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The following is WWLP programming addressing Crime during 
the 2ND

 quarter of 2013.  These issues were addressed through 
our locally produced news programming. 
________________________________________________ 
 
 
News    04/01/13   6pm                : 30 
 
West Springfield Police are searching for a suspect after a robbery in a restaurant parking lot.  
Sergeant Jeff Harlow told 22News someone was robbed in the IHOP parking lot on 640 
Riverdale Street at 10 this morning.  Sgt. Harlow says that the suspect ran off following the 
robbery and is believed to have been picked up by a waiting vehicle.  No one was hurt.  
Police would not confirm whether or not the suspect was carrying a weapon or what was 
stolen. 
 
News    04/01/13   6pm                : 30 
 
Springfield Police found fully-loaded stolen semi-automatic rifle in a car they pulled over early 
yesterday.  Police arrested 24 year old Frank Woodfine of Springfield and a passenger 25 
year old Chris Graham Hampden.  Sgt. John Delaney told 22News they also found more than 
50 rounds of ammunition. According to Delaney, officers pulled the car over around 2:00 
Sunday morning.  As they approached the car, Delaney says they cops saw a high-capacity 
ammunition magazine on the floor.  More police arrived and they found a fully-loaded 
Bushmaster M-15 rifle and more ammunition.  Delaney says that that rifle had been reported 
stolen in a burglary in Pennsylvania.  Woodfine and Graham are charged with several 
firearms violations and receiving stolen property over $250. 
 
News    04/01/13   11pm                : 30 
 
In Westfield local and State police are actively searching for whoever shot a man on Chapel 
Street.  Westfield police Officer John Blascak told 22News that they found a shooting victim 
near the intersection of Chapel and Mechanic Streets at about 9:30 tonight.  Officer Blascak 
said that State Police and Southwick Police dogs are involved in the search.  The victim is 
expected to survive.  There may be intermittent street closures during the course of the 
search, which is north of the Main Street Burger King.  There was no information about the 
victim's wounds or what led up to the shooting.  Stay with 22News for the latest on this story 
as it develops.  
 
News    04/02/13   6pm                : 30 
 
Westfield police have made an arrest from last Friday night's shooting.  Westfield Police 
Captain Michael McCabe told 22News that Raymond Michael Boissanault of West Springfield 
was arrested on Main Street in Westfield last night.  During Friday's incident a man was shot 
in the leg near the corner of Chapel and Mechanic Streets he's since been released from the 



hospital.  A gun had also been pointed at a woman who was with the victim.  
McCabe told our media partner the Westfield News that the victims had originally said it was 
a robbery but changed their stories and that helped lead detectives to Boissanault.  
 
News    04/02/13   12pm                : 30 
 
Springfield Police say cooperative witnesses helped to quickly lead to the arrests of two 
suspects in a shooting Monday afternoon in Springfield.  Sgt. John Delaney told 22News 
Tarrell Dewbury and Jacques Toles are facing several charges including assault with intent to 
murder.  According to Sgt. Delaney witnesses told police one of the suspects fired into a 
crowd waiting for the bus at Bay Street and Berkshire Avenue.  One of the bullets hit a 19 
year-old woman in the thigh.  Sgt. Delaney says witnesses told police the suspects ran to 
Toles' apartment which officers then surrounded and made the arrest. 
 
News    04/05/13   6pm                : 30 
 
State police say a trooper's spotting of an expired license plate on I-91 in Whately led them to 
the seizure of a semi-automatic rifle two other guns and more than 150 rounds of 
ammunition.  According to a news release sent to 22News 33 year old Timothy Harding of 
Brattleboro, Vermont was arrested when troopers searched the van he was driving late 
Thursday night.  According to state police, a trooper pulled Harding over around 11:45 on I-
91 Northbound when he noticed the van had an expired Pennsylvania license plate.  Police 
search the van before it was to be towed and found three guns and 159 rounds of 
ammunition.  State Police say Harding was not licensed to have the weapons found inside 
the van, state police say. 
 
News    04/06/13   6pm                : 30 
 
Somewhere in the pioneer valley, someone's driving a late model Buick Verano with front end 
damage and possibly traces of blood.  The car reported struck and severely injured 19 year 
old Jonthany Maldonado of Summit street in Springfield, as he was crossing Sumner Avenue 
near Longhill street about 4AM this morning.  Veteran traffic officer Ed Hiney told 22News, it’s 
not clear if the hit and run driver stopped briefly or just kept right on going.  The victim 
reportedly suffered multiple fractures and a head injury.  He's in critical condition at Baystate 
medical center.  Springfield police spokesman Sgt John Delaney notified 22news that the car 
that hit Maldonado is either a 2012 or 2013, dark colored Buick Verano.  If you know of a 
Buick with front end damage called Springfield police at 787-6325. 
 
News    04/07/13   6pm                : 30 
 
Two people have been arrested after drugs were allegedly found inside their vehicle during a 
routine traffic stop in Holyoke.  Sgt. Kevin Thomas told 22News that at around 6:30 Saturday 
night police stopped a car at the intersection of Main and Adams Streets for an expired 
inspection sticker.  They searched the vehicle and reportedly found 50 bags of heroin and 
some cocaine.  27-year-old Treeshia Reynolds and 22-year-old Zachary DiGrigoli were 
arrested.  They're from the Pittsfield area and will be arraigned tomorrow. 



 
News    04/09/13   5pm                : 30 
 
A homeless man was arrested after shooting at cans with a pellet rifle not far from President 
Barack Obama's motorcade route.  Police say 27-year-old Joseph Stravinskas initially 
refused to drop his rifle, but he eventually did and was arrested.  The arrest is unrelated to 
Obama's visit and occurred before the president's motorcade left the university following his 
speech.  He is charged with breach of peace, threatening and interfering with police.  He was 
unable to post $15,000 dollar bond and is still in custody. 
 
News    04/10/13   6pm                : 30 
 
The 22News I-Team has discovered the man who's facing charges in connection to a 
Westfield shooting has already done time for other gun crimes.  22-year-old Raymond 
Boissonault was arraigned in Court last week for allegedly shooting a man in the leg in 
Westfield.  The 22News I-Team obtained court papers that reveal he recently spent time in 
jail for receiving stolen firearms and other gun crimes.  District Attorney Mark Mastroianni told 
22News Boissonault served the minimum mandatory time in jail and if convicted again, his 
sentence will be longer as a second offender. 
 
News    04/12/13   6pm                : 30 
 
The former head of a Springfield veterans outreach center formally denied the indictment 
accusing him of stealing $35,000 dollars from his organization and from federal grants.  
Christopher Scott pled not guilty during his Hampden County Superior Court arraignment for 
larceny and procurement fraud.  Scott was the executive director of the Mason Square 
Veterans Outreach Center in Springfield.  He's accused of stealing about $20,000 from the 
center's bank accounts, and more than $17,000 dollars of federal grant to make the State 
Street facility handicapped-accessible.  Scott was released on $5,000 personal surety, and 
ordered to continue drug counseling.  
 
News    04/12/13   12pm                : 30 
 
South Hadley Police are asking for your help finding a vehicle driven by a man who allegedly 
approached two young girls.  Two young girls reported they were standing in front of their 
house on San Souci Drive on Wednesday at around 4pm when the jeep slowed down and 
the man inside yelled at them to "get in."  The girls ran into their home and the Jeep sped off.  
The black Jeep wrangler is described as an older model that is "not shiny” has tinted windows 
and a bumper sticker near the rear license plate.  It was driven by a white man.  If you have 
any information about this Jeep you are asked to contact the South Hadley Police 
Department at the number on your screen. 
 
News    04/12/13   6am                : 30 
 
Nine people, including a cafeteria worker at the Kelly School in Holyoke were arrested for 
allegedly participating in a drug ring.  A pretty sophisticated operation, which police say it 



started in Florida.  People were recruited to pick up the pills, then deliver them and distribute 
them in Holyoke in exchange for money, which was deposited into bank accounts.  Nine 
people were arrested after local, state and federal authorities spent 10 months investigating.  
More than $1-million dollars was exchanged mostly for Oxycodone, a prescription painkiller 
that many people have in their own medicine cabinets.  Police say it's a gateway drug to 
Heroin and a growing trend with teens and young adults. 
 
News    04/13/13   9am                : 30 
 
Massachusetts State Police made four arrests at the sobriety checkpoint on Union Street in 
Springfield overnight.  State Police Lt. John Healy told 22News 186 cars went through the 
checkpoint and four arrests were for operating under the influence. 
 
News    04/14/13   6pm                : 30 
 
Springfield Police Detectives would like to hear from the public to find out who shot and 
wounded a man in the leg this morning.  Springfield police Sgt. David Martin told 22News the 
man was standing in front of 285 Liberty street when someone shot him.  Doctors at Baystate 
medical center treated the man's wounds.  If you have any information that can help the 
police, you're asked to call the Springfield detective bureau at 787-6355. 
 
News    04/15/13   11pm                : 30 
 
State Police want to find three people who abandoned a car with a loaded semi-automatic 
piston in it in Holyoke early today.  While on patrol in Holyoke, around 2:30 this morning, 
Holyoke State Trooper Timothy Harrington saw a gold Honda Accord run a red light on 
Resnic Boulevard.  Trooper Harrington stopped the car and thought he saw the barrel of gun 
under a passenger's leg.  The car took off, going the wrong-way down Maple Street.  The 
Honda crashed into several parked cars, and the people inside abandoned the car.  Police 
found a fully-loaded 9 mm handgun and several recently fired shell casings in the car.  
They're trying to identify the suspects. 
 
News    04/16/13   6pm                : 30 
 
The Boston Marathon bombing killed three people.  There are also several more injured who 
are fighting for their lives.  Here's a quick look at how quickly the tragedy unfolded.  At 2:50, 
two bombs went off about a block apart near the finish line Boylston Street, within about 8 
seconds of another.  At 3:00 police began locking down buildings in the area, runners who 
haven't finished were stopped. At 4:10 Officials confirmed the explosions were caused by 
bombs.  4:12 there was a blast near the JFK library in Dorchester; investigators later 
determined it wasn't related.  By 9 pm the death toll rose to 3 and at least 130 were reported 
injured. We now know there are at least 170 people injured, nearly 20 in critical condition. 
 
News    04/17/13   12pm                : 30 
 



Authorities investigating the deadly bombings at the Boston Marathon have recovered a 
piece of circuit board that they believe was part of one of the explosive devices and also 
found the lid of a pressure cooker that apparently was catapulted onto the roof of a nearby 
building.  A law enforcement official briefed on the investigation confirmed to The Associated 
Press that authorities have recovered what they believe are some of the pieces of the 
explosive devices.  A person close to the investigation previously told AP the bombs 
consisted of explosives put in 1.6-gallon pressure cookers one with shards of metal and ball 
bearings the other with nails.   
 
News    04/18/13   5:30pm           : 30 
 
FBI's just released photos of two suspects in the Boston Marathon bombings.  The FBI is 
asking for your help identifying these two men.  FBI Agent Richard DesLauriers said the 
photos came from surveillance cameras, personal photographs and other evidence near the 
explosion sites.  DesLauriers said one the suspect is believed to have planted the devices 
near the finish line of the race.  He said both suspects are considered armed and extremely 
dangerous, and if you see them, he urges you to call the police, and not try to approach them 
yourself.  The explosions Monday killed three people and wounded more than 180.  We have 
the photos of the suspects on our website, wwlp.com  If you have and information your asked 
to immediately contact the FBI at the number on your screen,1-800-call-fbi, That’s 1-800-225-
5324. 
 
News    04/18/13   5am           : 30 
 
Springfield Police have arrested four men and are trying to connect them with an attempted 
home break in on Marlborough Street.  Captain Larry Brown told 22News that at around 1 
o'clock this morning a family inside 111 Marlborough Street saw four black men in black 
hoodies and white ski masks trying to break into their home.  The men sped off and shortly 
after where arrested in the driveway at 14 Northampton Ave.  Police found a sawed off 
shotgun and two handguns in their white SUV.  They're being held on gun and drug charges 
but are also suspects in the attempted home invasion.  No one was hurt. 
 
News    04/19/13   5pm           : 30 
 
The investigation gained new momentum last night, first, after the FBI released photographs 
of the suspects, and then a disturbance late last night.  Police converged on a Watertown 
neighborhood late last night after explosions and gunfire. Police Officials say MIT police 
Officer Sean Collier was shot and killed by the suspected Boston Marathon Bombers in 
Cambridge.  After the suspects shot and killed officer collier, they car-jacked an SUV at 
gunpoint and led police on a chase to nearby Watertown.  During this pursuit, a transit police 
officer was seriously wounded.  And one of the suspects was killed  That led to a lockdown of 
the city of Boston and a house by house search in Water Town for the man the FBI described 
as "Suspect number 2," who was later identified as 19 year old Dzhokhar Tsarnev.  Suspect 
Number one, who was killed, was his older brother.  The suspects' Uncle spoke with 
reporters in Maryland.  He said his Nephew shamed his family and the ethnicity of Chechnya.  
He urged his Nephew to surrender and ask for forgiveness... and offered one possible 



explanation for how this happened.  A very active search for Dzhokhar Tsarnev is under way, 
as well as for other, un-named possible accomplices.  
 
 
News    04/19/13   12pm           : 30 
 
The manhunt for the two suspects wanted for the Boston Marathon bombings continues.  
One of them is dead the other is still on the loose in Watertown.  The city of Boston and some 
of the surrounding communities are on lockdown, just part of a stunning chain of events 
today.  We have live team coverage from all over the commonwealth. 
 
News    04/19/13   7am           : 30 
 
A Springfield man is recovering this morning after being shot in the leg on Liberty Street.  Lt. 
David Martin told 22NEWS the man was shot in front of 285 Liberty Street around 12:30 this 
morning.  Martin said the victim was taken to Baystate Medical Center and is expected to 
survive his injuries.  If you have any information you can call the Springfield Police Detective 
Bureau on the number on your screen.  
 
News    04/22/13   6pm           : 30 
 
Amherst Police issued 12 citations for possession of marijuana during the UMass Amherst 
sponsored "Extravaganza" event this weekend.  More than 6,000 people attended the event 
on the Amherst town common Saturday afternoon.  Two people were arrested for other 
offenses.  24 year old Dylan Dresser of Greenfield was charged with assault and battery on a 
police officer and disorderly conduct 24-year old Rafael Perez of Holyoke had an outstanding 
warrant for receiving a stolen vehicle.  He was also charged with possession with intent to 
distribute. 
 
News    04/22/13   6pm           : 30 
 
22News is working for you with the latest development in the investigation into the Boston 
Marathon Bombings.  The U.S. Attorney General says the surviving suspect has been 
formally charged with conspiring to use a weapon of mass destruction resulting in death.  
Attorney General Eric Holder issued a statement today detailing the charge against 19-year-
old Dzhokhar Tsarnaev.  A conviction on this federal crime carries a possible death sentence.  
Tsarnaev made his initial federal court appearance in his room in Beth Israel hospital, where 
he's listed in serious but stable condition. 
 
