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The following is WWLP programming addressing Crime during 
the 4TH quarter of 2016.  These issues were addressed through 
our locally produced news programming. 

 
News    10/04/16   11pm                1:30 
 
An Uber driver accused of assaulting a UMass student lied about his identity to get the 
job. That driver was taking the student back to the North Apartments on campus. She had no 
idea he had lied about who he was. The man accused of sexually assaulting a UMass 
student is being held without bail after his most recent arrest Monday night in Holyoke. 18 
year-old Samuel Texidor is accused of offering the student a free Uber ride home last month, 
and then attacking her. Texidor used a fake I-D to meet age Uber's age requirement. Texidor 
is one of several people across the country who's lied about his identity to Uber. Last month, 
the district attorneys in both Los Angeles and San Francisco said Uber failed to find the 
criminal records of 25 drivers they employed in the cities. Taxis typically use a 3rd party 
background check service called Live Scan, which takes drivers' fingerprints. Fingerprints can 
verify driving records and criminal histories, as well as sex offender and terrorist watch 
lists. Uber uses a "Chekr," which doesn't require fingerprints.  A new state law signed in 
August adds a state background check for Uber drivers, but it doesn't go into effect until 
August 2017, and it doesn't include finger printing. Uber argues gathering fingerprints is 
expensive and discriminatory to too many minorities looking for a job.   
 
News    10/04/16   11pm                1:30 
 
Supermarket Chain Big Y said they found skimming devices in five of their 75 stores and 
three of those stores are in Western Massachusetts.  Big Y sent out a release tonight saying 
that during their security sweeps in the past week, they discovered, and immediately 
removed, five credit card skimming devices on 5 payment terminals. The five skimmers had 
been placed at food service/pizza registers last week. None were at any checkouts. The 
three affected stores in western Massachusetts are in Northampton, Wilbraham, and here on 
Cooley Street in Springfield. The other two are in Connecticut. Big Y said, so far, they have 
no reason to believe any customer data was compromised. They've inspected all of their 
terminals, and plan to continue to do so. 
 
News    10/05/16   10pm                1:30 
 
It's been 11 years but tonight, an arrest has finally been made in a Holyoke murder case. 
State Local and federal law Enforcement will announce an arrest tomorrow in the 
2005 shooting death of Jesse Noel Rosario. At the time, Holyoke police said this man was 
their suspect, Joey Camacho. We have a state police "Most Wanted" poster, naming a then-
29-year-old Joey Camacho as the suspect in Rosario's murder. Rosario was shot and killed 
on beacon Avenue, March 17th, 2005. Former Holyoke Police Chief Anthony Scott told 
22News at the time that the murder was the result of "a drug deal gone bad, " and that "It was 
likely payback for an unpaid drug debt." 22News has not confirmed whether Camacho is the 



murder suspect in custody now. The formal arrest announcement will be made at Holyoke 
Police Headquarters tomorrow morning, and 22News will be there. 
 
News    10/05/16   5:30pm                         1:30 
 
We're hearing reports of Creepy clowns across the country and western Massachusetts as 
well. Northampton Police say they know of one clown incident, but witnesses say a second 
clown has been spotted after dark. A clown spotted various times between 10 and Midnight 
Tuesday by the McDonalds on King Street in Northampton. People told 22News this is where 
the clown was spotted. Right below the golden arches and they said they're sure, this clown 
was no Ronald McDonald. Nate Rogers said, “I'm scared. I'm really scared. I'm just scared of 
clowns. I know they are mostly harmless but mostly is mostly and not completely.” Conway 
resident Thomas Powers told 22News he saw it all happen. He claims teens chased the 
clown away. But he came back 20 minutes later, hopped into a car, and taunted them 
through the window while honking. Thomas Powers said, “He realized that the kids were 
following him and he did a really dangerous maneuver where he passed about 6 or 7 cars all 
in one whack which easily could have caused an accident, but then no one saw him again.” 
The Northampton sighting was around the same time UMass Amherst students went looking 
for an alleged clown on campus. And several days after this New England Scare Fest 
promotional video went viral. Capt. John Cartledge, Northampton Police Department said, 
“With all the incidents related to clowns that have been going on over the past month or so. 
Not a good idea to dress up as a clown, especially if you have a fake weapon. That is going 
to draw some attention and depending on the circumstances, you could be charged with a 
crime.” Northampton Police said they were never called about the alleged clown sighting and 
the McDonalds manager didn't hear about it. But Northampton Police did say in a separate 
incident, a person got a text message with a video showing a clown throwing a pie on a car, 
and then returned home to a pie on his car. 
 
News    10/06/16    5pm                         1:30 
 
New leads tonight in the two decade old murder case of Agawam teacher Lisa Ziegert. 
Hampden County District Attorney Anthony Gulluni said they are moving closer in 
determining who murdered Lisa Zeigert. Last week, Gulluni released a composite sketch of 
what the killer may look like. The picture shows what that person may have looked like at age 
25 and age 50.  This image was created from DNA found at the crime scene, and is not said 
to be completely accurate. Since the images' release, the Hampden district attorney's office 
and investigators have been receiving leads from people around the country on a potential 
suspect. Anthony Gulluni said, “Someone out there knows something and they haven't 
furnished that to police yet. So we can piece together a case and ultimately make an arrest 
and put someone behind bars for the rest of his life.” The DNA testing predicts physical 
appearance and ancestry from unidentified DNA evidence. Agawam's Lisa Zeigert was 
murdered 24 years ago. There's never been an arrest in the case. If you have any information 
on the case you are encouraged to call the Lisa Ziegert tip line at 413-333-9148. 
 
News    10/07/16    11pm                         1:30 
 



A dramatic end to Cara Rintala's third murder trial. The Jury deliberated for four days, and 
late this afternoon, delivered the unanimous decision that Cara Rintala killed her wife in their 
Granby Home in 2010, with malice of forethought, and extreme atrocity. Right after that 
verdict was read, a stunned and emotional Rintala looked at the jury cried out at them, "You 
are so wrong!" She and her family cried as the jury was polled to make certain the verdict 
was unanimous. This was Rintala's 3rd trial, for the strangling death of her wife Annamarie 
Cochrane Rintala in the basement of their Granby home in 2010. The 2 previous trials ended 
in mistrials after the juries failed to reach unanimous verdicts. Asst. District Attorney Stephen 
Gagne said the strength of their evidence and experts allowed the jury to finally reach a 
verdict, and find justice for Annamarie. Gagne said, “She died way too young. This verdict 
doesn't bring her back, but this verdict brings a measure of justice which is long overdue.” 
Rintala will be sentenced on Wednesday at 2:00. Under Massachusetts law, a first degree 
murder conviction carries a mandatory sentence of life in prison with no parole. The family 
has the right to give impact statements at the sentencing, but it won't change the 
verdict. Rintala will appeal both her conviction and her sentence. The appeal process can 
take years, but she'll be fighting that appeal from prison.   
 
News    10/10/16    11pm                         1:30 
 
Days after a deadly home invasion, a Franklin county community is still mourning. But, two 
suspects are in custody tonight. Many neighbors tonight didn't want to go on camera but they 
all said the same thing: they're glad it's over, and that justice can now be served. Five days 
after a deadly home invasion in Orange, Tina Streeter says she's relieved the suspects are in 
handcuffs.  The suspects are 23 year-old Joshua Hart and 27 year-old Brittany Smith of 
Athol.  They were found Saturday in Lexington, Virginia, inside a U-Haul parked outside 
Walmart. This, after they allegedly stole the victim's car, and used it to get out of state. The 
two allegedly killed 95 year-old Thomas Harty & seriously hurt his wife, 77 year-old Joanna 
Fisher, who days after the invasion, is still recovering at UMass Medical Center in 
Worcester. Hart and Smith are being held without bail in Virginia. They'll be brought back to 
Massachusetts, and charged with murder, attempted murder, robbery, larceny, and 
conspiracy. The murder was one of many crimes the two allegedly committed last 
week. According to the Greenfield Recorder, Hart & Smith were arrested 2 days before the 
murder, but wouldn't specify why. 22News also found out they're suspects in a robbery at a 
Virginia mall the day after the elderly couple was found in Orange. Hart & Smith are 
scheduled to be arraigned Tuesday. The earliest they'll be back in Massachusetts could be 
Thursday.   
 
News    10/12/16    11pm                         1:30 
 
A shocking case of suspected animal neglect in West Springfield. An abandoned home in 
deplorable condition with pets trapped inside for a month. 22News answered neighbors’ calls 
for help, and tonight those cats were rescued. Few words from the owner of 19 Queen 
Avenue in West Springfield, after two cats were rescued from her deplorable home. It was 
foreclosed on in December.  One neighbor, who didn't want to be on-camera, said she left a 
month ago with her pets still inside. When 22News got here we saw all the neighbors 
gathered around the home just trying to get these animals out safely. They said that is the 



number one concern. 22News was able to get a camera in the window, and there was fecal 
matter, empty cat food cans and garbage scattered all around the floor. Robert said over the 
last month he made several calls to police, the MSPCA, to try and get these animals out, but 
had no luck. Wednesday night, he called 22News, and now the two cats that were left in that 
home, are now out, alive and safe.   
 
News    10/14/16    11pm                         1:30 
 
No bail for a man and a woman from Athol accused of killing a 95 year old man during a 
home invasion in Orange last week. 23-year-old Joshua Hart and 27-year-old Brittany Smith 
both pleaded not guilty to murder, attempted murder, home invasion and armed robbery at 
their Orange District Court arraignments. The District Attorney also released gruesome 
details of the home invasion and murder. Hart and Smith are accused of murdering Thomas 
Harty and critically wounding his wife Joanna Fisher in their East River Street home in 
Orange last Wednesday. They were tracked down and arrested in Virginia last 
weekend. Orange residents can't understand how something like this 
happened.    Northwestern District Attorney David Sullivan released the facts of the attack on 
the elderly couple. According to the document, Thomas Harty was stabbed and suffocated, 
and his wife was tortured for hours. 
 
News    10/14/16    11pm                         1:00 
 
Police arrested a Level 3 Sex Offender after a woman said she was attacked in a Ludlow 
church. Ludlow Police Sgt. Daniel Valadas told 22News police received a "frantic" 9-1-1 call 
from a woman who claimed she was assaulted by a man in the Christ the King Church chapel 
Thursday. Springfield Police arrested 52-year-old Mario Felici of Springfield.  Felici's charged 
with Assault & Battery and Strangulation/Suffocation. The victim, a 57-year-old woman, told 
police she had been choked from behind and pushed up against the chapel wall. 
 
News    10/17/16    11pm                         1:00 
 
New information after a Springfield man was stabbed to death in Worcester. Worcester Police 
have confirmed it was 23-year-old Julien Holly that was found lying in the middle of Harding 
Street early Sunday morning. Officers were called to the area for a report of a large fight. He 
was rushed to the hospital where he died. Four years ago, Holly was charged in connection 
with the murder of 18 year old Keough Collins of Springfield. At the time, Springfield Police 
said Holly was the getaway driver. Ashawnee Duke was eventually convicted of Collins' 
murder. 
 
News    10/17/16    11pm                         1:30 
 
Up to a dozen Springfield police officers may face criminal charges after they allegedly 
attacked four unarmed black men in April 2015. Four men allege that 8 to 10 off-duty cops 
jumped them in the parking lot of Nathan Bill's Bar and Restaurant. Attorney Joe Smith said 
the dispute started when one of his clients whistled at a bartender, who may have been a 
police officer's girlfriend. One of the men had his teeth knocked loose, suffered a broken leg 



and a concussion. It's been 18 months since the incident and the officers still haven't 
received a disciplinary hearing. Back in January the Community Police hearing board 
sustained the allegations. These 12 officers were listed for that hearing board review. The 
District Attorney's office is investigating and the city attorney told 22News they can't move 
forward with a hearing until the D-A wraps up his investigation. 
 
News    10/18/16    11pm                         1:00 
 
A 16-year-old from Massachusetts is now on the state's Most Wanted List for allegedly 
shooting and killing a man. Jayden Smith of Fall River, and another suspect, who has not 
been identified, are accused of shooting and killing 29-year-old Jerrod Cohen. The other 
suspect was arrested but Smith disappeared. He is facing numerous charges including 
homicide. A 1-thousand dollar reward has been offered for information leading to his arrest. 
Anyone with information is asked to call Massachusetts State Police.   
 
News    10/19/16   11pm                           1:00 
 
Prosecutors have filed a new murder charge against a Springfield man accused of beating a 
5-month-old baby to death. 34-year-old Miguel Fonseca-Colon was ordered held without bail 
after pleading not guilty at his arraignment in Springfield District Court. The new charge 
comes just days after four indictments against Fonseca-Colon were dismissed. The judge 
ruled that prosecutors failed to present statements in 2014 to a grand jury from the baby's 
mother and aunt. Authorities said the baby, Jadamier Cintron, suffered 32 fractures and died 
from blunt force trauma. 
 
News    10/19/16   11pm                           1:30 
 
The mayor of Agawam fired 3 police officers today, after a four month investigation, into a 
use of force incident. 22News went into Agawam and talked with residents and it was mixed 
reaction about the news of the officers being fired. 3 Agawam police officers were fire, 
following a 4 month investigation. Mayor Richard Cohen fired the officers, for what the chief 
called "a use of force incident." David Desjardins was arrested at Six Flags and brought here 
to the Agawam police department.  He was charged with disorderly conduct, resisting arrest 
and assault and battery on a police officer. The incident happened this past June and was 
caught on camera. Wednesday Mayor Cohen fired Sergeant Anthony Grasso, Officer Edward 
Connor, and Officer John Moccio for their involvement. Attorney John Connor, who 
represents the fired police officers told 22News they're appealing the mayor's decision. And 
they were only following the procedures they were trained to do. At this time, there is a 
criminal investigation by Hampden County District Attorney office into the actions of these 
police officers.   
 
