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The following is WWLP programming addressing Crime during 
the 1st quarter of 2017.  These issues were addressed through 
our locally produced news programming. 

 
News    1/05/17   11pm                 1: 00 
 
After five days on the loose, and a multi-state manhunt, escaped inmate James Morales is in 
custody tonight. This incident was wholly and entirely unacceptable and inexcusable. Police 
said Morales tried to rob a bank in Cambridge this morning. Hours later, he tried again in 
Somerville. That's when a state trooper spotted Morales and chased him and caught him. 
Morales escaped from a Rhode Island prison on New Years’ Eve. He had been in custody 
awaiting trial for the 2015 theft of firearms from the armory in Worcester. He also previously 
faced charges of aggravated rape of a child. 
 
News    1/05/17   6am                 1: 30 
 
A Springfield couple accused of sex trafficking is scheduled to be back in court today for an 
initial conference hearing. This is a story we've been following closely for months now. Milford 
and Tiana Lewis were arrested last December, on several sex trafficking charges. They're 
scheduled to return to federal court in Springfield today, for a status conference hearing. Our 
cameras were rolling last December when they were arrested at the 5th Alarm in Springfield. 
According to court documents, the Lewis' ran a business called "Sinful Innocence," which 
posed as a talent agency for the adult entertainment industry. Prosecutors said the couple 
used that business to recruit women, then force them into prostitution. So far, at least 8 
victims have come forward. The Lewis's are facing several charges, including conspiracy to 
commit sex trafficking, sex trafficking, interstate transportation to engage in prostitution, 
interstate inducement to engage in prostitution, and extortionate threats. The couple hasn't 
entered a plea yet, but there's a chance that could happen today. They're expected to be 
back in federal court for their status conference hearing, at 2 p.m. 
 
News    1/06/17   5pm                 1: 30 
 
The man accused of shooting and killing an Amherst man in October will remain held without 
the right to bail. 33-year-old Soknang Chham pleaded not guilty during his arraignment this 
afternoon in Hampshire County Superior Court in Northampton. Chham was originally 
charged in district court with murder and intent to murder, but is now facing six additional 
charges. Northwestern District Attorney's office spokeswoman Mary Carey told 22News 
Chham is accused of shooting and killing 31-year-old Jose "Joselito" Rodriguez on October 
15th. He also allegedly shot and wounded another man. Soknang Chham will be back in 
court on May 3. 
 
News    1/10/17   11pm                 1: 00 
 
A bomb threat phoned in on Monday forced the evacuation of the state office building in 
Springfield. Springfield Fire Spokesman Dennis Leger told 22News, the State Office Building 



on Dwight Street was cleared this afternoon because of the threat. Leger said a threatening 
voicemail message was apparently left on Monday, but no one heard it until today. Everyone 
was allowed back into the building shortly after the evacuation. 
 
News    1/10/17   11pm                 1: 00 
 
A Chicopee man is being held on a half-million dollars bail in a home invasion and shooting in 
South Hadley late last year. Police said 30 year old Dupree Hinds and two others robbed a 
victim during a marijuana deal in November. Hinds is accused of shooting the victim, who is 
still recovering from their wounds. Hinds was ordered held on 500-thousand dollars cash bail. 
A second suspect was arraigned last Friday, and a third will be arraigned this Friday. 
 
News    1/11/17   6pm                 1: 00 
 
Springfield Police have made an arrest in the shooting of a 10 year old girl last spring. 24 
year old Wilson Garcia has been charged with the June 9th shooting at the corner of Belmont 
Avenue and Euclid Avenue. Springfield Police Sergeant John Delaney told 22News the 10 
year old girl was struck by a stray bullet in her calf while she was getting off the school bus. 
Sgt. Delaney said the intended target was a 22 year old woman who was shot in the 
buttocks. Both victims have since recovered. 
 
News    1/17/17   11pm                 1: 00 
 
A Hadley man was arraigned today in connection with a home invasion in Amherst last Fall. 
Northwestern District Attorney Spokeswoman Mary Carey said 25-year-old Patrick Bemben 
was arraigned on Grand Jury indictments on charges of armed robbery and home 
invasion. Bemben's accused of breaking into a home on South East Street in Amherst last 
October. Bemben was ordered held without bail until a bail hearing Wednesday. Bemben's 
lawyer argued for bail, saying he was under the influence of drugs during the home invasion, 
and is a different person now that he is drug free. He's also charged with Assault and battery 
with a dangerous weapon causing serious bodily injury. 
 