News    04/23/13   6pm           : 30 
 
Police in Amherst are looking for witnesses to a robbery at the CVS/Pharmacy on North 
Pleasant Street.  Lt. Ronald Young told 22News that around 5:00 Monday evening, a white 
male about 5'10" masked himself and entered the store wearing a dark sweatshirt, jeans, and 
a black hat. He didn't show a weapon and left out the rear entrance.  Anyone with information 
should call the Amherst Police Department. 



News    04/23/13   12pm           : 30 
 
More charges are ahead for the surviving marathon bombings suspect.  State prosecutors 
expect to charge Dzhokhar Tsarnaev separately in the killing of Officer Collier.  Tsarnaev's 
already been charged with using a weapon of mass destruction.  Still unable to speak 
because of wounds Tsarnaev answered questions in writing yesterday.  U.S. officials say 
Tsarnaev and his brother appear to have been motivated by their religious views and not any 
connection to any Muslim terrorist groups.  
 
News    04/24/13   12pm           : 30 
 
State Trooper William Christie confirmed with us today that a man was arrested for allegedly 
setting fire to a two-family house, in the village of Shelburne Falls.  Firefighters were called to 
this home on Barnard Road, just after 10:30PM.  The flames started on the second floor and 
spread quickly to the attic.  We know that the owner was renting out a portion of the home to 
a mother and her child.  They were the only ones home at the time of the fire.  They said they 
smelled gas, right before the flames started and were able to escape.  But there were some 
animals that may have been left behind. 
 
News    04/25/13   6pm           : 30 
 
The man who Amherst police arrested for robbing two drug stores will stay in jail.  
Amherst resident 23 year old Ryan Rasys (Rass-sis) was ordered held without bail at his 
arraignment in Eastern Hampshire District court this afternoon.  Rasys is accused of robbing 
the CVS Pharmacy on North Pleasant Street on Monday as well as the Amherst Pharmacy 
on College Street late Wednesday afternoon. No one was hurt in either incident. 
 
News    04/25/13   5pm           : 30 
 
A former cop in Lowell is going to jail for two years.  Former police officer Aravanhy Lakmany.  
But the former police officer admitted to using his badge to extort sexual favors from hookers, 
about 20 times while on duty in his cruiser.  In addition to the jail time, a judge gave him three 
years probation. 
 
News    04/25/13   11pm           : 30 
 
State Police have captured a fugitive bank robbery suspect wanted by the FBI this evening in 
West Springfield.  Trooper Paul Aten stopped a car on Route 20 for having an expired 
registration.  When the trooper was taking the driver out of his car the wanted man ran down 
the street and into CVS.  The State Police caught up with him there where he was arrested.  
Bradon Payne had been wanted by the FBI in Alabama for armed bank robbery.  Payne is 
expected to be arraigned tomorrow morning in Springfield. 
 
News    04/26/13   6pm           : 30 
 



Granby Police seized more than 8-thousand dollars worth of heroin following a drug 
investigation this week.  According to a news release from Granby Police, 32 year old Gary 
LeFebvre has been charged with heroin trafficking and possession of several prescription 
drugs.  LeFebvre was released on five thousand dollars bail at his arraignment today.  He's 
due back in court on July 25th. 
 
News    04/27/13   6pm           : 30 
 
A man has been arrested after a vehicle chase that involved the Springfield, Chicopee and 
State Police.  State Police Sgt. Brian Gladu told 22News that just before 3:00 this afternoon, 
Springfield Police started chasing a vehicle that matched the same description as a vehicle 
used in recent home break ins.  The car sped down Springfield Street and into Chicopee 
driving over lawns and hitting residents mailboxes.  The driver also hit three police cruisers, 
before state Police were able to blow out his tires and arrest him on Moore Street.  One 
Chicopee Police officer suffered minor injuries.  The suspect, who's only being identified as a 
man, is currently being booked by Chicopee Police. 
 
News    04/27/13   6am           : 30 
 
Massachusetts state police held a sobriety checkpoint on Memorial Drive in Chicopee.  State 
Police Lt. John Hackett told 22News, six drivers were charged with driving under the 
influence.  Hackett said 224 cars were stopped and 18 cars were screened.  Police were 
pulling people over between 11:30 last night and 2:30 this morning. 
 
News    04/28/13   9am           : 30 
 
21 year old JaJa Brathwaite was arrested for stabbing a Springfield man on Dickinson Street.  
Captain Larry Brown told 22News the suspect threatened the man with a knife at his doorstep 
around 3 this morning.  Brown said when the man opened the door to talk to Brathwaite he 
stabbed him in the hand and ran.  He was later arrested at 71 Beaumont Street where the 
knife was found.  He's facing an assault and battery charge. 
 
News    04/28/13   9am           : 30 
 
24 year old Robert Owens is facing several charges after trying to rob a pizza delivery driver 
and then running from police.  Springfield Police Captain Larry Brown told 22News, officers 
were on a routine patrol when they saw Owens attempting to rob an Empire Pizza driver at 
15 Avon Place.  Brown said the suspect used a German luger pistol to threaten the driver.  
When Owens saw the officers, police say he ran into a nearby cemetery.  Brown said officers 
used a K-9 unit to track the suspect.  Owens was found and arrested near 175 Maple Street.  
He's being charged with attempted armed robbery and other charges. 
 
News    04/28/13   11pm           : 30 
 
Chicopee Police Sgt. Keith Lemay told 22News that they've arrested 54 year old James 
Lewis of Feeding Hills.  There are 17 charges against him including six counts of assault and 



battery with a dangerous weapon and assault and battery with intent to murder.  State Police 
Sgt. Brian Gladu told 22News that just before 3:00 this afternoon, Springfield Police started 
chasing a vehicle that matched the same description as a vehicle used in recent home break-
ins.  The car sped down Springfield Street and into Chicopee driving over lawns and hitting 
resident’s mailboxes.  The driver also hit three police cruisers, before state Police were able 
to blow out his tires and arrest him on Moore Street.  One Chicopee Police officer suffered 
minor injuries.  He'll be charged by multiple police departments and is being held on $5,000 
bail.  Lewis will be in Chicopee District Court on Monday. 
 
News    04/29/13   6pm           : 30 
 
One of the women in charge of the Northampton drug take back event this Saturday was 
arrested a day later for OUI and drug charges.  Kathy Bouquillon, seen here in a previous 
interview with 22News, is the city's solid waste management director.  Northwestern District 
Attorney Spokeswoman Mary Carey told 22News Bouquillon was arraigned and charged 
today with Possession of Drugs, OUI and Possession of a Firearm.  That firearm was a can 
of unregistered pepper spray.  The Hampshire Gazette reports that she was arrested after 
she struck a tree with her car.  Court records show she had numerous drugs in her car that 
were not prescribed to her. 
 
News    04/30/13   11pm           : 30 
 
Two men, one of them armed with a gun, tried but failed to rob the Family Dollar Store on 
State Street in Springfield's Mason Square tonight.  Springfield Police Captain Cheryl 
Clapprood told 22News that one of the men held a gun on store employees and customers 
while he tried to open the store safe at about seven tonight.  Captain Clapprood said he tried 
the combination, failed, and the two of them ran out of the store toward Bay Street.  No one 
was hurt.  Detectives hope to view the store's surveillance video. 
 
News    05/01/13   5pm           : 30 
 
Three men who attended college with the Boston marathon suspect have been charged in 
connection with the case.  Two of the men, seen here in a photo with Dzhokhar Tsarnaev, 
were arraigned today in federal court in Boston.  Both men waived bail and agreed to 
voluntary detention. The two men were charged with conspiring to obstruct justice after they 
allegedly removed Tsarnaev's backpack from his UMass Dartmouth dorm room three days 
after the bombing.  A third man is charged with making false statements to federal 
investigators.  
 
News    05/02/13   6pm           : 30 
 
Longmeadow Police have issued an arrest warrant for a New York man in connection with a 
driveway sealing scheme.  Longmeadow Police Captain John Stankiewicz told 22News 54 
year old John Williams of Troy, New York was identified as one of the individuals who 
allegedly offered to seal an elderly person’s driveway with materials left over from another 
job.  The victim paid $1,200 dollars but the seal used turned out to be waste oil. Any with 



information on Williams should call Longmeadow Police.  
 
News    05/02/13   4:30am           : 30 
 
55 Year old Charles Allen of Springfield was sentenced in U.S. District court for social 
security fraud.  Allen must serve two years of probation and pay just over $97,000 dollars in 
restitution to the social security administration.  For seven years Allen received disability 
benefits that he wasn't entitled to because he was also managing a restaurant at the time. 
 
News    05/03/13   6pm           : 30 
 
Police in Franklin County also took a large quantity of drugs off the street today. 
Northwestern District Attorney Spokeswoman Mary Carey told 22News police arrested 46 
year old Kenneth Dennis of Orange at his Mechanic Street home today.  Carey says police 
recovered five shotguns, heroin and packaging materials during a search of his apartment.  
According to police, Dennis admitted to selling heroin to support his own habit and was 
planning to sell the shotguns. 
 
News    05/03/13   6pm           : 30 
 
Nine people were arrested following a drug raid that broke up what police are calling a 
"heroin empire."  The charges against them include possession of heroin with intent to 
distribute, cocaine trafficking, possession of marijuana with intent to distribute, and violation 
of a drug-free school zone. The suspect not pictured is underage.  Springfield police Sgt. 
John Delaney told 22News officers found about 1,000 packets of heroin, packaging materials, 
a large amount of marijuana for sale, $2,000 cash, two handguns, and 100 rounds of 
ammunition. 
 
News    05/05/13   11pm           : 30 
 
Police in Wilbraham, Springfield and Chicopee have been told to be on the lookout for a 
suspect involved in a domestic assault.  Wilbraham Police Captain Timothy Kane told 
22News that just after 8:30 tonight they were called to 20 Spruce Drive for a stabbing.  
Captain Kane said a 30 year old man who was dating a 43 year old man stabbed the man in 
the thumb.  The suspect then allegedly ripped the phone cord from the wall so the victim 
couldn't call 911.  The man was last seen driving South on Main Street toward Springfield 
Street in a gray Nissan Maxima with a license plate number of 3SFR90.  The suspect's name 
is not being released.  Call the police if you have any information. 
 
News    05/03/13   7am           : 30 
 
24 year old Robert Owens is facing several charges after trying to rob a pizza delivery driver 
and then running from police.  Springfield Police Captain Larry Brown told 22News, officers 
were on a routine patrol when they saw Owens attempting to rob an Empire Pizza driver at 
15 Avon Place.  Brown said the suspect used a German luger pistol to threaten the driver.  
When Owens saw the officers, police say he ran into a nearby cemetery.  Brown said officers 



used a K-9 unit to track the suspect.  Owens was found and arrested near 175 Maple Street.  
He's being charged with attempted armed robbery and other charges. 
 
News    05/06/13   6pm           : 30 
 
Five people have been arrested in Holyoke as part of a federal drug investigation.  Holyoke 
Police Lt. Matthew Moriarty told 22News the five suspects were taken into custody after 
authorities searched the home at 186 Suffolk Street.  Lt. Moriarty said crack cocaine, heroin, 
marijuana, assorted pills and over $8,000 were seized during the search.  Police also found 
several materials necessary for drug distribution including packaging materials, digital scales 
and an electronic surveillance system. 
 
News    05/07/13   5pm           : 30 
 
Springfield police have made an arrest in connection with a double shooting more than a 
week ago in the city's Liberty Heights neighborhood.  Police Sgt. John Delaney told 22News 
36 year old Jose Lopez of Springfield was arrested just before 7:30 this morning.  Lopez was 
wanted by police following an investigation into an April 23 shooting on Liberty Street near 
the corner of Columbia Terrace.  According to Delaney, One man was shot in the leg, and the 
other was shot in the ear.  Both victims were taken to the hospital, but have since been 
released.  He is being charged with several charges including two counts of assault with 
intent to murder.  
 
News    05/07/13   11pm           : 30 
 
The leader of a Roman Catholic diocese in Worcester, Massachusetts has been arrested on 
charges of drunken driving.  Bishop Robert McManus was arrested Saturday night after a hit 
and run accident in Narragansett.  In a statement the 61-year-old bishop said he drove after 
drinking wine at dinner and said he has no excuse for his mistakes.  He will be arraigned 
tomorrow in South Kingstown. 
 
News    05/08/13   6pm           : 30 
 
A Westfield couple denied several charges that they raped a 14 year old girl and used her as 
a "sex slave".  A Westfield couple is accused of making a 14 year old girl their "sex slave."  
31 year old Nathaniel Lami and 22 year old Leonne Vieu denied several charges including 
rape, posing a child nude, and distributing child pornography.  The two live in the basement 
of Lami's mother's home.  We tried to speak to her where the alleged acts against the teen 
took place she did not want to talk.  Caitlain said her mom would not have let this go on if she 
knew something was wrong.  Neighbors tell us several police officers did an extensive search 
of the home taking several pieces of evidence out with them, and the allegations of rape, 
pornography, and even drug use on the young teen has neighbors on edge.  Several of the 
allegations are very graphic.  If you'd like to know more, you can go to our website at 
WWLP.com.  
 
News    05/09/13   5pm           : 30 



 
US Marshals arrested John Blomquist, formerly of Agawam.  The 34 year old is accused of 
raping a child in Agawam in August of 2012.  The Marshals say Blomquist has been taunting 
law enforcement by sending "Catch me if you can" postcards.  Blomquist is being held in 
Utah and will be brought back to Hampden County in the near future. 
 
News    05/09/13   11pm           : 30 
 
Stunning allegations a Westfield couple charged with using a 14 year old girl as a sex slave.  
31 year old Nathaniel Lami and 22 year old Leonne Vieu denied several charges including 
rape, posing a child nude, and distributing child pornography.  Lami's sister spoke with 
22News saying the charges are difficult for the whole family to hear. 
 
News    05/10/13   6pm           : 30 
 
Springfield Police arrested two Agawam residents during a street heroin transaction in 
Springfield’s liberty Heights.  Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney told 22News 29 year old 
Adam Lee and 20 year old Stephanie Savard were busted buying heroin on Mooreland Street 
around 8 o'clock last night.  Police also arrested the alleged dealer, 44 year old Benjamin 
Martinez who lives nearby.  Sgt. Delaney said Martinez was carrying more than one-
thousand dollars in cash when he was arrested. 
 
News    05/11/13   6am           : 30 
 
One man is recovering after being stabbed multiple times in Springfield.  Captain Larry Brown 
told 22News at around 10 Friday night the victim was stabbed three times near 947 
Worthington Street.  Brown said he's expected to recovery from his injuries.  No arrests have 
been made.  
 
News    05/12/13   9am           : 30 
 
48 year old William Gray of Springfield is accused of trying to extort money from a New 
Hampshire man with whom he allegedly had a sexual encounter.  Gray lives on Firgdale 
Avenue in Springfield's Forest Park neighborhood.  Salem New Hampshire Police Lt. Ron 
Peddle, said that Gray allegedly met the man online, and then invited him to his apartment 
last month where they allegedly had a sexual encounter.  Gray then allegedly threatened to 
tell the man's wife about it unless he gave him $3,000 to pay for furniture.  At his arraignment, 
Gray said the man owed him the money for drug purchases.  Gray is being held on $50,000 
bail in a New Hampshire jail. 
 