News    10/21/16   11pm                           1:30 

Allegations of a cover up and extremely weak punishment for Springfield police officers’ 
actions. The Springfield police department is taking a lot of heat for two incidents one that 
happened in February another that happened in April of last year. 22News spoke to the 
District Attorney today about the alleged beating of 4 unarmed black men in April of 2015 and 



he told us we could get some answers as early as next week. Off-duty Springfield cops 
accused of jumping four men, leaving one with a broken leg.   20 months ago.  Attorney Joe 
Smith represents three of the alleged victims and told 22News the police tried to cover this 
up.  There's at least one surveillance camera pointing directly at the parking lot where the 
alleged attack occurred, even though Mayor Domenic Sarno wouldn't comment if the District 
Attorney had any surveillance video to review. 22News went to Rocky's cooperate offices. 
They wouldn't say if there was any surveillance video or if anyone asked to hand it over. 
Another video of Springfield detective Gregg Bigda hasn't been released either.  In that video 
lawyers who have seen it say he makes threatening and racist comments, even saying he 
plants evidence he was suspended 60 days. The Attorney General is looking into that 
Detective Bigda video and the District Attorney's office is investigating the incident involving 
the off-duty police officers.  
 
News    10/24/16   6pm                           1:00 

A former Deerfield Academy teacher is facing   another   lawsuit involving sexual abuse 
allegations. That teacher is being sued by a man who claims he was sexually abused at 
Deerfield Academy 30 years ago. The alleged victim claims that Peter Hindle abused him 
when he was 16 years old. Hindle worked as a math teacher at Deerfield Academy 44 years 
ago. The abuse allegedly took place at the victim's dorm room back in 1986. The lawsuit also 
claims a former supervisor at Deerfield Academy, was negligent in his supervision of Hindle. 
The supervisor's name is not being released. The suit was filed in Bristol County, because 
Hindle lives in Dartmouth. Gerry Dobsz of Shelburne Falls said, “It's hard to get your arms 
wrapped around those allegations like that. I mean it’s a very prestigious school and area 
here.” A California resident also claimed he was sexually abused by Hindle in 1979. Deerfield 
Academy paid $200,000 to settle that lawsuit in August. Hindle hasn't been prosecuted for 
any alleged abuse because the statute of limitations has run out. Deerfield Academy said its 
employees are correctly trained on proper interactions with students.   
 
News    10/25/16   6pm                           2:00 

Springfield's Police Commissioner is responding to allegations that his police department 
covered up incidents involving his officers. 22News spoke to Springfield Police Commissioner 
John Barbieri for the first time since allegations surfaced in two separate incidents involving 
their officers. The first incident took place in April of 2015, when a group of off-duty police 
officers allegedly attacked 4 unarmed black men in a parking lot on Island Pond Road. The 
incident involving the off-duty police officers happened more than a year ago, but the public 
didn't find out about it for another 18-months. Still, Commissioner Barbieri said they were 
never trying to cover it up. None of those officers have lost their jobs, and neither has 
Detective Gregg Bigda, who is accused of threatening two juveniles back in February. He 
was given with a 60-day suspension. A punishment that many people, including a city 
councilor have argued, isn't enough. The incident involving Detective Bigda is now being 
investigated by the attorney general's office. 
 
News    10/26/16   6pm                           1:30 
 



Police have two suspects in custody in the murder of an Amherst man. 33 year old Soknang 
Chham and his brother, 35 year old Soksot Chham are in jail tonight in connection to the 
murder of 31 year old Jose Rodriguez. A big break in a nearly two-week long homicide 
investigation. On Wednesday, the Northwestern District Attorney's Office announced that 
federal marshals arrested two men for the murder of Jose Rodriguez. It was just after 
midnight on Saturday October 15th when gunshots shattered the silence here at SouthPoint 
Apartment Complex in Amherst. In the days that followed, the friends and family of Jose 
Rodriguez established this makeshift memorial. From tears of sorrow to tears of joy that his 
alleged killers are locked up. Jose's friends gathered around the memorial, where candles 
remain lit, and his favorite slice of pizza is waiting. Jose and his alleged killers grew up 
together. Friends told 22News they want justice. Stacey Dalmeu said, “I was in the car with 
my son when I found out and I literally gasped a big gasp of air and screamed with joy 
because I've been asking God over and over please let these men who did this to our brother 
be caught and get justice for them.” The suspects, Soknang and Soksot Chham, allegedly got 
on a bus bound for Phoenix Arizona and escaped western Massachusetts. They were 
captured in Flagstaff. Rhomni St. John said, “It gives you confidence that people can go away 
that far and they can still be caught and brought to justice.” A sense of relief for a community 
not used to violence. Shawn Choi said, “This is Amherst. You never expect shootings to 
happen here. This is a college town. You are supposed to be safe. To hear that there was a 
shooting, especially in the area where I live, it's kind of scary.” It's not clear what led up to the 
deadly shooting. The key to that information may lie with another man who was shot, but 
lived. That man is out of the hospital recovering tonight. His name has not been given out. 
The suspects will be extradited back to Massachusetts to face charges. 
 
News    11/1/16   11pm                           1:00 
 
Two Springfield police officers are off the job tonight, recovering from injuries they received 
when they were hit by an armed robbery suspect's car. Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney 
said it started last night when Enfield police issued a lookout for a car involved in a 
shooting. 3 hours later, Delaney said the same suspects held up a 7-11 at gunpoint. This 
morning, the car hit the two Springfield officers trying to stop them. Police shot at the car as it 
drove off, grazing the driver. The chase ended when the car crashed into a building on 
Central & Maple Streets. Springfield Police arrested 22 year-old Derek Fernandes of 
Pawtucket, Rhode Island, and 18 year-old Melquon Alford of Springfield. They're charged 
with armed robbery and carrying a firearm. Fernandes, the driver who suffered a minor 
gunshot wound, has been charged with assault and battery with a dangerous weapon. Both 
Officers are recovering at home. 
 
News    11/3/16   11pm                           1:00 
 
Chicopee Police said exposure on 22News contributed to the quick arrests of a sex offender 
and a woman accused of teaming up to steal jewelry last month. 22News published 
surveillance photos of the October 27th larceny from Hollister Jewelers on Memorial Drive. 
Officer Mike Wilk said George Rivera distracted the clerk while Meaghan Carabetta swiped 
two thousand dollars’ worth of chains. Detectives arrested George Rivera of Chicopee, and 
Meaghan Carabetta of West Springfield this afternoon. In addition to the larceny charges, 



Officer Wilk said George Rivera is charged with his fourth offense of failing to register as a 
sex offender. A conviction carries a mandatory minimum sentence of five years in prison. 
 
News    11/7/16   10pm                           1:30 
 
A Westfield couple has been charged with manslaughter, accused of supplying a deadly dose 
of heroin to a woman in their building. 22News spoke with residents and the Mayor about 
heroin addiction in the city and the people it's impacting. Mayor Brian Sullivan told m22News6 
people have already died from heroin overdoses in Westfield this year. The woman in this 
case was 31-year-old Rebecca Swotchak. The Hampden county district attorney's office told 
22News that 33-year-old Daryn Sampson and 32-year-old Gilka Rolon-Arroyo for sold the 
deadly dose of heroin and fentanyl to Swotchak. A grand jury last week indicted them on 
charges of manslaughter, and unlawful distribution of heroin and fentanyl. Swotchack died of 
an accidental overdose on February 10th. Kelly Manos told 22News she also lost a friend to a 
heroin overdose. She said, “I've personally known a few people who have gotten into it in 
their lifetime. I wouldn't say it's a huge epidemic here, but it's bad. It's not good.” Sampson 
was arraigned Friday and is being held on 50-thousand dollars bail. Police are looking for 
Rolon-Arroyo. Mayor Sullivan said he's working with Westfield High School staff to 
incorporate drug abuse resistance education into next year's curriculum.   
 
News    11/14/16   11pm                           1:30 
 
A Main Street bar has been charged with selling alcohol to minors in Springfield. State 
Alcohol Investigators said they found 15 under-age college students in possession of alcohol 
at McCaffrey's Public house last Thursday. McCaffrey's owners will be summoned to a 
hearing before the Alcoholic Beverages Control Commission. If found to have violated the 
law, the bar's liquor license could be suspended, modified or revoked. 22News went to 
McCaffrey's, but they told us they had no comment and no interest in being interviewed for 
this story. 
 
News    11/15/16   11pm                           3:00 
 
Every year, hundreds of guns registered to other states are used to commit crimes right here 
in western Massachusetts. Gun laws and licensing requirements in Massachusetts are some 
of the strictest in the nation, but the laws are very different if you hop on the highway, and 
drive up north. New Hampshire and Maine have more lenient laws, where Vermont doesn't 
require a license at all. Police call I-91 the "iron pipeline." Because criminals use the highway 
for trafficking guns and drugs.  Chicopee Police Officer Milk Wilk told the I-Team cities like 
Chicopee, Springfield, and Holyoke are particularly vulnerable. Wilk said, “Everything comes 
through Chicopee, 91, MassPike, 291, 391, East, West, North, South, so that corridor, which 
leads to Vermont to New Hampshire to Maine, it's, the Northeast right now, is kind of the 
heroin capital.” Criminals use state highways to make dangerous exchanges that contribute 
to crime, and fuel the opioid epidemic. State Police Major Chris Mason, is the director of the 
Commonwealth Fusion Center, which tracks gun trends in Massachusetts. The I-Team spoke 
to him at state police headquarters in Framingham. Mason said, "We know there is an 
absolute nexus between crime guns and narcotics activity, we see that on a fairly regular 



basis." And once criminals in Massachusetts get their hands on the guns, Mason said, “We're 
often times seeing them used for criminal purposes.” The 22News I-Team obtained 
documents from the ATF.  We discovered that guns were used in 5,258 crimes across the 
state in 2015. Springfield had 688 gun crimes, which is the second largest amount statewide. 
Holyoke had 123, and Chicopee had 61. Hampden County District Attorney Anthony Gulluni 
told the I-Team the state police, FBI, and US Attorney's office created a new task force last 
year to help put criminals illegally carrying or trafficking firearms in prison. Gulluni said, “If 
these people are prone to use violence, if they have a history of violence, if they're leading 
gangs, if they're really promoting violence on the streets of this county in particular, in 
Springfield, we're working very hard, and are very successful in taking them off the streets.” 
The ATF was able to trace 979 of the 1,538 crime guns confiscated in Massachusetts in 
2014. More than half were purchased in a different state. 126 came from Georgia, Florida, 
and Virginia, as for New England, 121 traced to New Hampshire, 85 to Maine, and 25 to 
Vermont. Cities and towns are now required to report criminal gun incidents to the state 
police, where the data is used to identify gun trends, and find gun traffickers. In 2014 and 
2015, Police caught criminals' illegally manufacturing, selling, purchasing, transporting, and 
using guns in Massachusetts more than 11,500 times. 
 
News    11/18/16   6pm                           2:00 
 
Former South Hadley funeral home operator William Ryder is heading to jail after pleading 
guilty to the improper treatment of bodies, embezzlement and insurance fraud. William Ryder 
could spend up to two years in jail and 15 years on probation. After originally pleading not 
guilty, disgraced former South Hadley funeral home owner William Ryder changed his mind. 
Five bodies were found either decomposing, not embalmed or not refrigerated. One nearly 4 
weeks after death. A judge sentenced Ryder to jail and 15 years’ probation. Investigators say 
his funeral home was disheveled, papers everywhere. They discovered he pocketed more 
than $400,000 in customers pre-paid funeral expenses...money that should have been put in 
a trust or sent to insurance companies. The defendant accepted and kept $2,280 from Peter 
Martin Conway. According to his lawyer, A regular person spiraling into addiction and 
depression. Ryder also admitted to forging his ex-wife's signature on official funeral home 
documents to continue getting commission checks from insurance companies. As a condition 
of his sentence William Ryder will have to write his victims and their families and letter. The 
judge said he did not believe Ryder's crimes were done out of malice or evil. 
 
News    11/23/16   6pm                           1:00 
 
Holyoke Police arrested two men accused of running a heroin distribution ring. Hampden 
County District Attorney Spokesman Jim Leyden told 22News police arrested Edwin Santos 
and Ramon Rivera last Wednesday. Police said they seized 460 bags of heroin, wrapped and 
ready for sale. Santos was ordered held on 100-thousand dollars bail at his arraignment. 
Rivera failed to show up for his court date. Leyden said a warrant has been issued for his 
arrest. 
 
News    11/26/16   10pm                           1:30 
 



Springfield Mayor Domenic Sarno said he's fed up with violence - after two men were shot 
overnight, in the Mardi Gras parking lot. The Mayor told 22News, he's ordered a hearing, to 
review the security procedures at the Mardi Gras. Springfield Police Lt. Richard Labelle 
said two men, were shot and wounded in the strip club's parking lot, at around 2:00 Saturday 
morning. One of the victims, was shot in the leg, the other victim -was shot in the stomach. 
Sarno said, “We've had some alarming issues that seem to continue to evolve around the 
parking lot area. Even with police on the scene this is how brazen these repeat violent 
offenders are. We're not going to tolerate this. I'm going to continue to bring that broom out 
and we're going to be making a clean sweep, and to sweep this garbage, these violent 
offenders out of the city of Springfield.” Mayor Sarno said an arrest warrant has been issued 
for the alleged gunman. 
 
News    11/30/16   11pm                         1:00 
 
22News spoke with Springfield police after a major drug bust. Nearly nine pounds of cocaine 
and 50-thousand dollars cash was seized when police broke up an alleged drug trafficking 
ring. The Hampden County DA said two suspects were receiving more than 40 pounds of 
cocaine through the mail each month from Puerto Rico. The other two would then make the 
alleged deliveries. Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney told 22News police worked hard to 
get these drugs off the streets. Delaney said, “These people it wasn't their first time, they 
were doing it quite often and they were bringing a lot of drugs into the area. And when there's 
drugs, there's guns, and when there's guns, there's violence.” The suspects are facing 
several drug charges and are all scheduled to be arraigned in Springfield District Court. 
 
News    12/05/16   11pm                         1:00 
 
No bail for a 15 year old boy charged with beheading a classmate in eastern Massachusetts. 
Mathew Borges pleaded not guilty at his arraignment today on a first-degree murder 
charge. Borges is being charged as an adult. The body of 16-year-old Lee Manuel Viloria-
Paulino was found near the Merrimack River in Lawrence on Thursday, about two weeks 
after he was reported missing. Police recovered his head nearby. Both boys went to 
Lawrence High School. Police have not released a motive behind the murder. 
 
