
 
 
 
 
 
 

QUARTERLY ISSUES PROGRAM 
 

LIST FOR 
 

WWLP – SPRINGFIELD, MA 
WWLP Broadcasting, LLC 

 
 
 

Issues Program List Herein 
Covers the Period 

JANUARY 1, 2015 through MARCH 31, 2015 
 
 
 
 
 

ISSUES COVERED:  Crime, Education, Environment, 
Government, Health-Smoking, Jobs 

 
 
 



The following is WWLP programming addressing Crime during 
the 1st

 quarter of 2015.  These issues were addressed through 
our locally produced news programming. 
________________________________________________ 
 
News    01/07/15   6am              : 30 
 
Police in Chicopee are investigating a violent home invasion that sent one person to the 
hospital.  Chicopee Police officer Michael Wilk told 22News that police were called to a home 
on Frontenac Street around 10:30 Tuesday night for a report of a homicide; when officers 
arrived though they found the victim alive but suffering from serious stab wounds.  The victim 
was taken to Baystate Medical Center and was in surgery overnight.  Chicopee police are still 
investigating the incident.  No word on any suspects this morning.   
 
News    01/21/15   6pm              : 30 
 
Two teenage girls are charged with vandalism after spray painting swastikas next to the word 
"Jews" in a quiet neighborhood.  According to Northampton Police Captain Jody Kapser, 
none of the neighbors were Jewish, so they didn't felt targeted or intimidated by the 
vandalism.  But the 14 and 15 year old girls, whose name are not being given out, allegedly 
egged a home at 5 Sherman Avenue, then egged a car and threw trash on it.  Another car 
was spray painted with a yellow line.  While another car was spray painted with a swastika.  
The girls then allegedly spray painted a tree with a swastika and the word "Jews."  Our 
22News cameras noticed a tree on the street that had just been cut down.  We talked to one 
man who lives in the neighborhood and was shocked to hear what happened. 
 
News    01/21/15   5pm              : 30 
 
Five men were in court Wednesday afternoon accused of raping a 20-year-old woman whom 
they know through their time at Chicopee Comprehensive High School.  Geovanny Gutierrez, 
Tyler Gibson, Joseph Lopez, Raul Ramos and Fernando Ramos all live in Chicopee and they 
are accused of gang raping a woman at a hotel in West Springfield.  The defendants went to 
Chicopee Comp., some finished their junior year, some parts of their senior year, but are no 
longer students.  The alleged assault took place on January 15th. Judge Robert Murphy is 
currently going over the documents and will decide soon on their bail. 
 
News    02/11/15   5pm              : 30 
 
Springfield police say they stopped a delivery of hundreds of packets of heroin that were 
being brought in from Holyoke.  Police Sergeant John Delaney told 22News three people 
were arrested on Tuesday after detectives set up surveillance in a parking lot at 387 Union 
Street.   Delaney said police found 401 bags of heroin, four bags of marijuana, and nearly 
$2,000 dollars in cash.  All three suspects were charged with drug-related crimes. 
 
News    02/17/15   12pm              : 30 



 
The owner of a Springfield market accused of trading customers' EBT benefits for cash will 
be in court again tomorrow.  Julio Rodriguez was indicted by a Springfield grand jury earlier 
this month and will be arraigned at Hampden Superior Court.  Rodriguez is the owner of 
Bethania's Fish and Meat Market in the North End.  He was arrested back in December 
following a state police raid on the Main Street store. The State Attorney General's office 
alleges that Rodriguez would swipe customers' EBT cards and put information into the 
system to indicate they had bought groceries eligible under the Supplemental Nutritional 
Assistance Program (SNAP).  But instead he allegedly would give the customer half the value 
of the "groceries" in cash and keep the rest.  Rodriguez is also accused of keeping ten illegal 
gaming machines inside his store. 
 
News    02/20/15   11pm              : 30 
 
It's an example of the community working with Police to stop crime in their neighborhood.  
Springfield Police arrested a Forest Park resident after receiving complaints about foot and 
vehicle traffic at his Noel Street address at all hours.  After witnessing that traffic, Police 
obtained a search warrant and raided the apartment of 19 Year old Domingo Anaya Thursday 
night.  Sgt. John Delaney said they seized a large bag of marijuana, dozens of smaller bags 
and jars filled with pot, and more than $700 dollars in cash.   Anaya's charged distribution of 
marijuana. 
 
 
News    03/05/15   5pm              : 30 
 
Five suspected drug dealers are off the streets of Springfield.  Springfield police Sgt. John 
Delaney told 22News officers arrested 3 men Wednesday and two today.  Jesus Rodriguez 
and Jose Rolan, both of Springfield was found with bags of Heroin, Cocaine, Crack cocaine 
and Marijuana.  On wednesday officers spotted two other targets of their investigation driving 
in the South End.  After pulling the car over, police also discovered a large amount of 
packaged marijuana for sale along with more than 7 thousand dollars in cash.  Andrew Cruz 
and Anthony Serrano were both arrested and are charged with possession of marijuana with 
intent to distribute.  Sgt. Delaney also says officers arrested Charles Castillo after witnessing 
him deal a large amount of Oxycodone pills. 
 
