a while since we've had a good soaking of rain, and it’s definitely having an impact 
here in western Massachusetts.  A new drought monitor was put out Thursday August 18th. 
Drought monitors are updated every Thursday morning.  Unfortunately for western 
Massachusetts, it is not good news. New parts of western Massachusetts are now in a 
severe drought, including most of the Pioneer Valley. Other parts of western Massachusetts 



are either in a moderate drought or they are just abnormally dry. The farther you go east, 
including places like Boston, are now in an extreme drought. Western Massachusetts 
average rainfall totals for August is about 3.19 inches of rain. So far this month we have only 
seen 1.66 inches. Western Massachusetts still needs a good inch and a half to get back to 
August averages. Rainfall totals are measured at Westover Air Reserve Base in Chicopee. 
Finally some good news, there is a chance for rain looking into next week. We could use a 
long, steady rainfall.  
 
News    8/20/16   6pm     1: 30 
 
The wait continues for a long, steady rainfall here in western Massachusetts. It was a trying 
summer for farmers. Prioritizing was key between cost and time. Some crops really struggled 
through the season. 22News went to Red Fire Farm in Montague in Franklin County to find 
out which ones. Summer started June 20th and since than rain has been limited. June we 
saw 2.61 inches where June's average rainfall is 3.73 inches, leaving western Massachusetts 
a little over an inch below average. July we caught up at the end of the month getting 3.48 
inches of rain where our average rainfall for July is 3.82 inches. And so far for August, it’s 
been hard. So far for August we got 1.66 inches of rain and August's average is 3.19 inches. 
We still need at least another inch and a half to get back to average for August. A new US 
Drought Monitor came out Thursday morning showing an expansion of western 
Massachusetts in a severe drought, the farther you go east towards Boston becomes in an 
extreme drought. One crop, tomatoes, did make it through actually even better than normal. 
One positive from such a tough summer struggle. Not only has this summer been dry but it’s 
also been hot. Another setback for some farmers.   
 
News    8/22/16   11pm     1: 30 
 
An EF1 tornado touched down in Concord early this morning, topping trees and damaging 
dozens of homes. A lot of destruction, but no one was killed, and no one was hurt. The 
twister carved a half-mile long path of destruction, which, at one point was 400 yards wide. 
The EF1 tornado had winds up to 100 miles-per-hour and brought down trees, power lines, 
and damaged 39 houses.  Governor Charlie Baker spoke today in Concord after seeing the 
storm's aftermath first hand. He said, "The most amazing thing to me is how much tree 
damage was done up there and thankfully nobody was hurt.”  Several roads were closed and 
there were significant power outages. Fire officials told 22News it's going to take several days 
for Concord to get back to normal. 
 
News    8/24/16   5pm     1: 30 
 
The tropics are heating up but what does that mean for western Massachusetts? Hurricane 
season started June 1st and it will come to an end Novemeber 30th. As expected the tropics 
are a little more active now that we are ending the month of August, this is the time the 
tropics peak. There is a 60% chance of a cyclone formation within the next 48 hours near the 
Bahamas and Puerto Rico. Another storm to keep an eye on is Tropical Storm Gaston. It is 
moving northwest through the Atlantic Ocean and will be east of Bermuda by Monday. The 
last tropical system to really affect us here in western Massachusetts was Tropical Storm 



Irene in 2011. NOAA's Climate Prediction Center is predicting a near-normal hurricane 
season. This gives the possibility of 10-16 named storms, of which 4 to 8 could become 
hurricanes. As mentioned hurricane season ends Novemeber 30th so it is something we 
need to keep an eye on throughout the next couple months. 
 
News    8/25/16   6pm     1: 30 
 
Our dry summer is hurting more than just crops. For humans, a drought means you might not 
be able to wash your car or fill your pool, but for animals, it can be a lot more serious. 
Drought is defined as a prolonged period of abnormally low rainfall. Water is the lifeblood of 
nature. It feeds crops and provides a breeding ground for wildlife. Without water, there's no 
plants, no berries, and animals like bears go hungry, forcing them to backyard birdfeeders. 
Tom Lautzenheiser, Mass Audubon Regional Scientist said, “Bear and deer will be searching 
in the landscape for places we they can get reliable water. But it's likely that that might 
increase interactions with wildlife and people.” This is the vernal pool at the Arcadia Wildlife 
Sanctuary. Typically this is filled by the spring rain and is home to salamanders, frogs and 
other amphibians. But because of the drought system we have been in. It's completely 
dry. Water levels are lower, forcing water temperatures higher, impacting fish stress level and 
egg production. A lack of rain has meant an early migration for birds. As for mosquitos, they 
love to breed in standing water. Less of that is good for humans, but not other animals. Patti 
Steinman, Education Coordinator, Connecticut River Valley Sanctuaries said, “We're here at 
Arcadia. We are surrounded by water and usually summer is a time when we have mosquitos 
galore and we really haven't has many at all. Mosquitos are a tremendous food source for 
many species.” Steinman told 22News not to leave birdseed or other food out where wildlife 
can be attracted to your yard. The most dangerous animal is one that's lost its fear of 
humans. 
 
News    8/25/16   10pm     1: 30 
 
Our severe drought is spreading state-wide. Right now, most of the state is 10-15" behind in 
rainfall, compared to where we should be. It's up to us to spare what we have. In the midst of 
a summer with little rainfall, the Massachusetts drought is getting worse. The number of 
regions feeling the effects of a "severe drought" has expanded to cover nearly 75 percent of 
the state, according to the U.S. Drought Monitor. Massachusetts has been under its own 
official drought declaration since July 1st. Right now in Western Massachusetts, 4 cities and 
towns have voluntary water bans, while 9 have mandatory bans. It's up to you to check and 
abide by the specific water restrictions in your town or city. Chicopee Water Department 
Superintendent Alan Starzyk told 22News, no matter where you live, and whether your city or 
town has water restrictions, there are very simple things every resident can do to reduce their 
water usage. Minimize your time in the shower. To wash dishes, turn off the water after you 
lather them with soap, then rinse them all at once. It's better than keeping the water 
running. Starzyk said the average toilet uses about 3-5 gallons of water per flush. Check your 
toilets and other water fixtures to make sure nothing's leaking. The Quabbin Reservoir, which 
provides water to Chicopee, Wilbraham, and South Hadley, is down 10%.   
 
News    8/30/16   5pm     1: 30 



 
 
The drought is taking a toll on the trees here in western Massachusetts. Some of them are so 
dry and weak, they've toppled over. Eversource tree crews are out working to identify trees 
that may have been weakened by the drought.  Dead and rotting trees pose a threat to our 
power lines. Trees have been weakened and sickened by the lack of rain this year. They're 
getting stiff so they are more prone to breakage. Dried out trees can break without any 
warning. Trees and their limbs can fall and bring down electrical lines, and cause a power 
outage. If you have a tree near an Eversource powerline, they recommend you call 
Eversource and they'll come out and inspect it.   
 
News    9/07/16   5pm     1: 30 
 
Despite a few light showers and sprinkles, western Massachusetts didn't see much rain at all 
from Hermine. The dry weather may not be good for our lawns but it is having a positive 
impact on the mosquito population this summer. This is the time of year we typically see a lot 
of annoying mosquitoes around but our ongoing drought has had an effect on the mosquito 
population this year. Standing water is what mosquitoes need to breed. Whenever you have 
a drought of this magnitude you're going to find habitats that mosquitoes use have actually 
dried up and they've been dried up most of the summer. So with the reduction in habitat you 
don't have the breeding sites and you do see a reduction in population. The drought 
conditions will likely impact the fall foliage season as well. When you don't have a lot of rain it 
makes the fall foliage disappear quite quickly. I heard up north they've had a little bit more 
rain than we've had so I think if anybody travels up north they would see a lot more color than 
they would down here.   Drought conditions also tend to cause the leaves to change color 
earlier than normal. You may also start to see some bright red colors soon because the 
drought conditions can cause a concentration of sugars in the leaves.  If we get a period of 
cool nights and sunny days soon we could still end up with a pretty nice fall foliage season 
this year. 
 
News    9/14/16   6pm     1: 30 
 
It wasn't your imagination. It was hotter than normal this past summer. It felt like summer 
today and just last week temperatures were in the 90s. According to NOAA this summer was 
the 5th warmest on record across the United States. The average temperature for June 
through August was 73.5 degrees which was 2.1 degrees above the 20th century average, 
tying 2006 as the fifth warmest in 122 years of records. Connecticut and Rhode Island 
experienced their warmest summer ever on record. Here in western Massachusetts we made 
it up into the 90s, 24 times this summer and we had 2 heat waves with temperatures staying 
in the 90s for three days or more in a row. Year to date 2016 has been the third warmest year 
on record. 45 states across the country have experienced temperatures that were much 
above average from January through August. It sure felt like summer out there today with 
temperatures in the mid and upper 80s. 
 
News    9/16/16   5pm     1: 30 
 



Two Amherst public schools recently tested positive for elevated levels of lead in their 
drinking water.  The Amherst-Pelham Regional School District has been voluntarily 
participating in a state water testing program. The testing looks at whether any lead or copper 
is getting into the drinking water at the taps or fixtures. Amherst Health Department Director 
Julie Federman told 22News that taps at the Wildwood and Fort River schools recently tested 
at lead levels above the federal action level at 15 parts per billion. However, Federman said 
these were the first draw samples-meaning the water had been sitting overnight in the pipes. 
She said in both schools after water was flushed through for 30 seconds the second samples 
were below the federal limits. One parent told 22News he is confident in the school and town 
taking care of the issue. Federman said that they do not think it is the water itself that has 
lead in it.  The schools can have over 70 fixtures that need to be checked or changed. The 
Crocker Farm School also tested above federal limits last month. Test results for other 
schools in the region are expected to be released. 
 
News    9/20/16   11pm     1: 30 
 
11 of the state's 14 counties are being labeled as "natural disaster areas" because of this 
year's freeze and drought. All 4 western Massachusetts counties are in that category. When 
you go apple picking this fall, you won't see so many on the branches. But there is some 
relief on the way for farmers here. Mother Nature hasn't been kind to New England farms this 
year. Tom Calabrese' Southwick farm is one of dozens across western Massachusetts whose 
tree fruit crops were wiped out by last February's freeze, killing many of the apples we're 
supposed to have this fall. As farmers struggled, the USDA labeled all 4 western 
Massachusetts counties "natural disaster areas." But there is relief for Calabrese and other 
farmers. The USDA announced Tuesday farmers who've lost crops because of the weather 
can apply for federal funding. Farmers are now encouraged to contact their local Farm 
Service Agency office to start the application process. Calabrese said even though his apple 
crop is smaller this year, there's still plenty of pumpkins and corn. He said it's the price you 
pay when you depend on nature. Calabrese said he's received state loan, and will be 
applying for this federal funding.   
 
