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The following is WWLP programming addressing Crime during 
the 2nd quarter of 2007.  These issues were addressed through 
our locally produced news programming. 
________________________________________________ 
 
News    04/01/07   6am   : 30 
 
Federal prosecutors are trying to seize 884 thousand dollars from a defendant accused of 
loan sharking. Albert Calvanese was indicted in December on two extortion charges for 
allegedly threatening and punching a Wilbraham businessman over a 20 thousand dollar 
gambling debt. The 43 year old Calvanese has the money in 13 investment accounts.  
 
News     04/01/07   6am   : 30 
 
Violent crime was down 16 percent in Springfield in 2006 compared to the year before. 
Murders declined by 17 percent. Police say the worst crime is showing a decline in 2007, 
except for murder. There have been seven homicides so far in 2007 compared to just one at 
this time last year.  
 
News     04/02/07   11pm   : 30 
 
The business partner of a one time Springfield police officer and a former mayor‟s aide 
pleads guilty to conspiracy and tax evasion charges. Prosecutors say Matthew Campagnari 
was in cahoots with Chester and Anthony Ardolino, who have already admitted to their roles 
in pocketing more than 700 thousand dollars from downtown bars between 1999 and 2002. 
Anthony Ardolino served as chief of staff for former mayor Michael Albano. His brother 
Chester was a Springfield police officer.  
 
News     04/03/07   11pm   : 30 
 
Springfield police are warning parents to watch their children as they walk to school in the 
morning. Springfield police spokeswoman Jennifer Flagg tells 22News that over the last three 
school days, several young girls have been approached by a man in a car. It happened 
Friday, Monday and today between 6:30 and 8am in the areas of Eastern Avenue and Ladd 
Street, Hancock and Pendleton as well as Liberty and Kendall Streets. Flagg says the dark 
skinned man was clean shaven and between 20 and 40 years old, he was driving a red SUV 
or van. Parents are asked to talk to their children about safety while going to and from school. 
Including, staying with a buddy, running from anyone trying to get them into a car and to 
scream as loudly as possible and fight to get away.  
 
News     04/04/07   6am   : 30 
 
A West Springfield man pleads not guilty to two counts of indecent assault and battery on 
children under 14. Glenn MacDonald is free on two thousand dollars bail after pleading not 



guilty in Springfield District Court. Police sat the children told their parents that the incidents 
occurred last month. The 56 year old MacDonald was arrested after police investigated the 
allegations. A lawyer for MacDonald says his client says he has been unjustly charged. He is 
scheduled back in court on May 16th. 
 
News     04/04/07   6am   : 30 
 
Mexican police have arrested suspected drug kingpin Victor Magno Escobar in Tijuana. 
Escobar is believed to be a leader of the Tijuana cartel that controls much of the drug 
smuggling along California‟s border with Mexico. He was captured in a raid early Saturday 
morning. Mexican president Felipe Calderon sent thousands of troops into Tijuana in January 
as part of a nationwide battle against the drug trade and corrupt police.  
 
News     04/04/07   5pm   : 30 
 
Springfield police call it a crime of opportunity. In the last two months fifty GPS devices have 
been taken from car dashboards in city parking lots. Police sat the high tech gadgets are sold 
for a fraction of the price on the street. Large parking lots are the hot beds for these devices 
to be stolen. Police say once a GPS unit is nabbed there is no way to track it. If you are 
caught with a stolen device which normally sells for at least 250 dollars retail you will face a 
felony charge.  
 
News     04/04/07   6pm   : 30 
 
It‟s a growing problem in Franklin County, drug cultivation and trafficking. Police say they‟re 
seeing more drugs on small town streets. Now police tell us they‟ve shut down one local drug 
operation. Four months of undercover work by the Hampshire Franklin County Drug Task 
Force, came to fruition this morning. Police say even though, they only seized a few thousand 
dollars in cocaine, they‟ve shut down a substantial operation. This Subway Sandwich Shop 
on North Main Street in Deerfield, business as usual Wednesday afternoon. But hours earlier, 
it was swarming with cops after a drug raid went down in an apartment upstairs. Meantime an 
armada of police simultaneously surrounded a farm house a few miles away at Mill Village 
Road, and in an apartment on Main Street in Greenfield. All alleged cocaine distribution 
centers in a trafficking operation. Arraigned in Greenfield District Court, 23 year old Daniel 
Rice and his 20 year old brother, Brandon and mom too, 42 year old Raeline Phelps. Also 
charged, 24 year old Nathan Ortiz, 19 year old Kaleigh Brunette and 26 year old Jason Byrd. 
I don‟t know if it will ever end, it‟s not going away, it‟s getting worse, particularly the smaller 
communities. That‟s why Brunette‟s landlord opened the door to police. Police say the recent 
drug crackdown is a testament to the Hampshire Franklin Task Force sniffing out the trouble 
spots. All of the six defendants answered to a judge in Greenfield District Court this morning 
on charges including, Drug possession, drug trafficking, distribution and a host of others.  
 
News     04/04/07   6pm   : 30 
 
One area city officials is taking steps to shut down a business after a drug bust at the 
location. On March 22 Springfield police arrested six people who were allegedly part of a 



drug operation out of Sosa‟s Mini Market and Martina‟s Fashion on 28-81 Main Street in the 
city‟s North End. According to Springfield police spokesperson Jennifer Flagg over 18 
hundred grams of Oxycontin, almost one hundred thousand dollars in cash and ammunition 
were seized from the location. Today city officials met to determine the future of the business. 
Sarno say he‟s pushing for the business to be closed down.  
 
News     04/05/07   11pm   : 30 
 
Springfield police put 9 alleged drug dealers behind bars after a lengthy investigation. The 
Hampden County Narcotics Task Forces executed simultaneous narcotics raids on Canon 
Circle, Moore Street and two locations on Longhill Street. In all police slapped the cuffs on a 
total of 9 people. They were all charged with trafficking heroin, trafficking cocaine, committing 
a drug violation near a school and illegal possession of ammunition. In all officers seized 
1001 bags of cocaine with a street value of more than 10 thousand dollars. 51 grams of uncut 
heroin valued at 17 thousand dollars. 6 rounds of ammunition and more than 9 thousand 
dollars in cash.  
 
News     04/07/07   6am   : 30 
 
In Holyoke, community members continue to call police, concerned about crime in their 
neighborhood. Holyoke police Chief Anthony Scott tells 22News, while investigation at 736 
High Street, detectives arrested three suspected drug dealers on Sergeant and Maple 
Streets. Police say 21 year old David Delvalle of Palmer, 20 year old Miguel Delvalle and 17 
year old Luis Rivera of Holyoke were in possession of 19 bags of marijuana and a 25 caliber 
pistol.  
 
News     04/07/06   6pm   : 30 
 
Violence returns to downtown Springfield‟s entertainment district. A 34 year old shot twice in 
the stomach inside a Worthington Street pizzeria. Its several hours after the shooting victim 
was driven to Baystate Medical Center. Mezzanotte Café and Pizzeria at 220 Worthington 
Street is closed. It has been since 3am, thirty minutes before someone notified police the 
man with two bullets in his stomach was taken to the emergency room and immediately 
underwent surgery. Lt. Harry Kastronakis tells 22News, police aren‟t sure if the shooting was 
the result of an argument. Some Worthington Street residents declined to be identified as 
they spoke with 22News about the shooting. The early morning shooting was the worst 
violence in the district since the fatal shoot out leaving one teenager dead and five young 
men wounded at the Kennedy Fried Chicken on Main Street New Year‟s morning. The city 
eventually ordered that trouble spot shut down, Police commissioner Edward Flynn‟s Chief of 
Staff Jennifer Flagg tells 22News, no one at the pizzeria notified police about the shooting, 
police only found out after the victim was taken to the hospital.  
 
News    04/07/07   6pm   : 30 
 
A wide scale show of force underway to combat violence in Boston‟s high crime 
neighborhood. City police along with federal alcohol, tobacco and firearms agents teaming up 



to patrol the areas where 16 people have been murdered since the year began. Boston 
homicides running almost 100 percent above a year ago at this time. Security cameras will be 
installed in mass transit buses. Two young men were killed aboard those buses in the 
Dorchester neighborhood last week.  
 
News     04/08/07   11pm   : 30 
 
A stabbing tonight in Springfield. It happened shortly before eight o‟clock tonight at Orange 
and Oakland Streets in the Save More parking lot. According to Lt. Cheryl Claprood, the man 
was stabbed in the arm and the incident involved a family related dispute. And tonight police 
are still looking for the suspect wanted in connection with that incident.  
 
News     04/09/07   5am   : 30 
 
In Suffield Connecticut, an alleged domestic violence incident between an elderly couple 
ends with the arrest of the husband. It happened early Easter morning, with the man‟s wife 
calling police. Information from a Suffield police department fax says it was then determined 
that an argument became violent. Sixty eight year old Dennis Crowly was taken into custody, 
charged with third degree assault, second degree threatening and disorderly conduct. He will 
be arraigned later this morning in Enfield Superior Court.  
 
News     04/09/07   6am   : 30 
 
A 13 year old boy is due in Central Berkshire County District Court this morning on an assault 
charge. Police say he stabbed a 28 year old man in the back. Police responded Saturday to a 
home on Second Street and found the man bleeding. The boy, whose name was not 
released, lives at the home with his mother and the 28 year old, who was being treated at a 
local hospital. The man is expected to recover.  
 
News     04/09/07   5pm   : 30 
 
22News has obtained the latest crime statistics for the city of Springfield. And the news is 
promising with the exception of the crime of murder. Springfield police commissioner Flynn 
released the figures late this afternoon. A comparison of the first three months of 2006 versus 
2007 shows that total crime is down sixteen percent. And violent crime is down 25 percent. 
But so far there have been seven homicides in 2007 compared to just two by this time last 
year. That‟s a 250 percent increase according to Springfield police department statistics.  
 
News     04/09/07   5pm   : 30 
 
A former supervisor at Springfield‟s largest homeless shelter receives his punishment. 
Michael Hallahan agreed to the plea deal to avoid prison time for scamming money from the 
Worthington Street Shelter. He received two years probation and will have to pay back the 32 
hundred dollars he stole from the shelter and pay a fine in the same amount. Francis Keough 
who ran the shelter for nearly a decade was sentenced last month to three years in prison.  
News    04/09/07   6pm   : 30 



 
A Cape Cod doctor is charged with fatally shooting her husband. Ann Grybowski pleaded not 
guilty to a murder charge in Barnstable District Court this morning. Police found her husband 
Patrick Lancaster in the home with gunshot wounds to the abdomen. Grybowski told police 
she shot her husband after she attempted to intervene in an agreement between him and one 
of their adult sons. Grybowski told police she had endured years of physical and mental 
abuse. Her bail was set at 50 thousand dollars.  
 
News     04/09/07   11pm   : 30 
 
At Westfield State College the Department of Public Safety is looking into an alleged rape of 
a student. The student said to have been raped on campus at 6:14 Friday morning. A notice 
about the report was released by the college‟s Department of Public Safety to all students 
and employees as a reminder to use safety precautions at all times. College Public Safety 
officers are working closely with Massachusetts State Police in this investigation.  
 
News     04/10/07   6pm   : 30 
 
Massachusetts Attorney General Martha Coakley says she‟s confident that a bomb scare 
case in Boston can be settled before going to trail. Coakley believes the criminal case against 
two men charged in a botched promotion for a cartoon network show will be resolved before 
going to court. Two men are charged with planting flashing electronic devices that created a 
bomb scare in Boston in January. Both sides are trying to reach a plea deal. The next court 
date in the case is set for May 11th.  
 
News     04/10/07   6pm   : 30 
 
Springfield police have arrested a suspect wanted for a rash of break- ins that happened in 
the city in late March. Springfield police department spokesperson Jennifer Flagg tells 
22News that Michael Nash of 23 Raymond Place was arrested for the break-ins this 
afternoon. Nash has an extensive arrest record with over 46 adult arraignments. He is also a 
level two sex offender.  
 
News    04/10/07   11pm   : 30 
 
Springfield police responded to an armed robbery shortly before ten o‟clock tonight. 
Springfield police Captain William Foley tells 22News a man entered the Sunoco Gas Station 
on Boston Road and demanded money. Captain Foley says the man stated he had a gun but 
never showed one. He was wearing a black skull cap and black ski mask and wearing a grey 
hoodie. 100 dollars was taken. Nobody was hurt and the robber is still on the loose.   
 
News    04/11/07   5pm   : 30 
 
Chicopee police are looking for your help to try and catch a man who held up a local 
convenience store. Detective Frank Kagan tells 22 News, this man walked into the Shop 
Smart Convenience Store this morning at 7:30, showed the clerk a knife and took an 



undetermined amount of money from the register. The man is described as a white or 
Hispanic male, 5 foot 6 inches tall, 150 to 165 pounds, with a closely cropped beard and 
mustache. He was wearing an orange type jersey with an unknown logo on the front. If you 
have any information about this man, you can call the Chicopee Police Detective Bureau at 
594-1730.  
 
News     04/11/07   11pm   : 30 
 
Breaking news out of the normally quiet community of East Longmeadow. A violent car 
jacking in a North Main Street parking lot just over the Springfield line. A woman was 
attacked in her car after leaving a hair salon across the street. East Longmeadow police 
Sergeant Dennis Sheehan tells 22News it happened about 8:40 tonight. It was a violent 
confrontation that left the victim covered with broken glass. The woman put up a fight, biting 
her attacker before he pulled out of her 1997 Nissan Altima and threw her to the ground. He 
got away and East Longmeadow police alerted Springfield to be on the look out for a tan or 
yellow Nissan with a broken window. The woman was unhurt. Anyone with info is asked to 
call East Longmeadow police.  
 
News     04/12/07   12pm   : 30 
 
A Holyoke man arrested earlier in the week after allegedly attacking police officers with a 
hypodermic needle faces more legal trouble. Holyoke police Chief Anthony Scott says Nelson 
Vega was arrested yesterday on drug charges. He was already facing drug charges in 
connection with an arrest nine days earlier, on Monday April 2nd, when he was accused of 
attacking officers with a needle. Vega was released after making bail, which a judge reduced 
from five thousand dollars to a thousand dollars. Chief Scott says Vega has been arraigned 
49 times. 
News     04/12/07   5pm   : 30 
 
Two violent carjackings in Springfield and East Longmeadow may be the work of one man. 
You‟re looking at actual surveillance video obtained by 22News of the first carjacking as it 
happens. At around 7:30 Tuesday night, a Western New England College law school student 
was walking to her car in the Bradley Road parking lot when a man pulled her out of her car, 
threw her to the ground and stole the vehicle. Last night, just before nine o‟clock, a woman 
was yanked out of her car in a lot on Rosemont Street after leaving Ochoa Salon. A struggle 
followed and she bit the man, but he still got away with her car. Police say the events indicate 
it could be the same suspect committing the crime and are warning women to be careful. 
Police recovered the first car, but are still searching for a tan or yellow Nissan. They are also 
looking for a black man in his mid twenties, six feet tall. He was wearing a black puffy jacket 
and bandana.  
 
News     04/12/07   5pm   : 30 
 
A big crackdown on crime is underway in the city of Holyoke. The Holyoke police department 
21st operation T-Bos, take back our streets kicked off Wednesday. Officers in conjunction with 
several state and federal agencies netted 26 arrests, which account for more than 500 



arraignments. Holyoke police officers issued 20 moving violation citations, while 
Massachusetts state police issued another 23. Three municipal citations were also issued. As 
part of operation T-Bos, officers confiscated 11 packets of heroin, three packets of marijuana, 
12 packets of cocaine, one point five units of methadone and a hypodermic needle with drug 
residue.  
 
News     04/12/07   6pm   : 30 
 
Police often release photos of criminals in action, hoping the public can help identify them. 
But in Amherst, it‟s the home where a crime may have occurred that police are trying to 
identify. The two men in the pictures have already been arrested for the robbery of a home on 
Main Street. The pictures come from one of their cell phones. Police think the photos show 
them committing a separate burglary at a different location but they don‟t know where. 
They‟re asking area residents to note the background, and let them know if they recognize 
the home. The robbery on Main Street took place in February.  
 
News     04/12/07   11pm   : 30 
 
New at 11 tonight, prison time for a one time employee at Springfield‟s primary homeless 
shelter. Angel Guzman will serve 10 months in prison for his role in defrauding the agency. 
Plus, he‟ll have to repay the 40 thousand dollars he siphoned from the Worthington Street 
Shelter. Guzman, a convicted armed robber and heroin addict, had pleaded guilty to doling 
out no show jobs with Frank Keough, the shelters director. Keough ran the shelter for nearly 
a decade and was sentenced last month to three years in prison for his role in stealing from 
the agency.  
 
News     04/13/07   5am   : 30 
 
A Chicopee man is sentenced to life in prison for killing his boyfriend with a hammer blow to 
the head. Fernando Ribeiro pleaded guilty in Hampden County Superior Court yesterday to 
second degree murder for killing 58 year old Lawrence Godin. Ribeiro will be eligible for 
parole in 15 years. Police say the 47 year old Ribeiro killed Godin sometime in early July 
2005, then buried his body three feet beneath the dirt floor of their Chicopee home. Ribeiro 
went to police himself. The two men had a history of violence in their relationship.  
 
News     04/14/07   6am   : 30 
 
A state trooper has been convicted to rape, something he did while he was on the job. A 
Middlesex County jury convicted Daniel Grant of Holbrook on connection with the January 
2006 on duty incident in Cambridge. Authorities say Grant approached the 26 year old victim 
and a man in a parked car. A background check revealed an arrest warrant on the man. 
Grant threatened to plant drugs on the victim unless she complied with his demands. Grant 
allegedly led the woman to a state owned building, where he sexually assaulted her. He 
faces sentencing Tuesday.    
 
News     04/14/07   6pm   : 30 



 
Deadly violence this Saturday in Springfield. One man is dead and two others wounded in a 
shooting in Springfield‟s South End. Springfield detective Captain Robert MacFarlin tells 
22News the victims were shot behind 37 Longhill Street around 2:15 this afternoon. 
MacFarlin says the shootings were probably drug related. When the 22News cameras arrived 
on scene, police were restricting traffic onto Longhill at Leete Street. Investigators were using 
canine units to try to locate two male suspects. At least two of the victims are believed to be 
from Berkshire County. No word on the conditions of the other two victims.  
 
News     04/14/07   6pm   : 30 
 
And just a few minutes before the shootings and not too far away, police arrested a woman 
and charged her with stabbing a pregnant woman. It happened in the victim‟s home at 116 
Fort Pleasant Ave. in Springfield‟s Forest Park neighborhood. Detective Captain MacFarlin 
tells 22News a 40 year old pregnant woman suffered serious stab wounds but she‟s expected 
to survive. Police arrested a woman suspect who gave addresses in both Springfield and 
West Springfield. No word on what precipitated the attack.  
 
News     04/15/07   7am   : 30 
 
More deadly violence on the streets of Springfield on the heels of a new report from police 
commissioner Edward Flynn, touting a drop on overall crime. Now, the eighth and ninth 
homicides of the year have been logged in one day and the search for suspects is on. A 
deadly day in Springfield Saturday. Since we first told you about a triple shooting on 22News 
at 6 last night, police are now investigating a deadly stabbing in broad daylight that followed. 
Springfield police Lt. John Slepchuck confirms, crime scene investigators responding to 126 
Dunmoreland Street just after ten last night. Meantime, Springfield police spokeswoman, 
Jennifer Flagg tells 22News there is an active investigation, but the family of the stabbing 
victim has not been notified, so she‟s not confirming the fatality. Though witnesses on the tell 
22News a man was lying lifeless in the street. And just hours earlier in the South End, a hail 
of gunfire during an apparent drug related robbery around 2 in the afternoon. Springfield Det. 
Captain Robert MacFarlin tells 22News the victims were shot behind 37 Longhill Street. A 24 
year old man was pronounced dead at Bay State Medical Center, another 24 year old 
suffering serious gunshot wounds to the chest, and a 21 year old man is recovering after a 
shot to the hip. Police saying the victims are from three different towns, two from Berkshire 
County. Crime scene investigators and canines were brought in to search for suspects who 
are still on the run at this hour.  
 
News     04/15/07   6pm   : 30 
 
Holyoke police Chief Anthony Scott‟s latest operation T-Boss sweep has taken dozens of 
alleged criminals off the streets. After 3 days with more then 60 law enforcement officers 
involved, 69 people were arrested. Chief Scott says the 69 people have a total of 180 
different adult criminal arraignments in the past. In addition, police wrote 177 moving violation 
citations. Scott adds he hopes the judicial system picks up where his officers left off, sending 
a unified message to criminals to change their ways or leave Holyoke.  



 
News     04/16/07   6am   : 30 
 
The murder rate in Springfield went up this weekend, when one man was shot and killed and 
another stabbed to death in two separate crimes. The shooting happened during an apparent 
drug related robbery on Longhill Street. It happened shortly after 2pm in a house that police 
raided ten days ago during an investigation into illegal drug activity. Springfield police 
spokeswoman Jennifer Flagg says 24 year old Raymond Alicea of Cheshire was killed. 24 
year old Jeremy Deane of Westfield and 21 year old Grant Amos of North Adams were also 
shot, both are expected to make a full recovery.  
 
News    04/16/07   6am   : 30 
 
A few hours after the shooting 26 year old JJ Bosworth, pictured here, was fatally stabbed to 
death in the neck on Dunmoreland Street. Police haven‟t made any arrests connected to the 
stabbing.  
 
News     04/16/07   5pm   : 30 
 
The deadliest college campus shooting in US occurred today in Blacksburg Virginia, on the 
campus of Virginia Tech University. More than thirty dead, two dozen others wounded at the 
hands of a single gunman. By all accounts, it was two shootings separated by two hours on 
two ends of the Virginia Tech campus. A lone gunman entered a dormitory and shot two 
people around seven Monday morning. While police were investigating that one came the 
report around nine am, of a shooting rampage, inside a classroom on the other side of the 
campus. He shot our teacher, then we all got on the ground real quick and he just started 
shooting around at different people. It was the classroom where most of the victims were shot 
dead. And most of the victims were students. When they heard gunshots, some students in 
adjoining classrooms jumped from classroom windows, four floors up. The gunman‟s identity 
has not been released yet nor have the names of the victims.  
News    04/14/07   11pm   : 30 
 
Virginia Tech and the nation trying to cope after what‟s being called the deadliest shooting 
rampage in US history. Police and school officials confirm 33 people died today, including the 
gunman. Another 15 people were injured. The school‟s president says the shootings 
happened at a dormitory and a few hours later at a classroom building. He says the gunman 
ended up taking his own life. Eyewitness Tres Perkins was in German class when the 
gunman burst in. He shot our teacher then we all got on the ground real quick, then he 
started shooting around at different people, it felt like a really long time. Officers found front 
doors barricaded, breached, and had been chained shut. Once inside, heard shots, followed 
successions to second floor, as officers reached shots stopped, discovered was the gunman 
who has taken his own life. Today‟s rampage is not only the deadliest campus shooting in US 
history but also the worst mass shooting in America.   
 
News     04/17/07   5pm   : 30 
 



One day after the deadliest school shooting in US history, a troubling picture is emerging of 
the suspect in the deadly shooting spree at Virginia Tech. 23 year old Cho Seung Hui was a 
senior at the school. According to an instructor, the English major was referred to school 
counselors, after concerns over disturbing writings. And as investigators look for a cause 
behind the shootings, Virginia Tech community gathered for a remembrance ceremony for 
those killed in Monday‟s shootings. President Bush and First Lady Laura Bush joined 
students and others at the convocation at the school today.  
 
News    04/17/07   5pm    : 30 
 
A 20 year old Massachusetts man was among the 33 victims killed in a shooting rampage at 
Virginia Tech. Ross Alameddine of Saugus was shot while attending a morning French class 
at the college. Friends have created a memorial page on facebook.com that describes the 
Virginia Tech sophomore as an intelligent, funny, easy going guy. His grieving mother 
received the news of his death just before 11pm last night. Alameddine said she spent the 
day trying to reach her son yesterday and leaving messages on his cell phone.  
 
News    04/17/07   5pm   : 30 
 
This just in to 22News, Springfield police have made an arrest in a weekend homicide on 
Dunmoreland Street. 19 year old David Meredith of Springfield is charged with the April 14th 
stabbing of Staubyn Boswell. Meredith is accused of stabbing Boswell once in the neck. 
Boswell died a short time later at Baystate Medical Center. 
 
News     04/17/07   530pm  : 30 
 
New development in the Al Bruno murder case. A Hampden County Superior Court Judge 
has granted a nearly 2 month delay in the trail of Bruno‟s alleged killer, Frankie Roche. Jury 
selection for the trail of the 37 year old Roche was to have started today in Springfield. But 
the trail was suddenly re-scheduled for June 4th. Hampden County District Attorney William 
Bennett tells 22News that both parties will review the new information in the case. The 
murder trail was set to begin last month, but Roche‟s attorney was given extra time to explore 
the claim that someone else is responsible for Bruno‟s murder. The reputed mob boss Bruno 
was slain in 2003 in the parking lot of a South End Social Club.  
 
News    04/17/07   6pm   : 30 
 
The son of a Connecticut College official is also among the people killed in that massacre at 
Virginia Tech. Daniel O‟Neil of Lincoln, Rhode Island, was a graduate student. His father Bill 
works as a director of major gifts at Connecticut College.  
 
News     04/17/07   11pm   : 30 
 
Mexican authorities paraded five people they say are prominent members of the notorious 
Gulf drug cartel today one day after arresting them. Juan Oscar Garza, the suspected local 
leader of the drug cartel, was brought in front of reporters along with his sister and three other 



suspects. They were detained Monday in Reynosa, Mexico near the Texas border. Mexico‟s 
government is waging a campaign to end the bloody drug wars between rival gangs in the 
country.  
 
News     04/18/07   5am   : 30 
 
A state trooper has been sentenced for rape. Daniel Grant of Holbrook was working in 
January 2006 in Cambridge at the time. Authorities say Grant approached the 26 year old 
victim and a man in a parked car. A background check revealed an arrest warrant on the 
man. After that was revealed, the trooper threatened to plant drugs on the victim unless she 
complied with his demands. Grant allegedly led the woman to a state owned building, where 
he sexually assaulted her. Grant will spend 8 to 10 years in prison.  
 
News     04/18/07   5pm   : 30 
 
We now know police had concerns about Cho Seung Hui more than a year and a half before 
he carried out the most vicious shooting attack in US history. That new information adds to 
the pain the students and community here in Blacksburg must deal with as they try to cope 
with their tragic loss. Virginia Tech police questioned Cho Seung Hui several times in 
November and December of 2005, after professors and at least two female students told 
officers they were worried about their safety and his quote, annoying behavior. During that 
time, an acquaintance also told police they were worried Cho was depressed and might 
commit suicide. The string of events led to an evaluation by psychologists. A temporary 
detention order was obtained and Cho was taken to a mental health facility. He was released 
and returned to Campus University, officials were given no information about the detention 
because of confidentiality laws. Now investigators are left to gather evidence and look for 
answers in this baffling case. There is a heavy police presence on the campus as this 
community continues its struggle to cope with everything that has happened here. It is 
definitely going to take a lot of time and a lot of grieving as survivors remember and honor all 
of those gunned down in the rampage. Classes at Virginia Tech have been suspended until 
at least Monday and many students have left the area to seek comfort from family and friends 
at home. I want to see my parents; so many people didn‟t get to see their parents. For others 
it is important to be here and together. I have not wanted to be alone this whole time because 
we are all in shock. So many here now leaning on a faith that has been so severely tested 
over the last two days. Several churches have memorial services planned through the 
weekend. And the university continues to offer counseling and support to those affected by 
the tragedy.  
 
News     04/18/07   5pm   : 30 
 
Springfield police arrest a second man in connection with the allegedly drug related murder 
on Longhill Street last Saturday. 24 year old Robert Carrignan was ordered held without the 
right to bail. A not guilty plea was entered in his behalf in Springfield District Court this 
afternoon. Carrignan‟s co-defendant 22 year old Andy Reveron of Springfield was arraigned 
yesterday. And he too had a not guilty plea entered by the court and he‟s held without bail. 
Both are due back in district court on May 18th. They are accused of shooting to death 24 



year old Raymond Alicea of Cheshire at a residence on Longhill Street and wounded two 
other men.  
 
News     04/18/07   11pm   : 30 
 
Police in Virginia say it could be a critical lead in their investigation. The young man who 
killed 32 people at Virginia Tech apparently mailed a package to NBC News, containing 
photos, video tapes and his rambling statements talking about the murder spree he was 
about to set out on. “I did not have to do this, I could have fled. I will no longer run.” Virginia 
Tech police have also revealed they questioned him several times in November and 
December of 2005, after several complaints about him that led to an evaluation by 
psychologists. But he was released and returned to campus.  
 
News     04/19/07   5am   : 30 
 
A federal judge says a man convicted in the Springfield Housing Authority corruption scandal 
has to serve part of his sentence at a halfway house. Insurance broker Joseph Asselin 
avoided prison for testifying against a contractor charged in the case that involved several 
Asselin family members. He was sentenced in February to three years probation including six 
months in a federal halfway house and six months home confinement. His lawyer said a 
shortage of halfway houses is delaying Asselin‟s placement. He asked the judge to give his 
client home confinement for the entire one year sentence for business and family reasons.  
 
News     04/19/07   5am   : 30 
 
The former deputy director of Springfield facilities management department pleads not guilty 
to five tax evasion charges related to his private business. Joseph McDowell was released on 
personal recognizance yesterday. He was accused in an indictment last week with 
concealing 180 thousand dollars in income between 2000 and 2004 from a private 
construction company he ran while serving in his city post. The indictments did not accuse 
him of abuses in his city job. He was fired in 2005 after IRS and FBI agents searched his 
home and office.  
 
News     04/19/07   11pm   : 30 
 
An arrest in Florida in the murder of a Springfield mob boss. Fotios “Freddy” Geas of West 
Springfield was arrested in Naples, Florida. Geas faces charges in the 2003 shooting death 
of Adolfo “Big Al” Bruno in 2003. A spokeswoman for the Collier County sheriff‟s department 
confirmed Geas was arrested on a murder warrant issued out of Springfield, but had no 
details of the charges. Prosecutors have already charged Frankie Roche with Bruno‟s 
murder. Roche‟s trial was scheduled to begin this week, but was postponed indefinitely.  
 
News     04/19/07   11pm   : 30 
 
A Colorado college student arrested after making statements about understanding the 
Virginia tech gunman is a Western Massachusetts native well known for testing the 



boundaries of free speech. While a student at Amherst Regional High School, Max Karson 
was suspended for writing columns that administrators found racist and offensive. The school 
twice suspended Karson, but those punishments were rescinded after the Western 
Massachusetts Chapter of the American Civil Liberties Union fought for him on the grounds of 
free speech. Karson pleaded not guilty to making comments during a class at the University 
of Colorado that many deemed sympathetic toward the Virginia Tech killer. His father says 
the school may have violated his son‟s first amendment rights.  
 
News     04/19/07   11pm   : 30 
 
This week‟s arrest of a South Hadley man in connection with a weekend shooting in 
Springfield may be a case of mistaken identity. Even though he‟s already been arrested and 
arraigned, Springfield police spokeswoman Marcia Brown tells 22News that Robert 
Carrignan‟s actual participation in the triple shooting on Longhill Street is under investigation 
and may be a case of witness misidentification. Raymond Alicea was killed in Saturday‟s 
triple shooting. Another suspect, Andy Reveron of Springfield pleaded not guilty to murder 
charges and is being held without bail.  
 
News     04/20/07   5am   : 30 
 
A Providence, Rhode Island mother is facing charges after helping her daughter and her 
friends shoplift. Lori Folcarelli faces felony charges of larceny after police found her outside of 
this Target Store Tuesday on a cell phone warning her 13 year old daughter that the police 
were coming in. The teen and three of her friends were found inside the store stealing DVD‟s. 
The North Attleboro store was tipped off by another store that the teens were shoplifting 
DVD‟s. The three teens also face felony charges.  
 
 
News     04/20/07   5am   : 30 
 
Lawyers for former Chicopee Mayor Richard Goyette continue to negotiate with federal 
prosecutors on a plea bargain. An assistant US attorney told a federal judge in Springfield 
yesterday that there is still hope for averting Goyette‟s trial on two extortion charges but that 
no deal is imminent. Goyette faces charges of extorting ten thousand dollars from two 
Chicopee businessmen in exchange for political favors. He has pleaded not guilty. He is 
scheduled to go to trial June 11th.  
 
News     04/20/07   5am   : 30 
 
A 48 year old Springfield man pleads guilty to federal child pornography charges. Richard 
Carling pleaded guilty in federal court in Connecticut yesterday to using the internet to 
distribute hundreds of photos as well as videos of children engaged in sexual activity. 
Investigators also found approximately 740 pornographic images on his laptop. Carling faces 
a maximum sentence of 20 years in prison and a fine of 250 thousand dollars at his 
sentencing, scheduled for July 6th.  
 



News    04/21/07   6am   : 30 
 
A hail of gunfire rings out in downtown Holyoke in broad daylight. Police say one man is 
dead, and four others rushed to the hospital fighting for their lives in an apparent gang related 
shooting. By most accounts, Chaos on Holyoke streets Friday night. Gun shots echoing on 
High Street and Sergeant Street around 6 o‟clock, ending with the city‟s first homicide of the 
year, and now police searching for the gunman. A web of crime scene tape and spent shell 
casings, evidence of a man dead, and four others critically wounded. Holyoke police say all 
signs point to a gang related rampage. 22News learning from Lt. Michael McCoy, two of the 
least seriously wounded victims were taken here to Holyoke Medical Center, and another 
walked himself into the ER with a gunshot wound to the foot. One victim died at Baystate 
Medical center, the other is listed in critical condition. McCoy saying four of the five victims 
are Hispanic males in their early twenties and the fifth is an 18 year old, the most serious 
suffering bullets to the head. Meantime, within minutes of their arrival, Holyoke Medical 
Center was placed on lockdown only law enforcement personnel were allowed to step foot 
inside. And Holyoke police have been very busy overnight responding to two reported 
incidents of gunfire, not far from the murder scene. According to Lt Denise Dugay, callers 
reporting shots fired into the Bodega Store on 154 High Street at 2am, no one injured here. 
While investigating the incident, another report of gunshots on High Street 40 minutes later, 
but police did not find any evidence of that. No word yet if these three incidents are related. 
Right now there have been no arrests, but police will say they have significant leads. 
Witnesses, although quiet, will say several gunshots came from a black car. Meantime, 
Holyoke Medical Center has been lifted from its lockdown state.  
 
News     04/21/07   6am   : 30 
 
Several Agawam children say they were wounded by someone shooting a pellet gun and 
they have the wounds to prove it. Take a look at the welts and scratches found on the faces 
and arms of these kids. Five kids ranging in age from 5 to 11, say some older kids shot them 
with a pellet gun. 22News was there as several women brought their children into the 
Agawam Police Department to give their complaints. Agawam officers acknowledged they‟d 
received reports of pellet guns being fired but didn‟t know anyone was struck. The mothers 
filed statements with police.  
 
News     04/21/07   6pm   : 30 
 
New information tonight on that fatal shooting in Holyoke yesterday that also left four others 
wounded. The victim of the fatal shooting was 22 year old Gabriel Luis Hernandez of 
Springfield. A wed crime tape and two ball caps lie on Holyoke‟s High Street, knocked off the 
heads of two male shooting victims after falling to the pavement. Three more were rushed to 
area hospitals, one would not survive gunshot wounds to the head. Police Chief Anthony 
Scott thinks it was gang related and outspoken as ever, talking to the media. Juanita 
Reynoso, just moved to Holyoke from the Bronx, she‟s had a checkered past, in and out of 
prison, but has been living clean for 15 years. Her SUV was caught in the crossfire during the 
brazen daytime shootout. Just hours after police were investigating the city‟s first homicide of 
the year at 6 Friday night, more reports of shots fired at the Bodega Street at 2am and then 



again 40 minutes later. Lt. Michael McCoy telling 22News, four of the five victims are 
Hispanic men in their 20‟s, the fifth, 18 years old. With the warmer weather, some Holyoke 
residents are living in fear, especially for their children.  
 
News     04/22/07   7am   : 30 
 
Chicopee police responded to a shooting overnight that sent one man to the hospital. It 
happened around midnight at 313 Dale Street. Sergeant Chris Laroux tells 22News that an 
18 year old man was shot in the leg. Laroux adds it happened when the teen answered a 
knock at the front door and got into a brief argument with people outside. The man is being 
treated at Baystate Medical Center and police are still looking for the shooter.  
 
News     04/22/07   7am   : 30 
 
A Blackstone Middle School teacher pleads not guilty to charges of raping a former student. 
38 year old Donna Giguere claimed her innocence in Worcester Superior Court this week. 
The prosecution charges that Giguere met the alleged victim when he was a 13 year old 
student in her eight grade English class. The prosecution also claims she later became the 
boy‟s legal guardian and had a 16 month sexual relationship with him.  
 
News     04/22/07   7am    : 30 
 
Amherst police have released the names of the six people arrested for possession of drugs at 
the Massachusetts Cannabis Reform Coalition on the town common yesterday. The six 
people arrested for possession of marijuana are William Wallen from Belchertown, Michael 
Sweeting and Amanda Young, and Constance McGrail all from Ware, and  Maeve Garvin 
from Bellingham who was also charged with possession of cocaine. And a 16 year old 
juvenile from Belchertown who‟s name is not being released. According to a statement from 
Amherst police the event was peaceful and there were no disturbances.  
 
News     04/22/07   11pm   : 30 
 
Updating you now on a story, a Chicopee teenager from a high profile family remains in 
critical condition tonight after being shot early this morning. 18 year old Andrew Iwanicki was 
shot in the groin around midnight when he answered the door at 313 Dale Street and got into 
an argument with people outside says Sergeant Chris Laroux. Andrew and his brother Kyle 
pictured here are among the four Chicopee teens charged for killing a former college football 
star back in 2004, a man suspected of being involved with drugs. Kyle is serving his 12-14 
year sentence in prison. Their father Stanley Iwanicki is the long time city assessor for 
Chicopee, Neighbors are shocked by the news in their quite Aldenville neighborhood. If you 
have any information on the shooting you are asked to call Chicopee police at 592-6341. 
 
News     04/23/07   5pm   : 30 
 
A second suspect was arraigned this morning on charges related to the murder of Al Bruno. 
Investigators announced yet another person they believe played a part in the murder of 



reputed mob boss Al Bruno. A second suspect in the Al Bruno murder case pleads not guilty 
to the crime in Hampden County District Court. New evidence postponed the start of Frankie 
Roche‟s trial, shown here at a prior hearing, and led to the arrest of 40 year old Fotias Geas. 
Roche has already been indicted and remains the main suspect according to the district 
attorney. The commonwealth alleges that Mr. Roche shot Bruno. Just before Geas appeared 
for his arraignment in court today, the district attorney announced a third suspect they believe 
played a part in the murder. Last week, a third person, Brandon Croteau was also charged for 
his role in the crime. 29 year old Brandon Croteau is already incarcerated on drug related 
charges, a warrant was issued last week for his arrest. Geas is being held without the right to 
bail.  
 
News     04/23/07   5pm   : 30 
 
Holyoke police are still looking for a third murder suspect for the downtown shoot out Friday 
that left one man dead and four others wounded. This after the two other suspects were 
arraigned this morning in Holyoke District Court. They are 20 year old Jose Rodriguez of Pine 
Street and 21 year old Emiliano Santiago of Maple Street both of Holyoke. Police Chief 
Anthony Scott tells 22News that a third suspect is still at large. Police are now looking for this 
man, 20 year old Jose Vazquez of Holyoke. If you have any information on his whereabouts, 
you‟re asked to contact Holyoke police at 536-6431.  
 
News     04/23/07   5pm   : 30 
 
We are learning more about the Chicopee teen who was shot in the groin early Sunday 
morning when someone knocked at his parent‟s front door. Chicopee Mayor Michael 
Bissonnette tells 22News Andrew Iwanicki got off probation last June for his involvement in a 
murder three years ago. Bissonnette says Iwanicki has been working two jobs and is trying to 
finish school at Chicopee Comprehensive before the shooting took place. Now Bissonnette 
says the 18 year old could lose one of his legs because he lost so much blood. Thirty pints of 
blood to be exact. To put into perspective your body has 35 pints of blood in total. Doctors 
say it is a miracle he survived. Andrew and his brother Kyle are among the four Chicopee 
teens charged for killing a former college football star back in 2004, a man suspected of 
being involved with drugs. Kyle is serving his 12-14 year sentence in prison. Their father, 
Stanley Iwanicki is the long time city assessor for Chicopee.  
 
News     04/23/07   11pm   : 30 
 
A New Jersey jury convicted a woman of killing her husband then putting his body parts in a 
suitcase. Melanie McGuire sobbed as she heard the verdict in a New Brunswick Court this 
afternoon. A jury deliberated about 13 hours before finding McGuire guilty of murder, 
desecration of a corpse, perjury and a weapons offense. Prosecutors say McGuire bought a 
gun and bullets that matched those found in her husband‟s body just two days before he was 
last seen alive. William McGuire‟s body parts washed ashore in a set of luggage in Virginia in 
May of 2004. McGuire‟s attorney argued that Melanie McGuire was physically incapable of 
killing and dismembering her 6 foot 3 inch 210 pound husband. McGuire will be sentenced in 
July.  



 
News     04/24/07   12pm   : 30 
 
The police officer who found the bodies of a mother and daughter in their Hopkinton homes 
took the stand with a gruesome description of how he discovered the murder victims. Neil 
Entwistle is accused of murdering his wife Rachel and their daughter Lillian after 
accumulating tens of thousands of dollars in debt. Sergeant Michael Sutton says he found the 
bodies in the master bedroom of the Entwistle‟s rented home last year. Entwistle‟s lawyer say 
police lacked a warrant so evidence of his home and car can‟t be used in trial. The court did 
not immediately rule.  
 
News    04/25/07   5pm   : 30 
 
A man who lost his license to fix and renovate homes was in court today facing larceny 
charges. Andrew Clough, his wife Kelly and their business associate Lucas Spring are 
charged in Hampden County Superior Court. Stephen Block is one of the people who says 
they ripped him off. Block says he paid Clough‟s Reliable Construction 35,000 dollars. He 
says the company nearly wrecked his home, never took out the proper permits and then just 
stopped working. They basically started working on the house and then suddenly abandoned 
the project.  
 
News     04/25/07   5pm   : 30 
 
The third suspect in Friday‟s shooting in Holyoke walked into the Holyoke Police Station and 
turned himself in. The Holyoke Police Chief‟s office has confirmed that Jose Vazquez 
surrendered to police last night. He was wanted in connection with the murder of 22 year old 
Gabriel Luis Hernandez of Springfield.  Yesterday two other men were arraigned and held 
without bail in connection with that murder. 20 year old Jose Rodriguez of Pine Street and 21 
year old Emiliano Santiago of Maple Street, both of Holyoke. The shooting happened at the 
intersection of High and Sergeant Streets around 6 o‟clock Friday. Four other people were 
shot including one man who was critically injured. This is the first homicide of the year in the 
city of Holyoke.   
 
News     04/25/07   5pm   : 30 
 
New information concerning the Chicopee teenager shot in the groin early Sunday by 
someone who knocked on his parent‟s front door. Chicopee mayor Michael Bissonnette tells 
22News the 18 year old Andrew Iwanicki had his leg amputated and continues to have other 
surgeries. Doctors say it is a miracle he survived. Iwanicki got off probation last June for his 
involvement in the 2004 murder of a former college football star, a man suspected of being 
involved with drugs. Their father Stanley Iwanicki is Chicopee‟s long time city assessor. 
Mayor Bissonnette adds that Chicopee police are following several leads in the case and are 
working with the state police.  
 
News     04/25/07   11pm   : 30 
 



22News was there shortly after an armed robber held up a West Springfield pet store. It 
happened just after 7 tonight in Pet Supplies Plus at 175 Memorial Avenue. A man with a 
hand gun demanded cash and then made his getaway in a car heading toward Springfield. 
No one was hurt. Police are looking for a tan Honda.  
 
News    04/26/07   6am   : 30 
 
A teenager in Methuen accused of making threats against her classmates has been arrested. 
According to police, 17 year old Katherine Koontz had a hit list. She appeared in a courtroom 
yesterday in Lawrence. Koontz was arraigned on charges of threatening to commit murder 
and bodily harm. The list had murder and dismember written next to 18 of her Central 
Catholic High School classmates. There were also additional threats on her Myspace web 
page. Koontz has been released. She‟s been ordered to stay away from the students on the 
list, stay off the internet and to undergo counseling. 
 
 
News     04/26/07   12pm   : 30 
 
New this noon, Holyoke police arrested a man for possessing 43 packets of heroin and all of 
this went down in the vicinity of a nursery school. 22 year old Antonio Rosario was arrested 
yesterday at 275 Main Street. He has been charged with drug possession, intent to distribute 
and a drug violation near a school. Holyoke Police Chief Anthony Scott told 22News that 
Rosario was arrested after he sold to an undercover officer.  
 
News     04/26/07   12pm   : 30 
 
A Greenfield man charged with firing a handgun in a residential neighborhood is ordered held 
on 20 thousand dollars bail. Nobody was hurt in the April 16th incident, but one bullet struck a 
home with the residents inside. Authorities say the shooting stemmed from a fight between 
two men over an insult about a gang. Prosecutors say 21 year old Timothy Estabrook fired 
three shots at Jonathan Bones, and then fired several more shots as he fled. He‟s been 
charged with numerous crimes including armed assault with the intent to commit murder.  
 
News     04/26/07   5pm   : 30 
 
A member of the state governor‟s council has been accused of assaulting a store clerk with a 
curling iron. Waltham police have filed a complaint against Marilyn Devaney. She reportedly 
became angry when the beauty supply store refused to accept her check. A clerk says 
Devaney threw a bag containing a curling iron at her and left the store.  
 
News     04/27/07   5am   : 30 
 
Springfield police were busy last night looking into two separate shootings that are believed 
to be gang related. Springfield police Sergeant David Kane tells 22News that at 8:45 last 
night they responded to a drive by shooting at 175 Ranney Street. One man was taken to a 
local hospital for treatment with non-life threatening gun shot wounds. Sergeant Kane also 



tells 22News, at about 9:30 at 15 Girard Ave. another person was shot, that man was also 
taken to the hospital with non-life threatening gun shot wounds. Kane says the second 
shooting is suspected to be retaliatory for the first shooting. Witness descriptions helped 
police arrest 2 juveniles and one adult on numerous charges including assault to murder. 
They will be arraigned later this morning.  
 
News     04/27/07   12pm   : 30 
 
One of the four men that were wounded in a fatal shooting in Holyoke last week has been 
arrested on drug charges, along with another man. According to a statement from Holyoke 
police Chief Anthony Scott, 22 year old Mario Velasquez of Holyoke was picked up yesterday 
along with 32 year old, Yanira Barreto of Holyoke, on a raid at 2 Temple Street Apartments. 
Seized were cocaine, marijuana, and cash. Mario Velasquez was wounded in the shooting 
last Friday night on High Street in which 22 year old Gabriel Luis Hernandez of Springfield 
was killed.  
 