News    03/13/15   11pm              : 30 
 
A man will serve up to nine years in prison after pleading guilty to six counts of statutory rape.  
Nathaniel Lami of Westfield also pleaded guilty to two counts of indecent assault and battery 
on a child over the age of 14, and reckless endangerment of a child.   Our media partner, The 
Westfield News reported that among the evidence seized during the police investigation was 
an agreement the 14 year old victim called a "sex slave contract."  The case against Lami's 
girlfriend, Leonne Vieu, who is facing similar charges, is ongoing. 
 
News    03/25/15   11pm              : 30 
 



2015 is off to a much deadlier start than last year, and Springfield police are taking steps to 
curb the killing.  The killings have quadrupled in Springfield.  This time last year, there were 
only 2 homicides in Springfield, and less than three months into 2015, there have already 
been 8.  Springfield's 8th homicide of 2015; an 18 year-old man was shot and killed outside 
this home on Dwight Street.  Neighbors discovered his body at 10:40 Wednesday 
morning.  This murder comes 2 days after the Springfield police announced their C-3 plan a 
community initiative to make Springfield safer by getting residents more involved in reporting 
crime.  One neighbor told 22News many North End residents see reporting crime as a form of 
snitching.  One neighbor told me off camera she has considered moving because of the 
amount of crime that goes on around these streets. And after learning about the shooting, 
she says she and her family will be making that move soon.   This is the first homicide in the 
city's North End this year.  It is also one of the 4 zones the C-3 plan is focusing on to stop the 
violence in Springfield.   
 



 
 
 

The following is WWLP programming addressing Education 
during the 1st

 quarter of 2015.  These issues were addressed 
through our locally produced news programming. 
___________________________________________________________ 
   
News    01/20/15   5:30pm          : 30 
 
One state lawmaker wants every child in Massachusetts to have the benefit of a pre-school 
education.  Stressing that 43% of Massachusetts third-graders are not reading at grade level, 
state lawmakers are pushing to provide every child with an early start to education.  Boston 
State Senator Sonia Chang Diaz filed a bill that would provide state-funded preschool 
education for three and four year olds across Massachusetts.  If it's signed into law, school 
districts would qualify for funding by submitting a plan to the state on how they would provide 
high-quality education.  At Tuesday's bill announcement, Senator Chang-Diaz, a Democrat, 
received support from state lawmakers across the aisle.  She didn't specify how the state 
would fund universal pre-k or how much it would cost.  The plan is to provide universal pre-k 
for high-need areas first before becoming a statewide program over five years time. 
 
News    01/22/15   5pm          : 30 
 

The threat of a state takeover of the Holyoke Public School system continues this week. 
Parents in Holyoke want the public schools system to stay in control of the city, not the state.  
But the State's commissioner of elementary and secondary education Mitchell Chester is 
currently in the second week of a review of the city's public school system, which could result 
in a takeover by the state.  Holyoke's Mayor Alex Morse has met with the education 
commissioner's review team.  Following that meeting he said that progress in the public 
school system has been made and is being noticed.  Superintendant Dr. Sergio Paez told 
22News the city saw what he called the drawn out process of a state takeover with their 
Morgan Elementary school in 2013 and he said it wasn't a good experience.  Paez also said 
a draft of the review team's findings should be in his hands in about three weeks. 
 
News    01/28/15   5:30pm          : 30 
 
More high school students are graduating in Massachusetts.  Dropout rates are at a three-
decade low.  Statewide, the four-year graduation rate for the class of 2014 was 
86.1%.  Dropout rates continue to vary in different districts.  Springfield Public Schools had 
an increase in dropouts in the 2013-2014 school year compared to the last, but in the past 
decade the numbers are lower.  Springfield had 236 fewer students dropout this past school 
year compared to five years ago.   
 
 
News    02/07/15   6pm          : 30 



 
Springfield's Mass Mutual Center was the place to go today for parents hoping to enroll their 
children in western Massachusetts Charter Schools.  Charter schools are separate, smaller 
institutions, many parents said in western Massachusetts, they're in high demand.  But 
getting into a charter school isn't always easy. Parents need to fill out this application which is 
entered into a lottery and names are randomly drawn.  Those are the children who will 
actually get to attend charter schools.  Charter schools are funded by a percentage of the 
money a city or town spends on public education.  Opponents worry they take away 
resources from district public schools, but advocates say for some children, they're necessary 
to perform well in the classroom.  Many parents come into the charter schools with the story 
of their kids being bullied at traditional schools, and they come to charter schools because 
the environment is more family oriented.  Charter schools aren't allowed more than 9% of 
their district's net funding, but the cap rises to 18% for the lowest performing school districts. 
 