 



 

The following is WWLP programming addressing Government 
during the 3rd quarter of 2016.  These issues were addressed 
through our locally produced news programming. 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
News    7/01/16   5:30pm          1:30  
 
Monday is the Fourth of July, and police across the state want to remind you: fireworks are 
illegal in Massachusetts. State lawmakers have tried to legalize commercial fireworks for 
years, with no success. There was also an attempt last year to put the question before voters, 
but the measure was rejected by the attorney general's office. That's why local police 
departments are reminding the public that it's illegal for private citizens to use, possess and 
sell fireworks in Massachusetts--not just on this Fourth of July weekend, but year round. It's 
also against the law to purchase fireworks legally elsewhere, and then bring them into the 
state. 22News asked Longmeadow state Senator Eric Lesser whether fireworks should be 
legal in Massachusetts. State Sen. Eric Lesser said, "I don't. You know, I would want to talk 
to our firefighters and our fire chiefs. They're the ones that would, of course, are going to 
respond if there is an issue, so I would want to talk to them first before making any changes 
to the law."  If you plan on shooting off fireworks this weekend, be careful. Sparklers burn 
1,200 degrees Fahrenheit, so you can imagine the type of damage it can cause. 
 
News    7/01/16   6pm          1:30  
 
It was a historic day in East Longmeadow. The new town council convened for their very first 
meeting. The seven new council members were sworn in at the East Longmeadow Senior 
Center at noon. They elected Kevin Manley to be town council president, and Paul Federici 
as vice president. They then appointed DPW head Bob Peirent to be the "temporary" interim 
town manager for 30 days. Not on the agenda:  the controversy over former police chief Doug 
Mellis, who's seeking 137 thousand dollars for a one year salary. He claims he was not given 
the required one-year-notice when the previous board voted not to renew his contract. 
Despite this lingering issue, Federici and the rest of the council are staying positive. East 
Longmeadow plans to address the Chief Mills controversy at their next meeting on July 12th.  
Federici told 22News they hope to have an interim town manger by August 1st. The interview 
process for a permanent town manager could take until December. 
 
News    7/05/16   6pm          1:30  
 
There are hundreds of deteriorating bridges in Massachusetts that don't qualify for federal 
funding for repairs. Many of these small, crumbling bridges are located in western 
Massachusetts. Although the bridges are small in size, they play a large role in the 
community. The Baker administration wants to start a new Small Bridge Program that 
focuses on repairing municipally-owned bridges less than twenty-feet in length. These 
bridges don't qualify for federal funding because of their size, and many rural towns can't 
afford to fix them. Tom Tinlin, State Highway Administrator said, "Anyone of these bridges 



could be around $100,000 to $120,000-dollars, and maybe even equal to that amount in the 
engineering of it. Some municipalities, especially in the western part of the state - that would 
eat up their entire Chapter 90 allotment." The Small Bridge Program would cost taxpayers a 
total of $50-million-dollars, ten-million dollars per year for five years. Cities and towns have to 
apply for the program, and projects would be chosen based on financial need. Many of these 
smaller bridges have fallen into disrepair and are reaching the point where they can no longer 
handle the weight of the traffic. A spokeswoman for the Massachusetts Municipal Association 
said it's critical that these small bridges remain open. Victoria Sclafani, Mass. Municipal 
Association said, "It's not only an inconvenience, but it can also be a problem for public safety 
such as public safety vehicles, ambulances, and police having to take alternative 
routes." House lawmakers approved funding for the Small Bridge Program about two weeks 
ago. The Senate has yet to take it up. Many of these small bridge repairs are on hold, and the 
longer they wait, the more expensive these projects become. 
 
News    7/06/16   11pm          1:30 
 
The state's highest court wants to clarify language on the marijuana ballot question. The 
Supreme Judicial Court ordered Attorney General Maura Healey to rewrite the title and 
descriptions to prevent the question from being misleading. The title has been changed from 
"Marijuana Legalization" to "Legalization, Regulation, and Taxation of Marijuana." The court 
found the summary describing a "yes" vote didn't specify that THC and edible products would 
also become legal. The SJC  issued its ruling just hours before supporters of legalized pot 
turned in more than 25,000 additional certified signatures, more than twice the nearly 10,800 
needed to assure a spot on the ballot.  The question places no restriction on potency.   
 
News    7/06/16   5pm          1:30 
 
Advocates of recreational pot submitted more than 10-thousand signatures in support of a 
ballot question. Massachusetts voters will likely decide in November whether to legalize the 
use of marijuana for adults twenty-one and up. On Wednesday, the state's highest court 
rejected an attempt to block the question from appearing on the ballot. The ruling came just 
hours before supporters of legalized pot turned in more than 10-thousand certified signatures 
to the Secretary of State's office to secure them a spot on the November 2016 ballot. If those 
signatures are approved, Massachusetts voters will decide whether to fully legalize, regulate 
and tax the sale of marijuana in the state. Critics are worried that children could get ahold of 
popular edible products, like marijuana-infused candies and cookies. Jim Borghesani, 
Campaign to Regulate Marijuana like Alcohol said, "The Cannabis Control Commission 
already, in our initiative, has strict orders not to allow any marketing towards children 
whatsoever. Further, they have the ability to determine what products are sold." The 
campaign said they plan to spend at least $1.5-million-dollars on media advertisements, 
which will launch after Labor Day. 
 
News    7/07/16   5:30pm          1:30 
 
A bill to allow transgender people to use the public restroom that matches their gender 
identity is now on Governor Baker's desk for his review. Governor Baker could sign the 



transgender anti-discrimination bill into law as early as tonight, but he has ten days to review 
the language before he must take action. The proposal prohibits discrimination against 
transgender people in public places, including public restrooms. The bill requires the Attorney 
General to issue guidelines on how to enforce the law for those who claim to be transgender 
for a, quote, improper purpose. Critics argue that such a law would put women and children, 
and their privacy at risk. House Speaker Robert DeLeo told 22 News that he believes the 
governor will sign the bill into law. House Speaker Robert DeLeo, said, "To be Speaker of the 
House at this particular time, I think is very momentous and it's something that I'm very 
appreciative of." Again, Governor Baker has ten day to review the transgender bill. We'll let 
you know if, and when he signs the transgender bill into law. 
 
News    7/07/16   6pm          1:30 
 
Massachusetts parents are pressuring state lawmakers to require all schools to have an AED 
on hand. An AED can help revive a person's heart that suddenly stopped beating, but the 
reality is; many schools can't afford this lifesaving machine.It's a parent's worst nightmare.  
Susan Canning said, "Kevin is my nineteen-year-old son that passed away five years ago on 
Monday to sudden cardiac arrest - undiagnosed. His first event was his last 
event." Westfield's Susan Canning and several other heartbroken families drove to the State 
House in Boston Thursday, urging lawmakers to require all schools to have an AED on-site. 
The defibrillator, Canning said, could have saved her son's life and countless others when 
their hearts--suddenly stop beating. Deb Thibodeau whose son died from a cardiac 
arrest said, "To have something so simple as an AED that's only $1,000-dollars that can save 
a child's life - it's a no-brainer. It's ridiculous that we're even here doing this." An AED costs 
about $1,000-dollars. Some schools already have defibrillators, but many school districts just 
can't afford to buy a machine they may never use. As these parents wait for lawmakers to 
take action, they're actively raising money to help school districts across Massachusetts buy 
lifesaving AED's. Their hope, is that one less parent will have to suffer the pain of losing a 
child. Ralph Thibodeau, whose son died from a cardiac arrest said, "This is a lifesaving bill; 
it's that simple. AED's save lives. We understand that it's $1,000-dollars, but what is the cost 
of a young child's life?"  
 
News    7/08/16   6pm          1:30 
 
Governor Baker wants to make sure undocumented immigrants can't get a driver's license in 
Massachusetts. Activists are outraged by Governor Baker's proposal verification of legal 
status before someone could get a driver's license. Pro-immigration activists criticized 
Governor Baker's proposal that would prohibit undocumented immigrants from getting a 
driver's license in Massachusetts. Natalicia Tracy, Pro-Immigration Activist sad, "It's a shame 
that the governor is taking on such racist policies because he knows that this is going to 
impact people of color. It's going to impact immigrants of color." The state must move into 
compliance with "REAL I-D," a federal program to improve national security. Governor 
Baker's proposal would require people to prove their legal status before they can get a 
license. House Speaker Robert DeLeo told 22News, he believes the proposal will pass both 
the House and Senate. House Speaker Robert DeLeo said, "I think the most important thing 
that we had to do was to be in compliance with the federal law." The debate isn't over. More 



than fifty House and Senate Democrats signed onto a bill to bar the R-M-V from denying 
driver's licenses to people in this country illegally. They argue many undocumented 
immigrants already drive illegally, and licensing would make the roads safer. Southwick state 
Representative Nick Boldyga disagrees. State Rep. Nick Boldyga said, "We need to make 
sure people here are here lawfully. We don't know who they are; they shouldn't be receiving 
benefits. They shouldn't be receiving driver's licenses, and they shouldn't be on the roads 
here in Massachusetts." The House and Senate have until the end of July to take up these 
immigration bills before they recess for the rest of the year. 
 
News    7/8/16    5:30pm          1:30 
 
It's a major victory for the transgender community. Governor Baker spent less than 24-hours 
reviewing the transgender bill before he signed it into law Friday. The new law prohibits 
discrimination against transgender people in public places in Massachusetts. The most 
controversial part of the legislation would allow them to use public restrooms and locker 
rooms that match their gender identity, rather than the gender listed on their birth 
certificate. Critics argue the law would put women, children and their privacy at risk. The law 
requires the Attorney General to issue guidelines on how to enforce the law to deal with 
someone who might pretend to be transgender in order to harm others. Governor Charlie 
Baker said, "I believe this compromise legislation extends additional protections to the 
Commonwealth's transgender community and includes provisions to address the public 
safety concerns that were expressed by some." The new transgender anti-discrimination law 
will go into effect on October first. 
 
News    7/11/16   6pm          1:30 
 
State lawmakers want to stop young people from smoking. State lawmakers raised the 
cigarette tax three years ago, but none of that money has been spent directly on anti-smoking 
programs. It doesn't have to. Instead, a bulk of the revenues go into the General Fund. State 
lawmakers raised the gasoline and cigarette tax three years ago and so far, it's generated 
$542-million dollars in tax revenues. While money from the gas tax goes to fixing roads and 
bridges, none of the cigarette revenue has gone directly to anti-smoking programs.  State 
Sen. Jason Lewis, of the Committee on Public Health said, "We used to spend more money 
on these programs that we are today. Unfortunately because the budget is so tight, that 
money is used for health care programs." Anti-tobacco activists, instead, are now exploring 
other ways to crack down on youth smoking. Nearly nine out of ten cigarette smokers first 
tried smoking by age eighteen, according to the CDC. That's why the state Senate passed a 
bill to raise the tobacco purchasing age from eighteen to twenty-one state-wide. House 
Speaker Robert DeLeo told 22News Monday, he's unsure whether the bill will become law 
this year. House Speaker Robert DeLeo said, "Right now, I can't say that is one of the items 
that we're ready to tee up for debate. I do support it, personally." The state legislature has 
until the end of July to get tobacco legislation to Governor Baker's desk, before they recess 
for the rest of the year. The Retailers Association of Massachusetts opposes the plan, 
arguing smokers will spend their money in neighboring states where the legal age to buy 
tobacco is still eighteen. 
 



News    7/11/16   5:30pm          1:30 
 
Massachusetts shoppers might not have a sales tax holiday this year. House lawmakers 
decided not to take up a proposal last week to designate a sales tax-free weekend in August. 
The annual sales tax holiday is two days out of the year when Massachusetts shoppers can 
skip the six-and-a-quarter percent sales tax on most purchases. The tax-free weekend almost 
always lands in August to encourage people to spend their money during the slowest 
shopping month of the year. While it might save you a few bucks, the two-day tax break costs 
the state more than  $28-million-dollars in tax revenue each year. Lawmakers are still trying 
to figure out whether they can afford a tax-free weekend this year because the state is 
expecting a tax revenue shortfall that could reach one-billion-dollars. State Rep. Joe Wagner 
said, "I think, you know, as legislators representing people across this Commonwealth, we 
really love the idea of a sales tax holiday. The reality is we have to balance that against the 
fact that we are cutting budgets." State lawmakers have until the end of the month to craft a 
bill to secure a state sales tax holiday before they recess for the rest of the year. 
 
