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The following is WWLP programming addressing Crime during 
the 3rd

 quarter of 2014.  These issues were addressed through 
our locally produced news programming. 
________________________________________________ 
 
News    07/01/14   6pm                : 30 
 

State Police say they found cocaine and a digital scale during a traffic stop in Holyoke.  State 
Police said troopers pulled over 35-year old Robert Keittn of Springfield over just before 6:15 
last night for driving without an inspection sticker.  He was also driving on a suspended 
license.  Troopers say they found a white powdery substance, believed to be cocaine, as well 
as a digital scale that contained residue they believe came from cocaine and marijuana. 
 
News    07/02/14   6pm                : 30 
 
Springfield police have several ongoing investigations this morning.  Last night there were 
two shootings in the city, one of which sent a man to the hospital, and crime persisted 
throughout the overnight hours.  Lt. Henry Gagnon of the Springfield Police Department told 
22News that officers were sent to the Dunkin Donuts at 694 Page Boulevard around 2 a.m., 
where an employee had reported being robbed at gunpoint by multiple people.  The suspects 
left before officers arrived, but officers got the description of a gold colored Jeep that had 
been involved.  Police stopped that Jeep a short time later near Bay and Jasper St., and five 
people that were inside were arrested.  Kenneth Walker, 22, of Waverly St., Springfield faces 
charges of armed robbery while masked, armed assault with intent to rob, and carrying a 
firearm without a license.  Parrish Wilson, 21, of Jasper St., Springfield armed robbery, armed 
assault with intent to rob, and carrying a firearm without a license. He was the only person 
out of the five that had not been masked, Lt. Gagnon said.  Deandre Ballard, 19, of Bay 
Meadow Rd., Springfield, L'Various Jones, 20, and David Lewis, Jr., 20, were also arrested 
and all face charges of armed robbery while masked, armed assault with intent to rob, 
carrying a firearm without a license, and possession of ammunition without an FID card.  
 
News    07/02/14   11pm                : 30 
 
Springfield Police are right now investigating two shootings that happened back to back.  
Several Springfield police officers are still out at both locations tonight trying to talk to 
witnesses and find out what happened on Orchard St. and Ranney St.  On Orchard St. near 
Chestnut Middle School, Springfield Police Sgt. Lawrence Murphy told 22News one man was 
shot.  Police believe that man was treated at Mercy Medical Center.  But at this point, it's 
unclear how seriously he was injured or how he got to the emergency room.  We do know 
multiple shots were fired.  Police are hoping to talk to witnesses.  Also tonight, police are 
investigating reports of shots fired on Ranney St.  That's the same neighborhood where 23 
year old Darrell Jenkins was shot and killed one month ago.  Jenkins' family had called for 
safer city streets.  But once again, neighbors there are dealing with reports of shots fired.  At 
this point, police do not know yet if anyone was actually hit.  New details will be posted on 



wwlp.com  
 
News    07/03/14   6am                : 30 
 
After several days of searching, Westfield Police have found a 23-year-old suspect who had 
several warrants out for his arrest.  The Westfield Police Facebook page announced the 
arrest of Zachariah Irwin of Westfield.  Irwin was found hiding in a basement Wednesday by 
detectives and patrol units after getting an anonymous tip.  Police said Irwin was arrested on 
four different warrants.  When we called Westfield Police, they could not specify what the 
warrants were for. 
 
News    07/03/14   6am                : 30 
 
Chicopee police are investigating after a liquor store was broken into during the overnight 
hours.  Officers were sent to Jenrose Liquors around 1:30 this morning for the report of a 
break-in.  Police told 22News that no arrests have been made at this point, and they are still 
searching for a suspect.  Police dogs could be seen searching the area.  We will continue to 
bring you the latest on this story on air and online at wwlp.com. 
 
News    07/03/14   4:30am               : 30 
 
A JV volleyball coach at Agawam High School who was arrested after he allegedly had a 
sexual relationship with a 15 year-old girl is due back in court today.  24-year-old Michael 
Rash has a pre-trial conference scheduled today. Rash has been charged with statutory 
rape.  The criminal complaint states that Rash and the victim began communicating via 
Snapchat which led to texting.  The two then began meeting in person late at night. 
 
News    07/04/14   6am               : 30 
 
Two Springfield men have been charged with manslaughter; they are being accused of 
causing a deadly accident on I-91 North in Longmeadow this past November.  Police say 32-
year-old Jose Nieves Cruz and 43-year-old Rafael Perez Jr. were moving a couch when the 
cushions fell off.  17-year-old Skyler Anderson-Coughlin of Springfield swerved while driving 
her jeep to avoid the men and cushions, she then hit a tractor-trailer and her car burst into 
flames, killing the teen.  Cruz and Perez will be arraigned July 9th. 
 
News    07/05/14   6am               : 30 
 
Springfield Police have arrested an armed suspect after a gas station was robbed last night 
on the corner of Orange and Allen Street.  According to Springfield Police Captain Trent 
Duda, the suspect stole merchandise from the Wave Express Gas Station just after 7 Friday 
night.  The suspect didn't take any cash.  Police arrested him shortly after the robbery, across 
from Allen Package Store.  Police are not saying what type of weapon was used during the 
robbery. 
 
News    07/05/14   11pm               : 30 



 
Tonight, Springfield firefighters were sent back to the same home twice.  They were called to 
a home at 95 Euclid Avenue at around 8:20 tonight.  They got there and noticed that a bush 
next to the home was on fire so they put the fire out and left.  About twenty minutes later they 
were called back to the home.  The second floor porch was on fire.  Springfield Fire 
Spokesman Denis Leger told 22News witnesses say the fires were set by teens.  The arson 
and bomb squad is investigating. 
 
News    07/05/14   11pm               : 30 
 
A stabbing in Holyoke puts a hospital E.R. on lockdown.  It happened just after 9:00 tonight 
when a man walked into the Holyoke Hospital Emergency Room with multiple stab wounds in 
the chest.  When that happens, it's standard procedure to secure the emergency room.  
Police went to the hospital; the victim told them he was stabbed outside of a barber shop on 
Maple Street by a man carrying a chrome knife.  There's no other description of the suspects.  
The victim is in serious condition.  Holyoke Police Lt. Manuel Reyes told 22News right now, 
they're interviewing possible witnesses, but don't have any leads on suspects. 
 
News    07/07/14   12pm               : 30 
 
Springfield Police are investigating a shooting that wounded one person Sunday night.  
Springfield Police Lieutenant Brian Keenan told 22News one person was shot and wounded 
on Osgood Street around 9:30 last night and taken to a local hospital.  The victim's condition 
is unknown at this time.  Police told 22News there are currently no suspects. 
 
News    07/07/14   6am               : 30 
 
Two men who were stabbed in two separate downtown Springfield incidents over the 
weekend are going to be alright.  Around 10:30 Saturday night, someone had been reportedly 
stabbed in the back at the corner of Main and Court streets.  Springfield Police Captain Trent 
Duda told 22News, detectives are looking for a Hispanic man about 35 to forty years old, who 
had his hair pulled back in a ponytail.  In the early hours of Sunday morning, there was 
another stabbing, this time at Stearns Square in the entertainment district. 
 
News    07/09/14   6am               : 30 
 
A level 3 sex offender registered in South Hadley is now facing child abuse charges.  Miguel 
Morales is accused of using hot sauce to discipline his friend's 2 and 9 year old children who 
live in Ludlow.  Ludlow Police Detective Alison Metcalfe told 22News concerned relatives 
called police, and police have charged Morales with 3 counts of assault and battery on a 
child.  And because he was convicted back in 2010 on charges of child abuse, he's also 
accused of violating of his probation.  He's being held at Hampshire Superior Court on 
$10,000 bail. The Department of Children and Families has been contacted. 
 
News    07/10/14   5:30pm              : 30 
 



Police detectives are looking for two people who slashed tires on numerous cars parked on a 
Forest Park street in Springfield this morning.  This is what nearly a dozen residents of 
Springfield's Forest park neighborhood woke up to Thursday morning.  Springfield Police 
Lieutenant Trent Hufnagel told 22News at least ten cars parked along Fort Pleasant Avenue 
had slashed tires.  Residents said this isn't the first time they've woken up to several cars 
lined up along Fort Pleasant Ave. with slashed tires, but for many people living in the city, 
they have no choice but to park along this street overnight and just hope for the best.  Across 
the City on Patton Street in the North End: more vandalism.  Springfield Fire Spokesman 
Dennis Leger told 22News someone slashed the tires and keyed the side of a car before 
setting it on fire.  When 22News got there, a resident was reporting his truck was also 
vandalized.  At both locations, there were signs saying police took notice of the area.  
 
News    07/10/14   6am              : 30 
 
West Springfield police are investigating an armed robbery at a CVS on Elm Street that 
happened overnight.  Officers were at the CVS gathering information from witnesses.  They 
are looking for suspects.  We will bring you more information as it becomes available 
throughout the morning on air and online at wwlp.com. 
 
News    07/11/14   6pm              : 30 
 
Three people from Franklin County were arrested for drug possession in Greenfield last night.  
According to the Greenfield Police Facebook page Officer Felix Ramos noticed a parked car 
with the interior lights on, with the three people snorting something.  Ramos found a small 
amount of white powder, and arrested Jacob Gallipault, Kristen Matthews, and Leah Wingler 
on charges of possessing cocaine and marijuana.  All three were released on personal 
recognizance. 
 
News    07/11/14   6am              : 30 
 
Springfield police are investigating an alleged armed home invasion in the Forest Park 
neighborhood.  Captain Robert Strzempek of the Springfield Police Department told 22News 
officers went to 26 Crawford Circle for the report of a home invasion around 1:00 this 
morning.  A man who lives at the home claims that three masked men came inside and beat 
him up.  A shotgun and handgun were apparently shown and the man was pistol whipped.  
Captain Strzempek said that the victim is providing a limited description of the suspects and 
the story isn't adding up completely. 
 
News    07/11/14   6am              : 30 
 
State and local police are searching for a person that led them on a pursuit early this 
morning.  The pursuit started in Wilbraham around 3 o'clock this morning and the driver 
abandoned the vehicle in Chicopee.  A Wilbraham police officer attempted to pull over a pick 
up truck during a regular traffic stop, Sgt. Baldwin said.  The truck wouldn't stop and lead the 
officer on a pursuit through Indian Orchard into Chicopee.  The truck went down Robbins 
Road and smashed through steel poles and a chain link fence continuing onto private 



property.  The driver ditched the truck in the woods off the side of Robbins Road and took off 
on foot.  Wilbraham and Chicopee police chased after the driver on foot into the woods but 
couldn't find him.  State police were called to help with a police dog to track the driver down 
but were unsuccessful.  The pick up truck was towed away from where it was abandoned in 
the woods.  Police are trying to identify the driver and the investigation is ongoing.  We will 
bring you more information throughout the morning on air and online at wwlp.com. 
 
News    07/13/14   6am              : 30 
 
A man has died from a stab wound in Holyoke this afternoon.  The victim was stabbed in the 
neck on the corner of Appleton St. and Elm St.  Holyoke Police Chief James Neiswanger told 
22News that police arrived at 11:30 this afternoon after a call came into a police dispatcher.  
When the police got there the victim was taken by ambulance to Baystate Medical Center, 
where he later died.  The stabbing was only a few blocks away from today's Hispanic Family 
Festival parade but the chief says the murder is not related to the celebration. 
 
News    07/13/14   11pm              : 30 
 
Two men stabbed in two separate downtown Springfield incidents late Saturday night and 
Sunday morning are going to be alright. Around 10:30 last night, a 22News crew rushed to 
the corner of Main and court streets, where someone had reportedly been stabbed in the 
back.  Springfield Police Captain Trent Duda told 22News, detectives are looking for a 
Hispanic man about 35 to forty years old, who had his hair pulled back in a ponytail.  An 
Ambulance took the wounded man to Baystate Medical Center.  But this wasn't the only 
violence in Springfield overnight.  About two and a half hours later, another stabbing, this time 
on Stearns square in the entertainment district.  It happened shortly before the clubs and bars 
closed. 
 
News    07/13/14   11pm              : 30 
 
Springfield Police are on Osgood Street after a shooting in the city tonight.  Springfield Police 
Lieutenant Brian Keenan told 22News one person was shot and wounded.  They were 
rushed to a local hospital.  Police can not comment on the victim’s condition at this time.  
They told 22News they are no suspects. 
 
News    07/14/14   6pm              : 30 
 
A 40 year old Holyoke man is charged with yesterday's stabbing death in downtown Holyoke, 
the city's first homicide of 2014.  Holyoke Police Lt. Jim Albert told 22News that police 
arrested Jorge Rodriguez-Nieves Springfield late last night.  Rodriguez-Nieves is accused of 
stabbing 33 year old Angel David Morales in the neck near the corner of Elm and Appleton 
Streets Sunday morning.  He was arraigned today in Holyoke District Court, he is being held 
without bail. 
 
News    07/15/14   6pm              : 30 
 



Springfield police are trying to determine whether a 50 year-old man was shot last night by a 
man in a wheelchair.  Police Sergeant John Delaney told 22News that Jonathan Rosario-
Cruz of Springfield fired a stolen pistol several times on Worthington Street around 10:00.  
The weapon had been reported as stolen in a 2012 housebreak in Springfield.  Police initially 
found no victims.  But Delaney said hours later, a 50-year-old man told police he was shot 
near Worthington Street.  Police are trying to determine if the two incidents are related.  
Rosario-Cruz is facing several charges. 
 
News    07/15/14   12pm              : 30 
 
A Taco Bell employee is facing charges of assault and battery after he allegedly shot an 
angry customer with a BB gun.  26 year old Steven Noska of Springfield was arraigned on 
Monday in Springfield District Court.  Sgt. John Delaney told 22News police were called to 
Taco Bell on Liberty St. around 4 Sunday morning.  The victim told police he had gone 
through the drive-thru window, but was not being helped.  The victim then went to the front 
door to complain, and that led to a confrontation between him and Noska.  Police seized his 
BB gun. 
 
News    07/15/14   12pm              : 30 
 
Springfield police are investigating several reports of car and house break-ins.  These crimes 
were over the last several days throughout the city.  Residents reported car breaks on 
Falmouth St., Lyman St. and Lawton Street.  House breaks were reported on Venture St., 
Washburn St. and Quincy St.  Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney said suspects forced their 
way into homes through garages, windows and an unlocked door. 
 
News    07/15/14   12pm              : 30 
 
A Greenfield man was arrested on his second OUI charge after an incident on Mohawk Trail 
this weekend.  It wasn't police who stopped the driver Saturday night though; 32-year-old 
Thomas Tobey drove over a large boulder and got stuck.  Police said he was trying to drive 
away from the Quality Inn and drove over grass near the Planet Gas Station.  Tobey was also 
charged with operating a motor vehicle to endanger, and leaving the scene of an accident.  
He was released on $200 bail. 
 
News    07/16/14   6pm              : 30 
 
Springfield Police have identified that man accused of assaulting a police officer while high on 
drugs.  Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney told 22News 25-year old Jose Rivera will remain 
under police guard at Baystate Medical Center until he is stable enough to be arraigned in 
Springfield District Court.  Police believe Rivera was high on PCP last night when he injured 
the officer who was one of many policemen trying to arrest him.  That officer suffered a 
separate shoulder. 
 
News    07/17/14   6pm              : 30 
 



Springfield Police say they arrested two people during a drug raid at a home in the city's six 
corners neighborhood.  Sgt. John Delaney told 22News 34-year old Ricardo Cruz and 31-
year old Corrine Salkovitz were arrested yesterday afternoon at their Chester Street home.  
Delaney said police had received several complaints people were selling drugs at the One 
Stop Plaza on Central Street.  Officers reportedly found a large amount of packaged heroin 
and drug paraphernalia during the raid. 
 
News    07/19/14   9am              : 30 
 

A former funeral director is being accused of keeping human remains in storage units in 
Boston.  55-year-old Joseph O'Donnell, the funeral home's former director was arrested in 
April on larceny charges.  But as police investigated further this week, they found the 
cremated remains of 40 people at a self-storage unit he rented and 12 bodies at another 
facility.  Investigators are working to verify the identities of the twelve bodies found. 
 