News     04/30/07   5pm   : 30 
 
Vandals targeted East Longmeadow High School with graffiti over the weekend. As we hear 
from 22News Kala Rama many at the school aren‟t tolerant of such acts of vandalism. Ted 
Katz is one of many students insulted by the slogans spray painted on the front of East 
Longmeadow High School over the weekend. Religion is for the weak and art is resistance 
were some of the blackened jargon on the walls. As of Monday morning, these faded black 
smudges are the only remnants after custodial crews worked overtime to power wash the 
brick under the East Longmeadow High School sign. East Longmeadow superintendent Dr. 
Edward Costa would not comment on the vandalism because he says it gives the vandals 
publicity they don‟t deserve and may encourage copy cats. Police Sergeant Denis Sheehan 
says officers are currently looking over surveillance video for any clues about who could be 
responsible.  
 
News     04/30/07   5pm   : 30 
 
The third man accused in the murder of reputed mob boss Al Bruno is scheduled for 
arraignment tomorrow. Brandon Croteau faces a murder charge in 2003 killing of Bruno, 
which took place outside a social club in Springfield‟s South End. Croteau was to have 
appeared today, but at mid day Judge William Boyle announced the proceeding would take 
place tomorrow. Croteau is already serving a 15 year prison term on drug charges. Frankie 
Roche and Foteas Geas are also charged.  
 
News     04/30/07   5pm    : 30 
 
An armed home invasion is Springfield early this morning. But the three would be thieves had 
they picked the wrong people to fool with. As 22News reporter Sy Becker tells us, the elderly 
occupants turned the tables on their would be tormentors. 69 year old Carmen Rivas shows 
us how she struck the gunman over the head with her cell phone, until he dropped his gun 
and ran for the door. Carmen‟s 85 year old live in companion Miguel Rodriguez tells 22News 



through an interpreter he came at the gunman with a baseball bat. Springfield police Captain 
Robert McFarlin tells 22News, officers recovered the 32 caliber handgun left behind at the 
Newland Street Apartment by the retreating home invaders. Neighbor‟s embracing the heroic 
couple for what they did to protect themselves. Carmen Rivas‟s son lives next door to where 
his mom helped fight off the intruders. But thanks to this older couple doing the unexpected, 
the gunman who broke into their home left with nothing but bumps and bruises.   
 
News     04/30/07   5pm   : 30 
 
A man whose home was robbed now also faces charges after allegedly taking the law into his 
own hands. The home‟s at 69 -71 Sycamore Street. Springfield police sergeant Roy Carter 
says the victim of the home invasion tracked down the two men he believed responsible and 
allegedly shot them at the corner of Acorn and College Streets. The men treated and 
released at Mercy Medical Center. All three men were taken into custody.  
 
News     04/30/07   5pm   : 30 
 
A man who allegedly threatened to shoot firefighters during an emergency evacuation was 
ordered held on 5 thousand dollars cash bail. Kevin Courtney was arraigned in Eastern 
Hampshire District Court today. He‟s charged with disorderly conduct, breach of the peace 
while armed with a deadly weapon, interfering with a fire fighter and threat to commit a crime. 
The alleged incident occurred Friday night as Amherst firefighters were evacuating elderly 
residents out of the Ann Whalen Apartments after flames broke out on the second floor. 
Courtney allegedly barricaded himself inside his apartment and threatened to shoot 
firefighters if they didn‟t leave him alone. After a two hour standoff, police took Courtney into 
custody. No gun was found.  
 
News     04/30/07   11pm   : 30 
 
We begin tonight with breaking news out of Springfield. Springfield detectives are maintaining 
a crime scene on Hancock Street while a stabbing victim fights for his life on the operating 
table. Springfield police captain Geral Foley tells 22News the victim was stabbed in the chest 
behind Six Corners Pizza around 8:35 tonight. The victim‟s wounds are considered life 
threatening and he‟s undergoing surgery tonight at Baystate Medical Center. Detectives are 
questioning witnesses to determine the identity of a lone male stabbing suspect.  
 
News     04/30/07   11pm   : 30 
 
News since 6, East Longmeadow police have made 3 arrests in the weekend vandalism at 
East Longmeadow High School. In a new release sent to 22News, East Longmeadow police 
say they arrested 19 year old Jonathan Adler, 18 year old William O‟Shea and 18 year old 
Aaron O‟Brien all of East Longmeadow. They were arrested and accused of causing a 
thousand dollars of damage with graffiti. Phrases like “religion is for the weak” and “art is 
resistance” were written on the walls. Custodial crews worked overtime to power wash the 
brick under the East Longmeadow High School sign. Adler, O‟Shea and O‟Brien are not 



students at East Longmeadow High. The three will be arraigned in Palmer District Court 
tomorrow morning.  
 
News     04/30/07   11pm   : 30 
 
Four people have been charged in the death of an 18 year old woman whose body was found 
in Hartford Connecticut. 21 year old Michael Davis and 19 year old Leslie Caraballo both of 
Hartford turned themselves into the Springfield Police Department on Saturday. Our sister 
station in Connecticut is reporting the two confessed to the homicide and told officers where 
they could finds the body. Hartford police found the victim in a box in a closet of their 
apartment. Two other people have also been charged.  
 
News    04/30/07   11pm   : 30 
 
In Springfield police are still looking for a man who set a woman on fire because she refused 
to have sex with him. The woman told police a man she knew set her on fire when she 
refused his advances. Springfield Fire Department spokesman Dennis Leger tells 22News 
firefighters found Janet Padilla at the corner of Main and Huntington Streets around eight 
Saturday night. Padilla‟s undergoing treatment at Baystate Medical Center where she‟s 
recovering from second degree burns to her arms, back and torso.  
 
News     05/01/07   5am   : 30 
 
New from the overnight, two people are wounded after a drive by shooting in Springfield. It 
happened just after midnight outside of one thirty eight Pendelton Ave. Police Sergeant Roy 
Carter tells 22News a man and woman were standing outside when a dark car pulled up and 
opened fire. Detectives are searching for multiple suspects. The woman shot is in critical but 
stable condition at Baystate Medical Center. The male victim has been treated and released. 
 
News     05/01/07   12pm    : 30 
 
Northampton police are investigating an armed robbery at the Clarion Hotel on Atwood Drive 
early this morning. Lieutenant Kenneth Patenaude tells 22News that at about 2am a man in a 
ski mask and a handgun demanded money from the overnight clerk and made off with a 
small amount of cash. Lieutenant Patenaude says the clerk believes the gunman was a white 
male about five feet eight inches tall, thin build, wearing black pants and a black sweatshirt 
and a ski mask.  
 
News     05/01/07   12pm    : 30 
 
We now know the names of those involved in the Springfield home invasion yesterday 
morning that ended in a double shooting. Police say Hector Yambo and Jose Davila broke 
into the home of Ivan Gonzalez Monday morning armed with a sledgehammer and night 
sticks. After they fled with a necklace and cash, police say Gonzalez chased down the men 
and shot them, though not fatally. Yambo and Davila are charged with assault and battery by 
means of a dangerous weapon, armed robbery while masked and home invasion. Gonzalez 



is being charged with assault and battery by means of a dangerous weapon, carrying a 
firearm without a license and other charges.  
 
News     05/01/07   12pm   : 30 
 
The former director of the Springfield Housing Authority begins serving a ten year prison 
sentence. Raymond Asselin pleaded guilty last summer along with his wife, five children and 
several co-defendants to swindling the Authority out of more than six million dollars. The 69 
year old Asselin will be the second oldest inmate at the federal prison at Fort Devens Medical 
Center. 
 
News     05/01/07   5pm   : 30 
 
New developments in connection with a school vandalism spree that shocked one local 
community. After this past weekend, vandals tagged East Longmeadow High School with a 
series of slogans offending students and faculty; three suspects are being charged with willful 
and malicious defacement of property. 18 year old William O‟Shea was arraigned today in 
Palmer District Court. Judge Patricia Poehler released O‟Shea on certain conditions, one in 
particular, to stay away from East Longmeadow High School and all East Longmeadow 
public schools. O‟Shea will be in court again for pre-trial hearing June 19th.  
 
News     05/01/07   5pm   : 30 
 
According to an East Longmeadow police news release two other suspects, 19 year old 
Jonathan Adler, and 18 year old Aaron O‟Brien, both of East Longmeadow also will face 
charges in connection with the incident. None of the suspects are school students.  
 
News     05/01/07   5pm   : 30 
 
A third man has now been formally accused of involvement in the murder of reputed local 
mob boss Al Bruno. Brandon Croteau was brought to his arraignment in Springfield from the 
state prison on Norfolk, where he‟s currently serving a 15 year sentence on drug trafficking 
charges. Croteau‟s now one of three men accused in the shooting death of Al Bruno, who 
was killed outside a South End social club in November of 2003. If denied bail, Croteau might 
be moved from his medium security prison to a more secure environment, so his attorney 
asked that bail be set. In the end Judge William Boyle ruled that Croteau be held without the 
right to bail. The next activity in the case is a pre-trial conference in three weeks, on May 23rd.  
 
News     05/01/07   530pm  : 30 
 
A drive by shooting sends two people to the hospital. Richard Fowler was in bed watching the 
television show CSI when he was distracted by a girl screaming outside his window. He then 
realized he had a real life crime scene outside his home. A man and woman were shot in the 
abdomen just after midnight in front of 138 Pendleton Street. Police Sergeant Roy Carter tells 
22News a dark blue or green sedan with a few passengers drove by firing a few shots at the 
two standing on the sidewalk and then sped off. While waiting for paramedics, Fowler took 



matters into his own hands, applying pressure with towels to the woman lying on the 
pavement. Calm and collected, the long time resident says he‟s use to violence in the 
neighborhood. His 14 year old daughter was shot in the leg last year and the alleged shooter 
was never found guilty. Meantime, as for Tuesday‟s shooting, the woman is in critical but 
stable condition at an area hospital and the other victim was treated and released.  
 
News     05/01/07   6pm   : 30 
 
A local general contractor who has a long list of angry clients has been convicted of larceny 
charges. The judge imposed a one year suspended sentence on Andrew Clough, and 
ordered him to pay 30,000 dollars restitution to one of his former clients. That man says 
Clough deceived him into hiring his contracting company, and then nearly wrecked his home. 
Clough‟s co-defendants, his wife Kelly and business associate Lucas Spring were found not 
guilty of the same charges.   
 
News     05/01/07   11pm   : 30 
 
Springfield police and Mass State Troopers are investigating a shooting tonight at 52 
Pendleton Avenue. Springfield Police Lieutenant Cheryl Clapprood tells 22News that the 
shooting happened around 10.10 tonight. State police also pulled over a tan Cadillac leaving 
the scene on 291. Lieutenant Clapprood calls this vehicle a look out for the shooting. Two 
people were taken into custody. No gun has been recovered and nobody was hit by the 
gunfire. Lieutenant Clapprood says they will release more details in the morning.  
 
News     05/01/07   11pm   : 30 
 
A Holyoke community college student is in police custody tonight after allegedly threatening 
to kill people on campus. The alleged perpetrator in this case lives in this apartment building 
at 222 Lyman Street in Holyoke, according to state police Captain Peter Higgins, 20 year old 
HCC student Robert Ellwell is now being held at the Hampden County Jail in Ludlow, this 
after he allegedly threatened to kill specific students and a group of students at HCC. For 
some students here on campus, it‟s hard not to draw at least some type of parallel between 
today‟s arrest and the fatal shooting at Virginia Tech.  
 
News     05/02/07   6am   : 30 
 
The state‟s highest court upholds the murder conviction of a North Adams man. Victor Smith 
was conviction six years ago of first degree murder in the March 2000 stabbing death of 
David Champagne. He was sentenced to life in prison without the possibility of parole. In his 
appeal to the supreme judicial court, the 35 year old Smith claimed that the trial judge hadn‟t 
properly instructed the jury that they could consider his drunkenness when considering his 
guilt.  
 
News     05/02/07   530pm  : 30 
 



An eight year old girl is one of two victims in a convenience store robbery in Somerville and 
it‟s all caught on tape. Check out this surveillance video where the man standing in the 
doorway makes a sudden dash knocking an eight year old girl out of the way and diving for 
the cash register. You can see him assaulting the store clerk as he tries to open the register. 
When he realizes the register won‟t open he grabs some cigars and runs off. The girl, 
although shaken up, wasn‟t seriously hurt. The suspect turned himself into police after this 
video was shown on TV in Boston yesterday. One suspect not pictured is still on the loose.  
 
News     05/02/07   530pm  : 30 
 
Two states are considering laws to help catch internet predators. Connecticut and California 
have proposed laws that would require computer technicians to report child abuse just like 
doctors and teachers. A police computer expert in Connecticut says alerts from computer 
technicians can help stop some abuse cases faster and that one report did lead to an abuser 
being convicted. One area computer technician says with so many people buying used and 
recycled computers you may not always know who the predator is. A lawmaker who supports 
the Connecticut proposal says it‟s meant to protect technicians who feel it‟s their obligation to 
report something that looks suspicious.  
 
News    05/02/07   6pm   : 30 
 
The Holyoke Community College student accused of threatening to kill people on campus is 
being held on 25 thousand dollars bail. 20 year old Robert Elwell Jr. was arrested by state 
police after allegedly threatening to shoot fellow students. He pleaded not guilty. He‟s due 
back in court May 31st.   
 
News     05/02/07   11pm   : 30 
 
The violence in our area continues. A shooting out of Holyoke. It happened a little over an 
hour ago in front of 177 Elm Street. 22News was first on the scene tonight as the victim was 
put into the back of a waiting ambulance. Holyoke police Lt. Michael McCoy tells 22News the 
gunman approached the victim, walked past him and turned and fired a single shot from a 
handgun. McCoy says the bullet entered the victim‟s side and came out through his back. Lt. 
McCoy says the victim is a known gang member and police assume the shooting is gang 
related. The wound is described as serious but not life threatening. No arrests so far.  
 
News     05/02/07   11pm   : 30 
 
Springfield police are still looking to solve two shootings that happened on the same street 
yesterday. Both shootings took place on different blocks of Pendleton Ave. Shots rang out 
near 52 Pendleton Ave. at 10:10 last night, bullets hit the home but no one was hurt. A short 
time later, police pulled over a tan Cadillac on interstate 291 leaving the scene that they 
believe was a look out vehicle for the shooters. Two people were taken into custody. No gun 
has been recovered.  
 
News     05/02/07   11pm   : 30 



 
On the very same street about 22 hours earlier, a drive by shooting sent two people to the 
hospital. A man and a woman were shot just after midnight in front of 138 Pendleton Ave. 
The woman suffered a serious stomach wound. Police are still searching for suspects in that 
shooting.  
 
News     05/03/07   5am   : 30 
 
New this morning, this man is recovering at the hospital after being bitten allegedly by his 
roommate. Police responded to 32 Byers Street around one o‟clock. Captain Joseph Parylak 
tells 22News officers arrived at the apartment with the victim covered in blood. He believes 
the man was bitten in the face. The suspect remains on the loose.  
 
News     05/03/07   5pm   : 30 
 
Springfield police have made an arrest in connection with a stabbing in the city last night at 
32 Byers Street. According to Officer Marcia Brown, 41 year old Michael Cooper who lives at 
the address is charged with assault and battery with a dangerous weapon, a steak knife. 
According to Officer Brown, the victim whose name isn‟t being released told police there was 
a fight and that he was bitten on a finger.  
 
News     05/03/07   5pm   : 30 
 
Holyoke police are looking for a suspect in connection with a shooting in the city. It happened 
just before ten o‟clock last night in front of 177 Elm Street. Holyoke police Captain Arthur 
Monfette tells 22News, the victim, 25 year old Victor Morales was hit with a single shot from a 
handgun. Monfette says Morales was shot in the elbow, and then the bullet penetrated his 
abdomen. Morales was taken to Baystate Medical Center, no word on his condition.  
 
News    05/03/07   11pm   : 30 
 
Additional charges tonight against one of the men accused in the murder of reputed 
Springfield mob boss, Al Bruno.  Assistant Hampden County District Attorney Carmen 
Picknally tells 22News that Fotias Geas, seen here in his murder arraignment a week ago 
Wednesday, pleaded innocent today to a charge of conspiracy to commit extortion. Picknally 
says Geas, his brother, Ty Geas, and 
convicted gambler, Anthony Arilotta were all indicted last week on extortion conspiracy 
charges. All three were arraigned in Superior Court, and ordered held on bail pending further 
court proceedings.  
 
News    05/03/07   11pm   : 30 
 
A Hadley woman had cocaine in her blood stream when she crashed an SUV into another 
car, breaking the other driver‟s neck. And now Patricia Ocicki will spend six months in jail. 
Ocicki pleaded guilty in Hampshire Superior Court to charges of negligently operating a motor 
vehicle while under the influence of drugs and causing a serious bodily injury. Authorities say 



the 54 year old Ocicki veered into the wrong lane and struck another vehicle head on. The 
other car‟s driver, Paul Dubin of Amherst, suffered a broken neck. Dubin recovered. Police 
found a glass pipe used for smoking crack cocaine as well as a spoon, both with cocaine 
residue on them, hidden in Ocicki‟s bra. Ocicki was also sentenced to ten years of probation.  
 
News     05/04/07   6am   : 30 
 
A Keene State College student shoots his roommate before turning the gun on himself and 
taking his own life. Police sat they got a call just after midnight from a man saying he had just 
been shot by his roommate. Officers responding to the scene at an off campus apartment 
located the shooter, who killed himself as police entered his apartment. He was identified as 
20 year old Michael Dyke of Orford New Hampshire. The other man, 20 year old Jason 
Lillibridge of Connecticut, suffered a single gunshot wound to the buttocks. He is in fair 
condition at Cheshire Medical Center. Police are still trying to determine a motive.  
 
News    05/04/07   12pm   : 30 
 
A man from Springfield is found guilty of second degree murder for shooting another man in a 
drug dispute. Authorities say 56 year old Scott Boyer shot 43 year old Thomas Charpentier 
twice in October 2005 as he sat at a picnic table on the banks of the Chicopee River. 
Prosecutors say Boyer told Charpentier if he didn‟t return twenty dollars or give him the crack 
he ordered he would shoot him. Boyer went to his house, came back, repeated the threat and 
then shot Charpentier. The defense argued Boyer was suffering from post traumatic stress as 
a Vietnam War veteran. 
 
News    05/05/07   6am   : 30 
 
For the first time in almost 20 years, New Bedford police are reopening the case of the 
“highway killer.” Between 1988 and 1989, the remains of nine women were found along the 
sides of different highways in the area, but the killer was never found. Just this week the 
Bristol District Attorney ordered police to dig up the yard once owned by a former suspect. 
The victim‟s families say reopening the case is giving them new hope.  
 
News     05/05/07   6am   : 30 
 
Some Keene State College students had the scare of their life when a neighbor came 
crawling up their steps, bleeding from a gunshot wound. The victim, Jason Lillibridge, is in fair 
condition at a New Hampshire Hospital. He was shot by his roommate, Michael Dyke after a 
fight at their off campus apartment. Dyke then killed himself after shooting his roommate. 
22News spoke to the neighbors, who were understandably scared too see a man crawling up 
their steps with a gunshot wound. Keene State College officials say Dyke had no previous 
signs of potential trouble, mental health problems or a criminal record.  
 
News    05/05/07   11pm   : 30 
 



The annual party in Amherst called the “Hobart Hoedown” has begun to caused some 
problems in town. The Hobart Hoedown is sometimes a massive gathering of students on 
Hoebart Lane near the UMass campus. Amherst police Lt. Jennifer Gundersen tells 22News 
that since Friday night officers have made 60 arrests and that number is expected to climb. 
Lt. Gunderson adds that most of the arrests are minors in possession of alcohol and some 
minor drug offenses.  
 
News     05/05/07   11pm   : 30 
 
New at 11, a Springfield man is behind bars tonight after police, in Manchester, Connecticut 
say he allegedly held up a liquor store up at gunpoint and then forced a popular Manchester 
Shopping Plaza into lock down last night. According to a news release from the Manchester 
Police Department, after a four hour standoff two foot chases and the lockdown of the Burr 
Corner Plaza, 44 year old Carlos Rivera of Springfield, was taken into custody along 
interstate 84. Police say he went into Plaza Spirit Shoppe just before nine o‟clock Friday night 
and held four people up including the store owner at gunpoint. Police were close by and got 
there while the robbery was in progress. But the suspect fled into a vacant store in the same 
plaza but then slipped away. Rivera will be in Manchester Superior Court Monday morning. 
He‟s being held on one million dollars bond and faces multiple charges including four counts 
of kidnapping with a firearm and robbery.  
 
News    05/06/07   7am    : 30 
 
A man accused of killing his girlfriend after pinning her to a garage wall with an all terrain 
vehicle was sentenced to life in prison. Steven Bourgeois of Westminister pleaded guilty 
Friday to the April 2006 murder. Prosecutors say Bourgeois drove his truck through his 
garage door after he and his 34 year old girlfriend had an argument. The truck then hit an 
ATV and pinned her against a wall. Bourgeois will be eligible for parole in 15 years after 
pleading guilty to reduced charges of second degree murder.  
 
News     05/06/07   7am   : 30 
 
Police are investigating the rape of an 87 year old Quincy woman in her apartment. The 
assailant broke into the apartment complex through a sliding glass door, handcuffed the 
woman and attacked her. The woman, who lives alone, was taken to Quincy Medical Center, 
where she was treated and later released. The attack sparked outrage among neighbors and 
residents of the building. Police are still searching for a suspect.  
 
 
 
News    05/07/07   6am   : 30 
 
There‟s still no word on a motive in a shooting incident in New Hampshire that injured a 
college student from Connecticut. Police say Keene State College Jr. Michael Dyke shot his 
roommate, Jason Lillibridge of Norwich, before killing himself on Friday. Police have released 
few details about the shooting. Lillibridge is expected to make a full recovery.  



 
News    05/07/07   12pm   : 30 
 
A man accused of killing another man in a barroom brawl, will be sentenced today in 
Hampden County Superior Court. Frank Bruso pleaded guilty in April to a charge of 
involuntary manslaughter, which carries a five to seven and a half prison sentence. Westfield 
State College student John O‟Connell was killed by a blow to the head from Bruso, in a fight 
outside a Westfield bar in October 2005.   
 
News    05/07/07   5pm   : 30 
 
The man accused of killing another man in a bar room brawl is sentenced today in Hampden 
County Superior Court. Frank Bruso was ordered to a serve a six to seven and a half year 
prison sentence, to be followed by four years of probation. Bruso pleaded guilty in April to a 
charge of involuntary manslaughter. He is accused of the death of Westfield State College 
student John O‟Connell who allegedly suffered a blow to the head from Bruso in a fight 
outside a Westfield bar in October 2005.  
 
News     05/07/07   6pm   : 30 
 
The city of Springfield reaches a settlement with an African American school principal who 
was allegedly attacked by five white police officers. Douglas Greer was pulled from his car by 
the officers in January 2005 as he was having a diabetic attack while parked at a 
convenience store. Greer, who at the time was the principal of the Robert M. Hughes 
Academy Charter School in Springfield, says the officers kicked and choked him and accused 
him of being on drugs. One of the officers in his original report said police were trying to 
restrain Greer as he thrashed and screamed before he was taken to a hospital for treatment. 
Under the agreement reached last month and announced today, Greer will receive 180 
thousand dollars. The city and officers admit no liability.  
 
News     05/08/07   6am   : 30 
 
A 30 year old Pittsfield man pleads not guilty to charges that he sexually assaulted his 
girlfriend‟s 12 year old sister. Paul Scott was ordered held on 2,500 dollars bail at his 
arraignment in Central Berkshire District Court yesterday on one count of indecent assault 
and battery on a child under 14 stemming from the alleged April 2nd incident.  
 
News     05/08/07   12pm   : 30 
 
New this noon, the Holyoke police department is cracking down on drugs in the city. In a new 
release from Holyoke Police Chief Anthony Scott‟s office, police obtained 31 arrest warrants 
for drug trafficking and selling after a five month long investigation. And over the weekend, 
Holyoke police arrested 11 of those individuals, ten others were already in police custody, 
and will be arraigned on those new charges, and four individuals are considered wanted and 
at large.  
 



News    05/08/07   5pm   : 30 
 
The Holyoke police department is cracking down on drugs in the city. In a news release, 
Holyoke Police Chief Anthony Scott says his officers obtained 31 arrest warrants for drug 
trafficking and selling, the result of a five month long investigation. Over the weekend, 
Holyoke police arrested 11 of those individuals. They were all arraigned in Holyoke District 
Court yesterday. Ten others, already in police custody, were arraigned on new charges and 
ten individuals are still at large. For a full list and pictures of those individuals still wanted by 
Holyoke police, you can log onto our website at wwlp.com.  
 
News    05/08/07   5pm   : 30 
 
22News has learned that one person is being charged in connection with an unspecified 
threat that lead to an early dismissal at Holyoke High School last Friday. After students were 
dismissed, the school was searcher by state police, but no weapon or device was found. 
According to a statement from Holyoke public schools, the person that was allegedly 
responsible has been charged with two felonies.  
 
News    05/08/07   5pm   : 30 
 
Six men arrested in a terror plot to kill soldiers at Fort Dix in New Jersey, also conducted 
surveillance at other military installations, including Dover Air Force Base in Delaware. 
Federal agents say the foreign born Muslims also surveyed Fort Monmouth and a 
Philadelphia Coast Guard station. Their plan, prosecutors say, was to use motors, rocket 
propelled grenades and guns to quote: kill as many soldiers as possible at Fort Dix. 
Authorities say the group has no ties to any international terror organization like Al-Qaeda. 
The men face federal charges of conspiracy to kill US servicemen.  
 
News     05/08/07   11pm   : 30 
 
Four Springfield men have been acquitted of murder charges stemming from a 4th of July 
shooting. A Hampden Superior Court jury found the four men not guilty today. Patrick Bullard 
was gunned down on State Street in Springfield after the annual fireworks show on July 4th, 
2004. Four Springfield men, Jeffrey Williams, Thomas Brown, Rayon Dancy and James 
Dominguez, were all indicted for murder. Hampden County District attorney William Bennett 
said the shooting was the result of an ongoing dispute between rival gang members. DA 
Bennett said he‟s disappointed with the verdict.  
 
News    05/09/07   5pm   : 30 
 
Holyoke police have released the name of the person they say threatened to kill a number of 
students last Friday at Holyoke High School. In the news release, Holyoke police Chief 
Anthony Scott says 17 year old Indira Jimenez wrote a note in Spanish threatening to kill 
students and then herself quote “like the Chinese kid at Virginia Tech”. Jiminez allegedly 
confessed to writing the note and is being criminally charged with threats causing an 



evacuation. After the note was found by school officials, the high school was quickly 
evacuated and classes resumed as normal on Monday morning.  
 
News     05/09/07   6pm   : 30 
 
The two other teens accused of vandalizing East Longmeadow High School appeared in 
court today.  The defense attorney for 19 year old Jonathan Adler said he was a member of 
the key club and cross country team in high school, a good kid who committed a senseless 
act of vandalism on a Friday night out with friends. Adler and two other teens, William 
O‟Shea, shown here at his arraignment last Tuesday and Aaron O‟Brien are charged with 
vandalizing East Longmeadow High School with statements like religion is for the weak and 
art is resistance. During their investigation, police linked the website, art is resistance dot com 
to the facebook page of William O‟Shea. A student at the school led police to Jonathan Adler, 
who admitted to committing the crime. A plea agreement for Adler will include one year of 
probation, 20 hours of community service, and nearly 2 thousand dollars in restitution to 
cover the cost of damage. If Adler follows the terms of the agreement, the incident will not go 
on his record as a felony. Aaron O‟Brien also appeared, but did not have his attorney present, 
Not guilty pleas were entered on his behalf, but he will return to court on June 18th.   
 
News     05/10/07   5pm   : 30 
 
A federal appeals court has upheld the death sentence of convicted murderer Gary Lee 
Sampson. He‟s the Abington man who confessed to killing three men during a week long 
crime rampage in 2001. Sampson argued in his appeal that the jury that sentenced him 
should not have been shown gruesome crime scene photos. Sampson is the first person in 
Massachusetts sentenced to die under the federal death penalty law.  
 
News     05/10/07   530pm  : 30 
 
A dozen drivers in West Springfield might be using paper maps instead of the high tech GPS 
unites that once graced their car dash boards. West Springfield police Captain Allen 
Whitehead tells 22News twelve units have been stolen in the last month from hotel parking 
lots on Riverdale Street and from retail outlets. One of the victims, Chris Barber tells 22News 
he wishes he‟d hidden his unit. Barber says whoever did this knew what they were doing, 
because he‟d left his car in an area where there were no surveillance cameras. Barber spent 
about 300 dollars on his unit and had it for one year. Someone stole it from his car 
Wednesday morning.  
 
News     05/11/07   5am   : 30 
 
New from the overnight, a teenage girl has been murdered in Springfield. It happened at 338 
Wilbraham Road just before midnight. Springfield Captain Peter Dillion tells 22News a car 
pulled up to the address and opened fire at people on the porch there. A 14 year old girl was 
shot in the stomach and later died. A 29 year old man was also shot in the leg. He is 
expected to recover. So far there have been no arrests.  
 



News    05/11/07   6am   : 30 
 
A man charged with impersonating his brother has been cleared of rape charges. A women 
who had sex with Alvin Suliveres in a darkened room of her Westfield home late one night 
claimed she was raped. She said the man tricked her into the act. But the states highest court 
disagreed, citing a state law that says it‟s not rape when consent to sexual intercourse is 
obtained through fraud.   
 
News     05/12/07   6am   : 30 
 
A veteran guard at a Suffolk County jail has been arrested and charged with selling drugs to 
inmates. Prosecutors say Kenneth Nobile of Revere was arraigned yesterday on various drug 
charges. Police arrested Nobile on Thursday morning as he arrived at work at the South Bay 
Correctional Facility. Police allegedly found seven grams of heroin packaged in red and blue 
balloons in his car.  
 
News     05/13/07   7am   : 30 
 
Springfield police are asking for your help in finding the killer of a 14 year old Springfield girl. 
Dymond McGowan was killed Thursday night in a drive by shooting outside of 338 Wilbraham 
Road. A 29 year old man was also shot in the knee. Police believe he may have been the 
target of the shooting. So far, there are no suspects or motive for the shooting. If you have 
any information, you are asked to call Springfield police at 787-6355.  
 
News    05/13/07   9am    : 30 
 
State police investigators say an officer who shot a suspect as he tried to flee Barnstable 
District Court in justified. Twenty two years old suspect Anthony Roberts survived the shot to 
the abdomen. Police say Roberts fled the court after he slipped out of his handcuffs back in 
February. He then carjacked a vehicle, rammed a van and swerved onto the road before he 
was shot.  
 
News     05/13/07   6pm    : 30 
 
A Springfield man is in trouble with the law miles from here. 44 years old Carlos Rivera 
allegedly traveled all the way to Manchester, Connecticut to hold up a liquor store at 
gunpoint, the information coming from a Manchester police department news release. Police 
emphasize this was no ordinary liquor store holdup, but a four hour stand off at a Manchester 
shopping center, management locking down their shopping facility during the stand off. 
Rivera held under one million dollars bail pending his appointment with a Manchester judge 
Monday morning.  
 
News     05/13/07   11pm   : 30 
 
At least three people were stabbed tonight and possibly a fourth during a fight at a Chicopee 
restaurant. It happened at the Hu Ke Lau, a popular restaurant on Memorial Drive, around 



nine o‟clock tonight. Sgt. Holly Davis of the Chicopee Detective Bureau says police 
responded to a call for a fight at the restaurant. One person was taken to the hospital says 
Davis from the Hu Ke Lau with a stab wound. And a short time after that a vehicle stopped on 
the Deady Bridge and the occupant had a stab would. Sgt. Davis said another person also 
showed up on the bridge who had been stabbed. Police believe the stabbings are all 
connected. And at this point, are trying to determine whether there is a fourth victim.  
 
News     05/14/07   12pm   : 30 
 
Police in Chicopee have released the names of three victims stabbed after a brawl on 
Sunday night. Captain Godin tells 22News that officers were called to the area of the Hu Ke 
Lau Restaurant and the TD Banknorth around 9:15 Sunday night. Captain Godin says a 
brawl that started as people were leaving the restaurant, spilling out on the parking lot, a 
neighboring street and the TD Banknorth parking lot. 30 year old Luis Bermudez, 21 year old 
Victor Collazo and 36 year old Armando Oquendo were injured in the fight. None of the 
injuries are life threatening. Captain Godin says Oquendo is set to be arraigned today on 
several charges including armed assault with intent to murder, and assault and battery with a 
dangerous weapon.  
 
News    05/14/07   5pm   : 30 
 
Opening arguments were heard today in the trial of a man accused of murdering a pregnant 
gas station clerk in Deerfield. The gruesome crime sent shockwaves through the many close 
knit communities here in Franklin County. And today the man prosecutors say killed a gas 
station clerk and her unborn baby is on trial for murder. Dennis Bateman is accused of 
strangling 21 year old Brandy Waryasz at a Deerfield gas station in April 2005. Prosecutors 
say Bateman killed the clerk and her unborn baby after she refused to help him steal the cash 
register. A customer found her body on the station‟s floor. She was seven months pregnant. 
Prosecutors say the 42 year old Bateman‟s DNA was found on a nylon strap used as a 
murder weapon. But the defense claims that DNA from other people was found on the strap 
as well.  
 
News    05/14/07   5pm   : 30 
 
Springfield‟s police commissioner takes aim at landlords he says don‟t pay attention to what‟s 
happening at their properties in the city. At a news conference about the murder of 14 year 
old Dymond McGowan, the commissioner said there were over 80 police calls to 338 
Wilbraham Road since 1999. He says the house was a hotspot for crime. 22News tried to 
contact the owner of the property, Suresh Kachwaha at his home on Arbor Way in Amherst to 
find out what his policy is regarding the tenants of his property, but there was no answer. He 
owns between 20 and 30 other properties in the city.  
 
News     05/14/07   5pm   : 30 
 
In Amherst, more than two dozen people were arrested at a party over the weekend. 22News 
cameras were rolling at an off campus party that went from Saturday night into Sunday 



morning. Police were prepared for the worst as tactical units stood by, arrests were made for 
noise and open container violations, underage drinking and drug offenses. In all 26 students 
were arrested.  
 
News     05/14/07   530pm  : 30 
 
Thieves are cashing in on copper in Franklin County. Erving police say they‟ve arrested one 
of three people suspected of stealing thousands of dollars worth of copper from a vacant 
paper mill. For about on month, these alleged copper criminals have been ripping the metal 
out of the walls and machines in the vacant international paper mill. And their seventh hit on 
the place turned out to be very unlucky. According to Erving police Chief Chris Blair, at least 
three suspects have been breaking into the mill up for sale, and have disabled the mill from 
power and shut the furnaces down, stealing the copper wiring for cash, sometimes pieces of 
up to 180 feet long. Finally after surveillance, Montague cops spotted a truck speeding from 
the mill, that‟s when one suspect took off on foot and a police pursuit followed with the driver. 
43 year old Kevin Santor of Marlborough, New Hampshire was caught with the copper and 
arraigned this morning at Orange District Court. Two other suspects remain on the run. This 
morning, Chief Blair took a trip to the scrap metal yard in New Hampshire, where the copper 
is being sold, looking for answers. An electrician estimated the damage done to the vacant 
mill at 80 to 120 thousand dollars. Meantime, police say they are hot on the trail of the 
second suspect, believed to be Kevin Santor‟s roommate.  
 
News     05/14/07   11pm   : 30 
 
New information in last night‟s bloody brawl that left three stabbing victims on Memorial Drive 
in Chicopee. Chicopee police Captain Gary Godin tells 22News the violence erupted in front 
of the Hu Ke Lau Restaurant around 9:15 last night. A fight involving two groups of people 
spilled over to the bank parking lot next door. Three men suffered stab wounds in the fight. 
None of the injuries is considered life threatening. Captain Godin says one of the wounded 
men, 36 year old Armando Oquendo has been charged and assault and battery with a 
dangerous weapon, and armed assault with intent to murder.   
 
News    05/16/07   12pm   : 30 
 
A Springfield man is convicted of raping an eight year old girl. Angel Aviles was found guilty 
in Hampden County Superior Court of one count of child rape and one charge of indecent 
assault and battery on a child under 14. The victim first told her mother that Aviles touched 
her inappropriately in 2002. But her mother did not go to police until 2005.  
 
News    05/16/07   5pm    : 30 
 
Springfield police have made an arrest in last week‟s drive by shooting that claimed the life of 
a 14 year old girl. Springfield police Captain Robert MacFarlin tells 22News, police arrested 
the suspected triggerman in the shooting death of 14 year old Dymond McGowan. McGowan 
was killed and a 29 year old man was shot in the knee in front of 338 Wilbraham Road last 
Thursday. Captain MacFarlin tells 22News 17 year old Sean Shea of Springfield faces a 



murder charge and a charge of assault and battery with a dangerous weapon, a gun. 
MacFarlin says police have identified three more suspects in the shooting.  
 
News     05/16/07   5pm   : 30 
 
Day two of testimony in Dennis Bateman‟s Franklin County Superior Court double murder 
trail. Prosecutors called witnesses to testify about the death of 21 year old Brandy Waryasz 
and her unborn son. Investigators allege Bateman strangled the gas station clerk two years 
ago, after she refused to help him steal money from the cash register. Prosecutors say 
Bateman‟s DNA was on the murder weapon, a nylon strap. But Bateman‟s lawyer says other 
suspects weren‟t adequately investigated.  
 
News    05/16/07   5pm   : 30 
 
A Springfield man faces sentencing Thursday after being convicted of raping an eight year 
old girl. Angel Aviles was found guilty in Hampden County Superior Court of one count of 
child rape and one charge of indecent assault and battery on a child under 14. The victim first 
told her mother that Aviles touched her inappropriately in 2002. But her mother did not go to 
police until 2005.  
 
News     05/16/07   530pm  : 30 
 
A 20 year old UMass student is found unconscious and unresponsive in an Amherst 
apartment complex. In a news release, Amherst police tell 22News officers found the victim in 
an apartment at 124 Amity Street just after two this morning. The apartment is in a complex 
known as the Griggs. Police are not releasing the victim‟s name at this time, but say he has a 
head injury and is in serious condition at Baystate Medical Center. Investigators have 
arrested another UMass student 22 year old Jason Becker of Burtonsville, Maryland. Becker 
is charged with three counts of assault by means of a dangerous weapon, which police 
describe as a metal pipe. Becker is also charged with assault and battery resulting in serious 
bodily injury. Police expect to make more arrests in the case.  
 
News     05/16/07   11pm   : 30 
 
A substitute teacher is Lawrence has been charged with assault and battery, after an incident 
at school was caught on tape. Douglas Tracia is seen on school security video chasing a first 
grader out a door and then flinging him by his shirt down the hallway. The boy was left with 
cuts and scratches on his neck. The school district suspended the teacher without pay until 
the criminal case is resolved.  
 
News     05/17/07   12pm   : 30 
 
A 20 year old man remains at the hospital after being shot by his girlfriend. Sgt. Roy Carter 
says 20 year old Charlene Harrison and her boyfriend were having an argument when 
Harrison allegedly shot her boyfriend in the hip. The shooting occurred at their Springfield 



home on 101 Federal Street at 2:30 this morning. Harrison was taken into police custody and 
her boyfriend is being treated at Baystate Medical Center.  
News     05/17/07   5pm   : 30 
 
Extra tight security as two people accused of killing a 14 year old girl in a drive by shooting in 
Springfield were arraigned in court today. Court officers flooded the courtroom for the murder 
arraignment of 17 year old Shawn Shea and 22 year old Donnell Godbolt. The two have been 
charged with a drive by shooting on Wilbraham Road that killed 14 year old Dymond 
McGowan. Police commissioner Edward Flynn says the shooting was a result of a dispute 
between gangs. The victim‟s father attended the hearings, but was too distraught to talk 
about what happened in court. Both suspects were ordered held without bail, after pleading 
not guilty to murder and assault and battery charges. They will appear again in court on June 
11th.  
 
News    05/17/07   5pm   : 30 
 
Its life in prison for a Pittsfield man found guilty of fatally stabbing his estranged wife. After 
deliberating more than four hours a Berkshire County Superior Court jury found 36 year old 
Seymour Townsend guilty on one count of first degree murder. The body of 27 year old 
Michelle Townsend was discovered in his Pittsfield apartment in March of 2006. 
 
News     05/17/07   5pm   : 30 
 
Holyoke police chief Anthony Scott credits citizen complaints about illegal drug activity, for 
leading to the arrests of three people on drug charges. The suspects pictured here were 
arrested on Wednesday in a parking lot outside an apartment at 83 Jackson Street. 
According to Scott, police confiscated crack cocaine, marijuana, 100 dollars in cash, scales, 
drug packaging materials, police scanners and a BB gun from the apartment and a car 
outside the residence.  
 
News     05/17/07   530pm  : 30 
 
Police say a fight over a parking spot, ended with a man being beaten with a tire iron. Police 
say it happened during a party at an Amherst apartment complex on Amity Road yesterday 
morning. According to police the 20 year old victim was hit with a tire iron, punched and 
kicked. Officers are not releasing his identity only that he is a UMass Amherst student. The 
victim is being treated at Baystate Medical Center for head injuries. Police arrested fellow 
UMass Amherst student, Jason Becker of Burtonsville, Maryland. The 22 year old is charged 
with multiple counts of assault with a dangerous weapon and assault and battery causing 
serious bodily injury.   
 
News     05/17/07   11pm   : 30 
 
Springfield police have arrested the third murder suspect in last week‟s drive by shooting that 
claimed the life of a 14 year old girl. Springfield police spokeswoman Jennifer Flagg tells 
22News that police arrested 18 year old Alexander Vaughn of Springfield. Vaughn‟s 



scheduled for arraignment tomorrow on charges of murder and assault and battery with a 
dangerous weapon. Vaughn‟s charged in connection with last week‟s drive by shooting on 
Wilbraham Road. 14 year old Dymond McGown was shot in the stomach and died. A man 
standing next to her that might was wounded in his leg. Vaughn is the third suspect charged 
in the shooting. Today, 17 year old Shawn Shea, and 22 year old Donnell Godbolt were 
arraigned on the same charges in Springfield District Court. Shea and Godbolt were ordered 
held without bail pending a June 15th court hearing. 
 
News     05/17/07   11pm   : 30 
 
Police found the body of a 28 year old woman at her apartment tonight after her young 
daughter was stranded at school. Norfolk County District Attorney William Keating says 
officers are investigating the death of Michelle Durham as a murder. School officials asked 
Braintree police to check on the woman at about 3:40 this afternoon when the 8 year old girl 
at a local elementary school said her mother had not come for her. The little girl is safe.  
 
News     05/18/07   5am   : 30 
 
Its life in prison for a Pittsfield man convicted of first degree murder for killing his wife. A jury 
in Berkshire County Superior Court deliberated four and a half hours over two days before 
finding 37 year old Seymour Townsend guilty yesterday of fatally stabbing Michelle 
Townsend. Seymour Townsend‟s lawyer argued that his client was guilty of voluntary 
manslaughter.  
 
News    05/18/07   6am   : 30 
 
The justice department says that youth gangs are contributing to rising crime rates. FBI data 
for 2006 shows that violent crime rose by almost 4 percent nationwide during the first 6 
months of the year. Attorney General Alberto Gonzales said earlier this week that gangs and 
gun violence are partly to blame. Locally, Holyoke‟s police chief says gangs are responsible 
for most of the area‟s crime problems. The US attorney general has launched new initiatives 
to combat violent crime. One such initiative makes 125 million dollars available to state and 
local governments for crime control and prevention.  
 
News    05/19/07   6am   : 30 
 
Holyoke police have made an arrest in a kidnapping and rape case. Police Chief Anthony 
Scott issued a news release about the arrest of Juan Pereira of South Summer Street in 
Holyoke. Pereira is accused of raping a woman last Saturday after she approached him for 
drugs. Pereira is charged with kidnapping, rape, assault and battery with a dangerous 
weapon and other charges. The victim was listed in critical condition at a local hospital for 
several days. A judge set bail for Pereira at 200 thousand dollars.  
 
News    05/19/07   6am   : 30 
 



Palmer and state police would like your help finding two robbery suspects. State Trooper 
Gary Fitzgerald tells 22News two men, one wearing a yellow rain coat and the other wearing 
a yellow hoodie sweatshirt, robbed the Comcast cable office in Palmer. Trooper Fitzgerald 
says the men claimed they had a delivery and were even carrying a large box. Once in the 
office, the men overpowered two women inside. They stole some cash and drove away in an 
older model blue sedan. The women suffered only minor injuries. If you have any information 
about the robbery, you‟re asked to call Palmer police at 283-8792. 
 
News     05/19/07   6pm   : 30 
 
A disturbance late this afternoon in the Forest Park section of the city brought every available 
police officer to the neighborhood. They were called to help their fellow officers who were 
reportedly under siege. According to police Lt. Robert Moynihan, it all started when police 
arrested several young people who had broken into a house at 18 Priscilla Street, not far 
from the intersection of Sumner Avenue and White Street. Moyhihan tells 22News that the 
arresting officers called for help when several other young people got involved in the fray. 
Several officers were injured and he describes the injuries to the officers as minor. It‟s 
unclear at this point just how many arrests were made and what the charges are. Moynihan 
explained that in a situation like this when a police officer calls for assistance, every available 
cruiser from all parts of the city come to his aid.  
 
News     05/20/07   7am   : 30 
 
We begin with breaking news out of Springfield. Three people are fighting for their lives at a 
local hospital after a shooting rampage in the Mason square section of the city in the early 
morning hours. Three people have been taken into emergency surgery at Baystate Medical 
Center after being critically wounded by gunfire in the early morning hours. We‟re told they 
were at a party inside the Bergan Housing Complex behind me and when they came out to 
the street, were gunned down. 22News cameras capturing the desperate attempt to rush the 
victims to the hospital as they were fighting for their lives. According to Springfield police 
Captain Robert McFarland two men and a woman were partying a bit earlier in the night in 
the apartments. Then just after 12:30, emergency crews responded to 50 Girard Street to find 
the two Springfield residents and one who was visiting from Puerto Rico with gunshot wounds 
to the chest and abdomen. It‟s not clear what provoked the hail of gunfire, but it is clear, all 
three have life threatening injuries. Police spent a good part of the night pouring over shell 
casings, searching for a motive. Right now, there have been no arrests made. Again, two 
men and a woman are at Baystate at this hour undergoing emergency surgery for gunshot 
wounds to the chest and abdomen.  
 
News    05/20/07   7am    : 30 
 
Westfield police are looking into the cause of a late night stabbing. Just before midnight 
police were called to 33 Elm Street after a man was stabbed in the hip area. Westfield police 
Lieutenant Lawrence Valliere tells 22News the man was treated at Baystate Medical Center 
for non-life threatening injuries. At this point, the cause may be accidental yet police are still 
checking on what may have led to the incident.  



 
News     05/20/07   7am    : 30 
 
And in Springfield, and attempted car jacking leads to another stabbing. Sgt. Roy Carter tells 
22News, at 9:30 last night a man was stabbed in the back and the rib cage outside 941 
Worthington Street near the corner of Armory Street. The suspect then fled without the car. 
The victim was taken to Baystate Medical Center his condition is unknown. But as we find out 
more details, we will sure bring them to you.  
 