News    7/13/16   5:30pm          1:30 
 
Governor Charlie Baker filed a bill to help protect Massachusetts police officers from attack. 
The bill was inspired by fallen Auburn police officer Ron Tarentino, who was shot and killed in 
May during a traffic stop. Governor Baker wants to send a strong message that assaulting a 
police officer won't be tolerated. Right now, assault on a police officer is considered a 
misdemeanor that rarely carries any jail time. State lawmakers are considering Governor 
Baker's bill that would make assault on a cop that causes "serious bodily harm," a felony 
punishable by up to ten years in prison. Governor Charlie Baker said, “We maybe ought to 
create a slightly different category for sort of really aggressive assault on a police officer 
given, as we all now know only too well, the harm's way that they put themselves in." The 
ACLU of Massachusetts worries that recent police killings in Auburn and Dallas will fast-track 
the bill through the legislature without thorough vetting. There was a public hearing for the 
bill. We'll let you know if it moves forward for a formal vote. 
 
News    7/14/16   6pm          1:30 
 
Relief may be on the way for women who struggle to compete with their co-workers who are 
men. House Speaker Robert DeLeo told 22News, he's surprised that in 2016 there are still 
some women who earn less than men doing the same job. House lawmakers passed a bill to 
establish pay equity among men and women. According to the Massachusetts Equal Pay 
Coalition, women earn 81-cents to every dollar their male co-workers make doing 
comparable work in Massachusetts. African American and Hispanic women are most affected 
by the wage gap. The bill would clarify the definition of "comparable work," and allows 
employees to openly discuss salaries with their boss without the fear of retaliation.  House 
Speaker Robert DeLeo told 22 News he supports the bill because it's an issue of fairness. 
House Speaker Robert DeLeo said, “If two people are doing the same job, one happens to be 
a man and one happens to be a woman, and that the man is getting paid at a higher level, it's 
just obviously basic fairness." The Senate passed a similar pay equity bill. We'll let you know 
if it makes it to the Governor's desk for his signature. 



 
News    7/19/16   6pm          1:30 
 
The transgender anti-discrimination bill was signed into law less than two weeks ago. The 
organization that opposes the state's new transgender anti-discrimination law is hoping to 
repeal the measure through a ballot initiative. The Massachusetts Family Institute will attempt 
to repeal a new state law expanding transgender rights. The organization's President Andrew 
Beckwith told 22 News they must collect 32-thousand certified signatures by September to 
place the question before Massachusetts voters on the 2018 ballot. Andrew Beckwith, 
President, Mass. Family Institute said, "Even the governor himself, who initially promised to 
veto Bathroom Bill-type legislation, eventually changed his mind and didn't do what he initially 
promised to do, so now we want to put it back into the hands of the people." The new law 
prohibits discrimination against transgender people in public places, and allows them to use 
public restrooms, locker rooms and fitting rooms that match their gender identity. It also 
requires Attorney General Maura Healey to issue guidelines on how the enforce the law for 
those who pretend to be transgender to harm others. Critics argue the new law could put 
women, children and their privacy and risk. Freedom Massachusetts' Mason Dunn, a 
transgender man, disagrees. Mason Dunn, Freedom Massachusetts said, "The people who 
are truly at risk in our society, in our world today are trans youth and trans women who are 
experiencing discrimination, violence, harassment, not only in public spaces, but everywhere 
around us." The transgender anti-discrimination law goes into effect on October first. The 
Massachusetts Family Institute is planning a rally on the State House steps tomorrow to 
officially launch their repeal efforts, and 22News will be there. 
 
News    7/20/16   6pm          1:30 
 
Western Massachusetts residents don't have access to the MBTA, but you're paying for 
it.  And now congress wants to investigate the Chinese company building trains in Springfield. 
Governor Baker admitted the MBTA is in rough shape, but he highlighted the improvements 
and reforms that are being made. It's been eighteen months since catastrophic winter storms 
exposed major problems at Boston's public transportation agency. Governor Baker said the 
MBTA costs too much money, and was being poorly managed for decades. Despite reforms, 
Baker said more work still needs to be done. Governor Charlie Baker, said, "There's 
spectacular room for improvement. The bad news - the 'T' was, and still is in very tough 
shape."  Governor Baker said the 'T' is under new management, and they're taking steps to 
save money by controlling overtime costs and absenteeism. Although western 
Massachusetts residents don't have access to the 'T', you pay for it through the state gas and 
sales tax. Baker wants to drive down costs by privatizing MBTA services. Then, there's the 
Chinese rail car company, CRRC, that was awarded a lucrative contract to build new trains in 
Springfield. Members of Congress are now calling for an investigation into the company for 
receiving financial assistance from the Chinese government in order to underbid private 
competitors, and cybersecurity concerns. Chicopee state Representative Joe Wagner 
believes the Springfield facility is good for the region. State Rep. Joe Wagner said, "Those 
are jobs that will go to the local people in an area of the state that is crying out for an infusion 
of economic initiatives." Those calling for the investigation argue that CRRC's advantage is 
making it difficult for American companies to compete for contracts. 



 
News    7/20/16   6pm          1:30 
 
House lawmakers are trying to make it safer for bike riders. Lawmakers want to take sharing 
the road with bikers one step further. The Massachusetts house passed a bill Monday that 
would ticket drivers who park in bike lanes, currently penalties vary. The bill still needs to be 
passed by the senate and signed by Governor Charlie Baker. If the bill were to pass, anyone 
found parked in a marked bike lane like this one would face fines up to $100. Cyclists 
generally ride to the right of cars and trucks, which is where cities and towns tend to mark 
special bike lanes.  When a car parks in a bike lane, cyclists will merge left into the lane 
where cars and trucks travel. Representative David Rogers who filed the bill said his 
legislation will stop people from parking in these lanes if police write tickets. In congested 
areas delivery drivers have few options for legal parking. When asked about that, Rogers 
noted police would have discretion about when to ticket. The legislation does allow parking 
exceptions for emergencies. 
 
News    7/23/16   6pm          1:30 
 
Hundreds of gun owners rallied on Beacon Hill today after the state's top prosecutor 
announced she'll be stepping up enforcement of the state's assault weapons ban. 
Massachusetts Attorney General Maura Healey wants to crack down on "copycat guns" 
under the state's assault weapons ban. The Gun Owners' Action League views the move as 
an attack on their rights. Hundreds of angry gun owners rallied on the State House steps 
Saturday under sweltering temperatures. Protesters behind are frustrated after Attorney 
General Maura Healey closed what she calls, a loophole in the state's assault weapons ban. 
Thomas Montgomery said, "We have the right to bear arms, and if you let these politicians 
chip away at it - you lose it forever." Attorney General Healey is cracking down on the sale 
and manufacture of what she calls "copycat weapons" in Massachusetts. Healey said gun 
manufacturers make minor tweaks to weapons, such as removing the flash suppressor, to 
bypass the state's assault weapons ban. Natick state Representative David Linsky said these 
changes don't make the guns any less deadly, and pointed to several high-profile mass 
shootings across the country. State Rep. David Linsky said, "I applaud her in taking the 
initiative and making sure that these weapons of war that were designed to kill as many 
people as possible are not legal in Massachusetts." One protester disagrees, telling 22 News 
he feels as though Attorney General Healey is targeting lawful gun owners. Dave King said, 
"Why doesn't she concentrate on going after the criminals, tougher enforcement of the law - 
leave the gun owners alone!" Westfield state Senator Don Humason also believes Healey 
has gone too far. He plans to file legislation to limit the Attorney General's authority to 
interpret the state's law gun laws. State Sen. Don Humason said, "Weapons in the hands of 
criminals are going to do bad things, but in the hands of law abiding citizens, they do good 
things. They protect families." Attorney General Healey said roughly ten thousand copycat 
weapons were sold in Massachusetts last year. The state's assault weapons ban went into 
effect in 1998. 
 
News    7/24/16   10pm          1:30 
 



Massachusetts is one step closer to passing a law that could help prevent drunk driving. On 
July 23rd the Massachusetts senate passed life-saving drunk driving legislation that would 
require first time drunk driving offenders to use an ignition interlock. Drivers will be required to 
blow into a device before their car will start. Legislators hope this will prevent repeat drunk 
driving offenses. Prior to this legislation, Massachusetts drivers had to use the ignition 
interlock if they had 2 drunk driving offenses. 28 states have similar laws including NY, 
Connecticut, New Hampshire and Maine. According to a recent MADD report, ignition 
interlocks have prevented drunk drivers from starting their vehicles an astounding 37,983 
times since 2006. 
 
News    7/26/16   5:30pm          1:30 
 
Governor Baker said he'll sign a new law to require equal pay for equal work. Top state 
leaders told me women are still being discriminated against in the workplace. They hope this 
bill will change that. In Massachusetts, women on average earn 82-cents for every dollar their 
male coworkers make for the same type of work. African American and Hispanic women are 
most affected by the wage gap. The state legislature sent Governor Baker a bill to hold 
employers accountable for wage violations that stem from gender discrimination. The 
proposal also bans companies from asking prospective employees about their salary history, 
unless they've been offered a job. Governor Baker told 22News he plans to hold a bill signing 
ceremony for activists and legislators next week. Governor Charlie Baker said, "We do 
anticipate signing it. I think we're going to try and do that sometime early next week to give 
the legislature a chance to get to the end of the session." The state legislature plans to hold 
Saturday and Sunday sessions to accommodate lawmakers who are attending the 
Democratic National Convention in Philadelphia this week. 
 
News    7/29/16   5pm          1:30 
 
Welcome news for people with busy schedules around election time this year you'll be able to 
vote early. The state's first early voting period is expected to get more people to the polls. 
22News found out how town clerks are trying to organize it all. Massachusetts voters won't 
have to wait until Election Day to vote this year. Voters will be able to cast ballots starting 
October 24th, in a 10 day early voting period. This is the result of the 2014 election reform 
going into effect this year. This early voting period was created to get more people voting and 
help reduce your wait time at the polls. Roberta Wilmore said, “Early voting is very useful. 
Whatever you can do to get more people to vote you should do. If we're free to vote we 
should vote.” 95 town clerks met Friday at Look Park in Northampton for their annual summer 
meeting. They explored ways to ensure a fair process. Nancy Talbot the Ware Town Clerk 
said, “This is new to Massachusetts. We are expecting a heavy turnout in smaller 
communities we're not sure so we have to plan accordingly.” Andrew Dowd the Northborough 
Town Clerk said, “Fortunately we can use election workers to help out during that time in the 
office and hopefully make that process a good one for the people who come out to vote 
early.” The early voting period is different from absentee voting. It allows voters to go to their 
local town hall to vote in the 10-days leading up to Election Day. Many communities will also 
offer additional times for early voting, including evenings and weekends. The early voting will 



not affect absentee ballots, which will still be available for people who are unable to get the 
polls. 
 