News    07/20/14   6pm              : 30 
 
Jermaine Cowell's family is heartbroken tonight.  They mourn the loss of the 27-year-old 
Springfield man who was shot to death not far from his home on White Street in the city's 
Forest Park neighborhood Saturday night.  Friends and family prepared a makeshift memorial 
today adjacent to 163 White Street where Jermaine Cowell was shot shortly after 9:00 
Saturday night.  Detective Captain Thomas Trites told 22News Cowell died from his gunshot 
wound at Baystate Medical Center about forty minutes later.  Cowell's father, Jimmy Cowell, 
spoke of his son. 
 
News    07/20/14   9am              : 30 
 
And a hit and run in Wilbraham last night sent a person the hospital.  Wilbraham Police Sgt. 
Edward Lennon told 22news just before 11:00, a car hit a 27 year old man near 104 
Springfield Street and sped off.  According to Sgt. Lennon, the man was rushed to Baystate 
Medical center with serious injuries to the lower part of his body.  But he is expected to 
recover.  Police do not have a description of the vehicle.  But anyone with information is 
asked to call the Wilbraham Police Department at (413) 596-3837. 
 
News    07/20/14   9am              : 30 
 

The victim of a shooting last night has died.  Shortly after 9:00, police were called to White 
Street where several gunshots were reported.  There they found a man bleeding from a 
gunshot wound.  Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney said this morning the victim died a 
short time later at Baystate Medical Center.  Police are looking for a suspect described as a 
Hispanic man with a full beard wearing light colored clothes.  This is now the city's 7th 
homicide of the year. 
 
News    07/20/14   9am              : 30 
 
Police are searching for a suspect after a stabbing overnight in Holyoke.  
Holyoke police Sergeant David O'Connell told 22news just before 9:00 Saturday night, police 



were called to Maple crest circle for a stabbing.  They found a 27-year-old man bleeding out 
of his right abdomen, just outside the Maple Crest housing complex.  He was rushed to the 
Baystate Medical Center and is expected to be okay.  Police are searching for a suspect. 
 
News    07/21/14   6pm              : 30 
 
Wilbraham police are looking for those responsible for throwing furniture and electronic items 
into a pool at a martial arts school.  Wilbraham police said someone entered the pool building 
at the U.S. Tae Kwon Do Center on Stony Hill Road early this morning.  Police found the 
building was vandalized, and that furniture and electronic devices had been thrown into the 
pool.  If you have any information, call Wilbraham police at 596-3837. 
 
News    07/21/14   5pm              : 30 
 
Still no arrests have been made in connection with Springfield's 7th homicide this year.  27 
year old Jermaine Cowell was shot near his home on White Street in the city's Forest Park 
neighborhood Saturday night.  Cowell died about 40 minutes later at Baystate Medical 
Center.  Sgt. John Delaney told 22News today the shooting may have involved gangs.  If you 
have any information call the Springfield Police Detective Bureau at 787-6355. 
 
News    07/21/14   5pm              : 30 
 
Ludlow Police have identified the man involved in a domestic shooting as 41 year old Bruce 
Brissette Junior of Ludlow.  Sgt. Daniel Valadas told 22News Brissette fired 11 rounds 
outside the home at 24 Helena Street around 6:30 last night. Police helped Brisette's 
estranged wife, her two teen children and niece escape through a window.  Brissette was 
found dead in the back of the house from a self inflicted gunshot wound. 
 
News    07/22/14   6pm              : 30 
 
Hadley Police say it took seven officers to subdue a man that was high on LSD. Hadley 
Police said two of their officers and five assisting officers from Amherst were needed to 
subdue the man in the parking lot of the Staples Store on Route 9 just before 3:30 yesterday 
afternoon.  27 year old Nathan Olson of Cataumet, Mass was charged with assault and 
battery on a police officer, disorderly conduct and resisting arrest.  He's scheduled to be 
arraigned Friday in Eastern Hampshire District Court. 
 
News    07/22/14   6pm              : 30 
 
No bail for an Easthampton man charged with using a hammer to assault two disabled 
women.  59-year old Gary Couchon pleaded not guilty at his arraignment yesterday to 
attempted murder charges in connection with the alleged attack on Sunday.  Police say 
Couchon forced his way into the apartment of two women who sublet from his son. He 
allegedly hit one of the women with a hammer and choked the other.  A dangerousness 
hearing is scheduled for Friday. 
 



News    07/22/14   12pm              : 30 
 

Springfield police are looking for two men and two women who they say were involved in a 
fight in which a machete and a car were allegedly used to attack a man.  According to police 
Sgt. John Delaney, one man was taken to Baystate Medical Center after being cut with the 
large knife, and then hit by his attacker's car.  Delaney says that around 2:30 this morning, 
four men and one woman were walking down Converse Street in Forest Park, when a car 
with Connecticut plates came down the street.  An argument started which led to a fight.  
Delaney says one of the two women inside the car allegedly grabbed a machete, and cut one 
of the pedestrians, a 20 year-old man, in the face.  She then got back in the car and backed it 
up, hitting the victim as well as another man. The car was seen driving off toward Sumner 
Avenue.  The victim's friends brought him to the nearby Sunoco gas station at Sumner 
Avenue and White Street. Delaney says that the victim has a very large cut to his face, but is 
expected to survive.  Beyond the argument in the street, the motive for the attack remains 
unclear 
 
News    07/22/14   6pm              : 30 
 
Springfield Police are looking for witnesses to a violent attack in East Forest Park overnight.  
Sgt. John Delaney told 22News a 20-year old man was slashed in the face with a machete 
and then backed-up over by a car during a fight on Converse Street around 2:30 this 
morning.  Police are now for searching dark grey Toyota Camry type vehicle with Connecticut 
Plates and a shattered rear windshield.  Anyone with information should call the Springfield 
Detective Bureau at 413-787-6355. 
 
News    07/23/14   6pm              : 30 
 
An arrest has been made in a nearly two-decade old murder of a woman whose body was 
found outside the Tolland State Forest.  The Hampden County district attorney's office 
announced today that 70-year old Robert Honsch of Ohio has been charged with murder.  
The body of his wife Marcia was found in October 1995 near an entrance to the Tolland State 
Forest.  Honsch is also suspected of killing his 16 year-old daughter, Elizabeth and dumping 
her body in New Britain, Connecticut.  Honsch expected to return to Massachusetts for 
arraignment in Westfield District Court. 
 
News    07/24/14   6am              : 30 
 
Prosecutors say a Massachusetts teenager charged with killing his teacher stalked a worker 
at a youth detention facility where he was being held before attacking her.  The prosecutor 
said Wednesday that 15-year-old Philip Chism made sure he wasn't being watched before 
choking and beating the 29-year-old woman in a locker room at Metro Youth Services facility 
in Boston last month.  He was charged with murder in the October death of Danvers High 
School teacher Colleen Ritzer after following her to a bathroom.  He didn't enter a plea and 
was held on $250,000 dollars bail. 
 
News    07/24/14   6am              : 30 
 



A former Agawam High School junior varsity volleyball coach has pleaded not guilty to having 
a sexual relationship with a 15-year-old girl.  Michael Rash was arraigned on Wednesday in 
Hampden Superior Court on four counts of rape and abuse of a child aggravated by age.  
The 24-year-old was allowed to remain free on 1-thousand dollars bail with electronic 
monitoring.  Rash was arrested in June after the girl's mother suspected her daughter was 
engaged in a sexual relationship based on phone and computer records. 
 
News    07/25/14   6pm              : 30 
 
Greenfield Police say they arrested a drunk driver after he backed into a police cruiser 
Thursday night.  Greenfield Police say an officer was directing traffic at Loomis Road when 
24 year-old Dion Cadiz drove by and didn't stop.  The officer eventually got Cadiz to stop and 
then asked him to back up.  When he did so Cadiz allegedly hit the officer's cruiser.  No one 
was hurt and the cruiser was not badly damaged but Cadiz was arrested.  
 
News    07/26/14   9am              : 30 
 
Also new this morning, Springfield police are looking for a man they saw trying to shoot 
someone else on Oak Street overnight.  Springfield Police Lieutenant Henry Gagnon told 
22News at 1:17 this morning, they got the call there was a home invasion on 1236 Worcester 
Street.  When police were there, they heard gun shots at 45 Oak Street and then saw a man 
shoot at a 24-year-old victim. That person wasn't hit, but the shooter ran away.  Police are 
looking for a black man with a dark t-shirt and shorts. 
 
News    07/26/14   11pm              : 30 
 
Shortly after 9:00 tonight Springfield police converged on White Street where several 
gunshots were heard.  They found a man bleeding near 140 White Street.  Police Lt. David 
Martin told 22News they are looking for a suspect described as a Hispanic man wearing light 
colored clothes.  The victim was rushed to Baystate Medical Center.  Police are not saying 
how badly he was hurt.  22News has been calling the Springfield Police Department for more 
information, but that's all that's being given out.  
 
News    07/29/14   12pm              : 30 
 
A man who allegedly robbed a food cart in Springfield at gunpoint allegedly apologized to the 
woman running the cart before getting away with cash.  Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney 
told 22News the armed hold-up happened around 1:10 Monday afternoon at White Street 
and Belmont Avenue.  Sgt. Delaney says that the suspect walked up to the cart and asked 
the victim for an orange juice.  He then pulled out what looked to be a black semi-automatic 
pistol and demanded money.  The woman gave him some cash and the robber told her not to 
call the police.  He then said "I'm sorry" to her before running away.  After he left, she did call 
the police.  The suspect is described as a white man between 30 and 40 years old.  If you 
have any information, you are asked to call Springfield Police Detectives at the number on 
your screen or you can anonymously text a tip. 
 



News    07/29/14   6am              : 30 
 
Springfield Police are trying to determine what led to a man being shot on Maple Street 
Monday night.  Springfield Police Captain Trent Duda told 22News police were alerted by 
their "shot spotter" system just before 5:30 last night.  Officers found a 29-year-old man lying 
in front of 147 Maple Street, suffering from a single gunshot wound to his back.  The victim 
underwent surgery at Baystate and is listed in "stable condition."  No suspects so far, 
according to Captain Duda. Police have not released the man's name. 
 
News    07/30/14   6pm              : 30 
 
Springfield police have arrested a 23-year-old man after last night's shooting that wounded 
another man.  Springfield police sergeant John Delaney told 22News that Christopher 
McKenzie of Springfield is accused of shooting a man in the leg late last night on 
Massachusetts Avenue.  Mckenzie is facing several charges, including assault and battery 
with a dangerous weapon.  
 
News    07/30/14   12pm              : 30 
 
An accused drug dealer allegedly admitted to police that she was carrying narcotics but 
insisted that she only uses them.  Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney told 22News that 
officers seized 36 bags of heroin and 24 rocks of crack cocaine when they arrested 21 year 
old Melyza Rojas last night.  Sgt. Delaney says a narcotics detective had set up surveillance 
outside Rojas' apartment building at 10 Chestnut Street where he observed customers 
approaching her to buy drugs.  At around 7:30, the detective saw Rojas walk toward nearby 
Quadrangle Park and police moved in to arrest her.  As they came closer Sgt. Delaney says 
Rojas said "I have dope, I'm a user, not a seller".  In addition to the heroin and crack cocaine 
the detectives also allegedly found two bags of powder cocaine and $176 dollars in cash.  
Rojas was held overnight by Springfield police and will be arraigned today in Springfield 
District Court. 
 
 
News    07/30/14   5am              : 30 
 
Detectives in Holyoke are searching for two suspects who robbed a CVS Pharmacy store 
armed with guns.  Lt. Larry Cournoyer told 22News two masked men walked into the store at 
250 Whiting Farms Road around 10 Tuesday night. It is unclear at this time what they took.  
But Lt. Cournoyer said the men showed their weapons and left on bicycles.  One suspect is 
described as a black man around 6 foot wearing a hooded sweatshirt and jeans.  The second 
suspect is also a man and he was wearing a gray hooded sweatshirt.  If you have any 
information, call the Holyoke police department at the number on your screen. 413-536-6431. 
 
News    07/31/14   6pm              : 30 
 
More than 400 bags of heroin were seized in Springfield this morning.  Springfield police 
sergeant John Delaney told 22News police found 38-year-old Victor Garcia flushing hundreds 



of bags of heroin down the toilet when they went to arrest him on several sexual charges.  
Delaney said in all, there were 477 bags of heroin, as well as 2 large bags of cocaine.  Garcia 
is facing several charges for drugs, resisting arrest, and statutory rape. 
 
News    07/31/14   6am              : 30 
 
Springfield police are searching for a suspect that attempted to steal a car from a man.  Lt. 
Henry Gagnon told 22news officers were called to 192 Westford Avenue around 1:00 this 
morning.  They spoke with a 21-year-old man that said he had been parked outside waiting to 
pick up a friend when a man asked for a ride.  The victim refused and the suspect punched 
him through his opened driver side window several times.  When the victim got out of the car, 
there was an alleged struggle and the suspect stabbed the victim in his left side.  The suspect 
then attempted to get in the car, but the victim pulled him out.  The suspect then ran away.  
The victim's injuries are not serious. 
 
News    07/31/14   6am              : 30 
 
Springfield police are looking for a man that was involved with an alleged armed robbery late 
Wednesday night.  Just before midnight, Officers spoke with a 51-year-old man who reported 
being the victim of an armed robbery.  The victim said he had been at the Hess Station where 
he was approached by a man.  The man implied he had a gun and took the victim's cell 
phone.  The victim was not injured.  The suspect was described as being in his mid to late 
20's, stands about 6 feet tall and had been wearing an orange shirt and black dew rag at the 
time.  If you have any information you are asked to call the Springfield Police Department at 
the number on your screen. 
 
News    08/01/14   12pm              : 30 
 
Police are looking for a suspect in connection with the shooting of a 16-year-old boy, who 
was hit several times in the North End of Springfield.  Lt. Thomas Maccini told 22News 
officers were called to the first floor of a home at 2988 Main Street around 11:30 Thursday 
night.  They found the 16-year-old boy had been shot three times in his left thigh.  He was 
taken by ambulance to Baystate Medical Center, and is expected to be okay.  His family was 
very upset as police and Detectives tried to determine exactly what happened.  The suspect 
is described as a bald, 30 year old Hispanic man driving a black four door Honda Civic. 
 
News    08/01/14   6am              : 30 
 
Springfield Police made an arrest after a hit-and-run accident involving a motorcycle 
Thursday night.  Lt. David Martin told 22Newsw a car bumped the motorcycle on State Street 
near the intersection with School Street a little before 10:00 this evening.  The motorcycle 
rider suffered a shoulder injury, but he's expected to be ok.  Lt Martin said police caught up 
with the driver and arrested him about a block away. 
 
News    08/02/14   11pm              : 30 
 



State Police say an expired registration led to the arrest of a suspected drug dealer in 
Holyoke this morning.  Trooper David Vincent, who's assigned to the Springfield State Police 
Barracks, pulled over a GMC Yukon with an expired registration.  Trooper Vincent found 
marijuana packaged for distribution, and some (suh-box-own) suboxone.  35 year old Julio 
Izquierdo was arraigned in Holyoke District Court for possession of marijuana with Intent to 
Distribute and driving an Unregistered Motor Vehicle. 
 
News    08/04/14   6pm              : 30 
 
Springfield Police have arrested two men accused of firing guns during a fight over a stolen 
iPhone.  Sgt. John Delaney told us 22 year old Joel Fernandez and 20 year old Juan Ortiz 
was arrested Saturday morning after a disturbance at 193 Commwealth Ave.  Sgt. Delaney 
said both men admitted to firing guns during a heated argument over the stolen I-phone.  
Both men face several charges including Carrying a Firearm without a License. 
 
News    08/05/14   12pm              : 30 
 
A man was shot in Springfield early this morning.  According to Lt. Henry Gagnon, officers 
were sent to 550 Union St. around 3 this morning after their Shotspotter Activation system 
picked up the noise of gunfire in the area.  Around 3:15 a.m. a 22-year-old man arrived at 
Mercy medical center by a private car with gunshot wounds.  He was later taken to Baystate 
medical center and is expected to survive.  Back in May, Officers found 18-year-old Lenezzia 
Clarke had been shot on the doorstep of 550 Union Street.  She died shortly afterwards.  
That same week, two others were shot at that same building- a 17-year-old boy and a 24-
year-old woman.  Both survived. 
 
