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The following is WWLP programming addressing Crime during 
the 2nd quarter of 2016.  These issues were addressed through 
our locally produced news programming. 
________________________________________________ 
 
News    4/01/16  4:30am                1:00 
 
Police in Palmer are looking for an armed robbery suspect Friday morning. Lieutenant Chris 
Burns of the Palmer police department told 22News a suspect described as a "short man" 
wearing all black robbed the Sam's food store at 1078 Park Street Thursday night. He said 
the suspect allegedly showed a handgun at an employee around 11 and got away with some 
cash. If you have any information about the incident, you're asked to call the Palmer Police 
department at (283-8792). 
 
News    4/02/16   6am                1:00 
 
Springfield and Holyoke police worked together to seize just over 900 bags of heroin this 
week. Springfield police Sgt. John Delaney told 22News that the two police departments had 
raided two different addresses. The first was at 40 Parkwood Street in Springfield and the 
Second was at 445 Tokeneke Rd in Holyoke. Between the two busts, police seized 911 bags 
of heroin with the stamp "Empire" and some amount of cocaine. Police arrested Wanda and 
Luciano Santana, Natasha Perez in Springfield, and Jose Cruz and Jeanette Colon in 
Holyoke. They are have been charged with several crimes including trafficking heroin with 
intent to distribute. 
 
News    4/03/16   6pm                1:00 
 
A man and two women are being held without bail for allegedly robbing the Monson Saving's 
Bank branch on West Street in Ware Saturday. The three will be taken to a Belchertown 
courthouse Monday morning. The suspects will be able to plead in Eastern Hampshire 
District Court to bank robbery charges that include allegedly wearing a mask when they're 
said to have held up the bank at a shopping plaza on West Street.   Ware police officer 
Daniel Cark told 22News, one of the women arrested, 22 year old Frances Deleon lives in 
Feeding Hills. The second woman, 30 year old Jahira Flores lives in Springfield. 33 year old 
Edgardo Rivera also lives in Springfield. Officer Clark said they got away with some money. 
 
News    4/03/16   6pm                1:00 
 
A police search has ended. It was an intense situation, for this normally quiet Easthampton 
neighborhood, as Easthampton police and state police searched for a suspect. What we 
know is that search ended at around 10'o clock this evening, with police locating that 
suspect.  22News received calls from viewers in Easthampton with reports of lots of police 
activity in the Windsor circle neighborhood. One man told 22news, He noticed lot of police 
officers on foot with police dogs. That man also said he noticed police officers running toward 
the area of strong street. 22News noticed a state trooper armed with a rifle. State police Lt. 



Sha-Grew told 22News the search was for a man. Police were using a helicopter, police dogs 
and officers on the ground to find this person. The search was in the area of 4 Windsor 
Circle. Residents on Strong Street in the Plains area of Easthampton were advised to stay 
indoors. We don't have confirmation of an arrest, but 22News was told the search is over. 
 
News    4/04/16   11pm                1:30 
 
Northampton residents are worried about a series of fires set in the same neighborhood. The 
Police and Fire Chiefs briefed the public at city hall Monday night. Between March 12th and 
the 21st, six small fires were set, mostly dry brush, and in one instance, a barrel next to a 
business. A homeless man reported his tent and belongings were set on fire along the 
railroad tracks on King Street. Residents can't forget Anthony Baye's deadly arson spree 
between 2007 and 2009. Nancy Mihevc said, “Well since I've had one fire that burned one 
house that I owned I remember very distinctly the Baye fires. It's just nerve racking because 
it's so close and you know the memory of other fires is significant.” Duane Nichols, the 
Northampton Fire Chief told 22News, “We're sensitive to what's happened in the past in 
Northampton with fires and we're just really trying to be proactive with getting the word out to 
the residents and just really try and keep them informed as they can really keep us informed 
as they can help us do our jobs out there.” The DA, The State Fire Marshal and local 
firefighters are all trying to find out who's responsible. 
 
News    4/05/16   11pm                2:00 
 
Deadly domestic violence in West Springfield. A man reportedly stabbed his wife to death 
before police shot and killed him Tuesday. A neighbor heard screaming at the Myron Court 
apartments Tuesday morning and called police. Hampden County District Attorney Anthony 
Gulluni told 22News 2 officers forced their way into apartment 12, where they were 
confronted by a man with a knife. Gulluni said, “Officers also simultaneously observed a 
female subject on the floor of that apartment, apparently suffering from very serious injuries.”  
Gulluni said the suspect charged at the officers with the knife, and both officers fired their 
service pistols. Police performed first aid on both the husband and wife until ambulances 
arrived. Both victims were rushed to Baystate Medical Center where they died. Both police 
officers are on paid administrative leave, which is standard procedure in an officer involved 
shooting. The Hampden County District Attorney's office has identified the two people as 45 
year-old Renee Herbert and 52 year-old Peter Doherty. They had recently been married. 
District Attorney Anthony Gulluni said the officers shot Doherty after he charged at them with 
a knife. Both Doherty and Herbert died at the hospital. 22News found through court records 
that there was a warrant out for his arrest since March 16. Doherty also has a lengthy 
criminal past, including assault and battery with a dangerous weapon, resisting arrest and 
disorderly conduct. He was also found guilty of stealing a TV from Dr. Dental on Boston Road 
in Springfield in 2010. 
 
News    4/05/16   10pm           1:30 
 
Springfield law firm Alekman & DiTusa is representing 25 clients who are suing Baystate 
Noble Hospital, after the hospital revealed they performed colonoscopies with improperly 



sterilized scopes. Back in January, Baystate/Noble Hospital informed 293 patients who 
underwent colonoscopies between June 2012 and April 2013, that they may have been 
exposed to certain viruses due to "incomplete cleaning" of medical equipment. The Viruses 
included Hepatitis B & C, and HIV. Baystate Noble President Ronald Bryant said staffers had 
not been properly trained on the last phase of dis-infection. Tuesday, Alekman & DiTusa 
announced 25 clients are suing Noble hospital for injuries sustained as a result of this 
incident. DiTusa said, “They were put through these emotional series’ of events where they 
received a letter and had to undergo blood tests. So there would be a claim for negligent 
infliction of emotional distress against the hospital.” Mr. DiTusa couldn't say whether any of 
his clients tested positive for these viruses. Baystate Noble sent 22News this statement: "We 
have completed testing for 243 of the 293 patients who were affected. To date there is no 
evidence of any transmission of illness from the endoscopes." In the report, the hospital 
identified the cause of the potential exposure was in-part due to a "failure to identify the risk 
to patients" back in April 2013. 
 
News    4/06/16   5pm           1:00 
 
Springfield police arrested a man today who allegedly fired a stolen gun early Wednesday 
morning.  Sgt. John Delaney said25-year-old David Reyes, was arrested on multiple gun 
charges. He allegedly fired shots near Revere and Grand Streets. Delaney said when police 
approached him, he threw his gun in a bush to try and hide it. It turned out to be 
stolen. Delaney says Reyes also has pending court cases on heroin, cocaine, and marijuana 
charges. 
 
News    4/06/16   5am           1:30 
 
Thieves stole 15 prom dresses from a charity in Massachusetts. 'Tammi’s Closet' gives away 
prom dresses to girls who can't afford them. The founder, Betty Vitale, says the thief entered 
the church where the charity is located and took the dresses last week. She discovered the 
theft Friday. She told 22News, "To have somebody come in to steal something that's free, my 
heart broke because that's 15 girls that I might not be able to have a dress for."  Fortunately, 
donors came through after they found out what happened. Vitale now says she has more 
dresses coming in than were stolen. Vitale founded the charity two years ago in honor of her 
19-year-old daughter Tammi, who was killed in a car crash in 1996. 
 
News    4/07/16   11pm           1:00 
 
Springfield Police Narcotics detectives seized a significant quantity of cocaine and cash 
tonight. They raided a house on Chestnut Street where they arrested a man and a woman 
who live there, and confiscated more than 300 grams of cocaine, and 15-thousand dollars in 
cash. 48-year-old Luis Santiago, and 54-year-old Maria Seranno are both charged with 
trafficking more than 200 grams of cocaine. Police have started proceedings to seize 20-
thousand dollars in a bank account held by Santiago. 
 
News  4/07/16   6pm           1:00 
 



The man accused of stabbing a South Hadley police officer is expected to stay in the hospital 
tomorrow while his lawyer and prosecutors meet in court. A not guilty plea was entered for 29 
year-old Jeffrey Torres of Holyoke at his arraignment  March 21st. Torres is charged with 
attempted  murder, accused of stabbing South Hadley police Officer Christopher Roberts 
during a disturbance in the Newton Street Dunkin' Donuts on March 18th. Officer Roberts 
shot Torres twice. Both have since recovered. Torres is being held without bail during his 
mental health evaluation. A future court date is expected to be set at tomorrow's hearing. 
 
News  4/07/16   5pm           1:30 
 
The state's highest court will decide if manslaughter charges will stand against a teenager 
accused of encouraging her boyfriend to commit suicide. A teen who was considering suicide 
was allegedly encouraged by his girlfriend to do it, and he did. Michelle Carter is charged with 
involuntary manslaughter after the death of her boyfriend, Conrad Roy the Third. She 
allegedly sent dozens of text messages encouraging him to kill himself. When Roy's plan to 
poison himself with carbon monoxide started to work he got scared and got out of his truck. 
Carter allegedly told him to get back inside. The defense argues that text messages are 
protected by free speech, and didn't directly cause his death. Wendy Santos of Holyoke said, 
“If I was the mother of that child that was dead, I think that she should get some kind of a 
punishment. Somebody lost a child through text messages. And she is going to be free? No.” 
If she's found guilty, Carter could face up to 20 years in prison. 
 
News  4/08/16   6pm           1:00 
 
Police are investigating several burglaries and attempted house breaks in Wilbraham over 
the past two weeks. Wilbraham Police told 22News these kinds of crimes increase as the 
weather warms up. Police are urging residents to be watchful and helpful to their neighbors. 
Ed Waniga of Wilbraham told 22News he's always keeping an eye on his community. He 
said, “I know when he's away and I check. I keep track of his house and I happen to go away, 
he keeps track of my house.” Wilbraham police Sergeant Shawn Baldwin told 22News an 
attempted house break on Algonquin street revealed that Marijuana was being grown in the 
house. Baldwin said the home-owner will be summoned into court. 
 
News    4/08/16   6pm           1:00 
 
A Springfield fire Lieutenant is facing federal child pornography charges. 45-year-old Edward 
Parson of Cochran Street in Chicopee was arrested Thursday morning by the FBI with help 
from the Chicopee Police department. He's been charged with Conspiracy to Produce Child 
Pornography. Parson was ordered held until his detention hearing in Federal Court in 
Springfield on Monday on afternoon. Springfield Fire Spokesman Dennis Leger told 22News 
Parson is currently on paid administrative leave from the Department. 
 
News    4/08/16   6pm           1:00 
 
A 15 year old girl who was accidently shot Thursday night, died late Friday morning. 
Springfield police Sgt. Delaney told 22News, police have arrested a 17 year old friend of the 



victim, and he's being held on weapons charges. They have not identified him because of his 
age. He was arraigned in juvenile court on weapons charges Friday afternoon. Daney-Shkalis 
Davilas was shot at her home at 212 Plainfield St. Thursday night, and died the next 
morning. The District Attorney and Springfield Police believe she was accidently shot by a 17-
year-old friend, after a gun he was holding went off. The suspect ran away before police got 
there, but detectives arrested him Saturday morning. A friend of the victim told 22News, the 
suspect should have never had access to the gun. The District Attorney office is investigating, 
but he and detectives both believe it may have been an accident. The suspect has only been 
charged with weapons violations. Sgt. Delaney said more charges may be brought against 
him very soon. 
 
News    4/09/16   10pm           1:00 
  
Holyoke Police are investigating a shooting that took place at Sargent and Walnut Streets this 
afternoon at around 3:30. According to Sgt. Kevin Thomas, police responded to a call of gun 
shots fired in the area of Sargent and Walnut streets in Holyoke. Sgt. Kevin Thomas told 
22News, no one was hit. But two cars did get hit by stray bullets. 22News talked with a 
resident who said she hears gunshots often and it makes her worry about her safety. Ilanys 
Serrano said, “When I hear it I get nervous, so I just, that's why I'm mostly inside. And if I go 
outside at night there's always police around so, it's not as bad as in the daytime.” Two 
people, who declined to go on camera, told 22News, hearing gun shots in this area is 
normal. No arrest have been made so far, but police are actively investigating this shooting.  
 
News    4/11/16   11pm           1:00 
 
A 45-year old Springfield Fire Lieutenant will be sent to Virginia to face federal charges of 
producing child porn. Edward Parsons waived his rights during a hearing Monday in 
Springfield Federal Court. He'll be held without bail until he's brought to Virginia where that 
complaint was filed. A trial date has not been set yet. The FBI and Chicopee police arrested 
Parsons last Thursday. Springfield Fire spokesman Dennis Leger told 22News Parson's been 
placed on paid administrative leave.   
 
News    4/11/16   6pm           1:00 
 
Arraignment Monday for a man charged with involuntary manslaughter in a Westfield teen's 
overdose death. 22 year old Seth Lombard Hawthorne is accused of dealing heroin with 
fentanyl to 16-year-old Lillian Anderson who then overdosed and died. He pleaded not guilty 
to the charges and his bail was set at $5,000 cash. Lombard Hawthorne faced only drug 
charges until a grand jury indicted him on the criminal charge of involuntary manslaughter in 
March. DA Anthony Gulluni said, "In this opiate addiction crisis we have, when people are 
profiting from the sales of heroin and fentanyl, we believe it's in the interest of justice to 
pursue these kinds of charges.” Gulluni said this is just the second time he's personally 
perused charges against an alleged dealer in connection with an overdose death. 
 
News    4/12/16   6pm           1:30 
 



A federal judge ruled today that Camille Cosby must continue her deposition in the 
defamation case against her husband, Bill Cosby. Camille Cosby's Attorneys said 
she shouldn't   have to go forward with the deposition, arguing she was borderline harassed, 
when she was questioned under oath two months ago. Improper questioning, opinions 
questioning, questions about marital communications. Camille Cosby's deposition will 
continue next week, despite her attorneys' attempts to stop it. They argued she was asked 
'irrelevant,' and 'bizarre' questions during the first deposition in Springfield. 22News was in 
Worcester Federal Court on Tuesday, when the judge rejected Camille Cosby's request to 
stop the deposition. But he agreed the plaintiff's attorney crossed a line when questioning her 
under oath. Camille Cosby's attorney argued the questions his client was asked in February 
were inappropriate, ranging from questions about her son's death, to whether her husband 
has ever tried having sex with her when she was asleep. Cammarata will get another chance 
to question Cosby next week, but the judge ordered him to only ask questions relevant to the 
defamation case against her husband. Cammarata will have 5 hours and 45 minutes to 
depose Camille Cosby in Boston on Tuesday. 
 
News    4/14/16   11pm           1:00 
 
No bail for a second suspect arrested and charged in connection with a murder in Springfield 
last month. 17 year old Matt Hastings of Ludlow was arraigned on a murder charge in 
Springfield District court. He accused of shooting and killing 20 year-old Jeffrey Freitas of 
Ludlow last month. 16-year old Charles Sierra is also charged with murder in connection with 
Freitas' death. Hampden County District Attorney Spokesman Jim Leydon told 22Nes that 
there is an arrest warrant out for a third suspect he did not have specific information.   
 
News    4/14/16   5pm           1:00 
 
Two schools in Ludlow were evacuated Thursday morning due to separate threats. A bomb 
threat to Ludlow High was called in around 8 AM and a threatening note was discovered 
around 9 AM at the Veterans Park Elementary School in Ludlow. Nothing dangerous was 
found at either schools. Also, a Mass State Police spokesperson said that 32 other schools in 
Massachusetts received robo-call bomb threats. The FBI is leading an investigation into the 
threats, which are believed to have been made through an online network. 
 
News    4/14/16   5am           1:00 
 
Police in Springfield are searching for an armed bank robbery suspect Thursday 
morning. Springfield Police Lt. Brian Keenan told 22News it was around 5:00 Wednesday 
night. He said that's when a suspect armed with a handgun entered the TD Bank at 1800 
Boston and ordered the tellers to fill a bag with cash. The suspect, described as a 6-foot-tall 
black man, weighing 180 pounds, left the bank and ran down Stocker Street where police lost 
track of him. Springfield detectives may release surveillance images of the suspect later.  
 
News    4/15/16   6am           1:30 
 
22News has been following breaking news throughout the overnight and all morning long of a 



hit and run accident in Holyoke. On Southeast Street at the intersection of Sargeant Street in 
Holyoke is where Holyoke police and state police are looking into who is responsible for a hit 
and run accident. Police were sifting through the debris all over the road and uncovered a 
gun. Holyoke Police Sgt. Jeff Joneic told 22News said one man was hit by a car in this 
accident. Sgt. Joneic said they are piecing together who is responsible for that hit and run. He 
said the man was taken to the hospital following this accident. 
 
News    4/19/16   11pm           1:00 
 
A Springfield fire lieutenant has resigned after he was indicted on federal child porn 
charges. 45-year old Edward Parson of Chicopee will face the charges in Virginia, where the 
complaint was filed. The FBI and Chicopee police arrested Parson earlier this month. 
Springfield fire spokesman Dennis Leger said Parson's paid administrative leave ended when 
he resigned. A trial date has not been set yet.   
 
News    4/19/16   6pm           1:00 
 
Camille Cosby's deposition continued today in Boston. She answered more questions under 
oath in a defamation lawsuit filed by seven women who say the comedian branded them liars 
after they went public with sexual assault allegations against him. She gave the first part of 
her deposition in Springfield in February. Cosby and attorneys on both sides spent the day at 
the Springfield Marriott for the deposition, though there was only about two and a half hours 
of actual questions and answers. The Cosbys are western Massachusetts residents, having a 
home in the Franklin County town of Shelburne. 
 
News    4/22/16   10pm           1:00 
 
Holyoke Narcotics Detectives, along with state and federal law enforcement officers arrested 
Christopher Petelle of Westfield and Joseph Rollins of Chicopee. They were in a car in a 
pharmacy parking lot, and a 5-month old baby was in the rear seat. Holyoke Police Lt Jim 
Albert told 22News police saw several bags of heroin, as well as needles and syringes near 
the baby. Both men were charged with possession of heroin. Petelle was also charged with 
reckless endangerment of a child. They'll be arraigned in Holyoke Monday.   
 
News    4/23/16   9am           1:30 
 
Two bodies were discovered in the Connecticut River this week. This is tragic news that has 
really shaken this entire community. Two bodies were discovered in different parts of the 
Connecticut River on Thursday, one in Agawam, and one in Holyoke. Brianna Cuoco’s body 
was found.  A kayaker spotted the 18-year-old's body in the Connecticut River near Bondy's 
Island Thursday morning. It was recovered by search crews later that day. The teenager was 
a senior at Chicopee Comprehensive high school, she was last seen in South Hadley in 
January. Her death is still being investigated by the medical examiner. A second body was 
discovered over in Holyoke that same day. The Hampden District Attorney's Office 
confirmed the body of Nathan Kermensky was found in the river, by the Holyoke Dam 
Thursday morning. Kermensky was 26 years old and had been missing since January 29th. 



Holyoke Police Lt. Larry Cournoyer told 22News, they believe Kermensky could have taken 
his own life. 
 
News    4/25/16   11pm           1:30 
 
A Westfield street was closed for nearly three hours tonight while the state police Bomb 
Squad removed several bottles that may have had explosive material in them. Two men are 
under arrest. State Police Bomb Squad robot was deployed to remove a bottle filled with 
foaming liquid and metal pieces in it on Woodmont Street. A frightened neighbor called police 
just before 5:00 after she found one of the bottles. The Westfield Fire Department was called 
in as were the State Fire Marshal, and State Police Bomb Squad. A robot recovered "four" of 
the bottles outside 83 and 88 Woodmont Street. Lt. Jay Pitoniak said Police arrested 18-year-
old Sean Barrett, and 19-year-old Patrick Baker. Both were charged with "placing an 
explosive or hoax device." Police haven't said yet what was in those bottles. 
 
News    4/26/16   5pm           1:30 
 
The Massachusetts Trial Court has to pay the Springfield Parking Authority tens of thousands 
of dollars after court officers took advantage of discounts meant for jurors. Jurors can park at 
the South garage across from the Hampden County Court for $3 dollars a day. The rate for 
everyone else is $95 dollars a month. 22News found out 26 court officers were using 
validated parking chips to avoid paying the monthly rate. Mary McNally, the Executive 
Director of the Springfield Parking Authority told 22News they first thought something was 
wrong last year.  They were expecting to see up to 300 new monthly customers at the 
garage, but never got close to that number. Trial court spokeswoman Jennifer Donahue told 
22News the security director started investigating, and discovered 26 court officers used the 
validated parking, on at least two occasions. She said those employees are being held 
accountable.  Jennifer Donahue said, “The trial court is paying Springfield Parking Authority 
approximately $36,000. The money owed will be paid by the employees who were found to 
have been involved.” Donahue also said all of the court officers involved were 
disciplined. She couldn't specify what exactly that included, or whether anyone was fired. 
 