News    8/2/16    5:30pm          1:30 
 
State lawmakers voted to override Governor Baker's veto, and restore critical funding to help 
combat the deadly opioid epidemic here in western Massachusetts. Governor Charlie Baker 
vetoed all funding for Regional Opioid Task Forces in an effort to balance the budget, as the 
state deals with a tax revenue shortage. The Task Force brings together law enforcement, 
the district attorney's office, and the health care community to deal with the heroin and 
prescription drug crisis on several fronts. Last year, more than fifteen-hundred Massachusetts 
residents died of a drug overdose, according to state data. Increased Funding will help 
prevent future deaths by adding new treatment beds and expanding the availability of 
Nalaxone. State lawmakers restored $300-thousand dollars to the Franklin County Regional 
Opioid Task Force. Senate President Stan Rosenberg told 22 News the Franklin County 
program has become a national model. Senate President Stanley Rosenberg said, "They've 
been doing some really groundbreaking work and to have vetoed the entire $300,000 dollars 
taking all of their funding would've meant that they would've gone out of business." The 
legislature also restored $112-thousand dollars to help police better investigate drug crimes.   
 
News    8/8/16    5:30pm          1:30 
 
While most of the attention on this year's Presidential race has been focused on Hillary 
Clinton and Donald Trump, a man familiar to Massachusetts residents is also in the race. 
Two former Governors hope to give voters another option in November, when they go to elect 
a new President of the United States. Former New Mexico Governor Gary Johnson, and this 
familiar face -- former Massachusetts Governor Bill Weld hope to secure the Libertarian 
party's ticket in this year's race for the White House. Weld was the state's Republican 
governor from 1991 to 1997. The two hope to appeal to voters who are tired of partisan 
politics. On Monday, Governor Weld turned in the final round of signatures needed to secure 
space for the Johnson-Weld Libertarian presidental ticket on the Massachusetts ballot. Weld 
addressed Secretary of State William Galvin's criticism that a vote for a third-party candidate 
is a quote "waste." Bill Weld, Libertarian Vice Presidential Candidate said, "My analysis, 
however, is as I was saying before - we have a path to run right up the middle and win the 
whole thing here. In fact, that's what I think is going to happen." Election Day is set for 
Tuesday, November 8th. 
 
News    8/9/16    6pm          1:30 
 
The state wants to give cities and towns more independence. The new law eliminates 
outdated rules and regulations that make it difficult for mayors and town managers to move 
projects forward. Governor Charlie Baker signed a new law Tuesday giving cities and towns 
more independence and flexibility to carry out their responsibilities. He described this 
legislation as long overdue. Governor Charlie Baker said, “The thing we should all remember 
here is that's the most comprehensive update of state and municipal finance and operations 
in probably fifty years." After hearing from Mayors and local officials, Lieutenant Governor 



Karyn Polito said it was clear that communities were bogged down by outdated regulations. 
Those barriers made it difficult for cities and towns to access critical funding and to move 
forward with projects. Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito said, "Give more control to cities and towns 
across our Commonwealth to make their decisions, streamline the oversight that our state 
has over local government." North Adams City Councilor Lisa Blackmer, who also leads the 
Massachusetts Municipal Association told 22News this new law gives cities and towns more 
control over their own savings accounts. Lisa Blackmer said, “It's the seemingly smallest 
issues way down in the weeds that drive us nuts and costs us time and money, and this is 
particularly an issue in the smaller cities and towns where we have limited staff." The new 
municipal finance reform law will go into effect in 90-days, but parts of the law will take longer 
to implement. The new law does not deal with concerns over liquor license distribution. That's 
something lawmakers will likely look at in January. 
 
News    8/10/16   6pm          1:30 
 
Governor Baker signed a new law aimed at attracting businesses to Massachusetts, and 
creating much needed jobs. This new economic development law is expected to cost 
taxpayers close to $1-billion-dollars over several years, and Governor Baker believes it is 
money well spent. Governor Charlie Baker signed a new jobs creation bill into law 
Wednesday, surrounded by state lawmakers and business leaders. The new law authorizes 
close to one- billion dollars in borrowed spending to lure businesses to Massachusetts, and in 
turn create jobs. Governor Charlie Baker said, “There's almost $1-billion-dollars in here, 
which we believe this has tremendous capacity to leverage far more than that over the course 
of five years, six years here in the Commonwealth." The money will be spent helping 
developers revitalize downtowns, develop more housing and ensure the unemployed have 
access to workforce training. State Rep. Joe Wagner said, “The authorization allows the 
administration to cherry pick from initiatives that we think are important. The MassWorks 
initiative today is always going to be important." The new law directs half-a-billion dollars to 
the MassWorks program, which allows cities and towns to access critical funding for projects 
that bring businesses and jobs to the Commonwealth. Mayor Richard Kos of Chicopee said, 
“Programs like this allow us to do improvements, to do infrastructure investments that really 
become seed money for further investment." The new law also dedicates $45-million-dollars 
to help communities clean-up contaminated property, which can then be sold to developers. 
 
News    8/15/16   5:30pm          1:30 
 
Governor Charlie Baker signed off on tens of millions of dollars today to help lift 
Massachusetts communities out of homelessness. Governor Baker awarded more than $90-
million-dollars in state and federal funds to help cities and towns build affordable housing 
units. The $90-million-dollars will help sixteen Massachusetts communities create and 
maintain more than fourteen-hundred rental units. While 30-percent of the funds will go to 
Boston, four western Massachusetts communities qualify for the money, too --Belchertown, 
Great Barrington, Orange and three housing projects in Springfield. Governor Baker said 
expanding affordable housing will get families out of homeless hotels, and into more stable 
living conditions. Baker told 22News there were roughly fifteen-hundred families living in 
homeless hotels and motels when he first took office in January 2015. Today, that number is 



just below 330 families statewide. Governor Charlie Baker said, "Our goal is to try to get that 
number down to zero. We said we'd get it down by the end of our administration. I think we're 
going to be way ahead of that." The Baker administration plans to spend one-billion-dollars 
over five years to expand and preserve affordable housing units. 
 
News    8/16/16   5:30pm          1:30 
 
A Beacon Hill bill hopes to prevent foreclosures and help families to stay in their home. 
Springfield state Representative Jose Tosado filed a bill to allow cities and towns to use their 
existing power to protect residents from the health and safety impacts of foreclosure. The 
state's foreclosure rates are on the rise, according to the Massachusetts Alliance Against 
Predatory Lending. The advocacy group is urging state lawmakers to pass a law to clarify 
whether cities and towns can establish programs to protect residents from foreclosure. Six 
western Massachusetts banks challenged a pre-foreclosure mediation program that was put 
in place in Springfield. In 2014, the state's highest court decided that it's up to the state to 
determine whether municipalities can create anti-foreclosure programs. One advocate told 
22News that mediation programs help prevent blight in neighborhoods. Grace Ross, Mass. 
Alliance Against Predatory Lending said, "Sitting with an authorized representative who's got 
all the paperwork, because that's required for a mediation, makes all the difference."  The bill 
could come up for a vote this year, but it's unlikely. 
 
News    8/17/16   5:30pm           1:30 
 
The state's highest court rejected the so-called "pipeline tax". Senate President Stanley 
Rosenberg of Amherst said the Supreme Judicial Court's decision is a major victory for the 
region. The proposed "pipeline tax" would've allowed utility companies to pass on the cost of 
building a new natural gas pipeline to ratepayers. The state's highest court ruled that 
charging customers in advance for a gas pipeline is prohibited under state law. The SJC's 
decision effectively killed the controversial Northeast Energy Direct project. The natural gas 
company Kinder Morgan wanted to build 120-miles of new gas pipeline through parts of 
western Massachusetts. Governor Charlie Baker refused to share his thoughts on the ruling. 
Governor Charlie Baker refused to share his thoughts on today's ruling. Governor Charlie 
Baker said, "I haven't read the ruling yet. I know it came out this morning, but I'm not going to 
comment on it until I've had a chance to review it." The Massachusetts Petroleum Council 
said in a statement that this is a major step backwards for Bay State residents who pay some 
of the highest energy costs in the nation. 
 
News    8/22/16   5:30pm           1:30 
 
The state is taking steps to better educate medical students on the dangers of prescription 
drug abuse. Governor Charlie Baker is partnering with medical schools to develop a core 
curriculum for aspiring nurses and doctors to deal with drug addiction prevention and pain 
management. More than fifteen-hundred Massachusetts residents died from a heroin or 
prescription drug overdose in 2015. The state is trying to improve the way doctors, nurses 
and prospective medical professionals treat pain, especially with prescription drugs. The 
Baker administration collaborated with the state's medical schools to develop this new set of 



core competencies for students. It'll involve evaluating the patient's pain, and checking their 
risk for substance abuse disorders. The framework is centered on how substance abuse is a 
chronic disease -- and to eliminate the stigma around addiction. Governor Charlie Baker said, 
"We're going to be fortunate enough to have students who will graduate who go out into 
programs that, in some respects, will be teaching up to many of their colleagues on the 
clinical side." All four of the state's medical schools are on board with the new curriculum, 
including UMass Medical School. 
 
News    8/24/16   6pm           1:30 
 
A new law is in the books to allow people to rescue animals trapped in cars in extreme 
weather. Many times, a bystander has only minutes to save an animal trapped in a hot car. 
This new law protects them from civil liability. Surrounded by adorable puppies and dogs, 
Governor Charlie Baker ceremoniously signed a new law to protect animals trapped in a hot 
or cold car. Governor Charlie Baker said, "This law is a great example of Massachusetts 
stepping up on behalf of animals, and dogs and pet owners especially, but also good 
Samaritans." The new law prohibits people from leaving their pets confined in the car in 
extreme weather conditions. On an eighty-degree day, the inside of a car can heat up to 110-
degrees in just ten minutes. Under the new law, first responders and bystanders who see a 
pet trapped in a hot or cold car can break the window to rescue the animal. State Senator 
Mark Montigny sponsored the bill. He told 22News he believes the animal comes first, not the 
car window. State Sen. Mark Montigny said, "Let's face it. If we're fortunate enough that a first 
responder actually witnesses the act, they can save the animal. Most of the time it's a civilian 
who is concerned any liability. They're now indemnified." Violators could face fines ranging 
from $150-dollars, all the way up to $500-dollars for repeat offenses. Pet owners would only 
be able to get their animal back once all charges and fines have been paid. The new law also 
limits the amount of time an animal can be chained up outside, from 24-hours to a maximum 
of five hours. 
 
News    8/29/16   6pm           1:30 
 
New England governors welcomed eastern Canadian leaders to Boston to explore ways to 
meet the region's clean energy needs. The conference is all about forming strong 
partnerships to lower energy costs for residents in the Northeast. Governor Charlie Baker sat 
alongside other New England governors and eastern Canadian Premiers for a day-long talk 
about clean energy. Governor Charlie Baker said, “I think the fact that we were able to secure 
an opportunity to do something on long term contract basis with respect to hydro in 
Massachusetts was certainly a big deal." The focus -- innovative technology, reducing 
pollution and working collaboratively to reduce energy costs for ratepayers. Maine Governor 
Paul LePage said although the region is making great strides in bringing clean energy into 
the area, New England needs to be more competitive. Governor Paul LePage said, “That's 
one area that I constantly hop on because Texas is a very powerful state, Florida." 
Massachusetts leaders are exploring ways to bring more energy to the state as older power 
plants go offline. A new state law directs utility companies to research and buy hydroelectric 
and offshore wind power -- possibly from Canada. New Brunswick Premier Brian Gallant 
described it as a budding industry. Premier Brian Gallant said, "There's no doubt that by 



working together we're going to be able to move the economy of both of our sides of the 
border forward, and of course we're going to work together to combat climate change.” The 
governors and premiers are at Fenway Park right now watching the Red Sox play the Tampa 
Bay Rays. 
 