News    08/05/14   6am              : 30 
 
Springfield Police are also investigating another incident that happened on Centre Street in 
Indian Orchard earlier this morning.  Around 1:30 am officers were sent to a home on Centre 
Street after a neighbor reported hearing gunfire. Bullet holes were found in the side of a 
home, but investigators did not know if they were aimed at someone else. 
 
News    08/06/14   6pm              : 30 
 
Springfield Police say they arrested a man who was selling drugs at a park in the city's South 
End.  Sgt. John Delaney told 22News 46-year old Carlos Leon was arrested yesterday 
afternoon after officers observed him selling heroin at the Emerson Wight Playground on 
Marble Street.  Delaney said Leon would sit hear the baseball diamond and hide his stash 
near home plate.  Leon has been charged with possession with intent to distribute, violating a 
drug free park zone and resisting arrest. 
 
News    08/06/14   6pm              : 30 
 
Greenfield Police arrested a man on drug and shoplifting charges after he allegedly stole 
DVD's from the Big Y grocery store.  Greenfield police say 32 year old Jacob Jarvenpaa of 



Deerfield was detained by the store's loss prevention officer after he tried to take 100-dollars 
worth of DVD’s from the store.  Police say they found a small pill bottle containing 10 baggies 
of heroin after they brought Jarvenpaa to the police station for booking. 
 
News    08/06/14   6pm              : 30 
 
West Springfield police are searching for a man who they say broke into a pizza shop in 
town.  West Springfield police Detective Matthew Mattina told 22News the man in these 
surveillance photos broke into Star Pizza on Main Street late Thursday night or early Friday 
morning.  The suspect didn't get away with anything, but did cause a lot of damage.  If you 
have any information, call West Springfield police at 413-263-3210. 
 
News    08/06/14   6pm              : 30 
 
A Hartford police officer with some history in western Massachusetts has been arrested in 
Connecticut, accused of shoplifting from a Wal-Mart.  34 year old Springfield native Luis 
Feliciano turned himself in today, but the alleged theft took place last month.  He was 
arrested for murder in 2006 in Springfield but was never prosecuted because of a 
misidentification.  He later applied to become a Springfield police officer in 2009.  He scored 
high on his civil service exam, but was not given a job in the department and lost his appeal.  
Feliciano became a Hartford cop in 2012. 
 
News    08/06/14   12pm              : 30 
 
And a man who was stabbed on West Street in Springfield's North End Tuesday night is 
expected to recover from his injuries according to Sgt. John Delaney.  The man was stabbed 
in the chest, in front of the West Street Pride Station at 8:25 last night.  Police found the 
victim across the street in the apartment complex at 101 Lowell Street.  Police detectives 
recovered a knife handle and a sheath, but were searching for a blade.  There haven't been 
any arrests in that stabbing.  
 
News    08/06/14   6am              : 30 
 
Springfield police are investigating a stabbing Tuesday night in the city's McKnight 
neighborhood.  Captain Trent Duda told 22News a person was stabbed in the area of 64 
Lincoln Street around 11:00 last night.  Not much more information was released about a 
victim.  Officers could be seen taping off the area around a house and speaking with potential 
witnesses.  The Springfield Police Detective Bureau is still investigating. 
 
News    08/07/14   6am              : 30 
 
A high speed car chase began in Amherst and ended in Hadley just a few hours ago.  
Amherst Police attempted to stop the vehicle, but the driver, a 20-year-old man from Holyoke, 
sped up, and drove through Hadley.  He reached speeds over 100 miles per hour.  The 
chase ended when the driver drove into a utility pole in the area of Russell and West Streets 



in Hadley.  The driver was taken to Baystate Medical Center.  He will face several charges 
including operating with a revoked license and refusing to stop for a police officer. 
 
News    08/07/14   6am              : 30 
 
State and local Springfield police are investigating a shooting that occurred in the area of the 
interstate 91 north on ramp off of Main Street in Springfield early Friday morning.  The on 
ramp which is located by the McDonalds on Route 20 was closed as police investigated. Lt. 
Maccini of the Springfield Police Department told 22News that officers were sent to a 
shooting that occurred in the area of the I-91 on ramp around 3 a.m.  Lt. Maccini said a man 
had been shot once in the abdomen during what was initially reported as a carjacking. He 
was taken to a nearby hospital; his condition is not yet known.  The man was limp when AMR 
put him on a stretcher.  Trooper Nick Germain of the Massachusetts State Police Springfield 
Barracks said that state police have taken over the investigation. They are searching for two 
men that were involved in the shooting. 
 
News    08/07/14   6am              : 30 
 
It took Northampton police detectives six hours to arrest the prime suspect in a Thursday 
afternoon bank Robbery on King Street.  Northampton Detective Lt. Alan Borowski told 
22News a man passed a note to a teller at the Freedom Credit Union at 2:45 yesterday 
afternoon and made his getaway on a bicycle.  The teller handed several thousand dollars 
over to the robber.  The State Police helicopter and dog team were unable to locate the 
suspect, but detectives were able to track him down and arrest 53 year old Michael Lucey in 
a West Springfield Motel. Lt. Borowski said they were waiting for a search warrant and 
expected to recover at least some of the cash from that Riverdale Street motel room.  Lucey's 
been charged with unarmed robbery and larceny over $250 dollars. 
 
News    08/08/14   6pm              : 30 
 
Wilbraham police arrested a man for driving under the influence after he crashed his car into 
a utility poll on Boston Road.  Wilbraham police said 22 year old Mario Varzeas' car burst into 
flames after it struck a poll near the home depot around 4:15 yesterday afternoon.  Varzeas 
was not hurt. He was arrested and charged with operating under the influence of alcohol and 
negligent operation of a motor vehicle. 
 
News    08/08/14   6pm              : 30 
 
A 20-year old Holyoke man is facing charges after a high speed chase through Amherst and 
Hadley.  Amherst Police told 22News the driver took off from a traffic stop on Meadow Street 
early this morning.  The unidentified-suspect's car reached speeds over 100 miles per hour 
before crashing into a utility pole near Route nine in Hadley.  Amherst Police said he’ll be 
arraigned on several charges once he recovers from his injuries. 
 
News    08/08/14   6pm              : 30 
 



A Hartford police officer with ties to Springfield has been arrested and charged with larceny 
for the second time this week.  The Hartford Police Department said 34-year-old Luis 
Feliciano turned himself in yesterday after a second warrant was issued for his arrest.  
Investigators say he was caught on camera stealing merchandise while working a security 
job at Walmart.  Feliciano was arrested on a murder charge in Springfield in 2006, but was 
never prosecuted because of a mis-identification.  He became a Hartford cop in 2012. 
 
News    08/08/14   6pm              : 30 
 
Greenfield Police need your help identifying a man who robbed a downtown bank this 
afternoon.  Greenfield Police Lt. William Gordon told 22News this man walked into the 
People's United Bank on Federal Street just after noontime and passed the teller a note, 
demanding money.  He did not show a weapon and got away with an undisclosed amount of 
cash. No one was hurt.  If you recognize this man, call the Greenfield Police Department at 
773-5411. 
 
News    08/08/14   6pm              : 30 
 
Springfield Police arrested a man who they say was trying to sell a shotgun to random people 
on the street.  Sgt. John Delaney told 22News 20 year old Ricardo Baez was approaching 
people outside the CVS at the "X" yesterday afternoon and asking them if they wanted to buy 
a shotgun.  Delaney said Baez was carrying a suitcase containing a 12 gauge shotgun and 
29 shotgun shells.  He was arrested and charged with possession of a firearm without an FID 
card, possession of ammo and improper storage of a firearm. 
 
News    08/08/14   5pm              : 30 
 
A follow up now on a deadly shooting and possible carjacking in Springfield overnight, State 
Police have identified the victim as 44 year old Jose Gonzalez of Chicopee.  Gonzalez was 
found with gunshot wounds just after 3 this morning.  He was on the I- 91 north on-ramp off 
Plainfield Street in the Springfield's North End.  He was rushed to Baystate Medical Center 
where he later died.  A short time after, police found Gonzalez's car crashed into a traffic 
island on Beauview Terrace in West Springfield.  Right now, state police are not commenting 
on suspects or a possible motive. 
 
News    08/09/14   11pm              : 30 
 
Northampton Police are trying to find out who set fire to an Israeli flag this week. Someone 
burned the Israeli flag outside Congregation B'nai Israel on Prospect Street Wednesday.  The 
synagogue's executive director told 22News that, while members of the congregation are 
disturbed by this seeming act of hate, they're encouraged by the response from the 
community. 
 
News    08/10/14   11pm              : 30 
 



Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney told 22News, 26-year-old Lamar Kelly, of Springfield, 
was shot and killed near William DeBerry Elementary School. Delaney said around 5 o'clock 
officers performed first aid, but Kelly died shortly after arriving at a nearby hospital.  
Detectives processing the area did find Kelly with a large bag of white powder weighing 53 
grams. They believe it to be cocaine.  Police say this appears to be drug and/or gang related.  
They are searching for a small grey Honda that was seen speeding away.  Anyone with any 
information is asked to call the Springfield Detective Bureau at 413-787-6355 or "Text-a-Tip". 
 
News    08/12/14   6am              : 30 
 
Springfield police have arrested a woman who allegedly fired shots from a stolen gun after 
getting into a fender bender.  Police Sgt. John Delaney told 22News 32-year-old Jessica 
Velazquez of Springfield fired shots into the air on Dickinson Street, where the accident 
happened early Sunday morning.  Alarmed, the other driver left the area.  Velazquez, along 
with her passenger 29-year-old Samuel Oquendo of Holyoke, is facing several weapons 
charges.  Police traced the gun that was used and found it was one of the 56 guns stolen 
from Camfour Inc. in Westfield back in June. 
 
News    08/14/14   6pm              : 30 
 
Springfield Police arrested a man and woman for allegedly growing marijuana plants in their 
home.  19 year old Sha - lynn Davey and 26 year old Willie Hall were both arrested.  Sgt. 
John Delaney told 22News, police raided their home at 96 Decatur Street in the Indian 
Orchard section of the city.  They allegedly found about 30 pot plants growing in the back 
yard and another 65 plants growing inside.  They also allegedly found a pistol and nearly 
$8,000 in cash.  Both Davey and Hill were arraigned today in Springfield District Court. 
 
News    08/14/14   6pm              : 30 
 
Pittsfield Police are asking for your help to find a man accused of a break-in. They're looking 
for 30 year old William Morrison.  Police say he may also be a suspect in multiple other 
break-ins.  Morrison has some distinct tattoos that may make it easier to identify him.  If you 
have any information that may help police, you can call them at 448-9700. 
 
News    08/14/14   6am              : 30 
 
Springfield Police arrested a man Wednesday who they say spit out rocks of crack cocaine 
like a "Pez dispenser" into officers hands.  According to Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney, 
26-year-old Brandon Williamson faces several charges including possession of Crack 
Cocaine with Intent to Distribute.  Officers were originally called because Williamson allegedly 
tried to break into his ex-girlfriends apartment on Belle Street during the day.  When the 
officers arrived he was seen being chased by a woman who lives at the apartment.  Upon 
further investigation, police found the drugs packaged for sale stuffed in his mouth. 
 
News    08/14/14   6am              : 30 
 



Chicopee Police say they found hundreds of bags of heroin and thousands of dollars in cash 
during a raid on an apartment in Chicopee Center.  Chicopee Police say Richard Santiago 
and Edwin Otero of Springfield, and Christopher Garcia of Holyoke, were arrested Tuesday 
night after they searched the apartment at 16 Chapman Street.  During the search, police 
reportedly found more than 300 bags of heroin and cocaine, as well as $6,000 dollars in 
cash. Three pit bulls in the apartment were also taken to the Thomas J. O'connor animal 
control and adoption center in Springfield.  
 
News    08/14/14   6am              : 30 
 
Springfield Police arrested three armed robbery suspects Wednesday afternoon.  
According to Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney, around 2 pm yesterday, a woman armed 
with a handgun demanded money from the Citgo gas station on Wilbraham Road.  Police 
tracked her down to Somerset Street where they found a gun and money in her car.  The 
driver, 33-year-old Janet Abely as well as 31-year-old Heather Messier, both of Springfield 
and 31-year-old Jose Perez were all arrested.  All 3 are being charged with armed robbery, 
as well as 4 separate armed robberies in Springfield since July.  They will be arraigned in 
Springfield District Court today. 
 
News    08/14/14   11pm              : 30 
 
Springfield Police arrested three people for a drug deal in the city's downtown area.  Sgt. 
John Delaney told 22News 22-year old Geovanie Guzman, 36-year old Jessica Cruz were 
selling drugs to 38-year old Jerry Rivera last night in the area of 10 Chestnut Street.  Police 
had set up there surveillance after neighbors complained about the drug deals.  Sgt. Delaney 
said detectives will be closely monitoring Chestnut Street and the Merrick Park to stop drug 
sales downtown. 
 
News    08/15/14   6pm              : 30 
 
A previously convicted drug dealer who was out on probation was caught selling his product 
on the streets of Springfield once again.  26 year old Daniel Ruiz was arrested.  Police were 
conducting surveillance on his home at 62 Calhoun Street and saw him dealing heroin 
outside.  When officers approached him he started running.  The police chased him down 
and put him into handcuffs.  They found 50 bags of heroin and some cash.  He's being held 
on $75,000. 
 
News    08/15/14   6am              : 30 
 
Springfield police say they discovered a marijuana growing operation while serving a 
restraining order.  Springfield police sergeant John Delaney told 22News, police saw 30 
marijuana plants growing in the backyard at 96 Decatur Street.  When they searched the 
house, they found another 65 plants growing inside the home.  Police arrested 26-year-old 
Willie Hall and 19-year-old Shalynn Davey on multiple charges, including cultivating 
marijuana and possession with intent to distribute. 
 



News    08/15/14   11pm              : 30 
 
Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney told 22News, 26-year-old Lamar Kelly, of Springfield, 
was shot and killed near William DeBerry Elementary School.   Delaney said around 5:00 
officers performed first aid, but Kelly died shortly after arriving at a nearby hospital.  
Detectives processing the area did find Kelly with a large bag of white powder weighing 53 
grams.  They believe it to be cocaine.   Police say this appears to be drug and/or gang 
related.  They are searching for a small grey Honda that was seen speeding away.  Anyone 
with any information is asked to call the Springfield Detective Bureau at 413-787-6355 or 
"Text-a-Tip". 
 
News    08/16/14   6pm              : 30 
 
A shooting this weekend in Holyoke cost a 31 year old man his life.  Holyoke police aren't 
quite ready to tell us the name of the shooting victim, but police spokesman Lt. Jim Albert told 
22News, the man was shot and killed outside the Los Jibaritos Club at 637 South Summer 
Street.  Friends took him to Holyoke Medical Center where he later died.  He's the second 
person to die violently in Holyoke so far this year.  Police hope to piece together enough 
evidence to lead them to the killer or killers. 
 
News    08/18/14   6pm              : 30 
 
A teenager is in custody and a second is in the hospital after a shooting this morning in 
Pittsfield.  Police were called to the area of Tyler and First streets just before 9 this morning 
for a report of gunfire.  Police took one teenage boy into custody. He is believed to be the 
shooter.  The victim was taken to Berkshire Medical Center where he underwent surgery.  No 
names have been released.  As a precaution, nearby schools holding summer programs 
were also placed in lockdown. 
 
News    08/19/14   6am              : 30 
 
Holyoke Police have identified a weekend shooting victim as 31-year old Holyoke resident 
Alberto Xavier Rivera, who also went by the nick-name "Saby."  Rivera was shot and killed 
outside the Los Jibaritos Social Club on South Summer Street early Saturday morning.  Lt. 
Jim Albert said the Holyoke and State Police Detectives assigned to the Hampden County 
District Attorney's Office are investigating the city's second homicide of the year.  There have 
been no arrests so far. 
 
News    08/20/14   6pm              : 30 
 
The Ohio man charged in a cold case murder in Tolland will soon be returned 
Massachusetts.  Hampden County District Attorney James Orenstein announced today that 
Robert Honsch waived rendition this morning in Wayne County Municipal Court, Wooster, 
Ohio.    A date has not yet been set for his arraignment in Westfield District Court.  Honsch 
was charged last month with the 1995 murder of his wife.  Her body was found in the Tolland 



State Forest.    He's also suspected of killing his 16 year-old daughter, Elizabeth and 
dumping her body in New Britain, Connecticut. 
 