News    4/28/16   5pm           1:00 
 
An East Longmeadow High School student has been charged with rape. 18 year old David 
Becker is accused of sexually assaulting two high school senior girls after a house party April 
2nd. 22News went to Palmer District court, to review the case documents. They show after 
the party both victims fell asleep, and reportedly woke up to Becker inappropriately touching 
them. Becker was arraigned April 15th, and released the 19th after a judge determined he 
was not dangerous. He's been ordered to stay away from the alleged victims and the high 
school. He's due back in court June 14th. 
 
News    4/29/16   11pm           1:00 
 
Springfield police are still searching for two suspects who car jacked an ATM serviceman in 
Pine Point today. Springfield Police Lt. Brian Keenan told 22News the victim had just serviced 



an ATM inside a Berkshire Avenue Convenience Store just after 11:00 Friday morning. When 
he was leaving the store, he was attacked by two men; one of them hit him in the head with 
something. The suspects stole the van that had an undisclosed amount of cash inside. 
22News was on Sycamore Street late Friday afternoon when a van matching the description 
of the stolen vehicle was being towed away by police. The van driver was not seriously hurt. 
 
News    4/30/16   6pm           1:00 
 
22News now knows the name of the man accused of shooting at a state police trooper and 
police dog in Springfield. 35 year old Mohamed Fofanah of Hartford, Connecticut was 
arrested, and now police say he could get deported. It all started just after midnight. Fonanah 
was driving very slowly southbound on I-91. Police realized the car was wanted for a hit and 
run just minutes before. Fofanah took Exit 4, got out, and started to walk toward Main Street 
and East Columbus Avenue. When he wouldn't stop for state police, they released the police 
dog. That's when Fofanah allegedly fired a shot, which missed. The dog tackled him and 
police arrested him. State Police say they've contacted Immigrations and Customs 
Enforcement about possibly deporting him. He's charged with assault and battery with a 
dangerous weapon. 
 
News    5/1/16    10pm           2:00 
 
UMass Amherst has just arrested the third suspect that was allegedly burglarizing a 
residence hall. Two of those suspects are UMASS Amherst students. The third suspect was 
not a student.  A close call for UMASS Amherst students Sunday morning. Campus police 
were called to the Washington Hall dormitory around 4 o'clock this morning, for reports of 
three masked men attempting to break into multiple rooms on different floors. 22News asked 
students if they feel safe. Police arrested two suspects.  The third suspect initially got away, 
but police were able to arrest him too. One student who lives here at the Washington 
residence dorm hall told 22News, the situation could have been a lot worse. Security is 
staffed in the building on weekends, from 8 in the evening to 2 in the morning. And on week 
days from 8 in the evening, to midnight. The door only opens if you swipe your keycard, and 
your keycard will only work at your specific residence hall. But it's common for a student with 
a card to just hold the door for someone behind them, who may not. All three suspects face 
several charges, including, 2 counts of armed burglary, 1 count of larceny under $200, 
disorderly conduct, disturbing the peace and resisting arrest. The names of those suspects 
will not be released until after their arraignment. All three suspects are expected to be 
arraigned Monday morning at Belchertown district court. 
 
News    5/3/16    6pm           1:00 
 
A Northampton middle-school art teacher has been accused of sexually assaulting and 
harassing a co-worker. 33-year-old Herschel Levine, of Northampton pleaded not guilty in 
Northampton District Court on Monday on charges of indecent assault and battery. Levine is 
an art teacher at the John F. Kennedy Middle School in the Florence section of the city. 
Levine allegedly sexually assaulted and harassed a female teacher several times starting in 
November of last year. Court documents show that teacher alleges Levine tried 



propositioning her for sex on several occasions. In one instance, Levine allegedly pressed his 
clothed genitalia against the other clothed teacher. The teacher went to the school 
administration, and says she was told the school would investigate. The teacher told police 
she came to them after the school wouldn't give her information on how their investigation 
was going. Northampton Public Schools Superintendent John Provost sent a statement to 
22News, that Levine has been placed on paid administrative leave. 
 
News    5/4/16    6pm           1:00 
 
Nine more employees have been charged with physically abusing students at a now-closed 
school in Berkshire County for boys with autism and behavioral disorders. Sixteen former 
employees of the Eagleton School in Great Barrington have now been charged in the case, 
all of whom have plead guilty. Eight former Eagleton School employees were arraigned on 
assault and battery and other charges in Southern Berkshire District Court. An arrest warrant 
is out for the ninth. 
 
News    5/7/16    10pm           1:30 
 
A manhunt continues in Franklin County after a murder suspect's car was found parked by a 
bridge. 22News talked to residents about the frightening situation. The suspect is Tyler 
Hagmaier. He's originally from Montague but police found his vehicle parked here near the 
French King Bridge in Gill. Police believe he may have jumped into the river, but they are 
keeping the manhunt open just in case he is still out there. It all started more than 100 miles 
away in Plymouth. 11:00pm Thursday, screams are heard inside the apartment of 76 year old 
Vibeke Rasmussen. On Friday, police find her dead stabbed more than 30 times. Police 
identify their suspect. 10:00pm Friday, police find Tyler Hagmaiers silver Prius parked by the 
French King Bridge in Gill, the same time witnesses heard a splash in the water. Nancy Hulse 
told 22News, “If it's the bridge you are familiar with and you want to do yourself in, he knows 
that it's going to be relatively easy to do and not a lot of witnesses. If he wanted to make 
people think that he jumped, that's a way to do it too.” Near the bridge, signs are posted for 
people considering suicide, locals know it wouldn't be the first time. Ken Kurtyka said, 
“There's been a lot of suicides off there. Probably six or so over the last three years.” On this 
day, no police boats. But the search continues Sunday. A surprising commotion is this 
otherwise quiet Franklin County town. Ryan Montpelier said, “No you don't see that. You 
would think Springfield or something but not in Gill or any of the surrounding towns. It's very 
quiet.” Police say the Hagmaier targeted Rasmussen. It was not a random crime, but he 
should be considered armed and extremely dangerous. 
 
News    5/13/16   6pm           1:30 
 
The driver accused of being drunk and causing last night's deadly motorcycle crash in 
Springfield last night has been charged with vehicular homicide. Springfield police Sgt. John 
Delaney told 22News the man driving the pickup truck was drunk, and police arrested him 
right after the crash on Parker Street. 24 year old Steven Thompson pled "not guilty” to drunk 
driving and vehicular homicide in Springfield district court. He was released on $2,500 
bail. Police said Thompson was drunk when his pickup truck hit a motorcycle head-on on 



Parker Street a few minutes before 10:00 Thursday night. The bike was trapped underneath 
as Thompson was making a left hand turn onto Gary Road. The 2 victims were 23 year old 
Kyle Chapdelaine and 22 year old Julisa Diaz. Thompson, the driver, was previously arrested 
for an OUI. In Massachusetts, a driver who's committed their 3rd OUI offense can be forced 
by the court to have an ignition interlock device that prevents them from drunk driving. Some 
are pushing to change that law, so accidents like this never happen again.   
 
News    5/17/16   11pm           1:00 
 
A state trooper was dragged as he fought with a driver for control of his car during a traffic 
stop in Springfield late Monday night. State Trooper Theodore Tudryn pulled a vehicle over 
on Dwight Street around 10 o'clock. When he ordered the driver out of the car, the driver 
reportedly took off, dragging the trooper 300 feet. Trooper Tudryn was able to pull himself 
inside the car and shift into park. A search of the vehicle turned up 800 bags of heroin. The 
driver and his two passengers, all from Vermont, were arrested on trafficking charges. 
 
News    5/17/16   11pm           1:00 
 
Lee’s former police chief is going to federal prison. Joseph Buffis was sentenced to more 
than two years in prison on an extortion conviction. Federal prosecutors said that in February 
of 2012, Buffis used his position to extort $4,000 from a couple facing prostitution charges. 
Buffis had few words when he left court today after his sentencing. He said, “Thank you, have 
a great afternoon, and god bless America, vote for Donald Trump.” Buffis must turn himself in 
in four weeks. In addition to two years in federal prison, Buffis was also sentenced to 200 
hours of community service. 
 
News    5/19/16   6pm           1:00 
 
Springfield Police arrested 22 people, breaking up what the department called an "open air 
drug market." The arrests were made over a two hour period yesterday afternoon in the city's 
Brightwood section. Springfield police Sgt. John Delaney told 22News seven dealers were 
working the area between Washburn Street and Orchard Street, selling "Donald Trump"-
branded heroin and cocaine. The dealers and 15 of their customers were arrested. Police 
also seized 32 bags of "Donald Trump" heroin and 17 bags of cocaine. 
 
News    5/19/16   5pm          2:00 
 
It's a fact: Many people living with developmental disabilities, are being neglected and 
abused. It's disturbing: The most vulnerable among us are being abused sexually, physically, 
financially, emotionally and with neglect. More than 90 percent of people with developmental 
disabilities will experience sexual abuse alone. Their providers play a large role in reporting 
abuse - so educating them on warning signs is key. Sandra Panchenko, a social worker of 
multicultural community services said, "We have to learn the ways how to do that smart 
without harming the persons who are reporting it." Providers gathered at the Log Cabin in 
Holyoke Thursday to learn those warning signs including bruises, malnourishment, and 
unusual activity in bank accounts, among others. It's a collaborative effort among providers, 



state agencies and law enforcement. DA Gulluni pays for persons with disabilities to train 
their peers with the use of this manual on recognizing, reporting and responding to abuse. 
And that type of reporting has increased 17 percent across the Commonwealth. Providers 
received manuals to also train fellow coworkers. If you suspect someone is being abused, 
report it immediately to the state. 
 
News    5/22/16   6pm          2:00 
 
Western Massachusetts Police Departments are mourning the death of a fellow officer who 
was shot and killed in in the Worcester County town of Auburn. Officer Ronald Tarentino a 42 
year old father of three, was shot about 12:30 in the morning during a traffic stop. The 
suspect was able to escape in his car and tonight has still not been captured. Officer 
Tarentino was rushed to UMass Medical Center in Worcester, but it was too late to save his 
life. The Auburn Police Chief gave a brief statement today and said their top priority it to track 
down his killer. Officer Tarentino was 42 years old. He is survived by his wife and three 
children. Local and state police are working with the Worcester County District Attorney's 
Office and the FBI to figure out what happened. Most western Massachusetts Police 
Departments are offering condolences on their social media pages. The suspect believed to 
have shot and killed a Massachusetts police officer Sunday has died after a shootout with 
police. While the community and police departments across the state mourned his death, 
officers began a manhunt for the alleged shooter, 35-year-old Jorge Zambrano. On Sunday 
night, police found Zambrano hiding in an apartment in the town of Oxford.  He was killed 
after he burst out from a closet, shooting and wounding a state trooper.  With the manhunt 
over, police continue to remember Officer Tarentino.  
 
News    5/26/16   5pm           1:00 
 
Police have caught the two men they say are responsible for a January murder.  The father of 
a state trooper was shot in broad daylight in Springfield's North End. No bail for the two 
Holyoke men charged with the deadly shooting. Jose Villegas Rodriguez and Edward 
Gonzalez were arraigned today on murder charges.   Hampden County District Attorney 
Anthony Gulluni said the two men shot and killed 71 year old Juan Zayas in his driveway on 
Brookline Avenue back on January 25th. D.A. Gulluni would not comment on the motive of 
the shooting but said it did not have to do with his son Trooper Zayas. 
 
News    5/29/16   10pm           1:30 
 
Ludlow Police are searching for a Chicopee man who they say kidnapped a child and stole a 
car. At 1:30 afternoon, 25 year old Daniel Buck allegedly stole a woman's 2013 Ford Escape 
with her child still inside. Ludlow Police Detective Sgt. Louis Tulik told 22News it happened at 
the O'Connell's Convenience Plus on Center Street in Ludlow. The victim left her SUV 
running and quickly went inside to get some milk. That's when Buck allegedly got in the 
driver’s seat, along with an unidentified female passenger. They sped off and about 500 feet 
from the store, told the child to get out. Buck was identified by a witness who saw it happen. 
He's been charged with stealing vehicles in the past. If you know where he is or who he may 
have been with you are asked to call the Ludlow Police at 413-583-8305. 



News    6/1/16    5:30pm           1:30 
 
Two downtown Springfield banks were robbed within 90 minutes of each other. 23 year old 
Travis Feliciano of 10 Chestnut Street in downtown Springfield is alleged to have been 
wearing a hoody and the brightly colored baseball cap when he held up the Bank of America 
at monarch place shortly after ten thirty Wednesday morning. Springfield police Sgt. John 
Delaney told 22News, the holdup man gave the impression he was armed.  Then 90 minutes 
later, the suspect allegedly held up the TD bank across from the Bank of America on Hillman 
Street. He's said to have used a bicycle for his getaway after both bank hold ups. Sgt. 
Delaney said detectives arrested Feliciano at a 19th floor apartment at 10 Chestnut Street. 
Feliciano was allegedly thrown a packet of money from the balcony. Delaney said inside the 
apartment police found the bicycle and the colorful baseball cap. Feliciano has been charged 
with two counts of armed robbery. 
 
News    6/3/16    6pm           1:00 
 
A judge released a Pittsfield Fire Captain accused of assaulting a woman and being in 
possession of a loaded and unsecured handgun. 56 year old Jeffrey Rawson was released 
without bail after a judge determined he was not dangerous. He had been held since his 
arrest on assault charges Tuesday. At the time of the alleged assault, Rawson was also 
reportedly in possession of a loaded gun. He was ordered to have no contact with the victim 
or firearms. 
 
News    6/7/16    4:30am           1:00 
 
Police in Agawam are asking for your help in finding a possible child abduction suspect. 
Agawam Police Lieutenant Ed McGovern told 22News a call came in around 8 Monday night, 
describing a possible attempted child abduction near the 100 block of Walnut Street. The 
suspect was described as a black male in his mid to late twenties, about 5’10”. The suspect 
escaped the area in a silver-blue dodge caravan with a Massachusetts registration of 
672MP2.If you have any information regarding this incident, you're asked to call the Agawam 
Police detective bureau. 
 
News    6/9/16    11pm           1:00 
 
Police continue their search tonight for the man who shot two people in Springfield. Officers 
told 22News finding the shooter is a top priority. Springfield Police Commissioner John 
Barbieri said his detectives and officers will work "around the clock to solve this 
case." Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney told 22News a man was arguing with people on 
the corner of Euclid Avenue and Belmont Avenue at about five tonight, when he took out a 
handgun and started shooting. A 19-year-old woman was shot in her behind. Sgt. Delaney 
said a 10-year old girl was shot in the calf by a stray bullet on Euclid Avenue. Both were 
taken to the emergency room for treatment, and both victims are expected to survive. Police 
are searching for a black man in his late 20's or early 30's, with a Mohawk-style haircut. He 
was last seen wearing a neon green traffic vest and driving in a dark two door Honda Civic. 



Commissioner Barberi said there will be extra patrols in the neighborhood surrounding Euclid 
Ave, and that the area is safe. 
 
News    6/10/16   11pm           2:00 
 
Springfield's mayor says he's fed up with all the gun violence, including a shooting outside 
juvenile court. In last than a week, there have been four shootings. 3 people were shot, 
including a 10-year old girl. But there's 1-percent of negative individuals and it all seems to be 
tied into street gang activity.  In five days, three people shot in Springfield, including an 
innocent 10-year old girl hit by a stray bullet. Springfield Police Commissioner John Barbieri 
said this violence is not random. He told 22News, “It's a result of gang activity. The suspects 
are gang involved. There seems to be a common theme amongst the shootings and violent 
incidents in the city.” Friday Morning; The Hall of Justice was locked down after shots were 
fired outside Juvenile Court. Police arrested Terrance Montgomery and Steven Keita a short 
time later. Thursday afternoon a man fired several shots at a group of people on Euclid 
Avenue. A 19-year old woman was shot, and a 10 year old girl hit by a stray bullet.  Both 
victims were treated at Baystate Medical Center and will be okay. A manhunt is underway for 
the shooter. Mayor Sarno is fed up. Wednesday, a man was attacked by a group of men as 
he got out of his car on Osgood Street. He was shot several times, but he's expected to 
survive. The District Attorney wants everyone to get involved. Mayor Sarno said the city of 
Springfield will continue to put pressure on the legislature for stricter bail for violent offenders. 
 
News    6/12/16   10pm           2:00 
 
People across the country tonight are praying and paying their respects for those killed and 
wounded in the Orlando shooting. Northampton's LGBT community joined together for a vigil 
to support those people killed in the attack at the Orlando night club. Members of the 
community told me this tragedy hits close their hearts. LGBT communities across the country 
are honoring those killed and wounded in Sunday's mass shooting at Pulse Night Club in 
Orlando Florida. At least 50 people were killed in the attack, and more than 50 other were 
wounded, some critically. The Northampton community gathered for a vigil at Northampton's 
City Hall to remember all those who lost their lives in Orlando and in support of the LGBT 
community across the nation. Clayton Madeira said, “Me and my friends just wanted to pay 
our respects and to bring in a little love on a day where there is a lot of hate.” The night club 
in Orlando catered to the gay community. Members of Northampton's LGBT community felt a 
deep connection to the victims of the attack. Paul Bosco told 22News, “It felt very personal to 
me. An attack on us like that...is an attack on every single one of us.” Northampton has a 
large LGBT community. Just last month, "Noho Pride" held their 35th annual Pride March and 
parade. In a statement on their website, Noho Pride said, “This horrific, intentional mass 
shooting will not stop us from our mission to ensure equality and acceptance in all areas of 
life for LGBT people.” The vigil formed quickly through social media after word began to 
spread of vigils taking elsewhere across the country.  A Springfield man is among the victims 
of the Mass Shooting.  His name is Stanley Almodovar, the third. Almodovar lived in 
Clermont, Florida, but he was from Springfield. He is among the 50 people murdered, and 
more than 50 wounded in this morning's mass shooting inside a gay night club in Orlando, 
Florida. A man with an assault rifle started shooting around 2:00 in the morning inside the 



club "Pulse."  SWAT team members killed him hours later in a shootout. This is now the 
deadliest mass shooting ever in the U-S, and the deadliest terror attack on U.S. soil since 
September 11th. President Obama called this both an act of terror and an act of hate. 
 
News    6/13/16   11pm           1:00 
 
The FBI and Orlando police are trying to determine whether Omar Mateen, the Orlando 
shooter, was a so-called lone-wolf terrorist. So far, it appears that the 29 year old security 
worker was acting alone when he stormed the Pulse night Club early Sunday, and opened 
fire inside with an assault rifle. There's growing evidence he was a mentally unbalanced, 
homophobic Muslim, which made him very susceptible to extremists. Professor George 
Michael told 22News, "Often they have nothing to lose, or very little to lose.  And so for that 
reason, they might actually be the best recruits for extremist organizations, because they're 
willing to carry out these attacks which might ultimately end in their deaths." Professor 
Michael told 22News that it appeared Mateen had been self-radicalized, and likely acted 
alone. 
 
News    6/16/16   11pm           1:00 
 
Narcotics detectives made a "Huge Heroin Seizure" in Springfield. More than 16-thousand 
bags. Police say they've interrupted a "large scale heroin distribution ring" in the city's North 
End. Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney said Narcotics detectives raided 10 Huntington 
Street Thursday morning. There were 16,776 bags of heroin, more than 11-thousand dollars 
in cash, a loaded semi-automatic pistol and smaller quantities of cocaine and marijuana. 
Police arrested two men and a woman. 35 Year old Moises Silva who lives at 10 Huntington. 
21-year-old Jeremy Crespo from Holyoke. And 24 year old Jereiska Fontanez, who also lived 
at the Huntington Street address. They're charged with Trafficking Heroin, illegal possession 
of a large-capacity firearm, and other drug charges. All three are being held without the right 
to bail pending their arraignments in Springfield district court. 
 