News     05/20/07   7am   : 30 
 
Springfield police officers tried to arrest some people who broke into a home in the Forest 
Park section of the city, but the suspects wouldn‟t go into custody easy. Springfield Police 
Captain Peter Dillion tells 22News ten people were arrested for breaking into a vacant home 
and throwing a party in the mid afternoon yesterday. Captain Dillion says when officers 
arrived at 18 Priscilla Street to shut down the party and arrest those who broke in, the party 
goers started to get rowdy, forcing the officers to call for backup. Several officers were injured 
and Dillion describes the injuries as minor. Police arrested a total of ten people, some were 
juveniles. The charges range from resisting arrest to breaking and entering just to name a 
few.  
 
News     05/21/07   5am   : 30 
 
Arraignment this morning for a Holyoke man charged with a violent rape. Police say Juan 
Pereira kidnapped, beat and raped a woman on May 12th. Holyoke police Chief Anthony 
Scott says Pereira took the woman into the woods so the two could take drugs. Instead, the 
chief says, the suspect allegedly severely beat the woman with a wooden object then raped 
her. The woman was taken to Holyoke Medical Center where she was listed in critical 
condition for several days with severe head injuries. Arraignment is in Holyoke District Court.  
 
News    05/21/07   5am   : 30 
 
The search continues for the suspects in connection with a Mason Square shooting from 
early Sunday morning. Residents are reeling from a recent bout of violence. 22News is there 
as emergency crews rush a shooting victim to Baystate Medical Center, he and a second 
victim from Springfield along with a third visiting from Puerto Rico suffering critical injuries to 
the chest and abdomen, according to Springfield Police Captain Robert McFarland, the 
aftermath of an early morning shoot out, as small children look on. Richard Rodriguez was at 
apartment house party at 45 Girard Avenue that literally ended with a bang. Explaining his 
desperate attempts to keep the victims conscious. With a rash of gun violence, Rodriguez 
says it‟s no longer safe to raise a family here. As detectives go door to door, searching for 
answers, many others in the neighborhood say they‟re searching for a new place to live.   
 
News     05/21/07   5pm   : 30 
 



It‟s happened again, another local high school is targeted by vandals. Last month it was East 
Longmeadow High School, now students and staff at Chicopee High School are being 
questioned after graffiti was found on several locations outside the building. Anti-war 
messages, such as free speech, students against the war, and wake up to your cruel leaders 
were spray painted all over the high school. The school was holding military career day for 
students interested in pursuing a career in the armed services. Some students had planned a 
protest and were outraged when they saw the graffiti. Police investigating the incident found 
this male wearing a hooded sweatshirt on tapes from security cameras at the school. 
Chicopee police Sergeant Christopher Leroux tells 22News a suspect has turned himself in 
with connection with the graffiti incident but he hasn‟t yet been charged.  
 
News     05/21/07   5pm   : 30 
 
Two of the victims involved in Sunday‟s triple shooting in Springfield have been upgraded to 
stable but serious condition. A third victim remains in serious condition. That‟s according to 
Springfield police department spokesperson Marcia Brown. The shooting happened early 
yesterday morning on Girard Avenue in the Mason Square section of the city. The victims 
were two men and w women, one visiting from Puerto Rico. They were rushed to Baystate 
Medical Center. Police have not released their identities yet. Springfield detectives continue 
to look for clues. They say a motive has not yet been established for the shootings.  
 
News     05/21/07   530pm  : 30 
 
Springfield police are looking for the gunman in an afternoon shooting. Springfield police 
officer Marcia Brown tells 22News that at 2:35 this afternoon, officers responded to 160 
Belmont Avenue for reports of shots fired. A man who had suffered gunshot was taken to 
Baystate Medical Center. Police are looking for a Hispanic man in his 20‟s, wearing a white 
tee shirt and jeans. Officer Brown says the gunman may have driven away in an emerald 
green SUV. They have a partial license plate number, 82E. If you see this vehicle please call 
Springfield police at 787-6325.  
 
News     05/21/07   530pm  : 30 
 
New developments out of Hampshire County tonight. Police have charged a second person 
in the tire iron beating of a UMass student. Saturday Amherst police made a second arrest in 
relation to the assault that left a man seriously injured. That incident happened early 
Wednesday morning at the Griggs Apartments at 124 Amity Street in Amherst. 22year old 
UMass student Justin Etter of Brockton, was charged with assault and battery resulting in 
serious bodily harm. In a news release, Amherst police tells 22News they are still looking for 
22 year old Michael Vaz of Springfield. Vaz is wanted on the same charges. Right now the 
victim remains hospitalized at Baystate Medical Center with non-life threatening head injuries. 
And just before news time we got a call that the group A.W.A.K.E. will surrender Michael Vaz 
tomorrow morning at 7am.  
 
News     05/21/07   530pm  : 30 
 



The Berkshire County District Attorney is reporting a major drug bust in the Berkshires. He 
says agents broke up a cocaine distribution ring. On Friday, the Berkshire County Drug Task 
Force raided three locations, including a home at 37 Springside Avenue. And another at 1112 
North Street. They say the raids, which led to the arrests of six people, were the result of a 
lengthy investigation which included the court ordered wiretapping of cell phones. All the 
defendants face cocaine trafficking and other charges. Two are being held on 200 thousand 
dollars cash bail.  
 
News     05/21/07   6pm   : 30 
 
Police in Pittsfield say they‟ve broken up a cocaine distribution. And as 22News reporter Dan 
Elias tells us, the first six arrests may be just the tip of the iceberg. That‟s because this 
investigation involved the tapping of cell phones and those phones and the phone records 
they‟re tied to may bring in many more arrests. Caroline Falkowski and her son Derek were 
home last Friday when police swarmed the house next door, arresting suspects in a cocaine 
distribution ring. I was very happy they were here. We just want to make sure the 
neighborhood is safe and clean and drug free. The raid and another here at 37 Springside 
Avenue, led to the arrest of six suspects, all charged with trafficking in cocaine, among other 
charges. The top two are being held on 200 thousand dollars cash bail. And the network of 
suppliers, dealers and customers may all be tied together by the calling records of the cell 
phones of those arrested, which were tapped by police prior to the arrests, leading to the 
prospect of many more who may face charges. Cooperation from some, now is the time to 
come forward with people involved at what ever level.  
 
News     05/21/07   6pm   : 30 
 
Three Holyoke students will face a judge after allegedly writing on school property. Vandals 
spray painted the front of Holyoke High School this weekend. Holyoke Police Captain Bill 
McCoy tells 22Newsa police charged 20 year old Edel Quinonez, 18 year old Luis Santiago, 
both Holyoke High School seniors, and 18 year old Sunny Moore who attends Dean Voke. All 
three students face arraignment soon on charges of defacing school property. Police Captain 
McCoy credits the vice principals and resource officers at the school for these arrests.  
 
News     05/21/07   6pm   : 30 
 
A New England shoplifting spree comes to an abrupt end here in Western Massachusetts. 
These alleged shoplifters were caught red handed Sunday with 4 thousand dollars worth of 
merchandise from K-Mart in Palmer. 22News has store surveillance video of these suspects 
taken just moments before their arrest. Caught in the act, the Palmer K-Mart surveillance 
video appears to show two people stealing thousands of dollars worth of home health care 
products and electronics, police say it isn‟t the first time. But their alleged illegal business was 
shut down Sunday night when K-Mart called Palmer police to tell them the thieves were back 
again. Police made two arrests, 29 year old Janet Sanchez and 20 year old Justin Rodriguez, 
both of Springfield, two other suspects are still on the loose. At this point it is unclear how the 
shoplifting suspects got their hands on the keys. Today the two suspects were arraigned and 
charged with several counts of larceny over 250 dollars, breaking and entering and resisting 



arrest. Justin Rodriguez is being held on 500 dollars cash and 5000 surety. And Janet 
Sanchez is being held on 1000 dollars cash.  
 
News    05/21/07   11pm   : 30 
 
Chicopee police have arrested a man who they say is responsible for some political graffiti 
painted on Chicopee High School‟s exterior walls. Chicopee Police Sergeant Christopher 
Lareau tells 22News that 26 year old Easthampton resident Barry Scott surrendered to police 
tonight. He‟s charged with trespassing and vandalizing property. Scott has been released on 
personal recognizance. Scott was wanted for anti-war messages, such as free speech, 
students against the war, and wake up to your cruel leaders were spray painted all over the 
high school. Scott faces formal arraignment in Chicopee District Court in the morning.  
 
News     05/21/07   11pm   : 30 
 
Springfield police are still looking for the gunman in an afternoon shooting near the X. The 
shooting happened at 160 Belmont Avenue at 2:35 this afternoon. Springfield police 
spokeswoman Marcia Brown tells 22News responding officers found a man who had suffered 
gunshot wounds. The victim was taken to Baystate Medical Center. Police are looking for a 
Hispanic man in his 20‟s, wearing a white tee shirt and jeans. The gunman may have driven 
away in an emerald green SUV with a partial license plate number, 82E. If you see this 
vehicle, you‟re asked to call Springfield police at 787-6325. 
 
News     05/21/07   11pm   : 30 
 
A middle aged couple and their adult son were found dead this afternoon in what officials call 
an apparent double murder suicide. The 3 victims were found in an apartment in the Avalon 
at Stevens Pond development in Saugus. Investigators have not released details on how they 
died, nor their names or ages. The bodies were found shortly after 2pm. Neighbors said they 
were shocked by the violence in an otherwise quiet area.  
 
News     05/22/07   12pm   : 30 
 
A homeless man is charged with raping an 87 year old Quincy woman. Police say 42 year old 
Brandon Patrick Wells entered the woman‟s apartment through a sliding glass door on May 
third. He had just been released from the Suffolk House of Correction earlier that day. 
Investigators say Wells was linked to the scene through DNA evidence. When police made 
the connection, Wells was already back in jail for allegedly breaking into a home on May 
seventh.  
 
News    05/22/07   5pm   : 30 
 
An Easthampton man answered to charges today of vandalizing a school he once attended. 
Barry Scott says he took the first amendment too far by defacing school property in order to 
protest against the Iraq war. This Holyoke Community College sophomore appeared in 
Chicopee District Court this morning before Judge Philip Beatie. Scott was charged with one 



count of trespassing and one count of vandalizing property. This after he was accused of 
spray painting anti-war messages, such as free speech, students against the war and wake 
up to your cruel leaders all over Chicopee High School. The 26 year old man who now lives 
in Easthampton was released on 5,000 dollars personal surety. There was a special condition 
of his release that he stays away from Chicopee High School. A pretrial conference will be 
held on July 9th.  
 
News     05/22/07   11pm   : 30 
 
A Springfield man will spend at least nine years behind bars for a 2005 Labor Day murder. 
Hampden County Superior Court Judge Brian McDonald sentenced Angel Nieves to 9 to 11 
years in state prison. The 24 year old Nieves pleaded guilty to manslaughter. 21 year old 
Angel Chiclana was shot to death on the streets of Springfield in September of 2005. Judge 
McDonald endorsed the plea deal, but said the punishment was not harsh enough to fit the 
crime.  
 
News    05/23/07   530pm  : 30 
 
Police are calling it a group beat down of a 16 year old girl and they say a 40 year old woman 
and her three teenage girls are to blame. The alleged attack took place in front of dozens of 
on lookers at the Natick Collection Mall Monday. Marilyn Camacho of Framingham and the 
three girls, ages 16, 13, and 12, are accused of stomping on the victim‟s legs, pushing her 
into a glass window and leaving her unconscious. Police say Camacho and the teens face 
assault and battery charges.   
 
News    05/23/07   6pm   : 30 
 
The defense and prosecution rested their cases against the Greenfield handyman accused of 
killing Brandy Waryasz and her unborn son two years ago. Tensions ran very high in the 
courtroom in this high profile case. Before the case went to the jury, the defense called a 
witness who claimed to have bought Bateman‟s motorcycle a few days before the murders. 
An 11th hour attempt to cast some shadow of doubt on the jury, that Bateman was not broke 
and his motive for murder would not have been robbery. In closing arguments, the defense 
told the jury, there are still more questions than answers. And the prosecution carried a heavy 
burden of convincing them, beyond a reasonable doubt, Dennis Bateman killed Brandy 
Waryasz and her unborn son in April of 2005 after a robbery attempt at the Deerfield Gas 
Station where she worked. The prosecution then fired back in a passionate last plea to the 
jury. But attorney Robert Jubinville told them to question why another man, Anthony Cox, 
whose DNA was also found on the murder weapon has gone unquestioned. Jury 
deliberations will begin tomorrow morning. Dennis Bateman faces two consecutive life terms 
in prison, if he is found guilty of armed robbery and the double murder.  
 
News    05/24/07   12pm   : 30 
 
Raelynn Mascal would have been 3 years old on June 14th. Instead she was pronounced 
dead at a hospital last Friday. 32 year old mother, Michele Lepkowski will be in Gardner 



District Court after being arrested for the death of her daughter. She was charged with 
assault and battery on a child and reckless child endangerment. Worcester District Attorney 
Joseph Early says complete findings from an autopsy are pending while the death remains 
under investigation. Yet more charges could be filed.  
 
News    05/24/07   5pm  ` : 30 
 
Jurors in the Dennis Bateman murder trial have completed their first day of deliberations 
without a verdict. Bateman is charged with killing 21 year old Brandy Waryasz and her 
unborn son in a robbery at a Deerfield gas station two years ago. Prosecutors say the 
handyman killed the two so he could take the 380 dollars in the gas station cash register to 
but crack cocaine. Bateman‟s lawyer argued that the case relied on circumstantial evidence.  
 
News     05/24/07   6pm   : 30 
 
Holyoke police are looking for a suspect in an apparent road rage incident. It happened 
Sunday at the intersection of Nonotuck and Hampden Streets. According to Holyoke police 
Captain Arthur Monfette, the victim stopped his car and confronted the driver of the car 
behind him, who he believed was tailgating. The man was severely beaten. Police are now 
looking for a silver or gray car similar in appearance to a Nissan Altima. They have a partial 
plate of 770 JX though that lead‟s turned up no results and may be inaccurate. The driver, 
who‟s the suspect in the beating, is described as a taller Hispanic man, 25 to 30 years old.  
 
News     05/28/07   5pm   : 30 
 
The city of Holyoke logs its second homicide this year. 22News reporter Jaclyn Cashman 
spoke with family members who refuse to believe this was a drug related death, as police 
suggest. 21 year old Joseph Scott Maille leaves behind a three year old son, a loving wife 
and a family who can‟t understand why someone would do this to him. Joseph Scott Maille 
was found dead at 736 High Street in Holyoke with gun shot wounds to the chest. Holyoke 
police Captain Athur Monfette tells 22news officers are trying to determine where the 
shooting occurred but police think it was in the vicinity of High Street. Police also believe that 
the murder was probably drug related. 22News spoke with his family today who claims that 
accusation is untrue, saying people need to stop using guns to deal with problems. Holyoke 
police are still searching for a suspect.   
 
News    05/29/07   6pm   : 30 
 
The city of Holyoke has logged two murders so far this year, both within one block of each 
other. On Saturday, the body of 21 year old Joseph Scott Maille was found at 736 High Street 
in an upstairs apartment with a gunshot wound to the chest. Police Captain Arthur Monfette 
tells 22news, it is coincidental that the first homicide of the year happened one block away on 
High Street. People who live and work in the area aren‟t sure whether this is becoming a very 
dangerous block. There have been no arrests in this latest murder. Captain Monfette says 
investigators aren‟t getting much cooperation from the public. They believe the shooting was 
drug related. The victim‟s family denies that claim.  



 
News    05/30/07   5am   : 30 
 
Breaking news at this hour. Agawam and West Springfield police are investigating an 
overnight assault. A person in the Agawam police department says the assault took place 
somewhere in West Springfield. Then the victim went to a mobile home park off of Springfield 
Street. Neighbors watched as police surround the area with tape. Detectives have not 
confirmed the victim‟s age, sex, or condition at this hour.  
 
News     05/30/07   5am   : 30 
 
A Wilbraham man admits to charges of attempting to send pornographic material to a child 
who turned out to be an undercover Pennsylvania detective. Palmer District Court Judge 
Patricia Poehler suspends ruling in the case for five years and restricts Lane Weinberg‟s 
contact with children. The 24 year old former youth worker admitted attempting to send 
material harmful to a minor and possession of material harmful to a minor with intent to 
distribute.  
 
News     05/30/07   12pm   : 30 
 
A house party turned violent as several people are stabbed in West Springfield. A fight broke 
out at 1am outside a Norman Street home in West Springfield. Multiple victims were stabbed 
with some kind of sharp object. A neighbor heard the ruckus and called 911. Everyone 
involved fled the area. West Springfield Sargeant Mark Sypek says some how the stabbing 
victims ended up at an Agawam trailer park on Springfield Street. From there, the victims 
were sent to Baystate Medical Center. No word so far on the victim‟s condition. Detectives 
are not releasing any names but so far 2 to 3 victims are in the hospital with ages ranging 
from 16 to 21 years old.  
 
News     05/30/07   5pm   : 30 
 
West Springfield police continue investigating an overnight stabbing in West Springfield that 
sent several people to the hospital. Tonight, a witness speaks out about the violent incident. 
A fight broke out around 1 this morning outside 176 Norman Street in West Springfield. 
Several people were stabbed. Zacharias Parent was celebrating his 22nd birthday when he 
heard the commotion in front of his house and says the fight had nothing to do with his party. 
In fact, he believes it was gang related. No word so far on the victim‟s condition. Detectives 
are not releasing any names at this time.  
 
News    05/30/07   5pm   : 30 
 
Probation for a Wilbraham man charged with attempting to send pornographic material to a 
child who turned out to be an undercover Pennsylvania detective. According to the 
Associated Press, 24 year old Lane Weinberg, a former youth worker, admitted attempting to 
send material harmful to a minor and possession of that material with intent to distribute. A 



Palmer District Court Judge suspended ruling in the case for five years and restricted 
Weinberg‟s contacts with children.  
 
News     05/30/07   530pm  : 30 
 
A judge sets bail at one thousand dollars for a 40 year old woman accused of heaping three 
girls beat a 16 year old girl unconscious. Marilyn Camacho of Framingham pleaded not guilty 
to assault and battery charges in a Natick courtroom. Police say Camacho helped three girl‟s 
ages, 16, 13, and 12 to stomp on the victim‟s legs and push her into a glass window front at 
the Natick Collection Mall. The judge ordered Camacho to have no contact with the victim 
and to stay away from the Natick Collection Mall.   
 
News    05/30/07   6pm   : 30 
 
Talk about a close call. A Springfield woman must have has the scare of her life last night. 
Just after one this morning, Springfield police responded to a call of shots fired on Montcalm 
Street in Indian Orchard. Officer Marcia Brown tells 22News, a stray bullet went through 
number 22 and bruised a woman‟s arm, while she was sleeping. You can see here, another 
bullet went through the window of a different building on that street. Police are still 
investigating this shooting.  
 
News     05/31/07   5am   : 30 
 
New from the overnight, the search is on for a shooting suspect in Holyoke. Police responded 
to 54 Clemente Street for shots fired just before two o‟clock. The victim was found on nearby 
Spring Street. He was taken to Baystate Medical Center where his condition is unknown. No 
arrests have been made in the case.  
 
News    06/20/07   5am   :30 
 
Just after school gets out for the summer, a thief steals the main source of fun from an entire 
neighborhood full of children. 13 bikes in all were stolen from five different houses in the 
course of two days. Nearly every child on Burke Way in Hadley owns a bike, because the 
street runs parallel to a popular bike trail. Hadley Police believe the bike theft is an isolated 
incident. For now, officials are still trying to find a suspect in the case and welcome the 
public‟s help in trying to locate the individual.  
 
News    06/20/07   5am   :30 
 
A drug bust in Holyoke keeps some cocaine, heroin, and marijuana off the street. Holyoke 
Police Chief Anthony Scott tells 22News his Narcotics/Vice division arrested six people on 
drug charges. The arrests are apart of an ongoing uncover drug investigation at 10 Spring 
Street. The two suspects facing the most serious charges are 23 year old Israel Bonilla, Jr. 
and 19 year old Rafael Morales. They‟re accused of drug violations near a park or 
playground, and drug possession with intent to distribute. Police seized about $700 worth of 
cocaine and heroin, and less than $200 in cash. 



 
News     06/20/07   5am   :30 
 
It probably wasn‟t the prize he was hoping for. Instead of a large cash payout, a Holyoke man 
was sentenced to 20 years in prison after admitting he stole more than $1,600 worth of lottery 
scratch tickets from convenience stores. George Cordero pleaded guilty in Hampshire County 
Superior Court this week to breaking and entering into a building at night with the intent to 
commit a felony, larceny from a building, larceny over $250, and other charges in connection 
with the thefts from three stores between September and May. 
 
News     06/20/07   5pm   :30 
 
A Milford woman faces arraignment in Worcester Superior Court on charges that she left her 
newborn baby in a garbage truck back in January. Allissa Pugh was indicted on charges of 
involuntary manslaughter and improper disposal of a body after garbage collectors found the 
dead body of her baby. A medical examiner says the infant died of injuries sustained around 
the time of birth.  
 
News    06/21/07   6am   :30 
 
A postponement in the assault trial for a Westfield man accused of beating his stepdaughter 
into a coma. Jason Strickland is accused of assaulting his stepdaughter Haleigh Poutre. 
Haleigh was 11 years old when she was hospitalized after allegedly being kicked and beaten, 
nearly to death, two years ago. She was comatose and placed on life support at the time. Her 
condition has since improved. Strickland‟s trial has been delayed until August 27th. His lawyer 
Greg Schubert is trying to have assault and battery charges dropped, saying there isn‟t 
enough evidence that his client harmed Haleigh. His motion to dismiss will be heard on 
Monday.  
 
News    06/21/07   12pm   :30 
 
A Springfield man has been charged with attempted murder after crashing his car on the 
Massachusetts Turnpike last night. State Police say 64 year old Harold Palmer became 
involved in an “altercation” with a female passenger while driving westbound on the turnpike 
in Ludlow. Investigators allege that Palmer then intentionally drove his BMW off the highway 
and into the woods, striking several trees. Palmer was arrested and faces arraignment today 
on several charges, including attempted murder and domestic assault and battery.  
 
News    06/21/07   12pm   :30  
 
Friends and family of a murder victim are in shock, reeling from the news that her accused 
killer was found “not guilty.” 22News reporter Julie Tremmel has the latest on the 2005 
murder of Monalisa Barber of Westfield. Mimi Silva says March 3rd feels like yesterday, every 
day: “I stopped my life to do what I had to do for her, and someone took her brutally.” She‟s 
referring to the day her mother, 44 year old Monalisa Barber was stabbed to death at her 
Union Street apartment in Westfield. Mimi found out what happened when a state trooper 



pulled her over, and escorted her to a police station. On Wednesday, a jury found the only 
suspect in the case, 22 year old Michael Sobers of Westfield, not guilty. Silva says, “How are 
you gonna just take his word for it? Mean, he‟s been indicted as a murderer, but now, he‟s 
free. They decided it wasn‟t him.” The victim‟s daughter says the jury didn‟t get the chance to 
see what she considered “crucial” evidence: “I can‟t say it wasn‟t a fair trial, but a lot of things 
weren‟t allowed in that should have been, including testimony from myself and other people.” 
Silva explains why she no longer has any hope that anyone will ever pay for her mother‟s 
murder: “He was the one that should have paid. All the evidence pointed to him, everything! 
He was the only one with any incriminating anything against him, and he still got off, he still 
walked away.  
 
News    06/21/07   12pm   :30 
 
Today is the day jurors get the case of a former New York City Bank executive accused of 
fatally stabbing his girlfriend after she broke off their relationship. Thomas Toolan is accused 
of stabbing Elizabeth Lochtefeld 23 times in October 2004 at her Nantucket cottage. Toolan‟s 
lawyer says his client is not criminally responsible because of brain damage related to drug 
and alcohol abuse. 
 
 
News    06/22/07   5am   :30 
 
A Springfield man was arrested on drug charges after shots were fired in Springfield‟s South 
End yesterday afternoon. According to Officer Marcia Brown of the Springfield Police 
Department, 12 shots were fired in the vicinity of Montpelier Street. No one was struck, but a 
Springfield woman‟s parked car was hit by some of the bullets. A short time later, 29 year old 
Joselito Vasquez of Springfield was arrested on drug charges. He had no weapon, but 
according to Officer Marcia Brown, he has cuts and bruises on various parts of his body. She 
says he admitted to being involved in a disturbance in the area.  
 
News    06/22/07   5am   :30 
 
Police make a gruesome discovery in Fitchburg. Several graves have been dug up and a 
cemetery worker is accused of stealing body parts. Police say a gravedigger stole body parts 
including a skull and a thigh bone from broken caskets at a church cemetery and took them 
home as smoking accessories. “While he was digging a grave, a casket was broken open, so 
(investigators) believe he took the body parts to make an ashtray and a pipe,” Police Lt. 
Kevin O‟Brien told the Sentinel & Enterprise of Fitchburg. He said a police report didn‟t 
identify the grave, which was at St. Bernard‟s Cemetery. Keith Chartrand, 30, of Fitchburg is 
also accused of killing his wife‟s dog. Police charged him with removing a body from a grave 
and cruelty to animals. Officers went to his apartment on Wednesday after Chartrand‟s wide 
complained that her husband had killed her dog, then told them she had found the body parts 
among his belongings. Fitchburg District Court Judge Arthur Haley III ordered Chartrand held 
on $50,000 bail at a court hearing on Wednesday where Chartrand told the judge the charges 
against him were “bogus.” Chartrand‟s lawyer Martin Maynard, said his client had been 
working at the cemetery for more than six months. The attorney did not immediately return a 



call to The Associated Press on Thursday. The Rev. Edward Chalmers of St. Bernard‟s said 
he believed the remains probably were taken from an older part of the cemetery where many 
graves did not have vaults.  
 
News    06/22/07   6am   :30 
 
A Springfield man awaiting trial in a double murder is sentenced yesterday to two and a half 
years in jail after being found guilty of assaulting a corrections officer. Brian Cavitt was found 
guilt earlier this month of an attack on a CO at the Hampden County Correctional Center 
back in November of last year. The officer suffered cuts and bruises on his head and face. 
Cavitt was in jail awaiting trial in connection with the fatal stabbing of 67 year old Edelmira 
Miranda and 69 year old Milagros Rosario in May 2006.  
 
News    06/22/07   6am   :30 
 
A Springfield man with a history of psychological problems gets three to five years in prison 
after pleading guilty to assault in connection with a fatal stabbing. David Castro had faced a 
murder charge, but yesterday pleaded to the lesser charges of armed assault with intent to 
rob and accessory after the fact in connection with the May 2006 death of David Lepage. The 
23 year old Castro was also sentenced to five years probation and ordered to undergo 
treatment.  
 
News    06/22/07   12pm   :30 
 
David Cobb, the former prep school teacher dubbed the “Pumpkin Man,” is scheduled to be 
released today from a New Hampshire prison. Cobb served 11 years behind bars for 
attempted sexual assault of a 12 year old boy and possession of hundreds of images of child 
pornography. Prosecutors said the former English teacher at Phillips Academy in Andover 
was carrying a backpack full of child porn and a pumpkin mask when he was arrested in 1995 
near his summer home in Farmington, New Hampshire. Cobb became eligible for parole in 
2003, but was repeatedly denied parole because of his refusal to enter a sex offender 
treatment program.  
 
News    06/22/07   6pm   :30 
 
Amherst Police have issued a warrant for the arrest of a suspect in a bank robbery. Thomas 
Rodriguez is wanted for the June 16th robbery of the TD Banknorth located at 243 Triangle 
Street. He‟s being charged with armed robbery. Police have his last know address as 700 A 
Riverglade Drive in Amherst. If you have any information about Thomas Rodriguez please 
call the Amherst Police Department at (413) 259-3000. 
 
News    06/22/07   6pm   :30 
 
A New Hampshire couple is held up inside their home after they refuse to pay their taxes. Ed 
and Elaine Brown are refusing to pay $625,000 in taxes and will no acknowledge the 
legitimacy of the US government. The Browns are vowing not to come out alive. The couple 



were convicted of 20 tax evasion felonies in January. They were sentenced to five years in 
prison and fined nearly $216,000. US Marshalls have sent letters requesting a peaceful 
resolution. The Browns insist they will not surrender.  
 
News    06/25/07   5am   :30 
 
Springfield police continue to interview witnesses after a shooting at a baby‟s birthday party. 
Police say the celebration started at Old First Church, when a verbal argument escalated to 
gunfire outside. As 22News reporter Anthony Dilorenzo tells us, members of the church and 
its ministry are outraged by the violence. Leftover pink and purple balloons hang from the 
ceiling at the banquet hall inside Old First Church. Hours before, friends and family were 
celebrating the birthday of a 1 year old girl. Then around midnight Sunday, laughs turned into 
tears. Sgt. Roy Carter explains a friend turned foe opened fire on the birthday girl‟s uncle 
when they took their argument outside into Court Square. 38 year old Ralph Gutierrez was 
wounded when he was shot in the leg. Police Commissioner Ed Flynn responded to the 
melee. Later in the morning, parishioners gathered for Sunday service but left in complete 
shock. Karen Frisk remarks, “I‟m really disheartened and disheartened on several levels.”  
 
News    06/25/07   5am    :30 
 
Ludlow police are looking into a report of a 13 year old girl nearly being kidnapped. The 
teenager was walking on East Street near St. Mary‟s Church when a man reportedly grabbed 
her yesterday morning. Ludlow Police Sgt. Daniel Valadas tells 22News, the 13 year old girl 
was slightly injured pulling away from the man. Sgt. Valadas said the man was last seen 
running away on nearby Ray Street. They‟re looking for a man who could be anywhere 
between 20 to 40 years old, about 5‟11‟‟, slim build, wearing a dark blue hooded shirt, blue 
jeans, a dark colored baseball hat and dark colored Vans type sneakers. He was also 
wearing white gloves. If you have any information to help Ludlow police catch this man, 
please call 583-8305. 
 
News    06/25/07   6am   :30 
 
Two people are planned to be arraigned today for the death of a pregnant woman in Ohio. 
Bobby Cutts Jr. will be arraigned on charges of murdering Jessie Davis and her fetus. One of 
Cutts‟ former classmates, Myisha Ferrell, is scheduled to be arraigned on a obstruction of 
justice charge. 
 
News    06/25/07   12pm   :30 
 
Donnel Godbolt pleaded not guilty to murder in Hampden County Superior Court today. 
Godbolt was charged with murder after the drive by shooting death of 14 year old Dymond 
McGowan in May. Godbolt is being held without the right to bail and will reappear in court on 
July 24th.  
 
News    06/25/07   12pm   :30 
 



An eight year old Boston boy is dead today, after being shot in the stomach. Last night 
around 11:30 Boston police say the boy was shot in the abdomen. It happened on Seaver 
Street near Franklin Park. The boy was rushed to Boston Medical Center, where he later 
died. Investigators are looking into whether the shooting was gang-related. At this point 
officials don‟t believe the boy was the intended target. No arrests have been made yet.  
 
 
News    06/26/07   5am   :30 
 
A Springfield man is in surgery at this hour after being stabbed late last night. It happened at 
71 Dickinson Street sometimes before midnight. Lt. John Slepchuck tells 22News the victim 
tried to drive himself to the hospital with a serious stab wound to the neck when he lost 
control of his car at Liberty Street and Chestnut Street. There have been no arrests in the 
case. No word on the victim‟s condition.  
 
News    06/26/07   5am   :30 
 
A Hampden County Superior Court judge is considering a Westfield man‟s request to drop 
assault charges against him. Jason Strickland is accused of kicking and beating his 
stepdaughter, 11 year old Haleigh Poutre, nearly to death two years ago. Yesterday, 
Strickland‟s attorney Greg Schubert asked a judge to dismiss the case. Judge Daniel Ford 
took the motion under advisement. Haleigh Poutre‟s medical condition has since improved. 
She is in a Boston area rehabilitation hospital.  
 
News    06/26/07   5am   :30 
 
Authorities in New Hampshire release some disturbing video of a police officer being killed. 
This is Dashcam video of Corporal Bruce McKay pulling over Liko Kenner for speeding. The 
video shows Kenney with a gun out the window and firing repeatedly, just after McKay steps 
off camera. Kenney then ran over the officer. A bystander came to the officer‟s aid, pulled the 
gun from McKay‟s holster and shot and killed Kenney. Authorities released the video along 
with photographs and about 1,000 pages of transcribed statements from witnessed of the 
May 11th shooting.   
 
News    6/27/07   5am   :30 
 
A trial is underway in the case of a local woman accused of trying to hire her cousin to kill her 
husband. Donna Wolcott‟s attorney says the state police investigation was biased and 
incomplete. Prosecutors contest that during the trial, the state will prove Wolcott told her 
cousin last year that she wished her husband Jeffrey would disappear. Prosecutors also say 
Wolcott, a former Wilbraham resident also asked her cousin if he needed money or if he 
knew anyone in the mafia.  
 
News    06/27/07   5am   :30 
 



A Springfield man returned to western Massachusetts to face murder charges in an 15 year 
old homicide. Broin Clarke was arrested in Houston and returned to Massachusetts Monday. 
Clarke pleaded not guilty yesterday and was ordered to be helped without bail at the 
Hampden County Correctional Center. Springfield police spokeswoman Marcia Brown tells 
22News that Clarke was wanted in connection with the 1992 shooting death of Daniel 
Powers. Clarke was arrested in April on a charge of evading arrest but told Houston police 
his name was Noel Palmer. His real identity was revealed when a computer database 
matched his fingerprints.  
News    06/29/07   5am   :30 
 
A Westfield man is sentences in connection with a strangling death in Chicopee. A Hampden 
County Superior Court judge has ordered James Orr to serve a 10 to 12 year sentence in 
state prison. He was found guilty of involuntary manslaughter in connection with the April 
2006 strangling death of William Mongeau of Chicopee. Mongeau‟s body was discovered by 
his 13 year old daughter when she went to visit his apartment.  
 
News    06/29/07   12pm   :30 
 
Springfield authorities are cracking down on slot machines they consider illegal. Yesterday, a 
team of state police searched businesses and seized 15 slot machines about $1,000. The 
devices were removed from two members-only clubs, a pair of restaurants, a newsstand, and 
a bar. No one was charged yesterday in connection with the seizures.  
   
News    06/29/07   5pm   :30 
 
Former Wilbraham woman has been found guilty of trying to hire a cousin to kill her husband. 
Donna Wolcott‟s attorney says the state police investigation was biased and incomplete. 
Prosecutors said during the trial the state will successfully prove Wolcott told her cousin last 
year she wished her husband Jeffrey would disappear. They also claimed she asked her 
cousin if he needed money or if he knew anyone in the mafia. 
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through our locally produced news programming. 
___________________________________________________________ 

 
News    04/02/07   5pm   : 30 
 
Elementary schools in East Longmeadow will get 12 new classrooms. Mapleshade School, 
Meadow Brook School and Mountain View School will get 4 new classrooms each. 
Construction begins today on the 2 point 8 million dollar project. The town‟s superintendent of 
schools says students will benefit from more classrooms, which means smaller class sizes. 
The money for the project is bonded by the town through taxation. Doctor Costa says the 
town will lower taxes once the project is completed. The new classrooms are expected to be 
ready by August 1st.  
 
News     04/03/07   5am   : 30 
 
Students no longer have to wait until their senior year to find out if they can get financial aid 
for college. Families can now go to federalstudentaid-dot-ed-dot-gov and use the department 
of education FAFSA4 caster. It‟s a free tool that estimates what your family can expect to 
contribute toward college costs. It can also indicate whether a student is likely to qualify for a 
pell grant of up to 43 hundred dollars.  
 
News     04/04/07   5am   : 30 
 
It‟s just a test but it‟s a test that could determine a teen‟s future. We‟re talking about the ACT, 
a national college admission and placement exam. It‟s the most used college entrance exam 
in the country. And, if you get a good score, you can get into any college you want. So many 
teens spend months preparing for the ACT and many worry themselves sick about the test. 
Jody Kerzman talks with teens about the pressure that comes with the ACT test and how to 
cope. Michael Kraft is ready for life after high school. I‟m going to Creighton University in 
Omaha, Nebraska. He plans to major in biology maybe even pre-med. While this high school 
senior has his future mapped out, things were much different just a year ago. Then, his 
thoughts were focused on getting a good score on the ACT, a test he took twice. I did better 
the first time. Many teens do take the test more than once. ACT research shows that of the 
students who took the test more than once, 55 percent got a better score, 22 percent got the 
same score, and 23 percent did worse the second time. The secret to getting a good score, 
just relax. I think they get so hung up, freak out and get easy questions wrong. But for high 
school juniors like Matthew Kurtz, relaxing is easier said than done. Never know what they‟ll 
throw at you. So he‟s spending these weeks before the test studying books like this, but there 
are other secrets too. Listen in class, cross your fingers, get rest before the test. Matthew 
hopes those steps will help him get the scores he needs to get into the college he wants.  
 
News     04/04/07   11pm   : 30 



 
Hampshire regional Middle School students found a way to make learning interesting and 
fun. The Hampshire Regional High School gym was transformed into a maze of booths and 
displays for the third annual science fair. The idea was to take an idea from start to finish, and 
prove your hypothesis. One student was surprised by the results of her spot remover 
comparison. The idea of the science projects was to engage the students in a science project 
involving research, diligence, and follow-up.  
 
News     04/05/07   12pm   : 30 
 
College tuition has nearly doubled in Massachusetts over the past six years. Now, Beacon 
Hill lawmakers are considering legislation to cap tuition and other fee increase at the state‟s 
public colleges and universities. Students attending local state colleges were thrilled with the 
proposal. Tuition fees at the nine state colleges have climbed 98 percent over the last 6 
years, and more than 50 percent at community colleges across the commonwealth.  
 
News    04/05/07   530pm  : 30 
 
It‟s back to the drawing board for public school administrators in several Bay State 
communities. Beacon Hill lawmakers shake up Governor Patrick‟s local aid distribution for 
2008. The state education budget will bring in more money but leaves 83 school districts with 
less funding than originally expected. East Longmeadow is one of the districts taking the 
biggest hit, with a ten percent decrease. And parents are not pleased. The new plan raises 
the overall amount of education aid by 20 million dollars.  
 
News     04/05/07   6pm   : 30 
 
Some call it beautiful. Others call it frustrating. And we all use it in our everyday lives. We‟re 
talking about math and a group of teachers wants to improve your kid‟s abilities. More than 
150 mathematics educators from nearly 50 local school systems gathered at the Springfield 
Sheraton for Mathwest‟s spring conference. Mathwest is an association of teachers of 
mathematics in Western Massachusetts. Their mission is to promote interest in mathematics 
and to share information and resources in an effort to encourage effective teaching. Mrs. 
Maroni taught math at Clarksburg Elementary School for thirty eight years. She was honored 
along with Janice Defilipi of Granger Elementary School in Feeding Hills and Doctor Carol 
Fisher of Miss Hall‟s School in Pittsfield for their dedication and contributions to the field of 
mathematics education.  
 
News     04/09/07   530pm  : 30 
 
Area lawmakers are working to prepare local high school students for one of the fastest 
growing careers in the state. Today area legislators and the Massachusetts biotechnology 
council awarded the High School of Science and Technology with a 30 thousand grant. The 
money will allow the school to buy the necessary equipment giving students a first hand look 
at some possible career choices in the field of biotechnology. One biology teacher at the 
school says the new equipment has already sparked much interest. On a state level the goal 



is to improve strength in science and technology as well as give local students an opportunity 
at some of these high paying jobs.  
 
News     04/10/07   5pm   : 30 
 
Massachusetts is one of nine states that have come together for the first time to develop a 
common high school math test. It‟s a move described by some as a step toward national 
educational standards. The states have decided to share a test and standards for algebra 
two, saying a subject like that shouldn‟t vary across state lines. The states are still trying to 
determine which students will be given the test in the short term. 
 
News     04/10/07   11pm   : 30 
 
The Massachusetts after school commission is working to understand the challenges facing 
children in the Pioneer Valley. In most cases, area students say after school programs make 
all the difference. For some it‟s a mentor, for others it‟s an opportunity to stay out of trouble 
and gain experience. The commission is exploring ways to cater to kids across the Bay State. 
The commission will be holding eight more public hearings across the state to better 
understand children‟s needs.  
 
News     04/11/07   6pm   : 30 
 
Can you make electricity from lemons, does music affect sleep patterns and how do you go 
about proving it? These questions and more were part of Van Sickle Middle School‟s science 
fair. Over one hundred students participated. Students were asked to come up with a 
question and use the scientific standards of purpose, hypothesis, materials and procedure to 
find a conclusion and then prove their theories to the judges. The young scientists found 
ideas for projects from every day life. On Wednesday the students will take part in a 
scavenger hunt using information from all the projects, giving students an opportunity to study 
scientific theories from weather to volcanoes. Teachers say the critical thinking used in 
proving scientific theories can be used in making decisions for everyday life.  
 
News     04/12/07   5am   : 30 
 
Families across the country are facing a big decision, pouring through college acceptance 
letters and brochures, trying to determine the right schools for their kids. These parents and 
prospective students are getting an introduction to one of the area‟s local colleges. They are 
beginning a hectic process others are pleased to soon be ending, for some parents, the 
changes have been surprising. Michelle Jones and Betsy Jenkins are neighbors in Fairfax. 
They sifted through mountains of applications, brochures and now acceptance letter, helping 
their daughters choose the right school. One of the biggest factors for families is tuition. It‟s a 
huge lifestyle change for most families to be able to afford to put your child through college 
these days. Education experts say since the cost of college wont likely decrease anytime 
soon, families should always consider an array of payment options. While many folks are 
getting their acceptances this week, their financial aid packages will soon follow. You need to 
look at your grants and your loans. You also need to pursue as many scholarship 



opportunities as possible. When families search for the right campus, other factors include 
curriculum and distance from home. It‟s all part of an important investment. This is like buying 
a brand new car every year for four years. And if education is like an automobile it is a vehicle 
they hope gets a lot of mileage long after the journey to college is over.  
 
News     04/12/07   5pm   : 30 
 
As many high school seniors already know colleges are becoming more selective and that‟s 
not just the Ivy League schools. Many schools that were once considered a safety are 
rejecting a greater percentage of applicants. And the biggest reason, the rapid growing 
number of students applying to college. High school guidance counselors are advising 
students to start college searches earlier, apply to more schools and consider schools that 
may not have been among their initial choices. 
 
News     04/14/07   11pm   : 30 
 
About forty local high school students are embarking on an adventure by bus. They‟ll spend 
spring break touring black colleges they hope to attend. It was all smiles as the kids posed for 
a class picture at the Martin Luther King Community Center in Springfield. The students 
attend all different area schools, and over the next week they‟ll visit several colleges to get an 
idea of where they might want to go after graduation. This is the 25th year for the annual black 
college tour. The youth cultural educational organization of the Martin Luther King Community 
Center makes it possible.   
 
News     04/25/07   6pm   : 30 
 
Governor Patrick meets tomorrow with the heads of all state funded colleges, universities and 
community colleges. The meeting is taking place at Bridgewater State College where 
Patrick‟s education advisor serves as president. The gathering comes as Patrick considers 
an education consolidation plan for Massachusetts. Currently, education leadership in the 
state is split among three agencies.  
 
News    04/25/07   6pm   : 30 
 
Massachusetts education commissioner David Driscoll wants the state to spend 150 million 
dollars over the next several years to enhance teacher training, licensing and support. The 
state‟s teacher licensing system has been criticized for having too many unnecessary 
requirements as well as little oversight of teacher training. He says the quality of teachers in 
the classroom is the best predictor of student success.  
 
News     04/26/07   5pm   : 30 
 
A longer school day could soon be a reality for many schools across the state. More time in 
school doesn‟t sound like a good idea to 10 year old Nicholas Rivet. I‟d feel like this day is 
never going to end. But it does to his mom and other parents of kids at Frederick Harris 
Elementary School in Springfield. Tuesday, the house voted to approve and additional 6 and 



a half million dollars in funding for extended school day programs increasing the number of 
schools involved from 10 to 18. Massachusetts is leading the nation to increase the time kids 
spend in school to eight hours a day. Vice principal, Lori Vanzandt says more time in school 
is better for both kids and parents. It costs the state an extra 13 hundred dollars per students 
for longer days, schools that have implemented the program in Massachusetts are also 
compensating teachers for the extra time. It‟s still unclear which additional schools will be 
approved for the extended school day program.  
 
News     04/26/07   530pm  : 30 
 
Dozens of students, faculty and staff from local colleges and universities, rallied at the State 
House today. 22News reporter Veronica Cintron joins us from Boston to tell us what they‟re 
trying to accomplish. The public higher education network of Massachusetts says public 
higher education in the state is lagging and they‟re pushing for change.   
 
News     05/03/07   5am   : 30 
 
If you are interested in teaching in a non traditional way, two Springfield schools are 
participating in a revolution in education. Duggan Middle School and Putnam Vocational are 
two of the four schools that will adopt the new commonwealth pilot program. Duggan held its 
first teacher recruitment fair last night. Principal Jonathan Swan says turnout was impressive. 
Principal Swan says pilot schools are centered around active teaching and learning where 
students perform in depth investigations into compelling topics. Swan says these students will 
achieve higher M-CAS scores. Duggan launches its pilot school in September.  
 
News    05/03/07   11pm   : 30 
 
And declining enrollment has claimed a catholic school in the area. Notre Dame Immaculate 
Conception School in Easthampton will close after the end of this academic year. The school 
made the announcement in a letter that parents are receiving in the mail this week. The 
school serves grades K through 8. 230 students have been enrolled in years past, but recent 
enrollment dropped to just over one hundred students. The school plans to hold an open 
house later this month for parents to meet representatives of catholic schools in Holyoke and 
Westfield.  
 
News    05/04/07   5am   : 30 
 
An alleged scheme by some Northern California students, to make sure they got good grades 
without doing the work, may not have been their smartest move. Officials in Pleasant Hill, 
California say they‟ve uncovered evidence showing hundreds of grades may have been 
altered in exchange for money. Students at Diablo Valley College are busying gearing up for 
finals. But some of their peers are being accused of making the grade by breaking the law. 
The college says they‟ve collected evidence that implicates 74 students in a grade fixing 
scheme. They say students working in the office of admissions allegedly charged 100 to 600 
dollars to alter transcripts over a three year period. The college president and the schools 
chief of police say the students face possible felony fraud charges, and expulsion. They say 



the students in question have been notified and will be given a chance to respond before the 
college takes any more action.  
 
News     05/08/07   11pm   : 30 
 
And 250 grade scholars graduated from a unique academy today. One that could one day 
even save their lives. It‟s called “Safe” or the student awareness of fire education program. 
The children you see here have gone through four weeks of training to get here. 4th graders 
from Amherst, Pelham, Shutsbury and Leverett had a once in a lifetime chance to learn the 
proper techniques to handle emergencies and it seems the message has sunk in. Amherst 
firefighters started training the Safe Program in 1993, graduating more then 32 hundred 
students in 12 years.  
 
News     05/10/07   6am   : 30 
 
A private school in Chicopee that contracts with the state to educate children with emotional 
and behavioral problems, agrees to repay dozens of school districts for expenses questioned 
in an audit last year. Owners of the Valley West Day School will pay back 900 thousand 
dollars to school districts. The agreement calls for the school to reduce tuition over a three 
year period.  
 