News    12/14/16   6am                         1:30 
 
Two of the four people arrested are scheduled to be arraigned here at Eastern Hampshire 
District Court in Belchertown. Investigators arrested 50-year-old Feng Ling Liu and her 
husband  48-year-old Jian Song, both of Sunderland, and their daughter 26-year-old Ting 
Ting Yin of New Hyde Park, N.Y., for allegedly trafficking women between New Hyde Park, 
Hadley Massage Therapy in Hadley, Feng Health Center in East Longmeadow, and Massage 
Body Work in Framingham. The Attorney General said during the months-long investigation, 
evidence allegedly showed that Lui portrayed these businesses as massage parlors while 
they were in fact fronts for an extensive human trafficking operation. They allegedly offered 
sexual activity between women and buyers in exchange for money. Liu and Song face: 
Trafficking of Persons for Sexual Servitude, Deriving Support from Prostitution, Money 



Laundering and Conspiracy. That arraignment is scheduled to happen this morning. Yin was 
arrested in New York and has been scheduled for a rendition hearing. 
 
News    12/15/16   5pm                         1:00 
 
West Springfield Police arrested a 16-year-old freshman for allegedly making a threat to the 
school last Thursday. The student has since been released to their parents. West Springfield 
Police Chief Ronald Campurciani said the student sent the emails from their school-issued 
Chrome book from the cafeteria through a domain in Romania. Campurciani doesn't believe 
there was any real threat. He said the student cooperated when questioned by the 
police. The students name isn't being released.  
 
News    12/16/16   10pm                         1:00 
 
Police arrested an Agawam woman they believe was running a "happy ending" massage 
parlor in Feeding Hills. Police arrested Chun Nu Li in Flushing, New York. She faces human 
trafficking for sexual servitude charges. The 22News I-team discovered she was registered 
with the state as the President of Hadley Massage Therapy back in 2009 when it got raided, 
but she was never charged. State police detectives, along with Homeland Security, raided the 
Feeding Hills Spa on Tuesday, after a five-month-long investigation. State Police executed 
search warrants at both the spa and a private residence on Springfield Street. Two human 
trafficking victims were identified during the search and reunited with their family. Chun Nu Li 
is expected to be returned to Massachusetts to face these charges soon.  
 
News    12/16/16   10pm                         1:00 
 
The two brothers charged in connection with a deadly shooting in Amherst back in October 
were arraigned this afternoon in Eastern Hampshire district court. 33 year-old Soknang 
Chamm is being held without bail, and faces one count of murder and one count of armed 
assault with intent to murder. 35 year-old brother Soksot Chamm is charged with being an 
accessory after the fact, and is now being held on 250-thousand dollars cash bail. In the 
courtroom, there were more than 30 family members and friends of 31 year-old Jose 
Rodriguez, the man who was killed. 3 of them were removed from the courtroom after 
shouting and swearing at the brothers. Both of them are scheduled to be back in court on 
January 25th. 
 
News    12/29/16   11pm                         1:00 
 
Holyoke police arrested two people on firearms charges after a short standoff this 
afternoon. Holyoke Police Sergeant. Kevin Thomas told 22News police received a call about 
individuals threatening a person inside an apartment building at 556 South Bridge Street. 
Holyoke police, State Police, and tactical teams were able to get everyone out of the 
apartment safely and two people were taken into custody just after noon. No names have 
been released.  
 
 



 



 

The following is WWLP programming addressing Education 
during the 4th quarter of 2016.  These issues were addressed 
through our locally produced news programming. 
___________________________________________________________ 
   
News    10/04/16   5:30pm           1:30 
 
 
Governor Charlie Baker visited western Massachusetts today to talk to students headed for 
college. About 900 students from the Springfield Public High Schools were at the Basketball 
Hall of Fame today. A college fair has been taking place at the hall of fame as part of the 
Baker Administrations new Commonwealth Commitment in honor of College Awareness 
Month. Governor Baker said it is important students have the conversations necessary to 
prepare them for what is next. Governor Baker said, “If kids work with people on this. They 
can make decisions that work for them academically as well as financially, but they have to 
start early which is why events like this matter.” Governor Baker said he has three kids 
himself, so he can understand why some kids wait so long to make decisions in education.  
 
News    10/04/16   5pm           1:30 
 
Governor Charlie Baker visited Holyoke High School today to assess progress after the state 
took control. This is the second year the state has controlled the Holyoke Public Schools in 
an effort to improve learning, graduation rates and test scores. Holyoke Public Schools had 
some of the poorest test scores and graduation rates in the state since 2003. Now, it's been 
two years since the state took control. Governor Charlie Baker visited Holyoke High School 
Tuesday to take a tour and discuss progress with students and teachers regarding the District 
Turnaround Plan. This year all ninth graders attend Holyoke High School and Dean Technical 
High School serves grades 10-12. More than half of the Freshmen at Holyoke High are taking 
an exploratory course at Dean that introduces them to other career paths. 70 Students from 
Holyoke High and 12 from Dean are also earning college credits through UMass-Amherst 
and Holyoke Community College. Holyoke High School has 15 new teachers, but not all are 
new to the district. Some came from the middle schools. At the Elementary and Middle 
School levels, the school day has been extended to 7.5 hours to allow for more time for 
teacher prep and enrichment classes. 
 
News    10/14/16   11pm           1:30 
 
It's important to remember charter schools are public schools, but some argue expansion will 
take benefits away from traditional public schools. On November 8th, you'll decide whether to 
expand charter schools in Massachusetts. A "No" vote on ballot question 2 would make no 
change in current laws relative to charter schools. Senator Elizabeth Warren has joined 
teachers and education groups supporting a "No" vote on Question 2. They argue more 
charter schools could hurt the other schools that educate 96 percent of students in the 
state. Those who support a "No" vote argue expanding charter schools takes funding away 



from traditional public schools. If a student leaves a traditional public school for a charter 
school, the annual funding of that school then leaves the district, and it takes 6 years to 
reimburse.  More than 140 school committees across the state are against increasing the cap 
on charter schools. 54 are in western Massachusetts. In Ludlow, 27 traditional public school 
students will attend charter schools next year, creating a big financial loss for 
2017. Massachusetts public schools are currently underfunded by more than 1-billion 
dollars. The group "Save Our Public Schools" says with a "Yes" vote, in 10 years, the number 
of charter schools would nearly triple, costing traditional public schools another billion dollars 
each year.   
 
News    10/14/16   11pm           1:30 
 
A new report cites a lack of diversity at the state's top public colleges and universities. The 
actual population breakdown of the UMass Amherst student body for 2016 is 4% black, 7% 
Latino, 15% Asian and 71% white. The only time since 1997 the population of blacks was 
lower was in 2011 when they represented just 3% of undergraduates. Students we spoke to 
say more needs to be done. Keisha Lamarre, UMass Junior said, “There's at least one 
support group on campus for people of color. I haven't been to it, but I'm observing on 
campus that there are not that many people of color who are not Asian.” Wenni Niu, UMass 
Sophomore said, “I know there are definitely a lot of Asians on campus towards the middle 
and obviously there are a lot of white people. My friends are Asian or white actually.” The 
study claims that minorities need greater access to elite schools in order to close the 
achievement gap between races. UMass says the solution begins with community 
outreach. They've put more money into minority scholarships, are working with community 
colleges to recruit top students of color, and have made an important hire. Ed Blaguszewski, 
Campus Spokesperson, UMass Amherst said, “We hired a new person who is an Assistant 
Provost for Diversity. Who is targeting opportunities to develop relationships with schools 
districts across the state who have students of color.” UMass says they don't make admission 
decisions based on race, and they don't have quotas to fill. 
 
News    10/18/16   11pm           1:30 
 
An effort to address the skills gap in western Massachusetts. Governor Baker took a tour at 
Westfield Technical Academy to check out their aviation and manufacturing program. The 
school has partnered with corporate sponsors to supply students with equipment and 
technical advice. Governor Baker told 22News programs like these are preparing students to 
fill some much needed jobs in our region. He said, "They've got one of the only FAA certified 
programs in the country and I think there are less than 10 of those; the kids who come out of 
this will be FAA certified and will be able to go to work immediately." These programs are 
funded through the Massachusetts Skills Capital Grant Program, which schools can apply for 
to expand or upgrade certain programs.  
 
News    10/24/16   5pm           1:30 
 
The towns of Hampden and Wilbraham will vote tonight on whether to merge two middle 
schools. Wilbraham residents will be meeting at the Minnechaug High School on Main Street 



and Hampden residents will be meeting at the Bethlehem Church on Allen Street at 7 
o'clock. Students in grades six through eight in the towns of Hampden and Wilbraham could 
soon be going to the same middle school. The Hampden Wilbraham School District has said 
the combination of dwindling enrollment and rising costs are reasons for the consolidation. 
The Thornton Burgess Middle School on Wilbraham Road in Hampden would be closed and 
students would be sent to the Wilbraham Middle School on Stony Hill Road in Wilbraham. A 
study that was done for the school district shows a projected loss of 60 to 70 students per 
year and closing the Thornton Burgess Middle School and having all district middle school 
students attend the Wilbraham middle school could save an estimated $1 million over three 
years. But there are some parents that say it comes at a cost for education. Some Hampden 
residents say enrollment could still increase. The Wilbraham Middle School would require 
upgrades for the merge. Again voting for Wilbraham at the Minnechaug High School and for 
Hampden at the Bethlehem Church. 
 
News    11/11/16   11pm           1:30 
 
By the closest of margins, Amherst residents this week approved a ballot question to raise 
property taxes to build a new 67-million dollar elementary school. The town meeting 
members will decide next Monday to accept or reject the initiative. The new school would 
replace and combine the existing Fort River and Wildwood Elementary schools. Interim 
Superintendent Michael Morris told 22News the existing schools have water leaks and mold, 
and do not comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act. He said, “We do have plans. WE 
have a schematic design, and we there's an incredible number of decisions to make that 
really have a large impact, that the community can really be involved in. We don't know what 
the schools will be named.” Monday's town meeting will also decide how much would be 
added to Amherst property tax bills. If accepted, Amherst will be responsible for more than 
half of the cost of the project. 
 
News    11/16/16   11pm           1:30 
 
Turners Falls residents are still divided over changing the high school's nickname to 
something other than "the Indians." Turners Falls held another public forum last night about 
changing the High School mascot. The Turners Falls school committee is trying to determine 
whether the high school nickname, the Indians, should be changed. Tuesday night, they 
hosted their final public forum on the issue. Tuesday night's public forum showed that the 
school and community is still divided on whether the high school nickname should be 
changed. Both sides are not backing down. Ann Howard said, “I always did think the name 
the Indians wasn't really appropriate if we are going to honor the Native Americans maybe 
use one of their tribes.” Neil Cole said, “No harmful point of views, it’s just a name and I think 
it's represented in a great aspect in the turners Falls community.” Other residents believe the 
decision should rest with local Native Americans. Alan Tabachnikove said, “The Native 
American community should decide whether if this is insulting to them or not and they rather 
ask that it be changed.” Superintendent of Schools Michael Sullivan told 22News the school 
committee will hear from historical experts before they decide. No dates have been set on 
those meetings. The school committee hopes to have a decision by the spring.   
 



News    11/30/16   5pm           1:30 
 
There's been a chronic issue with water leaking into a tunnel that leads to one of Springfield's 
public schools for over a decade now. Today, community members and city officials met to 
discuss how to put a final fix on the problem. Water still leaks into the tunnel that connects 
the German Gerena Community School to Springfield's north end. The school was opened in 
1975 and the city started combatting leaks in the 90's. While improvements have been made 
to sections, the tunnel off of Main Street, which holds several community rooms remains a 
problem. Students have been walking through puddles like this on their way to the Gerena 
School for the past several years. Mostly after it rains because the rainwater is coming off of 
Birnie Avenue and Interstate 91, and it's up to the MassDOT to solve the issue. But the 
Springfield Department of Public Works says that in the long term it could come down to 
installing larger pumps to pump out the water at both ends of the tunnel.  Meanwhile 
community members and leaders are anxiously awaiting. It was estimated to take $3 million 
to make repairs, and while it's been approved, the Governor needs to sign off. MassDOT 
deemed the tunnel is structurally sound, and are starting the review process. 
 
News    12/01/16   11pm           1:00 
 
Residents had strong reactions tonight to a possible charter school in Westfield. A public 
hearing was held on the proposed Hampden Charter School of Science- West at Westfield 
State this evening. The school is in the final application process along with four other 
potential charter schools across the state. Students from local charter schools shared their 
support for opening a school in Westfield at the hearing, but some residents were strongly 
opposed to the idea. Proponents argue this new school could service nearly 600 students 
from Holyoke, Agawam, and West Springfield. 
 
News    12/01/16   5:30pm           1:00 
 
Springfield will soon be the home of a new medical school. For years the Pioneer Valley Life 
Science Institute on Main Street has been home to a cancer research center. Renovations 
are under way for the opening of the medical school next summer affiliated with Baystate 
Medical Center. A school to provide Western Massachusetts with more doctors. Classes are 
being built for the 25 medical students, at least one third of them committed to practicing 
medicine in the Springfield area. 4th year medical student Michelle Seinvil of Springfield told 
22News, she's excited about what the new Springfield medical school will mean to the people 
she grew up with. Senvil said, “Growing up in this area I've observed the shortage, there not 
being enough primary care doctors to cater to the population in the town that I grew up 
in.” The medical schools first 25 students will be selected soon. The job now is to finish the 
renovations to get Springfield's medical school up and running next August. 
 
News    12/07/16   4:30am           1:00 
 
When it comes to reading and science, public school students in Massachusetts stack up well 
against some of the best in the world. That's according to an analysis of the 2015 "Program 
for International Student Assessment." Massachusetts was one of only two U.S. states that 



took part in the assessment of 15-year-old students. Reviewing the results, the Baker 
administration said if Massachusetts was a country, it would be tied for first place in reading 
proficiency with eight nations around the world. And in science, Massachusetts would be tied 
for second place with 10 countries, trailing only students in Singapore. 
 
News    12/07/16   5:30pm           1:30 
 
Teachers in Hampden County have more knowledge on how to prevent bullying. Teachers 
educate children on much more than what can be found in a textbook. They teach them how 
to interact with others and become a classroom community. Massachusetts Teachers 
Association President Barbara Madeloni said that's key to a child's educational success, but it 
might not be the focus anymore. Teachers from across Hampden County gathered 
Wednesday for their first Safe School Summit in Springfield. They discussed issues like 
bullying and trauma management. This summit was all about communication. 
Communication with students in the classroom in understanding their backgrounds and their 
needs. And also communication between the school districts and the district attorney's office. 
The Massachusetts Teachers Association has been partnering with district attorneys across 
the commonwealth for three years in an effort to make schools safer. 
 