News    6/16/16   6pm           1:30 
 
A Springfield man and woman are being held without bail, accused of clubbing a man to 
death with the leg of a table. This is Richard Page and Ivey Johnson.  Springfield Police say 
Page used the leg of a table to beat 52 year old Eric Stephenson to death, while Johnson 
egged him on.   It all started around 6:30 Thursday morning, when police were called to 45 
Armory Street in Springfield, after an argument had turned violent. That's where officers 
found the 52 year-old Stephenson unconscious in the kitchen, suffering from a serious head 
injury. He was rushed to Baystate Medical Center, where he later died. The two suspects ran 
from the house following the deadly assault.  Police arrested them later that night. In 
Springfield District court on Friday, both suspects were charged with murder, and assault with 
intent to murder. The suspects were sent to prison, the judge refused to set a bail amount. 
They'll be back in court July 1st. Stephenson is the city's 6th homicide victim of 2016. 
 
News    6/24/16   10pm           1:30 
 



There has been a series of violent break-ins at local businesses in Chicopee, Agawam and 
Ludlow. Two businesses were broken into in Ludlow early Thursday morning. Windows were 
broken and merchandise stolen during those breaks. Then, this morning after midnight, some 
smashed their way into the Liquor Shed in Chicopee, stealing alcohol and other items. One 
business owner told 22News, they've invested in security measures to keep robbers away. 
Chicopee Police officer Mike Wilk told 22News, they are working with other police 
departments to determine if the same people are responsible for these break-ins. 
 
News    6/26/16   7am           1:30 
 
A woman was shot and wounded outside an apartment complex in Holyoke. At 11:30 
Saturday night, Holyoke police received a 911 call reporting that a woman had been shot 
outside this apartment complex on Barrett Avenue. Holyoke Police Sgt. Richard Stuart told 
22News when police got there, they found the woman with a gunshot wound on her 
torso. The woman was taken to Baystate Medical Center. Outside the apartment, there was a 
red car with a spoiler on the rear deck that had the rear passenger window 
smashed. Detectives are working to figure out how the car comes into play. 22News now 
knows the name of a woman who was shot and killed in Holyoke over the weekend. The 
Hampden County District Attorney's Office told 22News 31 year old Carmen Rosario was 
shot outside 4 Barrett Street around 11:30 Saturday night. She was rushed to Baystate 
Medical Center where she died. No arrests have been made. 
 
News    6/30/16   11pm           1:00 
 
No bail for two men arrested and accused of murdering a Holyoke woman this past weekend. 
21-year-old Isreal Rosado and 19-year-old Jonathan Carrion were arraigned on murder 
charges today in Holyoke District Court. 31-year-old Carmen Rosario was shot Saturday 
night outside an apartment on Barrett Avenue in Holyoke.  She died the next day. Hampden 
County DA Anthony Gulluni told 22News the victim was shot after a fight in a different 
community.  He said, “There was a period of time for this to cool down and the people 
involved to really make better choices it’s just a very tragic situation that was very avoidable.” 
Holyoke Police Chief James Neiswanger said additional arrests could be made. 
 
News    6/30/16   5pm           1:00 
 
Life in prison for a man who was convicted of shooting two people during a home invasion in 
Chicopee. 34-year-old William Wright of Westfield was sentenced in the February 2013 
incident on Madison Street. Wright shot two people, and then fired at a police officer, but 
narrowly missed.  He was found guilty on more than a dozen charges including five counts of 
assault with intent to murder. 



The following is WWLP programming addressing Education 
during the 2nd quarter of 2016.  These issues were addressed 
through our locally produced news programming. 
___________________________________________________________ 
   
News    4/01/16   5:30pm           2:00 
 
There aren't enough Charter schools for all the students who want to enroll, so they have a 
lottery system. Some parents say it's unfair, and even biased. 34,000 students are on wait 
lists to get into charter schools across Massachusetts. They're public schools, but operate 
independently of a school district. That means your tax money funds them. But the only way 
in is through a lottery system. Once vacant spots are filled, most remaining students go to a 
district school while on a wait list. Yansa Garcia said, "I don't think they should have to wait 
on a waiting list for it, you know what I mean, so I think it's unfair. I don't agree with it." Here 
at Veritas Prep Charter School in Springfield, there are about 200 students waiting to get into 
the 5th grade through 8th grade classrooms. Executive Director Rachel Romano told 22News 
despite what some people may think, they do not discriminate against anyone when sending 
out applications."  Romano said charter schools may vary, but at Veritas, they send an 
application to each Springfield student, regardless of learning ability, race or economic status. 
Rachel Romano told 22News, "We see nothing about any of the applicants for the lottery, 
except their address and Springfield residents get preference here because we're a 
Springfield school, but that's it. That's all we know about the students who apply." State 
senators are proposing to open more charter schools, at a 1.4 billion dollar expense to 
taxpayers over the next 7 years. Governor Charlie Baker wants to raise the cap on charter 
schools, but says this proposal would burden taxpayers and wouldn't alleviate the long 
waitlists. 
 
News    4/01/16   5am           1:30 
 
State senators are planning to take up a bill to boost charter school enrollment. The state 
Senate on Thursday unveiled legislation that expands access to charter schools by five-
percent over ten years. It would also invest more tax dollars into all public schools. It's 
expected to cost taxpayers one-point-four Billion dollars over seven years. State Sen. Karen 
Spilka said, “We're approximating it would be, to implement this, about $200 (million) give or 
take every year of the seven years." Critics worry that the Senate's proposal would force 
cities and towns to dedicate more money to fund both charter schools and district schools. 
This comes as charter school advocates push to get a question on the November ballot to 
allow for twelve   new   charter schools in Massachusetts each year. Senate President Stan 
Rosenberg said, “If the result is that the ballot question comes off, that would be terrific. I 
think that would be a terrific outcome." Republican Governor Charlie Baker is a vocal 
supporter of charter schools, but he's criticizing the Senate bill. He released a statement that 
reads, in part: "...the proposal offers no relief to 34,000 students currently on a waiting list to 
access high-performing public charter schools and the new mandates for local spending 
could place a further burden on taxpayers." 
 



News    4/08/16   11pm           1:00 
 
A Berkshire county school is officially being shut down after staff members were accused of 
abusing students. The Eagleton School in Great Barrington serves boys with developmental 
disabilities. The Department of Early Education and Care has revoked the school's license. 
The school will close once all of its remaining students have been transferred.  Four Eagleton 
employees were charged earlier this year with assault and battery on a disabled person. A 
fifth was charged with intimidating a witness and obstruction of justice. 
 
News    4/08/16   11pm           1:00 
 
For months, Hampden parents have been fighting to keep one of their schools from shutting 
down. Friday 22News found out how the possible closure could impact students in Wilbraham 
as well. Residents in Hampden and Wilbraham are trying to figure out what to do now that 
Burgess Middle School in Hampden could be closing. There's a proposal to shift the school's 
220 students to Wilbraham Middle School.  Parents are worried about the effects on 
students. The school could shut down because of declining enrollment and less state funding. 
That's why one Wilbraham parent said this merger isn't such a bad idea. No decisions were 
made Friday night.  But Hampden's Board of Selectman said progress was made. The 
Hampden school committee hopes to have a decision made by the end of the month, as to 
whether Burgess Middle School will actually shut down. 
 
News    4/09/16   10pm           1:00 
 
The charter school debate is heating up. The Senate voted 22 to 13 in favor of a proposal 
that would gradually allow more students to enroll in charters. Under the bill, the state would 
invest $200 million dollars a year in public education. It's expected to cost taxpayers more 
than one billion dollars over six years. Charter schools operate independently outside of the 
school district and offers more innovative ways of learning. The Senate bill also gives local 
school committees more control over charters that open in the district. Critics argue that 
expansion would take state resources away from district schools that serve the majority of 
students. One Chicopee residents would like to see more charter schools open up. The bill 
now heads to the House. Charter school advocates are also working to get a question on the 
November ballot. 
 
News    4/17/16   6pm           1:30 
 
For the next few days, dozens of western Massachusetts high school students will head 
South to visit historic Black college campuses. The students boarded the bus this morning at 
the Martin Luther King Junior Family Services in Springfield. It's a time honored tradition for 
minority students to consider going to an all-black college in the South. The weeklong college 
campus tour concludes on Friday.  The trip will take them to black colleges located as far 
South as Atlanta, Georgia. High school of commerce student Francisco Martinez told 
22News, he intends to make the most of this unique opportunity. 
 
News    4/21/16   5:30pm           1:30 



 
Governor Baker announced a new program to help students afford college. The program can 
save students an average of more than $5,000 toward their bachelor’s degree. Here's how it 
works. Every public two and four year campus in the state will give you a 10% rebate on the 
cost of tuition at the end of every semester you complete. Over four years that's an average 
of more than $5,000 in savings. In addition, students who maintain a GPA of 3.0 and get their 
associates degree in under two and half years at a community college would be eligible to 
have their full tuition cost waived once they transferred to either UMass or another state 
university. Governor Baker is also pushing lawmakers to support his plan to offer a tax 
deduction to people who invest money into a college 529 plan.  Massachusetts is one of only 
8 states that doesn't offer this tax deduction. 
 
News    4/21/16   6pm           1:30 
 
Hampshire College students are protesting the school's handling of sexual assault cases on 
campus. Hampshire College students blocked traffic on Bay Road on Wednesday near the 
Eric Carle Museum and classes were cancelled. It was the result of a meeting where 
hundreds gathered to hear victims of sexual assault share their stories. They carried 
mattresses on their backs and say the school is turning a blind eye to known rapists and is 
silencing the victims of sexual assault. 22News noticed a graffiti mural on campus with the 
words "expel rapists." 22News spoke with both students and the college's Chief Diversity 
Officer and Title IX Coordinator. Zon Wiley, a senior at Hampshire College said, “They need 
to expel rapists. All rapists. They shouldn't make this a place that is unsafe for victims to 
exist. They shouldn't silence survivors, which is what they do by not following their Title IX 
policy.” Diana Sutton-Fernandez, Chief Diversity Officer and Title IX Coordinator said, “We 
absolutely follow our Title IX policy and we review the policy annually. We have confidential 
resources for our students that includes our health and counseling services, our office of 
spiritual life, and the center for women and community.” The school say they will review their 
sexual assault policies and their Title IX policy. Students say they'll be planning more protests 
in the future. 
 
News    4/27/16   5:30pm           1:30 
 
 A lot of manufacturing takes place in Western Massachusetts.  It represents a lot of jobs 
here. This certainly is not the original, small, greasy, dark shops of 50 years ago. 22News 
toured Advance Manufacturing in Westfield where they're creating projects so large and 
secretive, we couldn't even show you them. Jeff Amanti said, “A ton of knowledge is required 
to run these machines. This is a million dollar machine behind us and you just can't come in 
off the street and run a machine like this. It takes years and years of training."  Business is 
booming, but there is a skills gap: Not as many people are trained for the jobs available. At 
Westfield Technical Academy, students learn the high-tech skills that are so desperately 
needed in the manufacturing industry right now. One week, they're in the classroom learning 
the fundamentals. The next week, they're out getting paid on a job to practice those skills. 18-
year-old students get paid close to 20 dollars an hour before graduating high school! They're 
applying classroom skills to the workforce. It's an approach several states, including 
Massachusetts, are embracing, in an effort to rebrand what was once considered "shop 



class" for struggling students. Now, it's an alternative that provides students with a diploma 
and skills set by graduation. 
 
News    4/27/16   5:30pm           1:30 
 
A new report suggests many graduating seniors won't be prepared for their college courses. 
High school seniors, you might find this report a little concerning.  It suggests only a third of 
seniors are prepared for college math and reading courses.  The National Assessment 
Governing Board' gives students a test every year, and issues the "nation's report card." The 
latest scores suggest only one in every four seniors is proficient or advanced in math. 37 
percent scored proficient or advanced in reading. AIC's Dean of undergraduate admissions 
told 22News many high schools are too focused on standardized testing, to fully prepare 
students for college courses. AIC Students are given a placement test before starting their 
freshman year. The results of that test determine whether they'll take a standard, or lower 
level math class. Scully said several other colleges also administer the same tests to their 
freshman. 
 
News    4/27/16   5pm           1:30 
 
College debt is a growing problem in the United States. In less than a month, college 
students across the U.S. will graduate with their bachelor’s degrees. For many, jobs are not 
guaranteed but one thing is; student loan debt. State Rep. Kate Campanale wants to create a 
tax deduction to help with the burden graduates face when they enter the working world. 
Employers would be allowed make direct contributions into a workers student debt and 
deduct that amount from taxable income, similar to a retirement plan. One Springfield College 
student told 22News that the thought of student loans played a big part in the decision 
making process when she was deciding where to go to school. According to Campanale, the 
average college student will graduate with at least 35,000 dollars in debt. Something that has 
stopped many young people from starting families or buying homes. 
 
News    4/29/16   5pm           1:30 
 
Two student deaths in less than 24 hours has left the UMass community in shock. The 
UMass campus has tens of thousands of students, it's basically a small city, but UMass 
Spokesman Ed Blaguszewski told 22News he can't remember the last time two students died 
so close together. In a period of 24 hours UMass students Aaron Beltzer and Johnathan 
Shaw were both found dead. It's up to a state medical examiner to determine what caused 
their deaths, but the Northwestern District Attorney's Office told 22News the deaths do not 
appear connected and neither one appears to be a crime.  One student told 22News he has a 
heavy heart. Johnathan Shaw was a senior math major. Aaron Beltzer was a graduate 
student in the Geosciences Department. UMass is making counseling resources available to 
all students who may need someone to talk to. 
 
News    4/29/16   5pm           1:30 
 



It's been one year since the state took over Holyoke schools. Longer school days and 
performance-based pay are among the many changes ahead for Holyoke schools. One year 
after the state voted to take control of the schools, 22News spoke with the man in charge of 
the turnaround plan: Dr. Stephen Zrike. The central office was audited to help redirect school 
funds. Next school year: more early childhood programs, dual enrollment opportunities, dual 
language classes and, longer school days. Though the district is still working out just how 
long they'll be. A new 1.2 million dollar program is in the works to keep, and recruit, skilled 
teachers. But how can a teacher's performance be evaluated? Zrike said it's based on 
administrative evaluations: how teachers work with families, classroom management, 
students test results, among other factors. School committee member at large Erin Brunelle 
would have liked to receive the increase of state tax money to the district, without the state's 
control. She's optimistic of teacher's pay incentives.  Erin Brunelle said, "I'm sure there's 
teachers that don't love the idea, but for me, I think it's really important as long as we're not 
tying it to the big test because not every student is going to test well." Dr. Zrike and Brunelle 
said most importantly, they've noticed more communication now among parents, teachers 
and students. 
 
News    5/9/16    5:30pm           1:30 
 
Dozens of college graduates were honored in a State House ceremony. The "29 Who Shine" 
Awards ceremony takes place every year during commencement season to honor 
outstanding graduates from each of the state's 29 public colleges and universities. Governor 
Charlie Baker presented an award to each of the twenty-nine graduates Monday. The 
Department of Higher Education launched the "29 Who Shine" Awards in 2011 to highlight 
the state colleges and universities' best and brightest. The honorees had to meet several 
requirements: from showing exceptional leadership skills, to continuing their studies or work 
here in Massachusetts. Chicopee's Alex Nally was honored for his leadership on LGBTQ 
issues at the Massachusetts College of Art and Design in Boston. Alex Nally said, "I put a lot 
of work, sweat and tears into my education at MassArt, but also it's really good because I feel 
like the state doesn't necessarily recognize the talent that comes out of western Mass." Nally 
will pursue a law degree at Northeastern University in the fall. He hopes to use his knowledge 
to strengthen LGBTQ services in the Pioneer Valley. 
 
News    5/16/16   11pm           1:30 
 
Springfield Public Schools say their program designed to connect young men from low-
income families with college is working. The "100 Males to College" initiative celebrated its 59 
graduating seniors at City Stage in Springfield tonight. All are heading to college, except 3 
who enlisted in the military. Springfield public schools partnered with the state Dept. of Higher 
Education and local colleges to mentor and prepare these young men for college.  Next 
year's high school seniors will act as mentors for the next wave of young men selected to 
participate in next year's program. 
 
News    5/19/16   5:30pm           1:00 
 



The Springfield Diocese has named the interim head of the new Pope Francis High School. 
Bishop Mitchell Rozanski has appointed Dr. Thomas McDowell to run the school. McDowell is 
a retired school superintendent from Connecticut. A national search for a permanent Head of 
School is underway. The new Pope Francis High School is expected to open in 2018. 
Students will attend school on the Holyoke Catholic Campus until construction is complete. 
 
News    5/25/16   10pm           2:00 
 
UMass today became the nation's first major public university to divest in fossil fuel 
companies. The UMass Foundation Board of directors voted unanimously. The Foundation 
oversees the University's 770-million dollar endowment. The decision comes after hundreds 
of students protested on campus, demanding the university commit to divest. 34 students 
were arrested for occupying the Whitmore administration building. UMass President Marty 
Meehan said in addition to divestment, he also plans to tap into the 900-thousand dollars in 
the President's Science and Technology Initiative Fund for sustainability projects.   
 
News    5/26/16   10pm           1:30 
 
Some Chicopee teachers and school officials will be losing their jobs. It's an attempt to try 
and close a nearly 5-million dollar budget deficit. Superintendent of schools Richard Rege 
asked the city council for help. He said the deficit keeps growing, in large part due to a lack of 
state funding, and higher operating costs. He said up to 140 school officials could be out of a 
job next year. Mayor Richard Kos told 22News the city council proposed raising taxes by $50 
a year, to help cover some of the deficit. The council will vote on it June 30th. The 
Superintendent said either way, layoff notices will go out in June, although he couldn’t say 
how many at this point.  
 
News    6/8/16    5:30pm           1:30 
 
Tuition is going up at UMass for the coming school year. A vote on that was supposed to take 
place, but UMass President Marty Meehan decided instead to wait until July. They want to 
first see how much money they'll get from the state, before deciding how much more they'll 
charge students. The house version of the budget gives UMass $508-million but 
there's $521-million dollars in the senate version. Both are significant increases over last year 
when UMass received just under $501-million. President Meehan said he expects the 
increase to be reasonable, but one person told 22News they think the state should cover the 
cost of public higher education. Jesse Crafts-Finch told 22News, “I personally think that 
education should be funded by the state. It helps business all around. It helps people prepare 
for the workforce, and I think it's one of the better things we could be doing with our tax 
money.” Tuition increases were frozen for two years until UMass approved a 5% hike last 
year. 
 
News    6/14/16   5:30pm           1:30 
 
The Holyoke School District is highlighting the importance of parents involved in education. In 
the first year of the state's turnaround plan for Holyoke Schools, a major goal has been 



turning around parents' views of the struggling system. The district's leader Dr. Stephen 
Zrike, has focused on getting more parent involvement in education. He thanked those 
parents Tuesday morning. The state invested in opening an Office of Family and Community 
Engagement in February. Families are joining forces through a program called PMAD: 
Parents Making a Difference. Chairyn Pagan told 22News, "Every month we reunite like in 
the welcome center at Morgan School and we decide things to do for the kids." Dr. Zrike 
encouraged parents to continue pushing the District to improve and ask schools how their 
children's education is going. This summer, in mid-July, he and other members of the school 
district will be touring the Holyoke neighborhoods, asking them get involved. Administrators 
are noticing a difference in their students. John Breish, the Principal of the Sullivan School 
said, "They're getting a unified message of how important school is. And when that doesn't 
exist, it makes it harder for us to work with the kids." Also part of the turnaround plan: School 
days will be extended to at least 7.5 hours for grades K-8 starting in the fall. 

 
News    6/15/16   6pm           1:30 
 
The Mohawk regional and Hawlemont school districts are expected to reopen tomorrow. All 
schools were closed today after an unspecified threat. Superintendent Michael Buoniconti 
told 22News state and local police searched every school this morning and no threats were 
found. The threat was made in an anonymous letter sent to police. The letter said the 
potential attack would be carried out before the end of the school year. Wednesday was 
treated like a snow day. The last day of school will be Friday for students, and Monday for 
staff. 
 
News    6/16/16   6pm           1:30 
 
The state's teachers union is frustrated by a new rating system, meant to determine whether 
teachers are helping students succeed. Many school districts are having a tough time 
implementing the new "impact rating" system. The teachers' union is calling the test both 
burdensome and unfair. The Massachusetts teachers' union is urging state lawmakers to 
eliminate the new "impact rating system," which requires students to evaluate their teachers 
at the beginning and end of each school year. The rating system would apply to all educators, 
even art, P-E and music teachers. The union argues the test is both unreliable and unfair. 
Barbara Madeloni, President, Mass. Teachers Association said, “Part of why we can't do that 
is because children come to us from complex situations. The context of a child's life is going 
to impact how they do on any given test." The State put the student impact ratings in place 
to help teachers reflect on their own abilities, and the impact they're having on their students' 
learning. A skeptical Somerville state Senator Patricia Jehlen told 22News she doubts any 
test can fully determine a teacher's capabilities. State Sen. Patricia Jehlen said, “Take action 
to just remove the state mandate just on the student impact ratings. The rest of the 
evaluations system, no one is complaining about." The teachers' union believes the 
state should rely more on classroom observations, and begin a conversation with teachers 
about school work. 22News contacted the Department of Elementary and Secondary 
Education to get their take on the impact rating system, but didn't hear back by news time. 
 