News    05/12/13   9am           : 30 
 
54 year old Robert Perales of Connecticut is in jail this morning after he allegedly tried to 
drive into a police cruiser in Springfield.  Captain Larry Brown told 22news Perales first hit a 
driver around 2 this morning at 1171 Main Street.  Brown said an officer saw the accident and 
alerted other officers in the area.  That's when Perales allegedly tried to hit a police cruiser.  



Perales pulled over to the curb and when police tried to approach him he hit a parked car.  
He was finally arrested near 455 State Street.  The person who was hit on Main Street 
suffered minor injuries.  He is being charged with assault and battery against a police officer, 
driving under the influence and several other charges. 
 
News    05/12/13   9am           : 30 
 
29 year old Miguel Bonilla of West Springfield was arrested after hitting a man unconscious 
with a bat in Springfield.  Capatin Larry Brown told 22news a female flagged down an officer 
patrolling the area.  She told police she witnessed her ex-boyfriend beating the man with a 
bat and holding him hostage.  Police entered the house at 56 Fargo Street and Bonilla was 
covered with blood.  Brown said the other person was found unconscious with severe 
swelling to his head and was taken to Baystate Medical Center.  Bonilla was arrested.  Police 
say the victim hit Bonilla first and then Bonilla took the bat and hit the victim with the bat 
multiple times.  Bonilla is being charged with attempted murder. 
 
News    05/13/13   6pm           : 30 
 
Holyoke police need your help identifying a bank robbery suspect.  Take a look at these 
surveillance photos from the Peoples Bank on South Street.  Holyoke Police Lt. Matthew 
Moriarty told 22News the suspect held up a sign that said "give me your money and hit not 
alarms."  No weapon was used.  The suspect got away with some cash and no one was 
injured.  If you recognize this suspect or have any information about today's robbery, call 
Holyoke police. 
 
News    05/13/13   6pm           : 30 
 
A 10-year old boy was rushed to the hospital after he was hit and pinned under a car in 
Springfield's north end just a few hours ago.  The boy was struck while riding a moped near 
the corner of Plainfield and Washburn Streets around 3:45 this afternoon.  Springfield Police 
Sgt. John Delaney told 22News said that the driver, 40 year old Meliton Velasquez, hit the 
boy and then backed up and hit the boy again, pinning him under the car.  Velasquez was 
arrested and charged with driving without a license.  Sgt. Delaney says the boy is expected to 
be ok. 
 
News    05/13/13   12pm           : 30 
 
44-year-old Jerel Lear of West Springfield will be arraigned today after police say he made 
threats against Holyoke Medical Center Sunday night. 22News received a call from a man 
who said he was going to drive his car into the emergency room at Holyoke Medical Center.  
We notified police of the threatening call and shortly after Lear, was arrested in the hospital's 
parking lot.  Sgt. Manuel Reyes told 22News that Lear said he was upset over a dispute with 
the hospital involving his girlfriend.  Sgt. Reyes told 22News Lear was arrested for driving 
under the influence and for threatening to commit a crime. 
 
News    05/14/13   5pm           : 30 



 
Springfield Police have identified the two people arrested after fire in their home exposed a 
large, marijuana growing operation.  Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney told 22News 31 
year old Mitchell Pelc was running sophisticated marijuana growing operation in the 
basement of his home at 92-94 Draper Street.  Firefighters were called to the home at 4:30 
this morning after an electric pump for an aquarium caught fire.  31 year old Paul Jeannenot 
was also arrested.  He's still hospitalized for smoke inhalation and minor burns.  Sgt. Delaney 
says more than a quarter of a million dollars in marijuana and dozens of handguns were 
taken from the home. 
 
News    05/14/13   12pm           : 30 
 
Two people have been arrested in connection with what's being called an "extensive" human 
trafficking enterprise that forced women into prostitution and made them live in squalor.  
Police say 32-year-old Xiu Chen of Medford and 57-year-old Ronald Keplin of Woburn are 
charged with a number of offenses.  The pair allegedly ran their prostitution business out of 
massage parlors and spas in communities in the Woburn area.  State Attorney General 
Martha Coakley says the suspects allegedly recruited women from along the East Coast and 
employed them in their businesses requiring them to work seven days a week. 
 
News    05/15/13   12pm           : 30 
 
A 19-year-old man in Holyoke is expected to survive after being shot several times Tuesday 
night.  Police were called to Maple Street for a report of shots fired shortly after 10:30 last 
night.  Lt. Larry Cournoyer told 22News a black pick-up truck was seen speeding away.  That 
truck dropped off the wounded man at Holyoke Medical Center.  The victim was then 
transferred to Baystate.  Lt. Cournoyer told 22News police have spoken to the driver of the 
truck. 
 
News    05/15/13   12pm           : 30 
 
Admitted Arsonist Anthony Baye learned his fate today sentenced to 19-20 years in prison.  
This is the end of what's been a long road for Northampton residents in particular.  Anthony 
Baye was sentenced to 19-20 years in prison for setting fires between 2007-2009 and of 
course the deadly fire in December of 2009 that took the life of Paul Yeskie Sr. and his son 
Paul Yeskie Jr.  Today the courtroom was filled with fire victims, family members and 
members of the Northampton Fire Department.  Family members could be heard crying 
during the emotional testimony as they told the judge what this experience has been like for 
them.  
 
News    05/15/13   11pm           : 30 
 
Springfield police want to find out who toppled dozens of headstones in the Oak Grove 
Cemetery.  Springfield Police Lt. Robert Moynihan told 22News that a cemetery employee 
reported the vandalism today.  The cemetery worker told police there were 45 headstones 
that were damaged or knocked off their base.  Lt Moynihan told 22News that the damage 



most likely occurred over the weekend.  The vandalism was apparent in different sections 
throughout the cemetery.  No one saw who did it.  
 
News    05/16/13   5pm           : 30 
 
Greenfield police arrested this 39 year-old woman after finding 35 individually-packaged 
rocks of crack cocaine in her home.  Det. Lt. Dan McCarthy told 22News Tara Shippee of 
Greenfield was arrested around 10:00 A.M. Police raided her on Bouker Street this morning. 
 
News    05/17/13   5pm           : 30 
 
Bail has been set at $300 dollars for a woman whose alleged act of vandalism led to the 
deadly shooting of her ex-boyfriend by Springfield police.  27 year old Ethel McCreary was 
charged with malicious damage to Motor Vehicle after she allegedly smashed the window of 
Louis Squires rental car early Wednesday morning.  Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney told 
22News Squires was shot and killed by police after he opened fire on officers when they 
arrived at his Albermarle Street home.  McCreary is scheduled to return to court for a pretrial 
conference June 12th. 
 
News    05/18/13   9am           : 30 
 
A Springfield police officer is nearly hit by a driver trying to flee from a downtown parking lot.  
27 year old Darrell Gibbons of Springfield was arrested after almost hitting the officer near 23 
Hamden Street.  Lt. Henry Gagnon told 22News officers were called to the parking lot after 
multiple shots were fired.  Gagnon said Gibbons was trying to leave the parking lot around 2 
this morning when he narrowly missed the officer.  Gibbons is being charged with assault 
with a dangerous weapon, resisting arrest, driving under the influence and other charges. 
 
News    05/20/13   12pm           : 30 
 
Springfield police are on the lookout for two suspects following a home invasion in the city's 
lower Liberty Heights neighborhood.  Lt. David Martin told 22News that two Hispanic men 
entered a home at 320 Franklin Street overnight.  Lt. Martin says that a man inside the home 
was pistol-whipped but did not go to the hospital.  Some of the victim's belongings were taken 
from the home during the robbery. 
 
News    05/20/13   11pm           : 30 
 
Holyoke Police gave 22News new information tonight about a large drug bust.  24 year old 
Ricardo Vargas was arrested on Friday.  The arrest followed a searched of an apartment at 
173 Elm Street.  More than 500 packets of heroin were found along with a stolen 9-milimeter 
pistol, and lots of ammo.  Vargas will be arraigned tomorrow on drug and weapons charges. 
 
News    05/21/13   12pm           : 30 
 



Longmeadow police are looking for your help to find a man who they say has been stealing 
from a town drugstore.  Police released surveillance photos from the CVS Pharmacy on 
Longmeadow Street.  Det. Michael Jurkowski told 22News that the suspect had been in the 
store two times.  He is described as a white male in his late 20's, about 6 feet tall with a 
shaved side of the head and what witnesses described as a "reddish" goatee.  On both 
occasions he was seen wearing a snap-style black and red Chicago Bulls cap.  If you have 
any information you're asked to call Longmeadow Police. 
 
News    05/22/13   12pm           : 30 
 
We have new information on a deadly shooting in Springfield.  Police say that the victim was 
shot inside his own apartment.  It's the city's seventh murder of the year.  Police Sgt. John 
Delaney told 22News that 30 year old Fabian Pacheco was found by police inside the first 
floor apartment on Orange Street.  He was taken to Baystate Medical Center, but died of his 
wounds.  Springfield Police Capt. Cheryl Clapprood told 22News that around 8:00 Tuesday 
night the department's shot-spotter system indicated seven shots were fired near 273 Orange 
Street.  Captain Clapprood said police are looking for an older model silver car that was seen 
leaving the area of the shooting.  She said police were stopping any vehicles in the vicinity 
matching the description.  Sgt Delaney told 22News oxycodone pills, marijuana, and cocaine 
packaged for sale were found at the home.  No arrests have been made. 
 
News    05/23/13   6pm           : 30 
 
This brings the total number of murders in Springfield up to eight in 2013, two of them in the 
last two days in Forest Park.  There have been three more murders in Springfield this year 
compared to last year at this time.  Leaving some uneasy; two deadly shootings in two days 
both in the Forest Park section of the city.  It's late night crime that concerns business 
owners.  Although these two murders were not related they took place less than a mile apart 
from each other, the first on May 21st on Orange Street and the second on May 22nd on 
Hollywood Street.  The Springfield Police Department's BADGE Unit was formed in 2011 to 
try and decrease criminal activity in this same Forest Park neighborhood near the "X."   At 
this time last year, there had been 5 murders in Springfield.  Still, Police Sgt. John Delaney 
said overall crime is down 10% over the past year.  Delaney also said for the holiday 
weekend they will be stepping up patrols in the Forest Park Area as well as the rest of the 
city.  
 
News    05/23/13   6pm           : 30 
 
Springfield Police are investigating their second murder in two days.  Springfield Police Sgt. 
John Delaney told 22News 22 year old Angel Llorens was shot and killed around 10:30 last 
night near the corner of Belmont Ave and Hollywood St.  Sgt. Delaney says the motive for 
this shooting appears to be an argument that had taken place in front of the victim's home on 
Hollywood St. 
 
News    05/23/13   12pm           : 30 
 



A man is recovering at Baystate Medical Center following an overnight shooting in Mason 
Square area.  Police Capt. Larry Brown told 22News that the victim was shot on Bowles 
Street, not far from the Rebecca Johnson School, just after midnight.  Police say he is 
expected to be okay.  The suspect involved in the shooting took off running, and police are 
still trying to track him down. 
 
News    05/23/13   12pm           : 30 
 
The man who was shot in the forest park section of the city Wednesday night has died. It was 
the second deadly shooting in the city in just two days.  Springfield Police Sgt. Mike Reid 
confirmed to 22News that the victim of the shooting, which happened near the corner of 
Hollywood Street and Belmont Avenue, had died.  Capt. Cheryl Claprood told 22News that 
the victim had been shot multiple times.  The victim has been identified as 22 year old Angel 
Llorens of Springfield.  Police are searching for three Hispanic men who were reported 
arguing with the victim on Daytona Street while riding bicycles.  Police are also searching for 
a vehicle that may be connected with the suspects, a black Honda.  This is the eighth murder 
of 2013 in Springfield and as we said, the second in just two days. 
 
News    05/25/13   6pm           : 30 
 
Police Officers from Wilbraham and Ludlow got a search warrant and went forward with a 
drug raid at a house at 83 Stony Hill Road in a residential area of Wilbraham. There, 
according to Wilbraham Police Sgt. Edward Lennon, they arrested the two men who 
reportedly live there, Cory Johnson and Matthew Posely, both of them 28 years old.  It's 
alleged that Johnson and Posley were dealing heroin as well as prescription drugs.  After the 
holiday weekend, Johnson and Posley will be in Palmer district court. 
 
News    05/26/13   9am           : 30 
 
A man from Springfield is due in court tomorrow on charges that he was driving drunk with his 
three young children in the car.  Palmer Police Sgt. Rodney North told 22News 40-year-old 
Brian Withers drove up to an ATM in Three Rivers on Friday and passed out behind the 
steering wheel.  He's facing several charges, including drunk driving for the second time and 
child endangerment.  The children are 4, 6 and 7 years old.  They were released into their 
grandmother's custody. 
 
News    05/28/13   12pm           : 30 
 
Holyoke Police are looking for 3 men possibly in a Cadillac, wanted in connection with a 
home invasion.  Holyoke Police Lt. Larry Cournoyer told 22News the men were masked and 
armed and tied up 1 of the 3 victims with a vacuum cleaner cord.  According to Lt. Cournoyer 
the men made the victims lie face down then stole electronic items.  Lt. Cournoyer told 
22News that the home invasion happened at 11:30 Monday night but police weren't called to 
95 Elm Street until 2am this morning. 
 
News    05/29/13   6pm           : 30 



 
Holyoke Police are investigating the city's first murder in more than a year and a half.  
Holyoke Police are asking for your help in finding two men who may be responsible for last 
night's deadly shooting.  A 35 year old man was shot multiple times outside 815 Dwight 
Street, but right now, police do not have any physical description of the suspects.  Holyoke 
Police Lt. Matthew Moriarty told 22News police received reports that two people riding a 
scooter drove up to the victim and shot him multiple times.  They were wearing motorcycle 
helmets and hoodies. The victim was taken to a hospital, but he died there late last night.  
Residents here in Holyoke told 22News they still think Holyoke is a relatively safe city, but 
they hope police will now patrol the streets even more frequently. 
 
News    06/02/13   6pm           : 30 
 

Before Tuesday of this week, the city went almost two years without a single homicide.  Lt. 
Matt Moriarty told 22News at around 2 o'clock this afternoon a man was shot several times 
behind an apartment building at 16 Cabot Street.  The man, who's not being identified, was 
rushed to Baystate Medical Center, where he died.  Lt. Moriarty told 22News that so far, 
nobody has been arrested and they don't have any suspects.  Today's murder follows 
another deadly shooting at the corner of Beech and Dwight Streets on Tuesday.  A 35 year 
old man was killed.  Lt. Moriarty told 22News they do not believe that the killings are related. 
 