News    05/10/07   530pm  : 30 
 
Congress steps in to ease the pressure on college students dealing with students loans. The 
house passed a bill designed to ban gifts from loan companies to schools. It also requires 
companies and schools to disclose any deals they have with borrowers. A New York State 
investigation shows some lenders gave kickbacks to schools from loan proceeds. The senate 
is considering a similar bill.  
 
News    05/10/07   6pm   : 30 
 
Springfield students can no longer carry cell phones at school starting May 21st. School 
committee vice chairman Kenneth Shea tells 22News the committee voted unanimously last 
night to ban all cell phones in Springfield schools. Shea says the main reason for the ban is a 
safety concern because students are using cell phones to arrange fights. Shea claims the 
phones are also used for cheating. Area parents are divided on the ban. Shea says if 
students ignore the ban the first time the cell phone will be confiscated and a parent will have 
to come to the school to get it back. For the second offense, the phone won‟t be returned and 
the offender could face a three day suspension.  
 
News    05/24/07   530pm  : 30 
 
Holyoke school officials lashed out at the state board of education today. They‟re angry over 
the board‟s claim that city schools aren‟t showing improvement. Holyoke‟s already been listed 
as an underperforming district. And now there are more problems, a budget shortfall that 
could lead to layoffs and a state board of education that‟s considering some radical reforms. 



Roger Cook‟s an English teacher at Holyoke High School. He thinks the board of educations 
criticism and call for new strategies are premature. The board of education says the latest 
testing shows the Holyoke district fails to meet state standards. Now they‟re talking about 
possibly breaking up at least some of the district into Pilot schools where each school makes 
their own decisions on staffing and use of funds. The superintendent says the board‟s out of 
touch. The Holyoke High principal was equally outraged. But now the latest challenge, word 
that the district may be facing a 5 million dollar budget shortfall. And administrators say that 
could jeopardize the districts efforts to improve. Carballio says there could be layoffs. He‟s 
written Governor Deval Patrick asking that the state provide the help underperforming 
districts need.  
 
News    05/29/07   530pm  : 30 
 
Checking news from our Hampshire county bureau. Controversy continues to brew over the 
new 5 campus reorganization plan for the University of Massachusetts. It‟s meant to build a 
more cohesive powerful university but so far many people are split over the issue. UMass 
freshman Mary Fahey is talking about the growing controversy over a new plan to reorganize 
how the university campuses are run. This after faculty members on the flagship Amherst 
campus passed a lack of confidence in the board of trustees and President Jack Wilson. The 
vote came after Wilson announced plans to consolidate the leadership of the university‟s five 
campuses to boost efficiency and collaboration. Page says the problem stemmed from the 
board of trustees ignoring its own documents that give the faculty the right to be consulted 
about any big decisions being made on the structure of the campus. Today facility members 
on the Boston Campus took a no confidence vote of there own. We‟ll continue to follow this 
story and have that information when it becomes available.  
 
News    05/29/07   530pm  : 30 
 
Also in Connecticut, US Secretary of Education, Margaret Spellings is visiting the Southern 
part of the state today. The focus is on the no child left behind law. Secretary Spellings and 
republican congressman Chris Shays are meeting teachers and students to talk about how 
Connecticut schools have been doing in the last five years since the law took effect.  
 
News    05/29/07   11pm   : 30 
 
A successful social program in Hampden County was on the edge of being eliminated tonight 
as a school board looked to cut costs. Tonight the school committee voted 4 to 2 in favor of 
continuing to offer two inner city students the opportunity to be schooled in Longmeadow 
from K through 12 starting this fall. That same board recently voted to suspend the entire 
Metco program. But apparently, the statements made at tonight‟s review of the decision, had 
an impact. It was standing room only in the Longmeadow school committee meeting room on 
Tuesday, most of the people you see here are trying to save the nearly 40 year old Metco 
program since 1968 it‟s been giving 2-4 inner city students per year the unique opportunity to 
be educated from Kindergarten through 12th grade in the quieter suburbs. But the school 
committee recently voted to suspend the program. Not everyone at tonight‟s meeting was in 
favor of keeping the Metco program, one woman who spoke cited problems with certain 



schools even being able to afford regular text books, saying that if a social program starts 
taking money away from local students, it‟s time to think about doing away with it.  
 
News     06/20/07   5am   :30 
 
Springfield parents protest the transfer of the Sumner Avenue School principal. Parents and 
children urged Springfield‟s Finance Control Board to reconsider the reassignment of 
Francine Pina to the Rebecca Johnson School this fall. Coincidentally, the parents took their 
case to the Finance Control Board that, after yesterday‟s session, will no longer make 
decisions for the city of Springfield. 
 
News     06/20/07   5am   :30 
 
Greenfield‟s school committee member, Jeffrey Hampton, has decided to resign in order to 
spend more time with his daughter Ally, who was diagnosed with cancer. Hampton says he 
wishes to dedicate his free time to his family. He will leave the school committee on June 30th 
after serving for 2 years. 
 
News    06/20/07   5am   :30 
 
A second chance for more than 300 local adults who went back to school to achieve their 
high school and GED credentials. The graduates and their families filled the auditorium at 
Springfield Central High School. Completing the course for a GED or alternative high school 
diploma is a real accomplishment for these new grads.  
 
News    06/22/07   6am   :30 
 
Two local high school students received a little extra financial support for their college of 
choice. The Latino Breakfast Club presented its 12th annual Community Service and 
Scholarship Awards yesterday. Two high school senior walked away with $500 scholarships. 
The Peter Negroni Leadership Awards were given to Whitney Colon from Sci-Tech and Raul 
Vasquez from Central High School.  
 
News    06/29/07   5am   :30 
 
While some educational television has been shown to be beneficial for kids over age three, 
new research suggests children under two learn more when the TV is turned off. 15 to 18 
month old toddlers were evaluated for the study from Wake Forest University. Researchers 
say the kids were not able to learn new words from watching a children‟s television program, 
but were readily able to when the new world was presented by an adult in the room. The 
American Academy of Pediatrics also recommends avoiding TV for children under age 2.  
 
News    06/29/07   5am   :30 
 
A major school desegregation ruling from the US Supreme Court yesterday. The Court said 
school districts cannot maintain diversity by assigning students to schools based on race. 



There are mixed opinions about whether it‟ll be good for students. Jeff Turcotte from 
Easthampton remarked, “I think it‟s too broad to make an easy decision like that. I think it will 
have a negative impact overall on a lot of kids, probably more kids on the poor side than on 
the upper scale.” Kadian Dunkelly replied, “I think it‟s very important she has diversity in the 
classroom. She‟ll learn a lot from other students, their culture, background. She won‟t just be 
limited to where she‟s from.” Each of the Democratic presidential candidates weighed in on 
yesterday‟s Supreme Court decision, at last night‟s debate held at Howard University in 
Washington D.C. 
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News    04/02/07   6am   : 30 
 
Rundown, dilapidated buildings in Springfield and Holyoke are eyesores residents have to 
endure. This mother of four lives in an apartment between two blighted properties in Holyoke. 
She says the buildings attract crime and wants to see them taken down and replaced with 
something else. There are over 200 decrepit buildings in Holyoke, but the city doesn‟t have 
the power to develop a comprehensive plan for the properties, according to the mayor. A new 
plan proposed by Mayor Sullivan could alleviate that problem. The mayor is calling for the city 
council to approve a redevelopment authority which would allow the city to take over 
properties, possibly through eminent domain and hold them until a plan is in place. It would 
also allow them to apply for federal dollars toward redevelopment projects. Adam Hall is a 
father of two and works in Holyoke. 50 percent of the people in Holyoke live below the 
poverty level only 6 percent own their own homes. The mayor says when people own their 
homes, they take care of their property, which could lead to a better economy and more jobs. 
Sullivan believes the authority would give the city more power to carry out a plan that would 
accomplish that. Many people with ties to Holyoke just want to see a change. The plan will go 
before the city council o Tuesday.    
 
News     04/02/07   5pm   : 30 
 
A victory for Massachusetts in the first ever supreme court case involving global warming. 
The US Supreme Court has ordered the federal government to take a fresh look at regulating 
carbon dioxide emissions from cars. The court said in a five to four decision that the clean air 
act gives the environmental protection agency the authority to regulate the emissions of 
carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases from cars. Many believe the buildup of these 
emissions is leading to global warming.  
 
News     04/02/07   5pm   : 30 
 
Water conservation is paying off big for a local university. Water consumption at UMass 
Amherst has declined 38 percent since 2004. That means UMass now pays the town less for 
water use. That is also good news for the town of Amherst. Town manager, Laurence Shaffer 
says the cost savings mean UMass can afford to pay the town 300 thousand dollars more 
toward the cost of providing fire protection and ambulance service to campus. It also means 
the town doesn‟t have to spend money finding additional water supplies.  
 
News     04/02/07   5pm   : 30 
 



Gas continues to head toward the three dollar a gallon mark. Prices at the pump have now 
risen for eight straight weeks in the Bay State. A statewide survey by Triple A finds an 
average price of two dollars, 63 cents per gallon for self serve regular. That‟s up eight cents 
from a week ago. Prices have risen a total of 48 cents per gallon in Massachusetts since 
early February.  
 
News     04/02/07   6pm   : 30 
 
A generation of Indian Orchard residents has grown up without ever having spent any time at 
the once popular Loon Pond. That‟s because Loon Pond has been closed for 18 years. But 
Loon Pond will re-open this summer thanks to the city of Springfield taking the land by 
eminent domain. No one is happier than life long Indian Orchard resident Sue Craven, who 
tells 22News she grew up enjoying Loon Pond. Work release residents from the Western 
Massachusetts Alcohol Rehab Center spent the day rebuilding the Loon Pond Clubhouse. 
Del Larace of Indian Orchard is proud to be a part of it. Loon Pond is set to re-open in July 
along with the city‟s other public swimming areas.  
 
News     04/02/07   6pm   : 30 
 
A cosmic battle could help by better understand climate change. Solar flares and particles 
from outer space may provide some clues to understanding global warming. Some scientists 
say they believe that if solar flares dominate, the earth gets hotter and sea levels rise. 
Researchers at Denmark‟s National Space Center are using a cloud chamber to study the 
effect of particles from outer space. Scientists say there‟s more to climate change that solar 
flares and space particles, human behavior is also having an impact.  
 
News     04/02/07   6pm   : 30 
 
Bee keepers in American aren‟t the only ones being stung by the decline in their population. 
German beekeepers are seeing the same problems, their bees are dying. More and more 
empty beehives are being found. Honeybee‟s population have fallen from some four million to 
and estimated 800 thousand. The cause for the decline in population isn‟t clear, but mites 
and the increased use of fertilizer on agricultural fields may be to blame.  
 
News     04/03/07   5am   : 30 
 
From Andrea to Wendy, Dr. William Gray will make his predictions on the 2007 hurricane 
season today. The United States got by with a relatively mild hurricane season in 2006, but 
this season is already expected to be more intense. Dr. William Gray is expected to predict 
that any hurricanes that go into the Gulf this year could be as intense as hurricane Katrina. 
Hurricane season begins June first and ends November 30, 2007.  
 
News     04/03/07   6am   : 30 
 
Hazardous waste was discovered in a high traveled area in Northampton. Bay State Gas has 
started cleaning up the hazardous waste that was found buried under the Roundhouse 



parking lot. The waste consists of coal byproducts that were left at the site by Northampton 
Gas and Light that closed down in 1951. The area includes about an acre, the city sold to 
Pioneer Valley Hotel Group, who plans on building a one hundred room hotel in the lot. Many 
who work and visit the city often were surprised to hear something like this was in such a high 
traveled area. City officials say the cleanup will include replacing the top three feet of soil. 
The project should be complete by June.     
 
News     04/03/07   530pm  : 30 
 
Baystate beaches need millions of dollars for care and upkeep. Environmental affairs 
secretary Ian Bowles says the Boston Harbor beaches are a vital resource for citizens and 
visitors to Massachusetts. A special commission report calls for the state to spend an 
additional three point three million dollars a year to clean and maintain 15 miles of coastline 
from Lynn to Hull. The panel says deteriorating conditions at those beaches are driving away 
the crowds that used to flock to state owned beaches in the summer.   
 
News    04/04/07   5pm   : 30 
 
Although it‟s April and the weather is supposed to be warming up it isn‟t uncommon to get 
snow in April. Well Brian it sure felt like winter outside today with temperatures only in the 
30‟s and a cold rain coming down. The calendar may say its April but it sure feels more like 
February. Back in January in the beginning of winter we had temperatures up around 70 
degrees, now we‟re in the 1st week of April and it‟s rainy and cool with temperatures only in 
the 30‟s. Now there‟s even some snow in the forecast, but nothing like what we experienced 
10 years ago when New England was hit by the big April fool‟s blizzard of 1997, on April 1st of 
that year close to two feet of snow fell across Western Massachusetts. Despite the cool and 
wet weather we were still able to spot some signs of spring this afternoon in Forest Park in 
Springfield, and many we talked to are looking forward to more spring like weather.  
 
News    04/04/07   5pm   : 30 
 
The earlier start to daylight savings time this year may not of had as big of an impact as 
expected. This year daylight saving time was moved up March 11th instead of April to help 
save energy in the evenings. However, there has been very little impact on power usage 
because more energy is being consumed in the morning. Congress is still examining the 
impact of the change.  
 
News     04/04/07   5pm   : 30 
 
The Bush administration has re-opened consideration of California‟s request for authority to 
control greenhouse gases. That comes after the Supreme Court ruled Monday that the 
government can regulate greenhouse gas emissions from cars. California wants automakers 
to cut tailpipe emissions from cars and light trucks by 25 percent and from SUV‟s by 18 
percent starting in 2009. Ten other states have adopted California‟s standard. Maryland is 
considering adopting it.  
 



News     04/04/07   6pm   : 30 
 
Gas prices remain high with no relief in sight. A government report released today says 
federal gas inventories declined for the eighth straight week, while demand remained strong. 
The energy information administration says the gas inventories are now below average for 
this time of year. Those factors helped cause average retail gas prices to shoot up 22 cents 
per gallon in the last month. A national spokesman for Triple A says higher gas prices will be 
a factor this summer and beyond.  
 
News     04/05/07   5am   : 30 
 
This might be one of the most interesting, disturbing and puzzling stories to come along in a 
long time, something is happening to the honeybees in this country. Their sudden 
disappearance is a scientific mystery, especially when you consider how much we count on 
them for the stuff of everyday life. Joe Blair is trying to smoke out clues to America‟s unsolved 
mystery, the vanishing honeybees. We‟re finding the hives empty like that, with no bees, no 
sign of any reason for them to have died or left. It‟s called colony collapse disorder, 
beekeepers in 27 states report disappearing honeybees, that‟s bad news for farmers like 
Steve Hirsh. His 90 acres of fruits and vegetables in Chillicothe, Ohio need the bees. They go 
out and forage for pollen to make honey with. Moving from flower to flower, the bees help 
produce 15 billion dollars of seeds and crops each year, everything from the alfalfa in cattle 
feed, to the pears in Hirsch‟s orchard. So the bees have a short amount of time to do their 
work? Right, when the flowers are open, that‟s the window that their going to do their 
pollination work. That‟s prime time for Blair, Ohio‟s largest beekeeper. But his bee supply has 
been cut in half. It‟s devastating to the business. I mean, we we‟re honestly almost wiped out. 
So far, no one knows why. It might be three or four or five different things intersecting and 
affecting the honeybee‟s health dramatically. As scientists try to solve this mystery of nature, 
the laws of supply and demand are already at work in the grocery aisle. If there are fewer 
bees to pollinate, farmers could see smaller harvests and that could mean higher prices at 
the supermarket. Steve Hirsch hopes 12 hives can do the work of 20 this year. Hoping the 
bees that are left will work overtime in the nation‟s farm lands.  
 
News    04/06/07   6am   : 30 
 
Could there be another energy cartel in our future? 14 of the world‟s largest natural gas 
producers are meeting Monday in the Qatar Capital of Doha. Some members like Iran are 
talking about creating a natural gas version of OPEC, with the goal of controlling the price of 
natural gas. Part of the forum‟s goal is to control liquefied natural gas, which is super chilled 
and transported in tankers. One obstacle to a gas cartel is large energy producers like 
Russia, which never joined OPEC.  
 
News    04/06/07   12pm   : 30 
 
An international global warming conference approved a report on climate change today in 
Brussels, after a lengthy dispute. The announcement came after a marathon session marked 
by angry exchanges between diplomats and scientist that drafted the report. Several 



scientists objected to the editing of the final draft of the report by government negotiators, but 
eventually agreed to compromises. The climate of five days to talks was reached when the 
delegates removed parts of a key chart high lightening the devastating effects of climate 
change.  
 
News     04/06/07   5pm   : 30 
 
After a lengthy dispute, an international global warming conference approved a report on 
climate change today in Brussels. The report finds that 30 percent of the world‟s species 
would face an increased risk of extinction if global temperatures continue to rise. It also says 
rising temperatures will lead to more severe storms and add to the risks of hunger and 
disease. The report was drafted after several scientists and diplomats eventually agreed to 
the editing of the final draft of the report by government negotiators. The United States, China 
and Saudi Arabia raised the most objections to the phrasing of the report, most often looking 
to tone down the certainty of some of the more severs projections.  
 
News     04/07/07   6pm   : 30 
 
Spring cleaning isn‟t just cleaning out your attics and basements. It‟s become community 
work such as tidying up the Connecticut River shoreline in the town of Agawam. Kiwanis and 
Key Club members from Westfield and West Springfield assisted their Agawam counterparts 
in today‟s clean up the bicycle path along Rover Road. This is part of an international clean 
up spearheaded by those two civic minded organizations. And the work of the Kiwanians and 
Key Club members provided passerby with a chance to enjoy panoramic views of the 
Connecticut River free from unsightly debris.  
 
News     04/07/07   6pm   : 30 
 
You could also find a similar expression of community spirit in Franklin County today. A small 
army of volunteers spent much of their day sprucing up the Veterans Mall in downtown 
Greenfield. The mall with its monuments honoring the town‟s war dead looks as if it might 
have been dedicated just this weekend. That‟s how thoroughly the clean up crews did their 
jobs. They were surprised by how much the mall required a good cleaning. With the Western 
Massachusetts weather somewhat less than spring like, Officer Rice and his crew of 
volunteers had to put off planting the Veterans Mall greenery until we get some warmer 
weather.  
 
News     04/07/07   11pm   : 30 
 
This Easter weekend is turning into a cold one and the weather feels more like winter. 
Tonight, temperatures out there are chilly and people have bundled up throughout the day. 
And we‟re going to have some chilly weather tomorrow. Tonight it feels more like winter out 
there. And the Easter weekend is when people want to think spring. This is the second day of 
unseasonably cold temperature for western Massachusetts.  
 
News     04/08/07   6am   : 30 



 
Gas prices went up again. The latest Lundberg survey says the average price of regular 
unleaded gasoline rose nearly 18 cents over the past two weeks, to two dollars and 78 cents 
a gallon. And prices have risen for 10 straight weeks. The lowest prices in the country are in 
Charleston, South Carolina at 2 dollars 54 cents a gallon, the highest are in San Francisco, 
California at 3 dollars 30 cents a gallon.   
 
News     04/09/07   5pm   : 30 
 
The price of crude oil maybe a bit cheaper but that‟s not keeping area residents from feeling 
the pain at the pump. Dropping more than two dollars, the price of light sweet crude is at 61 
dollars, 51 cents a barrel. But those savings have yet to trickle down to drivers who are still 
paying an average of 2 dollars and 68 cents here in the Bay State. Many area residents say 
the price of gas has them not only in a pinch financially but has them looking for other places 
to cut back. Gas prices have increased in Massachusetts for nine consecutive weeks and are 
53 cents higher than they were at the beginning of February.  
 
News     04/09/07   530pm  : 30 
 
Many Americans are enjoying the earlier arrival of daylight saving time but the bid to save 
energy isn‟t working. Gasoline use in the past three weeks is up two point eight percent 
compared to the same time period last year. Experts say Americans are using the extra hour 
of daylight to drive to golf courses, restaurants, parks and shopping malls. And some analysts 
say the increase is demand is pushing prices up earlier in the year than usual. Daylight 
saving time began March 11th this year instead of the customary first Sunday in April. 
 
News     04/09/07   11pm   : 30 
 
Oil prices continued to fall today following Iran‟s release of those 15 British sailors and 
marines last week. Their two week detention drove prices up above 68 dollars a barrel. The 
biggest jump since September of last year. Prices have slowly been declining since their 
release. Analysts also credit heavy find selling for the four percent drop. US crude prices 
have now settled around 61 dollars a barrel.  
 
News     04/10/07   5am   : 30 
 
Recycling may be good for the environment, but it can also put money back in your pocket. 
Roseanne Colletti has more on how the residents of one New Jersey community are profiting 
from their recyclables. When the sanitation trucks roll on recycling day, participating 
residents, businesses and the local government of Clayton, New Jersey profit. I had 160 
dollars in credits last time I checked. I take the reward money and get different coupons for 
my employees. Our recycling rate has increased by more than 50% and we‟ve saved over 11 
thousand dollars in tipping fees. That‟s for dumping at landfills. Recycling more means 
dumping less. Clayton, New Jersey pays recycle bank per household. Recycle bank pays 
participants up to 35 dollars a month in recycle bank credits. Redeemable at both local 
businesses such as Barbara Ann‟s Downtown Café and national chains, such as Starbucks 



and Rite Aid. We got bonus to go to the movies, to the mall, it‟s really a good thing. The 
company provides recycling containers, encrypted with a bar code. The recycling truck reads 
the code and weighs the container. The information goes into the participants account 
accessible online for reward coupons. In the 9 months we‟ve had recycle bank, we‟ve 
collected over 400 thousand dollars in coupons that the people of our town have cashed in 
and this is a definite economic impact. Everyone can cash in, but no one has to separate 
paper from plastic, from glass. All of that goes into one container in what‟s known as single 
stream recycling. Garbage specialist Bob Milligan says they do audits in conjunction with 
Columbia University to find ways to recycle more. When you rip open a bag and start looking 
in the waste stream how much more of this could have been recycled versus what‟s left in the 
trash. The sign on the truck says “Oink if you love recycling” and it appears that the townsfolk 
of Clayton, New Jersey, population 71 hundred, do love it.  
 
News     04/10/07   5pm   : 30 
 
Once called the no-snow winter earlier this season, now it is the winter that just won‟t go 
away. Our winter started snow less and with record warmth, we broke records for latest 
without measurable snow and for the warmest January temperatures ever recorded. In fact, 
the warmest day this year so far remains the 70 degree high registered on January 6th. But in 
mid January, things changed. It seemed our normal three month winter season was shifted 
later and really began then. For example, snowfall in April has exceeded November, 
December and January combined. And there‟s more snow on the way. A very late season 
snowstorm appears likely Thursday. There‟s no complex explanation as to why this is 
happening and April snowstorms have happened before. In fact, it was just 11 years ago to 
this day that 1-2 feet of heavy, wet snow buried southern and central New England, capping 
off a record snow season that delivered almost 110” to the Springfield area. Blame this spring 
season‟s slow start on just an anomalous weather pattern, something we see a lot of here in 
New England, which is sure to delay the school spring sports season, the spring planting for 
area farmers and for the time being resulting in more rather than.    
 
News     04/10/07   530pm  : 30 
 
New evidence finds that climate change is happening much faster than even the most 
pessimistic scientists had imagined. Scientists have predicted that ice in the artic would 
disappear by the end of the century. But new measurements show the artic ice cap may 
completely melt in as little as 13 years. The effects of disappearing ice on animals and like 
seals and polar bears could be catastrophic. It could also alter weather patterns as far away 
as Britain.  
 
News     04/10/07   6pm   : 30 
 
While many Americans enjoy having that extra hour of daylight these days, most are not 
saving energy. Daylight saving time began about 3 weeks earlier this year, in an effort to 
save energy. But gasoline use is up almost 3 percent now, compared to the same period last 
year. Some local residents say the bid to save energy isn‟t working. Daylight saving time 
began March 11th.  



 
News     04/11/07   5pm   : 30 
 
Severe storm surges could hit New York and Boston. Chicago and Los Angeles will likely 
face increasing heat waves. These are some of the findings about North America in a report 
by hundreds of scientists that tries to explain how global warming is changing life on earth. 
The panel says Boston‟s transportation network may be at risk from a sea level rise and the 
increased probability of a powerful storm surge.  
 
News     04/11/07   530pm  : 30 
 
As we cap another maple sugaring season in New England, most Massachusetts farmers 
have a bad taste in their mouth. They complain sugar houses only produced about 50 
percent of a typical crop. Maple sugaring is usually a two million dollar cash crop in the Bay 
State. But this year, registers are ringing up with about half as much revenue. Farmers chalk 
it up to the abnormal weather pattern. At the beginning of March, the Williams family in South 
Deerfield hoped to produce 25 hundred gallons of syrup this season. And what you‟re looking 
at is about all that‟s left. Chip Williams says his family did a bit better than the rest of the 
state, still production was down about 40 percent. Sugaring is a big part of their income, but 
the sap didn‟t flow as much due to the ever fluctuating temperatures. Yesterday they boiled 
enough to make 60 gallons, but are pretty much tapped out. The Williams typically sells sugar 
wholesale, but not this year. And, they‟ll have one more go at boiling this weekend.  
 
News     04/11/07   530pm  : 30 
 
You can expect to see more renewable fuels in your future. This after the environmental 
protection agency created new standards to boost ethanol, bio-diesel and other renewable 
fuels use. Refiners will have to use at least seven point five billion gallons of renewables by 
2012. The moves stem from an energy law passed in 2005.  
 
News     04/12/07   5am   : 30 
 
The demand for gas hits a record high. High gas prices haven‟t discouraged US consumers 
from filling up those tanks. In fact, weekly demand in April has reached a new record high 
though pump prices hit $2.80 for unleaded. Americans used 9.472 million barrels a day last 
week, beating the previous high from 2004. The federal energy information administration 
says gas would have to be close to $3 a gallon before consumers would change their driving 
habits.   
 
News     04/12/07   530pm  : 30 
 
Strong storms roared through central Indiana spawning a tornado. Here‟s a look at the 
tornado caught on home video last night. Some homes and other buildings were damaged. 
The storms also dropped hail. There were no injuries reported.   
 
News    04/14/07   6am   : 30 



 
Are people who live near Northampton‟s landfill suffering from health problems because of it? 
The city is paving a toxicologist to find out. The landfill is off Glendale Road. The company 
will see if there are clusters of diseases such as cancer, asthma and autism. Some neighbors 
also complain about truck noise and odor in the summer. We spoke with other neighbors who 
did think there was a higher incidence of cancer among neighbors of the landfill, citing 12 
cases in the immediate area.  
 
News    04/14/07   6am   : 30 
 
Berkshire County residents were given the chance to voice their concerns about 
environmental issues. State environmental affairs secretary, Ian Bowles met with residents 
and business people in Pittsfield yesterday. They discussed the rising costs of conservation 
and its impact on agricultural businesses and recreation. Small business owners want to hear 
about state plans to encourage growth to help them compete. Besides fielding questions, 
secretary Bowles announced four million dollars for the General Electric Housatonic River 
clean up and restoration project. The money for the clean up comes from a settlement with 
GE. 
 
News     04/14/07   6pm   : 30 
 
A spring nor‟easter is setting its sights on New England. Forecasters say we need to prepare 
for heavy rain, and maybe a wintry mix as our unseasonable spring continues. A mix of sun 
and clouds Saturday but the brisk breeze at St. Ann‟s Golf Course is a taste of what‟s 
expected Sunday as the coast guard readies for gale force winds. After causing havoc in the 
nations mid section, dumping remarkable winter weather during spring and spawning strong 
hail storms and twisters in Texas, forecasters are calling for it to strengthen into a nasty 
nor‟easter to blow thru New England. Families from all over New England embracing opening 
day at Six Flags and the more seasonable weather before the washout. Probably a good 
plan, as driving winds and several inches of rain will most likely be measured by the time this 
spring storm is finished.  
 
News     04/15/07   6pm   : 30 
 
As we‟ve been reporting, people in low lying areas dealt with just cold rain but the hill towns 
are shoveling out. Take a look at Western Hampden County around 11 this morning. The 
town of Blandford is pretty representative of a number of hill towns in the Berkshire Hills. 
Before noon, there was already upwards of 6 inches of heavy wet snow piling up. 22News 
ran into the brown family as they tried to make the best of their whited out Sunday plans. A bit 
of a second season for snow plow drivers out on the roads today. They got a late start to their 
winter business with the first storm not coming until late January. Now they‟re bringing in a 
little extra cash thanks to this April nor‟easter.  
 
News     04/15/07   11pm   : 30 
 



So far, we‟re in pretty good shape from this April nor‟easter. Drivers are putting up with 
puddles, but so far, no significant street flooding. These pictures were taken under the Cabot 
Street overpass in Holyoke. Route 5 in West Springfield, likewise no big problems so far, 
even in the underpasses. Local police say they haven‟t heard of any problems relating to 
standing water on the roads, but they are wet and slippery. Water levels are rising on the 
Connecticut River, but so far, no words of any flooding.   
 
News     04/16/07   5pm   : 30 
 
A nasty nor‟easter is leading to widespread flooding in many area communities. And 
Westfield is among many local communities declaring a state of emergency today. 22News 
reporter Kala Rama is live in Westfield where several homes and businesses have been 
evacuated. After a night of heavy rain, resident‟s morning started off like this. This is St. 
Pierre Lane off of Montgomery Road. Some resident‟s barley get past their driveways. The 
flooding became worst, forcing the whip city to declare a state of emergency. Which means 
their services are over extended and the National Guard has been called in. Law 
enforcement are also on double duty, several police officers manning heavy flooded 
intersections and assisting home and business evacuations all over Westfield.  
 
News    04/16/07   5pm   : 30 
 
Back in western Mass in the town of Granville, there‟s a race against the clock to save the 
road from being washed out by the flooding. Ironically this happened on Water Street. The 
rain swollen stream has already washed away part of the road. Granville town employs Eddie 
Shultz battling the clock as well as the elements to make sure his makeshift dam holds to 
prevent any further erosion. Lori Coneley lives directly across the street from where Schulz is 
settling up this rocky barrier, she‟s praying it holds. The road saving work continues as 
another truckload of rock and gravel arrives just in case. We‟re told that the road erosion 
caused a pick up truck to fall into the ditch. Eventually the town of Granville wins its struggle 
to keep the road open against the ravages of nature.  
 
News     04/16/07   5pm   : 30 
 
Our storm coverage continues from our Hampshire County bureau where roads are closed, 
rivers are flooded and residents forced to evacuate. Dan Hampshire County has been hit 
hard by this nor‟easter. As a result of the Mill River overflowing people have been forced to 
evacuate. To put it in perspective for you anything over 12.7 feet is a concern, at one point 
today the monitoring station gave a reading slightly over 15 feet. Normally the river is at 7.5 
feet. One side walk actually collapsed on route 66 because the pavement couldn‟t handle all 
the water. Here‟s a list on your TV screen right now of all the roads closed. Hatfield Street 
from Bridge Road to North King Street plus Rocky Hill Road which is route 66 from the state 
hospital to Florence Road in closed. There are wash outs that the DPW is trying to fill at this 
time on Rt. 66. Meadow Street still closed, which was the worst hit area. There is no 
electricity on Meadow Street. All these roads will be closed probably until midnight. 
Emergency operation centers will remain open throughout the night. The Mill River is now 
subsiding but now the Ct River has come up about 106.2 at 9am now at 109.5.  



 
News     04/16/07   530pm  : 30 
 
Gas prices in Massachusetts are up for the tenth week in a row. Prices have risen six cents 
per gallon from a week ago. The latest statewide survey by Triple A of Southern New 
England finds an average price of two dollars, 74 cents per gallon for self serve regular, 
compared with two dollars, 68 cents in last week‟s survey. Gas prices are up 59 cents from 
early February. Massachusetts remains about eleven cents below the national average. A 
nationwide survey today by Triple A found an average price of more two dollars, 85 cents per 
gallon, eleven cents above the state average.  
 
News    04/17/07   12pm   : 30 
 
Two industrial giants join forces to make a renewable fuel. Conoco is teaming up with Tyson 
Foods to make diesel fuel from animal fat. Tyson plans to send beef, pork, and chicken fat to 
a Conoco refinery to make fuel that will be sold and distributed much as regular diesel. They 
expect produce 175 million gallons a year once they hit full production. The deal still needs 
approval from the EPA.   
 
News     04/17/07   5pm   : 30 
 
Water levels in Westfield have started to recede after yesterday‟s storm. About 100 people 
were forced to evacuate after heavy rain swelled the Westfield and little rivers. Several roads 
and basements were flooded and the city declared a state of emergency early Monday 
morning. Some businesses along East Main Street were unable to open again today because 
of the flooding. A couple of workers decided on their own not to risk driving through the water 
to get to work.  
 
News     04/17/07   5pm   : 30 
 
Checking news from our Hampshire County. Many residents who were forced to evacuate in 
the wee hours of the morning Monday can now return home to the mess left behind after 
yesterday‟s nor‟easter. 22News reporter Jaclyn Cashman revisited several of the flooded 
areas to see how residents are holding up since returning home. Dan, yesterday we saw 
rushing water racing across the street from the Mill River, where rescue crews had to go back 
into one home which was evacuated to help get three dogs which were left behind. And to no 
surprise today we witnessed major damage done to those homes on Meadow Street in 
Florence. One house had a foot of water inside the home and lots of mud. One woman who 
lives on Meadow Street tells 22News how hectic it was when she found out they had to 
evacuate. It was pretty disturbing. It was the last thing I expected to be woken up at 4am and 
being told we had to leave. This house is currently running off a generator to pump out the 
water in the basement and the homeowners are using their wood stove to stay warm.  
 
News     04/18/07   5am   : 30 
 



A spring nor‟easter unleashed punishing winds across the state of Vermont leaving tens of 
thousands of people without power this morning. Few areas were harder hit than the town of 
Rutland, Vermont. No deaths or injuries were reported, but utility poles and power lines 
littered neighborhood streets. Vermont utility officials urged families to keep children and pets 
inside and away from the downed power lines. Officials say hundreds of trees were knocked 
down by the high winds.   
 
News    04/18/07   5pm   : 30 
 
The clean up begins in Northampton after heavy rains ripped through parts of the landscape. 
And DPW workers in Northampton are working to repair road damage from that severe 
flooding. At this hour Hatfield Street is closed from Bridge Road to Cooke Street. The detours 
are creating a hassle for drivers going about their day. DPW workers expect their heavy work 
load to be completed by the end of the day.  
 
News    04/18/07   5pm   : 30 
 
36 hours after the Westfield River overflowed its banks, people are still cleaning up. The 
Tekoa Country Club golf course in Westfield was covered in 10 feet of water Monday. When 
it receded, the flood waters left behind silt and debris. The new owners put one million dollars 
into rehabbing the course and will take a huge financial hit from the damage. Many people 
are returning home after being evacuated. 20 elderly residents of Kennedy Apartments went 
home today after water flooded their basement Monday.  
 
News     04/18/07   530pm  : 30 
 
And the rain from this week‟s nor‟easter helps create a spectacular visual experience at the 
Quabbin Reservoir in Belchertown. The Quabbin is now at 1 hundred and one percent of 
capacity. The spillway releasing the excess water which flows downstream into the Swift 
River in the Palmer area and we‟re told you‟ll rarely see the water flowing over the spillway 
wall with such intensity. Visitors have been coming to the Quabbin to marvel at this force of 
nature. With the prospects good for the best weekend weather we‟ve had in ages, quite a few 
people may be making plans for a trip to the Quabbin.  
 
News     04/18/07   530pm  : 30 
 
Green house emissions could be reduced by ethanol fuel but a new study finds it could emit 
other harmful gases like hydrocarbons which form smog. One scientist says that nearly 200 
more people a year would die if America switches entirely to ethanol by 2020. But that same 
scientist calls such a switch to plant based fuel nearly impossible.  
 
News     04/18/07   530pm  : 30 
 
A catalytic converter like the kind we use in our cars may be coming to a lawn mower near 
you. The environmental protection agency has set its sights on reducing emissions pollution 
coming from engine powered push mowers and riding mowers. One local lawnmower dealer 



tells 22News it could be expensive. But then again he believes the catalytic converters will 
reduce emissions on the biggest culprits, which he describes as the real low end mowers, the 
kind that conk out after a couple of years. But don‟t count on lawnmower smog control at 
least until the year 2011.  
 
News    04/19/07   530pm  : 30 
 
Rivers overflowed their banks in Westfield this week, prompting evacuations, road closures 
and hundreds of thousands of dollars in damages. But it could‟ve been much worse. The US 
Army Corps of Engineers says without the Knightville and Littleville Dam, the destruction 
would‟ve been of catastrophic proportions. Following the weekend nor‟easter the water level 
at the Littleville Dam in Huntington rose about 40 feet. At the Knightville Dam, it rose more 
than 100. At the peak of the flood, the water level gauge in Westfield was about 12 feet 
above its normal reading. Park ranger Thomas Wisnauckas tells 22News, these dams 
prevented a major disaster. The gates in both dams are almost completely closed at this 
time, giving the river a chance to return to their normal levels. One of the gates in the 
Littleville Dam is open about a foot, the other one, about 6 inches.  
 
News    04/19/07   530pm  : 30 
 
This week‟s powerful nor‟easter caused plenty of flooding problems in Western 
Massachusetts and the storm also wrought havoc along the coastline. Nature‟s fury can be 
seen clearly in Saco, Maine along Ferry Beach. The waves destroyed several homes. 
Homeowners spent the Wednesday surveying the damage done by an angry Atlantic ocean. 
Homeowners have been told by Saco officials that unless the ocean waves finish the job, the 
homeowners will be responsible for taking down what‟s left of the totaled homes and 
removing the debris.  
 
News     04/20/07   6am   : 30 
 
Going green is the hot new trend. And the paper city is jumping on broad. The three R‟s, 
reduce, reuse, and recycle are all positive contributions to the environment. Joining us is 
Mayor Michael Sullivan with Holyoke‟s efforts to clean up the city. If you want to be a part of 
the Holyoke clean sweep event call 322-5511. 
 
News     04/22/07   7am   : 30 
 
Severe weather hits northern Texas last night, one of the tornadoes was caught on tape by a 
storm chaser. Right outside of Amarillo, in the town of Tulia, a tornado touched down around 
eight pm. The sheriff closed traffic in and out of Tulia due to reports of gas leaking from 
homes. Police also say a tornado hit the town of Cactus. Officials report numerous injuries 
and a great deal of damage. 14 thousand customers were without power because several 
power lines were taken down in the storm.  
 
News     04/22/07   7am   : 30 
 



And with spring finally moving in, Holyoke is holding an event to jump start the clean up 
campaign for the city. The event will educate residents on the importance of recycling and 
maintaining clean rivers. You can stop by Mayor Sullivan‟s office anywhere from 8am until 
2pm today and tomorrow and lunch will be provided.  
 
News     04/22/07   7am   : 30 
 
Residents and shop owners in New Jersey are returning to their homes and businesses this 
weekend after the deadly nor‟easter of 2007. There are dozens of businesses and homes in 
Bound Brook, New Jersey that are drying out thanks to this weekend‟s good weather. The 
town was clobbered by this week‟s spring nor‟easter. The devastating storm flooded 
downtown with three feet of water. It wasn‟t until Thursday before emergency officials finally 
allowed store owners to return to their businesses.   
 
News     04/22/07   6pm   : 30 
 
The great weather had many of us on the road, grudgingly paying gas prices that keep 
inching up every week. The 22News internet poll this weekend show how concerned drivers 
are about rising gas prices. 69 percent of the respondents believe that the price of regular 
gas could hit three fifty a gallon by the end of summer. And drivers 22News spoke with today 
say they understand why so many people feel there‟s no end to the weekly price hikes at the 
pump. 
 
News     04/23/07   5am   : 30 
 
Large scale construction projects will be required to reduce greenhouse gases, under new 
rules put in place by Governor Patrick‟s administration. State Environmental Affairs secretary 
Ian Bowles says private developers will be required to estimate the greenhouse gases their 
projects would produce and reduce them with measures like energy efficient lighting and 
alternative fuels. It‟s the latest in a series of green moves by the governor. Projects affected 
will include large housing developments, office projects and mixed use proposals.  
 
News    04/23/07   5pm   : 30 
 
Gas prices here in the Bay State continue to flirt with the three dollar mark. The latest weekly 
survey by Triple A finds an average price of two dollars, 76 cents per gallon for self serve 
regular in the Bay State. That‟s up two cents from last week. Gas prices have risen 61 cents 
since early February and are at their highest level since Labor Day. But motorists in 
Massachusetts are still paying less than the national average. The most recent Lundberg 
survey fund an average price of two dollars, 87 cents a gallon.  
 
News     04/24/07   5am   : 30 
 
Overnight in Kansas a line of tornadoes struck the state. Several tornadoes touched down in 
Comanche and Clark Counties last night. So far, there are no reports of any injuries. 
Residents in Kansas were looking for protection after the string of severe storms brought 



heavy rains and hail strong enough to flip cars on their sides. This tornado was spotted in the 
area, fortunately, no one was injured.  
 
News     04/24/07   5am   : 30 
 
More than a dozen homes and businesses were damaged last night after a line of severe 
storms moved through Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. The national weather service even issued a 
tornado warning for Mercer, Venango and Butler Counties at about 8 last night. About a 
thousand homes and businesses lost power and fortunately police said they haven‟t received 
any reports of injuries.  
 
News     04/25/07   6pm   : 30 
 
Pay the city to pick up trash or pay a private contractor. That‟s the choice Springfield 
residents now face. Springfield residents are receiving bills for the city‟s 90 dollar annual 
trash pick up fee. People have the option of not paying the fee and instead, finding another 
way to dispose of their trash, like hiring a private contractor. Residents are discovering the 
city may be the better deal. Residents have until July first to make up their minds on paying 
the city‟s fee. Some are concerned that imposition of the fee will lead to illegal dumping by 
those who don‟t want to pay it.  
 
News     04/26/07   5am   : 30 
 
22News is working for you with a spring cleaning tip that could save your life. Triple A of 
Pioneer Valley estimates there may be hundreds of dead batteries that could be a ticking 
time bomb unless we get rid of them. And there may be one you‟ve forgotten about in your 
garage or in the cellar. If you‟ll notice, the warnings are printed right there on the batteries. All 
the most reason to bring these possible dangerous batteries to service stations and auto 
supply stores that will take them off your hands.  
 
News     04/26/07   5am   : 30 
 
A deadly night in Texas. At least six people were killed when a severe storm damaged homes 
in Southwest Texas. 81 people were injured and Maverick County officials said they had a 
feeling more bodies would be found as searchers continued. A tornadic funnel cloud spotted, 
but the chief dispatcher in the area said straight line winds may have been the cause of the 
deaths. The storm also brought intense winds, quarter size hail, and flash flooding. The area 
hit worst is about 145 miles southwest of San Antonio.  
 
News    04/26/07   6am   : 30 
 
Last week‟s powerful nor‟easter is causing some lingering problems for mariners and the 
coast guard. At least 45 navigational aides along the coast from Maine to New York are either 
missing, not working or adrift. Three coast guard crews have been conducting restoration 
efforts over the past several days. The damage has affected shipping channels in Boston, 
New York and Portland, Maine. The cutter Juniper found the Boston approach buoy 87 miles 



out of position. Until all the repairs are made, the coast guard is urging boaters to use 
extreme caution while navigating New England waters.  
 
News     04/26/07   5pm   : 30 
 
With spring finally here the Department of Environmental Protection is encouraging 
gardeners to go natural this season. A new program teaches green thumbs how to have a 
beautiful yard this spring and summer without using chemicals. Health experts say some 
lawn and garden pesticides could harm children, pets and the eco system. That‟s why in April 
and May communities across the state will be presenting healthy lawns and landscapes 
workshops free of charge. And so far, 22News has found there‟s a great interest in learning 
how to go green in the gardening department. These new courses are funded in part by a 
mass department of environmental protection municipal waste reduction grant. Here in our 
area, you can take the healthy lawns and landscapes workshop today from 6:30 to 8:30pm at 
the Hatfield Town Hall, the address is 59 Main Street.   
 
News     04/26/07   5pm   : 30 
 
A water emergency has been declared in one central Massachusetts town. Residents in 
Spencer have been warned not to drink or use town water for any purpose after too much of 
the chemical sodium hydroxide also known as lye, was accidentally released into the public 
water supply. Dozens of residents called police this morning complaining of a burning 
sensation and rashes after drinking tap water or showering. Several people went to area 
hospitals but it does not appear there are any serious injuries. Town officials hope to have the 
chemical flushed out by tonight.  
 
News     04/26/07   5pm   : 30 
 
Many residents of the town of Spencer had to be hospitalized after coming into contact with 
town water. Spencer is in West Central Massachusetts, just west of Worcester.  
 
News     04/26/07   5pm   : 30 
 
Do you ever winder what‟s in your water? The Spencer water emergency raises concerns of 
whether that could happen here. The Springfield Water and Sewer Commission says the 
chances are slim. They treat the water with three different substances on a daily basis, 
sodium hydroxide to adjust the PH of the water, chlorine to disinfect it, and orthophosphate to 
prevent the corrosion of household plumbing. The commission‟s spokesperson tells 22News, 
their water is monitored continuously to prevent any emergencies.  
 
News     04/27/07   12pm   : 30 
 
The water ban has been lifted in Spencer after Wednesday‟s accidental release of a chemical 
into the town water supply. More than 100 residents complained of burning sensations or skin 
rashes after using tap water. The water system has since been flushed, but a boil order for 
water will remain in place in Spencer until further notice. The chemical sodium hydroxide is 



routinely added to reduce water acidity and limit pipe corrosion, but more than the required 
amount was released into the water sending many people to local hospitals.  
 
News    04/27/07   12pm   : 30 
 
Chicopee Vietnam Veterans memorial Park is getting a makeover. Today the blue prints for 
the park were revealed. Back in 1991 the Vietnam Veterans of America, Western 
Massachusetts Chapter adopted the park. Since then renovations have been done, but 
nothing like what is proposed. The plans include the fountain to be filled with dirt and a 
monument put in its place. The renovations are expected to be completed by the end of the 
summer. Right now the exact cost to improve the park is unknown, but it is expected to be in 
the ten thousand dollar range. On Monday from 6 to 7pm at the Knights of Columbus, 
veterans can come and see the new designs.  
 
News     04/30/07   5pm   : 30 
 
Gasoline prices continue to soar as summer approaches. Pump prices now reaching an 
average of two dollars, 86 cents a gallon for self serve regular in Massachusetts. That‟s 
according to the latest weekly survey from Triple A. The average was up ten cents from last 
week and marked the 12th consecutive week that gas prices had risen in the Bay State. 
Experts say the recent spike is partly due to reserves that are below expected levels.  
 
News     04/30/07   11pm   : 30 
 
Garbage as far as the eye can see, one Springfield man is fed up with the view from his 
bedroom window. For months Ezequiel Rosario has been urging his Merrick Ave. next door 
neighbor to clean up his yard. So Rosario contacted the Springfield Department of Public 
Health. Two months later, the couches, broken glass and trash remain. Rosario alerted 
22News after watching our report on the “Keep Springfield Clean” initiative this weekend. 
Rosario and other neighbors say the house is vacant and the only time they‟ve ever seen the 
problem home owner on the property is to dump things in the yard. He‟s hoping this report 
will convince the owner of the home to clean the place up.  
 