News    6/21/16   6pm           1:30 



 
The Holyoke School District has laid off 74 teachers. 22News spoke with Holyoke Schools 
Receiver, Dr. Stephen Zrike who said the teachers were notified their contracts weren't 
renewed due to shifts in programs, budget constraints, or a lack of proper certification. He 
said it had nothing to do with the fact the district is entering into its second year of under state 
control. Dr. Zrike said 74 is actually fewer than last year when 78 teachers were laid off, and 
two years ago when 124 teachers were laid off. This does not mean 74 jobs were cut: He 
said the district is actively looking to fill a majority of those positions, and some who were laid 
off may return. Dr. Stephen Zrike said, "Some of them were excellent additions to the staff, 
and if they're able to make progress in their certification, then we would certainly ask them to 
come back and we will be asking some of those staff to come back." Dr. Zrike said to balance 
the budget for the next fiscal year, they did have to cut 17 positions in the central office in 
order to keep the same resources for classrooms. 
 
News    6/24/16   10pm           1:30 
 
The Springfield Catholic Diocese is auctioning off some of the treasures salvaged from 
Cathedral High School for a good cause. The old Cathedral was destroyed by the June First 
Tornado five years ago. Items up for auction, included, varsity jackets, trophies, t-shirts, and 
signed memorabilia from some of the schools athletes, who went on to play professional 
sports. Auction proceeds will help pay tuition for some worthy students. Cathedral High 
School and Holyoke Catholic are merging. The new combined school will be Pope Francis 
high school. It's set to open in two years on the site of the former Cathedral High. 
 
 



The following is WWLP programming addressing Environment 
during the 2nd quarter of 2016.  These issues were addressed 
through our locally produced news programming. 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
News    4/19/16   6pm           1: 00  
 
A red flag warning is in effect for western Massachusetts because of the high risk for brush 
fires. There was a brush fire behind Jarvis Heights apartments on Gerard Way in Holyoke. 
These dry conditions paired with a strong breeze cause this three acre brush fire to start. And 
when you see all these dry leaves and sticks that adds more fuel to the fire, so they can 
spread pretty fast. Crews are here working to put out the flames, and say the fire is now 
mostly under control. 
 
News    4/20/16   6pm           1: 00  
 
A Red Flag Warning was issued again for all of western Massachusetts. A Red Flag Warning 
means that not only is the brush fire danger high but gusty winds can cause any fires that 
start to spread very quickly and they could get out of control. According to DCR Chief Fire 
Warden Dave Celino we are dealing with super dry conditions and even larger trees and 
branches like debris from the microburst in Easthampton a couple of years ago, will burn very 
easily. Celino says ideally we could use about an inch of rain over about an 8 to 10 hour 
periods to help lower the brush fire danger. Because the winds were lighter here in western 
Massachusetts this afternoon firefighters were able to get most of the brush fires under 
control.   
 
News    4/21/16   11pm           1: 00  
 
The air quality in two western Massachusetts counties could be putting your health at risk. It's 
possible you live in a neighborhood with low ranked air quality. The American Lung 
Association compiled air monitoring data collected between 2012 and 2014. It factors in 
population, number of residents with asthma, and days where air quality was poor. Berkshire 
County was the only county with a passing grade of a "C".  They found Hampshire and 
Hampden counties received an "F" for their total number of days with unhealthy smog 
quality. This is how it works. Any county that averages more than 3 days per year with high 
ozone levels receives an "F".  Hampshire County averaged 4 days. Hampden County 
averaged nearly 5. Both failed. Levels of smog there were high enough to potentially harm 
anyone sensitive to unhealthy air: that includes newborns, the elderly, and anyone with 
asthma. According to the American Lung Association, about 96-thousand people had asthma 
last year in western Massachusetts. That's about 13% of the population. Franklin county 
received an "incomplete." The two counties that received a passing grade of "C", were 
Berkshire and Suffolk Counties, at both ends of the state.   
 
News    4/22/16   6pm           1: 30  
 



Friday is the 46th anniversary of Earth Day. Being more green was definitely the 
theme. Earth Day was founded in 1970 as a day of education about environmental issues. It's 
now a globally celebrated holiday. At CMS Landscaping in Holyoke they held an Earth Day 
"Day of Service" event. In their back lot they planted trees and shrubs and put in sprinklers in 
area that can be used by the neighborhood. One way to commemorate Earth Day is by doing 
some planting.  And that's what kids from the Holyoke Boys and Girls Club did.  People's 
Bank commemorated Earth Day by handing out plants and seeds to their customers.  Several 
of the bank's branches also have electric vehicle charging stations that can be used by 
customers and anyone else in the public who pulls in. The idea behind Earth day is to not 
only be environmentally conscious today but to be that way year round. 
 
News    4/25/16   6pm           1: 30  
 
We've been talking about the impact of El Nino since last year, but we'll soon have to deal 
with weather influenced by "La Nina." La Nina is the opposite of El Nino. And it will bring 
different weather patterns to western Massachusetts. According to the national weather 
service, we could be transitioning to a La Nina by spring or early summer. This is something 
that usually happens after a strong El Nino year. La Nina occurs when colder water builds up 
in the Pacific Ocean off the west coast.  This can affect weather patterns, including our 
hurricane season, possibly making it more active. NOAA will release their 2016 Atlantic 
Hurricane Season outlook on May 27th. 
 
News    4/26/16   11pm           1: 30  
 
The governor wants more schools to test their drinking water for lead and other 
contaminants. Granby schools recently benefited from water testing, after detecting elevated 
levels of lead in taps and fountains. In 2014, Granby Junior/Senior High, and East Meadow 
school found lead in the drinking water almost 5-times greater than acceptable 
levels. February testing revealed a decrease to just over double acceptable levels. Now, 
Governor Baker's giving 2-million dollars to school districts to lead-test their water.  The 
funding could help more than 17-hundred schools design water sampling programs. It would 
also help schools that test high for lead to fix the problem. Training is also included.  The 
funding will allow schools to test their water this spring. They're contacting schools now to get 
involved. 22News waited for 2 hours to speak with Granby School Superintendent Judith 
Houle. She refused to comment on any updates to the school's water testing. Lead can get 
into drinking water through plumbing fixtures in buildings that are more than 20 years old.   
 
News    5/27/16   6pm          1: 00  
 
NOAA will issue its initial outlook for the 2016 Atlantic hurricane season. Experts will also 
highlight upgrades and new tools that will contribute to more precise hurricane tracking. 
These upgrades will improve NOAA's ability to communicate risk from tropical systems to the 
public and emergency managers. The hurricane season runs from June 1st through 
November 30th. NOAA is forecasting a near normal season but there is some uncertainty in 
how strong the expected La Nina pattern will be which favors more tropical activity.  NOAA is 
predicting a 70 percent likelihood of 10 to 16 named storms, 4 to 8 of which could become 



hurricanes and 1 to 4 could become major hurricanes with winds of 111 mph or higher. The 
last tropical system to really affect us here in western Massachusetts was Tropical Storm 
Irene in 2011. We've already had an A storm. Hurricane Alex formed in the far eastern 
Atlantic back in January.  Right now we're watching a disturbance off the Carolina coast. 
There's a chance it could develop into a Tropical Storm and it would be named Bonnie. 
 
News    5/29/16   7am          5: 00  
 
The June 1st, 2011 tornado killed three people and left several communities in western 
Massachusetts from Westfield to Charlton devastated. The main twister along with two 
smaller tornadoes had started in West Springfield and continued for nearly 30 miles crossing 
over the Connecticut River into the city of Springfield. In Monson, People lost their homes, 
and the church lost its steeple. The June 1st, 2011 tornado started in Westfield and traveled 
over 30 miles to Charlton leaving a path of destruction in its wake. Monson residents could 
see the debris coming over the horizon just before the clock struck 5 o'clock that day. Many 
of the old houses that were built on stacked granite block foundations unanchored were 
picked right up and tossed around. The First Church of Monson also fell in the tornados path. 
Robert Disteph led 22News up the First Church of Monson's steeple steps to take a look at 
the repairs that the community helped invest in along with insurance. The first church of 
Monson suffered millions of dollars in damages. It took about $2.4 million to replace its 
steeple, but it also served as a focal point for the community to gather in a time of trouble. 
Now the bell tolls again and you can hear the church choir singing. The Church is holding a 
Tornado Remembrance Walk at 5 o'clock on Wednesday for the fifth anniversary of the 
Tornado. West Springfield recalls the storm with sorrow because of the death of Angelique 
Guerrero. The courageous woman died protecting her 15 year old daughter from the 
collapsing ceiling. Angelique was later saluted as a homedtown hero. But the people who 
survived that terrible when the storm tore through the Merrick neighborhood will always carry 
the memories of that day. The tornado did not stay around long, but left enough damage for a 
long clean-up process after.  One resident from West Springfield who lived through the 
tornado told 22News he knows better now when he hears there is a tornado watch or 
warning. The rebuilding after the tornado looks a lot better after 5 years, there still is some 
visible damage to some houses and trees that bring back memories for some. For those lives 
that were taken, a memorial and garden reminds those to never forget. And To remember, it 
can happen again.  
 
News    6/8/16    5pm          1: 30  
 
The Atlantic hurricane season officially started last week.  Hurricane Alex formed in the far 
eastern Atlantic way back in January. And recently it's been the south that has been hit hard 
by the last two tropical storms. South Carolina experienced major flooding from Tropical 
Storm Bonnie just before the hurricane season officially started. Tropical Storm Colin caused 
major flooding over parts of Florida earlier this week. It may not have been a hurricane but 
tropical storms can still cause a lot of damage. We're also coming up on the 5th year 
anniversary of a tropical storm that caused a lot of flooding here in western 
Massachusetts. On August 28, 2011 Tropical Storm Irene caused major flooding all across 
New England. The worst flooding in western Massachusetts occurred in Shelburne Falls 



along the Deerfield River. NOAA is forecasting a near normal hurricane season this year but 
there is some uncertainty if a developing La Nina could make for more activity. NOAA is 
predicting a 70 percent likelihood of 10 to 16 named storms, 4 to 8 of which could become 
hurricanes and 1 to 4 could become major hurricanes. Right now there is another disturbance 
near Cuba that the Hurricane Center is keeping a close eye on. 
 
News    6/16/16   5:30pm     1: 30  
 
The summer solstice is almost here. What does a solstice mean? Well basically it's the first 
day of summer. When you have an equinox that's the beginning of autumn or spring. The 
beginning of summer or winter is called a solstice. In the northern hemisphere the summer 
solstice means the sun’s rays are the most direct they will be for the rest of the year. The 
earth’s axis causes this. A 23.5 degree tilt points the northern hemisphere toward the sun in 
the spring and summer and the southern hemisphere away from the sun in our summer, so it 
is their winter. Summer officially begins Monday, June 20th and 6:34pm. On that day the sun 
is highest in the sky, it's the longest day of the year. Problem is, after the first day of summer, 
the length of daylight starts getting shorter and the length of the night starts getting longer. So 
enjoy these long summer days while you can even as they start getting shorter. 
 
News    6/28/16   5:30pm     1: 30 
 
Changing weather patterns are making it difficult for fishermen here in the Northeast. 
Schermerhorn's seafood owner Mike Fitzgerald told 22News it’s been an average season so 
far, but some things have been different. The fast changing weather patterns here in the 
Northeast interfered with the timing to catch certain kinds of fish. It’s been the cooler weather 
patterns that has thrown some fishermen off. Timing has certainly been off for catching 
lobster. Besides the weather, restrictions are playing a big role in the lack of consumption. 
This year cod is being restricted by 65%, putting a cut on the catch. This has thrown the cod 
market way off making cod more expensive.   
 
 



 

The following is WWLP programming addressing Government 
during the 2nd quarter of 2016.  These issues were addressed 
through our locally produced news programming. 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
News    4/01/16   5am           1:30 
 
State senators are planning to take up a bill to boost charter school enrollment. The state 
Senate on Thursday unveiled legislation that expands access to charter schools by five-
percent over ten years. It would also invest more tax dollars into all public schools. It's 
expected to cost taxpayers one-point-four Billion dollars over seven years. State Sen. Karen 
Spilka said, “We're approximating it would be, to implement this, about $200 (million) give or 
take every year of the seven years." Critics worry that the Senate's proposal would force 
cities and towns to dedicate more money to fund both charter schools and district schools. 
This comes as charter school advocates push to get a question on the November ballot to 
allow for twelve   new   charter schools in Massachusetts each year. Senate President Stan 
Rosenberg said, “If the result is that the ballot question comes off, that would be terrific. I 
think that would be a terrific outcome." Republican Governor Charlie Baker is a vocal 
supporter of charter schools, but he's criticizing the Senate bill. He released a statement that 
reads, in part: "...the proposal offers no relief to 34,000 students currently on a waiting list to 
access high-performing public charter schools and the new mandates for local spending 
could place a further burden on taxpayers." 
 
News    4/01/16   5:30pm           1:30 
 
Beacon Hill lawmakers are working on a multi-billion dollar state budget. House Speaker 
Robert DeLeo said on a Boston-based radio program this week that the House plans to 
spend about $39.4 billion dollars in fiscal 2017. That's less than Governor Baker's proposal, 
but not by much. Both budgets will increase state spending by three-percent. We'll know the 
full details when House budget writers unveil their bill in a couple of weeks. Western 
Massachusetts lawmakers told me that the legislature is trying not to overspend. Governor 
Baker dedicated 206 million dollars to the state's emergency fund, rather than spending that 
money. As the House put the finishing touches on their budget proposal, State 
Representative Paul Mark told 22News that he hasn't been getting too many requests for 
more state funding. State Rep. Paul Mark said, “Well, I've been kind of surprised this year 
that I haven't been getting the same level of budget requests that I normally get during this 
time of the year, so I'm assuming that people are basically happy with the funding levels 
proposed by the governor especially when it comes to state agencies and such." Both the 
governor and the House Speaker have ruled out raising taxes this year. 
 
News    4/01/16   6pm           2:00 
 
The federal government is partnering with the Massachusetts Institute of Technology to 
develop cutting edge clothing. This is very much a new and innovative industry where the 



goal is to create revolutionary fabrics that include lightweight protective gear to help keep 
service members safe. Massachusetts could soon lead the nation in creating state of the art, 
high-tech clothing. The U-S Department of Defense is teaming up with the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology to spearhead this budding industry. Governor Charlie Baker said, 
"Massachusetts researchers and employers will collaborate to unlock new advances in 
military technology, medical care, wearable technology and fashion." The Baker 
administration has committed forty million dollars to the partnership, the federal government 
seventy-five million dollars. These highly-functional fabrics can protect firefighters from the 
hottest flames, and detect whether a wounded soldier needs to be treated with a 
compression bandage. US Secretary of Defense Ash Carter told reporters that the 
development of these so-called "smart fibers" would play a major role in the fight against 
ISIS. Sec. Ash Carter said, "A number of these fabrics are much more lightweight and shed 
heat better and that's not an insignificant matter when you're a soldier and you're carrying 
around a lot of weight."  MIT Materials Science Professor Yoel Fink told 22News that these 
advanced textiles could make it easier for the average citizen to charge their cell phones. 
Yoel Fink said, "Imagine now, cloth or clothes that have built-in batteries, but it's not added to 
the cloth - it is the cloth." The Obama administration says the American textile industry is 
making a comeback. Close to 900-thousand manufacturing jobs have been created since 
2010. 
 
News    4/04/16   5:30pm           1:30 
 
Top state leaders are trying to stop a ballot question that would allow for up to a dozen new 
charter schools in Massachusetts each year. State senators are facing a Tuesday deadline to 
request changes to a bill aimed at expanding access to charter schools. Right now, an 
estimated 34-thousand Massachusetts students are on a waitlist to get into a charter school. 
Charters are public schools, but they operate independently outside of a school district. That 
means they compete with traditional public schools for funding. The state Senate plans to 
take up a bill on Thursday that would lift the cap on charter schools by five-percent over ten 
years. The proposal cost taxpayers close to one-and-a-half billion dollars to implement. Top 
state leaders told 22News Monday that the goal is to avoid a ballot question in November. 
Governor Charlie Baker said, "I would love to see us get this done legislatively because I 
think in many ways that would be the preferred alternative, but what I really want is to see it 
get done." 22News be working to get reaction from Western Massachusetts senators when 
the bill goes up on Thursday. 
 
News    4/05/16   6pm           1:30 
 
It's a controversial proposal known as "Rattlesnake Island." Four Western Massachusetts 
lawmakers have serious concerns about the plan to establish a colony of rattlesnakes in the 
Quabbin Reservoir. Western Massachusetts lawmakers want answers, before the state 
moves forward with a plan to breed venomous Timber rattlesnakes on an isolated island in 
the Quabbin Reservoir. State Rep. Susannah Whipps Lee said, "If our constituents are 
concerned and the residents or visitors to the area are concerned - we should listen to them 
and make sure their voices are heard." Four area legislators signed a letter urging Energy 
and Environmental Affairs Secretary Matt Beaton to delay the plan until after an oversight 



hearing on May 10th. Longmeadow State Senator Eric Lesser, among others, is worried that 
these venomous snakes will swim to shore, and potentially bite people who fish, hike and live 
near the Quabbin. Westfield State Senator Don Humason did not sign the letter. He told 22 
News sees the importantance of preventing native rattlers from becoming extinct. State Sen. 
Don Humason said, “We believe in the Hollywood examples of snakes as the predator. 
(Snakes on a Plane?) I love that movie, but even so, we have to be concerned of the fact that 
they are endangered species." Fisheries and Wildlife maintains that the public won't be in 
danger.  State lawmakers just want to be a part of the discussion. The oversight hearing will 
take place on May tenth at eleven AM, at Athol Town Hall. 
 
News    4/05/16   6pm           1:30 
 
Dozens of city employees who are required to live in Springfield, don't. If you are a Springfield 
city employee, for the past 20 years there's been a residency requirement to live in the 
city. The 22News I-Team obtained documents showing the number of waivers requested and 
granted in the past three years. 43 residency waivers have been requested.  All were granted 
with a permanent or temporary waiver. Only 11 employees have moved to Springfield. Mayor 
Domenic Sarno approves these waivers. The city council wants to limit the mayor's ability to 
allow city employees to live outside the city.  The City Council voted 11-2 Monday night to 
override the Mayor's veto of that plan. City councilor Bud Williams told 22News the residency 
requirement is not being enforced. Not all city employees need a waiver, including police 
officers, firefighters and teachers.  The city ordinance currently says the Mayor can waive the 
residency requirement if the city would be better served by someone who doesn't live in 
Springfield. The city attorney said the city council can't take away the mayor's powers in this 
case.  Councilor Williams says they'll challenge that opinion. 
 
News    4/05/16   5:30pm           1:30 
 
Massachusetts' tax structure may be changing for the people who make the most money. Tax 
season is upon us and people across America are scrambling to figure out how much they 
owe Uncle Sam. Now State senate president Stanley Rosenberg is proposing a change in 
the tax structure that would add a 4% surtax to Massachusetts biggest earners. A lot would 
need to change here in Massachusetts before this surtax could be implemented, starting with 
how Massachusetts residents are taxed. Changing the tax structure would require a 
constitutional amendment. Raise up Massachusetts is the group behind this proposed 
amendment which the Department of revenue has estimated would generate between 1.6 to 
2.2 billion dollars. This would affect the more than 19,000 tax payers that make up half of the 
top 1%. According to state estimates, 86% of affected tax payers would be married couples 
who file jointly and 11% would be individual filers who earn over $1 million. This idea isn't 
sitting well with some residents. To become a ballot question at least 50 lawmakers from the 
house and senate must vote in consecutive sessions to advance the amendment. At the 
earliest, this amendment wouldn't go before voters until November of 2018. 
 
News    4/05/16   5pm           1:30 
 



A new poll shows most Americans are dissatisfied with the government. A Quinnipiac 
University Poll surveyed about 1,400 voters nationwide finding that most are dissatisfied with 
the country at this point. The poll found most voters believe the U.S. has lost its identity. The 
study found many voters, especially Republicans that are Donald Trump supporters are 
dissatisfied with their status and the status of the country.  Trump supporters were also found 
to want a leader who wants to ignore the rules. A majority say they are falling behind 
financially and their beliefs and values are under attack by public officials who don't care what 
they think. Haymarket Cafe owner Peter Simpson said, “Frustrated across the board, people 
who are supporting Trump and also people who are supporting Bernie Sanders. There is a 
frustration in that why aren't I getting paid better, why am I not necessarily doing better than 
my parents, and what hopes do I have for my children? And these questions are valid 
concerns for all of us.” There was widespread agreement among Republican and Democratic 
voters that public officials don't care much what people think. There was also agreement that 
we need a leader who is willing to do or say anything to solve America's problems.  
 