News    06/03/13   6pm           : 30 
 
Springfield Police have arrested a man they say is responsible for more than 35 car break-ins 
in the last month.  Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney told 22News police caught 32 year 
old Carlos Vergara Saturday with items stolen from a car; among the items, a car stereo.  
Vegara has been charged with 15 counts of larceny and breaking and entering.  Sgt. Delaney 
said the car breaks were isolated to a small section of the city near Worthington, Magazine, 
Florida and Armory Streets. 
 
News    06/03/13   6pm           : 30 
 
After 18 months without a single killing, the city of Holyoke is now investigating its second 
murder in less than a week.  And we've just learned the name of Sunday's murder victim.  A 
34 year old from Springfield is the latest homicide victim in Holyoke and now police are trying 
to figure out who's responsible.  Two homicides in less than a week’s time.  Holyoke police 
are now investigating Sunday's deadly shooting behind a Cabot Street apartment, in which 34 
year old Juan Quinones of Springfield.  Five days earlier Holyoke's Danny Rodriguez was 
shot outside a Dwight street home.  This week’s killings are the first in Holyoke in 18 months.  
But Mayor Alex Morse says residents should feel safe.  Morse told 22News police have 
deployed extra officers to send a message to those who live in those neighborhoods.  
Holyoke police Lt. Matthew Moriarty told me they have persons of interest but so far no 
arrests. We will continue to follow both investigations closely.  
 
News    06/03/13   5pm           : 30 
 



Police are hoping someone in Western Massachusetts will be able to help them identify a 
bank robbery suspect; Enfield Detective Timonthy Lewis told 22News this suspect robbed the 
Sovereign Bank on Route five Friday afternoon.  The suspect did not show a weapon and no 
one was hurt.  He was described as stocky wearing a Red Sox hat, a baseball-style pullover 
shirt, and sunglasses.  Anyone with information should call Enfield police at 860-763-8939. 
 
News    06/04/13   5pm           : 30 
 
Police are looking for a man they say walked into a Holyoke Burger King last night and 
ordered a cheeseburger, with a side of cash.  A spokesman says a suspect entered the 
restaurant at about 10:30, and ordered the sandwich and "all the money in the drawer."  The 
thief did not show a weapon, but kept his hands in his pockets.  He is described as a young, 
white man, wearing a black hoodie, who escaped in a green pickup truck without a tailgate 
which had its license plate covered. 
 
News    06/05/13   6pm           : 30 
 
State Police uncovered a large amount of drugs during a traffic stop in Holyoke on Monday.  
According to a news release from State Police Media Relations, troopers found ecstasy, 
psychedelic mushrooms, marijuana, prescription medication, heroin and cocaine inside the 
car of 22 year old Tamika Smith of Amherst.  Troopers pulled Smith over for allegedly failing 
to stop for a red-light.  Smith was ordered held without bail after her arraignment in Holyoke 
District Court. 
 
News    06/05/13   11pm           : 30 
 
Longmeadow Police say a Springfield man showed a knife and threatened an elderly couple 
at a gas station.  Longmeadow Police Captain John Stankiewicz told 22News 20 year old 
Lamar Evans showed a knife and ordered the man and woman to move their car.  Captain 
Stankiewicz said Evans threatened another patron before leaving in a van with another 
person driving.  Police arrested Evans and a teenage girl from Longmeadow during a traffic 
stop on Longmeadow Street. 
 
News    06/05/13   11pm           : 30 
 
Springfield police are searching for two men after an armed home invasion in the Forest Park 
neighborhood, this happened just 30 minutes ago.  Sgt. Christopher Hitas told 22News two 
men, one armed with a handgun robbed people in an apartment on White Street.  The 
suspects were dressed in jeans and hoodies and got away with some cash.  No one was 
hurt.   
 
News    06/09/13   7am           : 30 
 
Just after midnight on Sunday Springfield Police say a man injured after being shot.  The 
shooting happened less than a mile away from Phoenix Street near the Carew Street 
Cumberland Farms around 12:45 early this morning.  Springfield Police Detective James 



Kelly says police are still trying to figure out why this happened.  No word yet as to a motive, 
the victim's condition or if police are looking for suspects. 
 
News    06/09/13   11pm           : 30 
 
Today's homicide on Cabot Street marks Holyoke's second deadly shooting in less than a 
week.  Before Tuesday of this week the city went almost two years without a single homicide.  
Lt. Matt Moriarty told 22News at around 1:00 this afternoon a man was shot several times 
behind an apartment building at 16 Cabot Street.  The man, who's not being identified, was 
rushed to Baystate Medical Center, where he died.  Lt. Moriarty told 22News that so far, 
nobody has been arrested and they don't have any suspects.  Today's murder follows 
another deadly shooting at the corner of Beech and Dwight Streets on Tuesday.  
A 35 year old man was killed.  Lt. Moriarty told 22News they do not believe that the killings 
are related.  
 
News    06/10/13   6pm           : 30 
 
Springfield police are investigating the city's ninth homicide of the year and the third in the 
same neighborhood in less than three weeks.  19-year-old Christian Graves was found shot 
to death outside a home on Woodside Terrace at about 11:15 Saturday night.  That's in the 
city's Forest Park neighborhood.  Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney did not offer a motive 
but said Graves "has a long history" with police.  If you have information, contact the 
Springfield Police Detective Bureau or you can anonymously text-a-tip.  
 
News    06/10/13   6pm           : 30 
 
Chicopee's mayor is investigating his own police department.  22News I-Team reporter Ryan 
Walsh is live in Chicopee with what led to these actions.  This is a story the 22News I-Team 
has been investigating for months. Allegations of the Chicopee police department covering up 
various internal incidents; police officers barely getting a slap on the wrist by their 
supervisors.  Chicopee Mayor Michael Bissonnette hired a special investigator to look into 
their police department's response to several incidents involving officers.  The incidents 
include officers taking pictures of murder victim Amanda Plasse and showing those pictures 
outside the department.  An officer who fired his gun on St. Patrick's Day, an officer who 
pointed his gun at another officer at the police station and reports of sexual harassment.  
Bissonnette says Investigator John Pucci will release his findings within the next three 
months. 
 
News    06/10/13   12pm           : 30 
 
Police are still searching for suspects in a shooting in Springfield.  It was reported at around 
12:45 Sunday morning at a store at 798 Carew Street.  One man was shot.  Detectives say 
he got into an argument with another man at the store.  Somebody then drove the injured 
man about a mile down the road to Phoenix Street.  From there he was taken to the hospital.  
The victim is expected to survive. 
 



News    06/11/13   6pm           : 30 
 
No bail for a suspect charged in the murder of 22 year old Angel Llorens.  22 year old 
Benjamin Rivera was arraigned this morning.  Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney requested 
we do not show his image.  Llorens was shot on May 22nd near the corner of Hollywood 
Street and Belmont Avenue. Sgt Delaney said that the victim was shot allegedly over a 
dispute involving rival "car clubs" and a stolen sticker from the victim’s motor vehicle.  There 
have been 9 homicides in the city of Springfield this year. 
 
News    06/11/13   11pm           : 30 
 
Springfield detectives used police dogs to track a man who used a gun to rob a North End 
market tonight.  Springfield Police Sgt. Christopher Hitas told 22News that a man wearing a 
ski-mask and armed with a gun, threatened the clerk and grabbed some cash at JJ Market & 
Deli a little before seven tonight.  J J's Market is at the corner of Dwight and Bancroft Streets.  
No one was hurt. 
 
News    06/12/13   12pm           : 30 
 
Longmeadow police are asking for the public's help to identify a suspect in the theft of a credit 
card and cash from a parked car.  Police Capt. John Stankiewicz notified 22News that on 
June 4th someone broke into a car that was parked in the driveway of a Farmington Avenue 
home.  At about 11:45 that night the credit card was used to purchase gas at the Sunoco 
Station at 487 East Columbus Avenue in Springfield.  Police have released a surveillance 
photo from the gas station showing the man that Stankiewicz says is a suspect in the theft.  If 
you have any information you are asked to call Longmeadow police. 
 
News    06/13/13   6pm           : 30 
 
21 year old Christopher Drummond Jr. of Ludlow has been arrested for allegedly breaking 
into condos in nearby Wilbraham.  Police Sgt. Edward Lennon told 22News that on Monday, 
a resident of the Woodcrest Condominiums on Boston Road called police saying someone 
had tried to enter their home through a window, but had run away.  Two other Woodcrest 
residents told police that their homes had been entered as well.  Drummond is facing two 
counts of breaking and entering during the nighttime, unarmed burglary, and receiving stolen 
property over $250. 
 
News    06/13/13   6pm           : 30 
 
Chicopee Police need your help identifying two suspects who allegedly stabbed a clerk 
during a convenience store robbery.  Chicopee Police Capt. Daniel Sullivan told 22News that 
just before midnight two Hispanic men, armed with a knife, entered the Sam's Convenience 
Store at 810 Meadow Street.  The clerk was stabbed in the hand during the robbery and the 
two ran off with cash from the register.  If you have any information, you are asked to call 
Chicopee police. 
 



News    06/14/13   5pm           : 30 
 
Springfield police aren't getting much help trying to find out who shot a 37-year-old early this 
morning. The victim isn't cooperating.  Captain Larry Brown told 22News the man was shot 
three times in front of the Alden Baptist Church at around 1:30am. That's on the 600 block of 
State Street.  The victim is expected to be okay. 
 
News    06/14/13   12pm           : 30 
 
Springfield Police Detectives are trying to find out who shot a man outside 653 State Street 
early this morning.  Sgt. John Delaney told 22News the victim was a 37 year old man was 
shot several times outside 653 State Street in what Sgt Delaney describes as a high crime 
area.  The man is being treated at Baystate Medical Center and his name has not been 
released. 
 
News    06/14/13   7am           : 30 
 
Springfield Police say a man was injured after being shot just after midnight.  The shooting 
happened less than a mile away from Phoenix Street near the Carew Street Cumberland 
Farms around 12:45 early this morning. Springfield Police Detective James Kelly says police 
are still trying to figure out why this happened. No word yet as to a motive, the victim's 
condition or if police are looking for suspects. 
 
News    06/15/13   9am           : 30 
 
One Massachusetts man was killed after a violent confrontation with a state trooper 
yesterday.  State police spokesman David Procopio said a trooper pulled over an erratic 
driver in Milton Friday morning  Procopio said 41 year old Wilfredo Justiniano of Acushnet got 
into a fight with the trooper which ended when the trooper fired his pistol several times, hitting 
Justiniano and killing him.  His sister said Justiniano had mental health issues and was 
disabled, but she couldn't believe he would ever be violent.  
 
News    06/15/13   9am           : 30 
 
West Springfield Police have identified the man who was critically injured in a hit and run 
accident in West Springfield Thursday night.  West Springfield Police Capt. Daniel Spaulding 
told 22News 41 year old Eric Williams of Westfield was struck while he was walking along 
Route 5 South near the Rave Cinemas around 9 o'clock on Thursday night.  Police are still 
looking for the vehicle that hit Williams.  There is a report of a dark colored compact vehicle in 
the area shortly after the accident.  If you have any information, call West Springfield Police.  
 
News    06/16/13   9am           : 30 
 
Two separate shootings sent four people to the hospital early this morning in Pittsfield.  
Pittsfield Police say the first shooting occurred in the area of Tyler St. and Brown St.  Two 
victims of the shooting were brought to Berkshire Medical Center for treatment.  There are 



reports a man was shot in the abdomen.  While investigating the first shooting the Pittsfield 
Police Department received calls for a second shooting in the area of The Common Park on 
First St.  Two people were shot here and the victims were taken to BMC by ambulance.  This 
shooting is also being investigated.  No further information on the victims' condition is 
available at this time.  Anyone with information is asked to please call the Pittsfield Police 
Department Detective Bureau at 448-9705. 
 
News    06/16/13   9am           : 30 
 
Northampton police arrested six people after multiple fights started outside a bar this 
morning.  Lt. John Cartledge of the Northampton police department said it was 8 officers 
against the crowd and state police were called in for mutual aid.  A total of six people were 
arrested. Some of the charges included disorderly conduct, resisting arrest, and one man 
was charged with assault and battery on an officer.  That officer was fine.  As for those in the 
crowd only minor injuries were reported. One man that witnessed the arrests said things 
escalated quickly. 
 
News    06/17/13   6pm           : 30 
 
Six people were arrested after a brawl outside a Northampton bar this weekend.  
The incident comes two months after a confrontation with police was captured on video 
outside the same bar, Tully O'Reilly's.  Six people were arrested early Sunday morning after 
a series of fights outside Tully O'Reilly's.  The three men and three women were arrested on 
various charges including assault battery against a police officer.  Northampton Police Lt. 
John Cartledge told 22News all of the officers on duty had to respond to this disturbance. 
License Commission Chairman Bill Rosen told 22News these types of incidents can impact 
liquor licenses.  If police find a bar's management staff violates the terms of the liquor license, 
by either over serving a patron or failing to control the premises, they will file a complaint for a 
licensing review hearing. 
 
News    06/17/13   6pm           : 30 
 
Longmeadow police need your help identifying a woman suspected of cashing more than 20-
thousand dollars in fraudulent checks.  Take a look at these surveillance photos from the 
Bank of America Branch on Bliss Road.  Longmeadow Police Captain John Stankiewicz told 
22News this woman used stolen drivers' licenses.  Police believe she collected at least 
$23,000 dollars at Bank of America branches in Massachusetts and Connecticut.  If you 
recognize the woman call Longmeadow police.  
 
News    06/17/13   5pm           : 30 
 
Springfield police have identified the victim in Sunday's Indian Orchard homicide as 38 year 
old John White.  Police say the killing started as a street fight involving as many as 20 
people, then when someone pulled out a gun and started firing, hitting White.  John White 
was a father of five.  He had walked down to the fight to try and break it up.  Police found him 
lying in his neighbor's driveway, shot in the chest.  He died at the hospital.  This marks 



Springfield's tenth homicide of the year, and no arrests have been made.  
 
News    06/17/13   12pm           : 30 
 
In Berkshire County two men were reportedly stabbed during an alleged barroom brawl in 
North Adams.  The fight involving 20 to 30 people has cost the Artery lounge its liquor 
license, at least temporarily.  Pittsfield's Messiah Grandson is facing charges including armed 
assault with intent to murder.  Brandon Green also was arrested and police are looking for a 
third suspect. 
 
News    06/17/13   12pm           : 30 
 
In Holyoke detectives are still searching for two dark-skinned men who they believe to be 
armed and dangerous.  Holyoke Lt. Jim Albert says two men, both with handguns, broke into 
an apartment at 1037 Dwight Street.  That's on the corner of Dwight Street and Clinton 
Avenue.  Police got a call of the home invasion around 4:30 Sunday afternoon.  Nobody was 
hurt but they are asking for the public to call if you know any information. 
 
News    06/18/13   6pm           : 30 
 
Wilbraham Police say they uncovered a high-tech marijuana growing operation during a raid 
on a Wilbraham home early today.  Captain Timothy Kane told 22News police found 
marijuana plants, grow lamps and "sophisticated venting and filtrations systems" while 
searching this home at 6 Highmoor Drive around six this morning.  Police arrested 43-year-
old Dominic Arillota and 42-year-old Allison Santos and charged them with possession of 
marijuana with intent to distribute.  Police did not release any photographs of the drugs they 
seized. 
 