News    12/13/16   5:30pm           1:30 
 
The Hampden-Wilbraham school merger may not have passed. Right now the district is 
accepting transfer requests between the two middle schools, and some parents aren't happy 
about it. The vote to merge Hampden and Wilbraham's middle schools failed.  
But at a school committee meeting Tuesday night, 22News found out a regional agreement 
allows the school committee to accept transfer requests between the two schools. The school 
committee also said next year’s fifth graders will stay at green meadows elementary school in 
Hampden, rather than move on the Burgess school. Some residents protested the decisions 
before Tuesday's meeting.  The school committee will be accepting transfer requests until 
December 22nd, each request will be reviewed on a case by case basis. 
 
News    12/20/16   11pm           1:30 
 
A school that's been around for 100 years may soon be closing. 22News one step closer to 
finding out whether the Granville Village School will close.  Tuesday night, marked the final 
meeting, where the town released new information, detailing what options they have. A study 
found the town could save close to a million dollars if the school is shut down. But that would 
mean the 79 students in grades K-6 would need to be bussed to Southwick. Many people at 
Tuesday night's meeting told 22News closing the school would negatively impact the 
community. Many parents are fighting to keep it open, arguing it would ensure smaller class 
sizes, save travel costs, and maintain the rich history.   
 
 



The following is WWLP programming addressing Environment 
during the 4TH quarter of 2016.  These issues were addressed 
through our locally produced news programming. 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
News    10/5/16   6pm           1: 30 
 
While it doesn't look like we really have to worry about Matthew right now, 22News Storm 
Team Meteorologist Adam Strzempko shows us what impact hurricanes can have on us here 
in western Massachusetts. When it comes to hurricanes and tropical storms, for us it's not so 
much the wind it's the flooding rains. While we enjoyed another beautiful fall day here in 
western Massachusetts, Hurricane Matthew is slowly moving through the Caribbean towards 
the Bahamas and is forecasted to track towards Florida and the Mid Atlantic Coast this 
weekend. While it is now expected to stay off to our south and east, for a time it did look like it 
was on a patch that could have affected us here in New England. The last time a Tropical 
Storm or Hurricane really affected was 5 years ago. One of the main impacts we experience 
here in western Massachusetts is with flooding. Tropical Storm Irene caused major flooding in 
Shelburne Falls along the Deerfield River. Hurricane Bob hit in 1991 and caused significant 
damage on Cape Cod. In 1985 Hurricane Gloria caused significant flooding and wind 
damage. We are now past the peak of the Atlantic Hurricane season which comes to an end 
on November 30th. 
 
News    10/26/16   6pm           1: 30 
 
Western Massachusetts could get its first taste of wintry weather tomorrow. The Berkshires 
will likely see more snow than the Pioneer Valley.  Residents in Otis mentioned how they are 
almost always in a ten degree difference than the Pioneer Valley. Here's why, the Berkshires 
are higher up in elevation. The higher up in the atmosphere you go the colder it becomes.  As 
rain falls and hits the colder air, the result is snow. 22News talked to one man whose 
daughter lives in Otis and she experiences a degree difference daily.  With lots of mountains 
in the Berkshires, a weather phenomenon called oro-graphic lifting occurs. Or in other words, 
as air rises, it expands due to lower pressure, and as the air cools, it condenses into 
precipitation. The cloud climbs up the mountain and the mountain acts as a sponge 
squeezing the moisture out of the cloud. If the temperatures are cold enough it will be snow.   
 
News    11/10/16   5pm           1: 30 
 
Even though we had a little bit of rain this week, things have gotten just a little bit better over 
the last month but the drought conditions are still ongoing. After a few showers Wednesday 
the sun was back out in full force on Thursday. While parts of the state did receive some 
rainfall last month many locations are running more than 10 inches below average for the 
year. So far this month we've only picked up about .04" of an inch of rain, on average we get 
almost 4" of rain for the month of November. The Massachusetts Office of Energy and 
Environmental Affairs has declared a Drought Warning for most of the state. Many cities and 
towns continue to have voluntary and mandatory water bans in place. And if we don't get the 



rain now then we'll need to try and make it up this winter. Ziomek says ideally an inch of rain 
a week right now would be beneficial. Some good news, according to the U.S. Drought 
Monitor the drought conditions haven't gotten any worse over the last week. The area of 
extreme drought conditions has gotten smaller but does continue for parts of eastern 
Hampshire and eastern Franklin Counties. Now despite the drought the Quabbin Reservoir 
remains within normal levels. 
 
News    11/14/16   6pm           1: 30 
 
2016 could become the warmest year on record. Looking back on just this month alone we've 
seen several days with temperatures in the 60s and 70s, when the average high is in the 
lower 50s this time of year. A November day in the 60s, something western Massachusetts 
has experienced a couple times this month. The Climate Prediction Center predicted the 
month of November would be warmer than average in western Massachusetts. And these 
predictions of above average temperatures are becoming more and more common across 
the country. But there could be such a thing as "too warm" during the historically cooler 
months. So why are we feeling warmer days? As the atmospheric concentration of carbon 
dioxide rises, so does the temperature. If the warm weather impacts the snow, it can 
contribute to the drought conditions. At this rate, 2016 is on its way to be the warmest year on 
record.  
 
News    11/15/16   5pm           1: 30 
 
Despite today’s rain, Westfield is shutting down the Granville Reservoir because of the 
drought. Closing a reservoir points up the importance of knowing how much water we use. 
The city of Westfield has shut down the Granville Reservoir, which supplies water to 
Westfield and some parts of Southwick. With the closure, these customers will get their 
water from municipal wells. Assistant Director of Public Works told 22News, they weren't out 
of water, but levels were getting uncomfortably low. 22News went to the Granville Reservoir 
and saw the impact of this season's lack of rain. The darker color on the Number scale shows 
where the water levels are supposed to be. Bouys are on the ground where they used to float 
on the water. The rain we got today, is both beneficial and welcome. A good portion of 
western Massachusetts continues to stay in a severe drought.   
 
News    11/16/16   5pm           1: 30 
 
The drought has dropped the water levels at the Quabbin Reservoir. Since western 
Massachusetts is continuing to stay in a drought, people should already be trying to conserve 
water on their own. The main purpose of the Quabbin Reservoir is to supply water to Boston 
and several other eastern Massachusetts communities. It also is the water supply for 
Chicopee, South Hadley, Wilbraham and Fire District Number One. For the first time in 13 
years the Quabbin Reservoir has dropped below its normal operating range. Quabbin 
Reservoir Regional Director Bill Pula told 22News there's reason for concern so far. If you 
take a walk around the reservoir you will notice a lot of exposed shoreline that you normally 
don't see. Western Massachusetts needs several days of significant rain. The latest US 
Drought Monitor still has parts of western Massahcusetts is an extreme and severe drought, 



the rain we got Tuesday will be beneficial. A new US Drought Monitor will come out Thursday 
morning. With hope of some improvements in the drought, Pula went on to tell 22News that 
snow this winter will also help the Quabbin. If western Massachusetts and points north 
receive significant snow this winter the water in the Quabbin will return to normal levels.   
 
News    11/17/16   5pm           1: 30 
 
The newest U.S. Drought monitor came out today and the extreme drought area now 
includes more of western Massachusetts. Western Massachusetts finally got a good soaking 
rain earlier this week but it didn't take long before the sunshine was back out as our historic 
drought continues. Last week the Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs issued a 
Drought Warning that includes all most the entire state. The Quabbin Reservoir which is at its 
lowest level since 2002, is now being used to help other cities and towns. The latest U.S. 
drought monitor that came out Thursday now has most of Hampden and Hampshire Counties 
in the Extreme Drought Category. Most of the area is experiencing rainfall deficits of more 
than 10 inches below average for the year to date. The ongoing drought is the worst in more 
than a decade. Now the U.S. drought monitor report that just came out does not factor in all 
the rain we picked up this week so there is the chance that things could improve a little next 
week. 
 
News    11/21/16   5pm           1: 30 
 
Major snowfall fell in Berkshire County Sunday and into Monday morning, Lenox, 
Stockbridge, Lee, all towns in the Berkshires to see snow piled high. This was the Berkshires 
first major snowfall for the season.  Tree limbs, benches, and plants were all covered with 
snow. Lenox residents 22News talked to had no complaints about the snow. In fact 22News 
found people on their daily walk and even run, not letting the snow affect them at all. Others 
in Lenox took the morning to dig out and clear their driveways and sidewalks. Lenox in 
Berkshire County was one of the jackpot spots where it came to snowfall totals seeing close 
to ten inches of snow just from Sunday. Places like Savoy also saw close to ten inches as 
well. The Berkshires saw more snow come down throughout the day Monday, adding to the 
already large snowfall total. Many schools were canceled due to the snow. 22News talked to 
one student who was happy she had the day off.  Ella Kelley said, “I'm actually really excited 
because I love the snow.” Just about an hour east into the Pioneer Valley, you won't even 
see a dusting on the ground. Most of the Pioneer Valley just saw good 'ole plain rain. Which 
is welcomed due to the ongoing drought. 
 
News    11/27/16   6pm           1: 30 
 
We've been stuck in a drought for months now here in western Massachusetts. No 
improvements with our continuing drought. The latest US Drought Monitor came out 
Wednesday showing that a good portion of the Pioneer Valley is still in an extreme drought. 
The rest of western Massachusetts is either in a severe drought or moderate drought. 
Massachusetts, Connecticut, and a small portion of southern New York are the driest states 
in New England. Just this month in western Massachusetts we have only gotten around an 
inch of rain. Our average rainfall for the month of November here in western Massachusetts 



is 3.93 inches of rain, which means we still need 2.93 inches of rain to catch up. Our average 
rainfall total for the year is 37.01 inches of rain. So far we have seen 26.25 inches of rain 
meaning we are in a rainfall deficit of 10.76 inches of rain. The good news is the 22News 
Storm Team is tracking rain for a good portion of next year. Every drop is welcomed here. All 
records are recorded at Westover Air Reserve Base in Chicopee. 
 
News    12/13/16   6pm           1: 30 
 
We're still more than a week away from the beginning of winter, but ignore the calendar, 
because we're in for a frigid end to fall. We've had some chilly air this December already, but 
just wait until the end of this week. The coldest air since February 15th is due to arrive this 
Thursday into Friday. That cold air right now is to our north into Canada, but an area of low 
pressure will push the cold air south into the northeastern United States so that by the time 
we get into Friday temperatures could be about 20 degrees below normal for this time of 
year. Of more concern than just the cold is how low the wind chill temperatures will drop. 
Wind chill temperatures combine winds and cold to create a "feels like" temperature and wind 
chills by Friday morning could reach 10-25 degrees below zero which is quite dangerous to 
be out in. Thankfully we are looking for a warmup as we head through the weekend.  
 
News    12/15/16   6pm           1: 30 
 
Dangerously cold wind gusts are in the forecast for tonight and tomorrow. Temperatures were 
only in the 20s today but with the gusty winds it felt much colder and it's only going to get 
worse. We may have seen a good deal of sunshine Thursday but it did very little to warm us 
up. In fact cold temperatures along with strong gusty winds are making it feel bitterly cold. 
The wind chill factor is used to describe the combined effect of cold and wind on your 
body. When you're outside in the cold and your skin is exposed, heat is carried away from 
your body by the wind, lowering your skin temperature and eventually your internal body 
temperature. When wind chills drop to 20 degrees below zero frostbite can occur in 30 
minutes. That's why it's so important to protect yourself from the cold.  It may be a little early 
to be experiencing weather this cold but it does happen. And despite what you might think 
wind chill only affects humans and animals, it does not affect inanimate objects like your car 
or your house. And a High Wind Warning is now in effect for most of western Massachusetts 
until 4 a.m. Friday. Winds have been gusting over 30 mph at times and that has caused some 
trees to come down. A large tree fell on a house on Route 20 in West Springfield this 
afternoon. Fortunately no one was injured.  We could have wind gusts over 50 mph tonight 
and more branches and some trees could come down and that could lead to some scattered 
power outages. 
 
 
 
 



 

The following is WWLP programming addressing Government 
during the 4TH quarter of 2016.  These issues were addressed 
through our locally produced news programming. 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
News    10/04/16   6pm          1:30  
 
The Baker administration is extensively reviewing hundreds of state regulations, and making 
some changes. This new state regulation will reduce the quarantine time for unvaccinated 
dogs and cats possibly exposed to rabies. The change will allow animal shelters to move pets 
to their "forever homes" quicker. Governor Charlie Baker is making significant changes to 
hundreds of state regulations. On Monday, Governor Baker visited a Boston animal shelter to 
highlight a new policy to reduce the quarantine time from six to four months for unvaccinated 
dogs and cats possibly exposed to rabies. Governor Charlie Baker said, “You not only make 
it easier for the people in the field to comply with the regulations, you're also making it easier 
for us to actually focus on and oversee and execute on the regulations itself." The rabies 
virus is dangerous to humans and can be deadly. The Animal Rescue League said the policy 
change won't be a threat to public health, and is consistent with national standards. Keeping 
cats and dogs in isolation for six months can be very stressful on the pet. Animals can get 
depressed and start hurting themselves. Dr. Edward Schettino of the Animal Welfare and 
Veterinary Services said reducing the quarantine time from six to four months will free up 
limited quarantine space. Dr. Edward Schettino said,” By decreasing the quarantine time by 
two months for animals with no known past rabies vaccine, we're able to place more dogs 
and cats into homes." The new quarantine regulation went into effect in July. Governor Baker 
said of the 17-hundred state regulations that his office reviewed, they've updated 800 
regulations and eliminated about 275. 
 
News    10/04/16   5:30pm          1:30  
 
Amherst Democrat Ellen Story will retire in January after serving 24-years in the 
Massachusetts House of Representatives. An effort is underway to rename the legislature's 
postpartum depression commission in state Representative Ellen Story's honor. The special 
commission is made up of about twenty members: from mothers and legislators to nurses, 
therapists and social workers. The group meets every three months to raise awareness and 
shape policy around postpartum depression. Amherst state Representative Ellen Story 
founded the commission, and has dedicated several years to helping new mothers overcome 
depression after giving birth. Salem state Senator Joan Lovely is the lead sponsor of a bill to 
rename the commission to the "Ellen Story Commission on Postpartum Depression."  State 
Sen. Joan Lovely said, “She's actually been able to really shine a lot of light on it, so I thought 
this was really a way to honor her as she leaves the legislature after 24 years to name this in 
her honor." The proposal has to go through the committee process and needs legislative 
approval and the governor's signature before it can become law. 
 