News    4/06/16   5pm           1:30 
 
After a lot of controversy surrounding the town's select board, there's a chance for new 
leadership in East Longmeadow. A major vote next week could change East Longmeadow's 
town government. This comes amid anger and controversy surrounding the town's current 
leadership. Residents met Wednesday night to learn about a charter they'll vote to adopt or 
reject on Tuesday. One of the biggest proposed changes replaces the 3-member board of 
selectmen with a 7-member town council. The Town council would elect a president and a 
vice president, and a Town Manager would be appointed. These residents still question 
whether or not the charter will improve their town, given the current controversy of their 
leadership. I think what we need to do is evaluate our 3 board selectmen that we have. From 
there, we can try to regenerate the board of selectmen. The Charter Commission wrote in the 
proposed charter: “It was evident that the town's current form of government does not, and 
cannot, provide the structure to successfully sustain the growth we... expect to see in the 
future." It will be decided next week. The vote to change the charter will be held Tuesday, 
April 12th.   
 
News    4/06/16   5:30pm           1:30 
 
House lawmakers passed a bill today to expand the use of solar energy. State lawmakers 
want to give people more incentives to switch to solar energy, but customers without solar 
panels may be the ones covering the cost. The state's "net metering" program allows solar 
customers to sell energy they don't use back to the electric grid in exchange for credits. 
Massachusetts hit its net metering "cap" last year, bringing many solar projects to a halt. 
House lawmakers spent much of Wednesday debating a bill to raise the cap on the amount 
of energy that can be sold back to the grid by three-percent. Some utility companies argue 
that residents without solar panels would end up footing the bill. The proposal would allow 
utility companies to charge solar customers a fee to maintain the grid. State Rep. Joe 
Wagner said,  “The more solar that's on the grid, the better the cost at which that utility can 
then provide energy to the end user, even if that energy isn't solar."  The bill still 
needs approval from the Senate, before the Governor could sign it into law. 



News    4/07/16   11pm           1:30 
 
East Longmeadow is looking to change the way the town government operates. East 
Longmeadow residents will vote next week to change the town government.  If the charter 
change is approved, a 7-member town council would replace the three-member board of 
selectmen and the town meeting. The charter commission's been working on this proposal 
since last year. One resident told 22News, he's worried about town meeting members losing 
their voice.  Longtime resident Richard Thurmburg told 22News, the town needs qualified 
leaders. East Longmeadow will spend an additional 125-thousanmd dollars to fund a new 
town manager and town council. That's out of the town's 52 million dollar budget.  Residents 
will vote on the charter change April 12th. 
 
News    4/07/16   6pm           1:30 
 
Massachusetts voters may soon decide whether to legalize recreational marijuana. The 
recreational use of marijuana is legal is 4 states, and Massachusetts voters may decide if we 
should be the 5th, in November. In 2008, Massachusetts voted to decriminalize up to an 
ounce of the drug. Four years later, in 2012, voters said it should be legal for medical 
purposes. This coming November, voters may decide if it should be legal for recreational use. 
Only 4 states have said yes. These are the types of grocery items you could see at the store 
if marijuana becomes legal for recreational use. These Pot Tarts are already being sold in 
states where marijuana is legal, including Colorado. Foods like Ganja Joy, Rasta Reeces and 
Twixed. Stephanie Sousbies said, “I'm in favor of legalization. It's been used as a medicine 
for centuries. So why not make it legal for those who need it. I think it’s a great proactive way 
to show that we are modern here.” But Karen Walsh-Pio of the South Hadley Drug and 
Alcohol Prevention Coalition told 22News the cannabis of decades ago is a more toxic drug 
today. Karen Walsh-Pio said, “The drug of 30 years ago was about 2% potent with THC, the 
active ingredient. The current measurements in Colorado are between 15 and 18% and the 
edible can run as high as 70%.” It's widely debated if marijuana is a gateway drug that can 
lead to use of harder drugs later in life. Benjamin Krell said, “I've know too many people who 
are on harder drugs and too many people who are smoking marijuana and it really doesn't 
lead to that unless you are in with certain crowds.” Research shows the young adult brain is 
still developing until age 25. Those is favor of the ballot question say marijuana should be 
taxed just like alcohol. Those opposed, say the extra money wouldn't be enough to cover the 
increase in medical costs that would come from the full legalization of the drug. 
 
News    4/07/16   5:30pm           1:30 
 
The state attorney general is working with law enforcement to stop human 
trafficking. Attorney General Maura Healey said that the average age of girls who enter the 
sex trade is between twelve and fourteen-years old. AG Healey is teaming up with the 
Massachusetts State Police and Homeland Security to end human trafficking involving some 
of the state's most vulnerable residents. Traffickers and pimps tend to prey on the weak - 
women with a history of domestic violence, sexual assault and women desperate for money 
and shelter. The Attorney General said these victims are forced to provide sex for profit, and 
oftentimes don't see the money. Victim advocacy groups believe that online forums are 



fueling the sex trade. The goal now is to criminally charge both the pimps, and the men who 
buy sex. Dhakir Warren, of Demand Abolition said, "Without the buyers, all of this stops. 
Quite simply, no buyers, no business." Over the past five years, the Attorney General's office 
has prosecuted twenty-five people under the state's human trafficking law. 
 
News    4/09/16   10pm           1:00 
 
The charter school debate is heating up. The Senate voted 22 to 13 in favor of a proposal 
that would gradually allow more students to enroll in charters. Under the bill, the state would 
invest $200 million dollars a year in public education. It's expected to cost taxpayers more 
than one billion dollars over six years. Charter schools operate independently outside of the 
school district and offers more innovative ways of learning. The Senate bill also gives local 
school committees more control over charters that open in the district. Critics argue that 
expansion would take state resources away from district schools that serve the majority of 
students. One Chicopee residents would like to see more charter schools open up. The bill 
now heads to the House. Charter school advocates are also working to get a question on the 
November ballot. 
 
News    4/11/16   6pm           1:30 
 
Governor Charlie Baker signed a new law today expanding solar energy in Massachusetts. 
The new law will lift the cap on the amount of energy a solar customer can sell back to the 
electric grid in exchange for credits on their bills. Governor Charlie Baker on Monday signed 
a new law that will allow businesses and communities to move forward with solar projects 
that had been stalled. Governor Baker thanked the legislature for working out a tough 
compromise. Governor Charlie Baker said, "To settle on a bill that I believe creates the 
certainty, and the path forward that's required for Massachusetts to continue to be a leader in 
the solar industry." The bill raises the cap on so-called "net metering" by three-percent. The 
program allows solar customers to sell energy they don't use back to the grid in exchange for 
credits on their electric bills. Pittsfield State Senator Ben Downing told 22News that this 
program would help homeowners and small businesses save some money on energy. State 
Sen. Ben Downing said, “Most people, if they are looking at putting a solar array on their roof 
or at their business, will continue to receive the full benefit of this program." This new law is 
just a temporary fix. Senator Downing added that it's likely that state lawmakers will consider 
raising the net metering caps again within the next nine months. Top state leaders are also 
trying to figure out how Massachusetts can incorporate hydro and wind power into the clean 
energy mix. We'll see how that plays out over the next couple of months. 
 
News    4/12/16   11pm           1:30 
 
The results are in! East Longmeadow residents have approved a new town Charter! This will 
change the town's government. 22News was there and talked to voters after they cast their 
ballots Tuesday night. Many said recent allegations of bribery and corruption influenced their 
decision. East Longmeadow voters approved a new town charter by a margin of three-to 
two. That means that, as of July 1st, the current 3-member board of selectmen and the town 
administrator will cease to exist. They'll be replaced by a 7-member town council and town 



manager. This all comes amid anger and controversy surrounding the town's leadership. For 
the past month 22News has been covering allegations of corruption and bribery among the 
select board. At a prior meeting, two select board members ousted the chairman, and made 
other key decisions. That's when they offered "interim" town administrator Gregg Neffinger a 
permanent contract, which he signed Tuesday. Even though Neffinger signed that contract, 
his position will cease to exist July 1st. July 1st is when the charter take effect. East 
Longmeadow will elect the 7-member town council June 7th. Also new, Kevin Manley was 
elected to the select board, but he won't serve long. He said he plans to run for town 
council.   
 
News    4/12/16   11pm           1:00 
 
And more controversy in Belchertown. The select board's upset the state held a meeting 
about rattlesnakes coming to the Quabbin, but never notified the board. Selectwoman Brenda 
Aldrich told 22News the state held the meeting March 14th, never told Belchertown's local 
government. Aldrich said it's not about whether it's a good idea to place rattlesnakes on an 
island in the Quabbin. There's supposed to be a vote on the rattlesnake relocation May 10th. 
Belchertown leaders are hoping to have that vote postponed until after they meet with 
representatives from the state department. 
 
News    4/13/16   11pm           1:30 
 
East Longmeadow's leadership is already changing. A new selectman is on board, and the 
newly reformulated select board tonight fired interim Town Administratior Gregg 
Neffinger. Following a month of controversy, East Longmeadow voters decided to change the 
way their town is governed. The first step: installing newly elected Kevin Manley to replace 
outgoing select-board member Angela Thorpe. Then, firing interim town administrator Gregg 
Neffinger. The board reversed the March vote to give Neffinger a permanent contract. By a 2-
1 vote, he was let go. More changes begin on July 1st, when the town's new charter will be 
adopted, and the current board of selectman dissolves. A new 7-member town council will be 
installed. They will elect a President, Vice President, and appoint a town manager. Until then, 
the powers of the current selectmen are limited. Town Council Elections will take place June 
7th.   
 
News    4/13/16   6pm           1:30 
 
$39 and a half billion dollars. That's how much House budget writers plan to spend in fiscal 
2017. Health care continues to be the single most expensive item in the state budget. 
Western Massachusetts lawmakers told me, they're trying to spend within their means. The 
Massachusetts House unveiled their state budget proposal Wednesday, totaling a whopping 
$39 and a half billion dollars. Forty-percent of your tax dollars would be spent on health care. 
State Rep. Brian Dempsey said, "Health care costs continue to be the single biggest, one of 
the biggest cost drivers in our state." Overall, state spending will grow by three-and-a-half 
percent over fiscal 2016. The majority of new spending would pay for health care, local aid to 
cities and towns, and pension obligations that continue to become more expensive. Critics 
argue this budget proposal doesn't go far enough. Noah Berger, President of the Mass. 



Budget and Policy Center said, "There are problems with the budget where it's relying on 
temporary revenues to fund ongoing costs, particularly since we're now well into an economic 
recovery." The budget proposal contains no new taxes, and invests $210 million dollars to the 
state's rainy day fund. State Rep. Todd Smola said, "I would say that from this administration, 
the clear edict has been to stay away from taxes in terms of raising revenue for the bottom 
line. So, while nothing is ruled out, I'd say that would very highly unlikely." State 
representatives will now look closely at all the budget numbers. They will have an opportunity 
to convince leadership why their community should receive more funding. 
 
News    4/13/16   5:30pm           1:30 
 
Frustrated by the wage gap, women and people of color gathered at the State House 
Wednesday demanding "equal pay for equal work." According to U-S Census, Women earn 
an average of seventy-nine cents for every dollar a man makes. The wage gap is even wider 
for African American and Hispanic women. State legislators called attention to "Equal Pay 
Day" Wednesday, in hopes of eliminating the wage gap regardless of gender or race. The 
National Committee on Pay Equity determined that women must work through mid-April of 
this year to earn the same wages as their male counterparts in 2015. African American 
women must work until September, and Hispanic women until August to keep up with their 
white, male co-workers. The Massachusetts Caucus of Women Legislators organized 
Wednesday's event to encourage passage of a law requiring equal pay for equal work. State 
Rep. Ellen Story said, “It's an embarrassment that we still don't pay women the same amount 
as men for doing equal kinds of work. There's no excuse for that." One-fourth of the 
Massachusetts legislature is made up of women. 
 
News    4/13/16   5pm           1:00 
 
One state lawmaker says more needs to be done to protect trash truck workers. Keeping 
trash and recycling truck drivers safe. That's the goal of a bill filed by Rep. James Arciero. It 
would create a safe-zone that would make it illegal for drivers to pass a garbage truck at 
more than 15-MPH on town roads. These slow down to get around laws have already been 
passed in 10 states and it's being considered right now in Connecticut. People told 22News 
they'd be in favor of the law, and even expanding it. The bill would not apply on roads with a 
center line or more than two lanes. 
 
News    4/14/16   11pm           1:00 
 
Governor Charlie Baker signed a bill giving 200-million dollars to fund road and bridge 
repairs. The state looks at population, employment numbers and road miles to determine how 
much each city or town receives.  Springfield will get more than 3.6 million dollars. 
Northampton more than 1-million, and Greenfield more than $630,000. 
 
News    4/14/16   6pm           1:00 
 
Opponents of legalized recreational marijuana are lining up to fight a proposed ballot 
question in Massachusetts. The group calling itself "A Campaign for a Safe and Healthy 



Massachusetts," filed papers Thursday with state campaign finance regulators. This will allow 
them to raise money to fight a measure likely to appear on the November state ballot. Gov. 
Charlie Baker, Boston Mayor Marty Walsh and House Speaker Robert DeLeo are among 
those opposing legalized marijuana. 
 
News    4/14/16   6pm           1:30 
 
HIV/AIDS prevention advocates say a new drug is like "birth control for HIV." The goal is to 
reduce the spread of new HIV infections. And activists claim a new drug called "PrEP" could 
help. More than twenty-thousand people are living with HIV/AIDS in Massachusetts according 
to Project ABLE, the AIDS Budget Legislative Effort. The statewide AIDS coalition believes 
prevention and outreach is   critical. This year, they're focusing on a new drug to prevent new 
HIV infections. Carl Sciortino, of the AIDS Action Committee of Mass. said, “We have a new 
tool called PrEP - Pre-exposure prophylaxis. It's a pill a day that prevents HIV; it's kind of like 
birth control for HIV." The AIDS Action Committee of Massachusetts is urging state 
lawmakers to secure thirty-five million dollars in funding that would be spent on prevention 
and support services. That's two-million dollars more than the previous fiscal year. These 
support services include: transportation, case management, nutrition programs and housing. 
Carl Sciortino said, "As a state, we've really invested in prevention and support and care for 
people with HIV, and those investments are paying off. We're actually having a really positive 
impact on the reduction of new infections, so it's money well spent." Project A.B.L.E. 
estimates that for every dollar invested in HIV/AIDS prevention, the state saves four dollars in 
long term health care costs. The goal is to achieve zero new HIV infections in Massachusetts. 
The CDC estimates that 1.2 million Americans are living with HIV. African Americans are 
among those most affected by the virus. 
 
News    4/14/16   5:30pm           1:30 
 
Governor Charlie Baker was booed off the stage last night at an LGBT business event in 
Boston. Governor Charlie Baker was the keynote speaker at a gay and transgender 
networking event organized by a Boston-based magazine Wednesday night. Protesters held 
signs reading "Public places equals our space." That refers to a current legislative bill that 
would grant transgender people, legal protection from discrimination in public spaces. North 
Carolina has a new law that does the opposite, prohibiting transgender people from using 
restrooms that don't match the gender on their birth certificate. Transgender rights advocates 
booed Governor Baker off the stage Wednesday night for not taking a stand on the issue. 
The governor told 22News that he's not making any commitment until the legislature sends a 
bill to his desk. Governor Charlie Baker said, “My job is to meet with everybody and anybody, 
and sometimes that means I'm going to spend time in front of audiences that aren't going to 
agree with me on stuff." Senate President Stan Rosenberg said his chamber could take up a 
transgender bill as early as next month. He's working to secure the votes. 
 
News    4/15/16   11pm           1:30 
 
Belchertown named their choice for police chief. The five member select board unanimously 
approved Amherst Police Captain Christopher Pronovost as Belchertown's new chief of 



police. Pronovost, has more than 30-years of law enforcement experience. Board members 
emphasized Pronovost's leadership qualities and his ability to connect with Belchertown 
residents.  Pronovost told 22News, he plans to hit the ground running. He said, “Do some 
evaluation on where the department is at and where it needs to go and really try to get things 
moving in a good direction again. And get the town and the department together again.” 
Former Police Chief Francis Fox resigned in September after the 22News I-Team revealed 
Fox was the subject of a suspected drunk driving traffic stop in Granby. Pronovost still has to 
undergo a physical, background check, and contract negotiations, which could take several 
weeks. 
 
News    4/15/16   5:30pm           1:30 
 
Top state leaders are organizing the opposition to keep marijuana from becoming legal in 
Massachusetts. Gov. Baker is joining forces with House Speaker DeLeo and the Mayor of 
Boston to oppose the full legalization of marijuana. The issue is likely to be on the November 
ballot and voters will be able to decide if pot should be allowed for recreational use.  A new 
Western New England University Poll found that 57% of voters favor making pot legal, 35% 
do not, and 7% are still undecided. Supporters want to regulate pot like alcohol, and tax it for 
more revenue. Those opposed say there's too many health risks and might be easier for 
young people to get. Having less than an ounce of pot was decriminalized by Massachusetts 
voters in 2008, and medical marijuana became legal in 2012. 
 
News    4/15/16   5am           1:00 
 
Massachusetts U.S. Senator Elizabeth Warren is calling Supreme Court nominee judge 
Merrick Garland an impressive candidate. Warren met Garland Thursday as part of the 
nominee's ongoing meetings with all U.S. senators. He's served as a federal prosecutor, 
official at the Department of Justice and a chief judge of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
District of Columbia. Senator Warren said the judge has served his country with distinction 
and his nomination quote "deserves the serious consideration our Constitution requires." 
 
News    4/19/16   6pm           1:30 
 
The Massachusetts House is trying to figure out how to spend forty billion of your tax dollars. 
House lawmakers have filed more than one-thousand amendments to the state budget, 
ahead of next week's debate. The question on many people's minds: will residents be forced 
to pay higher taxes? Budget negotiations are in full swing. Both Governor Charlie Baker and 
the House Speaker have pledged not to raise taxes this year.  House lawmakers filed 
thirteen-hundred amendments, or changes, they'd like to see in the forty billion dollar budget. 
Ranking Republican, State Representative Todd Smola said the debate begins Monday. 
State Rep. Todd Smola said, "We're not going to take thirteen-hundred votes on every single 
amendment that gets filed. Those amendments get lumped into categories and we take them 
up as larger consolidated amendments so that it's sort of one big up or down vote." Western 
Massachusetts lawmakers filed several amendments to the budget, including 300-thousand 
dollars for the Opioid Task Force of Franklin County, and 150-thousand dollars for the New 
England Public Radio in Springfield, and others. State Rep. Ben Swan said, "Some of our 



health institutions, you know Baystate for example. Youth reading, we have early reading 
programs that we want to develop in Springfield." House budget writers told 22News that 
legislators can expect at least three days of debate next week, and they could be 10-hour 
days. Representative Smola told 22News that some of the budget debates will take place on 
the House floor, and others will be done behind closed doors. 
 
News    4/20/16   11pm           1:30 
 
It's been a controversial project for years, and it's run into a lot of resistance, especially here 
in Franklin County. The natural gas pipeline that was going to cut through parts of Berkshire, 
Hampshire and Franklin counties is on hold, and pretty much dead. Kinder Morgan has 
suspended work on its Northeast Energy Direct Pipeline. It's caused controversy in dozens 
of towns it would have gone through, including parts of the Deerfield River. Kinder Morgan 
said it's stopping the project now because they've failed to receive commitments from local 
gas and electric distribution companies. And there's no reasonable expectation of securing 
them, either. They also prices have gotten too low to be profitable. Energy companies have 
said this project is necessary, even though it cuts through this beautiful land, since there's a 
lack of natural gas that comes through New England. They say it would also lower your 
energy bills. Senate President Stanley Rosenberg says, "Kinder Morgan's decision to 
suspend the Northeast Energy Direct (NED) project is a game changer. This allows us to 
have a broader discussion about how to meet Massachusetts' energy needs.” Mark Silliman 
of Greenfield said, “Progress is good when done respectfully. The government has been 
notorious that if they want to get something done, they'll take it by eminent domain and by 
force if they have to.”  Kinder Morgan said that innovations in production have resulted in "a 
low price environment." Kinder Morgan said that continuing to develop the project is not an 
acceptable use of shareholder funds.  
 