News     05/01/07   6am   : 30 
 
US researchers say Artic sea ice is melting three times faster than many scientists projected. 
The findings come just days ahead of the next major international report on climate change. 
Actual measurements show Artic sea ice is declining at an average rate of about seven point 
eight percent per decade.  
 
News     05/01/07   12pm   : 30 
 
Once again, Los Angles tops the list as the most polluted city in America. The American Lung 
Association ranked the city of angels, with its thick layers of smog, as the most polluted in 
America. The ranking is based off air quality data from 2003 through 2005. It isn‟t all bad 
though, over all the report says LA‟s air quality is actually improving.   



 
News     05/01/07   530pm  : 30 
 
The pain at the pumps just keeps getting worse. Gas prices are hovering near 3 dollars per 
gallon. Well you know that Memorial Day weekend is right around the corner and drivers are 
expressing concern about escalating gas prices. According to Triple A, gas prices already 
average 2.86 a gallon nationwide. Now, a year ago today, a gallon of self serve regular was 
selling for about 8 cents less. And get this, 5 years ago at this time, the same gallon of gas 
cost a low 1.41. Some local drivers tells 22News today‟s soaring gas prices are too 
frustrating.  
 
News     05/01/07   530pm  : 30 
 
They may not like it, but the majority of Springfield property owners are agreeing to pay the 
90 dollar fee for trash collection. It‟s either that or disposing of their trash some other way. 
Gus Williams is one of the many Springfield property owners who have opted for the 90 dollar 
fee, City Public Works director Allan Chwalek tells 22News the response rate from the first 
notices has been very high. Williams says he‟ll pay the 90 dollars, but he‟s not happy. 
Property owners still undecided by the middle of the month will receive a reminder in the mail 
the following week.  
 
News     05/01/07   530pm  : 30 
 
You can breathe easy, the government says our air is a lot cleaner than it was 30 years ago. 
To determine how clean the air is, the government measures smog and soot small particles 
in the air. The latest figures show overall, both are getting a crackdown on factories and cars. 
The American Lung Association says that depends on where you live. The group‟s annual 
state of the air report says 46 percent of Americans breathe unhealthy air. It ranks Los 
Angles as the nation‟s most polluted city.  
 
News     05/01/07   11pm   : 30 
 
New tonight at eleven, you won‟t have to worry about power problems this summer. New 
England‟s power grid manager says the region should have enough electricity to meet 
consumer demand. Holyoke based ISO New England cautions consumers in the region they 
could set a record for peak power usage in an extended period of hot humid weather. ISO 
chief operating officer Stephen Whitley says conservation efforts will pay a critical role in 
ensuring adequate supply.  
 
News     05/02/07   6am   : 30 
 
A new study shows how diesel exhaust can be harmful to your health. This type of exhaust is 
mainly generated by buses, trucks, trains, and ferries. Experts say particles from diesel 
exhaust can remain airborne and travel long distances before being inhaled. The latest 
research on the subject is from the West Virginia University School of Medicine, where 
researchers studied the effects of diesel exhaust on rats. They found a chemical component 



of the exhaust can hinder the ability of some arteries to regulate blood flow to bone marrow. 
The effect could be most pronounced among men, post menopausal women and the elderly. 
 
News     05/02/07   12pm    : 30 
 
Two villages in Thailand are being swallowed by rising waters and some experts say other 
villages around the world will face the same fate because of global warming. Just ten years 
ago, the two villages were each home to 200 houses, but today the waters of the Gulf of 
Thailand have risen so high, many people have had to leave their homes. Take a look at this, 
it‟s a Buddhist temple on the coast of Thailand, being swallowed by waves. And Bangkok 
faces another problem, the city is slowly sinking into the clay it sits on. Meantime, 
representatives from 100 governments worldwide are meeting in Thailand to discuss limiting 
greenhouse gas emissions in an effort to curb the effects of global warming.  
 
News    05/02/07   12pm    : 30 
 
A major chemical cleanup is underway in Chicopee. Crews have started cleaning up PCB‟s at 
the site of the former Uniroyal plant in Chicopee. The tire factory closed back in 1980, but left 
behind the chemicals. The two million dollar project id expected to last until December of 
2008 and will also treat any groundwater contamination. The city eventually plans to take 
possession of the property, demolish the numerous buildings on the 17 acre site and 
redevelop the land.  
 
News     05/02/07   6pm   : 30 
 
New job opportunities could be coming to Berkshire County. A New York based company 
plans to open one of the country‟s largest biodiesel production facilities in Pittsfield. Berkshire 
biodiesel president Garth Klimchuk says the plant will be able to make 50 million gallons of 
the alternative fuel in a year. Biodiesel san be used like traditional diesel fuel, but it‟s made 
from vegetable oil. The plant in Pittsfield is expected to open in October of 2008, if the 
company can raise the necessary funding.  
 
News     05/02/07   6pm   : 30 
 
Water concerns in the central Massachusetts community of Spencer. Last Tuesday, about 
100 people were treated for minor burns or skin rashes following the accidental over released 
of sodium hydroxide into the town‟s water supply. Today, results from a preliminary 
investigation point to operator error and a possible alarm system malfunction in the accidental 
over release of the caustic chemical into the water supply. The chemical, commonly called 
“lye” is added to water to reduce acidity and pipe corrosion.  
 
News    05/03/07   5pm   : 30 
 
There‟s been a lot of news about illegal dumping in Springfield lately. And now some 
residents are pitching in to help keep the city clean. Friends of state representative Ben Swan 
and community members met this morning at the Waterfront Lounge on Hickory Street in 



Springfield to clean up mounting piles of rubbish in the area. The event is being called an 
effort to keep the neighborhood clean and safe. One local business owner chipped in making 
a very generous contribution. Kakley donated trash dumpsters, trucks, trash bags and gloves 
and he also helped in the demolition and putting in a new fence. Also on the list for some 
spring cleaning is Harriet Tubman Park which is next to the lounge.  
 
News    05/05/07   6am   : 30 
 
For the first time this year, the national average price for unleaded regular gasoline has 
eclipsed the three dollar mark. Parts of the nation are paying all time record highs for 
gasoline, and prices are expected to creep up even more this weekend. No matter where you 
live, gasoline is guzzling your money. The national average finally went above three dollars a 
gallon again. As prices rise, inventories are at a 20 year low. Turns out, the energy 
information association saying Americans are using close to 2 percent more gasoline 
compared to this time last year. Refinery accidents and closures have strained supplies. To 
save money on your gas consumption, make sure your tires are at the recommended 
pressure. Change the air filter in your car or truck. Don‟t haul a lot of extra weight. And 
production interruptions from hurricanes or increased Middle East tensions could cause 
prices to jump even higher.  
 
News     05/05/07   6am    : 30 
 
Rescuers are searching the wreckage of a partially collapsed hospital in Greensburg, 
Kansas, for possible victims of a massive overnight tornado. Take a look at this picture as the 
tornado approached the town of Greensburg in southwestern Kansas. Early reports have 40 
to 50 injured and one killed. Telephone connections have been knocked out, creating 
problems for authorities compiling information. Officers are going door to door, looking for 
people who may be trapped or injured. Emergency crews from surrounding counties and 
towns are headed there to help.  
 
News     05/06/07   7am   : 30 
 
Tornados tore through western Oklahoma last night. One slammed into the small town of 
Sweetwater, where this school took a direct hit. In all, ten to 12 buildings were damaged, 
including homes, a church, and the post office. One person was reported with minor injuries.  
 
News     05/06/07   7am    : 30 
 
Up to 4 million gallons of raw sewage has spilled into the Hudson River, north of New York 
City. Officials blame it on an underground sewage line that apparently ruptured during a 
landslide on Friday. People are being warned to stay out of the Hudson River this weekend. 
Health officials say anyone who comes in contact with the water could come down with 
gastrointestinal problems. Repair crews hope to fix the line sometime today.  
 
News     05/07/07   6am   : 30 
 



The public will get their only chance to speak out this week about the potential noise 
problems when the air national guard‟s 104th fighter wing converts to F-15 eagle fighters. The 
military unit in Westfield is taking on a homeland security mission. The hearing is scheduled 
for Wednesday at the North Middle School. The hearing will be the only public forum on the 
issue, but individuals and organizations can submit written comments on the final 
environmental impact statement until June 1st.  
 
News     05/07/07   6am    : 30 
 
More bad news for motorists at the gas pump. The Lundberg survey says prices for self serve 
regular have surged to a record nationwide. Gasoline prices across the country have risen to 
a record average of three dollars and 7 cents a gallon. That beats the record set last August. 
In the Springfield area, the average is 2.93 and in neighboring Connecticut it is already over 3 
dollars.   
 
News     05/07/07   5pm   : 30 
 
Still no sign of relief from rising gas prices. Gas prices are higher in Massachusetts for the 
13th week in a row. Triple A reports that self serve regular is averaging two dollars 93 cents a 
gallon in the Bat State, up seven cents from last week. The states average does remain 
below the nation as a whole. The latest bi-weekly Lundberg survey finds self serve regular 
selling for an average of three dollars, seven cents a gallon.  
 
News     05/07/07   11pm   : 30 
 
New at 11 tonight, the small business administration approves a disaster declaration for three 
Massachusetts counties in the wake of last month‟s nor‟easter. The SBA will provide long 
term, low interest infrastructure loans of up to 200 thousand dollars for homeowners, and 1 
point 5 million dollars for businesses in Essex, Middlesex and Suffolk counties. The money 
will help bridge gaps that may exist in insurance coverage. Similar loans for personal property 
are capped at 40 thousand dollars for homeowners and renters. The rainfall and flooding 
caused more than 10 million dollars in damage to roads, bridges and seawalls in the state.  
 
News     05/07/07   11pm   : 30 
 
Attorney General Martha Coakley is suing the US Department of energy as part of a 
continued focus on environmental issues. She says the agency‟s decision not to amend its 
energy efficiency standard for heating, ventilation and air conditioning equipment causes 
excessive energy consumption and power plant construction. The lawsuit was filed in the first 
US circuit court of appeals in Boston. Coakley argues the energy department‟s own studies 
show the savings over three decades from enhancing the standards for air conditioning 
products alone could eliminate the need to construct several major power plants.   
 
News    05/08/07   6am   : 30 
 



Manufacturers and environmentalists are working on a lighting standard that would mean the 
end of the standard light bulb in the next ten years. The standard would require more light 
output than an incandescent bulb makes, which means fluorescent bulbs would replace 
them. The fluorescent bulbs are more efficient, but at this time, more expensive as well.   
 
News     05/08/07   5pm    : 30 
 
Gas prices are now above four dollars a gallon in San Francisco. A gallon of regular 
unleaded gasoline is four dollars and thirty three point 9 cents at this Shell Station in San 
Francisco. Experts had been predicting the prices were supposed to start leveling off, 
however that is not reflected at the pumps across the country. Nationally, the average for a 
gallon of regular gasoline is three dollars and three cents.  
 
News     05/08/07   6pm   : 30 
 
Shutesbury takes a step forward in promoting renewable energy. Residents approving rules 
for where future wind turbines could be built in town. You‟ve heard of Cape Wind, and now 
we‟re talking about Shutesbury wind. With increased awareness of global warming, the town 
is exploring ways to implement renewable energy, by means of wind turbines. Roger 
Cartwright pedals his way around Shutesbury with the environment in mind. He‟s among 
many residents in the sleepy town. Who have been happily awakened to a possibility of a 10 
kilowatt wind turbine be built behind town hall. Last Saturday, Shutesbury voters gave the go 
ahead for construction. It‟s part of the energy committee forward thinking efficiency plan. But 
not everyone see‟s it that way. Though their sentiments contradict the town‟s proactive 
stance on energy, as they explore ways to cut a path to greener pastures hoping to cool 
global warming one turbine at a time. The by-law which was approved last weekend, 
essentially paves the way for anyone looking to build a turbine. So far no one has applied for 
a permit, but the town is very interested.  
 
News     05/09/07   5am   : 30 
 
It will probably be another windy day along the southeast coast. A storm system that‟s been 
sitting just offshore in the Atlantic ocean, is drifting closer to the coast, causing big erosion 
and flooding problems in some places and making beach swimming a bit dangerous. It is not 
yet hurricane season, and this is not a hurricane. But on Topsail Beach, North Caroline, 
they‟re already adding up the damage. A strong low pressure system has been spinning off 
the southeast coast for several days, bringing wind and waves and beach erosion from the 
Carolina‟s to Florida. Good news for surfers but not for anyone else. The rip currents can get 
pretty bad. The strong winds are making the fire danger in Georgia and Florida worse. And 
the storm‟s rain is staying too far off shore to bring any relief. Making this non-hurricane 
nothing but a pre season pain.  
 
News     05/09/07   5am   : 30 
 
More and more people and companies are getting on the going green bandwagon that 
includes Home Depot, which is now pointing people in the right direction to keep the earth 



healthy. If you need something for your house, you can likely find it at Home Depot. And now 
you‟ll find something else here, a whole lot of green. As we move forward there‟s a new 
global concern about the environment and I think Home Depot‟s just doing the right thing to 
the community and our customers to get on board and be supportive of the environment. 
That support has come in the form of green signs all over the store highlighting Eco options 
for the home, organic plant food, energy efficient appliances and lights and wood that‟s 
specially chosen. Home Depot will not do business any more with any vendor that extracts 
trees from forests that are endangered. Customers say the reminder to go green is 
appreciated. This world is not going to be here forever if we don‟t learn to take care of it. 
Unfortunately, we‟ve abused the earth too long. But with the right direction and desire to do 
better the earth will grow a little greener.  
 
News     05/09/07   530pm  : 30 
 
If you think you pay a lot for gas in Western Massachusetts, wait till you see what they‟re 
paying just across the Connecticut state line. Regular unleaded sells for 3 dollars 15 cents a 
gallon at this Enfield service station just off I-91. Connecticut drivers tell 22News, this is the 
reason they usually buy their gas in this side of the state line. 3.15 gas serves as incentive to 
cross into Massachusetts where, if drivers shop around, they can find gas selling almost 30 
cents a gallon cheaper.  
 
News     05/09/07   11pm   : 30 
 
Emergency personnel from all across the Pioneer Valley responded to Hatfield tonight. This 
is video from Cooley Dickinson Hospital in Northampton, where a decontamination unit was 
set up for 13 people exposed to ammonia fumes. Ammonia leaked at C and S Wholesale 
Grocers at 95 North Hatfield Road in Hatfield. C and S is a grocery distribution facility that 
supplies supermarkets throughout the region. Emergency response personnel were called 
just around seven o‟clock tonight. More than one hundred employees were evacuated. We‟re 
told that residents living along North Hatfield Road were advised of the situation, it‟s not 
certain whether they were told to leave their homes. The state hazmat response unit from 
Chicopee is dealing with the chemical vapors. 
 
News     05/09/07   11pm   : 30 
 
Three weeks before the start of hurricane season, the first named storm of the year swirled 
off the southeastern coast of the United States. Subtropical storm Andrea has some tropical 
storm characteristics, and will bring high winds, waves and possible beach erosion. It may 
still be three weeks before the official start of hurricane season, but it seems nobody told 
Andrea. Surfers felt the effects while the season‟s first named storm was still more than a 
hundred miles out at sea. For more than a day now Andrea has been slowly torturing the 
coastline, bringing in flood waters and taking away sand, as the waves erode beaches finally 
replenished after past storms. So it doesn‟t seem to matter what the calendar says, or that 
Andrea is classified as a sub-tropical system. It is expected to bring tropical storm force 
winds, though it may not bring the rain that many were hoping for in parched parts of Florida 
now battling over 200 wildfires. That isn‟t likely as Andrea will remain relatively dry, even as it 



continues to batter the coastline, perhaps a pre-season practice run, for a hurricane season 
that isn‟t yet official but is already taking aim. 
 
News     05/09/07   11pm   : 30 
 
Massachusetts joins 31 states, two Canadian provinces and an Indian tribe to create the 
largest multi state effort to track greenhouse gases. It‟s also designed to provide the 
measurement and reporting data needed to support voluntary, mandatory, market-based and 
emissions reduction programs across borders. The registry will begin collecting data in 
January.    
 
News     05/10/07   5pm   : 30 
 
Breaking news out of Enfield Connecticut. A daycare center in Enfield has been evacuated 
after carbon monoxide was detected inside. This is helicopter video from our sister station 
WTNH in Connecticut. They are reporting that two children were transported to the hospital. 
Lego Creative Child Care Center at 561Talyor Road was evacuated after a carbon monoxide 
detector went off inside the building. About 78 children were inside the building at the time of 
the evacuation. Fire fighters are still at the scene trying to determine the source of the carbon 
monoxide. They are detaining children at the daycare until they find out the CO levels of the 
children taken to the hospital.  
 
News    05/10/07   5pm   : 30 
 
A Hazmat situation in the town of Hatfield forced the evacuation of workers at a local 
wholesale facility with many employees being hospitalized. The normally quiet town of 
Hatfield had a potentially dangerous situation to deal with Wednesday night. An ammonia 
spill right here at C & S Wholesale Grocers caused an evacuation of hundreds of employees 
and nearby homes. Audra Dziuba says she called neighbors and then her parents to pin point 
the origin of the potentially fatal odor. Her mom quickly called 911. Neighboring businesses 
closed their doors for the evening. C & S spokesperson Carl Wistreich says ammonia leaked 
from a condenser on the roof and didn‟t spill inside the building. Yet employees inside were 
still affected by the fumes. This employee requested to remain anonymous in fear of losing 
his job. He and several others were taken to Northampton‟s Cooley Dickenson Hospital for 
treatment and decontamination. After inhaling the toxic fumes, Audra‟s daughter Emma will 
see a doctor. Wistriech says no food was damaged and deliveries to regional grocery stores 
are back on track. The company is working to find out what caused the condenser to leak and 
how much pooled outside.  
 
News     05/10/07   6pm   : 30 
 
A Springfield state representative appeals to the mayor to drop the city‟s new 90 dollar trash 
pickup fee. Cheryl Coakley Rivera says the fee will drive residents out of the city and will 
drive up illegal dumping. The city recently cited more than one hundred properties that had 
trash and other materials outside. This house on Pendleton Ave. was one of them. But some 
Springfield residents say the fee won‟t cause illegal dumping. The 90 dollar fee covers trash 



pick up for the year, but residents can opt out and provide their own solutions to getting rid of 
household trash.  
 
News     05/10/07   6am   : 30 
 
A car company is getting ready to sell a car that doesn‟t run on gas, natural gas, or diesel. 
Honda will market its hydrogen fuel cell powered sedan next year in the United States. This is 
the prototype for the sedan. Honda says the car will go 270 miles without refueling, and you 
will eventually be able to do so at home. The company plans to sell a home station that 
changes natural gas to hydrogen, and provides power to run your house to boot. But as of 
now, only a few places sell hydrogen.   
 
News     05/11/07   11pm   : 30 
 
Residents in some Missouri communities are bracing for floodwaters that are expected to 
reach peak levels this weekend. Waters have reached near record flood levels in places and 
continue to rise in Northwest and Central Missouri. Residents have been removing valuables 
from their homes and filling sandbags to protect their towns. Inmates and National Guard 
members have been filling sandbags to try to protect a water treatment plant, schools and an 
ethanol plant. Officials say rivers breached or topped dozens of levees across the state, but 
no deaths or serious injuries have been reported. The flooding has forced the evacuation of 
hundreds of people statewide.  
 
News     05/11/07   11pm   : 30 
 
President Bush today declared a disaster designation for parts of Connecticut in the wake of 
last month‟s nor‟easter. That means there are federal funds available to help with cleanup 
and repairs. The April 15th storm dumped up to eight inches of rain and state officials say 
caused about 43 million dollars of damage. State officials say damage was done to 179 
businesses and more than 24 hundred homes statewide.  
 
News     05/12/07   6am   : 30 
 
We begin this morning with a cone zone alert in Holyoke where roads are blocked off after a 
water main break. Crews from Holyoke Water Works are on scene here at Oak and West 
Franklin Streets after a water main broke late last night. Right now West Franklin Street is 
closed while work is being done to fix it. Water was sent cascading down the street, flooding 
the residential neighborhood just after 11 Friday night. According to Holyoke police Lt. Donald 
Whelihan the pipe broke, but residents didn‟t immediately lose water, until this morning when 
crews from Holyoke Water Works came to fix the break. Service is currently disrupted leaving 
residents without running water. Eork is expected to be complete in mid morning.  
 
News     05/12/07   6pm   : 30 
 
It‟s already over $3 a gallon for gas in Connecticut and gasoline prices for regular unleaded 
are headed that way here in Massachusetts. 22News this afternoon taking a look at gas 



prices around Springfield‟s X on Sumner Avenue. Regular unleaded at stations in that area 
going for in the range of $2.92 to $2.94 a gallon. And with gas already over $3 a gallon in 
Connecticut, many more from that state are coming to the Springfield area to gas up. The 
average price for regular unleaded in the Springfield area is $2.93 for regular unleaded.  
 
News    05//14/07   6am   : 30 
 
The city of Chicopee has collected 25 hundred gallons of hazardous waste materials, 
probably keeping it out of the landfill and the waste water treatment plant. The waste was 
collected at the recent household hazardous waste drop off day at Department of Public 
Works headquarters. About 13 hundred gallons of paint, pool chemicals, antifreeze and other 
fluids were collected. The event is expected to cost about 15 thousand dollars. 
 
News     05/14/07   12pm   : 30 
 
The federal government is pitching in the dredging of Nashawannuck Pond in Easthampton is 
one step closer to reality. The city has secured one point three million dollars in federal 
funding, which represents more than half of the projects cost. The project‟s aim, to dredge 55 
thousand cubic yards of accumulated sediment in a third of the pond created in 1847. The 
accumulated sediment has given aquatic plants easier access to sunlight which uses up 
oxygen and chokes out other marine life. The project would likely begin next spring.  
 
News    05/14/07   12pm   : 30 
 
As global warming concerns continue to grow, Boston lawmakers are looking for ways to spur 
the use of green building technology. There are some building bills are pending on Beacon 
Hill to encourage the construction of energy efficient facilities. Proposals range from offering 
green building tax credits to creating a central information clearing house on sustainable 
building products.  
 
News     05/14/07   11pm   : 30 
 
For years, Connecticut residents have crossed the Baystate border to take advantage of 
cheaper gas prices on this side of the state line. But a bill in the Connecticut legislature might 
reverse that trend, at least for a while. Republican lawmakers want to suspend Connecticut‟s 
25 cent per gallon gas tax for the summer months. They say the state has an 848 million 
dollar surplus, enough to cover the 120 million dollars in revenue that would be lost this 
summer. How do the prices in the tow states compare? Triple A‟s latest survey says the 
average price of a gallon of unleaded in Connecticut is 3 dollars and 18 cents. With the 
proposed 25 cent reduction, the average price of gas in Connecticut would be 2.93. Here in 
Massachusetts the average is two cents more at 2.95. Maybe not quite enough to send 
drivers into Connecticut to buy their gasoline.  
 
News     05/14/07   11pm   : 30 
 



Also new on 22News at 11, President Bush is finally acting on a Supreme Court ruling in a 
case led by Massachusetts. Bush is ordering his administration to begin regulating vehicle 
emissions by the end of his term in office. Speaking from the White House rose garden, the 
president said the rules would cut gasoline consumption and greenhouse gas emissions from 
motor vehicles. The regulatory changes would not require action by congress.  
 
News     05/15/07   5pm   : 30 
 
There‟s good news on the horizon for drivers. If you‟re fed up with the pain at the pumps, 
there might be some relief on the way. The US Energy Information Administration told a 
senate committee today that gas prices may drop, once more refineries come back online 
and gasoline imports increase. In the meantime, drivers nationwide are paying an average of 
3 dollars and eight cents for a gallon regular unleaded gas, a price many say is way too high. 
Gas prices nationwide have gone up almost a quarter in the last month.  
 
News     05/16/07   5am   : 30 
 
Tent caterpillars are not a welcome sign of the season. But an insect invasion is taking over 
trees in Western Massachusetts. You‟ve seen ants but now Greenfield could have the rights 
to a non fiction flick called caterpillars. Hundreds of thousands or maybe even millions of tent 
caterpillars have taken over town again. You‟ve heard of book worms, but this is ridiculous, 
the majority of the creepy crawlers have moved into the library. Scientists say the forest tent 
caterpillars feast on the foliage but are letting nature take its course. Birds eat the insects. 
Next March the DPW will wrap many trees with tangle foot, hoping to catch the critters before 
this happens again. This past year, they took a toll on the Maple sugaring season, and 
stripped the spectacular color from trees in the fall.   
 
News    05/16/07   5pm    : 30 
 
President Bush has issued a disaster declaration for last month‟s nor‟easter. The move paves 
the way for federal aid to go to local areas struck by inland and coastal flooding as a result of 
the severe storms. Federal funding is expected to be made available to state and local 
governments and private nonprofit groups for emergency work and repair. All four Western 
Massachusetts County will benefit.  
 
News     05/17/07   5pm   : 30 
 
It‟s small but there‟s a chance of blackouts this summer in the electricity strapped Boston 
area. That from a report by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission. Parts of New 
England are actually expected to see a decreased demand for power, but Boston is one of 
the area‟s most susceptible to a power overload.  
 
News     05/17/07   6pm   : 30 
 
Connecticut‟s attorney general thinks that oil energy mergers are responsible for skyrocketing 
energy prices and he‟s urging the government to do something about it. There are many 



reasons why prices at the pumps have hit new records. The high demand for gasoline by 
American consumers and a tight oil supply are just some of the factors influencing things 
says John Rogers, Dean of the School of Business Administration College. And its OPEC the 
oil producing countries that control supply. He doesn‟t believe its oil company mergers 
pushing up the price. Rogers says that there are so many oil company mergers because the 
industry requires extensive capitol investment so there is a tendency in the industry for 
companies to consolidate to provide economies of scale.   
 
News    05/20/07   11pm   : 30 
 
Strong winds late this afternoon caused damage throughout the town of Ludlow and power 
outages as scattered thunderstorms moved thru the area. Sgt. Mark Mendes of the Ludlow 
Police Department says throughout the evening there‟s been more trees come down all over 
the town. The wind gusts brought down a tree on to a garage on Windsor Street. The owner 
of the home and a neighbor describe what happened. I was in the shower and I heard a very 
big bang and the lights flickered, the next thing I know I looked outside, I ran down stairs, 
soaking wet, I looked outside and there this happened. There were strong winds blowing a lot 
behind the tree. My niece was in the kitchen and looked out the window and said a tree fell 
across the street. I had to run over to see what happened it looked really bad. And Ludlow 
wasn‟t the only town hit, police in neighboring Belchertown say they had some trees down 
and a few power outages. And Sgt. Paul Madiera of the Ludlow Police Department tells 
22News that a portion of Center Street was closed for a time tonight when a tree came down 
across the road.  
 
News     05/20/07   11pm   : 30 
 
The news isn‟t good for what we pay at the pumps. The latest national Lundberg survey says 
the average price of self serve regular gasoline has hit a record high of three dollars, 18 cents 
per gallon. That‟s up more than eleven cents over the previous two weeks. The average in 
the greater Springfield area is 3.05 for regular unleaded. Nationwide, the lowest price for 
regular fuel was two, 87 in Charleston, South Carolina, and the highest was in Chicago at 
three, 59 a gallon.  
 
News     05/21/07   5pm   : 30 
 
The pain at the pump just keeps getting worse. Triple A says the average price of a gallon of 
regular unleaded is three dollars three cents a gallon. That‟s up eight cents from last week 
and more than 69 cents from the start of 2006. Prices in the Bay State range from a low of 
two dollars, 87 cents to three dollars and 21 cents. Nationwide, the average price is now a 
staggering three dollars and 18 cents a gallon, up eleven cents over the past two weeks.  
 
News     05/22/07   6am   : 30 
 
New Haven shoppers may soon lose the option of paper or plastic at the checkout counter. 
Citing environmental concerns, two New Haven Alderman want to ban plastic bags at grocery 
stores and pharmacies. Plastic bags can take one thousand years to decompose, where 



paper bags only take about a month. Some local shoppers oppose the ban. On the West 
Coast, San Francisco city leaders passed a bill to ban plastic bags back in March.  
 
News     05/22/07   12pm   : 30 
 
Hurricane season officially starts next week and forecasts are calling for a busy season. Two 
forecasts released ahead of the government‟s official predictions both call for a very active 
year. The University of Colorado‟s forecast call for 17 named storms and nine hurricanes this 
year while Accu-weather dot com is predicting 13 or 14 named storms. Later today the 
government‟s official prediction will be released.  
 
News     05/22/07   5pm   : 30 
 
Its one of the best prices for gas in the valley and people are driving to Northampton to get it. 
The Hess station on King Street is selling regular for 2 dollars and 88 cents a gallon. Cars are 
lined up at noon today in an effort to get it before it runs out. Drivers say they‟re happy to find 
this deal and are willing to go out of their way to save some money. A survey of other gas 
stations in the area has gas prices ranging from 2.99 to 3.05 a gallon.  
 
News    05/22/07   5pm   : 30 
 
Warmer weather forecasted for this week will give local farmers a chance to play catch up 
with their crops. Many local farmers have experienced delays planting their spring crops due 
to soggy fields. Winter weather arrived late this season but the cool wet weather stuck around 
longer than expected this spring. According to one farmer, that‟s causing a few delays in the 
planting schedule. McKinstry says native tomatoes are expected to be on schedule this year. 
But corn could be another story, it‟s usually planted by the first week in April but this year they 
didn‟t get started until April 19th.  
 
News    05/22/07   5pm   : 30 
 
The start of hurricane season is just over a week away. And government forecasters are 
calling for a busier than normal season. The National Weather Service expects 13 to 17 
tropical storms, with seven to ten of them becoming hurricanes. The forecast follows that of 
two other leading storm experts in anticipating a busy season. The last major hurricane to 
strike Massachusetts was Bob in 1991. 
 
News     05/23/07   6am   : 30 
 
High gas prices are costing consumers extra. The government accountability office says the 
spike in gas prices across the US has cost Americans 20 billion dollars. That works out to 
about 146 dollars per passenger car in the country. The average price of regular unleaded is 
up one dollar and five cents since February and the energy department says the higher costs 
are taking money from citizens for other goods and services. A federal trade commission 
official says people don‟t change their driving habits when prices rise making them vulnerable 
to increases.    



 
News    05/23/07   6pm   : 30 
 
It was a sight for sore eyes in West Springfield, where the price of gas was actually coming 
down. The Sunoco Station on Riverdale Street dropped its price by two cents, but gas prices 
remain at their highest level ever with an average price of 3.15 a gallon. And 22News working 
for you tonight with tips from Triple A on saving money by reducing fuel consumption. Triple A 
says consolidate trips and errands to cut down on driving time and miles traveled and slow 
down. For most vehicles, fuel economy drops off significantly when traveling more than 60 
miles per hour. Avoid quick starts and sudden stops that waste fuel. Lighten your vehicle by 
cleaning out the trunk, cargo areas and passenger compartments. A heavier vehicle uses 
more fuel.  
 
News     05/23/07   11pm   : 30 
 
In Connecticut, house republicans are fuming after they were turned away by majority 
democrats in their attempt to cut the state‟s gas tax this summer. Republicans want to 
suspend the state‟s 25 cent per gallon gas tax from Memorial Day to Labor Day. Democratic 
leaders took the proposal off the house floor. Republicans say the state‟s 846 million dollar 
budget surplus is more than large enough to cover the 120 million dollars in revenue that 
would be lost from suspending the tax. Governor Rell is supporting the plan.  
 
News     05/24/07   5am   : 30 
 
A new classroom in Holyoke has students getting their hands dirty while learning at the same 
time. Holyoke‟s Sullivan Elementary school‟s greenhouse has reopened. Through the help of 
a number of different community programs, the once dilapidated greenhouse has been 
replaced with a high tech building. There are already a number of different plant projects 
growing in the new greenhouse. Girl Scout Troop 36 also chipped in to help rebuild the green 
house.  
 
News    05/24/07   530pm  : 30 
 
Prices at the pumps continue to rise as we head into the summer travel season. Triple A says 
the national average for regular unleaded gas has topped three dollars, 22 cents a gallon. 
That is up some 37 cents from a month ago. The rise in gasoline prices comes just ahead of 
the Memorial Day weekend.  
 
News     05/24/07   6pm   : 30 
 
Trees posing a public safety hazard have been removed from the front entrance of Robinson 
State Park in Agawam. About 125 trees were removed over the past two days. The 
Department of Conservation and Recreation called the operation a limited tree removal. The 
concern was that the dead or weakened trees were leaning towards the road and could fall 
especially during a windstorm. 
 



News     05/25/07   5am   : 30 
 
Just in time for the Memorial Day weekend. The outdoor swimming season gets underway at 
5 Mile Pond in Springfield. 5 Mile Pond will be open for public swimming Saturday, Sunday 
and Monday from 11am until 6pm. And the pond will be open every weekend until July 2nd. 
On Monday, July 2nd, 5 Mile Pond will be open seven days a week from 11am until 6:30pm 
for the remainder of the summer.  
 
News    05/25/07   12pm   : 30 
 
The state is looking at various sites off the coast of Cape Cod to build a wind energy plant. 
Governor Patrick says Massachusetts is one of the best places for deep water wind turbines. 
He tells the Cape Cod Times the state should become a world leader in renewable energy 
technology. A private developer is already trying to build 130 turbines on Nantucket Sound.  
 
News     05/28/07   5pm   : 30 
 
Is ethanol fuel really worth the cheaper price? As gas prices keep climbing should you be 
looking at a flex fuel vehicle that can run on a blend of ethanol and gasoline? It‟s called E-85. 
A biofuel produced in the US from corn. Some consider it one of the most promising 
alternatives to petroleum. But will you actually save money? David Champion of Consumer 
Reports oversaw a flex fuel vehicle test last fall. They used a new Chevy Tahoe fueled with 
E-85. They tested it the same way they do all vehicles, using special meters on a pre-
determined track. Their findings? A whopping 27 percent reduction in fuel economy with E-
85. In other words, you get fewer miles on the same amount of fuel. The environmental 
protection agency‟s numbers almost mirror the consumer report findings. It shows an average 
26 percent drop for vehicles fueled with E-85. The National Ethanol Vehicle Coalition 
estimates the fuel economy loss at closer to 15 to 17 percent and says, this loss depends on 
many factors; aggressive driving habits can result in a 20% loss and low tire pressure can 
reduce mileage by 6%. General Motors, a major manufacturer of flex fuel vehicles, also 
weighed in and says producing E-85 flex fuel vehicles is part of GM‟s strategy to help reduce 
the use of petroleum and also reduce vehicle emissions. Even though it does burn cleaner 
and can be almost 60 cents a gallon cheaper than gasoline, Champion says it‟s just not a 
good deal for the consumer.  
 
News    05/28/07   6pm   : 30 
 
More than one thousand pounds of garbage is picked up from one of the world‟s most 
majestic sights. More than a dozen mountain climbers collected the trash from Mount 
Everest. Oxygen canisters and other debris have littered the landscape on the world‟s highest 
mountain. This is the fifth such clean up effort. Nearly 20 thousand pounds of garage has 
been picked up since 2000. Under new law, climbers and their guides are required to carry 
out all gear and trash or forfeit a four thousand dollar deposit. 
 
News    05/29/07   530pm  : 30 
 



Meteorologists in Connecticut have determined what happened to a barn that looked like it 
just exploded. A tiny tornado tore the metal rook from a horse barn at an equestrian center in 
Somers. Witnesses say a sudden burst of wind came up, sounding like an explosion when it 
hit the barn. There were 50 horses inside, and several riders waiting for lesions outside the 
facility when the co-called land spout hit. Amazingly all of the people and animals escaped 
injury.   
 
News     05/29/07   6pm   : 30 
 
For the 16th week in a row, Baystate drivers are paying more at the pump but still less than 
the national average. Triple A of Southern New England finds the average price of self serve 
regular unleaded is at three dollars, four cents a gallon. That‟s up a penny from last week. 
Drivers take heart, you‟re still paying 16 cents less than the national average of three dollars, 
20 cents a gallon.  
 
News     05/29/07   11pm   : 30 
 
A natural gas leak in Springfield closed the intersection of Oak and State Streets for several 
hours. Fire officials are now saying it is believed to have been a cracked valve underground 
that caused the breach. Local fire crews teamed up with Baystate Gas technicians tonight 
using special detectors to figure out where the leak was actually coming from. A pedestrian 
reporting a strong smell of natural gas in the area made the initial call to the Springfield Fire 
Department at around 7:40pm. Baystate Gas is expected to fix the problem overnight.  
 
News     05/29/07   11pm   : 30 
 
Oil prices plunged more than 2 dollars per barrel today in hopes the inauguration of a new 
president in Nigeria would contribute to a stable supply from the Niger Delta Region. The 
swearing in of the new president today marks the first successful transfer of power from one 
elected government to another in Nigeria. Another reason for the drop in price, a formal 
meeting over the weekend between US and Iran officials also soothed traders concerns 
about a potential conflict between the two. Light, sweet crude for July delivery dropped 2 
dollars and 35 cents to 62.85 a barrel.  
 
News    05/30/07   530pm  : 30 
 
Gas prices went up another penny per gallon this past week. Gas prices have been on the 
rise for the past 16 weeks here in the Baystate. A statewide survey by Triple A found an 
average price of three dollars, four cents per gallon for self serve regular. That‟s 16 cents 
below the national average of three dollars, 20 cents per gallon. And you can fill up below the 
state and nationwide averages right here in the Pioneer Valley by checking out our pump 
price patrol. If you fill up in Northampton at the King Street Pride, you‟ll only pay 2.91 a 
gallon. While the Hess on King Street in Northampton is selling it‟s regular for 2.91 as well. 
And 2.97 will get you a gallon at the Hess on Main Street in Westfield. Now if you know of a 
station with lower than average prices, log onto wwlp.com and report your findings to our 
pump price patrol.  



 
News     6/20/07   5pm   :30 
 
Before you head out to exercise, take a look at what you‟re wearing. In tonight‟s Consumer 
Watch, 22News reporter Rich Tettemer shows you how you can flex your environmental 
muscle when it comes to replacing your old gear. Hitting the exercise trail takes gear. Most 
bikers, walkers, and runners wear tennis shoes and a fleece. Athletic gear is big business. 
And what happens to the old stuff? Niketown in San Francisco just completed a shoe drive, 
collecting hundred of old shoes and piling them in the window. This pile will be ground up and 
reused, turning into athletic surfaces for tracks and basketball courts. The drive is over, but 
they‟ll still take your sneakers. They‟re also collecting used gear at Patagonia. “Now we 
recycle all of our long underwear, all organic cotton, and all of our fleeces in addition to 
competitors‟ fleece,” says Stein Skaar. It‟s called the Common Threads Recycling Program. 
Your old gear is turned into thread that ends up back on the rack. You can even find a fleece 
made from recycled plastic soda bottles. Green ideas shoppers say they‟re willing to support.  
 
News    6/20/07   5:30pm  :30 
 
You could leave your heart in San Francisco along with millions of dollars. Red Rock Island is 
up for sale, for a cool $10 million. The island is about eight miles north of San Francisco‟s 
Fisherman‟s Wharf. The six acre island is owned by a Bangkok-based gem dealer and 
attorney who bought it for just under $50,000 in 1964. 
 
News    6/20/07   6pm   :30 
 
Fierce flash flooding in the Catskill Mountains of New York. Four people are missing after the 
flooding tore through the town of Roscoe, New York. Yesterday evening, severe 
thunderstorms swept through the state, dumping six to eight inches of rain. Rescue crews, 
along with dogs are trying to find four people who are reported missing. The flooding washed 
out roads, destroyed vehicles, and left piles of debris in its wake.  
   
News    6/21/07   5am   :30 
 
A new facility in Chicopee will help keep the Connecticut River clean. City officials broke 
ground on the Combined Sewer Overflow Facility, which is to be built on Jones Ferry Road. It 
will be used as a subsidiary to treat sewage for the main plant in the city. The $14 million 
project is part of a three phase agreement the city has made with the Environmental 
Protection Agency to help cleanup the river. The city is also working on two other projects as 
part of the $35 million agreement paid for by taxpayers. But Mayor Michael Bissonnette says 
he is working with local politicians so the city may receive federal dollars for these 
improvements.  
 
News    6/21/07   5am   :30 
 
The northern Berkshire County town of Florida moves one step closer to having a wind farm. 
The State Department of Environmental Protection has ruled on challenges to the Hoosac 



Wind Farm proposal. Two citizens‟ groups had challenged the placement of a road to access 
20 turbines in the town. The DEP ruled the proposal met current department standards. This 
approval gives the company a key wetland permit needed to allow the project to proceed. 
Though, the DEP will have extensive monitoring of the gravel access road.  
  
News    6/21/07   12pm   :30 
 
A minor earthquake shook people on New Hampshire‟s seacoast during the night. The US 
Geological Survey reports that the quake was centered in North Hampton. It registered as a 
magnitude 1.0. No damage was reported, but people called the police in Portsmouth to report 
rumbling and shaking. Three weeks ago, several other minor quakes shook the same area.  
 
News    6/22/07   12pm    :30 
 
The state has closed the clam flats from the New Hampshire border to Manchester by the 
sea after tests detected the presence of Red Tide. The Division of Marine Fisheries has 
barred the harvesting bivalve shellfish and carnivorous snails until they are deemed safe for 
human consumption. It‟s the third year in a row that the shellfish beds in Ipswich have been 
closed due to the spread of Red Tide southward from New Hampshire. Cities and towns 
affected by the ban include Salisbury, Newbury, Newburyport, Rowley, Ipswich, Essex, 
Gloucester, and Rockport.  
  
News    6/22/07   12pm    :30  
 
Botanists, biologists, and nature lovers are roaming the woods of Robinson State Park in 
Agawam. The friends of Robinson State Park are hosting a “Bio Blitz.” In a “Bio Blitz,” 
scientists from all over the country come to document the different species of plants and 
animals in the park. Ray Webber, advisor to Friends of Robinson State Park, remarks, 
“There‟s a gentleman running around with a net, netting frogs and toads, and that kind of 
thing. And they do not take them. They identify them, and return them where they were if they 
pick them up at all. Plants, they just leave where they are…photograph.” This is the first “Bio 
Blitz” at Robinson State Park.  
 
News    6/22/07   5pm    :30 
 
New developments in the battle to limit harmful automobile emissions. The Environmental 
Protection Agency says it will rule by year‟s end on California‟s long-standing petition to 
implement greenhouse gas reductions on automobiles. The decision is being watches closely 
around the nation. At least 11 other states, Massachusetts being one of them, plan to 
implement similar emissions standards if California is granted the waiver.  It‟s an alternative 
to expensive gasoline guzzling vehicles. 22News is working for you with a sneak peak at the 
hydrogen powered crossover vehicle that could someday be in your dealer showroom. Sitting 
in front of a Ford dealership, this Edge doesn‟t appear much different from the others in the 
lot. Mujeeb Ljaz, Ford fuel cell engineer, says, “If we look under the hood, you‟ll see 
something quite unexpected. That‟s a lot of space.” No one stole the engine, this crossover is 
powered by the Hyseries Drive Edge. No gasoline needed. “The vehicle runs on two power 



sources plus a floor mounted hydrogen tank and battery pack, interior space remains the 
same as the model you can buy today. And things only get better. Ljaz adds, “if you plus into 
the outlet in your garage at night, you‟ll find the costs are $0.65 a gallon equivalent to what 
you‟re buying at say $3.50 now.” That saves cash, this saves the planet. The exhaust is pure 
water vapor. So it‟s refined, cheap to run, and pollution free. There must be a hitch. Ljaz 
says, “It‟s about $2million.” Gm, BMW, Honda, and Toyota are all testing hydrogen powered 
cars as well. But it‟s expected to be 7 to 10 years before the price becomes affordable.  
 

News    06/25/07   6am   :30 
 
Tornadoes swept through Manitoba, Canada for a second straight say on Saturday. This is 
amateur video shot near Pipestone in southern Manitoba. The twisters reportedly damaged 
barns, garages and farm equipment, but there were no injuries. These tornadoes hit 
Manitoba just one day after three tornadoes hit near the town of Elie, Manitoba. Several 
homes were destroyed, but no one was hurt because of Friday‟s storms. Meteorologists said 
ground moisture combined with a strong jet stream provided the right conditions for the 
twisters.  
 
News    06/25/07   12pm   :30 
 
At least 165 homes and structures have been destroyed as a fast-moving wildfire continue to 
burn in Lake Tahoe, California. In a matter of a few hours, the fires have grown considerably. 
From 9:30 at night to midnight, the fire grew from about 750 acres to 2,000 acres. Fire 
officials say as many as a thousand people have been evacuated from the area.  
 
News    06/26/07   5am   :30 
 
Expect heat, humidity, and haze today. The Environmental Protection Agency warns that 
smog levels will be high in Western Massachusetts and other parts of New England. 22News 
reporter Veronica Cintron explains how this will affect you.  There‟s bad air ahead. The EPA 
warns that smog will reach unhealthy levels in our region over the next couple of days. The 
pollutant of concern is ground level ozone. And in high concentrations, it can have a serious 
impact on your health. It can irritate the respiratory system, reducing lung function and 
aggravating asthma. Keshauna Tillman explains, “Adults with breathing problems and 
children are especially at risk when smog levels are high so they‟re encouraged to stay 
indoors as much as possible. You always want to stay in the house with the air conditioner 
with the air quality like this.”  Also, minimize your exposure to the outdoors if you start 
coughing, experience fast or shallow breathing, or discomfort in the chest.  
 
News    06/27/07   5am    :30 
 
Massachusetts is getting million of dollars from the Federal government to develop a 
technology center to study wind turbines. The Department of Energy-Sponsored labs would 
perform tests on wind blades that are nearly as long as a football field. The goal is to attract 
manufacturers and create jobs. Wind energy is the fastest growing source of electricity in the 
nation. The facility should be operating by 2009. Governor Patrick says the Boston lab will 



test the types of blades to be used by Cape Wind Associates, the company looking to build a 
wind farm off Cape Cod.  
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News    04/01/07   7am   : 30 
 
And when you‟re out there enjoying that warm sunshine, men might want to take some extra 
precautions. A new study indicates that it‟s not necessarily sun exposure, but rather gender 
differences that could explain why men are three times more likely to develop certain types of 
skin cancer than women. Researchers at Ohio State University believe females have a higher 
level of antioxidants in their skin so they‟re able to fight off tumors better. The study only 
looked at non-melanoma skin cancers.  
 
News     04/02/07   6am   : 30 
 
An existing vaccine is shown to reduce the rate of ear infections in young children. The 
pneumococcal conjugate vaccine was licensed by the FDA in 2000 to protect children from 
meningitis and other bacterial infections. It is given in four doses to babies from the age of 
two months to about a year. A team of researchers followed children in Tennessee and New 
York and found that as the vaccine coverage increased, the rate of ear infections in these 
children dropped between 16 and 25 percent.  
 
News     04/02/07   6am   : 30 
 
World health organization officials are holding their first ever drill to simulate a human bird flu 
pandemic and efforts to contain it. Exercise director Paul Cox says things have gone well 
early in the two day exercise, but the simulation will get more complicated. Cox says an 
assessment will be made at the end. As the exercise begins, the scenario has officials 
conferring and trying to move the influenza drug Tamiflu and protective equipment to where 
it‟s needed. Other teams are investigating the mock outbreak in Cambodia.  
 