News    02/23/15   11pm          : 30 
 
The Springfield Diocese has decided Cathedral High school will merge with Holyoke 
Catholic.  Bishop Rozanski announced Monday afternoon Cathedral High school will join 
Holyoke Catholic high school to create a regional Catholic high school.  Rozanski met with 
school boards, the Diocesan School Board, and Finance Council to make this decision.  But 
the decision has mixed reviews.  Students from both schools will join in fall 2016 at an 
undecided temporary location.  The diocese is looking at different sites to build the 
permanent school, including here at the old Cathedral high school here on Surrey Road and 
the goal is to have the project done in less than 3 years.  Insurance and FEMA money would 
be used to build the school.  Those involved have specific goals they want to tackle 
immediately. Gagliarducci will chair the new Catholic Secondary Education Initiative while 
developing marketing and development strategies for the new school.  Bishop Rozanski said 
finances in other projects throughout the diocese will not be compromised.   
 
News    02/24/15   6pm          : 30 
 
Continuing our coverage now of the state review of the Holyoke Public Schools.  
A 65-page report released today does recognize some positive changes the Superintendent 
of Schools implemented here in Holyoke.  But Education Commissioner Mitchell Chester 
says state takeover of the district is still an option.  The report found that the district has taken 
the right approach to re-organize top leadership and develop a math curriculum that meets 
the state standards. But it suggests that the district needs to build a better relationship with 
the teacher’s union leaders.  The Morgan School here in Holyoke is already under state 
receivership.  Superintendent Dr. Sergio Paez told me he wants more time to prove that the 
district can improve on its own, without state receivership. 
 
 
News    03/24/15   6pm          : 30 
 
Holyoke schools could soon be under state control.  We're live outside Holyoke High School 
where this morning, dozens of students walked out in protest of this option.  But this morning, 



I was in Fitchburg where some Holyoke residents voiced their concerns at the state board of 
education meeting.  Heated moments at the Massachusetts Board of Elementary and 
Secondary Education monthly meeting.  Commissioner Mitchell Chester recommended state 
receivership of Holyoke schools.  Holyoke is a level 4 district for its underperformance in state 
standards since 2003.  We see other schools in the Commonwealth that serve students from 
high impact poverty backgrounds, second language backgrounds, which are succeeding at 
much greater rates than they are in Holyoke.  Board members each received a report of 
Holyoke Public Schools before the meeting and some of them viewed it optimistically, saying 
they believed changes have and could be made within the school district.  But Commissioner 
Chester said he saw no significance in any education improvements and recommended a 
state receivership.  Many Holyoke residents, like Holyoke High School Math Teacher Dorothy 
Albrecht, disagree.  Board members are expected to vote by the end of this school year at 
either the April or May board meeting.  If the state does take over Holyoke schools, students 
could experience longer school days.  Teachers may have to reapply for their jobs.  
 
News    03/27/15   11pm          : 30 
 
The state has ended its investigation into potential cheating on the MCAS at a Springfield 
Elementary School.  A Massachusetts department of education spokeswoman told the 
22News I-Team the state couldn't figure out who erased and corrected students' responses 
on the test.  In January, the former principal of Dryden surrendered her educator's license, 
but was not disciplined.  There is no evidence that any students were ever 
involved.  Springfield schools say they cooperated with the investigation.   
 
News    03/27/15   6pm          : 30 
 
Western Massachusetts high schools will share 2 and a half million dollars to buy new 
equipment for their life science classes.  That comes as welcome news for the students 
studying anatomy and physiology at Chicopee high school.  They need new equipment and 
supplies for their life sciences program.  Their teacher Wendy Blanchard told 22News these 
taxpayer dollars are an investment in her students' futures. 
 



The following is WWLP programming addressing Environment 
during the 1st

 quarter of 2015.  These issues were addressed 
through our locally produced news programming. 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
News    01/04/15   6pm           : 30 
 
Saturday night's storm was the first official snow of winter for most of western Massachusetts.  
After a mostly snow-free and mild December, winter came back this weekend and looks to 
stay around for a while.  A snowy, icy setting blanketed Forest Park in Springfield on the first 
weekend of January.  Winter weather has, so far, gotten off to a slow start.  So far we've had 
only 5 inches of accumulating snow in the lower pioneer valley, a third of normal snow from 
November through now.  Later this week temperatures could drop to the coldest they've been 
since last January and that's making some winter lovers nervous. January is typically our 
coldest month of the year.   Average high temperatures drop to the low 30’s with the coldest 
part of the January usually in the middle of the month.  It's also our snowiest month, usually.  
We expect, on average, over thirteen inches of snow in January with a little less in February.  
People know winter has really only just begun in western Massachusetts.  On the positive 
side, our days get longer through January. So by January 31st we'll have 50 minutes more 
daylight than we did on January 1st. 
 
News    01/08/15   6am           : 30 
 
Dangerously cold wind chills have lead to cancellations or delays of many schools.  Much like 
the heat index in the summer tells you how warm it feels with heat and humidity, the wind chill 
is the winter equivalent factoring in wind and temperature.  It's not the air temperatures that 
are so dangerous this morning it's the wind chills.  The wind chill is a perceived temperature, 
or a feels like temperature.  Colder wind chills don't make water freeze more quickly or 
houses get colder, wind chills only affect living things.  Wind pulls away heat that surrounds 
exposed skin and that pulling away effect makes it feel colder than the regular air 
temperature.  When wind chills are 20 to 30 below zero you can get frost bite in 15 to 30 
minutes which can be very painful and cause severe injury.  Luckily conditions are expected 
to improve at some point later today. 
 