News    4/20/16   5pm           1:30 
 
A federal court just ruled that a transgender person can use the bathroom of the gender they 
identify with. The ruling threatens a key provision of the North Carolina's controversial new 
law that limits the protections of the LGBT community. The court said a Virginia School that 
didn't allow a girl to use the boys restroom violated Title IX, a law passed in 1972 that 
requires gender equity for boys and girls in every educational program that gets federal 
money. Major retailers are taking a stand on the transgender bathroom issue. Target 
announcing on Tuesday that both their employees and customers will be able to use the 
gender of the bathroom that they identify with.  Some worry that a law allowing transgender 
bathroom choice may be taken advantage of by people claiming to be transgender, and may 
lead to more rape and sexual assault. Here in Massachusetts, support is growing for a bill 
that would prohibit bias against transgender people in restaurants, shopping malls, and other 
public areas. 
 
News    4/22/16   6pm           1:30 
 
The Chicopee city council has approved a location for growing medical marijuana in the city. 
Massachusetts Alternative Care has permission to start growing legal marijuana by the end of 



this year. The Marijuana cultivation will take place in an out-of-the-way Industrial building on 
East Main Street, very close to the Springfield line. Once all the necessary paper-work and 
renovations are completed, Massachusetts alternative care, which is based in Springfield, 
expects to have its first crop of marijuana sprouted and growing in the isolated building within 
six to eight months. 
 
News    4/26/16   6pm           1:30 
 
It's a controversial topic across the country and Tuesday, Senate President Stan Rosenberg 
hosted a panel to raise awareness about transgender rights. The state Senate is gearing up 
to debate a bill to protect transgender people from discrimination in public places, including 
restrooms. State Senate President Stan Rosenberg hosted a panel Tuesday to educate 
legislators and the public about "Senate bill 735," which would prohibit discrimination against 
transgender people in public places. It would allow transgender people to use the public 
restroom of their choice, regardless of their gender at birth. Lorelei Erisis, a Transgender 
Woman told 22News,"Our opponents like to paint it out like the bathroom bill, but it's really 
what we're talking about is anywhere outside our home or workplace." While support for 
expanding transgender rights is growing in the legislature, several state lawmakers still have 
serious concerns about privacy and safety. State Rep. Nick Boldyga said, "Historically, you 
know, a gender-specific bathroom has been the safe haven for women if it's a women's 
bathroom, and men if it's a men's bathroom so I do have concerns about that." State Rep. 
Aaron Vega said, "People try to bring up this argument about, well, there are going to be 
perverts who are going to go in there (public restrooms) and harass women. That's still illegal. 
Whether you're a man or a woman, that doesn't change what's illegal about sexual 
harassment." Many major companies now support transgender rights, including: Google, 
Harvard Pilgrim Health Care and Facebook. Both Senate President Stan Rosenberg and 
House Speaker Robert DeLeo want to send a transgender bill to the governor's desk by the 
end of July. The state Senate is expected to take up the transgender public accommodations 
bill on May 12th. 
 
News    4/26/16   6pm           1:30 
 
The organization Mothers Against Drunk Driving believes more needs to be done to make 
sure people don't drink and drive. An ignition interlock device is essentially a breathalyzer 
that's installed on a car's dashboard. The driver would blow into a tube, and if the device 
detects any alcohol, the car won't start. Mothers Against Drunk Driving, or MADD, is urging 
state lawmakers to pass a law that requires all Massachusetts drivers convicted of operating 
under the influence to go on an ignition interlock for at least a year, instead of having their 
license suspended. That way, offenders can still drive to work and try to get sober. Critics 
argue the device is too expensive, costing offenders more than fifteen-hundred dollars a year. 
MADD National President Colleen Sheehey-Church told 22News that the bill ensures road 
safety. Colleen Sheehey-Church said, "We don't understand why it's taking so long to pass a 
lifesaving bill. It's the easiest, fastest, most effective way to have somebody get into a vehicle 
and allow them to go on with their daily life." Some state lawmakers are concerned that a 
mandatory interlock on all offenders could push more cases to jury trials, costing more time 
and money. 



News    4/27/16   6pm           1:30 
 
Western Massachusetts business leaders traveled to Boston for the annual Beacon Hill 
Summit Wednesday. The Beacon Hill Summit is a day-long event that allows the western 
Massachusetts business community to speak openly with lawmakers about policies that 
impact them. Business and community leaders from the Greater Springfield area traveled to 
Boston Wednesday morning for the annual Beacon Hill Summit. The day-long event is 
organized by the Springfield Regional Chamber of Commerce, and sponsored by 22News to 
bring business leaders and lawmakers together under one roof. Jeff Ciuffreda, President of 
the Springfield Regional Chamber of Commerce said, "It's to hear from policymakers, 
decision makers and, again, letting us have some time to get our opinions and questions 
asked." Business professionals heard from state Senate President Stan Rosenberg, 
members of the Baker administration and several lawmakers. The number one issue on the 
minds of both attendees and policymakers is economic development. Greg Chiecko, of the 
Eastern States Exposition said, "I think out west, the biggest challenge we have is really job 
creation and training. I mean, we have a lot of jobs in western Mass that are available, and 
there's just not enough people to fill those jobs."  West Springfield State Senator Jim Welch 
co-hosted the event, and told 22News that the face-to-face interaction with business leaders 
is invaluable. State Sen. Jim Welch said, "As the year goes on, developing those 
relationships, those friendships, those friendships, those collaborations throughout the year is 
really what this is all about." The Beacon Hill Summit is the largest regional business summit 
at the State House. 
 
News    4/28/16   5:30pm           1:30 
 
Massachusetts labor unions are calling on lawmakers to create safer working conditions for 
all industries.  Sixty-three Massachusetts workers died on the job in 2015, according to the 
Massachusetts AFLCIO. The numbers goes up to 630 when you factor in deaths caused by 
work-related injuries and illnesses. Dozens of people gathered on the State House steps 
Thursday to honor those who died while working last year. The Massachusetts Coalition for 
Occupational Safety and Health released a report, outlining ways to create a safer work 
environment. The coalition is urging the Governor to increase workers' compensation benefits 
for those who died while working. They're also calling on state lawmakers to hold companies 
accountable for all of their employees, including temporary workers.  Melissa King said, 
"When you look at the average fine that OSHA puts out when somebody passes away, it's 
less than $10,000 dollars. So, why implement safety features when there's really no 
consequence except to the families that are left behind?" Construction and transportation 
jobs were the leading cause of work-related deaths in Massachusetts. 
 
News    4/29/16   6pm           1:30 
 
The Massachusetts House finalized a nearly forty billion dollar budget this week. House 
lawmakers debated how to spend your tax dollars largely behind closed doors, tucked away 
from the public and the media. After three days of deliberations, the Massachusetts House 
unanimously approved a thirty-nine and a half billion dollar budget. The budget doesn't 
include new taxes or tax increases, satisfying both Democrats and Republicans. State Rep. 



Todd Smola said, "I think we have a relatively conservative budget overall in comparison to 
other years, so we've worked hard and I think it's a good budget." Most of the negotiations 
took place away from the public eye, not on the House floor. Instead, lawmakers debated 
how to spend your tax dollars in a private room off limits to the public and the media. State 
Rep. Ben Swan said, "If you went through each amendment one by one in the chamber, we'd 
be there for probably ten days." The ultra-conservative Massachusetts Fiscal Alliance 
criticized the process. Paul Craney, of Mass. Fiscal Alliance said, "I think it's the way that this 
building is dictated. If you look at the Speaker and the Senate President, they're satisfied with 
what they're doing right now, and virtually no one stands up and says we should do things 
differently." The western Massachusetts delegation secured millions of dollars for local 
projects, including $100-thousand dollars to study whether it's necessary to build a new 
Hampden County Courthouse. Lawmakers were unable to lock down a ten-million dollar 
request from Baystate Health, which could result in layoffs. State Rep. John Velis said, "We'll 
wait and see what the Senate does. I mean, obviously, this is of the process. It's a marathon, 
not a sprint. We'll see what happens in the Senate." The legislature has until July first to 
finalize their spending plan. 
 
News    4/29/16   5:30pm           1:30 
 
The State legislature could soon decide whether transgender people can legally use the 
restroom that matches their gender identity, as opposed to the gender of their birth. Members 
of the House and Senate judiciary committee voted to move an expanded transgender rights 
bill from the committee to a formal vote. Two western Massachusetts lawmakers sit on the 
judiciary committee. Springfield State Representative Carlos Gonzalez voted to advance the 
transgender bill to the House for a full vote. Westfield State Representative John Velis 
reserved his right to vote citing public safety concerns. The proposed law would prohibit 
discrimination against transgender people in public places. It would also allow transgender 
people to use the restroom of their choice, regardless of their gender at birth. The state 
Senate plans to take up the bill in two weeks. Senate President Stan Rosenberg said, "This is 
as much about being able to be served in a restaurant, as it is a public accommodations 
relating to restrooms and locker rooms. We have very strong support in the 
Senate." Republican Governor Charlie Baker has yet to state his position on the issue. 
 
News    5/2/16    6pm           1:30 
 
The fight against heroin and opioid addiction continues on Beacon Hill.  Several police 
departments are urging state lawmakers to invest millions of dollars in a training program to 
help officers deal with people struggling with mental illness. State lawmakers and police are 
beginning to view drug addiction as an illness, rather than a crime. Middlesex County Sheriff 
Peter Koutoujian told 22News that the criminal justice system is flooded with people who are 
in desperate need of treatment, not jail time. Sheriff Peter Koutoujian said, "Many are low 
level, nonviolent offenders and the most effective treatment just may be in the community, not 
inside a jail." The National Alliance on Mental Illness claims that only seventeen-percent of 
Massachusetts police departments have the resources needed to deal with mental health 
calls. Mental health advocates and law enforcement officials are calling on state lawmakers 
to secure $2 million-dollars for a program called, "Crisis Intervention Team," or CIT 



training.  June Binney, of the National Alliance on Mental Illness of Mass. said, "We need to 
connect the dots between mental illness, substance use and police involvement." Police 
officers would be trained to recognize the signs of mental illness, and refer those individuals 
to a treatment center, instead of arresting them. Fred Ryan, the Arlington Police Chief said, 
“Far too long we've been telling people we can arrest our way out of addiction; we can arrest 
our way out of mental health disorders. It's not the case. We need treatment services in the 
community. We need to partner with our mental health professionals." The program still 
needs legislative approval, and could take up to three years to implement, once it becomes 
law. 
 
News    5/3/16    6pm           2:00 
 
Western Massachusetts residents are fighting back against a proposal to make a home for 
venomous rattlesnakes in the Quabbin Reservoir. These people live near the Quabbin, and 
they told me that they don't want rattlesnakes in their backyard. They're doing everything they 
can to stop the project. Amy Rubin, who owns property near the Quabbin said, "I think that it's 
a shame that people who are going to be entering the Quabbin now have to worry that their 
lives are potentially at stake." Opponents of the so-called "Rattlesnake Island" proposal 
delivered more than two-thousand petition signatures at the State House Tuesday, urging the 
Baker administration to suspend its plan to put a colony of rattlesnakes on a Quabbin 
Reservoir island. Ware resident Debbie Gratton told 22 News that her family is worried 
because rattlesnake venom can kill. Debrarose Gratton, Rattlesnake Island Opponent said, 
"They're afraid of getting a bite from one of these snakes and, you know, being injured or 
even dying. There's no medical facilities close by." Governor Charlie Baker told 22News after 
his Monday leadership meeting that he stands by the proposal because the timber 
rattlesnake is endangered in Massachusetts. Governor Charlie Baker said, “I do believe that 
it's important that we stand up for endangered species." Many western Massachusetts 
residents have criticized the Baker administration for not including the community in the 
process. Warren State Representative Todd Smola believes that people's concerns should 
be heard before the project moves forward. State Rep. Todd Smola said, "People in the 
territory have brought legitimate concerns. I've heard from many of them on a daily basis, and 
their voices are just as important in the process." There's a legislative hearing on the 
rattlesnake proposal at Athol Town Hall scheduled for Tuesday, May 10th at 11 AM. The 
hearing is open to the public and 22News will be there. 
 
News    5/3/16    5:30pm           1:30 
 
Pipeline protesters moved from the State House steps to inside the building, where a public 
hearing took place on other pipeline proposals and clean energy initiatives. More than one-
hundred fifty protesters gathered outside of the State House to celebrate after Kinder Morgan 
suspended their Northeast Energy Direct Pipeline project. While environmental activists 
consider it a major victory, they feel they have more work to do. They're trying to stop all 
other pipeline projects across Massachusetts, including the "Connecticut Expansion Project" 
that cuts through Otis State Forest in the Berkshire County town of Sandisfield. Protesters 
are also urging state lawmakers to create a bill to prohibit energy companies from passing 
pipeline costs onto their customers. Katy Eiseman, President, Pipeline Awareness 



Network said, "We don't want to see electric ratepayers being on the hook for pipeline 
infrastructure." The Connecticut Expansion Project would run close to four miles of natural 
gas pipeline through Berkshire County. 
 
News    5/4/16    5:30pm           1:30 
 
The state wants you to wear your seatbelt. The Highway Safety Division claims men between 
the ages of 18 and 34 are less likely to buckle up. Chicopee residents told me they're not 
surprised. State highway officials launched a campaign Wednesday to get people, especially 
young men, to get in the habit of wearing their seat belt. State law requires all drivers and 
passengers to use a seat belt when riding in a motor vehicle. According to the Highway 
Safety Division, 26 percent of Massachusetts drivers don’t buckle up when they get in their 
car. Sandy Elliott said, "Well, as long as I have mine on, that's all I care about. Yes, I do." The 
campaign announcement said 66-percent of men, 18 to 34 wear their seat belt. 
Transportation officials claim men who drive pick-up trucks are even less likely to wear their 
seat belt because they feel the size of the vehicle will protect them. One driver told 22 News 
he's more comfortable without the seatbelt, regardless of safety. Drew Spiller said, "I think 
that when I get on the highway I potentially put it on more, but around town and stuff like that 
I don't ever really put it on to be honest with you." The statewide campaign kicks-off Monday, 
and runs for the rest of May. You can expect to see seat belt ads on gas station pumps, 
sports venues and on television. Chicopee resident Michael Landry doubts the campaign will 
get young men to buckle up. Michael Landry said, "I don't think it's going to hurt, but I 
honestly don't think it's going to make a difference. I think, especially at that age, they 
probably already have it in their head that they don't want to put their seatbelt on." State and 
local police will also be keeping a closer eye on drivers to ensure that seat belts are fastened. 
The fine for a first seat belt violation is $25 dollars. 
 
News    5/10/16   5:30pm           1:30 
 
The state is pledging two million-dollars to keep drinking water safe in Massachusetts 
schools. Two million-dollars will be spent helping public school districts sample water 
fountains at their schools. The state estimates that the money could help about 1,750 public 
schools test for lead in their drinking water, and develop a plan for routine sampling. The 
program is being led by the Department of Environmental Protection or Mass DEP, and paid 
for by the Massachusetts Clean Water Trust. While the water supplied to schools is typically 
free of lead, DEP Commissioner Martin Suuberg told municipal leaders lead can seep into 
drinking water through plumbing and old pipes. The agency said the program is critical in 
helping to keep kids healthy. Martin Suuberg said, "Making sure that they're doing an 
appropriate sampling round, the right protocols are followed. That the sampling gets to the 
right labs and the information gets reported in the right way so we can all collectively act on 
that information." Mass DEP is urging mayors and school districts to apply for the testing. So 
far, they've received about one-hundred applications. 
 
News    5/11/16   6pm           1:30 
 



Massachusetts House members passed a bill to give veterans more housing options. House 
leaders told 22 News, this legislation guarantees that all disabled veterans in Massachusetts 
will have a place to call home. They're trying to end homelessness among those who've 
fought for our freedom. House lawmakers unanimously passed a bill Wednesday to expand 
employment and housing options for veterans living Massachusetts. The proposal would also 
guarantee that all disabled vets qualify for public housing, regardless of their income. House 
Speaker Robert DeLeo said, "Making sure, again, that not only the veterans, but their families 
are cared for." The bill would have allowed the Baker administration to appoint a new 
executive director to oversee all veterans housing, including Soldiers Homes. Several 
western Massachusetts lawmakers expressed concern that such a provision would take away 
all local control at the Holyoke Soldiers Home. Westfield State Representative John Velis 
passed an amendment to ensure that the Home's superintendent and the Board of Trustees 
would maintain overall authority. State Rep. John Velis said, "It is absolutely critical that the 
day-to-day operations of the Soldiers Home rests with the superintendent." State Rep. Jerry 
Parisella the Chair of the Committee on Veterans Affairs said, "We're not taking away any of 
the local authority of the trustees of Holyoke to run the Holyoke Soldiers Home. It's clear in 
the bill." Massachusetts is home to more than 400-thousand veterans. House Speaker Robert 
DeLeo said the goal is to have this veterans bill signed into law by Memorial Day. The bill 
now heads to the state Senate. 
 
News    5/11/16   5:30pm           1:30 
 
Clean energy advocates want you to reduce your carbon footprint. It's a strategy known as 
"carbon pricing," and supporters believe the program will encourage Massachusetts residents 
to rely less on fossil fuels. Dozens of clean energy advocates gathered at the State House 
Wednesday to convince legislators to support a bill to establish a "carbon fee and rebate" 
system. Under the "carbon pricing" proposal, residents who use fossil fuels like coal and 
gasoline would pay a fee, so the more you use - the more you pay. The fees would go into a 
special fund, and residents in each region of the state would receive a flat rebate amount. 
Residents who use less fossil fuels would keep more of their rebates. Critics argue that such 
a law would establish an unfair tax on Massachusetts residents. Michelle Marantz, of 
Longmeadow said, "It is not a tax, it is a fee. The fee would be attached in the purchase of 
the fuel, but it would be returned to residents of the state, as well as businesses." There's not 
enough support or time for this bill to be passed this legislative session. 
 
News    5/16/16   6pm           1:30 
 
Governor Charlie Baker is cutting back on spending, after a disappointing tax collection 
season. State employees can hold onto their jobs, for now. Governor Baker plans to balance 
the budget by slashing funds to all "non-essential goods and services" instead. The state is 
once again, dealing with a budget shortfall of at least $250-million-dollars. Governor Charlie 
Baker plans to cut back on non-essential spending, from outside consultants, to office 
equipment and computers. Governor Charlie Baker said, “Remember, it's one half of one-
percent. We're talking about a big number in absolute terms, no question, but in relative 
terms it's one we should be able to manage." State tax revenue is currently running about 
$250-million-dollars below benchmark. While April is typically the biggest month for tax 



collections, the state saw a three-percent decline last month compared to last year. Governor 
Baker said there are no plans to cut spending across all agencies, or to use money from the 
rainy day fund. This comes as the state Senate prepares to release their state budget. 
Senate President Stan Rosenberg said, “I’m going to be supporting the fair share plan, if 
that's what you're asking. The governor and the Speaker have sent a budget to the Senate 
that is not a money bill, and therefore tax increases are off the table in the Senate budget 
debate." On Wednesday, state lawmakers will vote on whether to establish a surtax on 
people with annual incomes above one-million-dollars. Both the Senate President and House 
Speaker support the measure. 
 
News    5/17/16   5:30pm           1:30 
 
An update on the controversial plan to put venomous rattlesnakes at the Quabbin 
Reservoir. The legislature's Environment Committee believes there are better places to 
repopulate the Timber rattlesnake, than the Quabbin Reservoir. Spencer State Senator Anne 
Gobi sent a letter to Governor Baker and Environmental Affairs Secretary Matthew Beaton 
about the so-called "Rattlesnake Island" proposal. After hearing several hours of expert 
testimony last week, Senator Gobi wrote that the state should look at existing den sites, 
rather than creating a new habitat. She also urged the governor to evaluate the work being 
done to rehabilitate all endangered species, not just the Timber rattlesnake. Senator Gobi 
told 22News Tuesday these poisonous snakes won't be introduced to the Quabbin until a 
working group releases their final recommendations. State Sen. Anne Gobi said, "The 
juvenile snakes that are being head started at Roger Williams Zoo will remain there until the 
working group has an opportunity to meet and to come to some decisions." The state is now 
in the process of forming that working group. 
 
News    5/18/16   5:30pm           1:30 
 
State lawmakers are considering a bill to ban the use of marijuana while driving. There's no 
law against driving and smoking pot. Norfolk state Representative Shawn Dooley told me he's 
surprised that Massachusetts drivers can legally smoke marijuana behind the wheel. Well, 
that could soon change. Representative Dooley filed a bill to include marijuana in the state's 
open container law. He told 22News Wednesday that he got the idea for the legislation after 
speaking with local police. Massachusetts voters legalized medical marijuana four years ago. 
Come November, voters will likely be asked whether to legalize recreational pot for adults. 
Representative Dooley said the proposed law would act as a tool for law enforcement to keep 
all drivers safe on the road. State Rep. Shawn Dooley said, "You can't be drinking a 
Budweiser while you're driving down the Mass Pike, plain and simple. This mirrors it 
identically. It's not a criminal offense, it's not arrest-able; it's just a fine." The proposed fines 
would range between $100 and $500. The bill is currently in the Judiciary Committee.  
 