News    1/26/17   5pm                 1: 00 
 
An Agawam police officer has pleaded not guilty to allegations he stole from his union, .the 
Agawam Police Patrolman's Association. Gary Nardi was in Hampden Superior Court this 
morning for his arraignment. On January 2nd, State Attorney General Maura Healey 
announced Nardi had been indicted by a Grand Jury in connection with allegedly stealing 
10,000 dollars from the union. Nardi was the union's treasurer from 2011 to May of 
2016. Nardi was eventually placed on paid administrative leave. Authorities say he used 
three schemes to steal the money. Nardi is out of jail, but had to give his passport to his 
lawyer, and cannot contact three union members. His pretrial hearing is set for April 26th. 
 
News    1/31/17   6pm                 1: 00 
 



Continuing our breaking news coverage from Agawam where two police officers will return to 
work after being fired for an alleged use of force incident. By announcement of the Town of 
Agawam,  Officer Edward Connor and Sgt. Anthony Grasso will be returned to work with the 
Agawam Police Department effective immediately and will full back pay. Agawam 
announced, however, that Sgt. Anthony Grasso would be demoted and returned as a police 
officer, not as a Supervisor. Sgt. Grasso will now appeal his demotion. Three Agawam police 
officers were fired after an alleged use of force incident continued their fight to get their jobs 
back today. Those officers testified at a hearing today at the state office building on Dwight 
Street in Springfield. The officers’ attorney John Connor told 22News under the policies and 
procedures, the use of the force was authorized. The officers Attorney John Connor also 
responded to the announcement today that the FBI has launched a probe of the incident. A 
fourth day of hearing has been scheduled for February 14th. 
 
News    2/1/17    11pm                 1: 00 
 
One of the Springfield's "most wanted" suspects has turned himself in. Springfield Police 
sergeant John Delaney told 22News 18 year old Joseph Velez stole ATV's and motorcycles 
from craigslist sellers in Indian Orchard. He was also a suspect in several neighborhood car 
break-ins. Delaney said Velez felt pressured to turn himself in after his picture was posted on 
social media and aired in the news. 
 
News    2/13/17   11pm                 1: 00 
 
Holyoke Police arrested three brothers accused of robbing and viciously beating a man last 
week. Hampden County District Attorney spokesman Jim Leydon told 22News Joseph, 
Roberto and Edwin Rivera are charged with Assault and Battery Causing Serious Bodily 
Injury and unarmed robbery. The victim was found unconscious on the sidewalk on High 
Street last Wednesday. Leyden said he's in critical condition. The Rivera Brothers are being 
held on 25-thousand dollars cash bail at the Holyoke Police Department. Leydon said the 
District Attorney's "Murder and Major Felony Unit" is working on this case with State and 
Holyoke Police. 
 
News    2/13/17   4:30am                1: 00 
 
A mother and 1-year-old girl are expected to be ok after they were hurt during an alleged 
home invasion in Springfield. Springfield Police Captain Brian Keenan told 22News officers 
were called to 1234 Worcester Street in Indian Orchard around 10:30 last night. That's where 
they found a pregnant mother and her 1-year-old daughter with minor injuries. Captain 
Keenan said they had allegedly been attacked by a tenant on the floor below them. 46-year-
old Jerry Bellamy, allegedly upset over noise being made above him, allegedly forced his way 
into the victims' apartment with a board with a nail in it, hitting both the woman and daughter 
with it as well. Police were able to find Bellamy in his apartment and make the arrest. He's 
facing several assault charges and is expected in Springfield District Court later today. 
 
News    2/14/17    6am                1: 00 
 



Three college students are being credited for stopping a suspect in the middle of a robbery in 
Boston. The art heist was caught on camera - the suspect threw a brick through a glass pane 
of the front door, then reached his arm in to open the door. Police say this all took place as 
Boston was celebrating the Patriots Super Bowl win - the suspect took advantage of an 
empty Newbury Street.  But the robbery was foiled by three college students who happened 
to be walking by. Chris Savano said, "We saw the guy come out with some paintings looked 
at each other and said this isn't normal." Mackenzie Thompson said, "We yell out, what's 
going on did you take those he looks behind, sees us running after him and he drops the 
paintings in attempt to flee, we didn't really have a thought process we just grabbed 
him."  Police arrested 26-year-old Jordan Russel Leishman of Chelsea. He allegedly grabbed 
5 pieces of art - altogether worth about $50-thousand dollars. He was arraigned Monday on 
multiple charges and held without bail.  
 