News    01/27/15   6am       : 30 
 
Eastern Massachusetts is expected to be hit the hardest by the blizzard.  I'm right by the 
Boston Harbor in Charlestown where you can get a pretty good sense of how much snow has 
accumulated here overnight.  Snow removal equipment does not reach where I'm standing.  
There's about a foot of snow on the ground and it's expected to get higher as the day goes 
on.  The City of Boston issued a parking ban last night effective throughout the day Tuesday.  
State and city officials are urging people to stay off the roads unless it's an emergency 
situation so that clean-up crews can do their job.  There's about a foot of snow that 
accumulated in Boston overnight. Governor Charlie Baker said last night during a news 
conference that some regions of Massachusetts could see two to three inches of snow per 



hour well into Tuesday.  Baker is urging people to stay indoors and definitely stay off the 
roadways because we're expecting to see a couple feet of snow by the end of the day.  Stay 
with 22 News as Governor Baker is scheduled to give us an update on this snow storm at 
around seven this morning. For up to the minute updates on this blizzard check out our 
website at WWLP.com.  
 
 
News    02/02/15   5:30pm      : 30 
 
Before Boston residents could fully recover from last week's blizzard, Mother Nature dropped 
even more snow on the state's capital city.  More snow is piling up on top of existing piles 
leftover from last week's blizzard.  The state deployed hundreds of pieces of equipment in 
Boston to keep the roads safe and the sidewalks clear.  Clean-up crews were on Beacon Hill 
Monday morning as the City of Boston got slammed with another round of snow.  The 
mayor's Office is telling city residents to expect up to an additional fourteen inches of snow to 
accumulate through Tuesday.  There were very few cars on the slushy, snow-covered roads 
but plows were out in full force.  The state deployed more than four-hundred pieces of 
equipment in Boston to clear main roads and sidewalks.  Not many people ventured out in 
the cold, but 22 News spoke with one tourist from Germany who wanted a glimpse of Boston 
blanketed with snow.  Boston Mayor Marty Walsh said last week's blizzard cost the city about 
$10-million dollars for cleanup. 
 
News    02/05/15   6pm       : 30 
 
Well lately it seems like we can't get a break from the snow.  Recently things have gotten 
pretty active with us seeing one storm after another.  The main reason for this is the current 
weather pattern.  The jet stream is moving from west to east and carrying the storms across 
the country to here in New England and with cold air coming down out of Canada that has 
been bringing us snow.  Large storms that move in out of the Pacific move across the country 
and brining us the snow. If they move along and right out to sea we don't get a lot of snow 
from them but if they move off the coast and intensify we get a lot of snow.  Until the pattern 
changes it looks like we'll continue to get the snow.  
 
News    02/14/15   6pm      : 30 
 
With more snow and cold, it's a question many of our viewers have been asking.  
Why is this happening? Since late January through all of February we've been stuck in a 
pattern.  The jet stream which is an area of strong winds high in the sky separates cold air 
from warm air and it also provides a path for storm systems to follow.  This jet stream has, for 
the most part, been stuck way north in the west, providing what we call a ridge, leading to dry 
weather and warm air.  In the eastern half of the country, generally the jet stream has dipped 
south, bringing in cold air, but also with the jet stream close enough to western 
Massachusetts, we've been in the path of the storms that follow it.  This continues Today 
through tomorrow as the jet stream takes another dip, this time a very low one, bringing a 
winter storm as it passes, and very cold air as it moves well south of here.  Unfortunately this 



pattern will be with us for at least another week. 
 
 
News    03/01/15   6pm      : 30 
 
Now that March is finally here, it gives us the opportunity to look back at February and just 
how cold it was.  22News storm team meteorologist Nick Bannin spoke with a climatologist at 
UMass Amherst about some record breaking numbers that support what we've suspected all 
along.  This past February was the coldest February ever recorded in 180 years of record 
keeping in Amherst.  The average temperature for the month was just 11.2 degrees, about 13 
degrees colder than normal.  Only one February that came close to being as cold.  Before 
this February the coldest benchmark in the past was 1934 where many locations across the 
region established cold records for the month of February and we've shattered those 
records.  It wasn't just the coldest February reported ever here in western Massachusetts, but 
also in Hartford and Worcester.  In Boston it was the second coldest February ever.  Now 
many are wondering what to expect in March.  We can guarantee that the days will keep 
getting longer. March 31st the sun sets close to 7:15pm and we gain an hour and a quarter of 
daylight this month.  We also usually get snow in March, on average over 8 inches of it.  High 
temperatures average in the 40’s with overnights in the upper 20’s in a normal March.  But 
this particular march is off to a cold start.  Early indications point to a colder than average 
month ahead. 
 