News    5/25/16   10pm           1:30 
 
Governor Charlie Baker's cracking down on how much earned sick time state workers can 
cash out. State employees were being paid for months and possibly even *years* after 
retirement for unused sick time. When it comes to sick time, for most workers, you either use 



it or lose it. For state employees, you either use it, or save it for later, and maybe make a pile 
of money. Some state workers have accrued enough sick time to keep the checks coming for 
months and even years after retirement. On Wednesday Governor Baker introduced "An Act 
to Reform Sick Time", limiting sick time accrual. Under the "Act," Executive Department 
employees' sick time is "capped at 1-thousand hours, the equivalent of 6 months' work. Last 
year, 378 employees accrued more than 1-thousand hours of sick time upon 
retirement. Some suggest another system. Under current law, employees can accrue a 
maximum of 15 sick days each year. Retired employees can cash out 20-percent of unused 
sick time.  Baker's proposed system would have saved more than ten million dollars over the 
last three years.  Once the bill's signed into law, the policy will take effect immediately.   
 
News    5/26/16   5:30pm           1:30 
 
A statewide ban on plastic bags might not be far away. As we approach the end of the 2016 
fiscal year in July, Massachusetts is looking toward its new budget to fund the 
commonwealth. The senate has a version, the house has a version and the governor has a 
version. The final version will be hammered out after debate, but right now, the senate's 
version of the budget includes a statewide ban on plastic bags. Up until now, plastic bag bans 
like the one in Northampton have been going into effect town by town. This budget bill would 
cover the whole state and allow stores to sell reusable grocery bags or recycled paper bags 
for at least 10-cents.  Janice Hanley told 22News, “Yes. I think we should because plastic 
bags are very bad for the environment. I live near one of the landfills. They blow into the 
trees. They clog up the rivers. They don't disintegrate. I think it would be a great thing.” 
Earlier this month the senate passed a bill banning plastic bags at farmers markets across 
the state. Around 20 cities and towns have implemented their own plastic bag bans including 
Northampton. Amherst and Easthampton are considering their own bans. 
 
News    5/26/16   10pm           1:30 
 
After officer Tarentino was killed, Governor Charlie Baker reiterated his support for the death 
penalty, saying he believes police killers, should be executed. Massachusetts abolished the 
death penalty in 1984. But Governor Baker wants to see that change, after several of our law 
enforcement officers were murdered on the job. The death penalty: It's a controversial 
issue.  Governor Charlie Baker voiced his support for sentencing convicted cop killers to 
death. Baker's support grew after Auburn police officer Ronald Tarentino was killed during a 
routine traffic stop, turned deadly.  But this is an issue lawmakers have debated for 
decades. In 2005, former Governor Mitt Romney wanted to bring back capital punishment for 
anyone convicted of terrorism, multiple murders and for killing law enforcement. That bill 
failed. Some resident's argue we don't have the right to decide who lives, or dies. Springfield 
Attorney Ryan Alekman agreed. He told 22News there have been countless cases of people 
wrongfully convicted and exonerated. So there is always the risk of sentencing an innocent 
person to death. The last time someone was executed in Massachusetts was back in 1947. 
 
News    5/26/16   10pm           1:30 
 



Changes are coming to your Massachusetts driver’s license in an effort to make the country 
more secure. Gov. Baker wants Massachusetts to comply with the Real ID Act, a federal 
program that sets requirement for driver's licenses. Massachusetts is one of 24 states 
adopting the Real ID Act. The Real ID Act was passed by congress in 2005 after the 9/11 
Commission recommended a more secure form of personal identification. Changes to your 
driver’s license include a barcode, security devices to prevent tampering and forgery and a 
star to be displayed in the upper right corner signaling that you have been approved and 
verified by the TSA.  Tristram Metcalfe said, “It doesn't hurt anybody who is honest. It cuts the 
legs out from under crooks and scammers. In the future it is going to be eye scans and 
fingerprints and voice prints and we will all just become more secure.” But not everyone 
thinks the changes are necessary. Maeve Barry said, “I think not. I think driver’s license are 
already pretty secure and that just seems not necessary.” You'll have the option to either stick 
with your current license or get one that's Real ID compliant. If you stick with what you have, 
you won't be able to get into a federal building or fly domestically without a Passport once the 
rules are implemented by 2020. Michael Barry said, “Maybe in some of the southern states it 
might be a bigger problem but I think it seems unnecessary. I think a Passport works for 
traveling just as well.” Massachusetts has until October of this year to comply. As part of the 
act, each state has agreed to share their database of the driving history of all licensed 
citizens. 
 
News    6/3/16    6pm           1:30 
 
State Police will now be able to help federal immigration authorities detain dangerous people 
in this country illegally. Western Massachusetts lawmakers 22News spoke with believe 
Governor Baker's new order will drive a wedge between the immigrant community and law 
enforcement. Governor Charlie Baker is now allowing State Police to temporarily detain 
undocumented immigrants at the request of Immigration and Customs Enforcement, or "ICE." 
Governor Charlie Baker said, "You literally have to have committed the kind of crime where 
you would end up being taken back to the barracks and put in a cell." At least one lawmaker 
worries immigrants will hesitate to report crimes in fear of deportation. State Rep. Tricia 
Farley-Bouvier said, “When there's distrust sewn with the police force, whether it's local police 
or state police, then our communities are less safe for everyone." Governor Baker's new 
order brings Massachusetts in line with President Obama's Priority Enforcement Program. 
Local and state police won't be able to stop or arrest people solely on the basis of their 
immigration status. This new policy targets gang members and suspected terrorists wanted 
by the federal government. State Rep. Aaron Vega said, “We're asking so much from our 
local police and our state police to go above and beyond, dealing with the addiction crisis, 
dealing with mental illness, and now dealing with immigration? These are all things that 
they're not all necessarily trained or equipped to do, so I think this is going to put an extra 
strain on the police." Under the old policy, if the State Police arrested someone they couldn't 
contact "ICE" to see whether they posed a threat unless they had permission from a 
supervisor. Governor Baker's new policy went into effect on Thursday. State police will only 
be able to detain illegal immigrants on behalf of "ICE" for up to two days. 
 
News    6/7/16    11pm           1:30 
 



The results are in!  East Longmeadow voters were at the polls tonight voting on who should 
sit on the new 7-member town council. There were 32 candidates running for a seat on the 
town council. Seven made the cut. Kevin Manley, Paul Federici, Kathleen Hill, finished in the 
top three respectively. Manley and Federici both currently serve on the town select board. 
They were followed by Donald Anderson, Eric Madison, and Michael Kane. And Joseph Ford 
is the seventh and final member of the council. It was a close race, just missing the cut were 
Thomas O'Connor and Susan Grimaldi who finished in eighth and ninth. This new 7-member 
town council will replace the current three member select board on July 1st. The change in 
government comes after residents voted in favor of a town charter back in April. This charter 
also calls for a town manager instead of a town administrator. East Longmeadow currently 
doesn't have either, after former administrator Greg Neffinger was fired. The 7 members will 
decide in July, who should serve as President and Vice President, for a one year term. 
 
News    6/13/16   6pm           1:30 
 
Governor Charlie Baker is taking steps to make sure a shooting, like the one in Orlando, 
doesn't happen here. Investigators say the Orlando nightclub gunman mentioned the Boston 
Marathon bombers in a call to police during what's now the deadliest mass shooting in US 
history. The shooter, 29-year-old Omar Mateen, used an A-R 15 semiautomatic rifle during 
Sunday's rampage, a weapon that he purchased legally despite being previously investigated 
by the F-B-I for possible ties to terrorism. Massachusetts bans the sale of assault weapons, 
but companies like Smith and Wesson in Springfield, can still manufacture them for sale to 
police and military. Governor Baker stands by the state's gun laws, calling them some of 
the toughest gun laws in the country. Governor Charlie Baker said, "You start the process 
here by applying through your local police department. That all by itself is a significantly 
different step than you see in most other places, and I think for the most part, most people 
would agree that has served us well." Governor Charlie Baker is stepping up security in 
Massachusetts, following Sunday's shooting that killed at least forty-nine people, and 
wounded more than fifty others at a gay nightclub in Orlando, Florida. Last night, we had an 
all-hands-on-deck call with public safety officials, national security officials, transportation 
officials." Investigators said the gunman, 29-year-old Omar Mateen, made a call to police 
during the siege. In that call, Mateen pledged loyalty to ISIS and mentioned the Tsarnaev 
brothers, the terrorists responsible for the 2013 Boston Marathon bombings. Governor 
Charlie Baker said, “There's no reason to believe that there's much to that other than he 
referenced it as a, as something that had happened. It does not appear that he has any direct 
connection to that at all." Mateen was killed in a shootout with police. Governor Baker will 
increase airport security for the next few days. And law enforcement will be working with the 
LGBT community to make sure all nightclubs and upcoming pride events are safe. Sec. 
Daniel Bennett, of the Office of Public Safety and Security said, "We're reaching out to the 
gay community to provide whatever assistance, and work with them to make sure that we're 
providing as much safety and security we can." Governor Baker ordered all flags fly at half-
staff until Thursday night, out of respect for the forty-nine people killed during Sunday's 
attack. 
 
News    6/21/16   6pm           1:30 
 



State lawmakers are working on a bill to spur economic development in Massachusetts. 
Lawmakers hope this economic development bill will lure businesses to Massachusetts, and 
create jobs. A scaled-down version of Governor Charlie Baker's economic development bill is 
making its way through the legislature this week. Governor Charlie Baker said, "I never 
expected it to get through the legislature and back to our desk without changes and 
modifications." The legislation is loaded with tax credits and grants to help attract businesses 
to Massachusetts, and in turn create jobs. The latest economic development bill calls for 
$594-million dollars in spending over three years. It's a significant change from the 
Governor's five-year, $900-million dollar plan. Housing and Economic Development Secretary 
Jay Ash argues that a five-year plan would give cities and towns more financial security when 
planning large-scale projects. Sec. Jay Ash, Mass. Office of Housing and Econ. 
Development said, "It is far better to have a longer authorization so that as we're telling a 
community, if you get planning board approval, if you get the developer on board, your 
application would be a stronger application for a future round." The $594-million-dollars would 
come from the sale of bonds, money borrowed to pay for large infrastructure projects. 
Worthington state Representative Stephen Kulik told 22News that it might sound like a lot of 
money, but he believes it'll pay off in the long run. State Rep. Stephen Kulik said, " It 
stimulates the economy; it generates more economic activity which results in higher revenue 
numbers through sales or employment taxes and so forth." The economic development bill 
also includes several programs to help connect the unemployed with job training. 
 
News    6/22/16   5:30pm           1:30 
 
Beacon Hill lawmakers are taking a closer look at the state's already quite strict gun laws 
following the Orlando nightclub massacre. The proposal hopes to keep guns out of the hands 
of suspected terrorists. Under bill in the state legislature, someone on the federal terror watch 
list, or the so-called "no-fly list" would be banned from obtaining a gun license in 
Massachusetts. The legislation was filed after last December's shooting that killed fourteen 
people in the San Bernardino, California. The bill was sent to a study, effectively killing its 
chances at becoming law this year. Following the Orlando mass shooting, House Speaker 
Robert DeLeo told 22News Wednesday that he's interested in reviving the bill. He said it's 
unlikely the proposal will become law this year, but it's worth a second look. House Speaker 
Robert DeLeo said, "If there are federal issues, in the sense that it would really prohibit it, 
then I don't want to waste anyone's time for the sake of making a statement." In the last 
decade, more than two-thousand people on the federal terror watch list have legally 
purchased weapons, according to the federal government. 
 
News    6/23/16   5:30pm           1:30 
 
Governor Charlie Baker is calling for tougher penalties to protect police officers from attack. 
Governor Baker filed legislation Thursday to make assaulting a police officer a felony, rather 
than a misdemeanor here in Massachusetts. Governor Baker said the bill was inspired by 
fallen Auburn Police Officer Ronald Tarentino, who was gunned down during a traffic stop 
last month. Police say the suspected gunman, Jorge Zambrano, had a history of assaulting 
law enforcement. Baker said the bill would require judges to sentence someone found guilty 
of causing "serious bodily injury" to a cop, to at least one-year in prison. The proposal would 



also allow judges to determine whether a person charged with assaulting a police officer is a 
danger to the community, and requiring they be kept in custody pending trial. Governor 
Charlie Baker said, "If somebody really takes on a police officer, there ought to be a 
dangerousness hearing to determine if they are, in fact, a danger to the public and it ought to 
be treated as a serious crime that it is." The proposed maximum sentence for causing serious 
bodily harm to a police officer would be ten years in prison. The current maximum is set at 
two and a half years. The Governor's bill requires legislative approval. 
 

News    6/29/16   6pm           1:30 

House lawmakers voted to limit the use of non-compete agreements in Massachusetts. 

Massachusetts is a technology hub. State lawmakers told me that many college graduates 

are looking for jobs out-of-state to avoid having to sign a non-compete agreement. On 

Wednesday, House lawmakers voted to limit the duration of non-compete agreements to one 

year in Massachusetts. Non-compete agreements prevent employees from quitting a job, and 

using the knowledge they've gained to either work for a competitor or start their own 

company. House Speaker Robert DeLeo told 22News these contracts are useful in some 

cases, but they oftentimes stifle innovation. House Speaker Robert DeLeo said, "Allowing 

non-competes, but putting much more restriction to them than they ever have been." The 

state's tech companies make use of non-competes. State Rep. John Scibak said, "In some 

cases, it's a lot easier for a company to say, 'well, you've violated a non-compete,' as 

opposed to having to make the case that you in fact did divulge trade secrets."  Under the bill, 

employers would be required to tell prospective employees about these restrictions up front. 

The proposal also bans the use of non-competes for minors, and those working minimum 

wage jobs. Holyoke state Representative Aaron Vega said it's all about striking a balance 

between the employers, and employees. State Rep. Aaron Vega said, "We don't want to 

have the kind of restrictions on these non-competes that says to someone in the high-tech 

field that you can't get another job within sixteen miles of where you are right now. That's 

going to move them out of the state. We don't want to lose those intellectual people." The bill 

now heads to the Senate for them to take up, but they're running out of time. The legislature 
will recess for the rest of the year at the end of July. 

 



 
 

The following is WWLP programming addressing Health-
Smoking during the 2nd quarter of 2016.  These issues were 
addressed through our locally produced news programming. 
 
 
News    4/04/16   6pm           1:30 
 
Anti- anxiety drugs help people calm down or fall asleep. Many people take benzodiazepines 
to reduce anxiety and stress. These prescription drugs, however, can be addictive if taken 
over long periods of time. Xanax, Klonopin and Valium. These are popular drugs known as 
benzodiazepines, or "benzos," and are used to treat anxiety and insomnia. These 
medications are commonly abused, which is why the legislature's Committee on Mental 
Health and Substance Abuse is taking a closer look. Geraldine Burns, Wants Oversight on 
Benzodiazepines, said “These drugs were only intended for short term use. The Ativan 
manufacturers even states that in their pamphlet, but doctors continue to prescribe these 
drugs long term." House bill 40-62 calls on the state Department of Public Health to establish 
safety protocols for doctors looking to wean patients off of benzodiazepines and sleeping 
pills. Benzodiazepines are often abused. Drug users take them to boost the high from 
painkillers, and to decrease the crash caused by cocaine. A panel of psychiatrists testified 
Monday that restricting these drugs would deprive many patients of living a normal and 
productive life. Dr. Ed Silberman, of Tufts Medical Center said, "Benzodiazepines, for the 
correct patients, can be lifesaving treatments." The proposal would also require pharmacists 
to attach warning labels on all benzo prescriptions, explaining the risk of dependency and 
addiction. Close to fifty state lawmakers have signed onto the bill, including a few from 
Western Massachusetts. 
 
News    4/04/16   5pm           1:30 
 
Children with autism could benefit from an earlier diagnosis. Doctors can diagnose autism at 
age 2, but a large number of children who showed signs of autism at age 3, weren't getting 
evaluated or diagnosed. The CDC released a report on autism prevalence. It found that less 
than half of the children who showed symptoms of autism at age 3, had been evaluated by a 
doctor. Baystate Health Psychiatrist, Dr. Barry Sarvet told 22News the earlier a child is 
diagnosed, the earlier they can receive services, that'll help them develop.  He said, “The 
early building blocks of communication and learning how to play and interact with other 
people, and so those kinds of specialized services can really help to smooth the path.” He 
also said there's a need for more developmental psychologists, who assess and diagnose 
children. That's why some doctors want children to have access to services before getting an 
actual diagnosis.   
 
News    4/04/16   5:30pm           1:00 
 



An injectable drug appears to help reduce cholesterol in people who can't tolerate statins. 
Statins like Lipitor help millions of people reduce their levels of LDL, the "bad" 
cholesterol. But many people complain of side effects like muscle pain and cramping. A new 
study from the Cleveland Clinic found those who could not tolerate statins were able to 
reduce their LDL Cholesterol by more than half with a PCSK9 inhibitor injection. 
 
News    4/04/16   5:30pm           1:00 
 
We've known for a while that cholesterol lowering drugs can help people with heart disease. It 
might be a good idea to start taking cholesterol medication, even if you don't have high 
cholesterol.  New research shows it can help prevent heart attacks in low-risk patients. A 
'New England Journal of Medicine' study found a daily statin could reduce the risk of heart 
disease, by about 25 percent. Baystate Medical Center's Dr. Quinn Pack told 22News the 
study suggests the average person could benefit from taking cholesterol-lowering medication. 
He said that could also eliminate the need of routine blood tests. He said, “We are getting to 
the point where these medicines are consistent enough in their effect that we pretty much 
know what they're going to do and the idea of an annual blood test is kind of losing vogue, it 
really is not essential.” He urges men over 50, and women over 60, to talk to their doctor 
about taking cholesterol medication. But critics argue the medication has side effects, 
including an increased risk of vision problems.   
 
News    4/06/16   11pm           1:30 
 
It can be easy to recognize the signs and symptoms, but caring for someone with dementia is 
difficult. Wednesday night at the Leavitt Family Jewish home in Longmeadow, doctors met 
with residents coping with and caring for parents or grandparents living with dementia.  It's a 
mental disorder that can impair memories, cause personality changes and impair reasoning. 
Doctors said it's important for people to know help is available.  
 
News    4/07/16   5:30pm           1:30 
 
Asthma affects millions of people every year.  The number of asthma cases are increasing 
every year.  About 1 in 12 people in the United States suffer from asthma and there are a 
number of things that can trigger it, especially this time of year.  Shortness of breath, chest 
pain, coughing and wheezing are all symptoms of asthma. While there is no cure for the 
chronic condition it can be managed through controlled medications and the use of inhalers. 
The rain today was probably helpful to some asthma sufferers today because it helps to wash 
the pollen out of the air. 
 
News    4/10/16   10pm           1:30 
 
Dozens gathered in Springfield to discuss the current opiate epidemic that is affecting not 
only western Massachusetts but the nation. The interactive town hall was hosted by Holy 
Redeemer cathedral ministries in Springfield. It was also attended by multiple city and health 
officials who have witnessed the epidemic first hand. The event was a faith based discussion 



by community members. They say the opiate epidemic is often not talked about in church 
communities. 
 
News    4/11/16   5:30pm           1:30 
 
More troubles for Baystate Medical Center. The hospital warned hundreds of dialysis patients 
late last week that they're at risk for disease. Western Massachusetts lawmakers found out 
about possible dialysis contamination problems at Baystate medical center, just as they're 
planning to meet with budget writers to secure more state funding for hospitals. In a 
statement to 22 News, Baystate Health said 575 patients who underwent kidney dialysis at 
Baystate Medical Center between January first of last year and February tenth of this year 
may have been exposed to pathogens. This is due to improper procedures uncovered by the 
state Department of Public Health. Baystate Health believes the risk is very low. They're 
warning those patients that they are at risk for disease out of an abundance of caution. 22 
News spoke with Western Massachusetts lawmakers, just before they met with budget 
writers to secure more state funding for hospitals, like Baystate. State Rep. Michael Finn 
said, "Well, obviously it's one of concern, you know? Not just as a legislator, but as a person 
who uses that health system. You know, make sure that all the proper protocols are being 
followed." So far Baystate has received no reports of anyone sick. 
 