News    2/15/17   11pm                1: 00 
 
An attempted murder suspect was one of five people arrested in a drug raid in Chicopee 
today. Chicopee police raided a home on Springfield Street around 5:30 this morning. Officer 
Mike Wilk told 22news Police found around an ounce of cocaine, more than 3-thousand 
dollars in cash, drug packaging materials, handgun ammunition and a bulletproof vest. 
Among the five suspects, 27-year-old Jamal Dwyer, who's wanted in Pennsylvania where 
he's charged with attempted murder. Four other suspects were all charged with Trafficking 
cocaine. 
 
News    2/15/17   6pm                1: 00 
 
Four people were indicted by a grand jury today in connection with trafficking women from 
New York to Asian massage parlors in Western Massachusetts. The four were arrested in 
December during a major multi-state law enforcement takedown. Their next stop is Superior 
Court. The victims were allegedly trafficked for commercial sex in "massage parlors" in 
Northampton, Hadley, East Longmeadow, and Agawam.   
 
News    2/16/17   11pm                1: 30 
 
An 18 year old Connecticut Man has been charged with manslaughter and vehicular 
homicide after crashing a stolen SUV killing four young people in Springfield last month. 
Aaron Thorne of New Haven is still recovering from the injuries he suffered when the stolen 
Jeep Cherokee he's accused of driving, slammed into a tree on Union Street in Springfield 
January 17th. Thorne suffered traumatic brain injury in the crash, and was the only survivor. 
17 year old Katrina Lee Maisonet Jones, 18 year old Adrianna Hernandez, 17 year old 
Cassidy Spence and 20 year old Andrew Savage all died in the crash. Today, a judge 
ordered Thorne held on 100-thousand dollars cash bail, after he was charged with four 
counts each of manslaughter and vehicular homicide. His next court date is March 16th. 
 
News    2/16/17   11pm                1: 30 
 



The FBI, ATF, State Police and the Bomb Squad spent the day in Easthampton collecting 
bomb-making materials, and making an arrest. They arrested 41-year-old Bryan Desmarais, 
who lives in Easthampton. Desmarais was arrested today, and charged with Possession of 
Explosives and throwing explosives, among other charges. There was a lot of activity in the 
area of Pleasant Street in Easthampton all day, involving a massive law enforcement effort. 
Local, State and Federal Law Enforcement agencies, as well as Hazardous Materials Teams 
spent the day and night at 142 Pleasant Street in Easthampton. The FBI, ATF and the Joint 
Terrorism Task Force teamed up with the State Police Bomb Squad and Easthampton Police 
detectives. They searched a rented space at 142 Pleasant Street this afternoon, and found 
bomb-making materials, manufactured explosives, and ammunition. This investigation dates 
back to several explosions the night of Super Bowl Sunday in the area of Lower Mill Pond. As 
a result of today's search, police arrested Bryan Desmarais, who lives on nearby Ridgewood 
Terrace. He's facing several illegal explosives charges. Easthampton Police Officer Chad 
Alexander told 22News that police are still looking into this matter, and more charges could 
be brought against Desmarais. Anyone with information is encouraged to contact 
Easthampton police. 
 
News    2/18/17   6pm                1: 30 
 
New developments in last month's crash in Springfield that left four people dead. On the night 
of January 17th, a stolen SUV with 5 people inside crashed on Union Street in Springfield. All 
four passengers were killed, three of them teenage girls from Springfield. On Thursday, the 
lone survivor and accused driver, Aaron Thorne, was arraigned from his hospital bed on four 
counts of vehicular homicide and manslaughter. Friday night, 22News obtained a state police 
report. Troopers claim Thorne wasn't just the driver, but the person who stole the car. They 
claim the key fob for the stolen jeep was found in Thornes clothing after the crash. And 
surveillance video from Milford, Connecticut shows him stealing the SUV. We also found the 
jeep's black box data recorded the jeep traveling 74 miles per hour just before the crash. 44 
miles above the speed limit. We also know what happened in the moment leading up to the 
crash. Troopers claim they approached the Jeep parked on Ridgewood Terrace. They said 
the jeep sped off, and crashed minutes later just over a quarter-mile away. 
 
News    2/20/17   11pm                1: 00 
 
Springfield Police broke up what they called a "heroin factory" in the Liberty Heights 
neighborhood. Springfield Police Sergeant John Delaney told 22News police arrested 24 
year-old Ernesto Lopez during the raid on his Stockman Street apartment Friday. Delaney 
said detectives found liquid Fentanyl, a powder grinder, stamped bags, and drug 
paraphernalia used in the packaging of heroin. Police also seized cocaine, marijuana and 
more than 16-hundred dollars in cash. 
 