News    10/03/16   5am          2:30  



 
Transgender people in Massachusetts have a new set of rights. This is a major milestone for 
the transgender community. They can now use whatever bathroom or locker room that 
corresponds with their gender identity. This will be a big change for many businesses and 
schools in Massachusetts, but it's been in effect here UMass Amherst for more than a year 
now. The new anti-discrimination law is meant to protect the rights of transgender people in 
public places. The law makes it illegal for businesses to refuse services to transgender 
people, banning discrimination in places like restaurants and movie theatres. It also allows 
transgender people to use public bathrooms that are consistent with their gender identity, 
regardless of their sex at birth. The law is extremely similar to a policy that the Campus 
Advisory Council at UMass Amherst adopted last year. That policy states that students, 
faculty, and staff, "should use the bathroom facilities that correspond to their sex or gender 
identity, or utilize bathrooms that are designated gender-neutral, or gender-
inclusive."  Governor Charlie Baker signed the transgender law this past July, and it just went 
into effect October first. Now, businesses and schools across the state will have to get on 
board with similar rules. The state's new anti-discrimination law is considered a victory for the 
transgender community, but a group called the Massachusetts Family Institute is fighting 
against it. They've gathered at least 33-thousand signatures to put a question on the 2018 
that would repeal the measure. The group has said they worry that men could abuse the law 
by pretending to be transgender. Under the law, a person could be arrested for making an 
improper claim of gender identity. Businesses, are however required to assume their 
customers are using the appropriate bathroom, unless there's a compelling reason to believe 
otherwise. Massachusetts isn't the first state to put a lot like this in place.  
 
News    10/05/16   5pm          1:30  
 
Two Baker administration staffers are now without a job after an investigation into allegations 
of political retaliation against an employee whose fiancé is running against Westfield state 
Senator Don Humason. 22News State House Reporter Tiffany Chan asked the governor 
whether Senator Humason had any involvement. A state employee says she was threatened 
with political retaliation because her fiancé is challenging a Republican State 
Senator. Cynthia Lewis says she was being forced to relocate from her state job in Boston to 
Fall River if she didn't convince her fiancé to drop out of the race against Westfield state 
senator Don Humason. Lewis is engaged to Southampton Democrat J-D Parker-
O'Grady.  O'Grady is challenging Senator Humason this November. Lewis told investigators 
that she believed her transfer from the Boston to Fall River office was a direct result of her 
fiancé’s decision to run against Humason. Governor Charlie Baker told reporters Wednesday 
that DCR staffer Jared Valanzola has been fired as a result of the internal investigation. 
Another Baker administration employee resigned last week. Governor Baker told 22 News 
that Senator Humason claims he had no involvement in coercing Lewis. Governor Charlie 
Baker said, "No one in our administration should ever think that it's appropriate to pressure 
anybody not to run for something for political purposes." Despite this controversy, Governor 
Baker said he does plan to campaign for Senator Don Humason. 
 
News    10/06/16   5:30pm          1:30  
 



It's been decades since Massachusetts lawmakers updated the state's public records law. 
The new public records law gives state agencies and municipalities a deadline to fulfill 
records requests. State lawmakers hope the law would boost government transparency by 
allowing people to access public documents faster without a bunch of out-of-pocket 
expenses. Public records include: payroll reports and government emails. The state is 
exploring ways to strengthen the law before it goes into effect. The Massachusetts Municipal 
Association is worried the deadlines could prove to be a burden on small, rural towns with 
limited staff and resources. Civil rights group also want the state to clarify the difference 
between an agency and municipality, as many offices are overseen by both entities. Gavi 
Wolfe, ACLU Massachusetts said, “I think that there's an opportunity and a need to make the 
relationship between those two terms, agency and municipality, and the statutory language 
clearer." The public records law is expected to go into effect at the end of the year. 
 
News    10/06/16   5pm          1:30  
 
We're three months into the new fiscal year and State tax collections continue to come in 
below expectations. The state Department of Revenue collected $2.7 billion dollars in taxes 
last month. While that is a slight improvement from September 2015, total tax collections are 
still lower than expected. This is a bit surprising because September is one of the biggest 
months for tax collections. Preliminary tax collections for the month of September show that 
sales tax revenues came in $18-million-dollars below benchmarks at $526-million-dollars. 
The Department of Revenue said this is a trend that began earlier this year. That means 
fewer Massachusetts residents are spending their money in the Commonwealth. State Rep. 
Todd Smola said, "Financial times for people at home are a little bit tighter than usual and so 
you see that reflected in the sales tax when people are going out to make purchases. I think 
that's a trend that will eventually change as time goes on." State tax collections are currently 
running $71-million-dollars below benchmarks. 
 
News    10/07/16   5:30pm          1:30  
 
Governor Charlie Baker today signed a nearly 190-million dollar budget to close the books on 
fiscal 2016, which ended in June. Governor Baker signed a $187-million-dollar spending bill 
into law Thursday and most of that money is going toward health care. It's hard to predict 
exactly how much everything will cost to keep state government up and running a year in 
advance. State lawmakers create supplemental budgets to pay for services that cost more 
than originally expected. The spending bill includes about $1-million-dollars for the new state 
office that will regulate app-based ride-hailing companies like Uber. Another $8.7-million-
dollars will go to the state education department. The most expensive item in the budget is 
$164-million-dollars for MassHealth. State Rep. John Velis said, “There's no way to sugarcoat 
it. It's a lot of money. It eats up a lot of the budget, but we're talking about critical medical 
services, folks. I mean, if there was one area that, as a government, I think we need to take 
care of it's that." After signing the spending bill, Governor Baker and his wife boarded a plane 
to Ireland for a vacation. They'll return to Massachusetts on Thursday. 
 
News    10/13/16   5pm          1:30 
 



The transgender community said they're prepared to fight to prevent the state's new 
transgender protections law from being repealed. The transgender public accommodations 
law went into effect this month. The law allows them to use public restrooms, locker rooms 
and changing rooms that match their gender identity, rather than their biological sex. 
Opponents are trying to convince voters to repeal the law in 2018. The ultra-conservative 
Massachusetts Family Institute found out this week that they've submitted more than enough 
signatures to qualify for the 2018 statewide ballot. They're trying to repeal a controversial 
state law that bans discrimination against transgender people in public places. The 
Massachusetts Family Institute believes the law is a violation of people's fundamental right to 
privacy and safety. The advocacy group Freedom Massachusetts said Thursday that they're 
prepared to fight to keep the transgender rights law in place. Four churches have also filed a 
federal lawsuit challenging the transgender protections law arguing that it violates the 
freedom of religion. 
 
News    10/14/16   6pm          1:30 
 
Former Arizona Congresswoman Gabby Giffords joined top state leaders in an effort to end 
gun violence. Giffords is a survivor of gun violence. The former congresswoman stopped in 
Boston today to promote gun control as voters prepare to go to the polls. Former Arizona 
Congresswoman Gabby Giffords rallied in Boston alongside top state leaders Friday with the 
hope of ending gun violence. This, after Giffords survived a gunshot wound to the head in an 
Arizona mass shooting five years ago. Gabby Giffords said, "Stopping gun violence takes 
courage. The courage to do what's right; the courage of new ideas." Giffords is touring the 
nation for six weeks with her organization "Americans for Responsible Solutions PAC." 
They're lobbying Congress to pass stricter gun laws. John Rosenthal, "Stop Handgun 
Violence", said, "Two-thirds of all guns traced to crime in Massachusetts come from 
neighboring states. Crime gun source states, like: Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont and 
Georgia." That includes: strengthening the national criminal background check system and 
closing the so-called "gun show loophole." Massachusetts Attorney General Maura Healey 
sparked outrage in July after her office stepped up enforcement of the state's assault 
weapons ban to include "copycat" assault rifles. Maura Healey said, "Sales of assault 
weapons have virtually stopped in the state. We're the only state in the country that can say 
that." Voters will go to the polls on November 8th. There is no gun control question on the 
November ballot. A small group of state lawmakers is working with the gun lobby to craft a bill 
to overturn Attorney General Healey's ban on copycat assault weapons. This will likely take 
shape in January. 
 
News    10/17/16   6pm          1:30 
 
October is National Domestic Violence Awareness Month. Many victims of domestic violence 
suffer in silence. Monday, the Baker administration announced three-million-dollars in grants 
to offer support services to survivors, and to help bring offenders to justice. Domestic 
violence and sexual assault are life-threatening crimes that affect millions of people across 
the nation. Throughout the month of October, the state is raising awareness about domestic 
violence in hopes of saving lives. On Monday, the Baker administration launched five work 
groups with three goals. Lt. Governor Karyn Polito said, "Prevention, support and 



empowerment to women and individuals and holding perpetrators accountable." The state 
also announced nearly three-million-dollars in grants under the federal "Violence Against 
Women Act." The funding will go to nearly forty community organizations, local and college 
campus police departments to help victims of domestic violence. It'll also help district 
attorneys bring offenders to justice. David Sullivan, Northwestern District Attorney said, "From 
the prosecution end to make sure we hold offenders accountable, to make sure that they are 
properly brought to justice and given services to help change their behavior." Strengthening 
support services is just the first step. Amherst state Representative Ellen Story told 22News 
that eliminating the stigma around domestic violence is critical to saving lives. State Rep. 
Ellen Story said, "With more and more women coming out and acknowledging that they have 
been assaulted - it's certainly a step in the right direction." The Baker administration will 
spend the next year strengthening policies and programs around domestic violence. 
 
News    10/17/16   5:30pm          1:30 
 
October is White Cane Awareness Month, dedicated to helping the blind travel more 
independently and safely. The White Cane Law applies to all drivers in Massachusetts. If you 
see a person using a white cane or guide dog trying to cross the street, you have to come to 
a complete stop, regardless of the traffic signal. The Massachusetts Commission for the Blind 
celebrated White Cane Awareness Month at the State House Monday. The commission is 
educating motorists and the sighted community about the "White Cane Law," designed to 
help the totally or partially blind navigate more safely. If a pedestrian has a white cane 
extended into the street, it usually indicates that he or she will begin crossing the street. The 
Commission for the Blind's Communications Director Wayne Levy told 22 News assistive 
technology is making it easier for the blind to get around. Wayne Levy, Mass. Commission for 
the Blind said, "It has become a lot easier for them to navigate around the streets and to and 
from home, as well as work, but that only applies if motorists obey the law." Levy added that 
drivers have more distractions behind the wheel, which makes sharing the road with the blind 
more dangerous. 
 
News    10/19/16   6pm          1:30 
 
Tens of thousands of state employees were offered buyout packages this week in an effort to 
balance the budget. About 42-thousand state employees have been given the opportunity to 
leave their jobs in exchange for money. Depending on how many employees accept the deal 
will determine whether layoffs will be needed. Governor Charlie Baker is dealing with a nearly 
$295-million-dollar budget gap. In an effort to balance the budget, the Baker-Polito 
administration offered 42-thousand state employees the chance to voluntarily leave their jobs 
in exchange for a buyout package. Layoffs could be underway if not enough employees take 
the deal. Lt. Governor Karyn Polito said, "Depending on what we achieve in this time frame 
will depend on whether layoffs will be necessary." The administration also plans to cut 
spending across the Executive Branch by about one-percent. Governor Baker said mid-year 
budget cuts are necessary because state tax collections are coming in below expectations. 
There's not enough revenue to cover the overall cost of state government. 22News asked 
Longmeadow state Senator Eric Lesser whether the lawmakers should consider raising taxes 
in order to balance the budget. State Sen. Eric Lesser said, "Savings is the number one way 



we do it. If we have to do it by raising revenues in certain places, that's certainly on the table 
as well, and I would encourage both the administration and the legislature to look at every 
option." Two areas will be spared from the budget cuts, according to the Baker 
administration: unrestricted local aid to cities and towns and funding for the Department of 
Children and Families. 
 
News    10/19/16   5:30pm          1:30 
 
Governor Charlie Baker signed a new law to protect the evidence collected from rape and 
sexual assault victims. The new state law requires crime labs to preserve evidence from rape 
and sexual assault victims for at least fifteen years. Fifteen years is the statute of limitations 
for rape and sexual assault. Governor Charlie Baker signed the bill into law Wednesday 
surrounded by advocates, state lawmakers and rape survivors. Up until now, rape kits were 
kept for up to six months and would be disposed of unless the victim pressed charges or 
petitioned that the evidence be preserved. Several state lawmakers and advocates believe 
the current practice forces rape victims to re-live traumatizing experiences. One survivor said 
that automatically preserving rape kits for fifteen years will lift a burden off victims who may 
want to file charges later. Amanda Nguyen, President and Founder, RISE said, "Today 
represents justice, not only for me, but for the hundreds of thousands of rape survivors in the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts." The law will go into effect in 90-days to give State Police 
crime labs enough time to roll out these new regulations. 
 
News    10/20/16   6pm          1:30 
 
Governor Charlie Baker signed a new law today aimed at better protecting firefighters. This 
new state law was inspired by Boston Fire Lieutenant Edward Walsh and firefighter Michael 
Kennedy. The two men were killed in 2014 while fighting a fire in Boston's Back Bay 
neighborhood. Governor Charlie Baker signed a new law Thursday with the goal of 
preventing deadly fires. The state will create an 11-member commission to study whether to 
regulate the welding and "hot works" industry - basically any work that could spark fires. 
Governor Charlie Baker said, "What you really want to do is put in place the structures, the 
mechanisms, the enforcement devices and all the rest to ensure that we don't have this type 
of event occur again." It was a significant and emotional day for many. This legislation was 
inspired by two Boston firefighters killed while on duty. Lieutenant Edward Walsh and 
firefighter Michael Kennedy died while fighting a fire in Boston's Back Bay neighborhood in 
March 2014. The investigation showed that the fire was completely preventable, and was 
caused by welding work that was done without a City permit. Peter Ostroskey, State Fire 
Marshal said, "In the event that somebody is operating outside of the parameters of the 
regulations that our penalties are appropriate for the actions that they take.” 68 firefighters 
were killed on the job last year, according to the National Fire Protection Association. The 
commission has until June of next year to determine whether the welding and "hot works" 
industry needs to be regulated. 
 