News     04/02/07   5pm   : 30 
 
Another reason why gaining too much weight during pregnancy may affect your child‟s 
health. A new report out of Harvard Medical School indicates that the standard advice for how 
much weight a woman should gain during pregnancy might be too much. The study‟s author 
says that women who gained the recommended amount of weight ran four times the risk of 
having a child who was overweight by the age of three.  
 
News     04/02/07   6pm   : 30 
 
Many Americans are signing up for health savings accounts, all to pay for their medical care. 
President Bush says such accounts allow Americans to put money away, tax free to cover 



health expenses that insurance won‟t cover. According to America‟s Health Insurance Plans, 
some 3 point 2 insurance plans million Americans had health savings accounts in January 
2006, that number increased to 4 point 5 million in January 2007.  
 
News     04/03/07   5am   : 30 
 
With Elizabeth Edwards recent news about her recurrence of breast cancer, women across 
the country are thinking about their own risk. After an extensive review of studies, the 
American College of Physicians has come out with a new set of mammography guidelines for 
women in their 40‟s. The group recommends patients and doctors make the decision to get a 
mammogram on a case by case basis, depending on the woman‟s family history and other 
risk factors. It also encourages doctors to discuss the potential harms of mammography, 
including pain, exposure to radiation and false positives.  
 
News     04/03/07   5am   : 30 
 
People who have suffered a mild head injury are more likely to have problems getting a good 
night sleep, according to new research. The study found 40 to 65 percent of patients with a 
mild brain injury complain of insomnia. That lack of sleep can magnify other symptoms of the 
injury, like headaches, emotional problems and cognitive skills. Researchers say a head 
injury can disrupt a person‟s ability to move to different stages of the sleep cycle, which 
cannot be cured with a sleeping pill.  
 
News     04/03/07   5am   : 30 
 
Using methamphetamine and cocaine can lead to potentially deadly strokes, especially 
among young adults, according to new research. After examining more than 8 thousand 
stroke patients aged 18 through 44, researchers at the University of Texas Southwestern 
Medical Center have linked cocaine and amphetamine abuse with strokes. Researchers say 
about 14 percent of ischemic strokes are caused by heavy drug use, especially meth, 
ischemic strokes are caused when arteries leading to the brain are suddenly blocked. The 
percentage is about the same for hemorrhagic strokes, which results from bleeding into brain 
tissue after a blood vessel bursts.  
 
News    04/04/07   5am   : 30 
 
The deadline is fast approaching for all Massachusetts residents to have health insurance 
coverage. Getting health coverage these days isn‟t always easy or cheap. The health 
insurance wants so much, between the deductions you have to pay and everything. If you 
think that‟s bad, imagine not having any health coverage at all. It would be devastating 
because I wouldn‟t be able to afford it and I don‟t want my son to get sick and die. To be 
eligible for the state‟s new health insurance program, you must be uninsured. Your annual 
income before taxes must be at or below 29 thousand 412 dollars for just one person. 39 
thousand 600 dollars for a family of 2. 49 thousand 800 dollars for a family of 3 and 60 
thousand and 12 dollars for a family of 4. You must also be US citizen and be 19 years old or 



older. Plans in Western Massachusetts will cost about 154 dollars per month. Deductibles 
can be anywhere from zero to 2 thousand dollars. 
 
News     04/04/07   6am   : 30 
 
Blood shortages could be a thing of the past if a new discovery proves to be safe and 
effective. Most people have one of 4 blood types, A, B. A/B or O. Only type O blood is 
universal and can be given to anyone without serious health consequences. Experts say it‟s 
what emergency room doctors use most when there isn‟t enough time to figure out a person‟s 
blood type. But now, scientists say they‟ve found a way to alter types A and B donated blood 
into type O. This has only been done in a lab setting so far, clinical trials must still be done to 
make sure this would work in people.  
 
News     04/04/07   6am   : 30 
 
A new study has linked hot flashes in women with high blood pressure. The study included 
not only menopausal women but adult women from ages 18 to 65. Overall, those who 
experienced hot flashes had significantly higher systolic blood pressure. Hot flashes are 
typically feelings of intense heat with sweating and a rapid heartbeat. They can last from 2 to 
30 minutes on average.  
 
News     04/04/07   6am   : 30 
 
Playing in the dirt could actually be beneficial to your mental health? That‟s according to new 
research from the UK. Lab mice that were treated with a friendly bacteria normally found in 
soil changed their behavior as if they‟d been exposed to anti-depressants. Researchers say 
the bacteria activated a group of neurons in the brain that produces serotonin. Lack of 
serotonin is thought to cause depression in some people.   
 
News     04/05/07   6am   : 30 
 
The thing that makes smoking so addictive could also enhance learning and memory. 
Scientists are studying nicotine in hopes of creating new drugs to treat Alzheimer‟s, 
Parkinson‟s disease and Attention Deficit Hyperactivity disorder. A study using lab mice in the 
Netherlands shows how nicotine adjusts the wring of neurons in the brain to enhance 
memory. Experts stress this does not mean cigarette smoking should be used as a way to 
boost memory and learning in people.  
 
News     04/05/07   6am   : 30 
 
Even though chicken fingers and macaroni and cheese are staples in the diet of the typical 
American child, new research from Greece suggests the s0 called Mediterranean diet could 
help ward off respiratory allergies and asthma in kids. The Mediterranean diet usually 
includes fish, fresh fruit and vegetables, nuts and olive oil. Nuts, oranges, apples and 
tomatoes in particular were found to have a protective effect against wheezing and allergies.  
 



News     04/05/07   6am   : 30 
 
When the dinner bell rings, the TV should go off, according to researchers from the New York 
State Department of Health. Their study of more than 13 hundred parents shows that when 
families eat together, they typically eat better, with more fruits and vegetables on the table. 
But when the TV is on during dinner, families are less likely to serve fruit and veggies.   
 
News     04/05/07   5pm   : 30 
 
Eating ice cream may help a woman get pregnant and the higher the fat content the better. A 
diet rich in ice cream and other high fat diary foods may help a woman conceive. Well that‟s 
the findings of a new study. Researchers say women who ate at least one serving of high fat 
dairy food a day reduced their risk of infertility by more than 25 percent, if the infertility was 
due to a lack of ovulation. The researchers think the reason is a fat soluble substance that 
improves ovarian function but they aren‟t sure. Registered dietician Linda Antinoro is 
skeptical of the study. Researchers got their data from questionnaires of about 19 thousand 
women who are part of the nurse‟s health study. And Antinoro says women need to 
remember that ice cream is also high in calories.  
 
News     04/06/07   6am   : 30 
 
Since its introduction in the year 2000, the pneumococcal vaccine has cut the rate of 
pneumonia related hospitalizations in young children by nearly 40 percent according to a new 
report from Vanderbilt University and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. The 
vaccine was licensed by the FDA in 2000 to protect children from certain bacterial infections. 
By 2004, there were 41 thousand fewer hospital admissions for pneumonia in children under 
two than before the vaccine. The report also shows a reduction in such hospitalizations 
among adults aged 18 to 39. Researchers say it‟s likely many of these are the parents of 
young children who benefited from the reduced exposure.  
 
News     04/06/07   6am   : 30 
 
Fewer American women are dying of breast cancer. A new report shows breast cancer death 
rates among women in the US declined 24 percent from 1990 to 2003. The biggest reduction 
was among women under age 70 with estrogen sensitive breast cancer. Researchers 
attribute the drop to the development of drugs that treat estrogen sensitive breast cancer, and 
widespread use of mammography.  
 
News     04/06/07   12pm   : 30 
 
A hugh study is underway to see if mega doses of vitamin and supplements can help millions 
of people at risk of going blind. Royal Collette of Annandale, Virginia gets his eyes checked 
regularly at NIH‟s National Eye Institute. He was sent there several years ago after a doctor 
identified a problem. Age related macular degeneration affects a person‟s central vision and 
over time, the vision may become blurry to the point where faces are no longer recognizable. 
Dr. Emily Chew of the National Eye Institute is heading up a study to see if mega doses of 



vitamins, minerals and fish oil can slow the progression of the disease. This study builds on a 
previous research project called areds one. It showed a combination of vitamins C and E, 
beta carotene, zinc and copper could slow the progression of AMD. Despite begin diagnoses 
with AMD years ago, Royal Collette can still see pretty well. He‟s signed up for the new study 
with hopes that it will make a difference.  
 
News     04/06/07   5pm   : 30 
 
On the health watch tonight, the American Society of Plastic Surgeons is warning teens they 
should not get liposuction or a tummy tuck to battle obesity. Experts caution there is not 
enough data supporting the use of liposuction to battle obesity. Studies with adults have 
shown liposuction does not provide the same benefits as diet and exercise. Only two percent 
of all the plastic surgery procedures done in the US are performed on teens with the most 
common being nose reshaping.  
 
News     04/06/07   5pm   : 30 
 
An apple a day may keep the doctor away when it comes to children and asthma. A 
European study found children of mothers who ate apples during their pregnancies were 
much less likely to develop asthma by the age of five. Researchers followed almost 2 
thousand expectant mothers and their diets during pregnancy as well as their children. There 
has been no other association of healthy foods and asthma in the over 12 hundred children 
studied.  
 
News     04/06/07   5pm   : 30 
 
Fewer American women are dying of breast cancer. A new report shows breast cancer death 
rates for women in the US are down 24 percent from 1990 to 2003. Among the biggest 
reduction was women under age 70 with estrogen sensitive breast cancer. Researchers 
believe the drop is because of the development of drugs that treat breast cancer as well as 
the growing widespread use of mammography.  
 
News     04/06/07   5pm   : 30 
 
Is there really such a thing as “worrying to death”? A new study from Purdue University says 
yes. Researchers tracked more than 16 hundred men for 12 years. Those who were 
worrisome and became more so over the 12 year span were more likely to die earlier. The 
cause of death typically being cancer and heart disease. But, there is some good news, men 
who relaxed over time were no worse off than men who weren‟t worrisome.  
 
News     04/07/07   6am   : 30 
 
Doctors have long known that Hispanic women tend to be diagnosed with breast cancer at 
more advanced stages and younger ages, than women of other races. Now, researchers 
believe these women are more at risk because of their ethnicity, rather than their access to 
proper healthcare. A new study compared Hispanic and non-Hispanic women diagnosed with 



breast cancer who were all given equal access to healthcare, such as mammography and 
annual doctor visits. Even with equal medical care, the Hispanic women were diagnosed an 
average of five years younger than non-Hispanic women and were almost three times as 
likely to have stage four cancer at the time of diagnosis. The researchers say their findings 
may suggest there are biological differences in breast cancer dependent on ethnicity.  
 
News     04/07/07   6am   : 30 
 
A new report finds 33 percent of women diagnosed with ovarian cancer fail to get the 
recommended surgical treatment for the disease, with African American, Hispanic and older 
women the most at risk. The study looked at hospital data from nine states and found a third 
of women were treated at hospitals that performed fewer than 10 ovarian cancer surgeries a 
year. Experts say for these patients to have the best chance at survival, they should be 
treated by gynecological oncologists who have surgical experience and can offer the optimal 
course of treatment.  
 
News     04/07/07   6am   : 30 
 
We‟ve heard the stories of many women who have overcome breast cancer and say they 
now lead normal lives, but a new study suggests older women don‟t necessarily agree. 
Researchers at the University of Georgia found breast cancer survivors over the age of 70 
consistently rate their life satisfaction lower than women who never had the disease. 
Scientists surveyed seniors who had been cancer free for over five years. Survivors reported 
more physical problems, pain, vitality and emotional problems than other women their age.    
 
News     04/09/07   530pm  : 30 
 
Some good news for chocolate lovers. Eating dark chocolate may help your heart. 
Researchers analyzed data from 10 studies that looked at the benefits of tea and cocoa. 
They found eating foods rich in cocoa, like dark chocolate, resulted in lower blood pressure 
levels enough to match levels reached with medication. Experts say compounds called 
polyphenolis, which are prevalent in cocoa, may behind the reduced risk.  
 
News     04/09/07   530pm  : 30 
 
Patients with type two diabetes may be at an increased risk for a condition many experts 
consider the stepping stone to Alzheimer‟s disease. Researchers collected data from over 
900 adults who did not have dementia at the beginning of the study, and followed them for 
several years. They found participants who had type two diabetes had a nearly nine percent 
higher risk for developing what‟s called mild cognitive impairment. That‟s when patients have 
trouble thinking and learning. The risk was higher if they were Hispanic and African 
American.  
 
News     04/09/07   530pm  : 30 
 



Scientists say fat in our stomachs might reduce the effects of anti-oxidants like vitamin C 
which could help protect against cancer and other diseases. The rate of stomach cancer has 
risen over the past 20 years and researchers from the UK say the fatty foods we eat are 
partly to blame. While taking vitamin C and eating foods rich in anti-oxidants can help protect 
against such cancers, these scientists say a compound in our saliva, which travels to the 
stomach, overrides this protection when we eat fatty foods.  
 
News     04/10/07   6am   : 30 
 
Scientists are learning more about behaviors that could be associated with avoiding the 
development of Parkinson‟s disease. In families affected by Parkinson‟s, people who smoked 
and drank a lot of caffeinated beverages, such as coffee, were much less likely to develop 
the disease. Duke University researchers studied more than 350 Parkinson‟s disease 
patients and their family members. researchers aren‟t yet sure why smoking and caffeine 
have this inverse relationship with Parkinson‟s, they say it may be because people who are 
genetically at risk for Parkinson‟s are simply the type of people who are less interested in 
cigarettes and caffeine.  
 
News     04/10/07   6am   : 30 
 
It appears Americans are either smoking less or not being exposed to as much second hand 
smoke as they used to. From 1999 to 2003, lung cancer rates declined by 14 percent in men 
and 8 percent among women. This is great news, after lung cancer rates spiked between 
1973 and 1988. Researchers point to a decrease in air pollution and cigarette exposure as 
possible causes.  
 
News     04/10/07   12pm   : 30 
 
And could we be close to seeing a memory pill? Could be, scientists in Montreal say they are 
close to developing the world‟s first memory pill after identifying a gene mutation that affects 
the memory of mice. Scientists say that when they suppressed the activity of the gene, the 
mice performed better. But when the gene‟s activity was increased, the performance of the 
mice‟s memory was worse. The scientists hope to find molecules that target and inhibit the 
gene, which is thought to exist in humans and could lead to a medical break through.  
 
News     04/10/07   5pm   : 30 
 
There‟s a new way to save someone from choking. The Pioneer Valley Red Cross had made 
a change in the way they administer the Heimlich maneuver, now there‟s an extra step. One 
health and safety instructor outlines the differences between the old and the new method. 
The change was promoted by the new research that says back blows are just as effective in 
moving an object as the abdominal trust.  
 
News     04/10/07   5pm   : 30 
 



If you think you‟re overweight, you‟re not alone. The proportion of Americans who are at least 
100 pounds overweight increased by 50 percent in just five years. That‟s according to a new 
study from the non-profit rand corporation and that‟s twice as fast as the growth seen in 
moderate obesity. Researchers used body mass index, a measure that takes into account 
both weight and height for this study.  
 
News     04/10/07   530pm  : 30 
 
Lawmakers took up the debate over stem cell research again on Capital Hill today. 
Supporters favor using human embryos for research that may one day cure chronic diseases. 
The senate bill would roll back the government‟s five year old ban. And allow taxpayers 
funded research using stem cells from human embryos. The bill would allow scientists to use 
frozen embryos left over from in vitro fertilization. Even some anti-abortion lawmakers support 
it. An alternative bill claims to avoid the ethical dilemma, by limiting research to embryos that 
died naturally. Opponents argue non-controversial adult stem cells work just as well. A study 
released today finds type 1 diabetes patients using adult stem cells, lived without insulin for 
up to three years. But Caitlyn Mcenery who‟s lived with juvenile diabetes for 19 years hopes 
embryonic stem cells will one day lead to a cure. The senate expects to vote on the issue this 
week. The bill has enough votes to pass in the senate and is just four votes shy of overriding 
the veto promised from President Bush. But it will be tough in the house, where even if the bill 
passes, it may not survive a veto.  
 
News     04/10/07   530pm  : 30 
 
Scientists are reporting that just one donated cornea could help improve sight for three 
transplant patients. Doctors in New Delhi say corneal tissue has been split three ways among 
recipients with two patients getting tissue and a third patient receiving stem cells from the 
donated cornea. Researchers say this could reduce the backlog in countries where corneal 
transplants are needed the most.  
 
News     04/10/07   11pm   : 30 
 
Dentists are making oral hygiene available by coming to a neighborhood near you. Volunteer 
dentists and staff are traveling with the van to provide dental care to kids in need across the 
commonwealth. In Westfield, this van is equipped with all the bells and whistles of a dentist‟s 
office. Doctor Sullivan says so far 300 children have received free oral health care. The van 
scheduled to be at the Springfield Boys and Girls Club on Carew Street from three thirty to 
8pm from Wednesday to Friday.  
 
News     04/11/07   6am   : 30 
 
People who suffer from restless legs syndrome could be at an increased risk for heart 
disease, according to a new study from Canada. Restless legs syndrome or RLS is a 
neurological disorder in which people have strong urges to move their legs, especially at 
night when the body is at rest. The new study included 10 patients whose RLS was not being 
treated with medication. Blood pressure levels rose significantly during these periods of 



uncontrolled leg movements, especially among the elderly and people with a long history of 
the syndrome.  
 
News     04/11/07   6am   : 30 
 
Kids and teens who plan on spending the summer at the pool, you may face an increased 
risk for respiratory problems. Dutch scientists say chlorine can react with body sweat and 
irritate the respiratory tract especially in indoor swimming pools. The research included air 
samples at indoor pools and surveys of swimming instructors and other pool employees. 
Those with the most chlorine exposure were more likely to suffer from chronic colds and 
sinus problems.  
 
News     04/11/07   6am   : 30 
 
Most of us know by now to stay away from trans fats but there are other bad fats lurking out 
there and then there are healthy fats. The American Heart Association is hoping a new web 
based tool called “my fats translator” will alleviate some of the confusion between the two. 
After plugging in some information about yourself, the site can offer customized advice on 
how much and which kinds of fat each person needs. It also lists healthier alternatives to fatty 
foods.  
 
News     04/11/07   5pm   : 30 
 
More than j100 people got screened for oral, head and neck cancer at Baystate Medical 
Center today. This is part of an effort to raise awareness about this disease. This type of 
cancer affects more than 45 thousand people each year and by the way, smoking and 
drinking are important risk factors. Doctors say to prevent it, it‟s essential to get screened 
early. The free oral cancer screening at Baystate takes place once a year. Oral, neck and 
head cancer awareness week begins next Monday, April 16th. 
 
News     04/11/07   530pm  : 30 
 
Results of a new study may change the way doctors treat bipolar disease. The condition 
causes extreme mood swings and is the 6th leading cause of disability worldwide. As we hear 
from Leanne Gregg tonight, the study found anti-depressants may do nothing to help some 
patients. Retired family physician Dr. Jane Mountain is among close to 6 million Americans 
who suffer from bipolar disorder. A condition that causes alternating periods of depression 
and mania. Dr. Mountain says, bipolar disorder is a disorder that can disable a person and it‟s 
a disorder that can kill a person. I was very suicidal for a number of years. I thought about it 
every day. Since then, Dr. Mountain‟s written a book of recovery. Her treatment has included 
mood stabilizers. At times she added anti-depressants to her medication and felt they helped. 
But a new study published in the New England Journal of Medicine found anti- depressants 
may be of little or no help for treating bipolar depression, a key finding since doctors often 
prescribe the combination of a mood stabilizer with anti-depressants to treat the condition. It 
was part of the largest federally funded research program ever conducted for bipolar 
disorder. The study‟s co-author said more research is needed and this doesn‟t mean patients 



should throw out their anti-depressants. But it‟s stepping stone to better understanding 
treatment for ways to control and live with the disorder.  
 
News     04/11/07   530pm  : 30 
 
A new survey of doctors suggests that spirituality impacts a person‟s health. But it‟s not just 
the spirituality of a patient that could influence care, the survey shows that a doctor‟s religion 
can also play a role. Researchers found patients are likely to get different opinions on 
healthcare based on a physician‟s religious beliefs.  
 
News     04/12/07   6am   : 30 
 
Those with allergies are seeing more severe symptoms this spring because of the warmer 
winter we had. The problem is that the milder temperatures now means there is more tree 
pollen that is aggravating people‟s symptoms says Springfield allergist Dr. Robert McGovern. 
22News working for you with what you can do to combat those symptoms. You can take 
some over the counter anti-histamine, they have some non-sedating now which you can use. 
You can use topical corticoid steroid nose sprays. They have some good allergy eye drops. 
And if possible McGovern says stay inside before ten am when pollen levels are highest.  
 
News     04/12/07   12pm   : 30 
 
Although older people with type 2 diabetes generally have a higher bone mineral density than 
the average person, a new study finds these patients are at an increased risk for a broken 
hip. The research includes data on nearly 600 thousand Canadian residents. The reason for 
the higher fracture risk is unclear. Nerve damage or even vision problems associated with 
diabetes could be factors.  
 
News     04/12/07   5pm   : 30 
 
A promising experiment may hold hope for those with Type One diabetes. In Brazil, 13 young 
diabetics who received a stem cell transplant from their own blood have been able to live 
without insulin. Needles and insulin are a way of life for Type One diabetics. One diabetes 
educator at Holyoke Medical Center says that the Brazilian experiment shows great promise 
in freeing people from insulin shots. Researchers say that more rigorous study is needed to 
determine whether stem cell transplants could become standard treatment for those with 
Type One diabetes.  
 
News     04/12/07   5pm   : 30  
 
Serve up another helping of fruit salad but go light on the beef. The latest study looking at the 
link between diet and colorectal cancer, adds to evidence suggesting the best prevention 
menu is found in the produce aisle. In produce aisles across the country, there are signs of 
change. Summer fruit are just on the horizon, we‟re looking to see blueberries, strawberries, 
peaches, nectarines. Sweet treats from nature. New research out of the University of North 
Carolina suggests may be associated with a lower risk of colorectal cancer. The diet survey 



of more than 600 healthy people undergoing colonoscopy found a high vegetable, moderate 
meat diet also doubled the polyp risk, which surprised researcher Dr. Greg Austin. So it could 
be that the increased meat consumption counteracted any protective effect that veggie 
consumption may have and on their risk for having a colorectal adenoma. And not a green 
light to boot the produce, says Austin, who notes that more research is needed to clarify the 
diet colon link for now. One I think eating more fruits is good, reducing the amount of meat we 
eat is good and I wouldn‟t stop eating veggies based on this study. You don‟t have to 
convince produce manager, Steven Carter, who has his eye on the zucchinis. 
 
News    04/12/07   6pm   : 30 
 
What if an epidemic of bird flu or other illness struck western Massachusetts? As 22News 
reporter Dan Elias tells us those responsible for dealing with a disease outbreak are making 
sure they‟re prepared. As many as six hundred people were involved in this single drill 
underway at the Mullins Center at Umass Amherst. They say it‟s the largest and first of its 
kind in the area, today simulating a large scale outbreak of meningitis. 16 area hospitals and 
the state department of public health were involved, along with nurses and nursing students 
and community volunteers. The organizers say things went smoothly but they learn a lot from 
drills like this, things to put into practice for the next drill or when there‟s an actual public 
health emergency.  
 
News     04/13/07   5am   : 30 
 
Scientists in England say they have discovered a genetic link to obesity that might explain 
why some people are more prone to this dangerous condition. The researchers found a 
strong link between a variation of the gene and an increase on body mass index. They found 
people with one copy of this gene are 30 percent more likely to be obese than those without 
the gene. But people with two copies of the gene have a 70 percent increased risk of 
becoming obese and are an average six point six pounds heavier than someone without the 
gene.  
 
News     04/13/07   6am   : 30 
 
A combination of acupuncture and massage could help ease the pain and depression that 
many cancer patients feel after going through surgery. That‟s the result of a clinical trial at the 
University of California, San Francisco, where cancer patients either had their usual post 
operative care for three days after surgery or usual care plus the alternative therapies. 
Strongest improvements in pain were noted in patients who had undergone surgery for either 
prostate and testicular cancer or gastro intestinal cancer.  
 
News     04/13/07   12pm   : 30 
 
University of Minnesota researchers have this message for young adults, exercise now to 
help avoid high blood pressure as you age. After analyzing data on nearly 4 thousand men 
and women over 15 years, researchers say young adults who exercised an average of 5 



times a week, getting rid of 300 calories per session, had a 17 percent reduction in the risk 
for developing hypertension.  
 
News     04/14/07   6am   : 30 
 
Results of a new study may change the way doctors treat bipolar disorder, the 6th leading 
cause of disability worldwide. The study conducted by researchers at the University of 
Colorado found anti-depressants may do nothing to help some bipolar depression patients. 
Leanne Gregg has the story from Denver. Retired family physician Dr. Jane Mountain is 
among close to 6 million Americans who suffer from bipolar disorder, a condition that causes 
alternating periods of depression and mania. Since then, Mountain‟s written a book on 
recovery. Her treatment has included mood stabilizers; at times she added anti depressants 
to her medication and felt they helped. But a new study published in the New England 
Journal of Medicine found anti depressants may be of little or no help for treating bipolar 
depression, a key finding since doctors often prescribe the combination of a mood stabilizer 
with anti depressants to treat the condition. It was part of the largest federally funded 
research program ever conducted for bipolar disorder. The study‟s co author said more 
research is needed and this doesn‟t mean patients should throw out their anti-depressants. 
But it‟s stepping stone to better understanding treatment for millions of people like Dr. Jane 
Mountain who have spent years searching for ways to control and live with the disorder.  
 
News     04/16/07   6am   : 30 
 
What you eat and drink could make a big difference in whether you‟ll develop certain 
diseases or not. Previous research has indicated that soy products as well as cruciferous 
vegetables like broccoli and cabbage, appear to offer some protection against ovarian and 
breast cancers. Now researchers at UCLA think they know why. When the body digests 
these types of veggies, it produces a compound that interacts with soy isoflavones. Experts 
say this interaction makes it difficult for certain proteins to be produced, proteins that are 
necessary for breast and ovarian cancers to spread. While researchers have seen evidence 
of this in cells in a laboratory, they say their findings need to be tested in animals next.  
 
News     04/16/07   6am   : 30 
 
Pancreatic cancer is one of the deadliest types of cancer and sometimes can‟t be treated with 
surgery. But new research shows there may be a way to lessen your risk of developing the 
disease, a diet high in certain types of flavanols. These are generally found in foods like 
onions, apples, berries, kale and broccoli. The effect was found to be particularly strong 
among smokers.  
 
News     04/16/07   6am   : 30 
 
Drinking too much alcohol before bed might increase a man‟s risk of developing a sleep 
related breathing disorder, according to a new study. University if Wisconsin researchers 
studied a large group of men and women, their drinking patterns and whether they suffered 
from any sleep related breathing disorders such as snoring or sleep apnea. They found a 



man‟s risk for such sleep problems increased by 25 percent for each drink he consumed a 
day.  
 
News     04/16/07   530pm  : 30 
 
New research indicates a possible reason why eating vegetables can benefit your health. 
Researchers say that eating cruciferous vegetables, such as broccoli and cabbage, appear to 
offer protection against ovarian and breast cancers because of the way the body digests 
these foods. UCLS researchers say the body produces a compound when digesting these 
veggies that interacts with soy isoflaones. This interaction makes it difficult for certain 
proteins to be produced, proteins that are necessary for breast and ovarian cancers to 
spread.   
 
News     04/16/07   530pm  : 30 
 
A vaccine made from a patient‟s own tumor cells may help them battle brain cancer. 
Preliminary studies out of the University of California San Francisco have found when a brain 
cancer vaccine is developed particularly for a specific patient, the patient appears to prolong 
survival and have an increase in relapse time for patients who have a brain tumor. Patients in 
the study were given a vaccine made from their own tumor cells. The vaccine reprogrammed 
the patient‟s immune system to attack the tumor.  
 
News    ` 04/17/07   5am   : 30 
 
Previous research has suggested only women under 25 see a breast cancer benefit from 
breastfeeding. But now a new study shows the benefit extends to all women who breastfeed 
regardless of their age. This comes after researchers studied nearly 1000 breast cancer 
patients and compared them to 15 hundred healthy control subjects. They also found a slight 
increased risk for the disease associated with never breastfeeding.  
 
News     04/17/07   5am   : 30 
 
A new study shows the number of overweight and obese girls has gone up dramatically in the 
past 20 years. In 2002 nearly 30 percent of ten year old girls had a high BMI, which is a 
measure of body fat. Compared to 14 percent in 1982. Six percent of four year old girls had a 
high BMI in 2002, while less than one percent were considered overweight in 1982.  
 
News     04/17/07   12pm   : 30 
 
When children get cancer they face more than months in the hospital and painful treatments. 
They often feel isolated and fall behind in school. Marianne Favro shows us how one school 
is using technology to help sick students remain in class. Chris Laud is one confident fifth 
grader, even though he missed an entire year of school. During fourth grade cancer kept him 
out of school, but not out of class. Using this home school connection via i-chat, Chris was 
able to log on to see his familiar teachers. He even participates in class and amazingly his 
teacher could see him too. Logging on from home added up to much more than mastering 



math problems. Chris was able to remain close with his classmates. He even used his 
computer to watch them play ball at recess. Chris is now in remission and has returned to 
school. He‟ll present his project at the school‟s Cyber Fair. No surprise what he‟s showing off.  
 
News     04/17/07   12pm   : 30 
 
The brain of Alzheimer‟s patients may have started changing years before symptoms of the 
disease were apparent. Researchers followed 136 people over the age of 65 for five years, 
all of whom had normal brain function at the start of the study. 23 subjects developed mild 
cognitive impairment, nine went on to develop Alzheimer‟s disease. When researchers 
compared these subjects to those that kept normal brain function they found structural 
differences in the brains of Alzheimer‟s patients that were noticeable from the start of the 
study.  
 
News     04/17/07   530pm  : 30 
 
A major development in the fight to keep humans safe against bird flu. Today the Food and 
Drug Administration approved a bird flu vaccine. According to FDA, the vaccine could be 
used in the event the current virus developed the ability to spread efficiently from human to 
human. Almost 300 people worldwide have been infected since 2003 and more than half of 
them have died. The FDA commissioner says the threat of a bird flu pandemic is one of the 
most significant public health issues the world faces.  
 
News     04/18/07   5am   : 30 
 
Women who eat a lot of meat may be more likely to develop breast cancer. Researchers 
followed more than 35 thousand British women for 8 years and found that those who ate the 
largest amount of red or processed meats were 56 percent more likely than non-meat eaters 
to develop breast cancer. Doctors say the connection could be the saturated fat, which is 
believed to promote the growth of tumor cells. But this doesn‟t mean women should stop 
eating meat all together.  
 
News     04/18/07   5am   : 30 
 
A medical breakthrough for diabetes may soon be available at the grocery store. Scientists in 
Argentina say they have cloned four cows that when grown, will be able to produce human 
insulin in their milk. The director of the project said others like them, could provide large 
quantities of human insulin at low costs.  
 
News    04/18/07   530pm  : 30 
 
High cholesterol and blood pressure are known risk factors for heart attack but a new study 
indicates another important risk factor, the flu. Researchers studied autopsy reports from 
Russia and found during peak flu season the chance of dying from a heart attack or heart 
disease went up by a third. Researchers say the flu can increase inflammation in the body 



which may lead to a heart attack. People with heart disease are considered high risk by the 
CDC and should get a flu shot every year.  
 
News     04/18/07   530pm  : 30 
 
New information released today strengthens the theory that a recent decline in breast cancer 
is linked to women stopping hormone therapy. A report released last year found a 6 point 7 
percent decline in breast cancer cases from 2002 to 2003. This happened right after a study 
found an increased risk for breast cancer among women taking certain hormones causing 
millions of women to stop the treatment. Now data from 2004 shows breast cancer rates 
leveled off and have not gone back up leading experts to believe the link may be real.  
 
News    04/18/07   6pm   : 30 
 
The Supreme Court upholds a federal ban on a controversial abortion procedure. In a 5 to 4 
decision, the court ruled that the partial birth abortion ban act does not violate a woman‟s 
constitutional right to an abortion. This decision became the first time the court banned a 
specific procedure in how to perform an abortion.  
 
News    04/19/07   5am   : 30 
 
Certain breast cancer patients develop resistance to cancer drugs and their tumors continue 
to grow. Now researchers have identified a gene that facilitates the spread of aggressive 
cancer cells in women who have become resistant to drugs. They hope to target this gene 
with new therapies designed to block its effect.  
 
News     04/19/07   5am   : 30 
 
News research finds children who have sarcoma are at an increased risk for blood clots. 
Sarcoma is a form of cancer that affects tissues like bone and muscle. Researchers found 
blood clots developed in 20 percent pediatric sarcoma patients whose cancer spread and 10 
percent of patients whose cancer did not spread. Researchers hope doctors will use this 
information to monitor their patients for signs of blood clots. 
 
News     04/19/07   6pm   : 30 
 
Fighting the flu for next season. Flu vaccine manufacturers plan to have a record 132 million 
doses for the next flu season. That number could rise if an Australian company is given FDA 
approval to sell its vaccine in the US. Just about 36 thousand Americans die each year from 
influenza and another 200 thousand are hospitalized with the flu. The Center for Disease 
Control and Prevention believes the total number of expected shots falls short of where it 
needs to be.    
 
News     04/23/07   5am   : 30 
 



There‟s a new use for Botox. The toxin is known for getting rid of wrinkles. Now doctors are 
testing it as a possible treatment for getting rid of back pain. Paul Cascio is getting Botox 
injections. But this isn‟t about looking younger, it‟s about feeling better. Cascio has suffered 
with lower back pain for years. This retired military man tried different treatment options to get 
rid of the pain, but nothing has worked, now he gets Botox injections every three months from 
doctors at Walter Reed Army Medical Center in Northwest Washington. There, doctors Kevin 
Cannard and Jack Tsao are studying botulinum toxin A as a treatment for chronic low back 
pain. That kind of pain stems from an injury that impacts the muscle. It‟s usually caused by an 
accident or lifting something too heavy. Previous studies suggest the toxin may reduce the 
pain by keeping the muscle from contracting. Now in addition to finding out whether Botox 
really is a pain reliever, doctors working on this study will try to find the ideal times to give the 
shots. Botox is famous for paralyzing muscles when it‟s injected into the face. But because 
the muscles in the back are much thicker, the drug has somewhat of an opposite effect. Paul 
Cascio has been getting the injections for a few years and he says they have made a 
difference.  
 
News     04/23/07   12pm   : 30 
 
Lowering the amount of salt in your diet may extend your life. Researchers analyzed long 
term data that looked at nearly three thousand adults with hypertension, a condition where 
patients have high to normal blood pressure. They found lowering salt intake by 25 to 35 
percent cut the risk of heart disease by a quarter. They also saw less death from heart 
disease in the group that cut salt intake, but the results were statistically significant.  
 
News     04/23/07   12pm   : 30 
 
Elderly people lacking vitamin D may be prone to disability according to a new study. Vitamin 
D is produced in the body after exposure to sunlight, it‟s also available in fortified foods and 
supplements. A new study found elderly adults who were deficient in the vitamin performed 
poorly on physical tests and had lower handgrip strength when compared to adults who got 
enough of the sunshine vitamin.  
 
News     04/23/07   530pm  : 30 
 
More than 30 million Americans suffer from migraines and a new study shows that people, 
who have them, may experience less memory loss over time. A journal of neurology study 
included 15 thousand people who were given memory tests 12 years apart. Migraine 
sufferers performed worse at the start of the study, but over time, their memory declined 
close to 20 percent less than people without migraines. Researchers say medications as well 
as changes in diet and behavior may have helped protect their memory.  
 
News     04/23/07   530pm  : 30 
 
And there is more reason to pay attention to mental health. Adults who suffer symptoms of 
depression may be at an increased risk for type two diabetes. Researchers followed more 
than 45 hundred adults for 10 years. Each year they were given a survey that assessed their 



depression symptoms and several other health conditions. Those who reported symptoms of 
depression were more likely to develop type two diabetes later in life. Experts say people who 
are depressed tend to have high levels of the stress hormone cortisol and that may cause the 
increased chance for developing diabetes.   
 
News    04/25/07   530pm  : 30 
 
Just when we figured out trans fats comes word of another potential health risk hidden in our 
diet. But this one has more to do with how food is prepared than the food itself. Nothing like 
the scent of a backyard barbeque but the aroma of grilled meat may trigger more than your 
appetite. A growing body of research suggests eating foods cooked at high temperatures 
may be a risk factor for disease. For example, a diet high in grilled meat has long been 
suspected as a risk factor for colon cancer. Now the latest research out of Mt. Sinai School of 
Medicine, finds a link between eating animal products cooked in hi temperatures, everything 
from broiled meat to pasteurized milk and elevated levels of A-G-ES a class of damaging 
compounds that build up in the body over time and are known to increase the risk of diseases 
like diabetes and Alzheimer‟s. The study of more than 170 adults found a relationship 
between age levels in the diet and levels of age and other damaging compounds in the blood. 
Right now there are no tests for age levels, the researchers note, one sure way to lower 
levels in to lower the heat while cooking think stewing instead of grilling, kind of dampens the 
spirit of that summer barbeque doesn‟t it.  
 
News    04/25/07   11pm   : 30 
 
They‟re topics that are not easy to talk about. But they‟re important to discuss none the less. 
About forty teenagers gathered in Springfield‟s Masson Square tonight, and it wasn‟t for an 
impromptu party. Baystate Health Systems sponsored this interactive teen health fair to talk 
about some tough issues. S-T-D‟s, drugs, steroids, abstinence and drinking and driving were 
just topics on the table tonight. And many of these teens say they event had an impact on 
them. Some of the most popular booths at the teen health fair were the hands on displays. 
Teens even got a chance to hone their CPR skills on a life like dummy while at the same time 
having a few laughs.  
 
News    04/26/07   5am   : 30 
 
The Connecticut state senate has overwhelmingly approved a bill that would require all 
hospitals in the state even Catholic hospitals to provide rape victims with emergency 
contraception. In a 32 to 3 vote yesterday came despite objections from the Catholic Church. 
The drug, known as plan B, helps prevent a pregnancy when taken within 72 hours of sex. 
The bill would allow an independent, third party health care provider to distribute the drug. 
The bill now heads to the House of Representatives.  
 
News    04/26/07   5pm   : 30 
 
There‟s growing evidence that soda lovers don‟t have the healthiest habits. A study by Yale 
University found the typical soda drinker consumes less milk and gets less calcium. But what 



if you could have your soda and still get your vitamins too? There will soon be something new 
in the soda aisle. The Coca Cola Company is rolling out, Diet Coke Plus. Same old soda with 
a little something extra, vitamins. Adding vitamins and antioxidants is a hot trend among soda 
makers. Beverage World Magazine reports the trend started a few years back with juice 
makers adding everything from antioxidants in green tea to omega three fatty acids. And a 
Dallas brewer even started selling beer with vitamins more than a year ago. 8 ounces of Diet 
Coke Plus, has 15% of the niacin, B6, and B12 you need in a day, and ten percent of the zinc 
and magnesium. We let some soda lovers sample the new soda. Diet Coke Plus won‟t be the 
only vitamin added soft drink, Pepsi will introduce its own version in the fall. USA today 
reports the healthy drinks come as soda makers try to boost falling sales among some of the 
most popular brands. Diet Coke Plus will first appear in New York and Los Angeles in sleek 
silver cans to commemorate the launch.  
 
News     04/26/07   11pm   : 30 
 
Those late night study sessions may seem last minute but it might be the best way to ace that 
test. A study of nearly 50 people found those who were taught word pairs in the evening were 
able to remember more after a full night of sleep, compared to people taught the words in the 
morning and asked to recall them 12 hours later. Based on this study, experts say sleep may 
serve to protect memories and they hope to use this information to help patients with sleep 
disorders and dementia.  
 
News     04/27/07   5am   : 30 
 
Help is sometimes just a phone call away for stroke patients who rely on smaller, rural 
hospitals for emergency treatment. A new study from the University of Kentucky shows these 
stroke patients can be safely and effectively treated with clot busting drugs when a doctor 
from a larger hospital is on the telephone guiding treatment. Treating the most common 
strokes involves the drug TPA which must be given within 3 hours. For patients whose 
treatment was guided over the phone, they received the drug within in average of 2 hours 
and 10 minutes. That‟s faster than the average of about 2 and a half hours in a larger national 
study several years ago.  
 
News     04/27/07   12pm   : 30 
 
Researchers are uncovering an alarming trend among the number of people who develop 
Multiple Sclerosis. The debilitating disease is more likely to strike women, but a growing body 
of research suggests the gap between women and men with MS has more than doubled. The 
study finds between 1940 and 2000 the ratio of women to men with MS jumped from two to 
one to four to one. Findings supported by recent research out of Canada and Europe. This 
latest study examined a US Canadian database of more than 32 thousand. People with MS, 
an unpredictable chronic disease of the nervous system, can trigger a menu of symptoms, 
including problems with vision, speech, and movement. The growing gender gap was biggest 
among young patient‟s notes, Cleveland clinic researcher Dr. Ruth Ann Marrie. This points to 
that there is some changing phenomenon in our environment that must be changing who gets 
MS. Environment and lifestyle changes that will now be the focus of research. Scientists will 



consider everything from obesity to smoking trends in women to oral contraceptive use 
among women, hoping to find links to the growing MS gender gap, and clues that may one 
day point to ways to prevent MS in both sexes.  
 
News     04/27/07   12pm   : 30 
 
More and more Americans are developing arthritis contributing to rising healthcare costs for 
the painful condition. A nationwide study of medical expenditures associated with arthritis 
finds that in 2003, Americans spent more than 80 billion dollars on medical care for arthritis. 
Compare that with just the 65 billion in 1997. Researchers attribute the increased economic 
burden on an increasing number of arthritis patients. Between 1997 and 2003, the prevalence 
of arthritis and other rheumatic conditions increased from 36 million adults to 46 million.  
 
News     04/27/07   12pm   : 30 
 
Regardless of previous research that suggested aspirin and other anti-inflammatory drugs 
could protect against dementia, a new study shows low doses of aspirin appear to have no 
effect at least in women. The study from Brigham and Women‟s Hospital in Boston included 
data on more than 6 thousand women over age 65. Half took a low dose of aspirin every 
other day, the other half took a placebo. After 10 years of treatment and follow up, 
researchers say average performances on cognitive tests were similar among both groups.  
 
News     04/30/07   5pm   : 30 
 
Kentucky Fried Chicken and Taco Bell say they‟ve switched to oil with zero grams of trams 
fat. 55 hundred KFC‟s nationwide are using soy bean oil instead. 42 hundred single brand 
Taco Bell restaurants have converted to canola oil, while 14 hundred multibrand locations 
also switched to soybean oil. A Baystate Medical Center dietitian says, despite those efforts, 
these foods are not beneficial to your health. O‟Connor says if you‟re eating at any of these 
restaurants, pick healthier food choices from the menu.  
 
News     05/01/07   6am   : 30 
 
Teens who are always complaining of headaches could be prone to developing more serious 
problems. A survey of nearly 8 thousand 12 to 14 year olds in Taiwan indicates chronic 
headaches, especially migraines are associated with a greater risk for psychiatric disorders. 
Nearly half of those with chronic daily headaches had one or more 21 percent suffering from 
depression, and 19 percent having panic disorders. Headaches are considered chronic when 
they occur 15 or more days in a month, lasting for at least 2 hours.  
 
News    05/01/07   5pm   : 30 
 
Today is world asthma day and while the warmer weather is a treat for some, it can be an 
unpleasant experience for those who suffer from asthma. Kim Terry has a 9 year old son and 
an 11 year old daughter who both suffer from asthma. 20 million people in the US are 
afflicted with asthma; 9 million of them are kids. Kids who like to run around in gym class and 



play outside. But new treatments and a change in guidelines for asthma are changing the 
lives of many young kids everywhere. This device helps parents monitor the severity of 
asthma. Another innovation, called the aerospace chamber, this allows the inhaler to deliver 
medicine more effectively. And, controlling asthma before an asthma attack happens will be 
the focus of new guidelines set to be released by health officials in June.  
 
News     05/01/07   530pm  : 30 
 
The state‟s third largest HMO, Tufts Health Plan, is easing restrictions recently imposed on 
weight loss surgery. The revised guidelines cuts the amount of time patients must spend in 
pre-surgery counseling from 12 months to six months. Previously only patients with a body 
mass index of 40 or higher could be candidates for surgery. Tufts will now allow people with a 
BMI of 35 or higher to be considered if they also have diabetes, hypertension or sleep apnea.  
 
News    05/01/07   530pm  : 30 
 
Teen girls are more likely than boys to abuse prescription drugs. That‟s according to a report 
from a federal agency. Officials say statistics from 2005 show that one in ten girls had used a 
prescription drug to get high. For teen boys, it was one in about 13.  
 
News    05/01/07   530pm  : 30 
 
Gulf war troops who returned home with physical problems could also have trouble with 
learning and memory. Boston University conducted a study involving 36 veterans from the 
first gulf war. The two areas of the brain involved in thinking and memory were much smaller 
in veterans with more health complaints. That part of the brain was bigger in veterans who 
had fewer physical ailments. Experts suspect the cause is exposure to hazardous substances 
during the war.  
 
News     05/01/07   530pm  : 30 
 
Taking a real power nap may be in our future, in a recent study, 15 people were hooked up to 
machines that pulsed a magnetic signal through their brain. The signal was able to stimulate 
slow waves, a type of brain wave activity that happens during deep sleep. Researchers 
believe slow waves are associated with restoring memories and preparing the brain for the 
next day. They hope to use this experimental therapy to condense the benefits of eight hours 
of sleep into a few hour nap.  
 
News     05/02/07   530pm  : 30 
 
The city of Holyoke is taking steps to teach residents about the importance of good nutrition 
and fitness. The Holyoke Food and Fitness Collaborative has an array of programs which 
includes a garden and greenhouse project at the Sullivan School where kids grow their own 
crops and plants. It‟s just one component to healthier living. Representatives from the 
Holyoke Food and Fitness Collaborative announced today that the city received a 500 



thousand dollar grant from the W.K. Kellogg Foundation to promote healthful lifestyle 
programs.  
 
News     05/02/07   530pm  : 30 
 
The FDA says it has created a new position to help insure the nation‟s food supply is safe. 
The move comes as the federal agency is struggling to track problems. The trouble stems 
from imported pet food and a growing number of food borne illnesses. The FDA‟s former 
commissioner told lawmakers on Capital Hill what many food industry watchers and 
consumers already feared. Our food safety system in this country is broken. We have no 
structure for preventing food borne illnesses in this country. Food borne illnesses like last 
year‟s e-coli outbreak in bagged spinach. Now the FDA is tracking the recent melamine 
tainted pet food and livestock feed from China. FDA tests showed three million chickens from 
Indiana farms ate the melamine spiked feed chickens that have since been processes, sold 
and likely consumed. Still the FDA‟s current commissioner says overall, America‟s food is 
safe. Consumer groups say the FDA is bogged down from a lack of funding and manpower. 
The biggest problem is that food safety has just been starved for resources over the years, so 
FDA does not have what it needs to inspect food here in the US let alone imported food that 
is increasing every year. Food labels that could make it easier for the FDA to track when 
there is a problem in the country‟s food chain.  
 