News    2/24/17   11pm                1: 00 
 
A grand jury has indicted two men for a deadly shooting in Holyoke just before Christmas last 
year. Hampden County District Attorney's Office Spokesman Jim Leydon told 22News 
Holyoke residents Nashon Perez and Eric Carattini were indicted on murder charges 



Thursday. They're accused of shooting and killing 55 year old Anthony Sirakowski inside a 
camper on Pine Street on December 22nd. Holyoke police said the victim was shot over a 
drug deal and attempted robbery. 
 
News    3/2/17    11pm                1: 00 
 
Three drug busts in three days! Springfield police seized a gun, drugs and cash during a raid 
on Maple Street tonight. Springfield police Sgt. John Delaney told 22News police found more 
than 600 bags of heroin, a glock, and more than 32-hundred dollars in cash. They also found 
crack and powder cocaine. This comes after police seized more than 10-thousand bags of 
heroin Tuesday. Delaney said four people were arrested and they'll be arraigned in court 
tomorrow on drug trafficking charges. 
 
News    3/8/17    5pm                1: 00 
 
Westfield mother whose baby was allegedly treated for a heroin overdose last year will go to 
trial June 19th. Shannon Lea brought her child to Baystate Noble Hospital in March of 2016, 
where, according the Westfield news, the child had to be revived with Narcan. During a 
search of her apartment, police found heroin bags and syringes. Lea was charged with child 
endangerment, and her one year old child was removed from her care. She could face up to 
two and a half years in prison if convicted. 
 
News    3/9/17    11pm                1: 30 
 
A man in Chicopee will spend the rest of his life in prison after he was found guilty of 
murdering a pregnant woman. DA Anthony Gulluni said, “Their lives are forever altered by the 
acts of Mr. Martinez and the loss of their loved one.” Justice came in the form of a prison 
sentence Thursday for a family who has been waiting for nearly 13 years. Benjamin Martinez 
was sentenced to life in prison for the brutal murder of Caridad Puente, a pregnant woman 
who was stabbed 30 times in her Taylor Street apartment back in 2004. DA Anthony Gulluni 
said, “It was clear that Benjamin Martinez killed Caridad Puente by extreme atrocity and 
cruelty, and therefore was found guilty of first degree murder, and will serve the rest of his life 
in prison.” Martinez was found guilty of first degree murder Wednesday. The verdict, a long 
time coming for a family who waited 10-years before the police were able to make an arrest. 
The District Attorney's Office said DNA evidence is ultimately what linked Martinez back to 
the murder a decade later, but his family told us they didn't think there was enough evidence 
to make a conviction.  Maritza Rodrigez said, “I know my brothers innocent, I'm sorry for the 
family, I'm sorry for my family, we also lost someone too, my brother.” But the DA said 
Martinez's DNA was found in Puente's apartment, and underneath her fingernails. He'll now 
spend the rest of his life in prison, without the possibility of parole.   
 
News    3/20/17   6am                1: 00 
 
Three people were arrested in Longmeadow after they attempted to traffic heroin from 
Connecticut to Maine. Springfield Police stopped a Chevy Tracker for operating with an 
unreadable license plate on Route 91 in Longmeadow on Friday. Police searched their car 



and found a load of heroin. The driver, a 31-year-old from Maine, and the two passengers, a 
39-year-old from Springfield and a 26-year-old from Maine, were arrested. The three men 
face numerous charges including trafficking in heroin and conspiracy to violate drug 
laws.  The driver is also charged with driving without a license and not having a visible 
license plate. 
 
News    3/29/17   11pm                1: 30 
 
Springfield Police are investigating the city's first homicide this year. Officers were called to 
145 Johnson Street just after 11 last night after reports of gunfire. Springfield Police Sgt. John 
Delaney told 22News when police got there, they found 37 year old Corey Doughlas-Haurd 
suffering from a gunshot wound. He was rushed to the hospital where he died. No arrests 
have been made and police did not reveal a motive behind the shooting. They're asking 
anyone with information to contact the Major Crime Unit at 787-6355. Still no suspects 
tonight, 24 hours after a man was shot and killed in Springfield. 22News spoke with a 
resident who lives in the city about violent crime, and how it's changed. Springfield Police are 
investigating the city's first homicide of the year. 37 year old Corey Doughlas-Haurd was shot 
and killed on Johnson Street Tuesday night. Still No suspects, and no motive. One resident 
said he fears more crime is still to come.  Steven Molina said, “In winter everyone just wants 
to stay home. You're still going to have crimes in the winter. That's just going to happen. But 
in the summer time everyone's out there so it's just going to happen a lot more.” On our 
Facebook page comments came in, wondering if there are usually more killings three months 
into a year. We looked at the stats, and the truth is, it's different every year. There were 2 
homicides through March of last year, 9 through March 2015, and 2 through March 2014. 
Molina said, “I've been living here for almost 20 years and I've never had any trouble like that 
because I just do the right thing.” If you have any information on Tuesday night's murder, 
Springfield police want to hear from you.   
 