News    08/21/14   6am              : 30 
 

Lt. Thomas Maccini told 22News that there shot spotter activation system picked up the noise 
of gunfire in the Six Corners neighborhood around 12:30.  There were also multiple 911 calls 
from concerned residents.  Lt. Maccini said that a house at 11 George Street had bullet holes 
in it when officers arrived.  A black Saturn car reportedly sped away from the area after the 
gunshots were fired.  No one was hurt.  Police are still investigating. 
 
News    08/21/14   6am              : 30 
 
Springfield police received multiple calls overnight for the report of gunfire throughout the city.  
Officers could be seen collecting evidence on Phoenix Street just before midnight.  This is in 
the Liberty Heights neighborhood.   
 
News    08/22/14   6pm              : 30 
 
Springfield Police are investigating the city's 10th homicide this year.  A 25 year old man from 
Agawam was shot and killed here on Allen St.  Witnesses told police they heard gunfire near 
this McDonalds on Allen St.  Police found the victim a little down the road, where he had 
crashed his car.  I called the Springfield Police Detective Bureau a short time ago.  At this 
point, they are not releasing the victim's name.  Lt. Richard LaBelle told 22News the victim 
was shot in the back.  He died at Baystate Medical Center. 
 
News    08/23/14   11pm              : 30 
 
Police in Holyoke are investigating a homicide.  Lt. Jim Albert told 22News it was just after 
2:15 this morning when shots were fired at the Los Jibaritos Social Club at 637 South 
Summer Street.  When the police got there, they saw blood, but no victim.  The victim was a 
31 year old man.  Police say some friends took him Holyoke Medical Center, where he died.  
No arrests have been made. 
 
News    08/24/14   6pm              : 30 
 
Police in Southwick are looking for a car that sped off, after hitting a person riding a bicycle.  
Southwick Police Sgt. Rhett Bannish told 22News it happened near 85 North Longyard Road 
at around 9:30 this morning.  A car allegedly clipped the bicycle rider with the vehicles side 
mirror and kept on driving.  The victim was taken to the hospital but it expected to be okay.  
There's no description of the vehicle. 
 
News    08/25/14   6pm              : 30 
 
Chicopee police are searching for three suspects who attacked and robbed a man on 
Meetinghouse Road this morning.  Police say the victim reported he was jumped by three 
Hispanic men at Manny's Market, who then beat him up and stole his keys.   When they got 



back into their car, the driver shot at the victim, missing him, but striking his vehicle.  Police 
are now investigating the incident, which includes attempted murder, assault and battery with 
a dangerous weapon, and armed robbery. 
 
News    08/25/14   6pm              : 30 
 
A man accused of killing his wife 20 years ago faced a judge today in Westfield. In 1995, a 
hiker found Marcia Honsch's body near the entrance to Tolland State Forest in the southern 
Berkshires.  Now nearly 20 years later, her husband, Robert Honsch was arraigned today on 
murder charges here at Westfield District Court.  Honsch pleaded not guilty.  And he is right 
now being held without the right to bail.  When police arrested Honsch about a month ago, he 
was living in Ohio under an assumed name with a new wife and children.  According to 
Hampden District Attorney James Orenstein, after searching Honsch's Ohio home, police 
were able to connect him to items that were found where Marcia Honsch's body was 
discovered.  At the time of the killing, the family was living in Brewster, New York.  Robert 
Honsch is also accused of killing his daughter Elizabeth Honsch.  Her body was found behind 
a mini-mall in New Britain, Connecticut.  Honsch's next court date is scheduled for September 
23rd. 
 
News    08/27/14   6pm              : 30 
 
Springfield Police say they arrested two heroin dealers and a customer during three 
simultaneous drug raids in the city's mason square neighborhood..  Sgt. John Delaney told 
22News two women and a man was arrested after the raids on Melrose Street and Eastern 
Avenue last night.  Detectives reportedly found more than 300 bags of heroin and more than 
$1,600 dollars in cash.  The suspects are facing several charges including possession and 
distribution of heroin. 
 
News    08/27/14   6am              : 30 
 
Holyoke police have released more information about the victims of the two shooting 
incidents Tuesday morning.  Holyoke police were called to South Bridge Street around 1:00 
yesterday morning where they found a 25 year old man from Chicopee, who had been shot.  
He's being treated at Baystate Medical Center Minutes later, just 2 blocks away; police 
investigated a van that had crashed on Hamilton Street.  The driver, a 31 year old Springfield 
man had been shot dead.   Police have not released the identity of either victim. 
 
News    08/27/14   6am              : 30 
 
Chicopee Police have named a suspect Monday's violent robbery on Meetinghouse Road.  
Police have issued an arrest warrant for Aris Alex Bermudez.  The warrant is for attempted 
murder, assault and battery and armed robbery.  Police say Bermudez and two other men 
beat and robbed a man outside Manny's Market.  When the suspects got in their car, one of 
them shot at the victim, missing him but hitting his car. Bermudez has ties to Chicopee, 
Holyoke and Springfield. 
 



News    08/28/14   6pm              : 30 
 
One of the suspects wanted for allegedly attacking and robbing a man in Chicopee on 
Monday turned himself into district court this afternoon.  Chicopee Police Officer Mike Wilk 
told 22news Aris Bermudez is being held on $150,000 bail.  Bermudez is accused of shooting 
at and beating up a man at Manny's Market on Meetinghouse Road.  He's facing a number of 
charges including attempted murder. 
 
News    08/28/14   6pm              : 30 
 
Holyoke Police have identified the man who was shot and killed earlier this week as 31-year-
old Hector Marrero of Springfield.  Marrero was found dead inside a white van that had 
crashed on Hamilton Street early Tuesday morning.  Police believe Marrero's death is 
connected to another shooting that same night, just a few blocks away on South Bridge 
Street.  This is Holyoke’s third homicide this year.  No arrests have been made. 
 
News    08/29/14   6am              : 30 
 
After a week-long investigation, UMass and Greenfield police arrested a man accused of 
indecently exposing himself to two different women in a parking lot at UMass Amherst.  
UMass Police told 22News Greenfield Police arrested Christopher Williams of Montague, and 
charged him with two counts of Open and Gross Lewdness.  UMass police last week 
released surveillance photographs of an older model tan colored Honda.  Police believe 
Williams was in this car when he called women to the window and then exposed himself to 
them.  Williams was arraigned Thursday in Greenfield District Court.   
 
News    08/30/14   11pm              : 30 
 
Bail has been set at $100,000 dollars cash for a Springfield man accused of causing a crash 
that killed a father and daughter on Route five in Easthampton late yesterday afternoon.  45-
year old James Ainsworth of Springfield was arraigned in Northampton District Court today 
on multiple charges including Motor Vehicle Homicide and Operating under the Influence of 
Drugs.  Easthampton Police Captain Robert Alberti told 22News Ainsworth crossed the 
center line and collided head-on with a motorcycle operated by 62 year old Edward McGrath 
of Holyoke, and his daughter 29 year old Brittney McGrath of Brooklyn, New York.  Both were 
killed in the crash. 
 
News    09/03/14   11pm              : 30 
 
Springfield police say they seized more than a dozen bags of heroin from a 72 year-old man 
who they say was making drug deals from his front porch in the city's Bay neighborhood.  
Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney told 22News Cleamous Mitchell will be arraigned on 
heroin distribution and possession charges.  An alleged customer 54 year old Frankie 
Sherman of West Springfield was also arrested as part of the police surveillance operation.   
Sgt. Delaney says that narcotics detectives received word from several sources that a senior 
citizen was selling heroin at 86 Oak Grove Avenue.   Neighbors complained the dealer was 



taking orders for drugs over his cell phone.  Police set up surveillance outside Mitchell's home 
where they allegedly saw him setting up deals over the phone and making sales.  Sgt. 
Delaney says Mitchell had 14 bags of heroin on him at the time of the arrest, while Sherman 
was carrying two bags. 
 
News    09/03/14   6am              : 30 
 
A man from Agawam has been sentenced to up to seven years in state prison in connection 
with a car crash last year that killed a 16-year-old high school sophomore riding in his car.  
Vincent Albertson was sentenced Tuesday in Hampden Superior Court after pleading guilty 
to manslaughter by motor vehicle while driving under the influence of liquor.  Prosecutors say 
the 24-year-old Albertson was behind the wheel in West Springfield late on the night of on 
November 30th when his vehicle went off the road, hit a utility pole and rolled onto its side, 
killing one of his passenger’s 16-year-old Amanda Croisetiere. 
 
News    09/04/14   5pm              : 30 
 

A former employee of a compounding pharmacy in Framingham that made tainted steroid 
injections was arrested at Logan International Airport today. Federal authorities say Glenn 
Adam Chin was about to board a flight for Hong Kong.  Chin was a supervisory pharmacist at 
the New England compounding Center, which has been blamed for a nationwide fungal 
meningitis outbreak that killed 64 people.  Chin was charged with mail fraud, but prosecutors 
said the charge is part of a larger criminal investigation.  He is the first person to face criminal 
charges in the investigation. 
 
News    09/04/14   5pm              : 30 
 
The 22News I-Team has discovered a Springfield city employee was arrested buying heroin 
on Tuesday.  54 year old Frankie Sherman of West Springfield was arrested carrying two 
bags of heroin during a drug bust on Springfield's Oak Grove Avenue.   Sherman has been a 
city employee for 9 years and works in the Human Resources Department.  His 2014 salary 
is more than $61,000.  Sherman is not currently getting paid, but it is unclear how he will be 
disciplined pending an investigation. 
 
News    09/05/14   6pm              : 30 
 
State Police say they found more than 750 bags of heroin during a traffic stop on I-91 in 
Holyoke.  Troopers from the Northampton Barracks pulled the car over last Sunday after the 
driver reportedly commit numerous motor vehicle violations.  Two men and a woman from 
New Hampshire were arrested.  State Police said there was also a nine year old child in the 
car at the time.  The suspects reportedly told the troopers that they were on their way back 
from Hartford where they had gone to buy the drugs. 
 
News    09/07/14   6pm              : 30 
 
A man with a bullet wound in his head was found by a passerby this morning in Springfield's 
East Forest Park neighborhood.  Detective Captain Thomas Trites told 22News the victim 



was on the ground near his car on Overlook Drive near the Island Pond Road intersection at 
about 5:00 this morning.  The passerby first thought someone was changing a tire, but when 
he came by again he saw the man on the ground, with the victim's car still running.  Captain 
Trites said detectives don't know when the man was shot since there's no shot spotter device 
in that neighborhood.  The victim is from Connecticut.  He's now at Baystate Medical Center, 
still alive.  Police don't know who he is or what he was doing in the neighborhood. 
 
News    09/08/14   5pm              : 30 
 
A man was arrested in Greenfield for distributing drugs at a fair.  On Friday night, just before 
11:00, Greenfield Police received reports of a man selling drugs at the Franklin county fair.  
Police found 20 year old Deshon Sanders of Millers Falls in possession of what appeared to 
be marijuana, cocaine and a large amount of cash.  Sanders was arrested and charged with 
possession and distribution of drugs. 
 
News    09/09/14   6pm              : 30 
 
Westfield Police arrested 3 men after an overnight business break-in.  Westfield Police Sgt. 
Jeffrey Baillargeon told 22News the theft was at JJ's Variety on Montgomery Road shortly 
after 1:00 this morning.  According to Sgt. Baillargeon the men were arrested after their car 
was stopped a short distance from the store.  Cigarettes and cigars were stolen. 
 
News    09/09/14   6pm              : 30 
 
Chicopee Police are investigating a break-in at a city church where a chalice worth $12,000 
dollars was reportedly stolen.  Chicopee Police say the chalice as well as other items were 
discovered to be missing from the St. Rose de Lima Church on Grattan Street at around 7:00 
Monday morning.  Detectives are still looking into the break in, and are encouraging anyone 
with any information to call them at (413) 594-1700. 
 
News    09/10/14   5pm              : 30 
 
The shooting victim in Springfield's East Forest Park neighborhood has died.  Springfield 
Police Sgt. John Delaney told 22news, 38 year old Demarcus Johnson of East Hartford, 
Connecticut, died in the hospital on Tuesday.  Johnson was found shot in the head just 
before 5 Sunday morning on Overlook drive.  No arrests have been made.  This is the city's 
11th homicide of the year. 
 
News    09/11/14   6pm              : 30 
 

Springfield Police say a man who walked into a convenience store with a fake gun intending 
to rob the place didn't count on one thing; the store owner having a real gun.  Sgt. John 
Delaney told 22News 20-year-old Fernell Pelzer entered Walnut Convenience just after 10:00 
last night, confronted the owner and tried to pistol whip him using the fake gun.  The two men 
struggled and the owner came out on top, police say, largely because he had a properly 
registered and licensed real gun.  The store owner called 911 and kept the suspect inside the 



store at gunpoint until police arrived.  
 
News    09/11/14   6pm              : 30 
 
Police in Westfield have issued an arrest warrant for a man wanted in several brazen 
larcenies.  Westfield Detectives say Robert Berube walked out of local businesses with high 
priced items.  Police don't know where he currently lives but believe he has ties to Greenfield 
and Dudley.  They also said Berube has an extensive criminal history dating back to the 
1980’s.  If you have any information on his whereabouts, call Westfield Detectives at 572-
6400. 
 
News    09/11/14   6pm              : 30 
 
Chicopee police need your help identifying a larceny suspect.  This surveillance video was 
shot outside the East Side Grill on East Street around 8:00 last night. You can see from the 
video that the suspect walked into the fenced area and stole a bike.  If you recognize this 
suspect, call Chicopee police at 594-1730. 
 
News    09/11/14   6pm              : 30 
 
Greenfield Police need your help identifying a man who broke into an antique store early this 
morning.  Detective Sgt. Dan McCarthy told 22News the suspect broke into Whitney Hill 
Antiques just after 6:00 this morning.  The suspect stole a silver colored case with a glass top 
containing coins.  Anyone with information should call Greenfield Police at 773-5411. 
 
News    09/11/14   6pm              : 30 
 
32 year old Kevin Allen of Springfield has been arrested on arson charges.  He's accused of 
setting fire to a shed and house in East Longmeadow early this morning.  State Fire Marshal 
Stephen Coan said the fire spread to the home at 19 Brookhaven drive around 1:30 this 
morning.  Coan said Allen is known to the woman who lives in the home and was found by 
police a short distance away with a lighter.  Coan said this was an act of domestic violence 
that he called "attempted murder”.  Allen has been charged with two counts of burning a 
structure, and one count of burning someone's home. 
 
News    09/11/14   6am              : 30 
 
Springfield Police arrested a man after finding evidence that he fired a gun from inside his 
home.  Lt. Thomas Maccini told 22news Daniel Burgos of 1015 Worcester Street was 
arrested and faces several charges.  Officers originally went to the area of Holly Street and 
Worcester Street after getting multiple calls about gunshots.  Lt. Maccini said a officers found 
visible signs of a gun being fired in his home and a person driving by had their passenger 
window blown out by a bullet. 
 
News    09/11/14   6am              : 30 
 



Palmer Police are searching for three suspects this morning who they say broke into a multi-
family home armed with guns.  Detective Sgt. Christopher Burns told 22News 3 men forced 
their way into a home on high street in the three rivers section around 10:30 last night.   Sgt. 
Burns said 2 of the suspects were described as black men who wore masks.  Those two 
were also armed with handguns.  Sgt. Burns said one of the people living in the house was 
pistol-whipped.  But he said it appears they were not the intended targets.  Police are still 
searching for the suspects. 
 
News    09/12/14   6pm              : 30 
 

A man and woman from Springfield were arrested for possession of psychedelic mushrooms 
after a traffic stop in Greenfield early this morning.  Greenfield Police said 27 year old Felix 
Caban and 24 year old Allison Smith have been charged with possession of class B, C, and 
D substances.  Caban and Smith allegedly had 12 Ziploc baggies of mushrooms, cocaine, 
and marijuana in their car at the time of the traffic stop.  Caban also had a separate active 
warrant for his arrest. 
 
News    09/12/14   6pm              : 30 
 
Springfield police say they arrested two "high level heroin dealers" from Holyoke.  
Sgt. John Delaney told 22News 28 year old Omar Marrero and his brother, 19 year old 
Jovanni Marrero, were arrested after making a delivery of more than a thousand bags of 
heroin to a parking lot on Boston road last night.  Both men were charged Trafficking Heroin 
and Possession of Heroin with Intent to Distribute. 
 