News     05/02/07   530pm  : 30 
 
Federal health officials want to expand the warnings on labels for antidepressants. Right now 
the warnings on those labels apply only to children and adolescents. They warn of an 
increased risk of suicidal thoughts or behavior. But the Food and Drug Administration is 
proposing the warnings also caution adults, age 18 to 24. But some doctors warn the 
expanded warning could lead to more suicides and that the potential benefits from the drugs 
outweigh the risk. Doctors say more studies are needed and close monitoring of medications 
is key.  
 
News     05/02/07   6pm   : 30 
 
Summer time is just around the corner, meaning sun bather‟s will be out working on their 
tans. But new research shows sun lovers should think twice before soaking up the UV. 
Almost 50% of the most recent melanoma cases, the most serious form of skin cancer, are 
concentrated within 10 states, with Massachusetts coming in at number 10. Skin cancer 
specialist Dr. Aimee Leonard says the strong sun puts fair skinned people at risk. Melanoma 
is treatable with surgery in its early stages. To protect yourself this summer, you‟re advised to 
avoid the sun during peak strength between 10am and 4pm and to stay in the shade when 
possible. And don‟t forget the sun block.  
 
News     05/03/07   6am   : 30 
 
Being diabetic could affect a man‟s fertility, according to preliminary research from Ireland. 
Researchers examined the sperm of 56 men, half of whom had diabetes. The sperm form the 



diabetic men were found to have greater levels of DNA damage. While that could lead to 
problems with fertility, researchers stress the study was small and more research needs to be 
done.  
 
News     05/03/07   6am   : 30 
 
People who have brothers or sisters who‟ve suffered a stroke could be nearly twice as likely 
to have a stroke themselves, according to a new study from the University of Michigan. 
Researchers say the stroke risk to Mexican American siblings was even greater. The study 
focused on families in the Corpus Christi area of Texas. Researchers say the increased risk 
among Mexican American siblings could be because of some genetic link, or environment 
factors such as diet, physical activity or smoking.   
 
News    05/03/07   5pm   : 30 
 
You‟ve probably heard about the heart healthy benefits of red wine. Grape juice may be just 
as good as wine for the heart. If you‟re not a wine drinker, take heart. Researchers from 
France has found that drinking Concord grape juice can reduce your risk of cardiovascular 
disease as much as wine does. Both Concord grape juice and red wine contain polyphenolis. 
Polyphenols help produce nitric oxide in the walls of blood vessels. Nitric acid help blood 
vessels open up and relax so blood is comfortable pumped from the heart. How well grape 
juice protects your heart is directly related to the level of polyphenolis in the grape juice. 
Concord grape juice, which is deep purple has higher levels of polyphenolis than other grape 
juices like white grape juice. Remember alcohol can have adverse effect such as increasing 
blood pressure and breast cancer risk. So if you want cardiovascular protection without the 
risks of alcohol, say cheers with a glass of Concord grape juice. 
 
News    05/03/07   530pm  : 30 
 
More than half of the high blood pressure patients are living with a bee pee level that puts 
them in danger. It‟s estimated that one in three Americans is living with high blood pressure. 
According to the report a survey of more than 20 thousand people, 70 percent of patients 
can‟t get their pressure under control at a level below 140 over 90, despite lifestyle changes 
that include reducing salt and alcohol intake, increasing exercise and taking medicine 
prescribed by their doctor. 98 percent of those in the survey reported taking at least one of 
those actions, 70 percent said they were doing them all, everything from exercise to 
medicine. High blood pressure is a major and silent risk factor for heart attack and stroke. 
The Center for Disease Control report is based on self reports and did not look into the extent 
of lifestyle changes, but CDC researchers say despite the limitations, the finding are a wake 
up call and suggest the Need for a more comprehensive approach to help patients and 
doctors do a better job embracing and monitoring lifestyle changes and medicine that can 
keep blood pressure under control.  
 
News    05/03/07   530pm  : 30 
 



Researchers have known that a low calorie diet can extend life potentially by 40 percent. Now 
they have identified the gene that makes it possible. Scientists found the gene PHA4 was the 
make or break factor in low calorie diets. Several more studies are needed, including those 
on humans. Experts hope to use this information to develop a drug that will allow users to eat 
normally and still experience the longevity benefit.   
 
News     05/03/07   530pm  : 30 
 
Breast cancer rates are starting to fall, especially for women over the age of 40. Researchers 
tracked a large group of women from 1975 to 2003. They found breast cancer rates in 
women over 40 went down nearly 40 percent between 1980 and 1998, and then went down 
again from 2002 to 2003. It is believed the second decline due to the discovery of health risks 
associated with hormone replacement therapy and because doctors no longer recommend it.  
 
News     05/04/07   6am   : 30 
 
More confusing study results about hormone replacement therapy, several studies show it 
may increase the risk of stroke and breast cancer, but a new study shows it can lower the risk 
for dementia in women under 65. Researchers analyzed data from over seven thousand 
women who did not have dementia at the start of the study. They found dementia developed 
in about one per cent of women taking hormones, compared to one point seven percent of 
women not on the therapy, meaning taking hormones lowered the risk of developing the 
disease by about half. Experts caution the results are preliminary and it‟s too soon to 
recommend hormones routinely for younger women.  
 
News     05/04/07   6am   : 30 
 
A drug commonly used to treat epilepsy should be avoided in pregnant women according to 
new research. Researchers at the University of Florida say the epilepsy drug Valproate 
appears to be linked to low IQ‟s in children of women who took it during pregnancy. In a study 
of 187 two year olds exposed to several epilepsy drugs in the womb, 24 percent of the 
children of mothers who took Valproate had IQ‟s that fall into the mental retardation range.  
 
News     05/04/07   12pm   : 30 
 
A bill requiring Connecticut hospitals to offer rape victims emergency contraception has the 
governor‟s support. Governor Rell says she‟ll sign the bill into law. The bill would require all 
30 hospitals, including the four Roman Catholic Medical Centers, to make the drug available.  
 
News     05/05/07   6am   : 30 
 
The worry over tainted pet food making it into our human food supply has taken another step 
forward. 20 million chickens bound for the butcher‟s block have been put on hold because 
their feed was mixed with bad food. The USDA is expected to finish their assessment by 
Monday. Those 20 million are just a fraction of the 9 billion chickens raised in the US every 
year.  



 
News     05/07/07   6am   : 30 
 
The senate votes today on whether to allow lower priced prescription drugs to be imported 
from Canada and more than 30 other countries. Supporters note the medicines cost much 
less than they do in the US, and believe the imports will help drive those prices down. 
Opponents warn the quality and safety of the drugs brought in from other countries cannot be 
guaranteed. They‟ll try to defeat the measure by adding a requirement that the Food and 
Drug Administration must first certify that imported medicines are safe and effective.  
 
News    05/07/07   6am   : 30 
 
Taking drugs to treat high blood pressure can protect your heart, now new research shows it 
may protect your brain too. Researchers studied over one thousand adults age 65 and older 
who were taking ace inhibitors and did not have dementia at the beginning of the study. They 
found those taking the type of ace inhibitor that crosses the blood brain barrier had a less 
cognitive decline than those taking other types of the drug. Experts speculate the drugs may 
reduce inflammation in the brain, but more studies are needed.  
 
News     05/07/07   6am   : 30 
 
Experts have discouraged weight loss among the elderly out of concern they may lose 
necessary muscle mass. However, new research shows older women can drop pounds and 
stay healthy. Researchers found exercise and weight loss did not lead to disability in 
overweight older women, in fact they showed signs of improvement. If they gained the weight 
back they were more likely to gain fat and not muscle, but this didn‟t appear to have an affect 
on disability.  
 
News     05/07/07   6am   : 30 
 
Nearly two thirds of pregnant women experience low back pain as they try to balance their 
belly. A review of studies looking at therapies to treat back and pelvic pain in pregnant 
women found nearly 60 percent of those receiving acupuncture reported less pain compared 
to 14 percent women who did not have the procedure done. Experts caution if women have 
never had acupuncture before pregnancy, it may not be the time to start.  
 
News     05/07/07   5pm   : 30 
 
How far would you go for cheaper prescription drugs? Today, the senate is asking 
themselves just that. Today the senate voted on allowing lower priced prescription drugs to 
be imported from Canada, and more than 30 other countries. Supporters believe the 
medicines cost much less than they do at home and say the imports will help drive those 
prices down. While opponents warn the quality and safety of the drugs brought in from other 
counties cannot be guaranteed. Many western Massachusetts residents had similar views. 
To help eliminate those concerns supporters plan to add a requirement that FDA must first 
certify that imported medicines are safe and effective.  



 
News     05/07/07   530pm  : 30 
 
On Beacon Hill, lawmakers held a hearing in the needs of children with mental illness today. 
Lawmakers and advocates are pushing for legislation that would help remove some of the 
barriers to treating these children. The legislation hopes to build on the states mental health 
parity law, approved in 2000. That law was designed to make sure that mental health issues 
are treated on the same level as physical health problems.  
 
News     05/08/07   6am   : 30 
 
A father who puts his foot down is more likely to have healthy weight children. An Australian 
study finds fathers who take a laid back approach to parenting and do not set clear limits are 
more likely to have heavy children. Researchers say mothers are often blamed for childhood 
obesity, but this study suggests fathers play a key role as well, making it important to have a 
family approach to healthy eating. 40 percent of the mothers and 60 percent of the fathers in 
the study were overweight.  
 
News     05/08/07   6am   : 30 
 
Distraction is the key when kids are getting shots at the doctor. Now the American Academy 
of Pediatrics has come out with tips for distracting tiny patients, including putting sugar water 
on baby‟s pacifiers, blowing bubbles and injecting the shot on the thigh. For older kids telling 
jokes and bringing a favorite toy from home seems to help. 
 
News    05/08/07   12pm   : 30 
 
State health officials are reporting a dramatic rise in the number of Hepatitis C infections 
among teenagers and young adults in the Bay State. The State Department of Public Health 
says cases of the Hepatitis C among people ages 15 to 25 has more than doubled in just four 
years. Public Health Commissioner John Auerbach says there appears to be a correlation 
with the increase in injection drug use and in particular heroin use among young people. 
Hepatitis C spread by sharing needles and can lead to liver failure.   
 
News    05/08/07   5pm   : 30 
 
State health officials are reporting a dramatic rise in the number of Hepatitis C infections 
among teenagers and young adults in the Bay State. More than one hundred thousand 
people in Massachusetts have Hepatitis C, and unlike forms A and B there‟s no cure or a 
vaccine to prevent it making it a concerning problem for health officials. The State 
Department of Public Health says confirmed and suspected cases of Hepatitis C among 
people 15 to 25 climbed more than 75 percent from 2001 to 2005. State Health Officials say it 
coincides with an increase in the abuse of intravenous drugs, in particular, heroin use among 
young people, a trend that the needle exchange program at Tapestry Health in Northampton 
is trying to stop. That service is free and anonymous. And while sharing needles is one way 
to transmit the disease having unprotected sex is another.  



 
News    05/08/07   5pm   : 30 
 
The American Cancer Society has revised its cancer prevention guidelines. Stepping on the 
scale can be a scary experience for some adults, but maintaining a healthy weight is now at 
the top of the American Cancer Society‟s cancer prevention list. We know that obesity is 
related to a number of different cancers, breast cancer among post menopausal women, 
colon cancer, esophageal, kidney cancer. The Cancer Society urges people to eat a diet rich 
in fruits, vegetables and whole grains and to be physically active at least five days a week. 
Going for a 30 minute, 45 minute walk, going out running, biking, intentional physical activity 
is really important for cancer risk reduction. Doyle admits there are no guarantees, but sees a 
positive side to the guidelines. The good news is that a lot of people think they don‟t have any 
control over their risk of cancer and we‟re here to tell people that absolutely you do have 
some control. The Cancer Society estimates that a third of the more than 500 thousand 
cancer deaths each year are due to poor diet and lack of physical activity, about the same 
number of cancer cases caused by smoking.  
 
News    05/08/07   530pm  : 30 
 
Starbucks is moving away from trans fat. The coffee giant says that it plans to get trans fat 
out of food and drinks in its US and Canadian stores by year‟s end. Starbucks says it has no 
plans to stop selling its rich cream topped drinks and sweets. Instead, those will contain only 
natural fats coming from butter and other dairy products and eggs.  
 
News     05/08/07   530pm  : 30 
 
Hepatitis C patients may be at an increased risk for Non-Hodgkin‟s Lymphoma. Lymphoma is 
cancer of lymph nodes, the part of the body that makes cells that boost the immune system. 
Researchers found veterans with Hepatitis C had a 20 to 30 percent increased risk for the 
cancer. Experts are not sure why there is an increased risk for these cancers.  
 
News     05/09/07   6am   : 30 
 
People taking drugs to lower their cholesterol may be lowering their risk for lung cancer at the 
same time. A review of patients in the VA health system found those who were taking statins 
for more than six months had an over 50 percent reduced risk for lung cancer. The benefit 
was seen across all age groups and races. Experts say they are not sure how statins work to 
prevent lung cancer, they are calling for more detailed studies.  
 
 
 
News     05/09/07   6am   : 30 
 
When patients develop lung cancer their relatives should be on high alert. Studies have 
shown an increased risk for cancer among first degree relatives of lung cancer patients, now 
a new study shows the risk may be particularly high for African Americans. Researchers 



found African Americans who had a relative who developed lung cancer were two times more 
likely to develop head and neck cancer when compared to Caucasian relatives.  
 
News    05/09/07   6am   : 30 
 
A new study shows over 10 percent of American adults have problems with drugs during their 
lifetime. Researchers interviewed over 40 thousand adults, questioning them on their drug, 
nicotine and alcohol habits. They found over 7 percent had abused drugs and nearly three 
percent became addicted. The drug abused the most was marijuana followed by cocaine.  
 
News    05/09/07   530pm  : 30 
 
Between the melamine found in some farmed fish and pet food, and the E-coli strains 
confirmed in countless cases of spinach last year, food safety is now being taken more 
seriously than ever. Some people never think of food as a potential danger. But with recent 
problems with the food supply all over the globe, local health inspectors are working overtime 
trying to keep western Massachusetts food safe, and believe it or not, some restaurant 
owners like Joe Stevens from the Hofbrauhaus in West Springfield even welcome the bi-
annual random inspections, saying it keeps staff on their toes. Here in western 
Massachusetts there are 20 plus food service inspectors dedicated solely to checking up on 
local grocery stores and restaurants, Springfield has four. Jeanne Galloway of the West 
Springfield Health Department says the most common problems found in food service these 
days, are simple things, like proper hand washing and general cleanliness.  
 
News    05/09/07   530pm  : 30 
 
Seasonal allergies affect more than 35 million Americans. Its unwelcome news for people 
suffering from allergies, spring is in full bloom, so pollen levels are high in our region. Spring 
allergies are often triggered by tree pollen and warm, dry and windy weather conditions are 
ideal for the pollen to spread in other words, good weather means bad allergies. But 
medication can help lessen your symptoms. If you have chronic allergies, shots may help. 
Here‟s how you can lessen you‟re exposure to pollen. Keep windows closed at night, keep 
your car windows closed when traveling and minimize early morning activity, when pollen 
levels are high. For more information on allergy treatments and such, just log on to our 
website, wwlp.com. 
 
 
 
News    05/09/07   11pm   : 30 
 
As states debate whether to require vaccination of pre-teen girls against HPV, the virus that 
causes cervical cancer, new data about the immunization‟s effectiveness. The study involves 
more than 10 thousand women aged 15 to 26. The study finds the HPV vaccine is nearly 100 
percent effective against the two strains linked to most cervical cancers. There were no major 
side effects reported. Cervical cancer is the second most common cancer among women. 10 
thousand women were diagnosed with cervical cancer last year, killing nearly 4 thousand.  



 
News     05/10/07   5am   : 30 
 
The Food and Drug Administration is investigating how farmed fish in Canada were fed meals 
spiked with the chemical that prompted a massive pet food recall. The Australis Aquaculture 
Fish Farm currently has one million barramundi fish in inventory. Red flags were raised when 
a feed manufacturer is Western Canada purchased protein ingredients or wheat gluten meal 
from China, mixed with melamine to increase the protein content. That feed found its way into 
Atlantic salmon farms up north. Australis say it has met with the FDA and their feed 
manufacture in Canada to ensure there was no risk. All of their meal is manufactured in North 
America. The FDA says the contamination in Canada was probably too low to harm humans. 
It‟s not clear if any of the farmed fish was put into circulation.  
 
News     05/10/07   6am   : 30 
 
Pesticide exposure may also be linked to preterm birth, according to researchers at Indiana 
University. They found preterm birth rates peaked at the same time pesticide exposure was 
the highest from May to June. Rates also dropped at the same time pesticide levels did, from 
August to September. So far researchers cannot make a definite connection between the 
two.   
 
News    05/10/07   530pm  : 30 
 
Some women at risk for having a heart attack don‟t know the signs until it‟s too late. 44 year 
old Rebecca Hickman quit smoking after a recent doctor‟s visit. She says she was worried 
about heart disease, but like many women is unsure she‟d know if she was ever having a 
heart attack. Rebecca is one of many women 55 and younger who say they wouldn‟t 
recognize the signs of a heart attack. Results of a new study by the American Heart 
Association showed only 8 percent of women who had heart attacks knew the warning signs. 
Nearly half attributed the symptoms to something else. Darlene Clark has a history of heart 
disease. Doctors say women in high risks groups, those with a family history, high blood 
pressure or diabetes, and smokers should be cognizant of the physical signs that could lead 
to a heart attack. Doctors also believe it‟s difficult for women to know because the pain is 
non-specific and can originate anywhere from the earlobes to the belly button on the front or 
back. It sometimes feels like a jaw or tooth ache and you might experience nausea. But when 
in doubt, call 911.  
News    05/10/07   530pm  : 30 
 
If you‟re having trouble focusing at work or at home, you may want to give meditation a try. 
Researchers gave study participants two visual cues in a rapid succession, and noticed 
participants often missed the second one. But after three months of medication classes, 
participants picked up on the missed signals. Researchers say meditation may have lasting 
changes on the brain that teach it to allocate its resources and focus on the tasks at hand.  
 
News     05/11/07   6am   : 30 
 



An aspirin a day may be the key to preventing colorectal cancer. A review of randomized 
clinical trials testing the effects of aspirin found taking at least 300 milligrams of aspirin a day 
can lower the risk for colon cancer by as much as 75 percent. The benefit was seen about 10 
years after patients had started taking aspirin daily. Experts caution for some people the 
risked of daily aspirin may outweigh the colon cancer benefit. Right now they would only 
recommend someone at high risk for disease start aspirin therapy after talking to their doctor.  
 
News     05/11/07   6am   : 30 
 
Another study confirms the benefits of taking aspirin but finds lowering the dose can provide 
the same effect without the increased risk for bleeding. After reviewing several clinical trials 
on aspirin use experts found taking a baby aspirin instead of adult strength significantly 
lowered the risk for stomach bleeding and appeared to provide the same level of heart 
protection. More studies are needed to confirm these results.  
 
News    05/12/07   11pm   : 30 
 
Caring people answered the call today for bone marrow donors at Baystate Medical Center‟s 
D‟Amour center for cancer. Each of the potential donors providing a DNA sample are hoping 
they can match the need of someone suffering from cancer or a blood disorder. These 
potential donors will now become part of the national bone marrow registry. Each hoping 
they‟ll provide a lifesaving match.  
 
News    05/13/07   11pm   : 30 
 
Health officials say a Provincetown preschooler who contracted syphilis, did not get the 
disease through sexual contact. And they insist no other children are in danger. 
Provincetown‟s Health Agent says it was contracted by skin to skin contact. According to a 
letter from the State Public Health Department sent to parents, school and public health 
officials became aware of the situation Tuesday. The department would not say where the 
child may have contracted the disease.  
 
 
 
News    05/14/07   5am   : 30 
 
A new study raises concern about breast cancer prevention. It finds the rates of women 
getting mammograms are dropping. As a volunteer, Virginia Baza helps women recovering 
from breast cancer. She knows what they‟re going through, 19 years ago, a lump was 
discovered in her breast. It showed up on the film from the mammogram. The mammogram 
saved her life. But government researchers have found, since 2000, four percent fewer 
women are getting them. That‟s not a good thing because it may mean women will be 
detected but later as a result of not having a mammogram and the later its found, the more 
likely it could be fatal. Virginia suspect‟s women aren‟t getting mammograms because they‟re 
scared. Dr. Green, who headed the study, thinks the public may be confused over reports 
showing breast cancer rates are down. But that doesn‟t mean the risk for an individual has 



dropped. It just means within the population it has dropped. She found the sharpest declines 
in women over 50 and those in high socio-economic groups. Just last month, President Bush 
signed a law providing money for mammograms for women who can‟t afford them. Now it 
seems educators need to target women who can.  
 
News     05/14/07   6am   : 30 
 
Women with operable breast cancer might benefit from chemotherapy before surgery versus 
after.  A review of several studies found women who got chemo before surgery had fewer 
side effects and were less likely to need a mastectomy. Researchers say chemo before 
surgery gives them the opportunity to see if the tumor is shrinking or if another therapy is 
needed. 
 
News     05/14/07   5pm   : 30 
 
Soaring health insurance costs are forcing western Massachusetts cities and towns into a 
financial vice. 22News learns that East Longmeadow residents for example are having to 
absorb the town‟s health insurance costs rising 40 percent in the past few years. The town‟s 
benefits administrator Rosina Goodrich says that covers 6 hundred town employees and 250 
retirees. East Longmeadow rubbish collection has already been cut back to one barrel a 
week. Residents tell 22News they‟re afraid of what‟s next. And East Longmeadow isn‟t the 
only town asking those questions. According to the Associated Press, health insurance costs 
in one eastern Massachusetts town have gone up 130 percent in less than ten years.   
 
News    05/14/07   5pm   : 30 
 
There‟s a new procedure available at Holyoke Medical Center where women in labor can 
administer their own pain medication. Studies show that when women control how much pain 
medication they get during labor they actually use less, which is better for both the baby and 
the mom. Adelaida Tosado just gave birth to her first child, Isaac Alexander Ventura, she 
originally didn‟t want to have an epidural because she wanted to have a natural birth. But 
when she heard she could control how much pain medication she would receive by the touch 
of a button she changed her mind. Not only do you have control of how much medication you 
get but studies show that when women administer their own medication they use less than 
when it is on a continual drip or when a nurse gives it to you. A big bonus Tosado says is 
having that control during labor. Holyoke Medical Center started letting women control how 
much pain medication they receive through an epidural for about two months now, and it is 
available to all expecting mothers. 
 
News     05/14/07   530pm  : 30 
 
If you‟re battling the bulge you‟re not alone. Obesity in the US has reached epidemic 
proportions. Diet myths, diet fads, diet doozies, if you‟re struggling with your weight you‟ve 
probably heard it all. Many of us buy into the ideas, instead, sculpt the body you want in time 
for bathing suit season as personal trainer Donna Carrier dispels some weight loss myths. 
More than 70 million Americans are on diets, but Donna says straying from a cut throat diet 



makes many overindulge. Exercise friend Linda Young says she knows the drill. It‟s all in 
moderation, eating the right things. Donna says Linda‟s right, eating well, loading up on fruits, 
veggies and plenty of water will drop unwanted pounds. But many say, time is the issue, busy 
schedules don‟t allow time for three meals a day. Weight training burns fat and increases 
metabolism, cardio is excellent for your heart, exercise paired with skipping fatty foods and 
high carb items will put you in the right direction. Now that you have the facts under your belt, 
you can keep your waistline under control.  
 
News     05/14/07   11pm   : 30 
 
Having migraines may hurt more than your head. A new study shows migraines may 
permanently damage your vision. Researchers used data from a survey of nearly 11 
thousand adults to examine the relationship between migraines and headaches and 
retinopathy. Retinopathy is a condition where the retina is damaged potentially leading to 
blindness. They found adults who reported having headaches were 1 and a half times more 
likely to develop retinopathy. The relationship was stronger among people who never had 
diabetes or high blood pressure. Experts say there is a known risk between migraine and 
stroke. They suspect similar problems with the circulatory system may lead to retinopathy.  
 
News     05/14/07   11pm   : 30 
 
Its a billion dollar industry and one Connecticut company could be behind the next big diet 
drug. In a Branford lab, you‟ll find Doctor James Krause working with a new chemical 
compound, one that just might change the way the medical community treats obesity. The 
compound works inside the brain, targeting receptors that control appetite. Scientists are 
finding animals on the compound eat less. Slow and steady is the company‟s motto, because 
the history of weight loss drugs has been harsh. Heart issues plagued people taking 
Fenphen. Neutogen doesn‟t want to make the same mistake. That‟s why this scientist‟s main 
task is to test the drug‟s effect on the heart‟s rhythm. Right now it‟s phase one of human 
clinical trials.  
 
News    05/15/07   6am   : 30 
 
Post menopausal women who supplement their diet with vitamin D and calcium could see a 
benefit in their waistline. Women who took a daily dose of one thousand milligrams of calcium 
plus 400 international units of vitamin D for 7 years weighed less than those on a placebo. 
The overall effect was pretty small, however, the difference in weight was less than a pound. 
But researchers say it could open the door to other ways of preventing weight gain.  
 
News     05/15/07   6am   : 30 
 
Eating plenty of whole grains could help lower the risk of developing type 2 diabetes. A 
German study of more than 25 thousand adults shows those who ate the most dietary fiber 
about 17 grams a day, were least likely to develop diabetes over the 7 year research project. 
Cereal fiber appeared to be most effective.  
 



News    05/16/07   6am   : 30 
 
There‟s no evidence an ingredient in some older vaccines could be linked to autism, 
according to a new study. The ingredient in question is a preservative called thimerosal. It 
was taken out of vaccines in 2001 amid fears it might be linked to autism, though research on 
the issue has been conflicted. The ingredient also used to be found in treatments given to 
some pregnant women at risk for a disease in which the mother‟s immune system attacks 
fetal blood cells. The theory was that fetal brains were especially susceptible to thimerosal, 
perhaps making them more at risk for autism. But after studying more than 200 autistic 
children and their mothers, researchers at the University of Missouri say moms who had the 
treatment were no more likely than the general population to have an autistic child.  
 
News     05/16/07   6am   : 30 
 
When it comes to fighting childhood obesity, a new study from Cincinnati Children‟s Hospital 
suggests pediatricians could be doing more. The survey of more than 400 pediatricians found 
they‟d calculated body mass index for just 1 in 20 children ages 5 to 11. Body mass index is a 
ratio of body fat that accounts for both weight and height. In 2003, the American Academy of 
Pediatrics recommended pediatricians calculate kids BMI each year to screen for the risk of 
obesity.   
 
News     05/16/07   5pm   : 30 
 
Startling statistics show the number of young kids taking certain drugs for physical and 
psychological problems is on the rise. The study finds the number of young girls taking drugs 
for type two diabetes nearly tripled in five years. It also shows that double the number of boys 
and girls 10 to 19 years old are taking drugs for psychotic behavior or insomnia. Doctors say 
the study sheds light on kid‟s health problems. The study also found that the use of drugs for 
depression of ADHD has remained the same or gone down in the last two years.  
 
News     05/16/07   530pm  : 30 
 
If you take multi vitamins every day listen to this, what this study suggests is that too much of 
a good thing can be bad for your health. You‟ve probably heard about the benefits of taking 
vitamins. But now, a study published in the journal of the National Cancer Institute suggests 
that heavy multi vitamin use may be linked to advanced prostate cancer. Participants who 
took a multi vitamin more than seven times a week had higher incidence rates for advanced 
and fatal prostate cancers than those who didn‟t take any. Doctor Donald Higby of Baystate 
Medical Center says that if you‟re going to take vitamins, take the standard recommended 
dosage, don‟t over do it. The National Cancer Institute estimates that there will be more than 
218 thousand new cases from prostate cancer this year.  
 
News     05/17/07   12pm   : 30 
 
For years now, men have had Viagra. Now there‟s something to enhance a women‟s sexual 
experience. The G-spot is revving up sex lives. We want to warn parents, this is a sensitive 



topic, and may not be appropriate for kids. Sometimes our love lives need more than hand 
holding and Barry White music, now women have a new option to help them in the bedroom. 
Melissa Sherrill has decided to get a G-shot to increase her sexual pleasure. After finding her 
pleasure zone and numbing it with local anesthesia ob-gyn Dr. Justin Salerno injects the 
collagen. The collagen is FDA approved to plump up lips, but this is an off label use. Dr. 
Salerno is one of the few doctors in the nation offering it, and women are driving miles to his 
office to give it a shot. Dr. Salerno says the shot is designed for women who already have a 
healthy sex life and want an even better one. Women like this mother of three, who asked us 
not to show her face, credits the G-shot with helping her reach orgasm faster. Licensed 
psychologist and sex therapist Dr. Brynah Barskyex does not recommend the G-shot. I think 
getting addicted to the 18 hundred dollars every four months just to be able to function 
sexually is problematic. There are a lot of ways to get pleasure and I really don‟t think you 
need a shot to be able to do it. And she‟s concerned about the lack of studies looking at the 
possible long term side effects of the injection. But Dr. Salerno says it‟s safe and his patients 
are happy. 44 year old Melissa Sherrill is looking forward to enjoying the same benefits. The 
G-shot does come with some risk, they include bleeding infections and allergic reactions and 
not all women experience a benefit.   
 
News    05/18/07   6am   : 30 
 
More than a quarter of surveyed US adults think there‟s nothing they can do to lower the 
chance they‟ll get cancer. It‟s a dangerous belief, experts say that could actually help raise 
the risk of cancer. Doctors agree, getting plenty of exercise, eating a diet rich in fruit and 
vegetables and quitting smoking are all basic, excellent ways to improve overall health and 
lower the risk for cancer. But this latest survey found people were less likely to engage in 
these healthy behaviors when they believed they were fated to develop cancer. And, more 
than 70 percent of respondents agreed that they had heard of so many recommendations 
about preventing cancer, that it was difficulty to know which ones to follow.  
 
News    05/18/07   6am   : 30 
 
Eating apples could be another simple way to reduce the risk of cancer. Scientists at Cornell 
University processed 231 pounds of apples screening the peels for beneficial compounds 
called photochemical. Using lab samples, the researchers identified a group of these 
compounds with anti-cancer effects on liver, breast and colon cancer cells.  
 
News    05/18/07   6am   : 30 
 
Hair relaxers commonly used by African American women are not linked to breast cancer 
according to new research. Hair relaxers are not fully regulated by the food and drug 
administration and could legally contain ingredients not listed on the label, because many 
studies have shown a higher prevalence of breast cancer among black women than white 
women, researchers wondered if the two were linked. But after following nearly 50 thousand 
women for 6 years, researchers found no evidence hair relaxers lead to breast cancer, even 
after taking into account the type of relaxer, or how often a women used them.  
 



News    05/19/07   6am   : 30 
 
Applebee‟s is jumping on the health bandwagon, cutting trans fat, from their menu. The chain 
says none of its 18 hundred US restaurants are using frying oils containing trans fatty acids. 
The chemically processed oil may increase the risk of heart disease, stroke, diabetes and 
other illnesses. Applebee‟s now uses a soybean oil blend that doesn‟t change the taste or 
texture of its food.  
 
News     05/19/07   6am   : 30 
 
Could you catch fat like you catch a cold? Researchers think it may be possible after the 
startling discovery of a cold like germ linked to obesity. Germs that make you sneeze, cough 
or give you a cold may also weigh you down, literally. Bacteria, called AD 36 and AD 37 
frequently the cause of colds in people, have in several early studies been found to trigger 
obesity in animals. Here‟s how it may work. Food is only partially digested when it reaches 
your intestines. That‟s where the real work begins. As bacteria in your gut attacks the food so 
you can digest it easily. But some bacteria scientists say may break down fat too fast causing 
the fat to be stored faster than normal. Weight loss researcher Ken Fujilka is one of the first in 
the country to do a clinical trail that tests human blood for the fat germ. But, ads like these, 
say Weight Watchers ambassador Marlene Holloway aren‟t likely to include a test for germs 
anytime soon.  
 
News     05/21/07   5am   : 30 
 
Going for that second cup of coffee? This next story may wake you up! Chronic sleepiness 
may soon be up there with obesity as a risk factor for deadly diseases. New research hones 
in on the hazards brought on by Apnea, the night time breathing disorder that interrupts 
sleep. It‟s the most common sleep disorder obstructive sleep apnea, the hallmark symptoms, 
gasping and snoring at night. Chronic sleepiness during the day. The fallout, an increased 
risk of hazards and health problems. A University of British Columbia study of 1600 people 
finds people with apnea are not only twice as likely to have a car crash, but three to five times 
as likely to have a serious accident, as people without the disorder. The risk of heart attack, 
heart problems and death from any cause, goes up by 30 percent among apnea suffers, finds 
a five year Yale study of more than a thousand people. Apnea suffers are twice as likely to 
develop type two diabetes finds a second Yale study of nearly 600 people. Researchers note, 
apnea can be treated, a visit to a primary care specialist is a good first step.  
 
News    05/21/07   6am   : 30 
 
Just because a child appears and feels perfectly healthy doesn‟t necessarily mean they are, if 
they live with parents who smoke. That‟s according to a new study from the Netherlands 
where researchers studied 244 children without any history of respiratory problems. Some of 
their parents smoked, while others did not. They found children of smoking parents had 
significantly reduced lung function than the children of non-smokers. The decrease in lung 
function was similar to that seen in smokers. Also, being exposed to smoke after birth was 
found to be even more harmful than if the mother smoked during pregnancy.  



 
News     05/21/07   6am   : 30 
 
Staying away from cigarettes isn‟t the only thing a pregnant woman can do to help her child‟s 
respiratory health. New research shows the more apples a woman eats while pregnant, the 
less likely her children are to have asthma or breathing problems by the age of five. In the 
same study, researchers found pregnant women who ate fish once or more a week has 
children who were less likely to have eczema than children of mothers who never ate fish.  
 
News     05/21/07   6am   : 30 
 
A spotless house isn‟t necessarily the healthiest. Endo-toxins are produced by certain types 
of bacteria found in the home, and new research from the Arizona Respiratory Center shows 
they may protect against eczema and wheezing if kids are exposed to them by age 3. The 
higher the endotoxin levels in the house, the better the protection, according to this research 
of nearly 500 children. Endotoxins can be produced by bacteria found in house dust and in 
carpets.  
 
News     05/21/07   5pm   : 30 
 
New research shows that parents can increase the chance that their babies will be born with 
a healthy heart just by making healthy lifestyle choices. The American Heart Association 
stresses good pre natal care and recommends talking to your doctor. Prospective mothers 
should be checked for diabetes, rubella and influenza. They should also take a daily multi 
vitamin containing 400 micrograms of folic acid. The American Heart Association also 
recommends that future moms avoid contact with people who have the flu or other fever 
related illnesses.  
 
News     05/21/07   530pm  : 30 
 
It‟s being called the first of its kind. A new birth control pill that could stop a woman‟s 
menstrual cycle indefinitely. The FDA is expected to announce approval for Lybrel tomorrow. 
Analysts are predicting a tremendous demand. But, some are raising concerns about the long 
term safety of the drug.  
 
News     05/21/07   530pm  : 30 
 
May is national stroke awareness month. Many of us think only senior citizens suffer strokes. 
But a 20 year old Mount Holyoke college student dispelled that myth in Holyoke today. 
Marissa Arnold told four hundred Pioneer Valley stroke survivors how she became a victim of 
the cardiovascular disease last year. Marissa told the stroke survivors that doctors can‟t say 
why she suffered a stroke. But 41 year old stroke victim Jerome Irving of Springfield knows 
exactly what brought on his stroke. Well I think it was attributed somewhat to my high blood 
pressure, not taking my medication and I just made a change in occupation on a 3rd shift, not 
proper rest. Both of these stroke survivors say they‟ve made complete recoveries.  
 



News     05/22/07   6am   : 30 
 
A dose of Viagra could help shift workers and people on long flights whose circadian rhythms 
are skewed. In a study involving hamsters, researchers say Viagra helped the rodents 
recover from a jet lagged state 25 to 50 percent more quickly than normal. The drug 
apparently works by reducing the effect of a compound in the brain that regulates circadian 
rhythm.  
 
News     05/22/07   6am   : 30 
 
It‟s a familiar scene in any emergency room, when a patient is having trouble breathing, 
doctors put a mask over the patient and begin dispensing pure oxygen. It‟s long been 
considered the good standard, but a new look at how this affects patients brains could 
change all of that. A new study included MRI imaging of 14 children as they inhaled 100 
percent oxygen. Certain area of the brain responded to the oxygen by dumping hormones 
and other chemicals into the bloodstream, interfering with the heart‟s ability to pump blood. 
But mixing in a small amount of carbon monoxide to the oxygen reversed the harmful effect 
by helping to relax the blood vessels, allowing oxygen to reach the heart and brain.   
 
News     05/22/07   530pm  : 30 
 
Just an hour ago, the FDA approved the first ever birth control pill that allows women to get 
rid of their periods for good. Lybrel, the latest choice in contraception. Lybrel would eliminate 
periods and some PMS symptoms. By giving women a low dose of hormones every day. Not 
in 21 day cycles like traditional birth control pills. It‟s different than other new contraceptives. 
Seasonale reduces periods to about four a year. Yaz and Loestrin cut the duration of each 
period to about three days. Women and researchers have raised concerns that suppressing 
menstrual cycles for months or years on end is unnatural. Dr. Robert Barbieri says it‟s not. 
What about after Lybrel? In a trial of 187 patients, all but two got their regular periods back or 
became pregnant within three months of stopping the drug. But there‟s little data on Lybrel‟s 
long term effects. Almost one in five women who tested Lybrel experienced break through 
bleeding, trading predictable, but unwanted monthly cycles for more unpredictable and 
sporadic bleeding. Wyeth Pharmaceuticals, Lybrel‟s manufacturer, plans to start selling it in 
July, marketing first to doctors. The company has not announced what it will cost. 
 
News    05/22/07   11pm   : 30 
 
It is possible to live a normal life with asthma, as long as you manage your medication and 
above all, don‟t smoke. Nurses and doctors from Baystate Medical Center showed some 20 
Mason Center residents how to comfortably and safely live with asthma. A high percentage of 
the Pioneer Valley population has asthma. The experts say you don‟t just outgrow it. Asthma 
is considered one of Springfield‟s most serious childhood and adult illnesses. Asthma 
patients are urged not to smoke, avoid second hand smoke and take medications as 
prescribed and on time.  
 
News     05/23/07   6am   : 30 



 
Congenital heart defects form soon after conception often before women even know they‟re 
pregnant. Experts say women of childbearing age should first talk with their doctors, get 
checked for diabetes and make sure their rubella and flu immunizations are up to date. 
Women are also advised to review any medications, even over the counter drugs with their 
doctors. Second, take a daily multi vitamin with 400 micrograms of folic acid, which is critical 
to the normal growth and development of the fetus. They also recommend avoiding contact 
with people who have the flu or other fever related illnesses. Heart defects can develop under 
even the best pre-natal care, but experts say following these recommendations can greatly 
reduce the risk.   
 
 
News    05/23/07   6am   : 30 
 
Pregnant women who develop kidney stones could be at an 80 percent increased risk of 
going into labor early. That‟s according to a new study from the University of Washington. It‟s 
important to note, however, that the incidence of kidney stones in pregnancy was actually 
very low and that researchers found no connection between kidney stones and low birth 
weight or infant death. The risk for preterm delivery was the same regardless of whether 
women had them treated.  
 
News     05/23/07   6am   : 30 
 
Another study finds a link between sleep apnea and greater incidence of pregnancy induced 
diabetes and high blood pressure. Researchers analyzed data from all pregnancies 
associated with sleep apnea, gestational diabetes and high blood pressure nationwide in 
2003. They say the repetitive decrease in oxygen at night can lead to elevated blood 
pressure, and prompt the body to release certain hormones that decrease sensitivity to 
insulin. 
 
News    05/23/07   12pm   : 30 
 
Scientists are experimenting with new ways plastic could one day save lives. And the idea of 
plastic blood has gotten researchers hearts racing. Developed over the past five years, the 
University of Sheffield has created a polymer that is similar to the size and shape of natural 
hemoglobin. The water soluble material can be manufactured cheaply transported easily and 
doesn‟t require cool temperatures. Most importantly, it can be used by all blood types. And 
these attributes could make it perfect for emergency situations, like during natural disasters 
or in the battlefield. Although the science has been proven in small samples, the blood 
prototype has yet to be tested in a living being.  
 
News    05/23/07   11pm   : 30 
 
Aspirin may be an easy way people can lower their risk of colorectal cancer. A new study 
shows people who regularly take aspirin have a significantly lower risk for the disease, if their 
tumor has an above normal amount of the enzyme cox-2. Many colorectal cancers have cox-



2 which causes inflammation and over production of cells. Researchers found aspirin can 
lower the risk for colorectal cancer by blocking this enzyme however it did not work in 
patients whose tumor had low levels of cox-2.  
 
News     05/24/07   6am   : 30 
 
The University of Florida could someday help millions of Americans who suffer from color 
blindness. Scientists say they‟ve been able to use gene therapy to restore vision in mice with 
a form of hereditary blindness, called achromatopsia. The Disease affects about 1 in 30 
thousand Americans and results in nearly complete color blindness and extremely poor 
central vision. The study involved using a harmless virus to deliver normal genes to the mice 
and resulted in normal vision in nearly all of the mice within about 7 months.  
 
News     05/24/07   6am   : 30 
 
Cigarettes and marijuana appear to work together to boost the risk of developing respiratory 
problems. Researchers in Canada surveyed more than 600 adults and found that among 
people over age 40, smokers were two and half times as likely as non-smokers to develop 
chronic obstructive pulmonary disease. But smoking cigarettes and marijuana together 
increased that risk by a third.   
 
News    05/24/07   5pm   : 30 
 
You tired the diet that helped your neighbor drop fifteen pounds and the scale is still holding 
steady. The midnight trip to the fridge may be not the only reason. At the Duke Diet Center, 
one of the country‟s longest running weight management programs, menus are personalized. 
Hormonal differences, specifically how much insulin the body makes may be one reason. A 
small study of 73 overweight but otherwise healthy adults finds low glycemic load diets, that 
keep blood sugar levels steady, think whole grains instead of white bread, work much better 
than low fat eating plans which tend to be high in carbs, in people with high levels of insulin. 
The low glycemic load dieters also kept off more body fat. Researchers say the findings add 
to evidence that biology plays a role in diet success. You don‟t have to convince Ed Klein 
who is losing weight and controlling his diabetes on a low glycemic plan.  
 
News    05/24/07   5pm   : 30 
 
Gene therapy may someday help millions of Americans who suffer from color blindness. 
Scientists at the University of Florida say they‟ve been able to use gene therapy to restore 
vision in mice. The type of gene therapy used, targets cells essential for visual sharpness and 
color vision in people. About one in 30 thousand Americans have a form of hereditary 
blindness.  
 
News     05/25/07   6am   : 30 
 
Some sobering news about the harmful effects of drinking alcohol during pregnancy, new 
research shows it can increase a woman‟s risk for extreme pre-term delivery before 32 



weeks. A full term pregnancy is 40 weeks. Researchers followed over 3 thousand pregnant 
women and tracked their alcohol and drug use, then looked at their deliver date. Their 
findings showed alcohol and cocaine use were associated with a higher risk of extreme pre-
term delivery, with alcohol accounting for most.  
 
 
 
 
 
News    05/28/07   530pm  : 30 
 
Boston University is asking summer students to prove they‟ve been immunized against 
measles. Doctors think a 20 year old summer student from India may have the highly 
contagious viral illness. BU officials say she had not yet attended any classes.  
 
News    05/28/07   530pm  : 30 
 
Sunbathers beware, women in their twenties are getting melanoma at an alarming rate. In the 
past thirty years the rate at which women are coming down with melanoma has more than 
doubled. Melanoma, the most deadly form of skin cancers, is the leading cause of cancer 
deaths in women ages 25 to 29. According to the National Cancer Institute, in 2004 nearly 10 
in 100,000 women had melanoma. 22News spoke with some local women of all ages to see 
how they try to stay skin cancer free. Melanoma rates for men in their twenties rose from 3.3 
to 4 in 100,000 in the same 30 year span.  
 
News    05/28/07   530pm  : 30 
 
A simple blood test may one day predict who‟s at risk for Alzheimer‟s disease. Harvard 
Medical School researchers followed nearly 700 healthy elderly adults for seven years. Each 
participant underwent a blood test that looked for inflammation markers. They found 
participants with high levels of inflammation were twice as likely to develop Alzheimer‟s 
disease.  
 
News     05/28/07   530pm  : 30 
 
Drinking four or more cups a day of coffee could prevent gout in older men. Researchers 
followed over 45 thousand men for 12 years and kept track of their coffee intake. They think 
the key is coffee‟s ability to lower Uris acid levels. High uric acid levels can cause gout.  
 
News     05/29/07   6am   : 30 
 
Swapping out steak for soy may help women lower their blood pressure. In a new study 
researchers had 60 postmenopausal women follow a healthy diet however one group 
received 25 grams of their daily protein intake from soy nuts, rather than a non soy food. 
They found the women eating soy nuts had lower blood pressure levels at the end of the 
study. Also some women who had high cholesterol saw an improvement. Experts say adding 



soy nuts to a healthy diet may be an easy way to lower blood pressure but more studies are 
needed.  
 
News     05/29/07   6am   : 30 
 
Turns out milk really does a body good, according to the latest research. In a new study 
researchers examined the relationship between calcium and vitamin D intake and breast 
cancer. They found pre menopausal women who reported high intake of vitamin D and 
calcium, which could mean they had over 6 servings per day, had a lower risk for the 
disease.  
 
News     05/29/07   6am   : 30 
 
If you don‟t happen to have soy nuts or milk in the house, exercise can also keep your health 
in check. A review of over 25 studies found consistent exercise can improve levels of HDL, 
also known as good cholesterol. Researchers found people who exercised increased their 
HDL levels by over 2 milligrams compared to people who did not exercise.    
 
News    05/29/07   11pm   : 30 
 
The Centers for Disease Control has issued a warning to passengers on Trans Atlantic flights 
this month, after tests show a male traveler had an extremely drug resistant case of 
Tuberculosis. According to the Centers for Disease Control, it was the type of Tuberculosis 
known as X-D-R-T-B, rare and highly resistant to the first and even second line drug 
treatments, which warranted the quarantine order. Tuberculosis is spread from person to 
person through the air. TB usually affects the lungs, symptoms vary from no symptoms to 
feeling like you have the flu. Only 10 percent of people who are infected get sick. A skin test 
can detect infection, but more extensive tests are needed to diagnose active disease. While 
TB rates in the US have been falling, there has been world wide concern about the rise of 
drug resistant strains, cases of the highly resistant XDR-TB have been found in 37 countries 
so far, including the US, with 49 cases reported between 1993 and 2006.  
 
News     05/30/07   6am   : 30 
 
Strong bones could be an indicator of healthy eyes in older women. A study from the 
University of California, Los Angeles finds a link between bone mineral density and age 
related vision problems. The more dense a woman‟s bones are, the lower her risk of age 
related maculopathy, which can lead to vision loss. In the study of more than one thousand 
women, those with the greatest bone mineral density had a 34 percent lower risk of having 
age related maculopathy. Researchers are unsure of the reasons behind this apparent link.  
 