News    8/31/16   5:30pm           1:30 
 
Thirty candidates running for office in Massachusetts have promised to refuse campaign 
donations from big oil companies. "350 Mass Action" is the group leading the "Clean Money 
for Climate Pledge." Their Executive Director said it's about making sure campaign 
contributions don't influence major policy decisions. The "Clean Money for Climate Pledge" 
asks candidates running for state office to refuse campaign donations of more than $200-
dollars from major energy companies. That list includes: B-P, Chevron, Eversource, Kinder 
Morgan and National Grid among others. Several Democrats vying for seats in western 
Massachusetts have taken the pledge. "350 Mass Action" wants the state to lean more 
toward renewable energy, instead of expanding natural gas. Craig Altemose, Executive 
Director, 350 Mass Action said, “We really looked at who've been making the biggest 
contributions and also who has the most to gain from trying to exercise influence over the 
political process and discussions about energy policy here in the state." Governor Baker 
signed a new law this month expanding clean energy, but he's also expressed interest in 
expanding natural gas capacity. 
 
News    9/1/16    6pm           1:30 
 
CVS Pharmacy has agreed to strengthen their policies when it comes to dispensing addictive 
drugs. Attorney General Maura Healey said CVS failed to provide pharmacy staff with 
internet access needed to check a patient's prescription history before dispensing powerful 
painkillers. CVS will implement tougher policies across Massachusetts. An Attorney General's 
office investigation found that CVS pharmacists were filling powerful prescription drugs for 
patients who had been flagged by MassHealth for receiving an unusually high volume of 
painkillers. Maura Healey, Mass. Attorney General said, "The pharmacist went ahead and 
filled the prescription not submitting a MassHealth claim, but instead taking a cash payment 
for that prescription. That's not how the program is supposed to work." The AG also found 
that up until March 2013, CVS failed to provide pharmacists with internet access needed to 
check a patient's history before filling addictive drug prescriptions. The pharmacy chain 
agreed to pay a $795-thousand-dollar settlement to the state, and promised to strengthen 
opioid policy. CVS pharmacists in Massachusetts will now be required to check the 
prescription monitoring program before dispensing powerful painkillers. The program 
prevents people from doctor shopping for drugs. Cmr. Monica Bharel, M.D., Dept. of Public 
Health said, "This is our new online PMP system that is totally redesigned to allow for faster, 
more user friendly access to critical prescription information." The opioid crisis killed more 
than fifteen-hundred Massachusetts residents last year. A bulk of that settlement money will 
be spent on opioid prevention and treatment services. 
 
News    9/2/16    6pm           1:30 
 



Massachusetts new transgender rights law will go into effect next Month. A controversial 
state law will take effect on October 1st to prohibit discrimination against transgender people 
in public spaces. Attorney General Maura Healey issued a set of guidelines to help police and 
business owners comply with the new law. Maura Healey said, “To issue guidance that's 
practical, that's workable, that's going to help businesses and other places of public 
accommodations here in the state to implement the transgender equality law." Once the law 
kicks in, transgender people will be able to use the public restroom, locker room and dressing 
room that matches their gender identity, rather than their biological sex. Under the AG's 
guidelines, businesses should trust that people are using the correct restroom unless there's 
reason to believe someone is acting improperly. In that case, a business can remove that 
person and call the police. A ballot campaign is under way hoping to repeal the transgender 
law in 2018. Chanel Prunier, Chairwoman, "Keep MA Safe" said, “The regulations and the 
law - neither of them do anything to define gender identity beyond a person's feeling, and so 
it's very hard to prove or disprove how somebody feels which will make it very difficult to 
weed out individuals who want to misuse the law." Examples of improper or illegal conduct in 
restrooms are: loitering to observe others, harassing or threatening employees or patrons, 
and taking pictures or videos of people without their permission. 
 
News    9/08/16   11pm     1: 30 
 
For the first time in more than 40 years, Hampden County will have a new Sheriff. Michael 
Ashe is retiring. The field of candidates to replace him was narrowed down. 22News Nick 
Cocchi, an assistant Superintendent at the Jail and the winner of the Democratic 
Primary. Nick Cocchi won a highly contested campaign. He will the democratic for Hamden 
County Sheriff this November.  When his supporters found out the results from 22News they 
were ecstatic. Cocchi defeated former Springfield mayor Mike Albano who is governor's 
council member and Tom Ashe a Springfield city councilor. Cocchi said all this hard work of 
campaigning for 2 plus years finally paid off. Cocchi said, “I love my staff I love the men and 
women that work there, uniformed or not, it will be my pleasure to extend my hand tomorrow 
and say let's walk the rest of this walk together.” In November Cocchi will face independent 
James Gill and Republican John Comerford to become the next Hampden County Sheriff. 
 
News    9/13/16   6pm     1: 30 
 
Health care costs continue to rise. West Springfield state Senator Jim Welch told 22News the 
same hospital services are more expensive in Boston than they are in Springfield. A state-
appointed commission is trying to figure out why, and come up with a possible "fix." State 
Rep. Jeffrey Sanchez, Chair, CMTE. on Health Care Financing said, “It's complex, and it's 
controversial and I think that this group was brought together to have a frank discussion 
about where do we go." Health care is expensive, and services can be priced even higher 
depending on the hospital. A 23-member panel will spend the next several months studying 
why some health providers charge more than others for comparable care. West Springfield 
state Senator Jim Welch said the price variations hit smaller community hospitals the hardest. 
State Sen. Jim Welch said, “Why some providers are more costly than others. For example, 
why does it cost more to go to a Boston hospital for the same service that it may cost to go to 
a hospital in Springfield." The panel's planning nine meetings to explore whether pricing 



should be regulated, and how it could impact hospitals, insurance companies, patients and 
small businesses. Connie Englert, Health Care Pricing Commission said, “As the cost keeps 
going up and up, our ability to offer employees the best health insurance options sometimes 
can be compromised." The Health Care Pricing Commission plans to release their final report 
on March 15th of next year.  Lawmakers could use that report to craft legislation. The 
commission expects health care costs to continue to rise. They're trying to determine whether 
to pass a law to control prices. 
 
News    9/15/16   6pm     1: 30 
 
Legalizing Recreational marijuana is one of the most controversial questions on the 
November ballot. Lieutenant Governor Karyn Polito is rallying against Ballot Question 4, 
which would legalize, regulate and tax the sale of recreational pot. Election Day is just eight 
weeks away. Lieutenant Governor Karyn Polito is urging mayors and local leaders to 
campaign against the ballot question to fully legalize recreational marijuana in 
Massachusetts. Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito said, “We need to work in an election year where 
there's a higher turnout of voters to educate and inform the voters as to why they should vote 
'no' on Question 4." The proposal allows adults over 21 to buy and grow recreational pot. If 
voters approve Question 4, a state commission would oversee and regulate the marijuana 
industry, and buyers would pay a 10-percent sales tax. Massachusetts Municipal Association 
President Lisa Blackmer expressed major concerns about marijuana edibles and people 
driving high. Lisa Blackmer, President, Mass. Municipal Association said, "What I'm 
wondering is how to you enforce the Open Container Law? How do you decide what are my 
gummy bears and what are my recreational gummy bears if they're in my car?" Despite 
strong opposition from top state leaders, ballot question supporters maintain that full 
legalization would improve public safety. Will Luzier, "Yes on 4" Campaign said, "Those 
people are being driven to the criminal market where they're buying untested product and we 
believe, and I believe that young folks understand that a safer market is what's proposed by 
our initiative." Voters will decide Tuesday, November 8th. Voters decriminalized Possession 
of less than one ounce of marijuana in 2008. Medical marijuana was legalized four years 
later. 
 
News    9/21/16   5:30pm    1: 30 
 
The state is studying the impacts of gambling before a casino opens in Massachusetts. 
Massachusetts is required to research the social and economic impacts of gambling under 
the state's gaming law. And the study isn't limited to just casino gambling. UMass 
researchers are studying the possible impacts daily fantasy sports, lottery tickets and horse 
racing could have on the residents. Their findings show men are three-times more likely to 
develop a gambling problem than women and African Americans are four times more likely to 
have a gambling problem than whites. The state hopes to use the data to prevent problem 
gambling, especially in casino host cities and surrounding communities. Marlene Warner, 
Exec. Director, Mass. Council of Compulsive Gambling said, "There are many groups at high 
risk for a gambling disorder, and folks with a lower socio-economic status, certain age groups 
and certain ethnic groups certainly will end up with at least being at a higher risk." The study 



also found expanded gaming has positive impacts as well. It creates job opportunities, 
housing, increased tax revenues and tourism. 
 
News    9/26/16   6pm     1: 30 
 
Certain nursing home employees are set to get a pay raise this fall, but the Baker 
administration's interpretation of the law could neglect the lowest paid workers. The debate 
focuses on the interpretation of three words: "direct care staff." Governor Baker believes the 
law covers only those who have direct contact with nursing home patients, but advocates 
disagree. The Baker administration is at odds with the union representing some of the state's 
lowest paid nursing home workers. A new law that takes effect in November will provide pay 
raises to nursing home employees considered "direct care staff." Governor Charlie Baker 
said, "There's kind of a standard definition of direct care, and direct care means people who 
have direct contact with or involved with the direct contact to patients." Advocates are worried 
the Baker administration's interpretation of the law could leave out the lowest-paid workers in 
nursing homes: such as housekeepers and those who prepare food. That includes tens of 
thousands of workers in Massachusetts. Senate President Stanley Rosenberg told 22News 
many of these employees struggle to get by earning ten to eleven dollars an hour. Senate 
President Stanley Rosenberg said, "A lot of these folks have to work two and three jobs to be 
able to support their families, and if they have to turn to the government for food and fuel and 
rent subsidy - something's wrong in the system." Governor Baker said he has a pretty open 
mind about the situation. He said, "I want to see what the comments had to say, and if people 
want to think differently about this than we have historically we're open to thinking differently 
about it." The pay raises are set to take effect in November. We'll let you know if the Baker 
administration makes any changes. 
 
News    9/27/16   11pm     1: 30 
 
There are concerns over the plan to relocate fifty-one refugees to Hampshire County. The 
refugees will be coming to western Massachusetts from Syria, Burundi and the Congo. 
Governor Baker said last week that the federal government would have to qualify the families, 
and make sure they meet certain standards before they can relocate. Worthington state 
Representative Stephen Kulik told 22 News there's very little the state can do. State Rep. 
Stephen Kulik said, "I don't think there's a role for state government in what is a federal 
program of immigration and refugee settlement. Certainly any public safety concerns are 
carried out at the local level through local police departments." About 200 Syrian refugees 
have resettled to Massachusetts since Governor Baker took office last year. 
 