News    3/31/17   11pm                1: 00 
 
Charges have been upgraded for two suspects accused of murdering an elderly couple 
during a home invasion in Orange last year. A Grand jury this week indicted Joshua Hart and 
Brittany Smith on an additional charge of murder in connection with the death of 77 year old 
Joanna Fisher. Fisher was brutally attacked during a home invasion in October. She died one 
month later. Hart and Smith had already been indicted for murder for the death of Fisher's 
husband, 95 year old Thomas Harty. They're expected to be arraigned on the additional 
murder charge next week.  

 
 
 
 



 

The following is WWLP programming addressing Education 
during the 1st quarter of 2017.  These issues were addressed 
through our locally produced news programming. 
___________________________________________________________ 
   
News    1/03/17   11pm           1: 00 
 
Amherst Town meeting rejected a voter-approved property tax hike to help combine 
Wildwood and Fort River Elementary Schools. But now there's an effort to revive the 
proposal. A group of parents has collected more than twice the signatures needed to 
schedule another special town meeting to reconsider the project. The proposed new school 
would replace and combine the existing schools which don't comply with the American with 
Disabilities Act. If it fails again, Amherst school superintendent Michael Morris said the 
alternative is much more complicated and expensive. He said, “If we were to renovate, we 
need to find a place to put kids for a couple of years. And so I think the challenge is, if it 
doesn't pass, we still have the same problems we have, and now we don't have the funding 
to manage it.” If approved, the town would pay for half the 67-million dollar project. The other 
half would come from the state. 
 
News    1/05/17   6pm           1: 00 
 
A plot of land wedged in the middle of a residential Westfield neighborhood is causing 
controversy.  It's been going on for five years, and now the debate heads to the state 
Supreme Judicial Court. This barren plot of land at the intersection of Ashley and Cross 
Streets in Westfield is dubbed by neighbors as "the hole." Sandwiched in this residential 
neighborhood, the land has a playground and a ball park. The city wants to build a school on 
it. The current elementary schools are run down, and in need of an upgrade. The legal issue 
is whether building a school on the property would require a 2/3 vote of the state legislature 
to release the parkland from protected status, as required by law. The ongoing legal fight has 
forced Westfield to lease other school facilities and bus students outside of the city limits. 
 
News    1/19/17   5:30pm           1: 00 
 
Western Massachusetts high school students will soon have more opportunities to work in 
science and technology fields. Lt. Governor Karyn Polito was in Springfield today to 
announce that Colombia Gas has signed on to participate in the "Mass Stem at Work" 
Program. The initiative connects high school students with internship and job shadowing 
opportunities in science, technology, engineering and math careers. Baystate Health, 
Hampden Engineering Corporation and MassMutual and a few other local companies that are 
participating in this program. 
 
News    1/25/17   11pm           1: 00 
 



Enrollment at Wilbraham's middle school could be cut in half by next year. Last October, 
Hampden voters struck down plans to merge their middle school, with Wilbraham's. But 48 
students at Thorton Burgess School in Wilbraham, have applied to transfer into 
Hampden.  The district also decided fifth grade will be at Green Meadow's Elementary 
in Hampden, instead of the Thorton Burgess School. Burgess has about 222 students 
enrolled, but that could fall to as low as 109. The superintendent said the quality of education 
at TWB will not be affected. 
 
News    1/27/17   11pm           1: 00 
 
A school in Northampton officially has gender neutral bathrooms and it is part of a city wide 
plan. Two gender-neutral bathrooms are now open in J.F.K Middle School, one in the main 
office. Principal Lesley Wilson told 22News two more will soon open on the second floor. 
Some parents said they appreciate the privacy for their kids. In an email sent to 22News, one 
parent complained they weren't made aware of the bathroom changes.  They claim the 
school didn't notify them. A parent 22News spoke with said there is concern students could 
abuse the new bathroom, but trusts the staff to monitor its use. The Northampton 
Superintendents office said gender-neutral bathrooms will be opening in all Northampton 
schools. We asked the district and JFK if these are single stall bathrooms and if parents were 
ever notified of the changes. We're still waiting to hear back, but we will continue to follow this 
story. 
 