News    06/18/13   5pm           : 30 
 
Springfield Police are looking for 2 men after an overnight armed robbery.  Springfield Police 
Lt. Henry Gagnon told 22News two Hispanic men robbed the Shell Station on the corner of 
Wilbraham Road and Breckwood Boulevard just before 3 this morning. One of the robbers 
was armed with a rifle.  The pair took cash, Newport cigarettes, and blunt wrappers before 
they ran from the store. Anyone with information should call Springfield Police. 
 
News    06/18/13   5pm           : 30 
 
A follow up now on Monday night's Westfield stabbing; 19 year old Angel Ortiz was arrested 
on Phelps Ave around 8:30 last night after allegedly stabbing another man over a dispute 
involving bicycles while in the Elm Street area.  Ortiz is facing several charges including 
assault with intent to murder and assault and battery with a dangerous weapon.  Bail has 
been set at $5,000 dollars.  The victim is expected to be ok. 
 
News    06/19/13   6pm           : 30 
 



A Hampshire County judge has sentenced a man to four years in prison for setting fire to a 
Granby home and pointing a laser-equipped pellet gun at police. 47 year old Scott Szaban of 
Granby was sentenced this morning in Hampshire Superior Court in Northampton.  
Prosecutors say that on September 27, 2011, Szaban broke into a home on Chicopee Street 
and set fire to the building.  He was arrested on a warrant for the fire the following February 
during which time he allegedly pointed the pellet gun at police. 
 
News    06/19/13   6pm           : 30 
 
Chicopee Police have arrested one of two men suspected of stabbing a clerk in the hand 
while robbing a convenience store last week.  Chicopee Detective Captain Daniel Sullivan 
told 22News that several people recognized the suspect from the surveillance photographs 
which aired on 22News.  21 year old Jomar Munoz of Chicopee surrendered Monday 
morning and was arraigned on charges of robbery and assault and battery with a dangerous 
weapon.  Captain Sullivan said they know who the second suspect is in the robbery at Sam's 
Convenience Store late last Wednesday night. 
 
News    06/20/13   6pm           : 30 
 
Holyoke Police are still searching for suspects after a shooting on Walnut Street last night.  
Holyoke Police Lieutenant Jim Albert told 22News a 25-year old man from Holyoke was 
found shot once in the stomach in front of 289 Walnut Street just after nine last night.  The 
unidentified victim was rushed to the hospital and is expected to be ok.  Police had received 
reports of a man with a handgun near Pine and Hampshire Streets shortly before the 
shooting.  Anyone with information should call Holyoke Police. 
 
News    06/21/13   6pm           : 30 
 
Holyoke police are searching for one of the men accused of robbing several people at 
gunpoint in an apartment on Dwight Street on Sunday afternoon.  Lt. Jim Albert told 22news 
that 21 year old Timothy Barr, also known as "Don Gunna" is from Northampton, 
Pennsylvania.  The other suspect in the home invasion has been arrested.  Police consider 
Barr to be dangerous and urge you not to approach him.  If you see him, you're asked to call 
911.  
 
News    06/21/13   6pm           : 30 
 
An alleged attempt to hide drugs during a traffic stop didn't quite work out for a woman in 
Springfield early this morning.   Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney told 22news 20-year old 
Tiffany Evans of Albany, New York attempted but failed to hide 47 packets of heroin during a 
traffic stop.  Since she was just coming from work at a local strip club, Delaney says she did 
not have enough clothing on to conceal the illegal narcotic.  Evans was charged with 
possession of heroin with intent to distribute. 
 
News    06/21/13   11pm           : 30 
 



Holyoke Police now say there were two firearms used in last night's shooting. Holyoke Police 
Lieutenant Jim Albert told 22News that police found 19 to 20 shell casings from two different 
firearms.  A 25-year old Holyoke man was shot in the stomach in front of 289 Walnut Street at 
around 9:00 last night.  The victim is in serious but stable condition.  Lt. Albert told 22News 
that police do not have a suspect.  Anyone with information is asked to call Holyoke Police at 
536-6431. 
 
News    06/22/13   11pm           : 30 
 
A bullet wound to his foot stopped a Springfield man in his tracks this morning.  Springfield 
Police Lt. Edward Guyer told 22News the victim was likely shot near Hancock Street where 
officers heard the shot spotter go off about three O'clock this morning.  The wounded man 
was able to make his way to the Burger King on State Street not too far away.  According to 
Lt. Guyer, the man with the bullet in his foot wasn't very cooperative with detectives; doctors 
at Baystate Medical Center took care of the man's wound. 
 
News    06/23/13   9am           : 30 
 
Police in Holyoke are searching for a man who allegedly robbed a Chinese food delivery 
driver.  It happened just after 10 o'clock Saturday night in front of 560 South Summer Street.  
Lt. James Albert told 22News the victim saw a man appear out of a dark area with what he 
thought was a gun.  The suspect is described as Hispanic with a medium build.  He was 
wearing a white t shirt and blue jeans and had a tattoo on his right hand. Anybody with 
information should contact the Holyoke Police. 
 
News    06/26/13   6pm           : 30 
 
Police have charged Patriots tight end Aaron Hernandez with murder.  The charge was 
revealed today in Attleboro District Court after Hernandez was arrested at his North 
Attleborough home.  Less than two hours after his arrest, the Patriots cut Hernandez from the 
team.  The body of semi-pro football player Odin Lloyd was found slain in an industrial park 
not far from Hernandez's home.  Lloyd's family says he and Hernandez were friends and that 
Lloyd's girlfriend and Hernandez's fiancée are sisters. 
 
News    06/26/13   5pm           : 30 
 
Thieves ran into a problem when they broke into an East Longmeadow Bicycle shop early 
this morning, and had to leave empty-handed.  East Longmeadow Police Sgt. Patrick Manley 
told 22News someone broke a window at Competitive Edge ski and bike on North Main 
Street about three O'clock this morning.  But they were unable to steal any bikes, because 
the owner had chained all the bikes together.  Sgt. Manley said this isn't the first burglary at 
the Competitive Edge.  During a previous break-in, the thieves did steal some bikes. 
 
News    06/27/13   6pm           : 30 
 



No bail for former New England Patriots tight end Aaron Hernandez.  A judge denied bail to 
the 23-year old Hernandez during a court appearance this afternoon in Fall River.  
Hernandez is charged with first degree murder in the shooting death of semi-pro player Odin 
Lloyd.  Lloyd's body was found 10 days ago, not far from Hernandez's home.  And now we've 
found out police are also investigating whether Hernandez was involved with a double murder 
in Boston last July.  Police have not said what role Hernandez may have played. 
 
News    06/27/13   6pm           : 30 
 
A federal grand jury has returned a 30-count indictment against the surviving suspect in the 
Boston Marathon bombings.  Dzhokhar Tsarnaev was indicted today on charges including 
using a weapon of mass destruction and bombing a place of public use, resulting in death.  
Three people were killed and more than 260 wounded in twin explosions near the Boston 
Marathon finish line.  The U.S. attorney's office says 17 of the charges against 19-year-old 
Tsarnaev could bring life in prison or the death penalty. 
 
News    06/27/13   12pm           : 30 
 
We have new information on a shooting in Springfield that left a man seriously wounded in 
Springfield.  Sgt. John Delaney told 22News that a 35 year-old man was shot multiple times 
outside 6 Harriet Street in the North End about 8:30 Wednesday night.  Sgt. Delaney said the 
victim was walking in the area when two men got out of an SUV and shot him.  The victim 
was taken by someone to Baystate Medical Center.  His name has not been released.  Sgt. 
Delaney says that the shooting is gang related.  The two suspects are still being sought. 
 
News    06/28/13   6pm           : 30 
 
Police have made a third arrest in the murder investigation involving former New England 
Patriots tight end Aaron Hernandez.  41 year old Ernest Wallace was arrested just a few 
hours ago in Florida.  He was wanted for accessory after the fact of murder in the killing of 
semi-pro football player Odin Lloyd.  Another man was arrested Wednesday in Hernandez's 
hometown of Bristol, Connecticut, as part of the investigation.  Carlos Ortiz has been charged 
in Connecticut as a fugitive from justice.  He was turned over to Massachusetts authorities 
during a hearing this morning. 
 
 
News    06/28/13   7am           : 30 
 
Police in Holyoke are searching for a man who allegedly robbed a Chinese food delivery 
driver.  It happened just after 10:00 Saturday night in front of 560 South Summer Street.  Lt. 
James Albert told 22News the victim saw a man appear out of a dark area with what he 
thought was a gun.  The suspect is described as Hispanic with a medium build.  He was 
wearing a white t-shirt and blue jeans and had a tattoo on his right hand.  Anybody with 
information should contact the Holyoke Police. 
 
News    06/28/13   11pm           : 30 



 
Springfield Police are looking for two suspects the shooting that seriously wounded a man in 
the city's North End last night.  Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney told 22News the 35 year-
old victim was shot several times by two men who got out of an SUV on Harriet Street at 
about 8:30 last night.  He told 22News gangs were involved.  The victim's name isn't being 
released. 
 
News    06/29/13   6pm           : 30 
 
Chicopee Detectives have issued a warrant for the man they believe stole $4,000 dollars 
from an elderly Chicopee woman earlier this month.  Chicopee Detective Bob Kalisz told 
22News, the man they're looking for is 29 year old Michael Shumway.  He's believe to have 
left Chicopee, and is somewhere in Western Massachusetts.  Shumway is accused of not 
only stealing the woman's money but also her medication. If you know where police can find 
Michael Shumway, Chicopee Detectives ask you to call them at 594-1735. 
 
News    06/29/13   6pm           : 30 
 
Springfield Police Captain Cheryl Clapprood told 22News a man was shot on Carew Street in 
the Hungry Hill section of Springfield around 2:30 this afternoon.  He was taken to Baystate 
Medical Center and is expected to be ok.  Clapprood said when police got there they found 
the victim on the back porch of 741 Carew Street.  The victim told police he doesn't know who 
shot him. 



The following is WWLP programming addressing Education 
during the 2nd

 quarter of 2013.  These issues were addressed 
through our locally produced news programming. 
___________________________________________________________ 
   
News    04/02/13   5:30pm           : 30 
 

Students in Holyoke got a chance to find out what their futures might hold, if they stay in 
school and out of trouble.  Morgan Elementary Fifth and sixth graders participated in the 
"Your Future, Your Decision" program.  US Attorney Carmen Ortiz told the students her story 
growing up in the streets of New York and committing herself to education and the law.  She 
talked about how proud she was to be selected by President Obama as the first woman in 
her position.  The students also learned about art programs sports and volunteer activities in 
their community to keep them involved and without too much free time on their hands. 
 
News    04/05/13   5:30pm           : 30 
 
Hundreds of Massachusetts students participated in the 66th annual Student Government 
Day.  Every year, Massachusetts high school students take over the State House and form a 
mock student government to experience "the process of government."  Students are assigned 
to roles, such as governor, state senator, state representative, or Supreme Court justice.  
Peter Dubin drove 2.5 hours from the Berkshires to Boston with his high school to play the 
role of Pittsfield Senator Benjamin Downing. 22 News asked Peter if the experience 
encouraged him to be a politician one day.  Students had a chance to debate two actual bills 
filed in the state Legislature.  This year's topics were banning cell phone use while driving 
and requiring kids under the age of 18 to attend school.  
 
News    04/22/13   6am           : 30 
 
If you're considering a post-graduate degree it could really pay off.  The five highest-paying 
fields for post-grads are computer science, engineering, psychiatry, masters of business 
administration and nurse anesthesia.  They all have a range of salaries with the potential to 
pull in a hundred grand or more a year down the road. 
 
News    05/07/13   6pm           : 30 
 
Educators want to make the school day longer at under-performing schools.  In an effort to 
help our state's lowest performing schools, education advocates want to give them more 
control and resources to improve student learning.  Several educators, parents and 
advocates are supporting legislation that gives struggling schools the tools they need to 
improve student learning, such as expanding the school day.  Since 2010, Massachusetts 
public school have been ranked on a five level scale, Level 1 being the highest performing 
schools and Level 5 the lowest performing schools.  When a school falls to Level 4 or 5, the 
state provides them with more control and resources to improve performance, such as the 
ability to fire, hire or give raises to teachers to work longer hours.  But those resources are 



set to expire this year.  One approach to this legislation gives school administrators the power 
to come up with school improvements plans.  But teacher unions are supporting another 
version that requires administrators to collaborate with them.  13 Springfield and Holyoke 
schools have been identified as Level 4 schools since 2010.  
 
News    05/10/13   6pm           : 30 
 
Human trafficking can happen anywhere.  That was the message Springfield Central High 
School students learned during a special presentation today. Modern day slavery was the 
planned theme for the annual Massachusetts Bar Association Law Day.  Local judges and 
lawyers led the discussion and held a mock trial.  Students also learned about fair trade laws. 
First Justice in the Westfield District Court Philip Contant told 22News many of the products 
we buy are often produced in forced labor situations. 
 
News    05/10/13   5:30pm           : 30 
 
There's a push on Beacon Hill to eliminate the cap on charter schools in Massachusetts.  
Three years ago, state lawmakers raised the cap on the number of public charter schools 
allowed to operate in Massachusetts, now education advocates want to eliminate the cap 
altogether.  Springfield organizers from education group Stand for Children say charter 
schools have more control over their curriculums and achieve better student results.  Before 
Sabis International became a charter school in Springfield, it was one of the lowest 
performing schools, now it's the top school in the city.  Teachers unions argue charter 
schools are selective with the students they accept, they employ mostly non-union teachers 
and they drain money away from regular public schools.  Other versions of the bill propose to 
raise the cap on charter schools in the state's lowest 10% performing districts.  
 
News    05/16/13   6pm            : 30 
 
UMass students may see a hike on tuition and fees next semester.  Public university officials 
are warning that the Senate's state budget proposal doesn't provide enough money for them 
to keep fees from going up.  The state Senate's budget committee has released a 2014 
budget proposal that falls short of providing the $478 millions dollars requested by the 
University of Massachusetts to freeze tuition and fees.  The 50/50 plan was pitched by 
UMass President Robert Caret. It calls for the cost of university funding to be split 50/50 
between state government and students.  Governor Deval Patrick and the House of 
Representatives have provided the money requested by UMass and other public universities 
to freeze student fees.  Instead, the Senate has focused on funding other education 
programs. For instance, they're spending an additional $15 million dollars to remove children 
off early education wait lists.  But even that's being criticized as too little.  The state Senate 
will begin debating the budget next Wednesday. The governor must sign the budget by July 
1st.  
 