 
News    9/28/16   5:30pm    1: 30 
 
Massachusetts Attorney General Maura Healey wants the state to intervene early to prevent 
domestic violence. Attorney general Maura Healey is teaming up with the New England 
Patriots to teach high school students to build healthy relationships, and how to identify signs 
of abuse. Four western Massachusetts schools have been selected to participate in Phase 2 
of the "Game Change Program", where high school students will learn different techniques to 



spot signs of violent relationships, and how to intervene. Chicopee High School, Holyoke 
High School, Pittsfield High and Springfield Central High School will take part in the year-long 
program. The goal is to give young people the tools to prevent sexual assault, and to provide 
resources to survivors. State Rep. John Velis said, "We need to get out of the mode a little bit 
in schools of just teaching to prepare someone for these standardized tests, and teaching 
them some of the things that might actually matter in life in addition to that stuff." The first 
phase of the "Game Change Program" took place earlier this year, and focused on educating 
faculty about how to prevent domestic violence among teenagers. 
  
News    9/29/16   6pm     1: 30 
 
The state wants to partner with local police departments to crack down people who abuse 
SNAP benefits, what we used to call "food stamps." The Department of Transitional 
Assistance hopes that by sharing data statewide, police departments will have an easier time 
identifying retailers who take advantage of people's SNAP benefits. The Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program, or "SNAP," is a federal program that provides low-income 
families, the elderly and disabled with EBT cards to buy groceries. Lieutenant Governor 
Karyn Polito told 22 News Thursday that people are abusing these benefits that are paid for 
by you, the taxpayers. Lt. Governor Karyn Polito said, “There are people out there that could 
be using that cash, instead of for health and wellness and food and the things that they're 
intended for, for perhaps drugs or gambling or prostitution which is definitely not what it's 
intended for." It's an illegal practice known as "SNAP trafficking," when a retailer will take E-
B-T cards, and turn those benefits to cash - usually pocketing some of that money. 
Department of Transitional Assistance Commissioner Jeff McCue said the agency has taken 
steps to crack down on SNAP traffickers through data collection.  CMR. Jeff McCue, Dept. of 
Transitional Assistance said, "It allows us to track every single EBT purchase and be able to 
look at certain trends and other types of evidence that can be used in terms of investigation 
and ultimately in a successful prosecution." Now, the state is working to partner with local 
police departments to share that information across the commonwealth. More than 100 police 
departments are on board so far.  $1.2 billion-dollars in federal SNAP benefits will be 
distributed in Massachusetts this year. 
 
 
News    9/30/16   5:30pm    1: 30 
 
Massachusetts voters will cast their ballot in 38 days. A new poll by U-Mass Amherst and 
WBZ shows that likely Massachusetts voters are favoring charter school expansion. The poll 
results show that 49-percent of likely voters support Question 2, which would pave the way 
for up to a dozen new charter schools in Massachusetts each year. 39-percent are against 
the ballot question, and 12-percent aren't sure how they'll vote in November. The majority of 
those polled who support expanding charter schools identify as conservatives between 30 to 
54-years-old, and earn more than $100-thousand-dollars each year. Critics argue that charter 
schools siphon state funding from district schools that serve the majority of students. State 
Rep. Alice Peisch, Chair, CMTE. on Education said, "The biggest difference between districts 
and charters quite frankly is that those charters that are not performing get shut down, and 
those that whereas in the district - there's a much more cumbersome process for improving 



the schools. I think that's something that we really need to address." The deadline to register 
to vote for the November 8th Election is October 19th. Early voting will begin on October 24th.   
 



 
 

The following is WWLP programming addressing Health-
Smoking during the 3rd quarter of 2016.  These issues were 
addressed through our locally produced news programming. 
 
 
News    7/01/16   10pm           1:30 
 
According to the Centers for Disease control there are 25-thousand new cases of Lyme 
disease every month. The fiscal 2017 State Budget Bill has a provision mandating insurance 
companies cover long term treatment for Lyme disease. This most common treatment 
includes the use of antibiotics. But Nurse Practitioner Hassahn Borhot told 22News a tick bite 
does not always mean you need to seek medical treatment. Borhot said, "If you get that tick 
off of you and there are no remaining fragments, specifically the head, and you find that the 
tick is not engorged, then the likelihood of transmission is very, very, small." Ticks are found 
in tall grass, bushes and heavily wooded areas. Lyme disease symptoms include a rash, joint 
pain, fatigue and headaches. 

 

News    7/05/16   5pm           1:30 

 

When you go outside, for whatever reason.  Don't forget to put on sun screen.  Reapply, 
reapply, and reapply. Some people tend to underestimate how strong the sun is.  Depending 
on the day and how sunny it is, sometimes it only takes minutes to get burned.  Skin cancers 
are the most common cancer, and can usually be prevented.  Sun screen is your best friend 
in the summer.  When you buy sun screen, in addition to the SPF make sure it says Broad 
Spectrum Cover.  Dr. Yolanda Lenzy, a dermatologist, told 22News no matter what sun 
screen you get, you have to reapply it. She said, “I recommend to my patients SPF 30 or 
higher, studies have been done where the higher the SPF doesn’t necessarily mean more 
protection, you don’t have to look for a SPF of 100 or 75 the key is to reapply every 2 to 3 
hours.” It’s important to remember even on a cloudy day you can still get burnt just because 
you can't see the sun necessarily at that time doesn’t mean the sun isn’t there. Sunscreen 
does not last all day, especially when you sweat or go into the water, it dissolves. Some 
common mistakes people make is not applying sunscreen when there's no sun, there's still a 
chance of getting burnt. Dr. Lenzy also recommended doing self-exams for skin cancer.  Any 
changes of moles or your skin should be checked out right away. Early detection makes a 
huge difference. For extra protection you can buy clothes that have UPF factor of 50 in them, 
meaning this will help to reflect the sun.  And wearing a hat and sunglasses helps too. 

 

News    7/05/16   6pm           1:30 

 

According to the Centers for Disease Control, an American dies from a stroke every 4 
minutes. The Holyoke medical center sees several hundred stroke cases a year and has a 
well-run system in place for diagnosing and treating patients. Medical experts say more than 



795,000 people in the United States have a stroke every year. Common symptoms of a 
stroke include loss of speech, change in vision, difficulties balancing, memory loss and 
severe headaches. If an individual believes they are having a stroke they should call 911 right 
away. Registered Nurse Angela Smith told 22News symptoms can come on suddenly, and 
getting immediate care is incredibly important. She said, "They go directly from the 
ambulance to the catscan and we look at that scan to see if we can tell if they are bleeding in 
the brain which helps us diagnose what kind of stroke."  Smith told 22News that 85% of 
strokes are caused by blood clots. When detected early enough, this can be treated with a 
medication called TPA. Medical experts say Delayed treatment can lead to residual deficits 
such as muscle weakness and difficulties speaking. The Holyoke medical center has 
received the gold plus award for stroke care for the past 8 years in a row.  

 

News    7/07/16   6pm           1:30 

 

The Zika virus has caused an international health concern. Many people here and abroad are 
worried about contracting the mosquito born virus Zika, but that isn't the only illness that 
mosquitos can carry. According to health experts mosquitos transmit diseases that directly 
infect humans, but they also carry parasites that dogs and horses are very susceptible 
to.  State Public Health Veterinarian Catherine Brown told 22News that while Zika is a source 
of concern, there are other more prevalent diseases to worry about here in western 
Massachusetts.  She said, "Zika Virus is likely to remain an imported disease where people 
who are travelling are at risk, what we really need to focus on here in Massachusetts with our 
local health partners is the transmission of West Nile virus and Triple E." Symptoms of both 
West Nile virus and Triple E include headaches, fevers and chills. Experts say personal 
protection remains the foundation for preventing mosquito borne illnesses. Use a repellant, 
wear light colored clothing, and when possible avoid outdoor exposure between dusk and 
dawn. Health officials say dry weather and higher temperatures actually support faster 
breeding of mosquitos, so it's especially important to take extra precautions during the 
summer months. 

 

News    7/13/16   11pm           1:30 

 

Humidity can make it hard to breathe if you have lung issues. Humid air almost has a texture 
you can feel. And breathing hot humid air can aggravate asthma symptoms. Summer is here, 
which often means heat, haze and humidity. For people with lung issues, triple-H weather 
can make it difficult to breathe. The heat can be a real problem. When you get hot, your body 
has to work harder. Your metabolism speeds up. And your body temperature rises. For the 
elderly, muggy weather can cause heat stroke. West Springfield's Director of Public Health 
told 22News on a day like today, seniors should stay indoors where it's air conditioned and 
cooler. Everyone should drink plenty of fluids, even kids. Dr. Helfand said children are more 
resilient than seniors. Experts recommended you stay in a cool place and take it 
easy. Exercise after the sun goes down, and Avoid alcohol. Heat and Humidity can aggravate 
your allergies. Dr. Helfand recommends you take an allergy pill before you have trouble. 

 

News    7/20/16   5:30pm           1:30 

 



A new poll from UMass is putting the focus on sports concussions. The poll from UMass 
Lowell found that 94% believe it's a public health issue and 65% say it's a major problem. 
Football training camps will start soon, but it's not the only sport under the 
microscope. Hockey, soccer and NASCAR have also been dealing with athlete concussions. 
The poll found more people are aware of the issue and want something done. More than 75% 
don't think tackling should be allowed before age 14 and more than half say the NFL isn't 
doing enough to protect players. One man told 22News he thinks uniform technology 
advancements are helping athletes. Kenneth McKeon said, “They have much better helmets 
that are padded. Baseball, football, basketball, anything. Sports are very important. It's unity. 
It's togetherness on a team. I think anyone who gets a head injury should seek some type of 
psychiatric help.” Medical evidence links concussions to Chronic Traumatic Encephalopathy 
or CTE, a brain disease that can cause memory loss, depression and mood swings. 87 of 91 
former football players who donated their brains to science tested positive for it. 

 

News    7/20/16   5pm           1:30 

 

Roughly 10 million people worldwide, including many across Western Massachusetts, are 
impacted by Parkinson's Disease and one neurosurgeon is looking to help. Dr. Mohamad 
Khaled is bringing a new innovative procedure to Baystate Medical Center in Springfield. The 
procedure involves inserting electrical wires into the area of the brain where circuit errors are 
causing the symptoms associated with Parkinsons Disease. Dr. Khaled adjusts the wires to 
target the appropriate circuit in the brain and the patient's shaking will begin to stop.  Dr. 
Khaled says this procedure could soon be effective in stopping the symptoms of other 
diseases. He said, "There are lots of trials going on out there right now to look at other 
functions that can be controlled or managed, or the function can be controlled or managed 
with the brain stimulation including Alzheimers and Depression."  74-year-old Paul Shafer of 
Agawam is one of the first in the region to undergo the procedure.  He and his wife joined Dr. 
Khaled at today's event and said the procedure changes their lives. 
 
News    7/25/16   5:30pm           1:30 
 
Alzheimer's disease is often associated with old age, but there is emerging evidence that 
subtle signs could appear in a patient decades before they are diagnosed. University of 
Calgary doctors are describing a condition called "mild behavioral impairment," which has 
more to do with mood and behavior than memory. They're proposing a new checklist of 
symptoms that could help doctors identify people at risk for brain degeneration. That list 
includes sustained changes in mood, anxiety, impulse control, and inappropriate social 
behavior. Experts urge people to see a specialist as early as possible if they suspect a loved 
one may have early signs of dementia. 