News    10/24/16   5pm          1:30 
 



Early voting began today across Massachusetts. The Presidential race is expected to bring 
many more people to the polls this Election Day. Early voting gives people a chance to cast 
their ballot at their convenience without having to wait in line. Early voting kicked off across 
Massachusetts for the first time ever. State lawmakers passed legislation to allow for early 
voting in 2014 to make sure all registered voters are able to vote, especially the elderly. You 
can either cast your ballot at an early voting location in your community, mail-in an Early 
Ballot Application to your election official or vote the traditional way - at a polling place on 
Election Day, November 8th. Once you cast your ballot it's final, you can't take it back. 
Senate President Stanley Rosenberg told 22News he plans to vote early this Wednesday. 
Senate President Stanley Rosenberg said, "I love voting early and I live 100 miles from here 
and it makes it easier for me on Election Day to be able to go out and help campaign for my 
colleagues." Early voting began today and will run through November 4th. 
 
News    10/26/16   6pm          1:30 
 
The state is taking steps to bring the manufacturing industry back to Massachusetts. 
Massachusetts is home to more than 7-thousand manufacturing companies. State lawmakers 
are honoring those who make products sold all over the world. The manufacturing industry is 
making a comeback in Massachusetts. The legislature's Manufacturing Caucus recognized 
nearly thirty local companies for their work in strengthening the state's economy and 
workforce. Economic Development Secretary Jay Ash told 22News it's all about creating 
policies that help businesses flourish. Sec. Jay Ash, Office of Housing and Econ. 
Development said, “What we see here today is 20-30 companies that are doing it and doing it 
well in Massachusetts, so we want to celebrate their success." Massachusetts has more than 
7-thousand manufacturing companies, creating more than 250-thousand well-paying jobs. 
One of those companies is "Menck Windows," based in Chicopee. They were honored at the 
State House Wednesday for their innovative work -- combining both American and German 
engineering to create eco-friendly windows and doors. Todd Bachelder, CEO, Menck 
Windows said, “We're at this point manufacturing curtains, walls, windows, doors right in 
Chicopee, Massachusetts that we're selling throughout much of the country right now." 
Manufacturing requires a skilled workforce. Companies like Menck are having a tough time 
finding qualified and trained employees. Bodo Liesenfeld, Chairman, Menck Windows said, 
“We find them, however, it's not always easy. I think vocational training, education on jobs - 
that's something that still needs to be developed." The Manufacturing Caucus hopes to 
bridge that "skills gap" with expanded training in vocational high schools and community 
colleges. 
 
News    10/31/16   6pm          1:30 
 
The state is dedicating close to $9-million-dollars in grants to help rural towns repair roads 
and bridges. Three western Massachusetts towns will split about $3-million-dollars for road 
improvements, and the benefits stretch far beyond just public safety. Help is on the way for 
rural towns. The Baker administration awarded close to $9-million-dollars in "MassWorks" 
grants to help communities with populations of 7-thousand or less repair roads and bridges. 
Sec. Jay Ash, Office of Housing and Econ. Development said, "Make sure that it's safe and 
convenient for people to be able to travel to work, travel to school, travel to places to play and 



to travel home at the end of the night." Communities have to apply for the "MassWorks" 
grants. The towns of Charlemont, Chesterfield and Lee were each awarded about $1-million-
dollars. The Baker administration believes safer roads could lead to more business 
opportunities, especially in rural areas. Pittsfield state Senator Ben Downing said the grants 
could help companies attract more customers and employees. State Sen. Benjamin Downing 
said, "This investment from the state partnered with local investment and private investment 
could mean jobs in rural communities and helping those employers grow." That's certainly the 
case for Berkshire East Mountain Resort in Charlemont. Charlemont was awarded $950-
thousand dollars to repair three of the town's 46 bridges. John Schaefer, Berkshire East 
Mountain Resort said, “We need the bridges to operate. People have to access our ski area 
and we employ up to about 300 people in the winter time, so there are a lot of jobs at 
stake." Governor Baker plans to make a stop in Westfield tomorrow to announce yet another 
MassWorks grant. 
 
News    10/31/16   5:30pm          1:30 
 
As we've been showing you, the MassPike switched to cashless tolls Friday night. This was 
the first major test for the MassPike's new All Electronic Tolling System. The Massachusetts 
Department of Transportation said the Monday morning commute went really well. MassDot 
said The All Electronic Tolling gantries processed close to three-million transactions between 
Friday Night and Monday morning without issue. State Police warned drivers to prepare for 
delays as crews tear down the old toll booths on the 'Pike. The speed limit around 
construction zones remains at 15 miles per hour, and drivers are being pushed to the outside 
lanes on the toll plazas, as crews demolish the center booths. Governor Charlie Baker told 
22News he hopes to have most of the demolition work completed before the holidays. 
Governor Charlie Baker said, "The big goal for us is to have as much of this work done as we 
possibly can by the time we come toward the mid-part of November when people start 
making plans around Thanksgiving." MassDOT is encouraging drivers to plan ahead and 
allow extra time for travel. 
 
News    11/10/16   5:30pm          1:30 
 
State Lawmakers are looking into how to implement the legalization of marijuana in 
Massachusetts. Five weeks from now, you'll be able to legally grow, possess and use 
marijuana in Massachusetts as long as you're 21 years old. Now the question is, how will the 
state regulate marijuana. Massachusetts adults will soon be able to legally grow and smoke 
marijuana, with some exceptions. 54 percent of Massachusetts voters said yes to legal pot 
Tuesday in Ballot Question 4. Jesus Leyva said, “I voted in favor of it. I think it's a burden on 
the tax system and to fund the police to have to deal with it. Treat it the same way as they 
treat alcohol.” With the majority of voters saying yes to Question 4, it will be legal in 
Massachusetts for anyone 21 or older to buy possess, and use up to an ounce of marijuana 
starting December 15th. They also can grow up to six cannabis plants of their own. State 
Lawmakers are trying to determine how to implement and enforce the new law. John 
Parks said, “Even though that there will be guidelines for it, people aren't going to listen yeah 
it may be the law now, but there will still people who sell it.” Retail stores won't be able to sell 
pot in Massachusetts until 2018. The law allows for a 12 percent tax on marijuana. If 



unchanged, it would be the lowest of any state that has legalized pot. Recreational marijuana 
is legal in Colorado, Washington, Oregon, and Alaska. California and Nevada voters also 
legalized it Tuesday. 
 
News    11/15/16   5:30pm          1:30 
 
The state is stepping up efforts to crack down of welfare fraud. The Bureau of Special 
Investigations identified nearly fifteen-and-a-half million dollars in public benefits fraud in 
fiscal 2016. That marks the sixth straight year of record-setting fraud. That's not an indication 
of more fraud. It means the state is doing a better job identifying it. The state Auditor's office 
told 22News Tuesday that they're stepping up efforts to make sure your tax dollars  help 
those who are truly in need. Health care programs are the most frequent fraud target. Auditor 
Suzanne Bump said they'll be looking closely at food assistance programs, MassHealth and 
others to identify abuse early on, rather than wait until agencies report their 
suspicions. Suzanne Bump said, “No one wants to see someone who is truly in need go 
without. On the other hand, we also don't want people who don't need to be benefitting from 
the program." Auditor Bump said she also wants to identify the difficulties residents face 
when trying to access public benefits. 
 
News    11/16/16   5:30pm          1:30 
 
Massachusetts cities and towns that offer sanctuary protections for illegal immigrants could 
lose millions under the next administration. President-elect Donald Trump pledged on the 
campaign trail that he would deport millions of undocumented immigrants and strip federal 
funding from so-called sanctuary cities. A sanctuary city or town consciously refuses to 
enforce federal immigration laws - offering a safe haven for undocumented immigrants. 
Communities, like Northampton and Springfield, have policies in place to prevent law 
enforcement from asking about immigration status. Governor Charlie Baker is back in 
Massachusetts after spending the week meeting with Republican governors in Florida - 
including Vice President-elect Mike Pence. Baker said he'll work to maintain our federal 
funding. Governor Charlie Baker said, “It's incumbent on our administration and our 
congressional delegation to work hard to make sure that our state continues to receive the 
federal support that we've been previously able to secure." Governor Baker's office has been 
getting a lot of calls from residents urging them to make Massachusetts a safe haven. 
 
News    11/18/16   5:30pm          1:30 
 
State lawmakers will once again take up the controversial and emotional debate surrounding 
end-of-life decisions next year. After several failed attempts, Stoughton state Representative 
Louis Kafka plans to file the so-called "Death with Dignity" bill again next year. The proposal 
has yet to make it past the committee process in Massachusetts. The controversial bill would 
give ailing patients the option to end their life on their own terms. Under the legislation, 
doctors would be able to prescribe life-ending drugs to patients who've been diagnosed with 
having less than six months to live. Massachusetts voters narrowly rejected a similar ballot 
question in 2012. Representative Kafka explained that his proposal is about giving people 
who are dying the right to decide how and when to end their life. State Rep. Louis Kafka said, 



"They can opt out. If they go through the process and then at the very end decide I can't to do 
this - they can opt out and not do it." Oregon, Washington and Vermont have passed similar 
laws to allow for doctor-assisted suicides. 
 
News    11/29/16   5pm          1:30 
 
Senate President Stanley Rosenberg of Amherst plans to meet with Hampshire College 
leaders about the decision to take down the American flag in the campus center. Top state 
leaders and the veterans community is sending a strong message to Hampshire College to 
let the American flag fly. Hampshire College is under intense national scrutiny after the 
school decided to take down the American flag in the center of campus. Senate President 
Stanley Rosenberg of Amherst plans to meet with college leadership to put the flag back up. 
Senate President Stanley Rosenberg said, "It is very hurtful to a lot of people to center 
dissent around the flag and just because you can, doesn't mean you should." Rosenberg told 
22 News there's not much the state can do because Hampshire College is a private 
institution. The school decided to remove the flag after an American flag was burned on 
campus after the presidential election. Burning the American flag isn't against the law - it's 
protected under the First Amendment right to free speech. President-elect Donald Trump 
took to Twitter Tuesday morning, writing: "Nobody should be allowed to burn the American 
flag. If they do, there must be consequences - perhaps loss of citizenship or a year in jail." 
One western Massachusetts veteran agrees. Eric Segundo, Veterans of Foreign Wars said, 
"When the very symbol of our country is the flag and they refuse to fly it, I think yes, it needs 
to be considered and I hope our legislators are listening."  Veterans plan to hold another 
peaceful demonstration at Hampshire College this Sunday and every Sunday until the 
American flag is put back up. 
 
News    11/30/16   5:30pm          1:30 
 
The state's lowest paid workers are pressuring lawmakers to raise the minimum wage to $15-
dollars an hour. The Massachusetts minimum wage is set to go up one-dollar to $11-dollars 
an hour in January. The group "Raise Up Massachusetts" plans to file legislation in the New 
Year to increase the minimum wage even more - to $15-dollars per hour. Hundreds of low 
wage workers rallied at the State House Tuesday to drum up support for the proposal. In 
2014, state lawmakers approved a gradual increase in the minimum wage from $8-dollars per 
hour to $11-dollars over three years. Some business owners are hesitant to raise the 
minimum wage again, especially when the third and final increase is set to take effect on 
January 1st. The Retailers Association of Massachusetts told 22News that a $15-dollar 
minimum wage could result in higher prices for customers. Bill Rennie, Retailers' Association 
of Mass. said, "If the state is mandating that your labor costs increase by 'X', but you don't 
see the same boost in your sales - something's got to give." The Massachusetts minimum 
wage is higher than the federal minimum wage of $7.25. 
 
News    12/12/16   5pm          1:30 
 
The Baker administration and lawmakers are now shifting their focus to drafting a new state 
budget. The Baker administration should increase capital borrowing by no more than $70-



million-dollars, according to a state panel. The Capital Debt Affordability Committee plans to 
report this week that Governor Charlie Baker's administration can afford to borrow about two-
and-a-quarter billion dollars in fiscal 2018. That's about a three-percent increase over the 
current fiscal year. The state is trying to strike a balance with borrowing to avoid hitting the 
debt ceiling. This money is typically spent on large-scale projects - like road and bridge 
improvements.  State Rep. Denise Provost said, "Whether it's dams, or bridges, or roads, or 
transit or water mains - all of these things in the Commonwealth are getting old and a lot of it 
needs repair or replacement." The Baker administration has until the third week in January to 
release their spending proposal. The House and Senate will then follow. 
 
News    12/13/16   6pm          1:30 
 
Top state leaders are eyeing criminal justice reform next year. The "Jobs Not Jails" coalition 
is urging Governor Charlie Baker and state lawmakers to eliminate mandatory minimums and 
other policies that they say make it difficult for people to find jobs after they're released from 
jail. Hundreds of people packed a Boston church on Tuesday calling on top state leaders to 
make significant changes to the criminal justice system. The "Jobs Not Jails" coalition said 
their top priority next legislative session is eliminating mandatory minimums for nonviolent 
drug crimes. Cassandra Bensahih, E.P.O.C.A said, "We cannot continue to let the system run 
on the backs of our people - poor people. People in poverty who have no money, they need 
opportunities." State lawmakers are expected to tackle criminal justice reform this upcoming 
legislative session. Advocates are worried their proposal will be limited to probation and 
parole. The "Jobs Not Jails" coalition has been pushing for legislation that would make it 
easier for people with a conviction to find a job and lead a stable life. One advocate told 
22News he believes the state needs to create a system where people can re-enter society 
once they're released from prison, especially for those suffering from addiction or mental 
illness. Nkrumah Hartfield, Jobs Not Jails, said, "Yeah, it's kind of hard to deal with the court 
system and try to maintain and pay them at the same time, especially if you don't have a job 
in the first place." A criminal justice reform bill could surface in January when state lawmakers 
return to the State House for a brand new legislative session. 
 