News    09/12/14   6pm              : 30 
 
North Adams Police are investigating the armed robbery of a convenience store. Take a look 
at these surveillance photos.  Police say the suspect robbed the Cumberland Farms on 
Route 2 around 11:30 Wednesday night.  The suspect was armed with a silver and black 
handgun and was also wearing some type of skull mask.  Police believe he is a white or 
Hispanic man. He may have gotten away in a small, silver sedan type vehicle.  Anyone with 
information should call North Adams Detectives at 413-662-3105. 
 
News    09/12/14   6am              : 30 
 
Springfield narcotics detectives arrested seven suspected drug dealers in a raid in Mason 
Square Wednesday.  Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney said suspects were jumping out of 
windows in an attempt to escape the detectives raiding the house at 550 Union Street 
Wednesday afternoon.  But no one got away.  Police also seized four handguns and 118 
grams of crack cocaine.  Sgt. Delaney said there have been several shootings at this house, 
including a homicide in May.  Seven suspects were charged with trafficking cocaine, 
possession of cocaine with intent to distribute, and four counts of possession of a firearm. 
 
News    09/13/14   6pm              : 30 
 



A Springfield gunman shot his armed robbery victim early this morning.  The shooting victim 
was one of two men confronted by alleged thieves with guns, just before 3:00 this morning on 
Marlborough Street in the Upper Hill section of Springfield.  Police Lt. Thomas Macini told 
22News, the bullet grazed the man's hand as he tried to run away.  He then drove to 
Baystate Medical Center on his own for treatment.  The two gunmen forced their victims to 
empty their pockets just before the shooting.  Lt. Macini said the victims described the 
gunmen as wearing dark clothing and hoodies. 
 
News    09/14/14   6pm              : 30 
 
Western New England University students in Springfield were startled today to hear of an 
armed robbery near their campus Saturday night.  Springfield College and Western New 
England University students all got texts Saturday night to stay near campus: three students 
were robbed at gunpoint not far from either school. Even traveling as a group, three students 
said three people approached them as they walked near the intersection of Alden Street and 
Wilbraham Road around 8:30 Saturday night, threatening them with what looked like a rifle.  
Their cell phones and other items were stolen, but no one was hurt.  Western New England 
University Spokesman Dave Stawasz told 22News as soon as the university found out, they 
sent a text alert to students.  Springfield Police Detectives are still looking for the three people 
responsible for the robbery. 
 
News    09/15/14   6am              : 30 
 
Springfield Police are searching for the suspects involved in an overnight armed robbery.  
Just after midnight, police were called to the Racing Mart at 363 Main Street in city's Indian 
Orchard neighborhood.  Captain Strzempek told 22News two Hispanic men went into the 
shop, showed the clerk a gun and got away with some cash.  No arrests have been made.  
The investigation is ongoing. 
 
News    09/16/14   6pm              : 30 
 
Springfield Police need your help identifying two men who stole hundreds of dollars in cash 
from the Boston Road Walmart.  Take a look at these surveillance photos.  Sgt. John 
Delaney told 22News these two men stole $710.00 dollars out of a register September 5th.  
Sgt. Delaney said the men casually walked out of the store and got into a waiting car.  If you 
recognize either one of these suspects, call Springfield Police Detectives at 787-6355. 
 
News    09/17/14   6pm              : 30 
 
Northampton police are investigating after someone stole air bags from 35 vehicles at a car 
dealership.  Police say the steering wheel air bags were stolen from vehicles at Lia Honda 
either late Monday or early Tuesday.   The thief or thieves broke the rear windows in the cars 
to gain access.  Experts say the air bags, which cost about $1,000 retail, can be sold on the 
black market for between $50 and $200. 
 
News    09/19/14   6pm              : 30 



 
Chicopee Police say they arrested two men wanted for breaking into two separate places in 
the city.  24 year old Adriel Calderon of Springfield and 31-year old Brian Moller of Chicopee 
were arrested yesterday.  Chicopee police say both men were seen breaking into two 
separate locations between 1:45 and 2:15 in the afternoon.  Police were able to track the 
men down after witnesses identified their car.  Moller and Calderon were charged with 
breaking and entering and drug possession. 
 
News    09/19/14   6pm              : 30 
 
Eleven people are in jail tonight after a massive drug and weapons bust in Holyoke.  Holyoke 
Police, working with various state and federal agencies, arrested 11 people and seized drugs, 
weapons and $5,000 in cash.  More than 130 law enforcement officials carried out "Operation 
60 Minutes" early this morning.  They served arrest warrants to 11 people, ranging in age 
from 24 to 45.  Holyoke Police Chief James Neiswanger told 22News most of them lived in 
Holyoke and they also had ties to the La Familia gang in South Holyoke. 
 
News    09/21/14   6pm              : 30 
 
Someone set a car on fire early this morning in Springfield's Forest Park neighborhood.  
There wasn't much left of the 2004 Ford Explorer when firefighters got there.  And according 
to fire department spokesman Dennis Leger, the car fire in front of 136 Johnson Street was 
no accident.  He's hoping someone saw enough to call the arson squad with some good 
information.  You can reach the arson squad at 787-6370. 
 
News    09/22/14   6pm              : 30 
 
East Longmeadow Police say they arrested a Washington state man for putting a "skimmer" 
on an ATM to steal customers' information.  East Longmeadow Police caught 33 year old 
Aaron Benjamin James Dario early Sunday morning as he tried to get away with a skimming 
device from an ATM machine here at this TD Bank on N. Main St. in East Longmeadow.  
Police Sgt. Patrick Manley told 22News Dario allegedly placed a recording device at the 
entrance to the ATM area and a skimming device on an ATM itself.  A skimmer is an overlay 
item that goes on the keypad or the card reader and it illegally records people's banking 
information.  A bank employee found these items and reported it right away. Cybersecurity 
expert Dr. Larry Snyder told 22News no matter where you are there is a simple way to make 
sure you're not using a jeopardized machine.   
 
News    09/22/14   6pm              : 30 
 
A man shot in the head in Springfield's Six Corner's neighborhood has died.  Captain Thomas 
Trites told 22News that 20 year old Travis Humphrey-Frazer of Springfield was found shot 
near Knox and Mill Street just after 6:00last night.  He died a few hours later at Baystate 
Medical Center.  No arrests have yet been made.  Police are not releasing any information 
about a possible motive. This is the city's 12th homicide this year. 
 



News    09/24/14   6pm              : 30 
 
Springfield police arrested seven people suspected of robbing six victims at knifepoint in the 
course of an hour.  Sgt. John Delaney told 22News the five adults and two juveniles rode 
around in a Green Chevy Suburban and stole cell phones, an iPad and jewelry in three 
separate robberies last night.  The suspects were arrested just after the third robbery.  Sgt. 
Delaney’s said police recovered seven knives and box cutters from the vehicle as well as all 
the stolen items. 
 
News    09/25/14   6pm              : 30 
 
There were extra police officers at Ludlow High School today after a threat was posted on the 
social media site "Yik Yak."  And there was an arrest.  Ludlow High stayed open despite a 
threat posted on the internet.  School Superintendent Todd Gazda notified parents through 
the robo call system.  Superintendent   Gazda told 22News, more students were absent from 
school Thursday than usual.  Later Thursday afternoon, Ludlow Police chief Pablo 
Madera said police had arrested 18 year old Matthew Kurtz of Ludlow, accused of posting the 
threatening message.  Kurtz is not a student at Ludlow high school.  He was charged with 
threat to commit a crime and making a false report concerning a firearm. 
 
News    09/25/14   6am              : 30 
 
Massachusetts State Police are searching for two suspects wanted for an armed kidnapping.  
State Police spokesman Dave Procopio said two people abducted the 49-year-old the victim 
at gunpoint in Lawrence Tuesday night, and put her in the trunk of the suspects' car.  The 
woman was able to escape from the trunk on Route 24 in Taunton when the car slowed in 
traffic.  Someone driving by helped the victim and called police.  Police are looking for 28-
year-old Adynew Alves of Boston and 28-year-old Stephanie Walker of Lawrence. 
 
News    09/26/14   6pm              : 30 
 
Springfield Police say they arrested a man wanted on a fugitive from justice charge in both 
Vermont and Connecticut.  Sgt. John Delaney told 22News 36 year old Kwamega Sincere, 
also known as Iran Brice, was arrested yesterday afternoon near the corner of White and 
Mansfield Streets.  Sincere was wanted in Vermont for a parole violation for selling cocaine.  
He was also wanted in Connecticut for violating his parole.  Sgt. Delaney said Sincere also 
failed to register as a sex offender in Massachusetts. 
 
News    09/26/14   6pm              : 30 
 
Veiovis had a loud outburst when he found out he's going to prison for life.  With no chance 
other than a successful appeal to get out.  Veiovis was the last of three men convicted of a 
2011 triple murder in Berkshire County.  Veiovis, the man with the horns is now convicted of 
taking part in the 2011 triple murders of David Glasser, Edward Frampton, and Robert 
Chadwell, in Berkshire County. The victims body was found in Beckett ten days after they 
disappeared from Pittsfield, they bodies were chopped up.  Prosecutors said the motive was 



to keep one of the victims from testifying in an unrelated case against one of Veiovis' 
accomplices Adam Lee Hall.  The other two men were killed to eliminate any 
witnesses.  Berkshire Counties District Attorney had already sent the other two men involved, 
Hall and David Chalue to prison for life and this keeps the third man involved in those 
gruesome murders behind bars as well. 
 
News    09/26/14   5:30pm              : 30 
 
Springfield Police say they've arrested two more heroin dealers.  Sgt. John Delaney told 
22News police arrested Gabriel Ramos and Kenny Gonzalez when they raided an apartment 
at 64 Osgood Street last night.  Detectives reportedly found a quantity of heroin packaged for 
sale, as well as cocaine, cash and other drug paraphernalia.  Sgt. Delaney said the 
apartment had been raided in the past where heroin had been confiscated and other people 
arrested. 
 
News    09/28/14   11pm              : 30 
 
Bullets fired in the city streets have put another victim in the hospital.  Just after 6:00 tonight 
gunshots were fired near the intersection of Knox and Mill Street in the city's Six Corner's 
neighborhood.  Springfield Police Sgt. Lawrence Murphy told 22News one man was shot and 
taken by ambulance to Baystate Medical Center.  The man was shot once and has serious 
injuries.  Springfield Police Detectives arrived looking to speak to possible witnesses or 
victims.  Right after the shooting, 22News got a call from a man who lives in the area.  He 
told us he hears gunshots almost every day. 
 
News    09/29/14   6pm              : 30 
 
Amherst Police have identified the suspect accused of assaulting two police officers in 
separate incidents over the weekend.  21-year old Nikolai James of Leverett faces multiple 
charges including assault and battery with a dangerous weapon and resisting arrest.  The 
officers both suffered broken bones in their hands during confrontations with Nikolai 
James Saturday afternoon and again Saturday night.  Amherst police say they are now down 
five full-time officers, four of them injured while making arrests.   
 
News    09/29/14   6pm              : 30 
 
A high profile triple murder trial officially ended today with Caius Veiovis being sentenced to 
life in prison without parole.  Caius Veiovis, a man accused of being an accomplice to the 
2011 triple murder in Berkshire County, will serve three consecutive life sentences without 
any possibility of parole.  But today in the courtroom, he told the judge he is innocent.  On 
Friday the jury unanimously found Veiovis guilty of playing a role in the triple murder of David 
Glasser, Edward Frampton and Robert Chadwell.  Veiovis is the third and last suspect to be 
found guilty.  Adam Lee Hall and David Chalue's trials took place earlier this year.  They are 
both serving three life sentences.   
 
News    09/30/14   6pm              : 30 



 
Springfield Police say they arrested a woman who was selling heroin just one block away 
from the Police Department.  Sgt. John Delaney told 22News 37 year old Jacqueline Nieves 
was arrested yesterday inside the "Armory Square Park" on the corner of Pearl and Spring 
Streets. That's just down the street from police headquarters.  Sgt. Delaney said detectives 
have made several arrests in the park after getting numerous complaints from neighbors and 
uniformed police officers. 
 
News    09/30/14   6am              : 30 
 
Amherst Police have identified the suspect accused of assaulting two police officers in 
separate incidents over the weekend.  21-year old Nikolai James of Leverett faces multiple 
charges including assault and battery with a dangerous weapon and resisting arrest.  The 
officers both suffered broken bones in their hands during confrontations with Nikolai James 
Saturday afternoon and again Saturday night.  Amherst police say they are now down five 
full-time officers, four of them injured while making arrests.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

The following is WWLP programming addressing Education 
during the 3rd

 quarter of 2014.  These issues were addressed 
through our locally produced news programming. 
___________________________________________________________ 
   
News    07/01/14   5pm           : 30 
 

While most children take a break from school this summer, some are using their vacation 
time to improve literacy skills.  The Talk, Read, Succeed Hasbro Summer Learning program 
pairs housing authority families from two developments in Springfield with neighboring 
elementary schools.  The goal of the 5-week summer program is to boost literacy skills for 
children in communities who may fall behind more affluent peers.  
 
News    07/09/14   5pm           : 30 
 
The Massachusetts Broadcasters Association came to 22News today to award college 
scholarships to students, some of whom are planning careers in broadcasting.  Westfield high 
school graduate Brent Houle received a Massachusetts Broadcasters Association 
scholarship during an awards ceremony Wednesday in the 22News studios.  His parents, 
newscast director Debbie Houle and news photographer Mike Houle, have each has worked 
at 22News for more than 25 years.  Fallon Guin of Greenfield benefited from the families in 
broadcasting scholarship.  Her Dad is a Franklin county radio broadcaster. The Mass 
Broadcasters Association also provided scholarship money to college students Kelly O'Neill 
and Alexandra Siegel.  Both young women are planning broadcast careers.  The cost of 
education and the mass broadcasters, 22news, are really pleased to assist students and 
families in a small way by contributing toward their education.  A great day for these students 
and for their parents, filled with pride at what their sons and daughters have achieved, and 
hope for what their futures hold. 
 
News    07/10/14   5:30pm          : 30 
 
A break for Student-athletes who have to play big games that fall on SAT exam dates.  Last 
month, students from two Western Massachusetts high schools had to choose between 
academics or athletics, and one lawmaker believes that a choice they shouldn't be forced to 
make.  Twenty players from Hopkins Academy and Turners Falls High School had a baseball 
tournament scheduled at the same time as the SAT's leaving them with a difficult decision to 
make.  Rep. John Scibak filed legislation to prevent the Massachusetts Interscholastic 
Athletic Association from scheduling games that conflict with the SAT's.  Both parties offered 
a compromise before the Education Committee that would allow the Association to give a 
two-week notice for schools to provide alternate test days for student-athletes during 
championship games.  It would also set scheduling standards between the Association and 
schools at the beginning of the year so that students won't have to choose between getting 



into college or playing in the game.  It's now up to the Education Committee to decide 
whether to report the compromise out favorably.  
 
News    07/14/14   6pm          : 30 
 
There could soon be more students in charter schools throughout Massachusetts.  The 
demand is high for charter schools, especially in Springfield, and what this bill would do is 
gradually lift the spending cap to the state's most under-performing cities.  Charter schools 
are becoming more and more in demand with nearly 4,000 children on a wait list in 
Springfield alone.  This week, the Massachusetts Senate plans to take up a bill that would 
funnel more money to charter schools performing in the bottom 10%. 
 
News    07/21/14   6pm          : 30 
 
The University of Massachusetts is expanding with a campus in downtown Springfield.  The 
UMass Center in Springfield is still under construction, but will offer its students 40 courses 
beginning this fall, that concentrates on certain areas that other campuses might not offer.  
This includes nursing, which will have 3 classrooms specialized for students to examine each 
other and perform labs.  This construction that you see is on the second floor of Tower 
Square in downtown Springfield, where there will be 10 classrooms.  3 of these classrooms 
will be interactive, and that means students in Springfield can watch classes that are taking 
place at other UMass campuses and also participate.  One UMass Amherst alumni told 
22News that he is happy to see this expansion in Springfield. 
 
News    07/22/14   6pm          : 30 
 
The former Chicopee High School building will be renovated and re-opened as a middle 
school by next September.  A ceremonial groundbreaking was held at the Front Street 
building this morning.  The Executive Director of the Massachusetts School Building Authority 
told 22News that we pay for these school renovations through our sales tax.  One cent of 
every purchase in the state goes toward school projects. 
 