News    05/30/07   5pm   : 30 
 
The hunt is on for passengers of two transatlantic flights who may have been seated near a 
man now quarantined with a rare and deadly form of Tuberculosis. Health officials say the 
man had been advised not to fly and that he knew he could expose others when he boarded 



the jets from Atlanta to Paris, and later from Prague to Montreal. The man, however, has told 
the Atlanta Journal Constitution that doctors didn‟t order him not to fly and only suggested he 
put off his long planned wedding in Greece. Officials haven‟t given the patients name of age, 
though it is known he is from Georgia.  
 
News    05/30/07   5pm   : 30 
 
Now that this scary bacterial disease is back on the world news scene, how much do we here 
in Western Massachusetts know about Tuberculosis? For example, do you know you can be 
infected when someone with TB coughs in your direction? But according to Holyoke Medical 
Center‟s infectious control manager Carol Wojnarowski just 2 hundred people here in 
Massachusetts come with Tuberculosis each year. She credits the states control system for 
the relatively low number. The bad news is that no preventative medicine exists to protect 
you from getting this bacterial disease of the lungs that can be fatal. The more reassuring 
news is that should you come in contact with someone who has TB, the chances are just one 
in ten that he will infect you.  
 
News    05/30/07   530pm  : 30 
 
There‟s a bill before congress designed to prevent further medicare coverage restrictions on 
inpatient rehabilitation. Bill co-sponsor, Springfield congressman Richard Neal visited the 
Healthsouth Rehabilitation Hospital of Western Massachusetts in Ludlow to see the work 
being done there. Those receiving inpatient care say it is important. The congressional bill, 
called the preserving patient access to inpatient rehabilitation hospitals act of 2007, would 
change regulations that require a percentage of patients to have more than one medical 
condition to qualify for inpatient rehab care.  
 
News     05/30/07   530pm  : 30 
 
The American Medical Association is pairing up with sermo, a startup firm that encourages 
doctors to swap ideas online. Sermo will charge investment firms to view postings that could 
serve as tip offs to little known drug side effects and other market moving medical trends. 
Some doctors expressed skepticism that the nine month old service might advance medical 
safety. And a pharmaceutical industry group worries the service could spread as much rumor 
as fact.  
 
News    05/30/07   11pm   : 30 
 
Surgery‟s looking like an effective way to relieve back pain. Two studies that came out today 
looked at patients with severe back pain. Patients either underwent surgery or got physical 
therapy and medication for the pain. Researchers found in both studies that surgery relieved 
pain faster and lead to a speedier recovery. However, the patients that received physical 
therapy also experienced less pain than before.  
 
News    05/31/07   6am   : 30 
 



A little exercise can go a long way in maintaining muscle mass in the elderly. We generally 
lose muscle and grow more frail as we age, and experts say this is partially because older 
adults lose the ability to respond to insulin, which helps build muscle. And now, a small study 
of 13 people in their late 60‟s shows about 45 minutes of aerobic exercise such as fast 
walking can help restore insulin‟s muscle stimulating effect to levels comparable to those 
seen in young adults.  
 
News    05/31/07   6am   : 30 
 
It appears fiber could help lower the risk of colorectal cancer, but it depends on the source of 
the fiber. After analyzing data from more than 400 thousand people over age 50, researchers 
found no evidence that dietary fiber affected colorectal cancer risk. However, the study did 
show a diet high in whole grains appeared to lower the risk.  
 
News    05/31/07   6am   : 30 
 
Even though many families are planning for summer vacations, a lot of folks are still battling 
springtime allergies. The American Academy of Allergy, Asthma and Immunology offers 
these tips to make sure you don‟t spend a week at the beach cooped up in a hotel room. 
Travel early in the morning or in the evening when not as many people are out, and air quality 
is better. Try to get a hotel room away from indoor pools if you‟re allergic to mold. And make 
sure to pack injectable epinephrine if you have severe allergies.  
 
News     06/20/07   5am   :30 
 
The rate of HIV/AIDS cases among Latinos have reached epidemic proportions.  Now some 
local health organizations are trying to figure out what to do about it. At the first HIV/AIDS 
Summit in Holyoke, city health officials met with agencies that deal with HIV/AIDS to find 
ways to prevent and treat the disease among Latinos. Summit participants called for more 
education and federal support programs for free testing and free needle exchange programs.  
 
News     06/20/07   5am   :30  
 
Kids as young as 11 use performance enhancing drugs to boost their athletic prowess. 
according to a new study. In a study of 3,500 of kids and young teens in France, 1.2% of 11 
year olds admit to using drugs like Salbutamol and other stimulants and anabolic agents that 
had been banned under the World Anti-Doping Agency International Standard. By the age of 
15, the percentage of users increased 3%, and they were using them more regularly. Boys 
were much more likely to use than girls. 44% said they used them in order to help win 
sporting events. 
 
News    06/20/07   5am   :30  
 
 
 Drinking a  cup or two of coffee a day could help prevent, or at least delay, an involuntary 
muscle spasm of the eye called “primary late onset blepharospasm.” The condition starts out 



with uncontrolled blinking, but can spiral into a severe form in which patients are considered 
blind because they cannot keep their eyes open. Researchers in Italy found each additional 
cup of coffee consumed per day delayed onset of the spasms at least a year and a half.  
 
News     06/20/07  5am   :30 
 
Studies show that, developmentally disabled or severely mentally ill people are twice as likely 
to suffer preventable health conditions like diabetes or obesity. And now, they have a place to 
turn for help. A group called “Service-Net” held a celebration last night to officially open the 
new “Fit Together” Wellness Center in Hadley. The work-out and nutrition facility is open to 
the public, but “Fit Together” will focus mostly on supporting adults with severe mental illness 
of developmental disabilities. Some service providers say the facility is a welcome addition to 
their patients‟ treatment plan.  
 

 
News    06/20/07  5am   :30 
 
How safe is your sunscreen? A new study says many sun protection products don‟t make the 
grade. With skin cancer at an all-time high in this country, basking in the sun is coming at a 
higher price every year. Many sunbathers still don‟t protect their skin with a simple application 
of sunscreen. It turns out even the most cautious sun soakers might not be protecting their 
sin properly. A new study from the environmental working group claims five of six sunscreens 
inadequately block harmful rays or contain substances with significant safety issues. A local 
oncologist tells 22News which active ingredients are most effective. “It is said that Tynanium 
dioxide and zinc oxide has great protection to the sun and they don‟t have harmful 
ingredients.”  
 
News     06/20/07  5:30pm  :30 
 
A program that educates and counsels diabetics could lost state funding. 22News reporter 
Jackie Brousseau explains how hundred of local patients could be affected. Diabetic Damaris 
Lopez has lost 66 pounds and lowered her blood pressure since entering this self 
management diabetes program three years ago: “This was a lifesaver for me.” Patients of 
what is known as the “Breakfast Club” at the Holyoke Health Center learn how to make a 
healthier version of a ham and cheese rollup. The state funded CenterCare program teaches 
diabetics how to manage and prevent complications from the disease. Juan Flores has 
noticed a difference within a month: “I feel great, happy, before I feel not good.” But 
CenterCare is in danger of losing funding from the state. Last year, over $2 million was 
allocated for the program. This year, the House budgeted $500,000, but the Senate didn‟t 
include it in the budget at all. The executive director of the health center says without 
insurance to cover programs like CenterCare, it could up costing the state hundreds of 
thousands of dollars in medical care for diabetics.  
   

 
News    06/21/07  5am   :30 
 



The risk for stroke among middle age women is much higher than the risk among men of the 
same age. Researchers analyzed data from more than 17,000 US adults. They found the risk 
for stroke among women age 45 to 54 was double than that of men in the same age group. 
Women also saw a rapid increase in cholesterol and blood pressure when compared to men.  
 
News    06/21/07  12pm   :30 
 
Some promising research that could help save the eyesight of many premature babies. 
Researchers have found that a protein made by the body could be instrumental in treating 
babies with retinopathy of prematurity, a condition that can cause permanent blindness. 
When a baby‟s eyes are not able to fully develop in the womb, blood vessels can spread 
abnormally across the retina. But researchers found giving infants this protein can increase 
healthy blood vessels and prevent weaker blood vessels from growing. The hope is to 
prevent the disease by administering the protein to at-risk babies in the utero.  
 
News    06/21/07  12pm   :30 
 
While snoring may seem cute when it comes from a baby, it could be a symptom of a sleep-
related breathing disorder, which could be dangerous in preemies. Researchers studied 
surveys filled out by over 70 parents of preemies. They found 14% of the children snored 
twice a week, 8% snored more often. Researchers hope to identify the disorder early and 
treat it before any damage occurs.  
 
News    06/21/07  12pm   :30 
 
Family members visiting preemies may want to wash their hands before they go. Doctors say 
this simple can reduce the risk of hospital-acquired infections, like MRSA. Chinese 
researchers monitored visits by 123 families to pediatric intensive care units. Half of the 
families were exposed to posters illustrating hand-washing techniques. The other half were 
shown a hand-washing video. Those who watched the video were significantly more likely to 
follow through with washing their hands o\n subsequent visits.  
 
 News    06/21/07  12pm   :30 
 
Cutting edge technology at a Boston rehab facility is helping some patients learn to walk 
again. Austin Carr puts his best foot forward under the watchful eye of therapists and with 
some help from this high-tech machine called Lokomat. The 13 year old has cerebral palsy 
and the Lokomat helps him learn to walk in the most efficient way for his body. Dr. Donna 
Nimec notes, “As the children begin to feel what it feels like, the Lokomat gives them more 
control and more weight bearing through their feet so they can do more of the actions by 
themselves.” A computer program is specific to Austin‟s needs. He‟s been using the Lokomat 
three times a week for six weeks and his dad says he‟s already making strides: “He was 
struggling to walk and get some independence, and over the period of time he‟s gained a 
great deal of strength, a lot of confidence, and now he‟s actually walking a lot more 
independently and his balance is better.” And the doctors expect Austin to keep improving. 



For those who once thought walking independently was only a dream, thanks to the Lokomat, 
it‟s becoming a reality.  
   

News    06/21/07   5pm   :30 
 
Many people believe in these common diet myths: never eat after 8pm, carbs make you fatter 
than protein, and ignore the scale. However, one Pennsylvania obesity researcher says the 
opposite. 22News registered dietitian Nancy Dells has the details on tonight‟s Food for 
Thought. You‟ve probably tried at least one fad diet. And you‟re not alone. More than 70 
million Americans are currently on a diet. But there‟s a lot of myths out there. Number 1, don‟t 
eat after 8pm. According to Temple University researcher Gary Foster, calories don‟t know 
what time it is: “There‟s nothing magical or mysterious when calories go into the body, how 
they process them. It‟s really about how much energy goes in over 24 hours and how much 
energy is burned over 24 hours.” Number 2, eat a big breakfast when you wake up to boost 
metabolism. Dr. Gary notes, “It tends to be a very small increase and a very short-lived one.” 
What to do? Eat a small breakfast and eat often so you don‟t overindulge throughout the day.  
Number 3, carbs make you fat. It‟s calories that truly make you fat, whether they come from 
carbs, fat, or protein. You also don‟t get fiber from most processed carbs, for example white 
instead of whole grain pasta, so you may not feel as full. Number 4, ignore the scale. 
Research shows people who weigh themselves daily do better at keeping the pounds off. 
And number 5, if you exercise you can eat whatever you want. You actually need to burn 
3,500 calories to lose just one pound of fat. And by knowing the facts, hopefully you‟ll be able 
to keep the weight off.  
 
 
News    06/22/07   5am   :30 
 
A life long habit of eating a lot of fish and other foods rich in omega-3 fatty acids could be the 
key to surviving prostate cancer for some men. The new research from Wake Forest 
University was done using mice genetically engineered to develop prostate cancer. Scientists 
fed mice a diet high in omega-3 fatty acids and from birth they had smaller tumors which 
grew more slowly than those in mice without the special diet. The mice on omega-3‟s lived 
longer.  
 

 
News    06/22/07   6am   :30 
 
A small study on a gene vaccine for Parkinson‟s may make a large splash in disease 
treatment. Researchers inject genetic information directly into the brains of 12 Parkinson‟s 
patients. The injected genes are designed to block cells altered by the disease. The study 
was done to demonstrate safety which it did. There were no side effects related to the 
vaccine. However, the researchers also found that patients saw reduced symptoms, and 
scans showed improved brain metabolism. The study was sponsored by vaccine maker 
Neurologix. Experts caution many more studies need to be done, and other treatment 
methods already approved by the FDA can provide similar results.  
 
News    06/22/07   6am   :30 



 
Researchers at Massachusetts General Hospital have identified an enzyme related to 
Parkinson‟s disease that might serve as the drug target in the future. By studying fruit flies 
and cell cultures they found the enzyme could protect brain cells damaged by Parkinson‟s 
disease. Now they plan to conduct animal and human studies to confirm the role of the 
enzyme with drug developments to follow.  
 
News    06/22/07   6am   :30 
 
A simple blood test may be able to predict who will not develop Parkinson‟s. In a recent study 
researchers measured levels of urate, an antioxidant found in the blood from over 18,000 
men. They found the men with the most urate in their blood had an over 40% reduced chance 
of developing the disease compared to men with the least.  
 
   
News    06/25/07   6am   :30 
 
 
What you put in your body has a significant impact on how it functions. New studies show just 
the importance of a healthy diet on supplements. A new study out of the University of 
Connecticut found taking Echinacea can cut the chances of catching a cold by over 50%. 
Researchers reviewed 14 studies on the use of Echinacea for cold relief and prevention. 
They found the supplements could prevent the natural catching of a cold by over 60%, but if a 
patient already had cold-causing germs, the prevention rate dropped to 35%.  
   
 
News    06/25/07   6am   :30 
 
 
Another supplement could help protect our eyes from deteriorating. Researchers studied the 
effects of omega-3 fatty acids, specifically EPA and DHA derived from fish, on blood vessels 
in the eyes of mice with retinopathy. Retinopathy is a disease found in premature babies 
where the blood vessels in the retinas increase excessively, sometimes leading to bleeding 
or scarring. The mice in this study that had higher amounts of omega-3 fatty acids had a 50% 
reduction in retinopathy symptoms.  
 
 
News    06/25/07   6am   :30 
 
 
A plate full of potatoes may boost your immune system and keep your stomach healthy. 
Researchers studies pigs that had been fed raw potato starch, and found they had healthier 
bowels and less white blood cells, indicators of infection, when compared to pigs not fed 
according to this diet. They say the food fed to the pigs is similar to what a human would eat 
on a high starch diet. 
 



 
 
News    06/25/07   6am   :30 
 
A new study indicates a dangerous, drug-resistant staph germ may infect up to 5% of hospital 
and nursing home patients. The survey by the Association for Professionals in Infection 
Control and Epidemiology shows at least 30,000 hospital patients in the US may have the 
superbug at any time. That‟s about ten times the rate some health officials previously 
estimated. Federal health officials haven‟t commented on the findings of the new report but 
an epidemiologist at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention calls the drug-resistant 
staph germ “a huge problem.”  
 
 
News    06/26/07   5am   :30 
 
Taking common anti-depressants may take a toll on your bones! In two separate studies, 
researchers looked at the relationship between SSRI‟s, a common type of anti-depressant, 
and bone loss. The study in post-menopausal women found those taking this type of anti-
depressant had more bone loss in their hip than women taking other types of medication or 
none at all. A study of nearly 6,000 older men found similar results. Men taking SSRI‟s had 
more bone loss in their hip and spine than those no taking the drugs.   
 
 
News    06/26/07   5am   :30 
 
Top US doctors are deciding whether to classify excessive video game playing as an 
addiction. The American Medical Association is meeting in Chicago on several topics, one 
being video game obsession, defined as more than two hours of gaming a day. Doctors say 
they are seeing more patients whose lives are ruined because of excessive gambling, much 
like the way they are ruined by drugs, alcohol, and gambling.  
 

 
News    06/26/07   5am   :30 
 
The risk for cardiovascular disease could increase with chronic use of methamphetamine, 
according to a new study in lab animals. Scientists from the Scripps Research Institute say 
long term meth abuse can lead to increased levels of proteins involved in immune responses 
and possible inflammation of blood vessels. An estimated 10 million Americans over age 12 
say they‟ve used meth at least once.  
 
 
 
 
News    06/26/07   12pm   :30 
 
In health news this afternoon, a new study by the Journal of the American Medical 
Association found that race plays a part in what type of diabetes a child is diagnosed with. 



Each year in the US, about 15,000 kids are diagnosed with type 2, Researchers studied more 
than 2,500 children and teens from across the country who were newly diagnosed with 
diabetes. Dr. Dana Dabelea of University of Colorado School of Medicine was part of the 
nationwide research group. She notes, “We found that type 1 diabetes is very, very common 
in all racial ethnic group, but especially in white kids. Type 2 used to be called adult onset 
diabetes and did not used to occur in children. However, we are now seeing type 2 diabetes 
at younger and younger ages.” Type 2 is commonly associate with obesity. Dr. Dabelea says 
cutting calories, eating healthy foods, and exercising regularly can help prevent type 2 
diabetes. But unfortunately for type 1 diabetes, there is no current prevention, because 
researchers have yet to determine a cause.  
  

 

 

 
News    06/26/07   12pm   :30 
 
When it comes to getting overweight children on an effective weight management program, a 
new study suggests involving the whole family works better than individual counseling at an 
obesity clinic. Yale researchers say a family-based program designed for inner-city kids was 
better at reducing body mass index, body fat, and total cholesterol. While the kids in the 
specialized weight management group stayed about the same weight over a year, kids who 
received counseling therapy actually gained weight.  
 
 
News    06/27/07   5am   :30 
 
 
The mercury is soaring, making for potentially dangerous conditions for all of us, adults and 
kids alike. With temperature highs in the 90s and high humidity, this sultry weather is making 
people uncomfortable. Dr. Rakesh Tuladi says these conditions aren‟t only unpleasant, they 
are also life threatening. Dr. Tuladi notes that summer brings in an influx of patients into the 
ER suffering from heat cramps, heat stroke, heat exhaustion, and dehydration. The elderly 
and young children especially need more attention. Staying hydrated with water or a sports 
drink is recommended and avoid caffeine and alcohol which will make you more prone to 
summer related illnesses. Whether you are walking your dog, shooting hoops, or riding a 
bike, make sure to wear light-weight, light-colored, loose-fitting clothing with a hat and slather 
on some sunscreen.  
  

News    06/27/07   5am   :30 
 
A treatment for lung cancer might be in your backyard! Previous studies have shown a 
compound in the bark of the Lapacho tree has anti-cancer properties. In the most recent 
study, researchers used human lung tumor cells to determine how the compound works. 
They were able to identify the mechanism behind the compound‟s anti-cancer punch and are 
close to developing drug therapies.   
 
News    06/27/07   5am   :30 



 
If you‟re thinking of getting a colonoscopy, schedule it for the morning rather than the 
afternoon. The unpleasant, but necessary, preparation for having a colonoscopy usually 
beings the night before the procedure, when patients must purge so doctors can have a clear 
view of the bowl. After reviewing more than 6,000 colonoscopies, researchers at the Mayo 
Clinic say doing the prep work as close to the procedure as possible gives doctors a better 
opportunity to traverse the entire bowel.  
 
News    06/27/07   12pm   :30 
 
Add one serving of whole grain to your daily diet, and you might be able to ward off heart 
disease and strokes. In a new study out by the American Journal of Clinical Nutrition, it has 
been proven that people who eat a great amount of whole grains have stronger hearts. 
Researcher followed a multi-ethnic group of 1,200 people for five years. Those with the 
largest amount of whole grains in their diets had the thinnest carotid artery walls, the artery 
that supplies blood to your brain. They also had the least amount of hardening of the arteries.  
 
News    06/27/06   5:30pm  :30 
 
Two reports released today might help ease the minds of mothers-to-be who are suffering 
with depression but are afraid to take medications due to the risk of rare birth defects. The 
two studies suggest the use of anti-depressants called SSRI‟s is safe during the first trimester 
of pregnancy. The studies do note a less than one percent risk of rare heart defects with 
certain medications. Depression during pregnancy is common, affecting an estimated 10 to 
20% of women. 
 
News    06/27/07   5:30pm  :30 
 
Parents may find excessive video-gaming a problem, but doctors aren‟t ready to officially call 
it an “addiction.” The American Medical Association says they will refer the matter to the 
American Psychiatric Association for further review. The AMA finds that more than five million 
kids engage in excessive video game playing. 
 
News    06/29/07   5am   :30 
 
A report in the Journal of the American Medical Association shows the number of unhealthy 
kids is on the rise. It reveals that the number of children with chronic illnesses has quadrupled 
since the time when some their parents are children. The chief of pediatrics at Baystate 
Medical Center blames the sedentary lifestyle many kids have. The most common chronic 
illnesses in children are asthma and obesity. The study also shows that a jump in the number 
of attention deficit disorder cases is pushing the increase.  
 
News    06/29/07   5am   :30 
 
A new study compares the side effects of drugs used to hold off pre-term labor. Pregnant 
women who go into labor before 37 weeks gestation generally receive either magnesium 



sulfate or nifedipine to delay delivery for at least 48 hours. After randomly giving 192 women 
either drug, researchers at Stanford University say both drugs were similar in their 
effectiveness. But two-thirds of the women on magnesium sulfate experienced unpleasant 
side effects, such as shortness of breath and fluid build-up in the lungs. One-third of the 
women on nifedipine had side effects, such as headaches. Researchers say magnesium 
sulfate continues to be an appropriate treatment, but that doctors may want to weigh the side 
effects.  
 

News    06/29/07   5am   :30 
 
People who drink moderate amount of alcohol are more likely to say their health is better than 
light or heavy drinkers and people who have never had a drop of alcohol in their whole lives. 
The study of more than 31,000 adults defined “moderate drinking” as four to 14 drinks a week 
for men, and four to seven drinks for women.  
 
News    06/29/07   5:30pm  :30 
 
The World Health Organization has a warning for people who plan to take long flights this 
summer. The agency says passengers should exercise their legs regularly to reduce the risk 
of potentially deadly blood clots. It‟s a condition known as “deep vein thrombosis” or DVT. 
Blood clots generally form in the legs, but can travel to the lungs if left untreated. The risk 
increases after four hours of travel.  
 
 



The following is WWLP programming addressing Jobs during 
the 2nd quarter of 2007.  These issues were addressed through 
our locally produced news programming. 
___________________________________________________________ 

 

News    04/06/07   5am   : 30 
 
Hundreds of men and women expressed their love for teaching yesterday at a Springfield 
School Department job fair. They came with resumes in hand and hope in their hearts to land 
one of the 7 hundred available teaching jobs next fall in a school system that employees 
some 2700 teachers. English, science and math teachers are most in demand and applicants 
who came to apply from as far away as Ohio, make no secret of their qualifications. One 
veteran observer tells 22News she can‟t remember a school department job fair attracting 
this many applicants. Now it‟s all a question of timing. Those doing the hiring have to make 
their choices quickly or good applicants will take a job somewhere else. These prospective 
teachers, willing to match their qualifications against any other applicants, will now be waiting 
on pins and needles for that acceptance letter in the mail.   
 
News     04/06/07   5pm   : 30 
 
The state is taking steps to stem a wave of inner city violence. Governor Deval Patrick is 
promising five point four million dollars to help at risk teens in Massachusetts land summer 
jobs. More than one third of that money will go to Boston.  
 
News     04/06/07   530pm  : 30 
 
Stronger than expected numbers in the March unemployment rate. The unemployment rate 
dropped to a five month low of four point four percent. Payrolls expanded by 180 thousand 
jobs. Job gains were seen in construction, retail, education, and health care. Manufacturing 
saw a loss of 16 thousand jobs. The news comes amid recent reports indicating slowing 
economic growth in the face of a troubled housing market.  
 
News     04/07/07   6am   : 30 
 
Some hopeful news for soon to be college graduates. The job market showed improvement 
last month, with unemployment reaching a five year low. The Labor Department reports the 
economy added 180 thousand jobs in March, sending the unemployment rate down to four 
point four percent. More companies increased hiring and bumped up salaries for employees 
as well. Jobs were especially plentiful in the health care and retail industries while auto, 
textile and clothing factory workers saw job cuts for the ninth straight month.   
 
News    04/11/07   5pm   : 30 
 
The nation‟s largest financial institute will eliminate thousands of jobs as part of a company 
wide restructuring aimed at reducing costs and improving profits. Citigroup announced today 



that over 16 thousand of the bank‟s 327 thousand employees will lose their jobs. The New 
York based bank says workforce reduction plus previously announced information technology 
savings will save the institution more than 10 billion dollars over the next three years. 
Citigroup is set to release its first quarter earnings next week.  
 
News     04/11/07   530pm  : 30 
 
Hundreds of college students had a chance to take the temperature of the local job market 
today. It‟s not always easy to land that first job after graduating from college. But some of 
these students are determined to get one. More than 500 local college students attended this 
year‟s job fair at Springfield College. The event is sponsored by eight colleges in the greater 
Springfield area. Students got a chance to meet with more than 100 national and regional 
recruiters. Regional or national, many of these employers are looking for the same thing. We 
look for someone knowledgeable and very personable with people. So where should students 
look for jobs? Career counselors here say there are many job opportunities in health science, 
human services, business and education. 
 
News     04/19/07   5am   : 30 
 
There is a large job fair going on today that could help your teen make some money this 
summer. Career Point is putting on its annuals young adult job fair. A number of local 
businesses will be offering information about job openings, including Big Y, Elegant Affairs, 
Six Flags and the YMCA of Greater Springfield. It‟s being held at Career Point at 850 High 
Street in Holyoke. The job fair opens at nine and should wrap up around 1 this afternoon.   
 
News    04/19/07   530pm  : 30 
 
Last month, there was a big drop in Massachusetts unemployment rate. The state jobless 
rate dropped nearly a full point from 5 point 3 percent in February to 4 point 4 percent in 
March. That‟s the lowest rate in Massachusetts in more than five years. Right now, it‟s not 
clear whether the March numbers represent a statistical blip to signal a turnaround in the 
state‟s economy.  
 
News     04/20/07   5am   : 30 
 
And class of ‟07 graduates who are pursuing their first job after school might want to look 
westward. A survey done by the national association of colleges and employers says 
employee hiring by companies will be up 17 point 4 percent over last year. And the survey 
says the hottest market looks to be Las Vegas. The area ranks first in employment growth 
and is growing at 4 point 2 percent a year, three and a half times the national average.  
 
News    04/26/07   5pm   : 30 
 
150 people in Franklin County will be out of a job this July after a factory is slated to close its 
doors. Employees were told yesterday that the Thomas & Betts Corporation in Orange will 
move its operation to Portland, Tennessee. The facility on Dukakis Drive manufactures 



plastic cable ties for electrical wire installations that are shipped around the world. The 
company says the change will streamline operations and improve productivity. Full time 
employees will be offered severance based on years of service. Production ends July 15th. In 
a statement released to 22News from Tim Coates, Vice President of operations, he says: 
quote: The decision to close a facility is never made lightly, he goes on, we considered many 
factors, including the high cost of doing business in this region and the availability of labor.  
 
News     04/27/07   5am   : 30 
 
Wal-Mart is reportedly cutting three thousand jobs at its Sam‟s Club stores. According to the 
Wall Street Journal, three thousand salaried manager positions will be consolidated at Sam‟s 
Club stores across the country. The company says they will be offering severance packages 
to some of the affected managers. There is no word on how many people will actually loose 
their jobs.  
 
News     04/27/07   12pm   : 30 
 
And job loss in Connecticut as well. The Hershey Company says it‟s closing its Peter Paul 
Candy Factory in Naugatuck. The factory employs about 200 people making mounds and 
almond joy candy bars. A spokesman says closing it is part of a wider move to cut labor and 
material costs. About 150 jobs will move by the end of the year to a plant in Stuarts Draft, 
Virginia, where the candy will still be manufactured.  
 
News    04/27/07   12pm   : 30 
 
Looking for a new job? Try US Airways. The airline carrier is adding one thousand jobs in an 
effort to boost customer service. Among the new hires, some 80 people will have newly 
created positions at hubs in Philadelphia, Charlotte, Boston and Washington, DC. They‟ll be 
monitoring flight schedules and helping passengers with connections.  
 
News     04/27/07   530pm  : 30 
 
If you‟re looking for a summer job, MCDI in Springfield might be able to help. Executive 
director, Tim Sneed recommends MCDI Point for young people itching to get their feet wet in 
the job market. The young program provides educational tips and tools for career oriented 
people to start their professional life. Sneed says once your hired, the focus should be on 
keeping the job. Career advancement is the next considerations.  
 
News     05/02/07   6am   : 30 
 
Another step in Mississippi‟s post Katrina recovery takes place today. This Hard Rock Café in 
Biloxi, torn into pieces by Katrina, will reopen in July. Today the owners hold a job fair to staff 
the hotel and casino. There are 1,300 open positions that management‟s looking to fill and 
they expect up to 5,000 people to apply.  
 
News     05/02/07   6pm   : 30 



 
Changes at Brightside for Families and Children in the form of job cuts. The West Springfield 
agency announced the job cuts today. Sisters of Province Health Systems spokesman, Mark 
Fulco tells 22News that 27 full time Brightside employees were told of the job cuts. Fulco 
says some of those workers were offered re-assignment of other programs, and they‟re 
checking on other available positions in the system. Fulco adds that demand for services has 
dropped and Brightside serves fewer children than in past years. It‟s not clear how many of 
the workers will be leaving, depending on job re-assignments. Brightside has about 250 full 
time and part time employees. The people that were spoken to today were both in 
management and non-management positions.  
 
News     05/02/07   11pm   : 30 
 
New since 6 tonight, 100 thousand new jobs. That‟s the governor‟s goal for his 4 year in 
office. That employment effort got a boost today as Deval Patrick attended a groundbreaking 
at the former Fort Devens. A drug maker is building a 750 million dollar biotechnology plant 
that will create 350 jobs. Massachusetts hit its employment peak in 2001, when it had about 3 
point 2 million jobs, but by the end of 2003, 205 thousand positions had been lost. Patrick‟s 
staff estimates that projects in the pipeline have the potential to create 27 thousand new jobs.  
 
News    05/07/07   5am   : 30 
 
Northampton‟s public school system must cut eleven full time positions to make up for a 776 
thousand dollar shortfall in its annual budget. Superintendent Isabelina Rodriguez Babcock 
says the cutbacks include four full time teacher positions as well as teachers‟ aides and 
clerical positions. Babcock says the loss of staff at the high school means a decrease in the 
number of honors and advanced placement courses. Babcock is also cutting 150 thousand 
dollars in her own office by eliminating her receptionist and cutting staff in the payrolls and 
school choice department.  
 
News     05/08/07   6am   : 30 
 
The pursuit of baby boomer happiness may well depend on the happiness of Hispanic‟s in 
the United States. As boomers age and the domestic birth rate continues to fall, immigrants 
and their children will have to fill the work force. That means that both groups futures are tied 
to each other, and employers may have to attract more immigrants to fill the gap between 
retirees and a growing number of jobs. Some sat education for Hispanic workers is what will 
ensure a skilled work force in the future. 
 
News    05/08/07   5pm   : 30 
 
More than a dozen people are vying to become the next executive director of the Springfield 
Parking Authority. The parking authority oversees public parking in the city. So far, 17 people 
have applied for the job that has been unfilled full time for more than four years. The salary 
has not been set. The authority board voted to void the contract of former director Kathleen 



Pellegrino in January 2003. Authority board chairman Mark Draper hopes the board will make 
a final selection and offer by the end of the month.  
 
News     05/13/07   6pm   : 30 
 
Hamilton Standard, the Windsor Locks, Connecticut Aerospace manufacturer where many 
Western Massachusetts men and women work, has reached a contract agreement with the 
machinists union. Hamilton Standard workers are well known for making astronaut space 
suits for NASA. The Associated Press reports agreement for a three year contract effecting 
1200 employees at the Windsor Locks faculty. The subsidiary of United Technologies has 
been strike free for the past forty seven years. 
 
News     05/17/07   530pm  : 30 
 
More people are out of work in Massachusetts these days. The state‟s unemployment rate 
jumped to four point six percent in April, a month after posting its lowest level in five years. A 
survey of employers in April found a decrease of 19 hundred jobs across the Bay State.  
 
News     05/18/07   6am   : 30 
 
Potential workers might look more to specialized job web sites instead of the big ones like 
Monster or Career Builders. Experts recommend three ways of identifying job sites that 
appeal to your field. One, visit trade groups and professional societies online. Make sure you 
look at job board lists like top jobsites. com. And use search engines to type in your area of 
expertise. Experts say companies are using the niche sites to draw fewer, but more targeted 
recruits.  
 
News    05/19/07   6am   : 30 
 
General Electric is close to selling its plastics division to the biggest industrial company in 
Saudi Arabia. The deal for GE Plastics to Saudi Basic Industries is said to be worth almost 
eleven billion dollars. GE Plastics makes everyday items from bottles, food and beverage 
packaging to grocery bags and car parts. In fact, NBC is owned by General Electric.   
 
News    05/21/07   6am   : 30 
 
This year‟s batch of college graduates faces one of the best job markets in years, according 
to the National Association of Colleges and Employers. A new study survey finds that 
employers plan to hire 20 percent more new graduates than last year, with some companies 
even enticing these 20 something‟s with job perks like flat screen TV‟s and signing bonuses. 
Especially hot right now are business, engineering and computer majors. And with the 
increase in demand comes increases in pay, especially for those with a marketing degree.   
 
News     05/22/07   530pm  : 30 
 



If you‟re a teen looking for a job in Franklin County or anywhere in Western Massachusetts, 
most likely the job search isn‟t going so well. Some analysts are comparing the job market for 
teens to that of the depression era. The number of teenagers in the Baystate who work 
during high school has fallen 13 percentage points in seven years. That‟s in part due to the 
unemployment rates in the state in Franklin County it‟s around 4.5 percent overall. The 
Franklin Career Center in Greenfield is an employment outlet for teens and adults. To put the 
times in perspective, the center used to place about 400 people in non-profit paying jobs 
several years ago, now there are only 35 of those positions available. A study conducted by 
Northeastern University in Boston, shows that 57 percent of teenagers were working in 1999, 
that number has now dipped to 44 percent. Those at the Career Center say that could be due 
to the labor market hiring more skillful people. The minimum working age in Massachusetts is 
14 years old. And the Hampshire/Franklin Career Center has offices both in Northampton and 
Greenfield.  
 
News    05/23/07   12pm   : 30 
 
Today‟s career fair at the Martin Luther King Community Center may have already started but 
there‟s still time to get down there. The fair will last until 2 this afternoon at 3 Rutland Street in 
Springfield. 22News spoke this morning to the director of the center Denise Stewart who had 
some good advice for those attending. She says come dressed for success, bring a resume 
or if you don‟t have one, a written list of skills and volunteer work you‟ve done. But most 
importantly be sure to bring a good attitude. Stewart says the city of Springfield will be looking 
to fill 40 positions today. This is the centers fourth annual career fair.   
 
News    05/23/07   11pm   : 30 
 
Don‟t call them grease monkeys. There‟s a shortage of automobile technicians and 
dealerships are rolling out the red carpet for job candidates. Fathers and Sons hosted a 
future tech event with United Technical Institute in West Springfield. Rather than run ads in 
the newspaper, they‟re trying to hire applicants directly from technical schools. They stress 
that automotive technician isn‟t just a job, it‟s a career. The US Department of Labor 
anticipates a growth rate of 15 percent in the automotive technician industry. There are 
frequently fewer qualified applicants than openings available in this field.  
 
News     05/24/07   5pm   : 30 
 
Companies are being sought to provide 800 greater Springfield teens with summer jobs. A 
news conference was held in Chicopee this morning to draw attention to the need for 
employers to take part in the youth summer jobs campaign. The campaign is being 
coordinated by the regional employment board of Hampden County. One teen says a 
summer job has meant a lot to her. Now an employer who might want to provide a job to a 
teen can call Future Works in Springfield at 858-2818 or Career Point in Holyoke at 4900 X 
150.  
 
News     05/25/07   6am   : 30 
 



It‟s the first minimum wage increase in almost a decade. Congress has approved a bill raising 
the minimum wage from five dollars, 15 cents an hour to seven dollars, 25 cents. The 
increase will happen in stages over two years.  
 
News    06/20/07   5pm   :30 
 
Imagine facing humiliation each day in search of work. A 26 year old Springfield man say 
drivers insult him and his wife every day as they appeal for work at a busy Holyoke 
intersection. As 22News reporter Sy Becker tells us, many drivers simply refuse to accept 
them at face value. Jeff Butterfield and his wife have become fixtures at Holyoke Street and 
Lower Westfield Road near the Holyoke Mall. Their bad luck has been spiraling out of control 
since he was injured working for a drywall company. They couldn‟t pay the rent, and they‟ve 
been mostly living out of their car for the past two months. He says, “Sometimes people will 
stop and give me work. It‟s never really permanent, though people will stop and give me a 
job. „Get a job!‟ people will yell like that.” Why would he put up with such verbal abuse? Why 
not try to get work through an employment office? Drivers 22News spoke with say their 
compassion has been tempered with caution and skepticism. One driver remarks, “You know 
you want to this the best of people, that they‟re genuine. You want to help other people but 
unfortunately there are some people that are scam artists.” Butterfield blames his plight on 
the vicious cycle, that being homeless, he can‟t give potential employees his address. And 
without that, it‟s even more difficult finding work. 
 
News    06/22/07   6am   :30 
 
The Labor Department says there were 324,000 unemployment claims last week. That‟s up 
10,000 over the previous week and the highest level since mid-April. Analysts say the rise 
was unexpected. Even so, analysts say the labor market remains strong despite a year long 
economic slowdown. Overall growth of the economy was 0.6% in the first quarter, the 
weakest rate in four years.  
 
News    06/27/06   5:30pm  :30 
 
People are writing fewer checks which means fewer workers are needed to process them. 
The Federal Reserve says it will consolidate check processing operations. This involves 
cutting the number of federal employees who process checks by more than half. Officials say 
more people use credit cards and debit cards now to make purchases and pay bills.  
 
 



The following is WWLP programming addressing Smoking 
during the 2nd quarter of 2007.  These issues were addressed 
through our locally produced news programming. 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
News     04/04/07   530pm  : 30 
 
Regardless of all of the research on why pregnant women should not smoke, some still do it 
anyway. A new study from the National Institutes of Health may help us understand why. Out 
of a sample of 15 hundred pregnant women across the US, 21.7 percent smoked cigarettes. 
57 percent of those women were addicted to nicotine. Women with nicotine dependence 
were also more likely to have at least one mental disorder, such as depression and panic 
disorder.  
 
News     04/04/07   530pm  : 30 
 
And just being around cigarette smoke might contribute to bone loss for people suffering from 
gum disease. The latest published research on the subject was done using lab rats in Brazil. 
Researchers say rats that had periodontitis and were exposed to cigarette smoke had more 
bone loss than rats that weren‟t exposed to smoke. The loss was significant even for light 
cigarettes.  
 
News     04/05/07   5pm   : 30 
 
Could what you eat help or hinder you in your attempts to quit smoking. Duke University 
researchers surveyed more than 200 smokers. They found that milk, water, fruits and 
vegetables worsened the taste of cigarettes. On the other hand, alcohol, coffee, and meat 
enhanced the taste. Researchers say this information could lead to the development of a 
gum or lozenges to help make cigarettes less appetizing.   
 
News     04/11/07   5pm   : 30 
 
A new report says more cigarettes were sold in the Bay State last year. A study by the 
campaign for tobacco free kids shows a 3 point 2 percent increase in cigarette sales. That 
number is still below the national average. The manager at Cabot Liquors in Chicopee says 
they‟ve seen a 400 to 600 dollar increase in cigarette sales a week. Anti-tobacco activities 
blame the increase on the elimination of state funds for tobacco prevention programs.    
 
News    05/01/07   6am   : 30 
 
The negative effects of cigarette exposure on a child‟s health don‟t stop after the child is born, 
and according to a report released last year by the surgeon general, as many as  60 percent 
of American kids are exposed to cigarette smoke regularly. A new survey from Temple 
University shows many doctors aren‟t getting the training necessary to educate parents about 



second hand smoke. 93 percent of physicians said they received less than 2 hours of 
smoking cessation training during their residency.  
 
News     05/02/07   6am   : 30 
 
A different kind of air pollution, secondhand smoke, could increase a person‟s risk for 
dementia. Researchers at the University of California-Berkley studied nearly 500 people over 
age 65 who had no dementia and had never smoked. Even though they were non-smokers, 
those who had been exposed to secondhand smoke for more than 30 years during their 
lifetime were about 30 percent more likely to develop dementia.  
 
News     05/10/07   530pm  : 30 
 
People trying to quit smoking may want to say a little prayer for help. Most nicotine treatment 
programs exclude religion. But a survey of smokers found nearly 80 percent believed spiritual 
resources might help them quit. Researchers are encouraging doctors and therapists to 
include religion when discussing support options for people attempting to kick the habit.   
 
News    05/12/07   6am   : 30 
 
The people who rate movies have just announced “smoking” is joining the list of things calling 
for a film to be R rated. The motion picture association says from now on movie raters will 
consider, quote: depictions that glamorize smoking or movies featuring pervasive smoking 
outside of a historic context. In a Dartmouth Medical study, researchers looked at 534 recent 
box office hits, many rated PG13 and 74 percent of them showed people smoking. In a 
separate study, Dartmouth researchers found, 52 percent of teenagers who start smoking, 
say they do it because they see it in movies.  
 
News    05/15/07   5am   : 30 
 
Smokers at Cooley Dickinson Hospital are going to have to go a little farther to find a place to 
light up. Smoking has been banned inside the hospital since the 1980‟s, but now outside 
smoking is being limited. And it will be banned on the entire hospital campus in November. 
For now, smokers can go to a shelter outside the emergency room, and employees can also 
use an enclosed trailer. The policy will also apply to Cooley Dickinson‟s facilities in Amherst, 
Easthampton, Florence and Deerfield.  
 
News     05/15/07   5pm   : 30 
 
One area hospital is one step closer to becoming smoke free. Like many other area hospitals 
Cooley Dickinson in Northampton is looking to make the move to smoke free. But hospital 
administrators understand the change it‟s won‟t happen overnight. As of Monday people who 
choose to smoke while on the campus of Cooley Dickinson Hospital will be asked to do so 
inside one to two smoking shelters. This is part of a bigger picture the facility has to be 
completely smoke free. Hospital administration says it‟s not about being anti smoking but 
about creating a healthy environment on the hospital campus. And it‟s that reason they 



decided to not go cold turkey. In addition to the phased approach to the physical changes the 
hospital will also make smoking sensation programs available free of cost to its employees. 
The full change over to smoke free will start on November 15th, the same day as the 
American Smoke Society‟s Great American Smoke Out.  
 
News    05/16/07   530pm  : 30 
 
Smokers who switch to low tar or light cigarettes thinking they‟re reducing some of the 
harmful effects of smoking may be making a big mistake. A small study from Turkey 
compared the effects of smoking regular and light cigarettes among healthy young adults. 
Tests showed blood pressure and heart rate climbed after smoking regardless of the type of 
cigarette. Both types of cigarettes also impaired blood flow through coronary arteries to a 
similar degree.  
 
News    05/23/07   530pm  : 30 
 
For years we‟ve been told that smoking can be hazardous to your health. Now the people 
who run movie rating system warn that smoking on screen will adversely affect the film‟s 
rating. The rating board advises moviemakers that lighting up will set off the same type of 
alarm that sex, nudity and violence do in determining the rating the board gives the movie. 
On screen smoking is a highly controversial question. The movie rating board can‟t stop on 
screen smoking, but apparently they can give the movie a stronger rating than the studio 
might have preferred.  
 
News     05/24/07   6pm   : 30 
 
Results of a major tobacco use study say despite the downward trend in tobacco use in 
recent decades, progress is flattening here in the US. 1 of 5 Americans smoke, even though 
tobacco and second hand smoke claims close to a half million lives a year, making it the 
nation‟s number one public health concern. Jay Wisdom has smoked for 30 years and like 
many, has tried to quit. Wisdom is among close to 45 million smokers in this country. A new 
report from the Institute of Medicine said almost half of them will die prematurely of tobacco 
related disease if nothing is done. The report said congress should give the Food and Drug 
Administration broad power to regulate tobacco products, limit the number of stores that sell 
them and reduce the amount of nicotine allowed in cigarettes. The panel also wants an 
increase in cigarette taxes. In response to the report, tobacco giant Philip Morris said it does 
not favor raising cigarette taxes, but would support FDA regulation of the tobacco industry. 
The panel said raising cigarette taxes would help deter smokers especially adolescents. 1 out 
of 5 high school seniors smokes, and most will become adult smokers, like Jay Wisdom. If 
the panel reaches its goals, fewer people will begin smoking, and those who do will find it 
even harder to find places to light up.  
 
News    05/25/07   6am   : 30 
 
More and more American families are not allowing people to smoke in their homes. A new 
study from the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention finds nearly three out of every 



four households have put up permanent no smoking signs. The proportion has jumped from 
43 percent in 1992 to 72 percent in 2003. The number of smoke free households increased in 
every single state over that time period. However, Kentucky had the lowest proportion and 
Utah had the highest.  
 
News    05/31/07   12pm   : 30 
 
A Danish company has reportedly developed a smokeless cigarette that contains nicotine 
and tastes of tobacco, but it does not give off any smoke. The new smokeless cigarette is 
being touted as an alternative for smokers who want to light up inside buildings were smoking 
is banned. The new fake cigarette comes as Denmark moves to ban smoking in all public 
places starting this August. Users say the smokeless cigarette does satisfy the urge to light 
up. No word if the device will be sold in the United States.  
 
News     06/20/07   5am   :30  
 
Toxins can enter a child‟s body even earlier in life, just by being around cigarette smoke. A 
new study from the UK finds 3 month old babies with at least one smoking parent have 
significantly higher levels of continine, a byproduct of nicotine, in their urine compared to 
babies of non-smoking families. Smoking mothers seems to have the greatest effect on 
continine levels, raising it four times; while having a father who smokes doubled the toxin 
levels.   
 
News     06/20/07   12pm   :30 
 
And while it may appear like harmless child‟s play pretending to smoke using candy 
cigarettes may lead to smoking real cigarettes in the future. A survey of over 25,000 US 
adults found those who used to play with candy cigarettes were nearly twice as likely to 
become smokers when compared to those who never smoked. The more a person had the 
candy, the more likely they were to smoke later in life. Previous studies have shown playing 
with candy cigarettes may desensitize children to the harm of real smoking.  
 

 
News    06/27/07   5am   :30 
 
Alcoholics are more likely to recover if they quit smoking as well. Researchers studied two 
groups of recovering alcoholics, smokers and non-smokers. They found the people who did 
not smoke during the months after they stopped drinking has a greater level of recovery than 
those who smoked. Experts say exposure to toxins in smoke may play a role in recovery, and 
that people entering rehab may want to consider a smoking cessation program as well.  
 
News    06/29/07   5:30pm   :30 
 
The American Cancer Society finds that cigarette smoking kills over four million people each 
year. But what has experts even more concerned are new alternative forms of tobacco. 
Hookah pipes are flavored tobacco shared from a communal pipe. The World Health 
Organization warns that a 45 minute hookah session is equivalent to smoking 100 cigarettes 



at once. And, clove cigarettes have twice the tar and nicotine of regular cigarettes. Plus, they 
numb the throat to foreign objects which can cause serious lung injuries.  
 