News    4/13/16   5:30pm           1:30 
 
New warnings regarding the Zika virus.  Health officials now say the Zika virus is spreading 
faster and could be more dangerous than originally thought. The nation’s top health experts 
are on an urgent mission to keep pregnant women in the U.S. from contracting the Zika virus. 
They're now reporting that unborn babies are at risk for a longer period than first thought, and 
the mosquito that carries Zika is active in at least 30 states especially in the most southern 
states from Texas to Florida. This comes in the middle of spring break vacation season. In 
Puerto Rico, many residents are living in fear of the virus. Throughout Latin America and the 
Caribbean, thousands of babies have been born with deformities. People most at risk are 
those living or visiting areas without air conditioning or window screens, near standing water 
where mosquitos thrive. Still, some choose to not let the virus limit their travel. Researchers 
hope to have a vaccine ready for trials by September, but a wide-spread rollout is a long way 
off. The NIH and CDC are now asking congress for nearly $2-billion in emergency funding. 
 
News    4/23/16   11pm           1:30 
 
Breast cancer survivors around western Massachusetts shared their stories of hope and 
courage in Springfield. Hundreds of women came to the Mass Mutual Center for the 19th 
Annual Rays of Hope Breast Cancer Survivors' Day. The event is an opportunity for breast 
cancer survivors to celebrate their victory over cancer, and reflect on the unpredictable and 
difficult journey. Survivors told 22News they're trying to inspire others with cancer to keep 
fighting. According to the American Cancer Society, one of every thirty- eight women die of 
breast cancer each year. 
 
News    4/25/16   5:30pm           1:30 



 
Baystate Health wants to stop inpatient care at Baystate Mary Lane Hospital in Ware. If you 
live in Palmer or Ware, you might have noticed residents are taking a new approach to voice 
their opposition. People are posting signs in their yards and bumper stickers on their cars, as 
an effort to save their hospital. Baystate Health wants to combine inpatient services at their 
Palmer and Ware hospitals. They filed a request with the state to stop admitting patients at 
Baystate Mary Lane by summer. Baystate Health claims Mary Lane Hospital in Ware has 
fewer than 10 "admitted" patients per day, and they have 25 beds.  Some residents don't 
believe Baystate Wing in Palmer has the room for the additional patients. Baystate Health 
Interim president Michael Moran told 22News they have until the end of the week to explain 
to the state why moving services under one roof would work better. Baystate Wing Hospital in 
Palmer has 46 beds for inpatient care. 
 
News    5/2/16    11pm           1:30 
 
More than 1,300 people died in Massachusetts last year as a result of heroin and prescription 
drug overdoses. 22News looked at the state numbers and found overdose deaths have 
increased in western Massachusetts. A familiar and deadly problem is only getting 
worse. The increase for the firefighters and first responders has gone up. The state 
department of public health found heroin and opioid overdose deaths rose in 2015. 22News 
broke down the numbers for you here in western Massachusetts. Hampden County had the 
highest number of overdose deaths at 94. Berkshire County followed with 30. Hampshire 
county had 17, and 16 died in Franklin County. There were 36 deaths in 
Springfield. Chicopee had 18. Pittsfield had 16. Greenfield and Westfield both had 7. The 
report also focused on the growing role of the synthetic drug fentanyl in overdose deaths in 
Massachusetts. In more than half of last year's deaths, fentanyl was found in the victim's 
system. It's 30 to 50 times more potent than heroin. Firefighters have seen, first hand, how 
addicts are using the overdose reversal drug Narcan as a safety net. Foley said Narcan has 
saved lives, but only if used during a small window of time before cardiac arrest.   
 
News    5/2/16    5:30pm           1:30 
 
More and more children are suffering concussions on the playground. Monkey bars and 
swings might be fun to play on, but they're also dangerous. Since kids don't always know 
their limits on the playground, you must supervise them. A new Centers for Disease Control 
report found playground concussions have increased in recent years. 23 of every 100,000 
children suffered brain injuries on playgrounds in 2005. By 2013, that number 
more than doubled, jumping to 48 children. A child's concussion symptoms can last from 
days, to weeks. Fairview Elementary School nurse Nancy Jenks told 22News parents need to 
know the warning signs. She said, “If the child's able to get up and move around and is doing 
ok, watching for signs like nausea, vomiting, dizziness, are they acting themselves? Are they 
confused? Are they having trouble answering questions? Those types of things.” If your child 
has any of those symptoms, Jenks recommends taking them to the emergency room right 
away. While most kids completely recover, researchers say concussions, especially multiple 
concussions, can cause brain damage. 
 



News    5/4/16    5pm           1:30 
 
The Zika virus is expected to start spreading in the United States. We could start seeing 
small outbreaks of the Zika virus once mosquito season starts. Health officials say to protect 
us, they need money to research treatments, and develop tests. The Zika virus could soon 
start circulating in the United States, and health officials are warning the United States is not 
prepared for it. The virus is most commonly spread through mosquito bites, but mosquito 
prevention efforts typically run at the county level. The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention say they need money to help state and local governments ramp up their efforts, 
but Congress has approved no emergency funding. Hundreds of Americans have brought the 
Zika virus back with them after traveling to areas where it's already widespread. Now many 
experts worry that once mosquito season starts here, the virus could start 
spreading. Entomologist Bob Russell told 22News the type of mosquito that carries Zika tend 
to breed in homes and yards. He said the nation should focus their efforts on getting rid of the 
mosquitoes. He said, “Normally we don't recommend insecticides quickly in pest situations 
but in this instance, we're recommending that you seek out a professional to treat your yard 
for mosquitoes, especially if you have pregnant people at the house.” The Zika virus is known 
to cause severe and devastating birth defects. The National Institute of Health is expected to 
start testing a Zika vaccine as early as September. 
 
News    5/6/16    5pm           1:30 
 
The federal government has officially banned teens from buying e-cigarettes. The FDA has 
banned stores from selling e-cigarettes to everyone under the age of 18. The ban also 
includes cigars, hookah, and pipe tobacco and prevents these products from being sold in 
vending machines. The measure would force e-cigarette manufacturers to put a warning label 
on their packaging. Experts say the regulation would help reduce the number of young 
people who become addicted. 22News talked with Ananda Lennox of the Northampton 
Healthy Youth Coalition, who told 22News she thinks the ban also needs to focus on how 
companies market their product. Ananda Lennox told 22News, “I think it’s going to be an 
uphill battle to keep teens away from it because I think it’s going to set a restriction because 
they're at this age where it’s about experimentation but I think it's the right first step in trying 
to reduce it.” E-cigarettes are often advertised for their different fruity flavors, which makes 
them appealing to teens. The ban will go into effect in three months. 
 
News    5/6/16    6pm           1:30 
 
The Centers for Disease Control is linking the rise of Hepatitis C to baby boomers and 
intravenous drug use. Hepatitis C has claimed more lives than any other virus, including HIV 
and Aids. About 3.5 million Americans have hepatitis c, but only half know they're infected. It 
a disease of the blood. Most cases are among baby boomers; people between 61 and 71-
years-old. Many patients were infected during blood transfusions, before blood was tested for 
the virus. But the CDC reports new cases of Hep C have nearly doubled since 2010 among I-
V drug users. In 20-14 there were nearly 20-thousand deaths related to Hep C. There is a 
cure for Hepatitis C, depending on the strain. A simple blood test will reveal whether you're 
infected. 



News    5/27/16   5:30pm           1:00 
 
An American woman has contracted a superbug that cannot be killed by any existing 
antibiotic. This is the first known case in the United States. The infection, known as C-R-E, is 
incredibly difficult to treat and can quickly become deadly. One report suggests that as many 
as half the patients with this kind of infection will die. The director of the Centers for disease 
control says we can expect to see more superbugs in the future. He is urging scientists to 
develop new drugs quickly.   
 
News    6/6/16    6pm           1:00 
 
The Death Rate in the United States is now at its highest level in a decade. We're seeing 
more and more people dying of overdoses across the country and here in our region. More 
people are also dying from Alzhemier's disease, suicide, and even homicide. All reasons why 
our death rate has gone up. So far in 2016, there have been at least 11 drug overdose 
deaths in Western Massachusetts. Northwestern District Attorney David Sullivan told 22News 
why a stronger heroin could be to blame. David Sullivan Said, "We still haven't peaked yet. 
There's a lot of people addicted to these drugs, they don't see the high risk. With Fetanyl 
being added to the heroin supply it's never been more dangerous to be addicted 
to heroin." Sullivan said heroin mixed with the fentanyl substance is 50 times more powerful. 
In Massachusetts, over 1500 people died from drug overdoses in 2015. That's 150 more 
people than in 2014. 
 
News    6/16/16   6pm           1:30 
 
Western Massachusetts is in the peak of tick season. UMass Amherst is home to a laboratory 
that tests ticks from around the country. But a local program called Tick Report partners with 
cities and towns to subsidize the costs of tick testing. The town pays $1,500, and up to 100 
residents can pay just $15 to get a tick tested. Normally it's a $50 fee. The laboratory 
catalogs each tick under a microscope, grinds it up into a powder, and then tests the DNA for 
disease. They guarantee results in five days but it can be done as quickly as one day. The 
Northeast is an area where diseased ticks are common. Experts say it has a lot to do with 
deer. Stephen Rich, Director, Laboratory of Medical Zoology told 22News, “More deer means 
more ticks and more ticks mean more disease. You have basically up to 24 hours in the case 
of Lyme disease to pull the tick off and prevent exposure. It takes a while for the tick to 
become attached and actually transmit pathogens.” Tim Daly, Laboratory Assistant said, 
“People should just be aware that there is more than just Lyme disease out there and we 
have test for pretty much everything.” They stress that if your tick tests positive for a disease, 
it doesn't mean you have it, just that you've been exposed. Talk to your doctor. 
 
News    6/30/16   5:30pm           1:30 
 
What do you think is the number one killer of Americans? The answer may surprise you. 
Cancer, Alzheimers, diabetes, stroke, what about drug overdose? According to the Centers 
for Disease Control, those are all top killers, but #1 is heart disease. 22News went to 
Hampshire Cardiovascular Associates. They told us your heart disease is about 75% lifestyle 



and 25% genetic. Genetic is what you can't control, but the lifestyle is what you can. That's 
why the say it's important to exercise and eat healthy. Talk with your doctor about how you 
can stay as close to your ideal body weight as possible. They told 22News they commonly 
use a treadmill stress test to measure cardiovascular health and then test for coronary artery 
disease. James  Kirchhoffer, Medical Director, Hampshire Cardiovascular Associates said, 
“Heart disease remains the number one killer of our fellow citizens in the United States 
because we don't follow the four word mantra of eat less and move more. We've had 
tremendous advances in technology and medication that help reduce the death rate from 
heart disease, but we still have an epidemic of heart disease.” About 610,000 people die of 
heart disease in the United States every year. That's 1 in every 4 deaths. 
 
 



The following is WWLP programming addressing Jobs during 
the 2nd quarter of 2016.  These issues were addressed through 
our locally produced news programming. 
 
News    4/5/16    5pm              1: 00 
 
For the second time in less than two months, MassMutual workers found out they'll soon be 
out of a job. A company spokesman confirmed that 100 employees will lose their jobs over 
the next 18 months. MassMutual spokesman Jim Lacey told 22News the company's offering 
a severance package to any employees affected by the layoffs. He also said those 
employees can apply for open positions, within the company. MassMutual is one of the 
largest employers in the region.  Lacey told 22News that most of the people losing their jobs, 
work at MassMutual headquarters. He said their work is being outsourced to a U.S.-based 
vendor, the company's worked with for a long-time. 
 
News    4/8/16    5pm             1: 00 
 
900 Hampden county teenagers can count on a state funded pay-check this summer. Dozens 
of young people were told that the regional employment board has the money to put nearly 
one thousand of them to work for six weeks earning ten dollars an hour. Before starting their 
summer jobs, each of the 900 young people will receive hours of special workplace safety 
training. 
 
News    4/15/16   5am             1: 00 
 
Massachusetts continued to add jobs in March while the state's unemployment rate ticked 
down to 4.4 percent. Preliminary estimates from the federal Bureau of Labor Statistics show 
the state gained about 69-hundred jobs last month. It also found there are nearly 26,000 
fewer unemployed persons in Massachusetts than a year ago. The March jobless rate of 4.4 
percent was down from a nearly 15-year low of 4.5 percent in February. 
 
News    4/18/16   11pm             1: 30 
 
A surge in gun sales created tens of thousands of jobs last year. According to the National 
Shooting Sports Foundation, the gun industry added nearly 25,000 jobs, nationwide in 2015. 
That's 10% more than 2014 for gun manufacturing and retail jobs. Gun sales are being driven 
by a desire for self-defense and concerns over stricter gun control laws. According to the 
Shooting Sports Foundation, gun sales remain strong so far this year, with FBI background 
checks on track to break a new annual record.   
 
News    4/18/16   5:30pm             1: 30 
 
The nation's largest strike since 2011 continued Monday, with nearly 40-thousand union 
Verizon workers on the picketing lines. This is the 6th day of the strike, but it probably won't 
be the last. Some two dozen workers walked the picket line in Hadley Monday, a fraction of 



what we're seeing across the country. These workers are part of the 'Communications 
Workers of America.' The union wants Verizon to stop outsourcing jobs offshore, hiring non-
union contractors, and closing call centers. The union also complains, Verizon asks workers 
to work hundreds of miles away from their families for months at a time. One of the workers 
told 22News the company could easily stop the strike. Verizon sent 22News a statement that 
reads in part: "We've asked the unions for added flexibility with how we can route calls 
between our call centers, and where we can deploy workers to where they're most needed.” 
 
News    4/22/16   6pm             1: 30 
 
College graduation is just around the corner.  Many college seniors are hoping they'll be able 
to say they have full time jobs lines up after graduation next month. According to a new 
survey from Careerbuilder they shouldn't have a problem finding employment. 67 percent of 
employers say they plan to hire recent college graduates this year, up 2 percent from last 
year. Many current college students expect to be making 50,000 dollars or more right after 
they graduate college, and according to a new survey a large percentage of employers are 
willing to offer that. According to Careerbuilder, 27 percent of employers hiring recent college 
graduates this year will pay a starting salary of 50,000 or more. While the job market does 
seem to be doing better, some employers think college grads may not be ready for the real 
world. They're concerned colleges focus too much on book learning instead of real world 
learning and that students don't focus on internships. For one western New England 
University senior, her internship helped secure her future. Students who will have the easiest 
time finding jobs according to Careerbuilder are those who studied business, Computer 
information and engineering. 
 
News    5/9/16    6pm           1: 30 
 
Temporary jobs are becoming more popular. Nearly 3 million people are employed in 
temporary jobs, and that number is expected to grow almost 6 percent as companies aim to 
be more nimble in changing markets. Hiring temporary employees is helping businesses 
sidestep talent gaps.  New research from Careerbuilder shows that companies are starting to 
tap into the temporary labor market, with temporary employment expected to add over 
173,000 jobs in the next three years.  For workers, temporary positions allows them to 
develop various skills, build relationships. For many temporary workers or contractors the 
benefits are still being provided on a certain level by employers. And with the reform in 
healthcare over the last several years they are able to afford it on their own or find 
assistance. The growth is also attributed to the anticipated wage raises, where some states 
are aiming to make it to $15 an hour. 
 
News    5/12/16   11pm           1: 00 
 
Springfield gun maker Smith and Wesson is hiring. The legendary company has put out the 
call to hire 36 new employees for their warehouse. The shifts available vary from overnight to 
mornings. Employment agency United Personnel is handling the hiring for the gun 
manufacturer. They told 22News, a political shift may have something to do the demand for 



more workers. Qualified Job applicants must have a high school diploma or GED. Smith and 
Wesson will provide training for its new employees.   
 
News    5/17/16   5pm           2: 00 
 
Massachusetts is hiring. When it comes to job opportunities and talent, our commonwealth 
leads the nation. It's why General Electric is moving to Boston, and Chinese rail company 
CRRC is moving to Springfield. But high tech jobs are going unfilled. The Massachusetts 
Technology Leadership Council's State of the Technology Economy report found there are 17 
job openings for each recent computing or math graduate. Just last year, the report found, 
there were more than 123-thousand tech job postings in Massachusetts. With projects like 
MGM Springfield and CRRC Rail Corporation coming to Western Massachusetts, there's also 
a need for highly skilled workers in the construction and manufacturing fields. Lucky for them, 
free apprenticeship programs are nearby. The Sheet Metal Workers Union collaborates with 
local vocational high schools and hiring agencies to help fill those open positions. No 
experience is required. The tech report also encouraged the state to make an effort to hire 
more women and minority workers in these fields. Business leaders warn, if these positions 
aren't filled, the jobs may move out of Massachusetts, and that could impact everyone's 
wallet. 
 
News    5/18/16   5pm           2: 00 
 
If you didn't qualify for overtime pay before, you may soon. Workers, you'll want to listen up, 
this could affect your paycheck. This new rule doubles the maximum annual income a 
salaried worker can earn, and still make overtime pay. 4.2 million workers could soon have 
some extra change in their pockets. The Obama administration announced a new overtime 
rule that doubles the current overtime threshold. Under the new rule, anyone who makes a 
salary of $47,500 or less will automatically qualify for overtime pay if they work more than 40 
hours a week. Some people argue the salary threshold should be even higher. The new 
overtime rule will probably have an effect on all job sectors, but it's expected to have the 
biggest impact on non-profit groups, retail companies, hotels, and restaurants. The salaries of 
many restaurants and retail managers are below the new threshold. And business groups 
worry they'll now be forced to cut wages or lay off employees. The rule's expected to take 
effect in December. Republicans in Congress have said they'll try to block the rule, but they'd 
have to overcome a presidential veto. 
 
News    5/27/16   5:30pm           1: 00 
 
A Job Fair at the Day's Inn in Chicopee was just what some young people needed to help get 
their lives back on track. More than a dozen Westover job corps students were among the job 
seekers. Now that these young people have earned their GED's, obtained their driver's 
license and have had job training, their next step is finding a job. During the past fifty years, 
the Westover job corps center has helped thousands of young people learn skills that lead to 
employment. 
 
News    5/27/16   6pm           1: 00 



 
Striking Verizon employees may be back to work next week. The company and its unions 
reached an agreement in principle for a four-year contract. About 39-thousand Verizon 
landline and cable employees have been on strike since April. They had been working 
without a contract since last August. Labor Secretary Thomas Perez says the agreement is 
being written now and will be submitted for approval from union members. 
 
News    6/10/16   5pm           1: 00 
 
Hundreds of job seekers filled Holyoke's Heritage State Park. They came looking for work 
during the 8th annual "Hot Dogs for Hot Jobs" job fair. Dozens of employers ranging from 
Cooley Dickenson Health Care to Yankee Candle Company interviewed prospective 
employees. Some applied for a job as a new beginning to their lives. Career-point Job 
training in Holyoke hosts these outdoor job fairs, which have proven successful in the past. In 
the seven previous events, hundreds of applicants found jobs. 
 
News    6/14/16   6pm           1: 00 
 
A new government plan hopes to help people find jobs this summer. It's called the WIOA, or 
the Workforce Opportunity Act. The act replaces the Workforce Investment Act, or the WIA, 
which was instituted in 1998. The legislation puts an emphasis on the business community 
and improving job opportunities for people with disabilities. It also opens the door for states' 
greater use of partnerships between businesses. Career Point, a non-profit career center in 
Holyoke helps people find job opportunities in western Massachusetts. David Gadaire the 
President and CEO of CareerPoint told 22News, “We have more people finding work and 
less people using our services which is ok but we're finding we're giving them more service 
per person. So there's a shift going on there.” The Workforce Opportunity Act was signed into 
law by President Obama in July of 2014, but it has several provisions taking effect this year. 
CareerPoint is developing strategies on how best to work with business partners to get 
people jobs. Gadaire said a lower employment rate and an improved economy means better 
job prospects right now. 
 
News    6/16/16   6am           1: 00 
 
Fewer lower-income men are working, and that reflects a big problem with the economy. 
According to the Brookings institution, only 69-percent of these men ages 25 to 54 are 
employed. That's down from 80-percent in 1980. Research shows lower-income men are 
leaving the labor force because they're ill or disabled. But experts say it's also because many 
lack more education and skills, which is among the reasons why the work gap is widening.     
 
News    6/30/16   5pm           1: 00 
 
The unemployment rate among veterans remains high and one local program is looking to 
help. The Springfield Partners for Community Action is an anti-poverty agency. They created 
the Veterans Work First program that works to bridge the gap between available jobs and the 
skills of the veterans in the community. The agency is recruiting for jobs in a variety of 



industries including customer service, healthcare and maintenance. For more information on 
the program, call Veterans Services at 413-263-6500. 
 

 