News    1/30/17   5pm           1: 30 
 
Amherst-Pelham regional public schools is letting parents know any undocumented students 
in the district are still welcome in the classroom. Superintendent Michael Morris explained the 
district is committed to serving every student, regardless of their immigration status. He said 
the purpose of sending the letter to parents Thursday was to address the concerns he's 
heard from parents about how immigrant and undocumented students will now be treated 
because of President Trump's series of executive orders. In the letter, Superintendent Morris 
pointed to a law found in the Supreme Court case of Plyler vs. Doe. It reads, "All children in 
the United States are entitled to equal access to a basic public elementary and secondary 
education regardless of their actual or perceived race, color, national origin, citizenship, 
immigration status, or the status of their parents/guardians." Superintendent Morris says this 
will be the foundation of how students are treated in Amherst. The letter goes on to say none 
of the recent presidential executive orders changes the district's access to undocumented 
immigrants. The school district is now drafting another letter to reinforce this message to 
parents.   
 
News    1/30/17   11pm           1: 00 
 
For the second time, Amherst Town Meeting members rejected the merger of two elementary 
schools in town. The "yesses" were in the majority. The majority just wasn't big enough. Town 
Meeting needed a two-thirds majority to approve the 67-million dollars needed to merge the 
Wildwood and Fort River Elementary schools. The 57 percent majority fell short of the 
needed 66 percent. That means the school will have to re-apply for funding, but it’s not 



known how long that will take. Tonight's failure is a real problem for the town. The current 
schools do not comply with the Americans with disabilities act standards. And they have 
water leaks and mold. 
 
News    2/1/17    11pm           1: 30 
 
Holyoke has a new plan to put students on the path to success. Parents and Holyoke 
residents got their first look at a high school redesign plan this week. Holyoke's 
superintendent said the goal is to fix the schools "chronically low graduation rates." A group 
of students, staff and community members took months to draft a plan for Holyoke's high 
schools. They want more kids graduating, and to help prepare them for either college or a 
career. The proposal suggests creating four theme-based academies at Holyoke High School 
and Dean Technical high school. Tenth through twelfth graders would explore courses 
offered before selecting one academy based on their interests. Under the proposal, each 
pathway would provide opportunities to earn college credit, work readiness certificates, and 
professional certifications. Tracy Torrez’ kids graduated from both Dean Tech and Holyoke 
High. She recommends a "hands on" approach. Torrez said, “My older daughter graduated 
from Dean tech and she was a mechanic and she was hands on, so I think if they have more 
programs like that in school you're going to see the kids are really going to excel, and they're 
going to be really focused on their future and their dreams and they're going to do it." The 
plan also proposes more alternative options for students struggling to graduate. The proposal 
is available online and the district is accepting feedback through Friday. 
 
News    2/7/17    11pm           1:30 
 
The fate of a new Amherst elementary school project is back in the hands of town residents 
one last time. After two failed votes, a petition has forced a third try to accept this 
project.  The town clerk is validating signatures right now. It's the school project teachers and 
town residents keep fighting for. Town meeting has already twice rejected state funding that 
would help pay for half of the 67-milion dollar project to build a new school and merge 
Wildwood and Fort River elementary schools. That didn't stop 1,400 people from signing a 
petition 5 days after the 2nd rejection.  According to the town's charter, that's more than 
enough to overturn the town meeting vote, and send the proposal now to a town-wide 
referendum. In order for it to pass, it needs a two-thirds "yes" vote, and 18% of the entire 
town needs to come here to town hall and vote. That's just under 3-thousand votes. A "no" 
vote could mean an end to the project altogether. The last time a town referendum was called 
to turn over a town meeting vote was in 2005 for the Plum Brook project to build soccer 
fields. And that vote failed. The select board still has to decide when to hold the 
referendum. It'll most likely be in March during the town's annual elections.   
 
News    2/8/17    6pm           1:30 
 
California-based Thomas Aquinas College is planning to open a campus in Northfield next 
year. The college entered a preliminary agreement with the National Christian Foundation. 
They've offered the former Northfield Mount Herman School in Northfield as a gift. Under the 
agreement, the college can use 22 buildings, but for now they only intend to use 11. Those 



include some of the residence halls, classroom and administrative buildings, the library, gym, 
and chapel. The school plans to repair and renovate some of the buildings, and have the 
campus open to students in August 2018. They've been looking for an east coast campus for 
a while. Michael McLean, President, Thomas Aquinas College said, “When we 
discovered  this opportunity, we came and visited the campus, saw the location, saw the 
setting and the quality of the buildings and it just seemed like an ideal fit for us.” McLean told 
22News they will recruit 36 students for the first year, and will add students over the next four 
years. The school plans to eventually have an enrollment of 350 to 400 students.   
 