News    12/13/16   5:30pm          1:30 
 
Several state lawmakers are traveling to Minneapolis later this week to explore ways to 
control health care costs. Health care is expensive, and can be downright unaffordable for 
many residents. About a half-dozen state senators are going to Minneapolis on Thursday to 
figure out how the state can deliver quality health care, while still maintaining cost. Senate 
President Stan Rosenberg and West Springfield state Senator Jim Welch told reporters 
they're going to Minnesota because they're leading the nation in containing health care costs. 
This is all a part of a research project with about a half dozen other states to study overall 
health care spending. Senate President Rosenberg said he hopes the trip will inspire 
legislation that could be considered next legislative session. Senate President Stan 
Rosenberg said, "We want to identify ways of organizing and delivering the services in ways 
that are more cost effective than perhaps we are doing here in the Commonwealth." These 
state senators will be in Minneapolis for only two days and will return on to Massachusetts on 
Friday. 



 
News    12/21/16   5pm          1:30 
 
State lawmakers are taking steps to reduce pollution and its impact on those of us who live in 
Massachusetts. Massachusetts is one of the first states in the nation to come up with a multi-
year strategy to address Climate Change. The Global Warming Solutions Act requires the 
state to reduce greenhouse gas emissions to at least 25-percent below 1990 levels by year 
2020. On Wednesday, the state Department of Environmental Protections briefed lawmakers 
on these efforts. The agency wants to create new regulations to limit emissions from electric 
companies and power plants in Massachusetts. The proposal would also require companies 
to rely more on clean energy sources. That includes solar power, wind and hydropower. 
CMR. Martin Suuberg, Mass. Dept. of Environmental Protections said, "The clean energy 
standard establishes obligations on retail electricity sellers to provide an annually increasing 
percentage of power from clean energy sources." Commissioner Martin Suuberg said as of 
2013, the state has cut back on emissions by nearly 20-percent. 
 
News    12/21/16   6pm          1:30 
 
State Tax collections are up by almost $40-million-dollars so far this month. Top state leaders 
are battling a budget and revenue shortfall. There have been several months of disappointing 
tax collections making it difficult for the state to balance the budget. The state Department of 
Revenue notified lawmakers this week that tax collections halfway into December were up 
$39-million-dollars from the same time last year. That's a four-percent increase. This comes 
just two weeks after Governor Charlie Baker slashed $98-million-dollars in spending from the 
budget. Top Democrats criticized Baker calling those cuts "premature." Acton state Senator 
Jamie Eldridge told 22News he hopes that funding will be restored within the next few 
months. State Sen. Jamie Eldridge said, "The announcement that revenues are looking up for 
December, I think, reinforces what Speaker DeLeo and the Senate President have said is 
that those cuts were premature by Governor Baker. I would hope he would get back to 
restoring some of those cuts." As of July, the state has collected $10.5-billion-dollars in taxes. 
 
News    12/27/16   5:30pm          1:30 
 
State lawmakers returned to Boston today after the holiday weekend. This two-year 
legislative session is winding down. State lawmakers have just one week to move their bills to 
Governor Baker's desk before the start of the new session. Thousands of bills are filed every 
legislative session. Some get signed into law, but many proposals don't make it through the 
committee process. Bills that don't make it to Governor Baker's desk by Tuesday, January 3-
rd will have to be re-filed in the New Year. To become law, a bill must be approved by both 
the House and Senate, and then signed by the governor. That's why state lawmakers are 
keeping a close eye on their bills this week. Second Assistant Majority Leader state 
Representative Paul Donato told 22News it's going to be a busy week at the state Capital. 
State Rep. Paul Donato said, “It'll be very hectic on Tuesday because everybody will be 
running in to see if they can get their bills because once it doesn't go in on Tuesday at 
midnight, it has to start all over again for next session." The legislature is in informal session, 
so only non-controversial bills are up for consideration. 



 
News    12/27/16   5pm          1:30 
 
The synthetic opioid "Fentanyl" killed more Massachusetts residents than heroin this year. 
Fentanyl is fifty times more potent than heroin. According to a Boston Globe article, addicts 
can get the drug sent straight to their home with a simple click of a mouse. Nearly one-million 
packages come into the country every day without proper electronic information, such as the 
sender's name and address. This data can be used to flag suspicious packages. Fentanyl is 
mostly manufactured in China and comes to the U-S through Mexico where crime 
cartels process and package the drug, according to the Boston Globe. The report said people 
order Fentanyl through the Internet. One state lawmaker told 22News more needs to be done 
to make sure these drugs aren't so easy to get. State Rep. James O'Day said, “We do need 
to find some way of bringing, perhaps, drug sniffing dogs into the postal offices where they 
would give a run through before they send the packages out." On the federal level, 
Congressman Richard Neal co-sponsored a bill that would strengthen electronic screening 
before packages enter the country. 
 
News    12/28/16   6pm          1:30 
 
There's a new leader in Springfield City government. This coming Monday morning at City 
Hall, Orlando Ramos will be sworn in as the new President of the Springfield City Council. He 
is the city's second Latino city council President. He was elected last week by a vote of the 
council. Ramos told 22News his priority is public safety. He wants to restore trust between 
the police department and residents through better communication. He told 22News he 
supports police using body cameras after the city just paid Charles Wilhite $1.4-million for a 
wrongful murder conviction. Ramos said, “Other communities are doing it. They've found 
ways to fund those cameras and the storage of the data. We can't afford not to do this 
because we spend so much money on settling cases of alleged police misconduct that in the 
long run this is going to be a cost saving measure to our taxpayers.” The council also voted to 
override the Mayor's veto, and eliminate the office of police commissioner. That takes affect 
in 2019. Economically, Ramos said they will keep holding MGM accountable to their host 
agreement and make sure they hire locally. 
 
News    12/28/16   6pm          1:30 
 
Massachusetts minimum wage earners will get a raise on New Year's Day. The state 
minimum wage will go up one-dollar on Sunday to $11-dollars an hour. Community groups 
are putting pressure on state lawmakers to approve a $15-dollar minimum wage next 
legislative session. Massachusetts businesses, large and small, are getting ready to give 
hourly employees a one-dollar raise to $11-bucks an hour on Sunday. This is the last of three 
one-dollar increases approved by state lawmakers in 2014. Second Assistant Majority 
Leader, state Representative Paul Donato wants to see the minimum wage go even higher. 
State Rep. Paul Donato said, “It's an important aspect for those who are trying to live in 
today's economy and you know, even at $15 an hour it becomes very difficult." Community 
and labor groups are calling on state lawmakers to raise the minimum wage to $15-dollars an 
hour over several years. The coalition "Raise Up Massachusetts" estimates that the pay raise 



would impact nearly half-a-million low wage workers. West Springfield state Representative 
Michael Finn told 22News he supports a higher minimum wage¦ just not so soon. State Rep. 
Michael Finn said, "From a practical point of view, I think that it's important that we let the 
businesses absorb the increases that have been coming over the past few years and just 
take an assessment of where we are." Tipped workers who receive more than $20-dollars a 
month in tips will also get a New Year's raise. They must be paid at least $3.75 per hour. 
Massachusetts is joining states like California and New York in the campaign for legislation to 
raise the minimum wage to $15-dollars. 
 



 
 

The following is WWLP programming addressing Health-
Smoking during the 4TH quarter of 2016.  These issues were 
addressed through our locally produced news programming. 
 
 
 
News    10/03/16   5:30pm           1:30 
 
October is breast cancer awareness month. You'll start seeing pink everywhere as people 
show their support for beating breast cancer. Breast cancer is the second leading cause of 
death among women, with approximately one in eight women being diagnosed at some point 
during their lifetime. Dr. Michelle Helms of Cooley Dickinson Hospital said women should 
screen themselves at least once a month and consult with their personal doctors about 
mammograms. Dr. Helms said, “In general we as breast surgeons begin a screening mammo 
at age 40 and proceed thereafter. It is great discussion to have with your primary care doctor 
as to how often that should be every one or two years forward.” Dr. Helms said breast cancer 
is the most common cancer that affects women, with approximately 300,000 being diagnosed 
this year. Three million are survivors. So while Dr. Helms says it's very frequent, it is 
treatable.   
 
News    10/04/16   6pm           1:30 
 
Medical professionals gathered in Boston today to explore ways to overcome the state's 
opioid crisis. An estimated four Massachusetts residents die each day from a drug overdose. 
For many victims, the addiction began with a legal prescription from a doctor. A special 
commission of 15 medical professionals met in Boston for the first time Tuesday with the goal 
of educating the next generation of prescribers on how to safely treat pain. This, as state 
continues to deal with the heroin and prescription drug crisis. Cmr. Monica Bharel, M.D., 
Dept. of Public Health said, "It's really important as we train the next generation of 
prescribers, that they understand how to balance the need for pain management with the 
potential of opiate misuse." The working group is trying to develop a core curriculum for 
medical students. They want to train students to treat pain without relying first on powerful 
prescription painkillers. The panel is also thinking about whether veterinarians should be 
required to receive drug addiction training because some of the medications they handle can 
be consumed, and possibly abused by humans. Dr. Myechia Minter-Jordan, President, 
Dimock Center said, "I think anyone who touches narcotics or prescribes narcotics should be 
included. It's not the work of this commission at this point, but I'm sure it'll come up in further 
discussions." The state is taking steps to prevent people from developing a drug addiction, 
and helping those struggling to get clean. The state Department of Public Health has 
strengthened the prescription monitoring program and added hundreds of treatment beds 
across the Commonwealth. These medical professionals have until December 1st to hand-in 
their final recommendations to lawmakers. 
 



News    10/11/16   10pm           1:30 
 
There is now a safe way to dispose of your unused medication in Western Massachusetts, 
any time of the day or night. Walgreens launched their drug medication disposal kiosks 
across the state to help combat drug abuse and reduce overdose deaths. Walgreens now 
has an answer for anyone looking to safely get rid of unused prescription medications. The 
company has installed new safe medication disposal kiosks at 13 locations across the 
commonwealth. The safe medication disposal kiosks accept prescription and over the 
counter medications. They will not accept illegal drugs, needles, lotions or liquids, aerosol 
cans, thermometers or hydrogen peroxide. The kiosks are open 24 hours a day, and it's 
completely anonymous. While this is the only one in western Massachusetts, Walgreens has 
installed kiosks at more than 500 pharmacies in 35 states. These kiosks are considered safe 
because they're locked and monitored by surveillance cameras at all times. 
 
News    10/12/16   5pm           1:30 
 
October is breast cancer awareness month and Holyoke medical center made sure women 
stay on top of their health. October marks breast cancer awareness month and while making 
women aware of the disease the primary focus of the month, there’s a lot to be learned about 
women's health this month. Wednesday at Holyoke medical center doctors, nurses and 
health professionals gathered to pass along health and wellness tips to the community. For 
those who are diagnosed with breast cancer, if they don't take the right precautions it can 
lead to further health problems. To bring awareness to women's and men health the CDC 
marks each month with a health observance. October is also National domestic violence 
awareness month. 
 
News    10/12/16   5:30pm           1:30 
 
An annual Health Survey yielded surprising findings about Franklin county students. Eighth, 
10th and 12th graders participated in the annual Teen Health Survey. 22News found out how 
their background impact's their education. A new survey revealed how a student's 
background could jeopardize their future. The Communities that Care Coalition released the 
results of the survey Wednesday at the Greenfield transit center.  The results of this 2016 
survey included 1,700 students in Franklin County and the North Quabbin. They revealed that 
the student’s background can be a significant challenge to their education. Kat Allen, 
Coordinator, Communities that Care coalition said, “What the data is showing us is that not all 
young people have an equal opportunity for success. Many young people in Franklin County 
and the North Quabbin are waking up each day with greater challenges than their peers.” 
Among the challenges: a student's race, economic situation, or sexual orientation. These 
factors can lead to a higher risk of dangerous behaviors, such as drug and alcohol abuse and 
even suicide. Tyanna Normandin, Community Youth Action Programs said, “I work with a lot 
of LGBTQ youth and a lot of youth of color and there’s a lot of other youth in the group as 
well and pretty consistently there's a lot more barriers facing those youth.” The Communities 
that Care coalition wants to work more with area schools to prevent these types of students 
from engaging in risky behaviors. Caitlin Mckenna, Guidance Counselor, Ralph C. Mahar 
Regional High School, Orange said, “We serve a high proportion of students who are 



economically disadvantaged. Sometimes the so we see the services that are available aren’t 
enough to help some youth change their circumstances.” McKenna told 22News these 
students can have insecure housing and issues with mental health and substance abuse. 
The coalition has conducted this survey for the last 13 years. 
 
News    11/10/16   10pm           1:30 
 
The state launched its new prescription monitoring program to help prevent drug addiction 
and overdose deaths. That's why health care professionals gathered Thursday morning at 
Baystate Mary Lane to train on the new prescription drug tracking system. Legislation passed 
by governor baker now requires health care professionals who prescribe opioid pills to use 
this system which tracks patients and their opioid history. A previous system allowed 
prescribers to track a patient’s opioid history but it had limitations, such as it only showing 
history for Massachusetts. One of the main differences that we'll see is more communication, 
prescribers of prescription medication and pharmacists as well as other health care providers 
will be communicating more and that's important because patient safety involves that holistic 
approach to care. The new tool for monitoring prescription drugs has already gone into effect. 
 
News    11/17/16   5pm           1:00 
 
An alarming new report about addiction across the country and right here in Massachusetts. 
The U.S. Surgeon General's report found that 1 in every 7 people will face a substance abuse 
disorder, but only 10% of those people will even seek treatment. Drugs, tobacco, and alcohol 
can all be addictive. A new report shows a heroin or opioid death once every 19 minutes. In 
2014 overdose deaths in Massachusetts led the declaration of a public health emergency and 
the formation of an opioid task force. Putting the addiction problem in the spotlight. Karin 
Jeffers is the CEO of Clinical Support & Options. Jeffers said, “It cuts all socioeconomic 
ranges for people. It is not just a poor persons disease or a rural disease. It's a disease that 
can affect anybody.” She says treatment begins with prevention, and prevention has to start 
young. 22News spoke with Ruth Ever of the Easthampton Healthy Youth Coalition. She told 
22News there needs to be a shift in the way people think about substance abuse. Ruth Ever 
said, “This isn't a moral failing. This isn't a lack of will. These are serious drugs and the 
biggest piece of it and why we do so much prevention work and why I am in a school is 
because we understand that when young people start they are much more likely to become 
addicted. The teenage brain is not the same as the adult brain.” The report claims every 
dollar spent on prevention can save $4 on health care and $7 in the criminal justice system. 
Advocating patients, not prisoners. The report questions whether access to addiction 
treatment, which was made a priority under the affordable care act, will continue if it is 
repealed and replaced. 
 