News    08/04/14   5:30pm          : 30 
 
A new study finds Massachusetts' education system is one of the best in the country.  A 
Personal finance network "WalletHub" study ranks Massachusetts number-two in the nation 
for school system quality, and number one for highest reading and math test scores.  Only 
New Jersey is ahead of Massachusetts in the overall rankings, and is immediately followed 
by two other New England states: Vermont and New Hampshire. 
 
News    08/11/14   5pm          : 30 
 
Kids might not want to hear it just yet, but school is just a couple weeks away. The entire 
Amherst community gets involved in the Project Backpack, now in it's fifth year.  For weeks, 
the public school system has been collecting backpacks, school supplies and money 
donations from supporters including the Five Colleges, residents and local businesses.  It's 



for families who wouldn't otherwise be able to afford the notebooks, crayons, pencils and 
backpacks for their children.  Kimberly Stender of the school system told 22News they 
collected enough to outfit more than 400 students.   
 
News    08/15/14   6am          : 30 
 
College students across Western Massachusetts are preparing for the upcoming fall 
semester which starts in just a few short weeks.  With a high concentration of college’s right 
here in Springfield and throughout Western Mass., parents you're probably starting to feel the 
pain of college preparations in your wallets.  One of the biggest out of pocket expenses to 
students after tuition is their textbooks. I spoke to some students at Western New England 
University here in Springfield about how they handle the cost of their books each semester.  
Some say renting their books is the way to go, because it's usually a fraction of the cost of 
buying the book.  Others said they choose to wait to buy the book until they have their first 
class, so they have a better idea of how much they will actually use the book. 
 
News    08/18/14   6am              : 30 
 
In the next few weeks college students will be getting back to their studies, and will soon be 
choosing what major their degree will be in.  Choosing a major may be easy for some college 
students here in Western Mass getting ready to go to college this month, but if you're having 
a tough time deciding listen to this.  A new study from Georgetown University says that all 
degrees are not equal when it comes to employment.  The study found degrees in 
Elementary education, Finance, hospitality management, marketing and marketing research, 
and computer science lead students to having the lowest unemployment rates after 
graduation.  Those with the highest unemployment rates included history, anthropology & 
archeology, and information systems. The study's authors argued degrees that focused 
highly on theories and less on skills had higher unemployment rates. 
 
News    08/19/14   6pm              : 30 
 
Some local parents still have questions about why the MCAS test results were invalidated for 
students at the Dryden School in Springfield.  She joins us live now from the Dryden School 
with an update on where it stands tonight.  It may take a while for parents to get some 
answers from the state Department of Education.  This investigation is ongoing, and the state 
has not released too many details.  But we do know that the state does not think the students 
here at the Dryden School cheated.  And the President of the Springfield Education 
Association doesn't think the teachers cheated.  
 
News    08/20/14   5am              : 30 
 
A Springfield-based Christian School has a new name, a new look and a bigger purpose.  
The new sign and logo were unveiled on Tuesday night for the Pioneer Valley Christian 
Academy.  The former Pioneer Valley Christian School plans to build a new gymnasium, and 
an expanded media center, and attach them to their existing building on their 25-acre campus 



on Plumtree Road.  270 students attend classes from pre-school through twelfth grade. 
 
News    08/23/14   6pm              : 30 
 
A Western Massachusetts graduation today for students whose diploma's have turned their 
lives around; they're members of the 50th annual Westover Job Corps graduating class.   It 
was fifty years ago that the U.S. labor department established a job corps center near the 
gate to the air reserve base.  Since then, students have learned meaningful skills. 
 
News    08/25/14   6pm              : 30 
 
While most students in western Massachusetts are busy enjoying their final days of vacation, 
students in Springfield are back in their classrooms.  Students shouldn't expect any major 
assignments on their first day of school.  Instead, they'll get to enjoy a relaxed transition, 
which can be important for new freshman.  Central High School's principle told 22News 
starting the year early allows students to adjust to the change in schedule. 
 
News    09/11/14   6pm              : 30 
 

The western Massachusetts knowledge corridor is living up to its name.  4 of the 5 major 
colleges in Hampshire County have ranked among the best in the country.  They were ranked 
by U.S. News and World Reports. Amherst College earned the distinction of being the #2 
ranked Liberal Arts College in the country.  Smith College was #19, followed by Mt. Holyoke 
at #41 and UMass, which was listed as the 76th ranked National University.  Many of these 
colleges boast a high graduation rate. 
 
News    09/15/14   6pm              : 30 
 
Tonight the Springfield School Committee is taking its first steps toward possibly opening a 
new charter school in the city.  This could be welcome news for nearly 4,000 children and 
their parents who are right now on the waiting list to enroll in existing Springfield charter 
schools.  The Springfield School Committee will meet tonight and evaluate the need for a 
new district-run charter school.  Committee members will get a chance to learn about 
Unlocking Potential Academy Charter School.  Unlocking Potential runs 5 tuition-free charter 
schools in the eastern part of the state. 
 
News    09/15/14   5pm              : 30 
 
Vocational high schools are becoming popular alternatives to traditional high schools.  These 
schools are so popular now; there are waiting lists to get in. There are especially long lists in 
communities with large minority populations and high unemployment.  Northeastern 
University researchers found Putnam Vocational and Technical Academy in Springfield had a 
waiting list of more than 300 students.  We went to Westfield Vocational High School where 
there's a waiting list of 30 students.   
 
News    09/20/14   6pm              : 30 
 



The community charter school in Holyoke continued growing today by dedicating its newest 
addition.  Holyoke Community Charter School had a grand opening on Saturday of its 
school's newest wing, which offers new science labs, and a library equipped with 
computers.  But this expansion comes on the heels of controversy surrounding charter 
schools in Massachusetts.  Lawmakers rejected a bill to lift the cap on the limited number of 
students to attend the school, who are selected through a lottery system.  It took $3 million 
dollars and less than a year to create what they wanted to be the best opportunities they 
could offer with a new wing.  There are 702 students here at Holyoke Community Charter 
School and 427 on the waitlist, and teachers here expect that waitlist to grow after creating its 
new wing.   Current students credit not only these unique opportunities and investments, but 
also their teachers for their success.  In fact, 89% of students come from homes where 
English is not the primary language but by the time 8th graders take the MCAS test for 
English, they test higher than public school students who speak English as their first 
language.   
 
 



The following is WWLP programming addressing Environment 
during the 3rd

 quarter of 2014.  These issues were addressed 
through our locally produced news programming. 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
News    07/04/14   6am           : 30 
 
There were heavy storms all over Western Massachusetts Thursday night.  We are following 
reports of damage across Hampden, Hampshire and Franklin Counties.  We'll start right here 
in Hampden County.  That was the sound of thunder in Holyoke.  Right after you hear the 
rumble you can see those flashes of lightning start to light up the sky.  And that lightning and 
thunder was paired with heavy rain fall.  There was a flash flood watch that was in effect last 
night and it was extended into through this morning. 
 
News    07/08/14   6pm           : 30 
 
The National Weather Service has confirmed that a microburst and a funnel cloud were part 
of a fast-moving storm that moved through eastern Massachusetts yesterday.  Officials say 
the microburst that struck Bedford caused "straight line wind damage," at speeds of 90 to 100 
miles per hour, knocking over dozens of trees.  A funnel cloud was spotted in Lynn, but there 
were no tornadoes. 
 
News    07/09/14   6pm           : 30 
 
It's been an uncomfortable weather pattern for weeks: Hot, humid days with storms 
threatening during the afternoon and evening.  As with many weather patterns, it's guided by 
the jet stream, that big river of wind five miles high in the sky.  But with deadly storms in New 
York State, it could have been worse.  Hazy sunshine, building afternoon clouds, oppressive 
humidity and eventually thunderstorms.  For many people, the humidity's been the hardest 
part.  That humidity's been a big factor in the thunderstorms we've seen the past few weeks. 
But the damage is worse in some places.  The jet stream is an area of strong winds high in 
the sky.  It guides weather systems and has helped to bring humid air into western 
Massachusetts.  It's also brought the constant storm threat.  
 
News    07/10/14   5:30pm          : 30 
 
A series of overnight thunderstorms had Western Massachusetts residents waking up to 
damage around their homes several mornings this week.  Take a look at what these 
Springfield residents are now dealing with following another round of powerful storms last 
night.  For 4 nights in a row, strong winds, heavy rains damaged power lines, homes, and 
cars up and down the Pioneer Valley.  22News was on Amostown Road today in West 
Springfield where an entire tree came crashing down, damaging two cars.  One man from 
Springfield told 22news he found these storms even more frightening, since the June first 
tornado three years ago. 
 



News    07/14/14   6pm           : 30 
 
We had a brief break, but heavy rains and strong storms rolled through western 
Massachusetts again last night.  And we have more severe weather possible over the next 
few days.  So far we have seen a few light showers around, but conditions are there for 
severe weather tonight and through Wednesday; another week, another chance for severe 
thunderstorms.  Our severe weather season runs from June to August, but this year we didn't 
see the active weather begin until the start of July, and people have noticed.  Luckily, Sunday 
night's downpours didn't bring much damage to western Massachusetts.  But they provided a 
preview of what we can expect through Wednesday.  While flash flooding is possible with 
these very wet storms, there are other, bigger threats.  While hail can occur in any tall 
thunderstorm, wind damage is perhaps our greatest threat in western Massachusetts, 
especially with the abundance of trees that we have that could fall down.  This latest severe 
weather threat comes from the increased humidity, strong winds higher up in the atmosphere, 
warm temperatures on the ground with cooler weather above as well as changing wind speed 
and direction with height; a pattern that could be with us through Wednesday.  
 
News    07/17/14   6pm           : 30 
 
Over the last couple of weeks western Massachusetts has been hit by severe weather and 
some very heavy rain. 22News Storm Team Meteorologist Adam Strzempko lets us know if 
there are any benefits to all the rain.  The rain we've had recently hasn't been all bad.  This 
spring and summer we've seen quite a bit of rain.  So far this month many areas have picked 
up over 4.5 inches of rain. Heavy downpours over the last couple of weeks led to flash 
flooding across parts of western Massachusetts.  Even though the rain made getting around 
difficult at times there are some benefits to all the wet weather. 
 
News    07/18/14   6pm           : 30 
 
It's been a rainy summer so far, and while watering plants are important, too much can ruin 
certain crops.  The corn crops over in Chicopee soaked up all of June's rain, but not in a good 
way.  Heavy rain fall can stunt the growth of crops, which is exactly what happened this year 
throughout western Massachusetts.  Corn crops react differently than other plants to heavy 
rain and this year was so intense, Mckinstry farm couldn't even pick one of their corn fields. 
 
News    07/22/14   11pm              : 30 
 
The globe is on a hot streak, setting a heat record in June.  But here in western 
Massachusetts, we've been "heat wave free" so far this summer.  A “heat wave” is at least 3 
days of consecutive 90 degree temperatures.  In the past, we've had heat waves as early as 
May, and as late as September.  This time of the month, is on average, the hottest time of the 
year in the pioneer valley. 
 
News    07/23/14   5pm              : 30 
 



Even though many of us associate allergies as something we mainly have to deal with in the 
spring.  Well if you've been sneezing and sniffling lately you’re not alone.  The later than 
normal arrival of warmer spring weather this year led to a lot of the trees blooming at once 
and that caused tree pollen to be high.  The tree pollen has gone down but now grass and 
weed pollen are on the rise and that could be bothering you if you're an allergy sufferer. 
 
News    07/28/14   6pm              : 30 
 
A tornado touched down in Revere about 9 o'clock this morning, damaging many businesses 
and homes.  The city held a news conference about an hour ago to go over the damage, and 
what is being done in terms of the cleanup and getting people back into their homes.  We 
heard from Mayor Dan Rizzo of revere about an hour ago, he said the main concern right 
now is trying to clear the roads of all of this debris.  Revere police are not looking for any 
volunteers to help with the cleanup.  The mayor also said that there have been 67 residents 
who have experienced severe damage to homes and businesses. 13 of those homes are 
considered uninhabitable at the moment.  Mayor Rizzo said for the size of the storm he is 
happy that there the damages weren't any worse. 
 
 
News    07/29/14   6pm              : 30 
 
The National Weather Service just announced that an EF1 tornado touched down Sunday 
evening in Dalton.  You can see the path of the tornado right up the hill in Greenridge Park on 
South Street in Dalton.  The National Weather Service sent meteorologists today to Dalton to 
survey the damage.  They concluded that a tornado touched down Sunday evening and 
stayed on the ground for about one quarter mile, moving right in front of one home, narrowly 
missing that home, and going across a driveway.  The EF1 tornado's wind speed reached 
about 90 miles per hour.  At the same time, a microburst brought trees down and lifted up a 
roof in Dalton.  Some tress fell on homes, but no significant damage or injuries were reported. 
 
News    08/06/14   6am              : 30 
 
Public health officials in Connecticut say mosquitoes trapped in Stratford have tested positive 
for West Nile Virus.  The mosquitoes were trapped July 24 and the results were announced 
on Tuesday.  Officials advise residents to keep windows and door screens closed tightly and 
get rid of standing water in anything that collets water such as flower pots, bird baths, trash 
cans and lids.  Symptoms of West Nile virus include fever, headaches, body aches, nausea, 
vomiting and skin rashes. 
 
News    08/11/14   5pm              : 30 
 
With almost a month and a week left of summer, we're running out of time for some real 
summer heat.  You might not believe it, but even without any heat waves, this summer has 
been warmer than normal.  It was another beautiful day around western Massachusetts, 
temperatures not too hot, humidity not too sticky.  Nothing like the heat waves we've had in 
previous summers.  While we've only hit 90 4 times this summer, we haven't hit 100 degrees 



in years.  It's been more than three years since we've hit the 100 degree mark in Chicopee at 
the Westover Air Reserve base.  It was July 22nd, 2011, we hit 101 then.  Since then, the 
warmest we've seen each summer was 98 degrees in 2012 and 97 in 2013.  The warmest 
we've been this year was only 92 degrees on July 2nd.  Despite the lack of excessive heat, 
this summer has still been warmer than normal.  Comparing the high temperatures of June, 
July and the first part of August, June was almost 2 degrees warmer than normal, July was 
slightly above normal and August so far has been almost exactly normal.  While the next few 
days look to be a bit cooler than normal, signs are pointing to a warmer than normal end to 
August.  Today’s highs in the upper 80’s won't last. 
 
News    08/12/14   6pm              : 30 
 
A flash flood watch will be in effect for all of western Massachusetts for tomorrow. Rivers 
should be able to handle the heavy rain, but if it comes too quickly, our roads might not be 
able to.  When the downpours hit our streets, sometimes the drains can't handle all of that 
water coming at once.  This is what Homestead Avenue in Holyoke looked like last week after 
a quick, but heavy downpour. Flash flooding concerns tomorrow mainly apply to the potential 
for rapidly flooding streets.  If you drive through the flooding, even a few inches deep, you risk 
your car and your life. 
 
News    08/13/14   6pm              : 30 
 
We're live at the intersection of Mill Street and Suffield Street in Agawam, where there were 
reports of flooding a couple hours ago.  The rain has cleared up, and so have the roads.  This 
was Mill Street just a couple hours ago.  We saw cars driving very slowly through some deep 
water, but they were able to make it through.  It's been torrential downpour since this 
morning.  I did speak with the Agawam Fire Department and Police Department.  They said 
there were no reports of any car accidents or stuck cars due to the heavy rain.  On our way 
here, we drove down some side streets in Agawam.  Everything looked clear except for some 
puddles in parking lots and driveways.  
 
News    08/13/14   6pm              : 30 
 
The heavy rain across western Massachusetts caused widespread flash flooding on streets.  
I'm in between the Memorial Bridge and the North End Bridge on Rt. 5.  But first let's look at 
some street flooding on East Columbus Avenue in Springfield.  Cars were swerving around 
and trying to get through the flooded underpass.  We saw one car actually get stuck halfway 
through.  Back to West Springfield where we saw four cars get stuck underneath the railroad 
trestle. Police and MassDOT workers were helping these cars get out.  This also caused a 
big backup for cars driving on Route 5 southbound.  22News continues our team coverage of 
this flash flooding tonight.  
 