News    03/23/15   5:30pm     : 30 
 

It was a slow start for maple syrup makers this year, and now the cold temperatures continue 
to slow the flow of Maple sap.  Maple Sugar farmers told 22News Reporter David McKay that 
their syrup buckets keep freezing up.  Just when the sap started flowing, the cold has yet 
again brought maple syrup production to a standstill.  Gould's Sugar House in Shelburne had 
to use some of last year's syrup when they opened their doors this month.  And while the 
trees did thaw out and they were able to get production going for awhile, the cold is still 
slowing them down.  Good sap flow needs several days of 35 to 40 degree weather with a 
slight freeze at night.  And while some sap has been collected and boiled down, the cold has 
even affected that process.  The cold has also stopped the sap right at the trees.  So Gould's, 
and many other sugar houses are waiting patiently for warmer temperatures to return, and 
stay.  The maple syrup season could go more into April with the right conditions.   
 
 
News    03/26/15   6pm      : 30 
 
Now that spring is here and temperatures are warming up, we're also seeing an increased 
threat for spring flooding.  With milder temperatures and the rain we'll have to keep an eye on 
Area Rivers and streams over the next few days.  Right now the Connecticut River in 
Agawam is well within its banks. But with milder temperatures leading to melting snow and 
some heavy rain in the forecast a lot of that water will be going into Area Rivers and streams.  
Most areas are expected to pick up about an inch of rain with 1 to possibly 2 inches of 
melting possible. 
 



 

The following is WWLP programming addressing Government 
during the 1st

 quarter of 2015.  These issues were addressed 
through our locally produced news programming. 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
News    01/07/15   6pm            : 30 
 
Hampden County now officially has a new top prosecutor.  Anthony Gulluni was sworn-in as 
Hampden County District Attorney during a ceremony at the Old First Church in Springfield 
this morning.  He took his oath of office from the man who he was elected to replace: Mark 
Mastroianni, who was appointed a federal judge last year.  Gulluni told 22News his first 
priority is to make sure his team is ready. He chose to replace about 19 positions from the 
former administration. 
 
News    01/07/15   6pm            : 30 
 
The Pioneer Valley could have a louder voice when it comes to state politics.  The new 
President of the Massachusetts Senate is from Amherst the first from the western part of the 
state in forty years.  It was a unanimous decision; the Massachusetts Senate elected 
Amherst Democrat Stanley Rosenberg to head the 40-member legislative body.  He's a 
series of firsts in state politics being the first Jewish and openly gay leader in House and 
Senate history.  The Massachusetts House voted unanimously to re-elect Winthrop Democrat 
Robert DeLeo as Speaker of the House.  He'll continue to hold a very powerful seat at the 
State House overseeing 160 state representatives.  Once Governor-elect Charlie Baker is 
sworn in, Baker, Speaker DeLeo and Senate President Stanley Rosenberg will be the three 
most powerful politicians on Beacon Hill.   
 
News    01/29/15   6pm            : 30 
 
Governor Charlie Baker is trying to make sure the state works closely with local community 
leaders. The tour is to meet with local mayors and officials to discuss ways to strengthen 
partnerships in schools and communities across the state. Lt. Governor Karyn Polito started 
the tour by meeting with Holyoke Mayor Alex Morse, who recently learned that Governor 
Baker would be increasing the city's infrastructure funding from about a million dollars to 
more than one and a half million.  Governor Baker's administration is making plans to 
address the $765 million budget deficit left from the last administration.  But today Lt. 
Governor Polito assured communities they would not take the hit. 
 
 
News    02/02/15   5:30pm      : 30 
 
Before Boston residents could fully recover from last week's blizzard, Mother Nature dropped 
even more snow on the state's capital city.  More snow is piling up on top of existing piles 
leftover from last week's blizzard.  The state deployed hundreds of pieces of equipment in 



Boston to keep the roads safe and the sidewalks clear.  Clean-up crews were on Beacon Hill 
Monday morning as the City of Boston got slammed with another round of snow.  The 
mayor's Office is telling city residents to expect up to an additional fourteen inches of snow to 
accumulate through Tuesday.  There were very few cars on the slushy, snow-covered roads 
but plows were out in full force.  The state deployed more than four-hundred pieces of 
equipment in Boston to clear main roads and sidewalks.  Not many people ventured out in 
the cold, but 22 News spoke with one tourist from Germany who wanted a glimpse of Boston 
blanketed with snow.  Boston Mayor Marty Walsh said last week's blizzard cost the city about 
$10-million dollars for cleanup. 
 
News    02/23/15   11pm          : 30 
 
The Springfield Diocese has decided Cathedral High school will merge with Holyoke 
Catholic.  Bishop Rozanski announced Monday afternoon Cathedral High school will join 
Holyoke Catholic high school to create a regional Catholic high school.  Rozanski met with 
school boards, the Diocesan School Board, and Finance Council to make this decision.  But 
the decision has mixed reviews.  Students from both schools will join in fall 2016 at an 
undecided temporary location.  The diocese is looking at different sites to build the 
permanent school, including here at the old Cathedral high school here on Surrey Road and 
the goal is to have the project done in less than 3 years.  Insurance and FEMA money would 
be used to build the school.  Those involved have specific goals they want to tackle 
immediately. Gagliarducci will chair the new Catholic Secondary Education Initiative while 
developing marketing and development strategies for the new school.  Bishop Rozanski said 
finances in other projects throughout the diocese will not be compromised.   
 