 

News    8/2/16    5:30pm           1:30 

 

Flossing has always been recommended as an essential part of oral health. But a recent 
letter from the federal government now says there's little proof that flossing actually helps. 
Springfield dentist, Doctor David Peck told, 22News, he tells his patients to floss every day to 
help prevent gum disease. Since 1979 the federal government has recommended you floss, 



but that may soon change. This year, when the federal government issued its latest health 
guidelines, flossing had been removed. The government said the effectiveness of flossing 
had never been researched. But Springfield dentist, Dr. David Peck, told 22News, flossing 
prevents gingivitis.  He said, “And when they get decay in between the teeth, that is from a 
lack of flossing. Your toothbrush bristles can't remove the food that is tightly between two 
teeth that are touching.” An AP study revealed that flossing failed to show how beneficial it 
was in removing plaque. Dr. Peck acknowledged that flossing does not remove plaque, but 
said, flossing removes food between your teeth, and helps prevents gum disease. He also 
told 22News, he will continue to encourage his patients to floss regularly.   

 

News    8/6/16    6am           1:00 
 
The state department of public health announced today that West Nile Virus has been found 
in mosquitoes collected in Springfield and Chicopee. Mosquitoes were found in Springfield on 
Wednesday, and more infected mosquitos were found in Chicopee last week. You can 
protect yourself by taking a few common sense precautions. Avoid Bites by heading indoors 
when the bugs are out. Peak Mosquito Hours are from dusk to dawn. Wear long sleeves, 
long pants and socks. Use repellant that contains DEET. And drain any standing water where 
mosquitoes breed and lay eggs. Tight-fitting screens on your windows and doors will keep 
them out of your house. 

 

News    8/8/16    10pm           1:00 

 

The Food and Drug Administration is placing new restrictions on e-cigarettes and vaporizers. 
Massachusetts banned the sale of e-cigarettes to minors in 2015. Monday, that ban went 
nationwide. Food and Drug Administration banned e-cigarettes sales to minors Monday; 
restrictions Massachusetts has had in place since last year. Retailers will now treat e-
cigarettes like cigarettes. Nationwide Vape stores must verify a buyer's at least 18 before a 
purchase. According to the FDA, in 2014, two million students were using e-cigs; more than 
three times the 660-thousand in 2013. A new study by Yale university found that middle and 
high school students tend to try e-cigarettes because of the flavor, curiosity and because their 
friends are using them. E-cigs are now the most commonly used nicotine product. The new 
policy falls under the Tobacco Control Act of 2009.  E-cig and vapor manufactures now have 
to put their products before the FDA, to determine whether their products carry any health 
risk. The manager of Voltage vape shop said he fears the new regulations could put the 
industry out of business. 

 

News    8/9/16    11pm           1:00 
 
Kids will be going back to school in a matter of weeks. Massachusetts law requires that kids 
entering certain grades, be up to date on their immunization shots. Young children are 
required to be vaccinated against measles, mumps and hepatitis B. There are other 
vaccinations required for middle, high school and college as well. In Massachusetts, a parent 
can decline an immunization if their child has an illness, or for religious reasons. Dr. O'Reilly 
told 22News if an outbreak occurs at school, unvaccinated children would have to stay home, 
until the virus was cleared.   



 

News    8/10/16   11pm           1:00 
 
The nasal flu spray is not being recommended as a flu deterrent this year. Nasal flu vaccines 
might be less painful, but the CDC has determined they're not as effective as the flu 
shot. Health officials are advising against using the nasal mist influenza vaccine this 
winter. They're now urging people to just get a flu shot, because it provides more 
protection. Dr. Ira Helfand said, “And especially compared to the injected version of the 
vaccine, which was highly protective. And so the recommendation for this year, is that people 
not get the nasal vaccine, that they get the traditional vaccine.” Dr. Ira Helfand told 22News, 
he recommends you get a flu shot every year. He said it's the only way you can protect 
yourself from getting the flu. Influenza kills 36-thousand people every year.   

 

News    8/22/16   5:30pm           1:30 

 

There's plenty to think about before heading back to school. But before you begin, your child 
may might want to visit the doctor. Schools require vaccinations for several diseases, 
including tetanus, measles, polio and hepatitis B. Robin McGuffey said, “We did vaccinate 
our children and I do think if it can keep you healthy we should do it.” Getting your child 
vaccinated is required by schools, whether it’s public or private, but there are a couple 
exemptions. A child may have a medical exemption from their physician saying that the 
vaccine would not be safe for them. Parents can also write a letter saying why a vaccine 
conflicts with their religious belief. Despite the controversy and extra time to get vaccinated, 
22News found out they're your best protection against disease. Dr. Peter Elsea, a physician 
at Northampton Family Medicine said, “They're one of the greatest lifesaving and public 
health measures that's ever been created. Kids stay healthier who get them. People need to 
remember that these are there for a reason and that they've been well studied and it's really 
important to get them.” Dr. Elsea said if you need a vaccination, just call and make an 
appointment. They're free of charge. Vaccines are supplied by state, and are distributed to 
medical offices. Dr. Elsea told 22News he recommends patients have their own copies of 
their vaccination records. 

 

News    8/22/16   6pm           1:30 
 
A new prescription drug monitoring system meant to help prevent potential abuse went live 
today in Massachusetts.  It comes in the midst of efforts by state and local lawmakers to 
combat the opioid epidemic. The Massachusetts Prescription Awareness Tool or "MassPAT" 
cost about $6 million in upgrades to make the current prescription monitoring system for 
Doctors and prescribers more user friendly and efficient, according to the Massachusetts 
Medical Society. The system allows faster access to patient data. It also helps monitor 
systems in other states, which could help prevent people from getting multiple prescriptions 
by simply crossing state lines to another prescriber that doesn't have a full record. Starting on 
October 15th, anyone making prescriptions will be required to check the new MassPAT 
system each time they prescribe a Schedule two or three opioid, and for first-time 
prescriptions of certain drugs. 

 



News    8/22/16   6pm           1:30 

 

A doctor in Northampton is no longer prescribing medical marijuana for her patients. One of 
the state's only certified medical marijuana prescribers is calling it quits with the practice. Dr. 
Jill Griffin is among only 13 physicians in western Massachusetts who have seven or more 
active medical marijuana certifications. In a voicemail and letter to her patients, Dr. Griffin 
said she will no longer be providing the annual certifications needed to purchase medical 
marijuana and will close her 41 Locust St. office in Northampton at the end of the month. She 
said this was driven by a hostility aimed at cannabis medicine from government regulators 
and the medical field. She also said several colleagues face disciplinary action regarding their 
practice in cannabis medicine. Griffin stopped accepting new patients earlier this year. She 
leaves open the possibility to take up the practice again in the future. Griffin has made 
arrangements with Canna Care Docs on King Street in Northampton to take custody of her 
patients' records. These files will be made available to Canna Care Docs, which has eight 
offices in Massachusetts. 

 

News    8/23/16   6pm           1:30 

 

The state launched a new prescription monitoring program this week. The new prescription 
monitoring program requires prescribers and pharmacists to report every prescription to 
make sure people can't go doctor shopping for drugs. The Massachusetts Prescription 
Awareness Tool, or MassPAT for short, allows doctors and pharmacists to check a patient's 
prescription history with a simple click of a button. Monica Bharel, M.D., Dept. of Public 
Health said, "Any time a Schedule II or III drug is written, you have the check the PMP. Right 
now, it's for new prescriptions." The state is collecting this data to make sure people don't 
doctor shop for powerful prescription painkillers. 986 Massachusetts residents died of a drug 
overdose in the first half of 2016, according to the state Department of Public Health. That's a 
26-percent increase over last year. Health and Human Services Secretary Marylou Sudders 
said about 70-percent of prescribers have enrolled in the MassPAT system, and that number 
is growing. Sec. Marylou Sudders, Mass. Office of Health and Human Services said, "The 
reality is, many prescribers will probably not register until they need to write a prescription, 
but we are targeting the individuals who have written a prescription in the past six months." 
The new prescription monitoring system is supposed to be faster, and more user friendly for 
doctors so they can make more informed clinical decisions. It also allows the state to share 
data with Connecticut, Rhode Island and Vermont. Governor Baker plans to meet with other 
New England governors next week where he'll address concerns around heroin and Fentanyl 
trafficking. 

 

News    8/24/16   5pm           1:30 
 
If you have severe allergies, get ready for bigger medical bills. Recent price spikes on 
epipens has many families worried about how they will afford to pay for this medical 
necessity. Epipens are devices that inject emergency epinephrine, to stop or prevent a 
potentially deadly allergic reaction. But the price of this life saving device jumped four 
hundred percent -- after Mylan, the company that sells epipens increased their prices. EpiPen 
is the only epinephrine injector on the market. There is no cheaper alternative for people with 



life threatening allergies. You can't buy a single epipen they are only sold in packs of 2. 
Patients used to pay between 50 and 60 dollars for epipens but now they are paying as much 
as 600 dollars. How much you pay will depend on what type of insurance you have--many 
insurance plans require patients to satisfy a deductible before they'll pay for any medication. 
Epinephrine does expire, so Epipens need to be replaced every year. Allergist Dr. Ellen 
Schaeffer told 22News patients can ask their doctor for a coupon that can help lower the cost 
of epipens.  

 

News    8/26/16   5:30pm           1:30 

 

While cancer rates continue to increase, new data finds heart disease still claims more lives. 
You may be surprised to know more Americans, over-all, die from heart disease than cancer. 
Data shows cancer now causes more deaths among Asian and Hispanic Americans than 
heart disease. But while cancer rates have increased in African Americans and Caucasians. 
Heart disease is still the leading cause of death for these groups. Dr. Sheth told 22News they 
have seen less heart disease due to smoking but there are other factors that can lead to 
heart disease. Dr Sheth said, "Lifestyle definitely plays a big role, you need to exercise 
routinely, you need to eat the right kind of diet and take care of your risk factors. If you have 
disease, Hypertension diabetes you need to take medications." Dr. Sheth also told 22News 
often heart disease patients do not know they are suffering from the disease. In 2014, cancer 
was the top killer in 22 states. Up from just two states in 2000. 

 

News    8/26/16   11pm           1:30 
 
All blood donations will soon be screened for the Zika virus nationwide. Hospitals and blood 
donation services have about 12 weeks to start checking every blood donation for Zika, out of 
precaution. Right now, there are more than two thousand confirmed cases of Zika in the U.S. 
Nine thousand in U.S. territories. The blood bank community in general has been concerned 
about this. And with those numbers rising, the FDA recommended Friday that all blood 
donations across the country be tested for the Zika virus. Right now, all blood donations are 
tested for 10-to-12 viruses and diseases, including HIV, hepatitis B, and syphilis. The FDA 
originally issued guidelines back in February asking all areas with active Zika virus 
transmission screen to screen their blood donations for the virus. In the coming weeks, blood 
donors will start to notice changes in the donation process. You'll be asked if you've been to a 
Zika-stricken area. You might be asked to sign a consent waiver, allowing hospitals or the 
American Red Cross to test your blood. Places like Florida, where Zika has spread, are 
affecting our blood banks here at home. Zika infected blood could cause a pregnant women 
to give birth to a child with a life-long debilitating condition. It can also harm people with 
certain autoimmune diseases. Last week, Baystate had a transfusion committee meeting to 
make the necessary adjustments immediately.   