News    2/8/17    11pm           1:30 
 
The Granville Village School is going to close. It was a tense meeting, attended by more than 
one hundred people. But her vote, wouldn't be enough to keep it open. Despite a protest and 
concerns over class size and busing, The Southwick Tolland Granville Regional School 
committee voted five to two to close the Granville Village School. Closing the school will free 
up 1-million dollars to reinvest into the school district. The Southwick Superintendent said 
she'll work with parents and students to welcome the Granville students. Disappointed 
parents walked out of the meeting. Some told 22News it would be a difficult conversation to 
have with their kids. The Granville Village School will close at the end of this school year on 
June 30th. One parent told 22News people are considering other options including home 
schooling.   
 
News    2/10/17   5:30pm           1:30 
 
Black history month played an important role at Putnam Vocational Technical Academy in 
Springfield today. An African-American art exhibit attracted attention at Putnam Vocational 
Technical Academy Friday.  Students stopped and admired the images of the African-
American icons portrayed in the exhibit. Putnam Academy senior, Jay Shun Pinckney told 
22News, African American history month has always provided him with a learning 
experience. Pinckney said, “I've learned more about my roots and my culture. Before I was 
ignorant because I thought I was a normal black boy but as I got older and wiser, I've always 
wanted to know of my roots because I know it goes down deep.” Many of the modern forms 
conveyed in this black history month exhibit are designed to challenge the imagination of 
students. DaShawn Williams told 22News, he's anxious for more insight about the plight of 
his ancestors. Williams said, “Probably to know how hard it was back then, the hardships 
they had to go through because of the color of your skin, stuff like that.” The first observance 
of Black History month took place back in 1915 in the city of Chicago. 
 
News    2/21/17   5:30pm           1:00 
 
Two Amherst groups have registered with the town because they're raising money to either 
support or oppose a ballot question. 22News reporter Alessandra Martinez spoke with the 
town clerk about this issue that's divided the town. One of these groups supports a proposed 
ballot question asking to merge Fort River Elementary School and Wildwood Elementary, 
while the other group opposes it. Amherst town clerk Sandra Burgess explained any group 
that plans to raise money to either support or oppose a ballot question must register their 



committee with the town. The two groups campaigning are Save Amherst Small Schools, and 
Vote Yes for Amherst. They're required to provide regular reports to the town on their 
spending.  Sandra Burgess said, “It's so the public can see what they're doing, where the 
money is coming from, where it's going, and I suppose the people who contribute the money 
have an interest in knowing how that's being accounted for as well.” Both groups registered 
with the town last week. The town referendum will most likely be held in March during the 
town's annual elections. The proposal needs a two-thirds yes vote to pass, and 18% of the 
town must vote. That's just under 3-thousand votes.   
 
News    3/1/17    11pm           1:00 
 
A new charter school will open in western Massachusetts next year. The state board of 
education this week approved 3 new charter schools, including the "Hampden Charter School 
of Science West." The new charter school will serve 6th through 9th-graders from Agawam, 
Holyoke, Westfield and West Springfield. And expand to grades to 6 through 12, eventually 
serving more than 500 students. The existing school in Chicopee has a 100% graduation rate 
and 96% of graduates are still enrolled in college. The state approved the new charter school 
for Westfield, but the director of the Hampden Charter School of Science in Chicopee said 
they have not yet determined the location. 
 
News    3/7/17    5:30pm           1:00 
 
Students at UMass Amherst learned about what some call "racial injustice" at schools across 
the country. It's where minority students at school are underserved academically, while being 
oversurveillenced by school police. A panel described how this unbalanced school 
environment is getting minority students in trouble with the law. One of the panelists was Niya 
Kenny. Kenny was arrested in 2015 in South Carolina for confronting a school resource 
officer, who flipped a black female classmate over in her desk and dragged her across the 
room. Kenny was charged as an adult for disturbing a school. The officer was fired, but he 
wasn't criminally charged. She told 22News why she brought her story to the education 
students at UMass. Nina Kenney said, “Get to know your students. Get to know what's going 
on in their lives, what's going on at home, because once you start understanding your 
student, you can start understanding what's affecting their performance in the classroom.” 
According to the ACLU, more than one thousand South Carolina students face criminal 
charges every year for not following directions, cursing, or loitering. If they're tried as adults, 
like Kenny was, they can be held in jail for up to 90 days.   
 