News    02/24/15   6pm          : 30 
 
Continuing our coverage now of the state review of the Holyoke Public Schools.  
A 65-page report released today does recognize some positive changes the Superintendent 
of Schools implemented here in Holyoke.  But Education Commissioner Mitchell Chester 
says state takeover of the district is still an option.  The report found that the district has taken 
the right approach to re-organize top leadership and develop a math curriculum that meets 
the state standards. But it suggests that the district needs to build a better relationship with 
the teacher’s union leaders.  The Morgan School here in Holyoke is already under state 
receivership.  Superintendent Dr. Sergio Paez told me he wants more time to prove that the 
district can improve on its own, without state receivership. 
 
 
News    03/17/15   6pm    : 30 
 
Health care costs are on the rise.  State funding for health care is expected to reach the 
billions this upcoming fiscal year and that money is coming out of your pocket.  The state's 
version of Medicaid, "MassHealth," is the most expensive item in the Fiscal 2016 state budget 
costing taxpayers upwards of $14-billion dollars annually.  State lawmakers, aides and 
lobbyists gathered for a briefing on the program.  State lawmakers are looking for ways to 
curb soaring health care costs to help close a $1.8-billion dollar budget gap.  The Baker 



administration expects to see 400-million dollars in savings by requiring everyone enrolled in 
MassHealth to prove they're still eligible for a subsidy.  As state lawmakers explore ways to 
drive costs down they hope the quality of health care won't be compromised.  MassHealth is 
expected to provide nearly two-million Massachusetts residents with health insurance next 
year. 
 
News    03/17/15   5:30pm   : 30 
 
Proposed Regulations are in the works to limit the sale of electronic cigarettes in 
Massachusetts.  It could soon be illegal for Massachusetts minors to purchase e-cigarettes.  
Similar regulations are already in effect in forty-one other states.  Attorney General Maura 
Healy hopes Massachusetts will be next.  Right now, there is no minimum age to buy 
electronic cigarettes.  The Attorney General said the use of e-cigarettes has surpassed 
traditional cigarettes among young people.  She said action must be taken quickly to protect 
the state's youngest children. Healy's proposed regulations would ban the sale of e-cigarettes 
to minors under the age of eighteen.  It would also require e-cigarettes to be sold behind the 
counter, out of reach to consumers.  The Attorney General plans to hear from the public 
before submitting her final proposed regulations in the spring. 
 
News    03/18/15   11pm    : 30 
 
More than a dozen Massachusetts lawmakers have filed a bill to allow marijuana to be taxed 
and regulated like alcohol.  Pro-marijuana group, "Bay State Repeal" supports the bill, but not 
without concerns.  They say if the taxes and fees are too high, it will force up the cost of legal 
marijuana, causing a thriving black market for marijuana in the state. 
 



 

The following is WWLP programming addressing Health-
Smoking during the 1st

 quarter of 2015.  These issues were 
addressed through our locally produced news programming. 
 
 
News    01/01/15   6am              : 30 
 
Health officials say the country's in the midst of a flu and pneumonia epidemic. The Centers 
for Disease Control says that the Flu is now widespread in 36 states and is responsible for 
the deaths of 15 children.  Nearly 7% of all deaths nationwide were due to pneumonia and 
influenza during the week ending December 20th.  Practicing simple hygiene, washing your 
hands, and covering your mouth when you cough helps prevent spreading the virus. 
 
News    01/08/15   6pm              : 30 
 
Two national cancer organizations are calling on the federal government to regulate e-
cigarettes.  E-cigarettes are a popular alternative to traditional cigarettes.  They still have 
nicotine, but they lack the tobacco smoke.  Some people think they can help people kick the 
habit; others fear it's a gateway to smoking.  Now, two national organizations want the FDA to 
step in and regulate their sale and marketing.  They want nicotine concentration information 
on the labels and proof of age for online sales, and to end advertising toward young people. 
 
News    01/22/15   5:30pm   : 30 
 
Montague is raising the minimum age to buy tobacco products there.  Starting next summer, 
you'll have to be 21 to buy cigarettes in Montague.  The Montague board of health passed an 
ordinance Wednesday night to increase the minimum age to buy tobacco products from 18 
years old to 21.  This new town law will override the state law allowing anyone over 18 to 
purchase tobacco.   The board also passed a ban on flavored tobacco products, but the ban 
does not include e-cigarettes.  The goal is to reduce teen smoking.   
 