 

News    8/29/16   5:30pm           1:30 

 

The company that makes the EpiPen is making a cheaper option available. Generic Epipens 
will be available some time in the next few weeks.  The company said the generic version will 
cost $300 for a pack of 2. It'll be identical to the EpiPen, at about half the price. It'll deliver the 



same dose of epinephrine. A higher strength dose and lower strength dose will be available 
with the generic brand. Right now, the branded EpiPen costs 600 dollars. The company said 
they will continue to offer a 300 savings card for the life saving device. Gary Kerr, Chief 
Pharmacy Officer, Baystate Medical Center said, “We all want the product to be made 
available soon and we want the price dealt to be favorable because what has happened the 
past six months or so is not right. We're cautiously optimistic that we will have access to this 
drug in another month or so. Kerr also said an expired epi-pen would be extremely 
dangerous to use. He said it’s because the chemical in the device is highly unstable. If you're 
looking to save money, .Kerr recommends contacting your doctor about the savings coupon 
or ask your doctor to write a prescription for the generic brand. 

 

News    8/30/16   11pm           1:30 

 

Doctors are choosing not to treat families who don't vaccinate their kids. The American 
Academy of Pediatrics is supporting pediatricians who decide not to treat unvaccinated 
children. The Academy found in 2013, 87-percent of pediatricians said they'd seen patients 
who refuse vaccines. A new mother told 22News she's shocked to hear pediatricians would 
refuse to treat children. The American Academy of Pediatrics said dismissing a patient should 
be a last resort, after the doctor has fully educated the parent.   

 

News    8/31/16   6pm           1:30 

 

Wednesday is International Overdose Awareness Day. 22News spoke with people struggling 
with addiction about the state's deadly opioid epidemic. Chris Decot has never publicly 
shared his story of addiction. He had a wife, two kids, a home, a job, and lost it all at the age 
of 50 when he became addicted to methadone. Eight years, and at least eight times in detox, 
Chris is sober. He's alive. But, according to Tapestry Health, 1,658 people died from 
overdoses in Massachusetts in 2015. August 31st is International Overdose Awareness Day, 
a day to remember those lives. Overdose deaths are common when people relapse. 
Penelope Davis volunteers at The Recover Project in Greenfield. She said the best way to 
save lives is to prevent addiction in the first place. On this same day, the Department of 
Health and Human Services announced 53 million dollars to 44 states to help fund treatment 
services, but people who work in addiction, said that number should really be in the billions to 
make a real difference. Sarah Ahearn of the Franklin County Opioid Task Force, said the 
epidemic should be treated as a national emergency. She said, "We're losing 329 souls a day 
and it's about unity. Everybody needs to unite and come together on this front."   

 

News    9/7/16    11pm           1:30 
 
Two organizations combined forces to stop Drug overdose deaths in western 
Massachusetts.  A session provided hands-on training to administer the overdose reversal 
drug. Franklin county residents learned how they can prevent deaths from opioid 
overdose. The Opioid task force and Tapesty Health held an informal training seminar in 
Turners Falls. There were more than 16-hundred overdose deaths in Massachusetts last 
year. Tapestry health and the opioid task force told 22News, people overdose because they 
don't know what's in their drugs. Fentanyl is an exponentiating substance, so it can make any 



batch of heroin 50 to 100 times stronger than it would normally be and I think that surprises 
people. They're not expecting that. 15 people attended Wednesday's public training 
session. Some were EMTS, and social workers. Some are friends of addicts. All with one 
common goal. Narcan is a brand name for the overdose reversal drug "Naloxone." Tapestry 
health has distributed more than 24-hundred kits in western Massachusetts since last year. 
They say they've saved lives. Everyone who attended the training was given a free Narcan kit 
which, they hope, to not have to use. 

 

News    9/13/16   11pm           1:30 
 
It's going to be tougher for teens to buy tobacco in Southwick starting next Month. As of 
October first, no one under the age of 21 will be able to buy tobacco or electronic cigarettes, 
cigars or hookahs in the town of Southwick. The town's board of health hopes it'll reduce 
tobacco-related illnesses, by not allowing retailers to sell to anyone under 21. Under the town 
restriction, a retailer's first violation would result in a one hundred dollar fine. A second 
violation within three years would be a two hundred dollar fine and a seven-day suspension 
of their tobacco permit. 

 

News    9/13/16   5pm           1:30 
 
$120,000 in state funding will go towards combatting the opiate crisis here in western 
Massachusetts. The money will go towards recovery coaches that will operate out of 
Baystate Medical Center's Emergency Department. Senator Eric Lesser announced the state 
funding at the hospital. Two Recovery Coaches will be based at western Massachusetts 
emergency rooms to become the first people working directly with patients when they come 
in for opiate treatment or have overdosed. Their job will entail providing guidance to those 
looking for long term recovery. One Doctor told 22News patients seem more apt to consent to 
help right after they've had a near death experience. Recovery Coaches have been used in 
other areas of the Commonwealth and other states where patients saw a significant reduction 
in admissions to rehabilitation facilities. The money comes from the Bureau of Substance 
Abuse, and it was inserted into the budget that western Massachusetts must receive some of 
that money for at least two coaches in the pilot program. 

 

News    9/16/16   5pm           1:30 

 

September is national recovery month. Opioid overdose deaths impact everyone in 
Massachusetts. Victims, family, friends, and taxpayers. For the first time, several state 
agencies have compiled their data on opioid-related deaths from 2013 to 2014 to figure out 
how to best use your tax money and resources to save lives. The report found, in 15 years, 
the rate of overdose deaths increased by 350 percent. Data showed use of medication-
assisted treatment was effective in preventing deaths. People released from prison were 56 
times more likely to die from an overdose than non-users. 22News spoke with Dr. Robert 
Roose of Mercy Behavioral Healthcare's addiction and recovery services. Dr. Roose said, 
"Those two pieces are very powerful pieces of information that can help us target resources 
towards those who might be at highest risk and what treatments are going to be most 
effective to reduce the risk of death." Prescription painkillers have largely been the focus in 



combatting the opioid epidemic, but according to this study, 85 percent of overdose deaths 
were from illegal drugs. Liz Whynot of Tapestry Health said that's because people will first get 
addicted to pills, then switch to more accessible, cheaper options, like heroin. Liz Whynott 
said, "It's really important to again focus on how to work with active drug users and people 
that aren't ready that day to get into treatment and really look at how to prevent overdose 
deaths."  30 percent of those who died had used cocaine and benzodiazepines with 
heroin. Of all the opioid-related deaths, about 25 percent were among young people, ages 18 
to 24. 

 

 
 



The following is WWLP programming addressing Jobs during 
the 3rd quarter of 2016.  These issues were addressed through 
our locally produced news programming. 
 
News    7/7/16    5pm              1: 00 
 
Private Sector jobs are on the rise. Average monthly job creation has dropped slightly since 
the start of 2016. But the month of June may start to turn that around. Fewer Americans 
applied for unemployment benefits last week, which shows employment opportunities are 
improving. According to ADP, retailers and transportation companies added jobs at a solid 
pace in June. Careerpoint founder David Gadaire told 22News there are opportunities 
available for anyone who's looking. He said. "We've definitely seen more jobs being available, 
they are not always the jobs everyone wants or the jobs that people's skills match up to best, 
but there is an increase in that kind of stuff and people are seeing more and more activity, 
and more and more churn in the workforce."  The U.S. added 172,000 jobs last month. This is 
a sign that hiring may be picking up after a slowdown in April and May. According to ADP, 
147,000 of those jobs come from small to medium sized businesses. These job creations 
present new opportunities for those seeking employment, or a change in career. When 
looking for a new job experts advise you to keep an open mind about the process, and utilize 
career services that will help tailor your skill set to an employer's needs. Experts predict that 
Friday's Labor Department report will show that job growth bounced back strongly in June, 
after only 38,000 new jobs were added in May. 
 

News    7/29/16   11pm             1: 00 
 

Six Flags New England held auditions today for the park's annual "Fright Fest." Six Flags is 
looking to hire more than 350 employees to put on New England's largest haunt event. This 
year's Fright Fest will include more than 20 attractions intended to terrify.  Zombie, ghost and 
ghoul applicants were asked to learn a dance combination, scream and walk like a zombie. 
The next set of auditions will take place at Six Flags, on Saturday, August 13th. 
 

News    8/4/16    5:30pm             1: 00 
 

Mixed news in the jobs department. More Americans applied for unemployment benefits last 
week, but the number of those needing benefits remains at a historical low. According to the 
labor department, jobless applications rose by 3,000 last week. The number of people 
seeking unemployment benefits has remained below 300,000 for 74 weeks - this is the 
longest streak since 1973. The total number of Americans collecting unemployment benefits 
has fallen more than five percent over the past year.   
  

News    8/10/16   5:30pm                       1: 00 
 

The grocery store chain "Aldi" is hiring. The discount supermarket chain held a job fair at its 
Chicopee store on Memorial Avenue. Aldi is looking to hire more than 100 new employees. 
They said their starting pay is well above minimum wage, along with benefits.  Eligible 



applicants must have a high school diploma or GED, have prior retail experience and be able 
to lift 45-pounds.  Aldi operates more than 1,500 stores in 34 states. 
 

News    8/12/16   11pm                       1: 30 
 

Baystate Health announced today they're cutting 300 jobs in the coming weeks and is  
Western Massachusetts’ largest employer.  Baystate Health said a 75-million dollar budget 
gap for 2017 forced the decision. President and CEO Dr. Mark Keroack blames increasing 
expenses, and being overlooked by the state. Keroack said most of the cuts will be those 
who work behind the scenes, rather than nurses and others who work directly with patients. 
Keroack says a majority of the job cuts will be in Springfield. Those who lose their jobs will 
receive severance packages and can apply for open positions at Baystate Health. Even after 
making these cuts, Baystate expects to still have to deal with a 15-million dollar budget gap.  
  

News    9/7/16    6pm                       1: 30 
 

A job fair for military veterans was held today in Springfield. Unfortunately many men and 
women who have served our country are having a difficult time finding employment. The 
Springfield Partners for Community Action held a Veterans Job Fair on State Street 
Wednesday morning. About 50 veterans were expected to show up for recruiting at the job 
fair. Many veterans 22News spoke with today said it's not an easy transition going from 
military to civilian life and it's a matter of trying to find a job that their skillset fits. Customer 
service, Maintenance, and manufacturing jobs were being offered with pay between $10 and 
$13 an hour. Since some of the major employers offering jobs are based in Franklin County, 
Springfield Partners is working to get a shuttle to actually bring veterans where they have job 
opportunities. 
 

News    9/7/16    6am                       1: 00 
 

A new study reveals there are three major forces that are shaping the US job market. 
According to the study by CareerBuilder, most of the major shifts in employment are tied to 
lifestyle changes, technology advancement, and globalization. Lifestyle changes include 
people choosing to eat out more - which helps chefs and the restaurant industry. In terms of 
technology advancement, software developers are in demand because there's now an app 
for everything. And with a greater focus on preserving the global environment, more wind 
turbine service technicians are needed. 
 

News    9/13/16   5:30pm                      1: 00 
 

The seasonal job market is starting to shift.  Some hiring and some layoffs, the change of 
seasons, all have companies looking ahead. Target said it will hire more than 70,000 
seasonal store workers during the busy holiday shopping season, which is about the same as 
they hired last year. The discount store says it will hold hiring events at all of its 1,800 stores 
on October 14th and 15th. Candidates can apply online. CareerPoint in Holyoke told 22News 
that there are some retailers hiring in the area and the post office as they prepare for the 



holiday seasons. Some of the shifts in the job market are also attributed to students going 
back to school. If you are looking for work, career centers suggest applying early. 
 