News    09/01/14   4:30am      : 30 
 
People in Worcester are cleaning up this morning after a tornado touched down Sunday 
night.  National weather service team storm surveyors determined an E-F-0 tornado hit the 



city with winds up to 85 miles per hour.  Sunday's storm tore down trees and damaged 
homes.  So far, there are no reports of injuries. 
 
News    09/02/14   6pm      : 30 
 
Starting the month of September this warm might be doing more than just making you sweat.  
This summer has been the season of yellow jackets.   Heat, Humidity and last year's late 
yellow jacket season have brought a big increase in these stinging insects.  The return to 
warm, humid weather could bring a rebound in mosquitoes, after some cool nights last month 
brought the population down a little bit.  Mosquitoes won't go away until our first hard freeze.  
And now, flying ants are making a return to western Massachusetts.  They typically come in 
two swarms, spring and late summer and September is prime time for flying ants.  
 
News    09/06/14   6pm      : 30 
 
We've been seeing summer heat and humidity with less than 3 weeks to the start of fall.  The 
hottest months of the year are usually July and August.  It's then that we typically expect the 
most heat and the highest humidity.   But here we are, half a month away from fall and the 
heat and humidity are at their peak making it tough to breathe when you're outside 
exercising.  While summer is supposed to be hot, we're well past the normal peak of summer 
heat.  Typically by late august we don’t' see as many humid days and we also don't see much 
in the way of severe weather.   But this year's been quite different with dew points in the 70’s 
making it feel oppressive and the threat for severe thunderstorms.  September really feels 
like the middle of summer.  This humid period really won't last, over the next couple of days; 
cooler, drier air may leave you wondering if summer weather's gone for good.  
 
News    09/07/14   6pm      : 30 
 
We're still waiting on word from the National Weather Service tonight on exactly what caused 
damage in the Northeastern part of Franklin County.  Saturday afternoon, strong storms 
developed and eventually a tornado warning was issued just before 4:30 in the afternoon.  
22News went to Bernardston, where strong winds uprooted trees, and knocked down utility 
poles and power lines.  Some roads were closed for a few hours while crews cleaned up.  
 
News    09/13/14   11pm      : 30 
 
It hasn't been just the storms this season.  We've been seeing serious heat and humidity with 
less than 3 weeks till the start of fall.  The hottest months of the year are usually July and 
August.  It's then that we typically expect the most heat and the highest humidity.   But here 
we are, half a month away from fall and the heat and humidity are at their peak making it 
tough to breathe when you're outside exercising.  While summer is supposed to be hot, we're 
well past the normal peak of summer heat.  Typically by late august we don’t' see as many 
humid days and we also don't see much in the way of severe weather.   But this year's been 
quite different with dew points in the 70’s making it feel oppressive and the threat for severe 
thunderstorms.  September really feels like the middle of summer.  This humid period really 
won't last, over the next couple of days; cooler, drier air may leave you wondering if summer 



weather's gone for good.  
 
News    09/15/14   6pm      : 30 
 

Harvesting season is here for many farmers across western Massachusetts.  Many farmers 
are in the middle of or done with chopping corn, or focusing on getting in their warm weather 
crops in before a damaging frost comes.  Right now Butynski's farm has most of their 
pumpkins and winter squash picked and put away.  Not much left to harvest other than sweet 
corn that has been good this year even with a lot of rainfall at the beginning of the growing 
season.  Some of the other crops including winter squash didn't do so well with all the water.  
Now it’s about getting the last of the summer crops in. 
 
News    09/15/14   11pm      : 30 
 
If you're an allergy sufferer, sneezing, itchy eyes and a runny nose often arrive with the 
month of September.  Ragweed is the prime cause of fall allergies. Ragweed pollen fills the 
air from August through October, usually up until the first frost.  And if you're allergic, you'll 
experience symptoms like coughing, sniffling and itchy eyes. 
 
News    09/17/14   6pm      : 30 
 
It's still summer, but parts of western Massachusetts have already been under frost 
advisories this week.  Despite the frost advisories, we've had no reports of frost so far in 
western Massachusetts.   Frost forms when moisture in the air freezes on cold surfaces like 
plants, grass and windshields.  The earliest frost ever recorded in the lower pioneer valley 
was September 13th.  Temperatures need to be in the lower 30’s for frost to form and most of 
us haven't dipped below the upper 30’s.  Still, it's made for some chilly nights this week. 
 
News    09/18/14   6pm      : 30 
 
State agricultural officials have declared September Massachusetts’s Apple Month.  
Massachusetts has more than 140 varieties of apples including, McIntosh, Cortland, Macoun, 
Gala, and Honeycrisp.  Apple farmers say it has been a decent year.  It may not be as good 
of a crop as last year, but a good adequate crop. Early on in the growing season it was too 
wet, but now with dry cool nights and warm days the apples are growing and there is plenty 
of time to pick.   
 
News    09/18/14   6pm      : 30 
 
As we get closer to the official start of fall next week, it has been getting cooler especially at 
night.  If you have sensitive plants outside you may want to be ready to cover them up or 
bring them inside.  Fall officially begins Monday night at 10:29 but it has already started to 
feel like fall especially in the mornings. We've seen temperatures getting down into the 30s 
over the last couple of days. And there are some things you might want to do to protect those 
plants that are more sensitive to the cold.  If you have any type of foliage plants that you took 
out of the house for the summer I'd bring those back in for the winter.  You definitely want to 
spray them before you bring them in the house because there could be some insects riding 



on them.  You'll want to cover up any vegetables you still have in your garden like peppers or 
tomatoes.  Also you may want to cover up or bring any annuals you have outdoors inside.  
Cover your plants with something breathable like a sheet or landscape fabric.  Plastic won't 
allow air inside and could kill your plants.  And you won't have to worry too much if you have 
mums.   
 
News    09/19/14   5pm      : 30 
 
The official start of fall may be just a few days away but as 22News Storm Team 
Meteorologist Adam Strzempko shows us there is a lot available at area farm stands.  Overall 
it has been a pretty good growing season for western Massachusetts farmers.  At Calabrese 
Farms in Southwick there's quite a bit to choose from. There is still a variety of summer fruits 
and vegetables available and now that the weather is getting cooler you can find fall things as 
well. 
 
News    09/25/14   6pm      : 30 
 
Now that fall is here our attention starts to turn to what kind of winter could be in store.  The 
Old Farmer's Almanac has released its outlook for this winter.  After what was a fairly mild 
summer, fall has gotten off to a pretty nice start.  But now that cooler fall weather has moved 
in the big question is, what we can expect this winter.  The Old Farmer's Almanac is out and 
it's calling for a colder than normal winter with near normal precipitation and below normal 
snowfall for us here in the Northeast.  It's predicting snow in mid to late November and 
December and in early to mid March.  The Old Farmer's Almanac was founded by Robert B. 
Thomas in 1792.  And while notes of the original formula they use to predict the weather are 
locked in a black box in Dublin, New Hampshire, today they've refined that formula to include 
state-of-the-art technology and modern scientific calculations.  It includes solar activity, 
climatology and meteorology.  The Old Farmer's Almanac claims their weather forecasts are 
accurate 80% of the time.  They're predicting sunny and warm weather for this weekend.   
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
The following is WWLP programming addressing Government 
during the 3rd

 quarter of 2014.  These issues were addressed 
through our locally produced news programming. 
___________________________________________________________ 

 
News    07/01/14   6pm            : 30 
 

State Senate members filed more than 200 changes to their economic development plan.  
Massachusetts Senate members hammered out differences in their plan to boost business 
and job growth throughout the Commonwealth.  The State Senate's economic development 
plan is projected to cost $63-million dollars.  The hope is that by providing IT and 
manufacturing training, more businesses will want to set up shop in Massachusetts.  The 
Senate's plan lifts the cap on liquor licenses, shifting the control from the state-level to cities 
and towns, something that the House didn't include in their version of the bill.  Out of the total 
$63-million dollars, $55-million will come from the state's general funds while the remaining 
$8-million will come from tax credits.  Senate members are still hammering out the 200 
amendments filed on the bill.  
 
News    08/28/14   6am            : 30 
 
The candidates who want to be the democratic nominee for governor debated in our studios 
Wednesday night.  They covered a range of topics in a lively debate. Democratic Candidate 
for Governor Dr. Don Berwick left no question where he stands of repealing the state's casino 
law.  All three candidates want to end welfare and EBT fraud, but disagree on the approach 
to enforcement.  You can see the candidate’s debate in its entirety on our website at 
WWLP.com. 
 
News    09/02/14   5pm            : 30 
 
Next week Massachusetts voters will head to the polls for this year's primary.  Massachusetts 
voters may be known for voting primarily with the Democratic Party.  But this year, a new 
pattern has emerged, less democratic voters, and more Independents, according to the 
state's elections division.  As an independent voter, of which there are now a majority in 
Massachusetts. There are more independents than there are democrats and republicans; 
they feel like they've got more of a voice.  And many of them realize they can vote democrat 
or republican in this upcoming primary.  September 9th, Independent voters will have the 
freedom to cast a ballot for any candidate, regardless of their party affiliation, while others will 
have to cast their ballots based on party affiliation.  And with midterm elections coming up 
almost every poll suggests in Massachusetts most voters are registered as Independent, 
instead of affiliating themselves with democratic or republican parties.  Statewide, more than 
half of the 4.26 million registered voters are independents.  In Massachusetts, close to 11% 
of voters are registered Republicans, and 35% are democrats. 



 
News    09/02/14   6am            : 30 
 
Massachusetts Primary Elections are a week from today, on September 9th.  But the number 
of people expected to go to the polls is low.  The state primary in 2012 was held September 
6th, even earlier than this year.  But many eligible voters say the first few weeks of 
September aren’t a good time to hold elections. Primary elections give voters a chance to 
help move a candidate from their party to the midterm election on November 4th. 
 
News    09/08/14   6pm            : 30 
 
Voters across the state will be casting ballots in tomorrow's Primary Elections. Secretary of 
State William Galvin's doesn't expect many people to make the trip to the polls for 
tomorrow's primaries.   But he told me why he's predicting many more people will vote in 
one western Massachusetts County.  Secretary of State William Galvin predicts a low voter 
turn-out for Tuesday's elections, so I quizzed people on Beacon Hill on whether they even 
knew when the primaries take place.  Secretary Galvin believes there will be 550,000 
Democratic ballots and 165,000 to 170,000 Republican ballots by the time polling stations 
close at 8 pm tomorrow.  That means only 15 to 20% of the 4.2-million registered voters in 
the state are expected to cast their ballot.  Secretary Galvin blames the lack of competitive 
races for the expected low voter turnout, but he's expecting a surge in voting in Hampden 
County.  Races in Franklin and Berkshire Counties, on the other hand, are looking pretty 
quiet.  Again, polling stations across Massachusetts will be open from 7am to 8pm. 
 
News    09/09/14   6pm            : 30 
 
Right now, voters are making their decision in the race for the Second Hampden / Hampshire 
District Senate race. The race is between two Democrats who both hope to unseat incumbent 
Republican State Senator Don Humason in the general election in November.  Both Chris 
Hopewell and Patrick Leahy agree that more tax dollars need to be brought back to western 
Massachusetts but in their recent 22News debate they sparred on issues like healthcare 
spending, the Quinn Bill, the Kinder-Morgan Pipeline and job creation.  Hopewell is the 
Chairman of the Holyoke Fire Commission; Leahy is a Holyoke Police Officer and real estate 
agent. 
 
News    09/09/14   6pm            : 30 
 
In the Republican primary for Governor, Mark Fisher is going up against frontrunner Charlie 
Baker.  Secretary of State William Galvin expects low voter turnout for today's primaries. 
There isn't much of a contested race in the Republican primaries which may contribute to the 
expected low numbers, but one voter told 22 News who he thinks has a shot against 
Republican candidate Charlie Baker. 
 
News    09/09/14   6pm            : 30 
 



In two hours the polls close and anytime after that we could find out who the democratic 
candidate for Governor will be.  The democratic candidates on the ballot for governor are 
Attorney General Martha Coakley, State Treasurer Steve Grossman and former health care 
administrator Don Berwick.  22News went to a few polling places this afternoon, and the 
sense we got in western Massachusetts from the people who would tell us who they voted 
for, is that this race is split.  Don Berwick, the true underdog in this race, is gaining a lot of 
late support.   
 
News    09/09/14   5pm            : 30 
 
There are four Democratic candidates who hope to win the nomination tonight to become the 
new Hampden District Attorney.  Whoever wins the race tonight will most likely become the 
next Hampden District Attorney.  There are no Republican or Independent candidates at this 
time. That means the winner tonight will run unopposed in November.  Here in Springfield, 
more than 350 voters in Ward 1, Precincts A and B have voted so far.   These voters are 
choosing one candidate out of four Democrats in the DA's race.  Attorney Shawn Allyn, 
former prosecutor Hal Etkin, Assistant District Attorney Anthony Gulluni and former 
prosecutor Brett Vottero hope to take Mark Mastroianni's former job title.  Mastorianni 
resigned to become a U.S. District Court judge.  Voters told 22News it is crucial to cast their 
ballots, especially when there are no opposing party candidates. 
 
News    09/23/14   6pm            : 30 
 
Election Day is six weeks from today.  We went to the Springfield headquarters for both 
campaigns, and saw volunteers busy making their appeal to voters.  In six weeks, voters will 
determine whether any casinos will be built in Massachusetts.  Casino supporters officially 
began campaigning Tuesday, with the focus on the proposed MGM casino's impact on the 
Greater Springfield economy.  Casino Opponents said they don't trust MGM's promise to 
create 3,000 jobs.  The wording of Question 3 on the ballot may be confusing to some voters.  
A Yes vote means no casinos in Massachusetts while a No vote means yes to allow casinos 
in our Commonwealth.  Both campaigns are confident voters will make an informed decision 
by Election Day.  You can read the wording of Question 3 on our website, wwlp.com. 



 

The following is WWLP programming addressing Health-
Smoking during the 3rd

 quarter of 2014.  These issues were 
addressed through our locally produced news programming. 
____________________________________________________ 
 
News    07/19/14   6am              : 30 
 

Eastern equine encephalitis has been detected in mosquitoes in Massachusetts for the first 
time this year.  According to the state department of public health, the mosquito samples 
were collected on July 15th in the eastern Mass. town of Bridgewater.  This finding raises the 
risk level of Bridgewater to moderate.  There have been no human cases of triple-E so far 
this year.  Triple-E is usually spread to humans through the bite of an infected mosquito. 
 
News    07/22/14   6am              : 30 
 
The state Department of Public Health has raised the risk level for Eastern Equine 
Encephalitis to "moderate" for Amherst and Belchertown.  Health officials have not found any 
human or animals cases of mosquito-borne illnesses so far this year.  But there were two 
cases of triple-E last year in Hampshire County. And with mosquito samples in Plymouth 
County testing positive to the virus, everyone should take extra precautious to avoid mosquito 
bites. 
 
News    07/31/14   6am              : 30 
 
A new report shows fewer Americans’ are smoking.  Euromonitor International conducted the 
study and found cigarette consumption is down 55% since 1981.  One former smoker told 
22News he thinks the cost of cigarettes has played a big role. 
 
News    08/03/14   6pm              : 30 
 
Some people here in western Massachusetts can't get access to the medical treatment they 
might need.  As they danced and sang, people from Springfield's Mason Square community 
also learned how to stay healthy and safe.  Pastor Dr. Walton Rose said the Shiloh Seventh 
Day Adventist Church had such success with a health fair in 2013; they had to offer it again.  
For many, it's otherwise difficult to access medical resources.  Volunteers were glad to share 
their knowledge.  In addition to informative booths about health and wellness, those in the 
community also got a free workout class, a hands-on way to learn about fitness.  Organizers 
hoped through a day of fun, residents would be better informed on health and safety - not just 
for themselves but for a better City.  
 
News    08/06/14   5am              : 30 
 
The safety and effectiveness of e-cigarettes are still unknown, but a new study reveals many 
doctors recommend them to help patients quit smoking.  In a survey of 128 doctors, two-



thirds said they believe e-cigarettes are a good smoking cessation tool.  And one-third had 
recommended them to their patients.  Health officials say they are concerned because there 
is not enough evidence about the health impact of e-cigarettes.  In fact, 13% of the doctors 
didn't realize the devices have not been approved by the FDA. 
 