 
News    02/16/15   11pm    : 30 
 
The worst of this year's flu season may be behind us, but the flu season itself is far from over.  
The number of flu cases being reported across the country has decreased, but overall flu 
activity remains "elevated," according to the latest CDC report.  Massachusetts is one of 32 
states reporting widespread flu activity right now.  Western Massachusetts residents told 
22News they try to stay healthy by being diligent about washing their hands. 
 
News    02/17/15   11pm    : 30 
 
The Amherst Health Department is considering increasing the age to legally buy tobacco 
from 18 to 21 years old.  Last week, South Hadley's Health Board voted to raise the age to 



buy tobacco and the Franklin county town of Montague did the same thing last month.  
Amherst's Board of Health will likely hold a public hearing in April on changing the 
regulations.  The goal is to reduce teen smoking.  Some people see the proposal's benefits 
as well as the controversy.   
 
News    02/25/15   6am              : 30 
 
Four Wesleyan University students have been arrested in connection with a dozen 
hospitalizations among people who took a party drug known as Molly. Middletown police say 
the students were arrested Tuesday on drug charges.  They have all been suspended from 
the university. Middletown police say officers searched locations in and around Wesleyan's 
campus to collect evidence in the case.  Ten Wesleyan students and two visitors had to go to 
the hospital on Sunday after taking the drug.   
 
 
News    03/17/15   6pm    : 30 
 
Health care costs are on the rise.  State funding for health care is expected to reach the 
billions this upcoming fiscal year and that money is coming out of your pocket.  The state's 
version of Medicaid, "MassHealth," is the most expensive item in the Fiscal 2016 state budget 
costing taxpayers upwards of $14-billion dollars annually.  State lawmakers, aides and 
lobbyists gathered for a briefing on the program.  State lawmakers are looking for ways to 
curb soaring health care costs to help close a $1.8-billion dollar budget gap.  The Baker 
administration expects to see 400-million dollars in savings by requiring everyone enrolled in 
MassHealth to prove they're still eligible for a subsidy.  As state lawmakers explore ways to 
drive costs down they hope the quality of health care won't be compromised.  MassHealth is 
expected to provide nearly two-million Massachusetts residents with health insurance next 
year. 
 
News    03/17/15   5:30pm   : 30 
 
Proposed Regulations are in the works to limit the sale of electronic cigarettes in 
Massachusetts.  It could soon be illegal for Massachusetts minors to purchase e-cigarettes.  
Similar regulations are already in effect in forty-one other states.  Attorney General Maura 
Healy hopes Massachusetts will be next.  Right now, there is no minimum age to buy 
electronic cigarettes.  The Attorney General said the use of e-cigarettes has surpassed 
traditional cigarettes among young people.  She said action must be taken quickly to protect 
the state's youngest children. Healy's proposed regulations would ban the sale of e-cigarettes 
to minors under the age of eighteen.  It would also require e-cigarettes to be sold behind the 
counter, out of reach to consumers.  The Attorney General plans to hear from the public 
before submitting her final proposed regulations in the spring. 
 
News    03/26/15   5pm    : 30 
 
The state's top decision makers are debating whether marijuana should be legal in 
Massachusetts.  A sentiment shared by some of Massachusetts prosecutors and highest 



lawmakers about whether or not marijuana should be legalized at the state level.  In a heated 
discussion on the topic Wednesday, Northwestern district attorney David Sullivan pointed out 
the danger that today's marijuana is more potent than ever a fear one mother told 22News 
she shares.  But others here in Springfield told 22News that legalizing marijuana could come 
with some benefits.  In recent years Massachusetts voters have chosen to loosen the rules 
around marijuana use decriminalizing it in 2008 and making medical marijuana legal in 2012.  
In 2016, voters may also have the chance to make the substance fully legal.  State 
Prosecutors opposed to making marijuana legal argue doing so would send the wrong 
message at a time when the state is battleing opiod addiction and overdoses.  Gov. Charlie 
Baker, House Speaker Robert Deleo, and Attorney General Maura Healey have all recently 
stated their views against a full legalization of the drug. 

 



The following is WWLP programming addressing Jobs during 
the 1st

 quarter of 2015.  These issues were addressed through 
our locally produced news programming. 
 
News    01/01/15   5pm             : 30 
 

Starting today, January first, the Massachusetts minimum wage rose to $9.00 dollars an hour.  
The minimum wage in Massachusetts will increase to $10.00 dollars next year and to $11.00 
dollars at the start of 2017.  A research group called the Massachusetts Budget and Policy 
Center estimates the increase will raise the wages for more than 600,000 Massachusetts 
workers by 2017.  
 
News    01/12/15   5:30pm             : 30 
 
With more job growth expected for the New Year, 22News found out what employed workers 
are hoping for from their employers in 2015.  In an economy that's been slow to recover many 
are grateful to be employed, but as things improve, there are signs that for many in the 
workforce, money is becoming a major motivator when choosing to stay at a job or choosing 
to go. Now a new survey found that nearly half of all employed workers are expecting to get a 
raise in 2015.  The Glassdoor survey also found those counting on a raise are expecting it to 
be between 3% and 5%.  The survey also shows that roughly one in three workers will look 
for a new job if they don't get that raise.  In addition to salary expectations, the survey asked 
about several other factors including the job market and job security.  The results there; job 
market confidence is at a 6-year high and concerns about being laid off are at a 6-year low.   
 