News    05/19/13   6pm            : 30 
 



These Springfield College students walked across the stage and for many are walking into 
debt.  Just two weeks after Senator Elizabeth Warren unveiled her first bill that would reduce 
student loan interest rates she gave her first commencement speech as Senator.  And many 
of the students here at Springfield College had to take out student loans and this year the 
average student loan borrower will graduate with a record high $26,000 dollars in debt.  
Some student loan rates are set to double on July 1st to 6.8%.  Senator Warren's "Bank on 
Students Bill" would reduce that rate to .75% the same rate banks pay.  This would be a relief 
to many of those who accepted their degree at the Mass Mutual Center in Springfield on 
Sunday who may not know yet how much their diploma really cost them.  Senator Warren 
spoke about working hard and working together to make a difference.   Whatever the future 
does hold, these Springfield College grads put in the time and now have their degree.  
 
News    05/20/13   6pm            : 30 
 
Education leaders are backing Senator Elizabeth Warren's bill to reduce student loan interest 
rates.  On July 1st, the interest rate on some new federally subsidized student loans will 
double from 3.4% to 6.8%, unless, Congress takes action.  The federal government is 
forecast to make a $51 billion dollar profit this year from student loans according to the 
Congressional Budget Office.  Senator Elizabeth Warren argues profits shouldn't be made 
from students and that they should pay the same interest rate on loans as big banks.  Warren 
has filed a bill that reduces the student loan interest rate to .75% for students from low-
income families.  But critics worry it will encourage students to incur greater debt and 
discourage colleges from keeping costs down.  Warren's bill would only apply to new loans 
and would be effective for one year. Critics argue the bill is more political theatre than a 
solution.  Senator Warren could not clarify how much these low interest loans would cost 
taxpayers.  
 
News    05/21/13   6pm            : 30 
 
The state Senate is preparing for budget debates that begin tomorrow.  Education 
administrators say they're overburdened with school services that are underfunded; they're 
asking the state to help them out.  Massachusetts school committees says school districts 
face too many regulations and mandates to offer services to students but the money for those 
services is not provided by the state or federal government.  School Committees are now 
urging state lawmakers to fund a study to determine how much money is needed to 
adequately support school budgets.  For example, school districts are required to provide bus 
services to homeless students at a cost of about $11 million dollars a year.  But the Governor 
and Legislature are offering $6 million dollars in the upcoming budget.  School committee 
members say Massachusetts funds about 60% of what is needed for school bus services.  
The state Senate has proposed an increase to about $50 million dollars, but it still falls short 
of what is fully needed.  The Senate will begin debates tomorrow on the state budget that 
goes into effect July 1st.  
 
News    05/28/13   5:30pm   : 30 
 



Outgoing Lieutenant Governor Tim Murray announced more than $1 million dollars in grants 
for vocational schools today.  25 vocational school districts across Massachusetts are sharing 
more than $1 million dollars in grants to better equip their students with the challenges of the 
modern workforce.  Franklin County Technical School District and Springfield Public Schools 
are some of the western Massachusetts schools that will receive money.  The grants will go 
toward purchasing new equipment to help students learn machining and precision 
manufacturing.  Lieutenant Governor Tim Murray said the grants will benefit 184 cities and 
towns across the state in total.  Murray said nearly $2 million dollars in matching funds and 
donations will be added to the money provided by the state to support vocational school 
programs.  
 
News    06/13/13   5:30pm   : 30 
 
State lawmakers want to require a thorough sex education for your children. Amherst state 
Representative Ellen Story is supporting legislation that would require all public schools to 
teach sex education that is fact-based, medically accurate and age-appropriate.  Currently 
Massachusetts law does not require public schools to teach kids about sexual health.  While 
many schools do offer sex education, state lawmakers say some only offer information about 
abstinence.  The proposed bill would allow the Department of Education to create a standard 
curriculum that includes information on contraception, relationships, dating and abstinence. 
Evangelical Christian ministers oppose the bill over concerns of how homosexuality and sex 
before marriage could be handled.  State lawmakers supportive of the legislation hope to 
have it signed into law this year.  
 
News    06/13/13   12pm    : 30 
 
Transit police are looking for three women they say threw bleach in the face of a man on a 
Boston bus, then assaulted and robbed him.  MBTA police say the attack occurred at about 2 
a.m. on Sunday.  Other passengers helped the victim flush his eyes after the assault.  The 
women face charges of unarmed robbery, assault and battery and mayhem.  The MBTA has 
released surveillance photos of the women are asking anyone who recognizes them to call 
police. 
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News    04/09/13   6pm                : 30 
 
Our very mild winter last year made for a tough time for western Massachusetts maple syrup 
producers.  This winter, conditions for making maple sugar improved from last year.  The 
weather this winter was better, but still not perfect for maple syrup making.  At Pomeroy 
Sugar House in Westfield, the buckets are off the trees as maple sugar tapping, and the 
breakfasts that come with it, has come to an end.  The maple sugar season started well, with 
a snowy winter, but conditions over the past month prevented the maple sugar season from 
extending into April. 
 
News    04/13/13   6pm                : 30 
 
A some what soggy end to the first full week of April but overall, we haven't see a lot of wet 
weather so far in 2013.  Friday was a soaking around western Massachusetts. Rain, heavy at 
times, came with sleet and freezing rain and most areas picked up between half and three 
quarters of an inch of needed liquid.  But rain soakings have been few and far between this 
year.  Most months it rains close to three and a half inches here in western Massachusetts 
which helps our streams and rivers.  We're halfway through April and we're already in a fairly 
noticeable rainfall deficit.  Rainfall from the beginning of the year through mid April is normally 
around 11 inches; so far we've only had about 7 inches, that's four inches too dry.  Our dry 
start to the year continues the pattern set last year when we were in a moderate drought for a 
time in western Massachusetts while there was severe drought in the Great Plains states.  
However, a federal research study just announced man made climate change was not a 
factor in that drought.  Some people are concerned the way we've started this year could lead 
to another drought for western mass.  At least for us here in western Massachusetts, the 
latest outlook from the climate prediction center is for fairly normal rainfall for the rest of April, 
May and June.  Some of which could come later this work week.  
 
News    04/22/13   5:30pm            : 30 
 
Continuing our 22News coverage of "Earth Day 2013," many people try to conserve the 
planet's resources by recycling.  But there might be some things you think you can't recycle, 
but actually you can.   If you throw away electronics that you could recycle, you could pollute 
the water we drink, the air we breath and even the ground.  You probably do some form of 
recycling at home or work separating items you know you can recycle from those that you 
think you can't.  Some towns have special electronics recycling areas, or you could bring it at 
little cost here to places like Gold Circuit Ecycling in Ludlow.  At Gold Circuit, electronics are 
stripped, sorted and materials are then sent to be broken down in an environmentally safe 
way.  If you chose to not recycle these electronics, they could damage the environment.  On 
Monday, Northampton’s Lane Construction Corporation brought their collection of used 



electronics to be recycled in celebration of Earth day.  While cities and towns have varying 
rules about what can and can't be recycled, we've put together a link to common dos and 
don'ts for recycling on our website at wwlp.com. 
 
News    04/23/13   6pm             : 30 
 
They call them the "17 year locusts" but they're not locusts at all.  The cicada bug has spent 
the last 17 years feeding underground from the Carolinas to southern New England.  When 
ground temperatures rise to 64 degrees, the cicada, come out of the ground in search of a 
mate.  And in the process, will be making a lot of noise. 
 
News    04/23/13   5pm             : 30 
 
In a follow up to a story 22News told you about last year, fruit trees suffered damage from the 
unusual weather we had in 2012. While it felt unusually cold today, this year's weather is 
cooperating with local fruit farmers.  Last years warm winter started an early blossom of fruit 
trees, not a good thing if that warm weather is followed by a late frost.  At Outlook Farm in 
Westhampton, they're seeing signs that this spring won't take away some of their more 
popular fruits, like the Cortland apples.  Fewer apples made for a 20% price increase last 
year. But this year’s cooler winter and early spring has slowed the growth of the fruit trees, 
which could bring prices back down if they have more crops.  This means better chances that 
the fruit survives with the typical last frost by mid may.  A warm summer with no late frosts 
should mean you'll be able to pick your own apples, peaches, cherries and plums around 
Labor Day.  
 
News    05/07/13   6pm             : 30 
 
Strawberry season normally hits its peak next month, around father's day.  
But the dry weather has delayed the growing season.  Farmers have seen significantly less 
rain in the last thirty days than average and they have to irrigate more water to their crops 
than normal.  Nourse Farms encompasses 800 acres in Franklin County to grow an 
assortment of different fruits and vegetables. The main priority for the farm is their 
strawberries, but in comparison to an early growing season last year and recent dry weather 
they have had to pull more water out of the river to irrigate their current crops.  But they still 
anticipate having plenty of berries ready for the market. 
 
News    05/08/13   6pm             : 30 
 
The cicadas are coming!  After hanging out underground for 17 years, billions of flying 
cicadas are set to hit the East Coast any day now.  When the soil temperature reaches 64 
degrees that's when they'll come out to mate.  For four weeks this summer, be prepared for 
the noise. 
 
News    05/24/13   12pm            : 30 
 



Flooding closed a section of South Westfield Street (Route 187) in Feeding Hills earlier today. 
The road was blocked near the intersection of Pine Street, just south of the Route 57 ramps.  
The roadway flooded Thursday during the heavy rain late in the afternoon, the road has been 
reopened. 
 
News    05/31/13   12pm            : 30 
 
Kosinski Farms in Westfield will be adding a fruit winery to their farm operation... thanks to a 
grant from the state.  Governor Patrick, along with Lt. Governor Tim Murray on his last day in 
office and Energy and Environmental Affairs Secretary Rick Sullivan were in Westfield this 
morning to award the $75,000 dollar grant to Gene Kosinski and his wife.  The Kosinski's are 
one of several farm families across the states who are receiving support in taking steps to 
protect and improve their farms. 
 
News    06/01/13   11pm            : 30 
 
The heat and humidity make for poor air quality across parts of western Massachusetts.  
"Moderate" Ozone levels prompted the state Department of Environmental Protection to issue 
an Air Quality Alert for Hampden and Hampshire Counties.  The air quality alert is for people 
with breathing problems or heart disease, those sensitive to ozone and pollution.  At risk 
People should try and stay indoors in air conditioning. 
 
News    06/04/13   6pm            : 30 
 
Up until a few weeks ago, we hadn't seen much significant rain in western Massachusetts; 
but all that has changed.   Over the past two weeks, we've had almost two months worth of 
rain.  These graphic shows our year to date rainfall is up over 15 inches, with over 6 inches 
falling in the past two weeks.  However we still need more than an inch and a half to catch up 
to normal rainfall for the year.  But recent rain has lended western Massachusetts' drought 
situation, and farmers that wanted rain, aren't asking for much more, at least not right now. 
 
News    06/27/13   5:30pm            : 30 
 
It's been a strong strawberry season so far, despite all the rain.  Farmers I spoke with today 
don't have too many complaints when it comes to their crops. But some said they could have 
used more heat and sun in the beginning of the season and a bit less rain now.  Strawberry 
season just passed the halfway mark for peak season and it has been a good year in the 
Nourse Farm fields.  Those berries end up in homes throughout New England and also down 
the road at the Ciesluk produce stand.  But their specialty is harvesting sweet corn.  Frank 
Ciesluk will harvest more than one hundred acres of sweet corn and other crops.  They'll start 
picking Raspberries sometime in the next couple of weeks.  
 
News    06/28/13   6pm            : 30 
 
June has been the wettest month so far this year.  We are one week into summer, but we've 
had very few days of true summer weather.  Western Massachusetts has been soaked by 9 



to 10 inches of rain this month.  Workers at the Norwottock Rail Trail bike path told us they've 
seen a noticeable difference in the number of people using the trail compared to the other 
years at this time.  
. 
News    06/28/13   6pm            : 30 
 
Western Mass has a new place to enjoy the great outdoors in Franklin County, at Flagg 
Mountain. The 160 acres was originally meant to be 25 building lots, but the developer went 
bankrupt.  Using Scenic Byway funds the Department of Fish and Game acquired the land 
with the help of Franklin County land trusts and region of governments. It will be open to the 
public for wildlife watching, fishing, or hunting. There is no overnight camping.  They want 
people to enjoy the space, nature, and views.  Fish and Game Commissioner told 22News 
this parcel connects with other state lands. 
 
News    06/28/13   5:30pm            : 30 
 
This wet and warm weather has left lots of pools of standing water, the ideal breeding ground 
for mosquitoes.  Mosquitoes are more than just pests. They can carry diseases like West Nile 
virus or triple-E, which can you make very sick.  The State department of public health 
recommends using EPA approved repellants and wearing long sleeves and pants to cover 
your skin.  Also, remove pools of standing water where mosquitoes can breed.   
 
News    06/30/13   9am            : 30 
 
Wind turbines continue to be a controversial topic here in Massachusetts but a top energy 
leader says there will be new efforts to help developers install wind turbines and make it 
easier for communities to live with them.  The Cape Cod Times reports that Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental Affairs Secretary Richard Sullivan announced a new initiative.  
Sullivan said increased support for communities could include technical expertise or help in 
offsetting the expense of meeting noise-level standards. A technical advisory group will also 
look at possible changes in regulations or noise policies.  



 

 
The following is WWLP programming addressing Government 
during the 2nd

 quarter of 2013.  These issues were addressed 
through our locally produced news programming. 
___________________________________________________________ 

 
News    04/12/13   5:30pm           : 30 
 
 

The Massachusetts Senate has scheduled a rare Saturday session to take up a 
transportation bill.  The state Senate was originally set to debate of transportation funding bill 
on Thursday, but they've re-scheduled it to Saturday in order to give lawmakers more time to 
file amendments.  Lawmakers are hoping to approve the transportation funding bill before 
school vacation week so they can spend time with their families.  The Senate bill directs 
about $120 million dollars more to transportation than the House plan approved earlier this 
week. Like the House plan, it raises revenue through a number of tax increases, including a 
three-cent gas tax hike.  Governor Deval Patrick has proposed a $2 billion dollar tax hike plan 
to raise money for transportation and education.  Patrick has threatened to veto the 
Legislature's transportation bill if it doesn't raise enough money to meet the state's needs. 
 
News    04/29/13   6pm            : 30 
 
Some local elections are taking place throughout the state Tuesday, coinciding with the 
senate primary.  Voters in Deerfield, Heath and Warwick are races with no contest.  But what 
has a lot of voters attention is the extra questions they may be getting at the bottom of the 
ballot like in Buckland or Colrain.  At the bottom of the Sunderland ballot voters will find a box 
to check off yes or no for an additional $75,000 dollars in personal property taxes for the next 
fiscal year.  
 
News    04/29/13   6pm            : 30 
 
Three Republicans and two Democrats seeking their party's nominations are making a final 
push for votes ahead of tomorrow's primary election.  The race to fill the Massachusetts seat 
formerly held by Secretary of State John Kerry has been almost completely overshadowed by 
the Boston Marathon bombing and subsequent events.  A light turnout is expected for 
tomorrow’s primary. 
 