News    11/22/16   12pm           1:30 
 
Baystate Franklin Medical Center is participating in a Medicaid Waiver program that aims to 
save hospital money, while also improving care for Medicaid patients. Baystate Health treats 
more patients on Medicaid, than most other hospitals in the state. Since Medicaid only covers 
75 percent of costs, Baystate loses about $40-million dollars a year from it. The state's new 



Medicaid waiver program is meant to make up for the shortfall, while also improving patient 
care. Congressman Richard Neal was at Baystate Franklin Medical Center in Greenfield 
today, to discuss the hospital's participation in the program. He told 22News the waiver is 
meant to improve Medicaid reimbursement rates by changing how hospitals care for patients. 
Hospitals like Baystate Franklin and Baystate Medical Center will operate on an 'accountable 
care organization system,' instead of a 'fee based system.' The major difference is health 
care providers will be paid based off of the quality of care, instead of the number of tests and 
procedures they perform. Mark Keroack, President of Baystate Health said, “It provides 
incentives in terms of how we're paid. We're moving away from being paid for every visit and 
every encounter, and instead a group of patients is assigned to a group of primary care 
doctors, we have to hit on certain quality measures.” The program will also help address the 
state's opiate epidemic, by providing more behavioral health services and long term 
programs. The $52.4 billion dollar program is partnership between hospitals, the state, and 
the federal government. 
 
News    12/01/16   5pm           1:30 
 
Today is World AIDS Day. The Massachusetts "Getting to Zero" campaign hopes to stop the 
spread of H-I-V/AIDS through extensive outreach but those efforts wouldn't be possible 
without support from the state. December 1st is World AIDS Day. A time to raise awareness 
about the disease for which there is still no cure. The AIDS Action Committee of 
Massachusetts said work is ongoing to expand H-I-V prevention programs and to provide 
those living with the disease with health and wellness services. Although public perception 
about H-I-V/AIDS has changed significantly over the past three decades - the stigma around 
the disease still exists. The Committee's Executive Director Carl Sciortino told 22 News that 
people living with H-I-V still face several barriers. Carl Sciortino, AIDS Action Committee of 
Mass. said, "Root causes like poverty, racism, homophobia, transphobia, a discomfort in 
talking about sex makes and all these social factors that still make this virus difficult to treat 
and manage." Massachusetts has seen a 52-percent reduction in new H-I-V diagnoses over 
the past seventeen years, according to the local AIDS Action Committee. 
 
News    12/07/16   5pm           1:30 
 
Mumps is making a comeback and Massachusetts is one of several states where the disease 
has spread. A third dose of the MMR vaccine is currently being talked about as cases 
continue to grow particularly at college campuses. The U.S. is being hit with the most mumps 
cases it's seen in a decade. The latest tally as of November 5th is 2,879 cases in 45 states. 
This year more than 100 cases have been reported at several college campuses including 
Indiana, Illinois Oklahoma, and Massachusetts. Most cases in Massachusetts have occurred 
at Harvard. Mumps is a contagious disease caused by a virus spread through saliva and 
mucus. The CDC recommends children get two doses of the MMR vaccine, which protects 
against measles, mumps, and rubella, but it's not 100% effective. Mumps typically begin with 
fever, headaches, muscle aches, tiredness or loss of appetite. But it can cause complications 
with inflammation of the brain, ovaries, or testicles. Since it is a virus, it will not respond to 
antibiotics, so Doctors typically recommend bed rest and pain relievers. The vaccine is the 
number one preventive measure Doctors suggest. Children normally get their first dose 



between 12 months and 12 years old. Before this year the largest number of yearly mumps 
cases was tallied in 2006 when more than 6,500 cases were reported. 
 
News    12/09/16   11pm           1:30 
 
The U-S Surgeon General says electronic cigarettes are a public health threat to young 
people. The newest report says e-cigarettes are now the most commonly used tobacco 
product among young people, including more than 3 million middle and high school 
students. Many e-cigarettes have nicotine which can lead to addiction. But The Vault, a 
smoke shop in Northampton, said it's helped many adults quit smoking traditional cigarettes. 
The F-D-A is still working on establishing regulations on e-cigarettes.   
 
News    12/13/16   11pm           1:30 
 
Today 22News spoke with Lt. Governor Polito about the state's opioid and addiction crisis. 
The abuse of opioids in the commonwealth has not been easy to fix. Polito told 22News she 
and Governor Baker tried to address this issue when they took office 2 years ago, and are 
still taking measures to help prevent addiction and overdose deaths. Polito said, "We've got 
to chance the conversation we are a state without stigma that means that it is not a character 
flaw to be addicted to an opioid, it's a health issue." In the past 15 years overdose deaths 
increased by 350 percent here in Massachusetts.   
 



The following is WWLP programming addressing Jobs during 
the 4TH quarter of 2016.  These issues were addressed through 
our locally produced news programming. 
 
News    10/5/16   5:30pm           1: 30 
 
If you want to work at the casino when it opens in two years, MGM Springfield opened the 
process. MGM Springfield is already eager to start building their 3,000 employee workforce 
for the resort casino slated to open 23 months from now. MGM invited anyone interested to a 
"Career Launch" event at the MassMutual Center. Over one hundred people were in 
attendance. They received information about the recruitment process, timeline and skill 
requirements. The jobs range from bartenders, waitresses, and dealers, to hundreds of other 
positions including engineers, graphic artists, event planners and lawyers. Construction on 
the resort casino is moving quickly with steel beams being put into place above the casino 
floor foundation. By next winter crews hope to have the buildings fully enclosed for interior 
work. 
 
News    10/20/16   11pm           1: 30 
 
The state's unemployment rate is at a 15-year low. 22 News State House Reporter Tiffany 
Chan highlights the industries that saw the biggest gains last month. Massachusetts 
employers added 51-hundred jobs in September, according to a new report by the Executive 
Office of Labor and Workforce Development. That brings the state's unemployment rate down 
to 3.6-percent from 3.9-percent in August. This is a significant milestone. The jobless rate 
hasn't been this low since June 2001. The sectors that saw the biggest job gains in 
September were Education, Health Services and Hospitality. 700 Massachusetts residents 
landed jobs in manufacturing last month. The state's Labor Secretary Ronald Walker 
considers the latest employment numbers to be "good news for the Commonwealth." Salem 
state Representative Paul Tucker agrees, telling 22News that the unemployed at actively 
looking for work. Tucker said, "Historic unemployment lows. We've come back from the 
terrible recession from not too long ago and I think things are headed in a better 
direction." Massachusetts' unemployment rate continues to be below the national average 
which is five-percent.  
 
News    10/28/16   5:30pm           1: 30 
 
Holyoke's unemployment rate has fallen to its lowest level in 15 years. The state's executive 
office of labor and workforce development announced Tuesday the unemployment rate 
dropped from 8.1% to 5.4% in just one year. Holyoke mayor Alex Morse said the city has 
worked to grow the local economy by helping business startups. They've also expanded 
businesses like Aegis Energy, by converting the old Parsons Paper mill on Sergeant Street. 
Mayor Alex Morse said, “Our economic vitality and future depends on the reuse of buildings 
like the one behind me, the ones on Race St., and Main St. Our old paper mills are being 
converted into new apartments and condos, art galleries, restaurants, and manufacturing.” 
Mayor Morse said the city's current projects to expand the workforce are Holyoke Community 



College's expanded center for culinary and hospitality excellence, and a partnership with 
MGM Springfield.   
 
News    11/2/16   5:00am           1: 30 
 
Massmutual announced Tuesday that 150 people have been laid off. This is actually the third 
time this year that MassMutual has made cuts to their workforce. MassMutual Spokesman 
Jim Lacey sent 22News a statement late Tuesday afternoon that said the 150 layoffs 
represent roughly two percent of their total workforce. He said the layoffs were done in 
response to MassMutual's acquisition of the MetLife Premier Client Group earlier this year. 
The layoffs impact more than 10 offices, including the company's headquarters on State 
Street. This comes just months after about 100 layoffs at MassMutual in April and there were 
layoffs even before that back in February at their offices in both Enfield and Springfield. Now 
in April, MassMutual Spokesman Jim Lacey did tell 22News the company will be making 
more cuts over the next 18 months. 
 
News    11/15/16   5pm            1: 30 
 
This is National Apprenticeship Week. For the past five years, Carlos Montanez has been an 
apprentice in the trade of plumbing, pipefitting, welding and HVAC. Apprenticeships are 
rigorous and competitive, but rewarding programs. Before Montanez can be state-licensed, 
he's required to complete 10,000 hours of work for an employer and two nights a week of 
classroom training for five years. It's easy to apply for an apprenticeship; you need to be 18 
years old, have a driver’s license and birth certificate. It's difficult to be accepted. Local 104 
Business Manager Michael Langone told 22News apprentices are part of a union, so they 
don't pay for training. They get paid by an employer, and get health insurance and pension 
benefits from the union. Recently there's been a push among employers and cities to hire 
local pipefitters, plumbers, welders and HVAC technicians. This facility in Chicopee trains 
apprentices from Springfield to southern Vermont and the Berkshires. Montanez hopes at the 
end of his apprenticeship, he'll be hired by his employer. Local 104 won't be accepting any 
apprenticeship applications until work picks up next Spring. 
 
News    11/21/16   5pm            1: 30 
 
A new initiative to help people in the Springfield area find jobs was launched. The goal is to 
help area residents, minorities and veterans get a job that will last. The Community Partners 
Network of Western Massachusetts announced the launching of a new workforce 
development initiative at the Sheraton Springfield Monday. The CPN is all about advocating 
for people in the community that normally wouldn't get access or know how to get access to 
union and construction jobs. And the organization has already been hard at work. 108 people 
from the Greater Springfield area have been hired through CPN to work at the MGM 
Springfield construction site, for their $950 million resort casino, and the plan is to have more 
job opportunities in the future. CPN offers free training and makes referrals to unions. MGM 
Springfield has paid millions to help get people in the area hired. For example paying for 
OSHA training. More than 20 community organizations have partnered with CPN to help with 



job placement. CPN will start working with MGM now to help developing a workforce for their 
operational jobs. 
 
News    11/30/16   5:30pm           1: 30 
 
It's not easy finding a job, especially right out of college. Local employers from different fields 
came together at Greenfield Community College to speak with students. Regardless of the 
industry, they all agreed on one thing. It comes down to a few basic skills. Greenfield 
Community College hosted a panel of employers from around western Massachusetts 
Wednesday in the school library.  GCC students found out the skills needed to get hired. 
Andrew Dagarin said, “If you're furthering the goals the business of what they're looking for, 
you are automatically going to further your own goals. It was very helpful.” These employers 
came to Greenfield Community College Wednesday to discuss results of a survey conducted 
by the college of over 125 businesses, non-profit organizations and other schools on what 
they value the most when it comes to hiring college graduates. The panel included 
representatives from Baystate Franklin Medical Center, Four Rivers Charter School, and 
Herrell's Ice Cream.  Besides knowledge of the field, these employers are looking for a few 
basic skills. Cindy Russo, President, Baystate Franklin Medical Center said, “Be a person of 
integrity we have patients who come to us entrusting our lives in our care, and we need to 
treat them in that matter. What really makes a good employee is just that basic skill.” Judy 
Herrell, Owner, Herrell's Ice Cream said, “Teamwork skills, communication skills, punctuality 
skills are pretty much the big three. We're all looking for the same kind of people.” Both 
Russo and Herrell told 22News they want people who are adaptable, and are willing to think 
on their feet. They also said being able to trust the employee is important. 
 
News    12/05/16   5:30pm           1: 30 
 
If you're in the market for a new job, you could have some major luck during the New Year. 
Career Builder has compiled a list of some of the hottest jobs for 2017 that focuses on 
analytics, product development, and sales. They include I-T positions, health care, and skills 
trades. Career Builder made this list by looking at 3 factors: jobs that made on average 20-
dollars an hour, have grown faster than the overall jobs market over the last 4 years, and 
have the most job openings.  Some careers, like skill trades, may have more openings 
because of how they're perceived. The industry with the highest increase in job opportunity in 
the last 4 years was I-T jobs, with a 12% increase. Out of the jobs on this list, they also made 
the most money, averaging $40 an hour.   
 
News    12/07/16   6pm           1: 30 
 
Job cuts could be coming at one of Franklin County's largest employers. There could be 
layoffs at Yankee Candle because of the company that owns them. Newell Brands is a global 
consumer goods company out of Atlanta. They own more than 20 different companies, 
including Yankee Candle, which is headquartered in Deerfield. Newell Brands sent 22News, 
a statement announcing a change in the company's structure. Part of that will include job 
reductions. But there won't be many. The company is cutting less than 1% of their total 
workforce. Daniel Rivera said, “It would be very awful for anyone to lose their jobs especially 



in the Christmas season or outside the Christmas season. They're hard working people.” 
Yankee Candle was founded in 1969 by Holyoke native Michael Kittredge. They have more 
than 560 stores nationwide. Newell Brands could not tell us how many of those cuts will be at 
Yankee candle.   
 
News    12/16/16   11pm           1: 30 
 
Greentown Labs is expanding their facilities to Springfield's Technology Park. A new and 
innovative business is setting up shop in the Pioneer Valley. Greentown Labs, based out of 
Somerville, announced plans to open a satellite office in Springfield's Technology Park. Dr. 
Emily Reichert, CEO, Greentown Labs said "To serve as a connection point for both startups 
in Springfield and the Boston area with manufacturers from the Pioneer Valley and 
beyond." The facility provides startup companies with open work spaces and other resources. 
More 85-percent of the startups supported by Greentown Labs are still in operation today, 
according to the company. Friday's announcement kicked off an hour-long forum by the Bay 
State Business Link, an initiative started by House Speaker Robert DeLeo. House Speaker 
Robert DeLeo said, “I have been traveling across this Commonwealth in an effort to try to 
create additional and better paying jobs." The initiative hopes to encourage Boston-based 
companies to do business within the state, especially in western Massachusetts. Rick 
Sullivan, Economic Development Council of WMass said, "Greentown Labs, which is an 
incubator for clean energy and water tech companies, so that when they start to go to 
manufacturing, engineering and design they can get those services in western 
Massachusetts."   
 