News    01/13/15   6pm             : 30 
 
Getting people back to work is a top focus for Massachusetts lawmakers this year.  
Businesses are having a tough time finding qualified employees in Massachusetts.  In order 
to increase jobs the state needs to build a stronger, more reliable workforce.  State 
lawmakers met with leaders in business and education Tuesday to explore ways to get 
people back to work.  Many of these jobs require a specific skill set and state funding to build 
a qualified workforce.  Information technology and advanced manufacturing are two sectors 
that are expected to flourish especially in the Pioneer Valley.  In order for businesses to want 
to move to Massachusetts the state must develop a skilled workforce to fill the jobs.  In the 
midst of budget cuts, Labor Committee Chairman Joe Wagner says investments for job 
training will pay off in the long run.  CNR Railways and MGM Springfield are expected to 
create thousands of jobs in western Massachusetts, but Rep.  Wagner says more needs to 
be done to build a reliable workforce for future jobs as well. 
 
 
News    02/05/15   5:30pm             : 30 
 

January's final jobs numbers were slightly lower than expected.  January hiring got off to a 
slower than expected starts, according to a new report by ADP. Companies across the US 
did add positions, but at lowest rate in four months. Here in western Massachusetts, 



however, the New Year, so far, has presented new opportunities for job seekers.  
FutureWorks has had to postpone some of their job fairs because of the recent snow storms.  
But Konrad Rogowski, the director of career services told 22News, even when they 
reschedule the events, employers are staying with them eager to recruit new workers.  One 
Springfield job seeker told 22News she's trying to find work as a certified nursing assistant. 
She said it's encouraging to finally get some return calls from employers, as opposed to a few 
years back when she'd send out dozens of resumes and applications but never land an 
interview.  FutureWorks is also seeing growth in seasonal employment as well; more jobs in 
amusement parks, tax preparation, landscaping and home improvement.  
 
News    02/17/15   11pm             : 30 
 
The Massachusetts Senate wants to help welfare recipients find jobs.  Senate President Stan 
Rosenberg of Amherst is launching a new initiative that would match people on welfare with 
job training.  Rosenberg said people aren't just having a tough time qualifying for jobs; they're 
struggling to get to work.  He was joined by Transportation Committee Chairman, Senator 
Thomas McGee who said the senate needs to focus on health care, education and 
transportation. 
 
News    02/26/15   6pm             : 30 
 
Massachusetts needs more skilled workers.  The Governor signed an executive order this 
morning designed to give job seekers the tools they need to land a job.  Nearly 200,000 
Massachusetts residents are currently out of work many of them lack the skill set employers 
are looking for.  In Western Massachusetts, the unemployment rate is disproportionately 
higher than Greater Boston.  The governor said there are jobs waiting; all they need are 
properly trained workers.  The Massachusetts economy is creating jobs that require specific 
training like advanced manufacturing.  Governor Charlie Baker signed an executive order 
Thursday establishing a "Workforce Skills Cabinet" to help bridge the skills gap.  Baker 
assigned three cabinet members to develop a plan to align education and workforce training 
with the needs of employers.  Labor and Workforce Development Secretary Ronald Walker 
will lead the effort.  The panel is expected to meet with businesses, schools and job seekers 
from all across the state to tackle their needs.  Governor Baker said he should have a plan in 
place to bridge the skills gap by this summer. 
 
 
 
News    03/06/15   5:30pm             : 30 
 
People looking for full-time employment may be able to find a full time job, by starting out as 
a "temp."  According to a new research from CareerBuilder, temp jobs will grow by 13% over 
the next five years.  Temp help was one of the first industries to add jobs when the recession 
ended.  It grew 57% from 2009 to 2014.  Nearly 3-million people are employed in temporary 
jobs today.  Getting a temp job can be a good way to build a relationship with a company for 
many it can result in a full-time position. 
 



News    03/11/15   11pm             : 30 
 
The state unemployment rate is the lowest it's been since 2008, but thousands of people are 
still struggling to find work.  Representatives from Career Centers across Massachusetts met 
with state lawmakers to push for $5-million dollars in funding.  The organizations help 
connect the unemployed with workforce training and career opportunities.  If you're hunting 
for a job, health care and advanced manufacturing are two industries that are hiring, but 
require specialized training. 
 
News    03/26/15   5pm             : 30 
 
It's no secret, it can be tough to find a job here in western Massachusetts Because there are 
so many qualified applicants, employers can be choosey about whom they hire. David 
Gadaire of Careerpoint in Holyoke told 22News, more companies want experience to go 
along with the training.  And that can work against someone who's recently trained.  But there 
are creative ways to get around that problem.  But Careerpoint's David Gadaire told 22News 
even that challenge can be overcome.  Former offenders are taught the tactics how to appeal 
to their prospective boss's better nature and not end up on the defensive. 

 