News    05/01/13   5pm            : 30 
 
The ballot is set, and the race is on to elect Massachusetts new U.S. Senator.  It's the young 
vs. the mature; or as Gomez referred to it, the "8-Track" vs. the "iPod."  Massachusetts voters 
have elected Gabriel Gomez and Congressman Ed Markey to battle it out for what was once 
John Kerry's Senate seat.  An estimated 17% of voters cast their ballots in Tuesday's Special 



Senate primary. But despite the low voter turnout, some Massachusetts voters say they got 
the race they wanted.  People are looking for a person that's not really right into the strings of 
everything. I think they want somebody outside the loop.  Gomez has challenged 
Congressman Markey to participate in three debates.  The special election will be held June 
25th.  
 
News    05/03/13   5:30pm    : 30 
 
State lawmakers began consolidating two versions of a transportation funding bill this week.  
The House version of the bill raises $500 million dollars in new taxes on gas, tobacco and 
businesses. The Senate bill raises about $600 million dollars and includes additional taxes on 
utility companies. It also draw from other sources of state funding to dedicate $800 million 
dollars overall to transportation funding.  Governor Deval Patrick has said he'd veto the 
House version of the bill, but it's unclear how he'd respond to legislation resembling the 
Senate's version.  Governor Patrick originally wanted to raise $2 billion in new taxes for 
transportation and education funding.  
 
News    05/20/13   6pm            : 30 
 
Education leaders are backing Senator Elizabeth Warren's bill to reduce student loan interest 
rates.  On July 1st, the interest rate on some new federally subsidized student loans will 
double from 3.4% to 6.8%, unless, Congress takes action.  The federal government is 
forecast to make a $51 billion dollar profit this year from student loans according to the 
Congressional Budget Office.  Senator Elizabeth Warren argues profits shouldn't be made 
from students and that they should pay the same interest rate on loans as big banks.  Warren 
has filed a bill that reduces the student loan interest rate to .75% for students from low-
income families.  But critics worry it will encourage students to incur greater debt and 
discourage colleges from keeping costs down.  Warren's bill would only apply to new loans 
and would be effective for one year. Critics argue the bill is more political theatre than a 
solution.  Senator Warren could not clarify how much these low interest loans would cost 
taxpayers.  
 
News    05/20/13   6pm            : 30 
 
Governor Deval Patrick reversed some of the cuts he imposed last December.  Last Friday, 
the administration announced it will restore $21 million in spending. It's less than 10% of what 
was cut in December.  Governor Deval Patrick restored $21 million in spending after tax 
collections through the month of April turned out better than expected.  The extra cash came 
more than a month before the end of the fiscal year, June 30th.  There's an old tendency in 
state government to move money around right before the end of the fiscal year.  I work at 
UMass and that stuff goes on all the time it's like a shell game.  The money makes up less 
than 10% of the $225 million cut in December.  Nearly half is going toward reimbursing 
special education cuts. And $5-and-a-quarter million will go toward busing homeless children 
to school.  The state's Secretary of Administration and Finance says the move will give towns 
and cities more flexibility.  The Northampton School Department is facing a $1.4 million dollar 
gap. Northampton's School Department Business Manager told 22News the state cut 



$35,000 from the department back in December.  Other than restoring those cuts, they are 
not aware of more money coming into the city.  
 
News    05/21/13   6pm            : 30 
 
The state Senate is preparing for budget debates that begin tomorrow.  Education 
administrators say they're overburdened with school services that are underfunded; they're 
asking the state to help them out.  Massachusetts school committees says school districts 
face too many regulations and mandates to offer services to students but the money for those 
services is not provided by the state or federal government.  School Committees are now 
urging state lawmakers to fund a study to determine how much money is needed to 
adequately support school budgets.  For example, school districts are required to provide bus 
services to homeless students at a cost of about $11 million dollars a year.  But the Governor 
and Legislature are offering $6 million dollars in the upcoming budget.  School committee 
members say Massachusetts funds about 60% of what is needed for school bus services.  
The state Senate has proposed an increase to about $50 million dollars, but it still falls short 
of what is fully needed.  The Senate will begin debates tomorrow on the state budget that 
goes into effect July 1st.  
 
News    05/22/13   5:30pm           : 30 
 
Tax hike proposals are moving through the state legislature.  The Legislature's plan focuses 
primarily on new taxes for gasoline, tobacco products, and businesses.  Suffolk University 
research says tax hike proposals moving through legislature will result in 2,460 fewer jobs 
and reduce the amount of extra money you have to spend by about $250. They say the 
dominant tax plan would hurt economic activity less than Governor Patrick’s $1.9 billion dollar 
plan. The study says the Governor's Plan would cost almost 18 thousand jobs and take about 
$450 of extra cash from households.  While Governor Patrick and Democratic leaders are 
aware that these tax hikes will reduce household disposable income, they say it will enable 
them to make long overdue investments into the states transportation networks.  The house 
and senate budgets depend on the passage of taxes to support spending that could total 34 
billion dollars for the fiscal year.  
 
News    05/28/13   6pm             : 30 
 
State lawmakers are making changes to the state's unemployment insurance laws.  For the 
past three years Massachusetts has saved businesses more than $1 billion dollars by 
freezing rate hikes in employer contributions to unemployment insurance leading state 
lawmakers to evaluate what changes need to be made to make the system stable and fair.  
State lawmakers are reevaluating Massachusetts unemployment insurance laws. They're 
trying to find the balance between rewarding businesses that keep their employees while 
helping struggling businesses that can't afford paying UI rate increases.  One of the ways 
business groups say they can be provided relief is making UI eligibility requirements stricter.  
Currently a laid off worker can claim UI benefits if they've earned at least $3500 and worked, 
on average, about 15 weeks.  Unions and worker advocates are opposing proposals to 
extend the eligibility from about 15 to 20 weeks of work.  The Legislature's Labor and 



Workforce Development Committee hope to approve a comprehensive UI bill by the end of 
the session.  
 
News    05/28/13   5:30pm   : 30 
 
Outgoing Lieutenant Governor Tim Murray announced more than $1 million dollars in grants 
for vocational schools today.  25 vocational school districts across Massachusetts are sharing 
more than $1 million dollars in grants to better equip their students with the challenges of the 
modern workforce.  Franklin County Technical School District and Springfield Public Schools 
are some of the western Massachusetts schools that will receive money.  The grants will go 
toward purchasing new equipment to help students learn machining and precision 
manufacturing.  Lieutenant Governor Tim Murray said the grants will benefit 184 cities and 
towns across the state in total.  Murray said nearly $2 million dollars in matching funds and 
donations will be added to the money provided by the state to support vocational school 
programs.  
 
News    06/12/13   5pm    : 30 
 
The two major Party Candidates for U-S Senate clashed in Springfield last night in their 
second of three televised political debates.  Ed Markey and Gabriel Gomez talked about 
everything from gun control to clean energy to convince voters why they should fill the Senate 
seat vacated by John Kerry.  Markey took issue with Gomez defining himself as a Green 
Republican, especially regarding his support for the proposed Keystone Pipeline. 
 
News    06/15/13   6am    : 30 
 
Democratic U.S. Senate hopeful Edward Markey is unveiling a new television ad featuring 
President Barack Obama.  The 30-second ad highlights Obama's strong endorsement of 
Markey during a recent campaign rally in Boston's Roxbury neighborhood.  In the ad, Obama 
says Markey will be "an outstanding member of the United States Senate."  Obama said he 
needs Markey in the Senate.  Democrats are eager to hold onto the Senate seat left vacant 
by the resignation of John Kerry to become secretary of state.  Markey and Gomez face off in 
the state's June 25 special election. 
 
News    06/15/13   6am    : 30 
 
Former U.S. Sen. Scott Brown is throwing his support behind fellow Republican and Senate 
hopeful Gabriel Gomez.  In an email sent Friday, Brown describes Gomez as a husband, 
father, and baseball coach with real world business and military experience. He also called 
Gomez a great candidate who is running a strong campaign.  But Brown warned that 
Gomez's rival, Edward Markey, and the Democrats are running what he called an "ugly and 
negative campaign" to win the state's special U.S. Senate election. 
 
News    06/15/13   6pm    : 30 
 



With just two weeks before we elect a new Massachusetts senator, the candidates and their 
organizations were busy today.  Ed Markey supporters rallied in Springfield where they heard 
from Florida congresswoman Debbie Wasserman Schultz.  She heads up the Democratic 
National committee.  Wasserman Schultz told 22News, she came to Western Massachusetts 
because Markey can't be everywhere at once. 
 
News    06/24/13   5pm    : 30 
 
Republican Gabriel Gomez started his day greeting commuters at the Braintree MBTA stop 
before heading on to Plymouth, Hyannis and Brockton.  Tonight Gomez is planning on 
attending a rally with former U.S. Senator Scott Brown in Quincy.  Both campaigns have put 
an emphasis on getting their voters to the polls in a race where overall turnout could be low.  
Tomorrow's election will fill the seat left vacant by the resignation of John Kerry to become 
Secretary of State. 
 
News    06/24/13   5pm    : 30 
 
It's the last day of campaigning for Democrat Ed Markey and Republican Gabriel Gomez in 
the race for the U.S. senate before voters go to the polls.  Markey was in Springfield this 
morning for a "get out the vote drive."  He met with volunteers and supporters at Palazzo's 
Café, as he moves across the state. 
 
News    06/25/13   6pm    : 30 
 
Markey is a well-known politician and Gomez has been working to show voters a new face is 
needed.  Gomez today is just hoping his hard work has paid off.  You have to remember that 
not too long ago not everyone knew who Gabriel Gomez was and he's up against someone 
who's been in Washington for a number of years.  Gomez cast his ballot in Cohasset this 
morning where he lives.  He spent the rest of the day campaigning, asking people to get out 
and vote republican this election day.  What could sway the election is the number of voters.  
Secretary of State William Galvin said earlier this week he thought this would be a low voter 
turnout.  
 
News    06/25/13   5:30pm   : 30 
 
Congressman Edward Markey says he's delivered his message on improved gun safety, a 
woman's right to choose and job creation and feels good about Election Day.   Ed Markey 
has been the favorite and front runner throughout this campaign.  Markey's hoping to fill the 
seat vacated by John Kerry and kept by Mo Cowan.  We have seen in the past that in special 
election, voter turnout could or lack there of swing the entire race while there is another vote 
on some people’s minds.  

 



 

The following is WWLP programming addressing Health-
Smoking during the 2nd

 quarter of 2013.  These issues were 
addressed through our locally produced news programming. 
____________________________________________________ 
 
 
News    04/01/13   6pm                : 30 
 

April is Public Health Month and Springfield city officials are reminding residents to stay 
healthy.  The city's Department of Health and Human Services held a kick off event at city 
hall this morning.  The theme this year was "Save Lives, Save Money." Health officials say 
focusing on preventing diseases or illnesses before they occur will not only help you live 
longer but will also save you money.  A series of health screenings will be available to 
residents during the month of April. 
 
News    04/01/13   5pm                : 30 
 
Smoking is no longer allowed in or around Springfield public housing units.  The Springfield 
Housing Authority is expanding its ban on smoking to areas outside its properties.  The ban 
comes one year after the agency ordered residents and visitors to stop smoking inside its 
buildings.  It's a move even some smokers understand. 
 
News    04/05/13   5pm                : 30 
 
For the first time in four decades of polling, a majority of Americans favor legalizing marijuana 
use.  A new survey by the pew research center shows 52% of Americans believe pot should 
be legal, while 45% remain opposed.  And support for legalizing marijuana has risen 11 
points in just the last three years.  By contrast, a 1969 Gallup poll showed that just 12% of 
Americans favored legalization at that time.  Massachusetts legalized medical marijuana use 
in November of last year. 
 
News    04/07/13   6pm                : 30 
 
The President's budget proposal will soon be released and it aims to raise cigarette taxes.  
Earlier this year, Governor Patrick unveiled a $1.9 billion dollar tax increase. The proposal 
would raise income taxes and taxes on cigarettes, soda and candy.  Governor Patrick says 
the money will be used for transportation and education. President Obama is also pushing for 
a similar tax hike. The President's budget proposal will be released on Wednesday. The 
proposal aims to fund a pre-kindergarten program by raising taxes on cigarettes and other 
tobacco products. Those who we spoke to are behind the idea, saying it's a good incentive to 
quit. 
 
News    04/22/13   11pm                : 30 
 



Today, Tapestry Health held a fundraiser in Northampton.  But they also talked about the new 
medical marijuana law in Massachusetts.  Health officials have been holding hearings across 
the state to try and figure out how to best regulate dispensaries.  The last day for input is 
tomorrow.  Tapestry Health says they're interested in being a place where people can go to 
get medical marijuana but they say under the law; they may not be able to. 
 
News    04/24/13   5:30pm               : 30 
 
State lawmakers have moved to bar the sale of medical marijuana that's packaged to 
resemble candy.  The measure was approved by the House last night during the state budget 
debate. Republican Rep. Peter Durant showed photos of marijuana "candy bars" which were 
potentially marketed towards children.  The House approved a revised amendment to 
develop regulations to prohibit sale of any marijuana product in packages that resemble 
"commercially available candy." 
 
News    04/25/13   6am                : 30 
 
It's still not clear how medical marijuana will make its way into the hands of those who qualify 
for it.  Medical marijuana is now legal in Massachusetts, but there are still many questions 
about how this new law will be implemented, and where the 35 dispensaries will be built.  
Last month, the state Department of Public Health released a draft of medical marijuana 
regulations.  And throughout this month, they've been getting some public feedback.  Here's 
what we know so far about what the Department of Public Health wants:  Each licensed 
dispensary will have to cultivate its own marijuana, which means no wholesale distribution.  
Anyone under the age of 18 will need two doctors' notes and approval from a guardian.  
And a qualified patient can have up to 10 ounces for a 60-day supply.  But there are still 
some limitations. 
 
News    05/05/13   11pm               : 30 
 
On Monday a legislative committee will hear several proposals to change the state's medical 
marijuana law.  Among the proposals, reducing the maximum number of medical marijuana 
dispensaries allowed in Massachusetts from 35 to 10.  Another proposal would prohibit the 
dispensaries from being located within 1,000 feet of a school; house of worship or civic enter.  
The Massachusetts Department of Public Health is expected to issue final regulations 
governing medical marijuana later this month. 
 
News    05/06/13   5:30pm               : 30 
 
State lawmakers are proposing bills to limit medical marijuana use.  Massachusetts voters 
approved a ballot initiative to legalize medical marijuana and the state is close to finalizing the 
details of the new law.  But some lawmakers say the more work needs to be done.  Several 
medical marijuana supporters are opposing proposed bills that would limit marijuana use.  
One of the laws would only allow patients who have one of eight listed medical conditions, 
like HIV or multiple sclerosis, to access the drug.  A hearing for the proposed laws come days 
before the Massachusetts Department of Public Health issues final medical marijuana 



regulations.  Massachusetts voters approved a ballot initiative to legalize medical marijuana - 
It went into effect in January.  The Chairman of the legislature's public health committee filed 
a bill to delay the initiative to September.  State lawmakers are proposing another law that 
keeps marijuana dispensaries 1000 feet away from certain buildings like schools, churches 
and no-smoking areas. Several landlord groups said they do not want growers on their 
properties and want to encourage smoke free environments.  The state's public health 
department will vote on final medical marijuana regulations on Wednesday, but state 
lawmakers could pass laws to supersede the regulations.  
 