News    08/15/14   6am              : 30 
 
The Massachusetts Department of Public Health announced Thursday the West Nile Virus 
has been found in mosquitoes collected from Arlington and the first case of Eastern Equine 
Encephalitis infection was detected in an animal.  Triple-E was found in a deer from 
Freetown, a town located in Bristol County.   So far there are no cases of West Nile virus or 
EEE in people this year.   But both are mosquito-borne illnesses and you could get infected 
through a bite.  
 
News    08/22/14   6pm              : 30 
 

The first human case of West Nile virus in the state has been reported.  The department of 
public health said the patient in a man in 60's who lives in Middlesex County.  He remains 
hospitalized but is recovering.  The DPH said the man was most likely exposed to infected 
mosquitoes.  In 2013, there were eight cases of West  Nile virus in Massachusetts residents. 
 
News    08/25/14   5pm              : 30 
 
The debate over the safety of electronic cigarettes continues.  Quitting smoking isn't easy.  
Some try electronic or "E" - cigarettes as an option.  They are battery powered when used 
they heat up liquid nicotine into a vapor to be inhaled like a traditional cigarette.  While the 
FDA is warning little is know about what this E-cigarette can do to your health, they're 
churning up nearly 2 billion dollars a year in sales worldwide, each year.   But now the 
American Heart Association has put out its first formal policy statement on the matter, saying 
that e-cigarettes should only be used as a last resort to quitting the traditional ones, when all 
other attempts failed.  With health experts on both sides of the debate the Federal Food and 
Drug Administration says they should be treated like regular tobacco products with things like 
warning labels.  Earlier this year the FDA proposed selling them to minors and just last 
month, attorneys general from more than 2 dozen states asked the agency to ban the liquid 
nicotine flavors arguing they are too appealing to young people. 
 
News    08/27/14   6pm              : 30 
 
Some colleges could soon be reviewing their medical marijuana policies on campus.  
Proposals for medical marijuana in Franklin County have been moving forward, and it poses 
new questions for school policy.  Medical marijuana is legal in Massachusetts with a doctor’s 
prescription, but federal law says marijuana for any use is illegal.  Now many colleges are 
dealing with the conflicting laws.  The Student Development Committee is in charge of 
coming up with suitable policies.  So far no concerns have been expressed by students.  
Raper went on to say that GCC wouldn't do anything to compromise their federal funding.  
But there is a proposal to put a medical marijuana dispensary in the old American Legion 
Building about two miles away from GCC.  It's just another question that could affect school 



policy.  Along with GCC, UMass and other schools in western Mass are sticking with their 
current policy banning marijuana use on campus.  
 
News    08/30/14   9am              : 30 
 
The deadline for medical marijuana dispensary applications has expired.  Last November, 
Massachusetts residents voted to approve medical marijuana.  As of Thursday, no more 
applications are being accepted.  Of nearly 200 statewide applicants, only 20 advanced in the 
first phase.  Northampton's proposal looked promising for western Mass, until inspectors 
found the company's executive, entered false information on his application, now it's been put 
on hold.  One applicant hoped to open a medical marijuana dispensary on Appleton Street in 
Holyoke, but the Department of Public Health also denied them this month.   
 
News    09/05/14   5am              : 30 
 
Getting a flu vaccine this fall could save you from serious illness this season.   If you were to 
get the flu vaccine this fall, the vaccination should protect you through April.   When you are 
shopping for a shot, consider the new quadrivilent shot.  The trivalent shot is standard and 
protects you from 3 flu strains, but the quadrivalent protects you from an additional strain that 
is active at the end of flu season.  Also, don't rush to get a high-dose vaccine, since they 
usually lead to side effects like headaches and fever.   Antibiotics for the flu will only protect 
you against bacteria, but the flu is a virus, so skip those.   And you can get vaccinated 
anywhere convenient for you, whether that's a doctor's office or a pharmacy since the 
standards of cleanliness are the same.   One physician in Springfield says people with certain 
conditions and illnesses should be getting the vaccination.   
 
News    09/10/14   5:30pm       : 30 
 
Smoking has become a much more costly habit in the last several decades.  That's because 
taxes on cigarettes have increased over the years.  As a result, fewer Americans are 
smoking.  States like New York and Massachusetts place some of the highest taxes on 
cigarettes. Taxes on cigarettes in Massachusetts are more than $4.00 per pack.     
 
News    09/26/14   6pm        : 30 
 
It is official - Enterovirus D-68 has made its way to western Massachusetts.  
Baystate Children’s Hospital today confirmed that eight specimens taken from their patients 
have tested positive for the respiratory illness.  Dr. Michael Klatte, a pediatric infectious 
disease specialist at the hospital, said that they were not shocked to hear the results from the 
CDC.  He said children with underlying conditions are most at risk. 



The following is WWLP programming addressing Jobs during 
the 3rd

 quarter of 2014.  These issues were addressed through 
our locally produced news programming. 
 
News    07/03/14   5:30pm             : 30 
 

There are some positive signs from the labor department today.  The economy added 
288,000 jobs in June, posting the strongest five-month period since the tech boom of the late 
1990s.  The labor department is also reporting that the unemployment rate dipped to 6.1% 
last month.  Its lowest level since the onset of the 2008 financial crisis. 
 
News    07/11/14   5pm             : 30 
 
A new opportunity for people struggling to find a job; this is a ten week program that will help 
people become qualified for entry-level positions in the manufacturing industry.  Governor 
Deval Patrick made the announcement at Springfield Technical Community College stating 
the program is a joint training program between STCC and Holyoke Community College.  
Some people in the manufacturing industry already say manufacturing is a growing industry 
and there’s a huge demand for new workers right now. 
 
News    07/14/14   11pm             : 30 
 
Governor Patrick hopes a new training program will help the area's unemployed find jobs a 
little more quickly.  Governor Patrick estimates the manufacturing industry will fill 100,000 
thousand jobs in our state over the next decade.  And he hopes a new training program will 
help jobs seekers prepare; a new way to deliver a qualified workforce.  On Friday, Governor 
Patrick announced a 10-week training program that will be offered at Holyoke Community 
College and Springfield Technical Community College.  The aim is to prepare job seekers for 
entry-level manufacturing jobs.  The program targets people who are underemployed or 
unemployed.  And the goal is to teach those people all the skills necessary to enter the 
growing manufacturing market.  Welcome news for both job seekers and local manufacturers.  
They have a significant number of employees who are retiring over the next five years. 
Coupled with that, they are struggling trying to find a workforce that is qualified employees 
coming in to the workforce.  Governor Patrick said companies like Gulfstream in Westfield, 
and Smith & Wesson in Springfield will partner with the program.  But career advisors told 
22News this opportunity could also mean more competition for those jobs.  
Despite the fact that there are more jobs, there are still people competing for those, so they 
really have to be on top of their game.  
 
News    07/23/14   11pm             : 30 
 
Although Massachusetts' unemployment rate has been down this year overall, last month the 
rates took a turn in the opposite direction.  According to the Massachusetts Executive office 
of Labor and Workforce Development, in Springfield, the unemployment rate is up from 8.4% 



in May, to 9.1% in June.  
 
News    07/26/14   6am             : 30 
 
After a sluggish start to the year, this week's unemployment numbers are some of the best in 
years.  The labor department reported Friday; the national unemployment rate fell to 6.1% the 
lowest since September 2008.  However, right here in Springfield, the unemployment rate 
has actually gone up as of last month.  One resident told 22News today's job market requires 
skilled workers, and unfortunately not everyone has the means to afford a college education. 
 
News    08/01/14   5am             : 30 
 
This morning the bureau of labor statistics will release the July jobs report and it's likely to 
show further evidence of progress in the labor market.  Experts say they are anticipating a 
healthy employment report with the rate holding steady.  Last month, the employment rate fell 
to 6.1%, its lowest level in six years.  The report comes after a busy week in which the gross 
domestic product showed a 4% growth in the second quarter, better than economists had 
predicted. 
 
News    08/07/14   6am             : 30 
 
It was a unique opportunity Thursday night for western Massachusetts residents looking for 
short term work or some extra income.  Six Flags New England held its first ever "scare fair."  
The Park hopes to hire 350 seasonal employees for its Fright Fest that will run from late 
September to early November.  Applicants danced, read, screamed and walked like a zombie 
to showcase their acting and scare abilities.  
 
News    08/14/14   6pm             : 30 
 
The unemployment rate in Massachusetts increased to 5.6%.  Those numbers tend to be 
higher in the western part of the state, but Governor Patrick plans to change that with a new 
jobs creation law.  In an effort to meet the needs of employers, Governor Patrick signed a 
$78-million dollar plan that is expected to create businesses and jobs throughout western 
Massachusetts.  The new law will funnel millions into boosting advanced manufacturing and 
IT training in schools.  It also offers businesses tax incentives if they create jobs in under-
performing cities like Springfield, Holyoke and Pittsfield.  Governor Patrick re-filed legislation 
lifting the cap on liquor licenses and giving local municipal government full control, a provision 
that state lawmakers did away with.  Business owners could take a huge hit.  Not only for 
those who paid big bucks to serve alcohol, but those who use their liquor license to leverage 
a loan with the bank.  If a city or town reaches their cap, applicants have to ask the legislature 
for special permission to get an extra license.  Governor Patrick said lifting the cap would 
boost business growth and free up time in the legislative session.  The new law also seals the 
deal for the annual sales tax holiday that begins on Saturday. 
 
News    08/15/14   5:30pm             : 30 
 



New numbers show Massachusetts is adding jobs although unemployment figures may not 
reflect that.  The Massachusetts unemployment rate crept up to 5.6% last month even though 
the state added almost 14,000 new jobs.   The state unemployment rate ticked up from the 
5.5% in June, but remained well below the national rate of 6.2%.  The only sector that lost 
jobs was government. 
 
News    08/15/14   6am             : 30 
 
If you're unemployed, a new law may help you land a job.  Right now the unemployment rate 
in Massachusetts increased to 5.6%.  But those numbers tend to be higher in the western 
part of the state.  That's why Governor Patrick and the senate passed a $78 million dollar 
plan to create jobs throughout western Massachusetts. 
 
News    08/15/14   6am             : 30 
 
The job market is extremely competitive, and with more and more adults struggling, it can 
make it harder for youth to find a job.  That's why on Thursday night more teenagers from all 
across western Massachusetts were honored. More than 180 teens went through a "Work 
Readiness Certificate Program" through CareerPoint, and all landed jobs this summer.  One 
woman who started with the program years ago says it's a huge help. 
 
News    08/17/14   11pm              : 30 
 
In Westfield, 95 workers will lose their jobs.  ATK Sporting, the parent company of Savage 
Arms announced they will downsize their workforce.  This is their second round of layoffs in 
less than a year.   In April of this year, 37 employees were handed pink slips.  Savage Arms 
is one of the world's largest manufacturers of hunting rifles and shotguns.   They've been 
making them for more than 100 years.  The company will also lay off 25 employees at their 
other facility in Lakefield, Ontario.  In a statement sent to 22News, company President Jay 
Tibbets said, quote:  "Calendar year 2014 represented the industry's single largest growth 
year in history, largely driven by consumer surge buying.  We responded to that demand by 
increasing production capacity and expanding our workforce.  Unfortunately, we must now 
right size our operations to remain efficient and competitive as consumer demand retracts. 
 
News    08/19/14   6pm              : 30 
 
When it comes to jobs, some parts of western Massachusetts are doing better than others.  A 
new report by the state shows some significant job gains and even some losses this month.  
The city of Pittsfield came out on top as the biggest job gainer.  The Executive Office of Labor 
and Workforce Development released State employment statistics for the month of July.  The 
numbers don't account for seasonal impacts a community may face, like when schools get 
out for the summer, the loss of construction jobs in the wintertime or major tourist events.  
The survey, taken in twelve areas across Massachusetts, found that Pittsfield had some of 
the largest job gains, adding 600 jobs in the month of July. Pittsfield State Senator Ben 
Downing told 22 News that investments in innovation and infrastructure are attracting 
businesses to Berkshire County and a reason why people in his district are finding jobs.  



While Pittsfield may be adding jobs, Springfield lost a whopping 4, 700 jobs in the last month.  
While Springfield may have had a significant loss last month, annual totals show that the city 
is doing better than it was one year ago. 
 
News    09/03/14   6pm              : 30 
 
New England unemployment hasn't budged since June.  The July unemployment rate for 
New England stayed at a steady 5.8%.  The good news is that the state is doing a lot better 
than it was one year ago.  The nation's unemployment rate now sits at 6.2%.  A report by the 
US Bureau of Labor Statistics shows a much higher percentage of New Englanders have 
jobs compared to the national average.  Massachusetts' jobless rate is 5.6%, a slight 
increase since June.  But every New England state, even Rhode Island, is doing better than it 
was one year ago. The Commonwealth's jobless rate fell nearly 2% since this time last year.  
Massachusetts added more than 67-thousand jobs over the last year. 
 
News    09/04/14   5:30pm   : 30 
 
Low-wage workers rallied on Beacon Hill today.  Fast food workers here in Boston, and 
across the country, walked off their jobs today demanding higher wages; and on Thursday, 
home care workers joined the movement.  Fast food workers from more than 150 cities 
across the country walked off their jobs, in hopes of raising the minimum wage to $15 dollars 
per hour.  Home care workers hope their voices will be heard too.  Even though the 
Massachusetts legislature already approved a minimum wage increase from $8 dollars an 
hour to $11 dollars by 2017, lower-wage workers argue that it's still not enough to survive.  
Nearly 7-million low-wage workers have seen their pay go up since the movement began two 
years ago.  In addition to a $15 dollar minimum, fast food workers are also pushing for the 
right to form a union without fear of retaliation. 
 
News    09/08/14   5pm    : 30 
 
Come 2017, minimum wage will be $11.00 dollars an hour.  Living off $8 dollars an hour can 
be a challenge, which is why local workers are drawn to businesses that offer higher wages.  
Nationwide, minimum wage workers are demanding higher wages.  And not all states agree.   
Although Mass. minimum wage is set to go up one dollar per year for the next three years, 
many families here told 22News they can't wait that long when they have all of these 
expenses to pay for and not enough money to cover it.  Many low income workers are forced 
to take on multiple jobs to get by.  And sometimes, have to set money aside for expenses far 
in advance.  Massachusetts wages will start to rise July 2015. 
 
News    09/18/14   6pm    : 30 
 
Joblessness jumped in Massachusetts last month, but state officials say it's a temporary 
situation.  The state lost 53-hundred jobs last month.  Many of those jobs were grocery store 
positions, likely a result of the Market Basket feud. Massachusetts unemployment rate 
climbed to 5.8% in August, .2% higher than the month of July.  The preliminary report by the 
Executive Office of Labor and Workforce Development shows one sector was hit the hardest.  



The sudden spike could be largely due to last month's family feud over the Market Basket 
grocery chain.  Thousands of employees went on strike across the company's seventy-one 
stores in Massachusetts and New Hampshire.  Those jobs should be restored after a $1.5-
billion dollar deal that put Arthur T. Demoulas back in charge.  Despite the losses, more than 
four-thousand jobs were created in Education, Hospitality and Business Services in the state.  
No new taxes were added in fiscal 20-15 which could also help employment numbers.  An 
estimated 3.4 million people are employed in Massachusetts.  The report also found that the 
state's long-term unemployed who had dropped out of the labor market, are getting back in 
the job hunt. 
 
News    09/23/14   6pm    : 30 
 
A report released today shows that unemployment rates for August were down in 13 areas in 
Massachusetts.  This report counts for unadjusted unemployment rates, and basically what that 
means is, this report does not include those who don't work certain seasons, like construction 
workers during the winter or teachers during the summer.  It only takes into account those who 
don't work at all.  All of this information comes from the US Department of Labor's Bureau of Labor 
Statistics.  So, in this report, 9 out of 12 areas in the state added jobs, and Springfield had the 
largest percentage of job growth this August compared to August of last year.   
 
News    09/30/14   6am    : 30 
 
As many states debate minimum wage increases, new research shows a majority of 
employers are on board for the change.  Massachusetts will eventually have the highest 
minimum wage in the nation, while some people here in Springfield told 22News upping the 
minimum wage is needed, others are concerned about its impact.  A new careerbuilder.com 
survey found that more than 60% of employers believe the current $7.25 an hour federal 
minimum wage is too low; and nearly 30% say it should be up around the $10.00 dollar mark.  
But some argue upping the minimum wage will force everyone to pay more for everyday 
purchases. 

 