News    05/08/13   6pm                : 30 
 
The state's Public Health Council has approved finalized medical marijuana regulations.   
Massachusetts voters approved a ballot initiative last year that legalizes medical marijuana. 
Now the state has clarified how much and in what circumstances pot can be prescribed, as 
well as rules on growing the drug and licensing dispensaries.  The Massachusetts Public 
Health Council approved final medical marijuana regulations. They allow patients to carry a 
60-day supply of 10 ounces of pot. It instructs doctors to prescribe marijuana to patients with 
cancer, aids or other "debilitating medical conditions."  The Council made a minor change in 
the regulations to refer medical marijuana treatment centers as "a registered marijuana 
dispensary." Council member and UMass Amherst administrator Dr. John Cunningham 
explains why he proposed the change.  Up to 35 marijuana dispensaries can be licensed in 
Massachusetts. They must go through a vigorous application and selection process.  The 
Council's Chairwoman believes they'll likely open next year.  The regulations also raise the 
income level that allows patients to qualify for discounted marijuana or an application to grow 
their own plants at home. Those patients must have an income that is less than 300 percent 
of the federal poverty line.  
 
News    05/08/13   5pm                : 30 
 
22News has been following this story since the laws went into effect on January 1st, and 
today, the State Public Health Council has approved final regulations for medical marijuana.  
With a unanimous vote, public health officials passed the proposed regulations that will 
license up to 35 medical marijuana dispensaries.  The regulations also allow qualified 
patients to receive up to 10 ounces as a 60-day supply.  But officials say we are still several 
months away from opening the state's first dispensary. 
 
News    05/09/13   6am                : 30 
 
This morning we know how the state plans to regulate the distribution of medical marijuana 
by dispensaries.  New regulations now put doctors in control of determining whether a patient 
should be prescribed medical marijuana.  They define 10 ounces of the drug as a 60-day 
supply and would give a discount to a person earning less than $34,500 dollars per year.  
The law also allows for up to 35 dispensaries in Massachusetts.  Tapestry Health hopes that 
they can be one of those providers, but they're concerned about what it would cost them. 
 
News    05/10/13   7am                : 30 



 
Tomorrow a legislative committee will hear several proposals to change the state's medical 
marijuana law.  Among the proposals, reducing the maximum number of medical marijuana 
dispensaries allowed in Massachusetts from 35 to 10.  Another proposal would prohibit the 
dispensaries from being located within 1,000 feet of a school; house of worship or civic enter.  
The Massachusetts Department of Public Health is expected to issue final regulations 
governing medical marijuana later this month. 
 
News    05/16/13   5pm                : 30 
 
Public health officials are pushing for smoke free living.  Only one public housing district in 
Hampshire County is smoke-free and it's in Easthampton. Department of Health officials say 
they hope other communities follow this lead.  According to the CDC, nearly 20% of 
Americans smoke cigarettes.  Northampton Public Housing units are not smoke free.  In fact, 
in Hampshire County, Easthampton is the only city where it's prohibited to smoke indoors.  
Northampton's Public Health Director says they're getting a lot of complaints from residents 
about second hand smoke, that their indoor air quality is impeded because their neighbor is a 
smoker.  That's why health officials and the Hampshire Council of Governments hosted a 
smoke free multi-unit forum.  Dozens heard from lawyers on what kind of recourse they have 
if they want a smoke free environment.  Two years ago, the council surveyed 600 
Northampton public housing tenants.  85% said they wanted smoke free housing.   
Northampton's Public Housing Director did not attend the forum. If you want to learn about 
how to make your building smoke free, log on to our website, WWLP.com.  
 
News    05/17/13   6am                : 30 
 
81% of adults have smoke-free rules in their homes according to a new CDC report looking at 
Americans' exposure to secondhand smoke.  The report also finds 74 percent of adults do 
not allow smoking in their vehicles.  But 11 million people are still exposed to secondhand 
smoke in homes and 17 million in cars.  Secondhand smoke exposure is believed to cause 
serious health problems in both adults and children and it's linked to an estimated 50 
thousand deaths each year in the US. 
 
News    06/04/13   5:30pm           : 30 
 
The State Department of Public Health proposed a fee-structure to help finance the state's 
medical marijuana program.  Administration of medical marijuana use tax payer money 
instead, dispensaries and patients will be footing the bill.  Under draft regulations filed 
yesterday, Patients would have to pay $50 a year and those who qualify to grow the 
marijuana in their own home would pay $100.  Some people 22News spoke with don't think 
the law goes far enough.  Others see this going in a whole other direction.  
 
News    05/25/13   9am                : 30 
 
Health officials are concerned about a spike in Whooping Cough cases at Northampton High 
School.  Health officials have confirmed 52 cases of pertussis in Northampton; the majority of 



them are at the high school.  Northampton's Public Health Director says this is a cluster of 
cases, not an epidemic or an outbreak because they are localized at the high school.  
Pertussis, also called "whooping cough," can be sprayed into the air when a person who is 
infected sneezes or coughs.  Health officials say you usually get the vaccine before entering 
the school system.  The vaccine works 80-85% of the time. 
 
News    06/18/13   5:30pm           : 30 
 
Fewer adults are smoking cigarettes according to a new report from the Centers for Disease 
Control.  Tobacco taxes, prevention programs, and laws banning smoking in public have all 
contributed to the decline according to the CDC.  But for smokers I spoke with today, kicking 
the habit is hard.  18% of adults participating in the National Health Survey described 
themselves as current smokers.  The report surveyed more than 35,000 adults and current 
smokers were identified as smoking more than 100 cigarettes in their lifetime and smoking 
everyday or just once in a while. Smoking rates have been declining for decades, but seemed 
to level off for several years.  Smokers told 22News it's the taxes that have affected their 
habit the most.  If the Massachusetts proposition for tax increases goes through you could be 
seeing cigarette taxes increase by a dollar starting in July making taxes on cigarettes $3.51. 
Then you have another $6.25 percent for sales tax.  
 
News    06/19/13   6am           : 30 
 
Total costs for health care services are expected to rise 6.5% next year when the Affordable 
Care Act fully kicks in.  That's according to a report by the financial firm Price-Waterhouse-
Coopers.  Costs include everything from doctor visits and prescription drugs to surgery.  But 
the projected increase pales in comparison to the double-digit spikes seen in the early 
2000’s.  It's also slightly less than the 7.5% increase that P-W-C expected for this year. 
 
News    06/25/13   5:30pm           : 30 
 
A new bill proposes to increase taxes on tobacco products.  In an effort to discourage people 
from smoking, a new bill proposes to expand the type of tobacco products that will be subject 
to a future tax increase.  The goal of the legislation is to prevent kids from experimenting with 
roll-your-own cigarettes or flavored smoking products that state lawmakers say is a precursor 
to full-fledged cigarette smoking.  But several people from western Massachusetts say the 
legislation includes electronic cigarettes, which have helped them quit smoking. They say 
people who use electronic cigarettes to stop smoking should not be taxed at a higher rate.  
The bill directs any tax money collected from smoking tobacco products to a Prevention and 
Wellness Trust Fund to help people fight tobacco addiction.  
 



The following is WWLP programming addressing Jobs during 
the 2nd

 quarter of 2013.  These issues were addressed through 
our locally produced news programming. 
 
News    04/03/13   5pm                : 30 
 

This year's summer job market may be the strongest we've seen in at least 6 years.  For 
those in search of a summer job, the future is looking good.  SnagaJob.com says managers 
plan to increase hiring by 10% compared to last year.  And we could see hourly wages jump 
up to $11.50.  But experts warn you shouldn't waste any time since a majority of the hiring will 
take place this month and next.  An important thing to keep in mind as you visit an employer: 
you only get one chance to make a first impression.  Persistence can pay-off, regardless of 
how old you are.  
 
News    04/05/13   5pm                : 30 
 
New numbers from the labor department reveal there's good and bad news on the jobs front.  
After a strong start to the New Year it appears that is fading with the latest jobs report from 
March.  While employers’ added only 88-thousand jobs in March that's the fewest in nine 
months. The unemployment rate fell from 7.7% to 7.6% which is the lowest in four years.  
Economists say the weakness in March may signal some companies were worried about the 
sequester.  However, they say the fallout from automatic budget cuts will slowly take effect 
over the course of the year. 
 
News    04/11/13   12pm                : 30 
 
Claims for unemployment benefits are on a roller coaster ride.  Claims fell dramatically last 
week after rising sharply a week earlier.  About 346,000 people filed claims for jobless 
benefits last week.  That's down from a revised 388,000 the week before according to the 
labor department.  Wide swings are not unusual for March and April because of the Easter 
holiday and school spring breaks. 
 
News    04/13/13   6am                : 30 
 
Federal officials were in Springfield hoping to spread the word about workers rights.  At the 
fair housing and civil rights conference at the Springfield Marriott, local organizations learned 
how to help educate employees of their rights, and employers of their responsibilities.  
Workers continue to face obstacles based on race, gender, age and disability. 
 
News    04/14/13   11pm                : 30 
 
Unwelcome news for tens of thousands of unemployed people in Massachusetts.  
They're taking a pay cut, and the sequesters to blame.  These are out-of-work Massachusetts 
residents who've been collecting unemployment benefits more than 26 weeks.  Some 45-



thousand jobless men and women will see a nearly 13% cut in their federal unemployment 
insurance assistance, part of the automatic federal budget cuts. 
 
News    04/15/13   5:30pm            : 30 
 
The job market remains tough for anyone looking for employment.  Many of the jobs 
teenagers used to get are now going to adults. But today, CareerPoint in Holyoke offered 
some help to those teenagers who are searching for work. CareerPoint held a workshop at 
the Holyoke Boys and Girls Club at Nick Cosmos Way today.  The workshop provided teens 
with job search advice, resume tips, and even pretend interviews. 
 
News    04/23/13   6pm             : 30 
 
The future job market may be looking up for young adults entering the workplace. Economists 
have projected a positive outlook on the future for young students on their way out of college. 
But of course students aren't taking those future job numbers for granted and neither is the 
state of Massachusetts.  The State of Massachusetts has chosen 6 economic sectors where 
it sees the best potential to create jobs over the next ten years.  Those are in Healthcare, 
Information Technology, Renewable energy, advanced manufacturing, biotechnology and 
entrepreneurship.  Each region is pursuing the programs and the jobs that best fit its region 
and its college.  Some students have already seen results.  Job placement companies like 
Employment Plus say they are suddenly seeing more job openings.  A number of students I 
spoke with this afternoon have the same cautious optimism on projections for the future.  But 
those invested in long term education hope it will pay off.  
 
News    04/23/13   5pm             : 30 
 
College seniors are just a few weeks away from those last final exams before graduation.  
But then the real test comes: putting their degrees to good use and securing a job.  The class 
of 2013 could have better luck finding a job than their friends and classmates who graduated 
before them.  A new survey of hiring managers and HR professionals shows more than half 
of them plan to hire new grads this year.  One grad-to-be told 22News, some students make 
the mistake of selecting a major based solely on their interests, instead of also considering a 
field that's easy to break into.  The surveyed employers are looking to fill positions in IT, 
customer service, finance and accounting, with starting salaries between $30,000and 
$50,000 dollars a year.  Regardless of the field or the degree, most students know it's still 
going to take some work to land that first job. If you try hard enough and you are skilled 
enough you will find a job. 
 
News    04/25/13   6pm             : 30 
 
A lot of us are feeling better about our jobs.  Researchers say attitudes have changed since 
the recession, and today's job market is playing a role.  A new public opinion poll says you're 
less worried about being laid off.  A General Social Survey says you feel more secure now 
than you did this time last year. 54% of you say even if you lose your job, another would be 
easier to find.  Government data shows that the number of layoffs fell in January to the lowest 



level in the last ten years.  More businesses are also hiring. Labor officials say employers 
added 2.2 million jobs in 2012.  There's been a direct correlation with job stability, customers 
definitely feel more comfortable.   
 
News    05/02/13   5:30pm            : 30 
 
There are new signs today of economic recovery.  When the number of unemployment 
applications fall below 350,000, economists say that is consistent with moderate hiring.  This 
week, they fell to 342,000.  They haven't been that low since the start of 2009.  But, that's 
only half of the equation.  Companies also need to be confident to add workers.  Despite the 
lower number of people seeking unemployment benefits, here in Western Massachusetts at 
Futureworks, the number of people seeking employment has actually ticked up.  But it may 
be due to a renewed enthusiasm to find work. 
 
News    05/06/13   6am             : 30 
 
A stronger-than-expected April jobs report and recent discoveries of vast oil and gas reserves 
are helping to lift the American economy.  The news is also drawing attention to the 
importance of private-sector innovation rather than government policy in fostering growth.  
The improvements were mostly driven by private-sector gains that were not related to action 
by the president and Congress.  The report showed employer confidence about the economic 
outlook even in the face of new federal budget cuts. 
 
News    05/17/13   11pm             : 30 
 
Massachusetts lost 1,400 jobs in April but the state's unemployment rate is still at 6.4%.  The 
office of labor and workforce development reports that certain sectors were hit hard in April; 
including financial activities, construction, leisure, hospitality, manufacturing and government.  
The Scientific and the business and information sectors showed the biggest gains. 
 
News    05/28/13   6pm             : 30 
 
State lawmakers are making changes to the state's unemployment insurance laws.  For the 
past three years Massachusetts has saved businesses more than $1 billion dollars by 
freezing rate hikes in employer contributions to unemployment insurance leading state 
lawmakers to evaluate what changes need to be made to make the system stable and fair.  
They're trying to find the balance between rewarding businesses that keep their employees 
while helping struggling businesses that can't afford paying UI rate increases.  One of the 
ways business groups say they can be provided relief is making UI eligibility requirements 
stricter.  Currently a laid off worker can claim UI benefits if they've earned at least $3500 and 
worked, on average, about 15 weeks.  Unions and worker advocates are opposing proposals 
to extend the eligibility from about 15 to 20 weeks of work.  The Legislature's Labor and 
Workforce Development Committee hope to approve a comprehensive UI bill by the end of 
the session.  
 
News    06/04/13   5pm             : 30 



 
Nearly one million veterans are unemployed in the United States, and statistically about 
32,000 more will join those ranks annually.  The Department of Veterans' Services for the 
City of Chicopee among other groups hosted a job fair called "Employ Wisdom ~ Hire a 
Veteran" at the Castle of Knights on Memorial Drive today.  The hope of this event was to 
bridge the gap between local businesses and veterans in Western Massachusetts.  
 
News    06/21/13   5pm             : 30 
 
There was a  big turnout this date for a career fair.  Massachusetts employers have hired 
more people in May than in the last four months according to reports from the Labor and 
Workforce Development.  And today's job fair turned out big numbers too.  Over 50 
employers came to Careerpoints 5th annual "Hot Dogs for Hot Jobs" to look for potential 
employees.  

 