News    3/16/17   5:30pm           1:30 
 
Several Western Massachusetts schools are celebrating more than one-million dollars in 
grants to boost their life sciences programs. Chicopee Comprehensive High School is doing 
some pretty incredible things with technology to make subjects like math and science, fun for 
students. The Massachusetts Life Sciences Center awarded about one million dollars in life 
sciences grants for several Western Massachusetts schools. The money will help pay for 3-D 
printers and digital microscopes. Instead of drawing D-N-A with a pencil and paper, students 
will use this equipment to extract D-N-A from fruits and vegetables. It's this hands-on 



experience that will give students a competitive edge after graduation. Travis McCready, 
President, Mass. Life Sciences Center said, "Middle schools and high schools -- to have 
these things available because this is the baseline knowledge that you need in order to be 
able to participate in the economy today." Springfield Renaissance School, Westfield High 
School and Westfield State University are among the nine schools receiving these "Capital 
Funding" grants.  
 
News    3/24/17   5:30pm           1:30 
 
The state has discovered excessively high levels of copper and lead in water fountains and 
sinks in Greenfield schools. 153 cities and towns including Greenfield participated in a state-
funded test of the school system's water fixtures. The school is working with the Greenfield 
DPW to replace their water fixtures. A state-funded test revealed 40 of more than 14-
hundred water fixtures in Greenfield Schools had copper or lead levels that exceeded EPA 
standards. Jonathan Shannon said, “I went to Greenfield schools and I think that's really 
unhealthy and unsafe for the kids.” All fountains and sinks have been shut down in Greenfield 
schools. They'll spend $5,000 dollars to get them replaced. Jordana Harper, Superintendent 
of Schools, said “We believe that parents have a right to know and they should be involved 
and know what the quality of the water that their children are drinking water in school. We are 
working as closely as we can with the town and other officials.” All Greenfield schools 
including the Middle School here on Federal Street had water fixtures with copper or lead 
levels that exceeded legal limits. But Greenfield's DPW told 22News this is a problem specific 
to those fixtures and has nothing to do with the town's water. Don Ouellete, Greenfield DPW 
Director said, “The town water has no lead in it. Generations have been drinking the same 
water for 50-60 years, the samples did hit above the action level. So we are taking the 
appropriate actions on it.” Ouellete said the town plans to have all fixtures removed next 
week. Until then, signs have been placed on the sinks and fountains that can't be used. 
Superintendent Harper said there will be another round of tests in a month. 
 
News    3/29/17   5pm           1:30 
 
Amherst voters last night failed to approve construction of a new elementary school. It'll take 
years to make the necessary repairs at these schools, and it'll cost twice as much as the 
proposed new school. After 2 town meeting rejections and a failed referendum Tuesday, the 
proposal to build a new school combining Fort River and Wildwood elementary schools is 
dead. Now, the district's focus is to renovate these schools; the more expensive option they 
wanted to avoid. Neither school complies with the Americans with Disabilities Act.  Doors, 
their handles, and bathrooms aren't handicap accessible. Neither school has walls to 
separate classrooms. Michael Morris said, “For our hearing impaired students, our practice is 
to send them to Crocker Farm, which is the only elementary school in the district that has 
walls.” Wildwood needs a new boiler. Fort River needs a new roof. Both should be fixed by 
2019. Interior renovations would cost at least 72-million dollars, compared to the town's 34-
million dollar share of building a new school. On top of that, the state needs to approve this 
project. The soonest construction could start would be in 2022, but each school needs to be 
fixed one at a time. In the end, both schools would be done by 2026. Which means no current 
elementary student in the district will ever see those repairs. Morris said the district plans to 



reapply for funding again for 2019.  Morris told 22News, “I think the town is really going to 
have to wrestle with what it can afford, as well as what we need from an operational 
standpoint over the next couple of years.” A majority of yesterday's voters did vote to approve 
the new school project, but that majority wasn't large enough.   
 
 



The following is WWLP programming addressing Environment 
during the 1st quarter of 2017.  These issues were addressed 
through our locally produced news programming. 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
News    1/1/17    10pm            2:00 
 
Weather was a big story in 2016 and much of the story was about what weather was lacking. 
January 2016 will be remembered for its lack of snow! Only half an inch of snow fell in the 
lower Pioneer valley in typically our snowiest month, we even had record highs early in the 
month and January was fairly dry overall. February 2016 was more winter like, but we still 
had quite mild temperatures and not enough snow for typical February, but February 2016 
was actually our wettest month of the year. March continued the snow drought with only one 
inch of snow and temperatures even reached the 80s early in the month breaking more high 
temperature records. The most winter like weather we had, came in Spring! April 2016 had 4" 
of snow to start the month with some cold air, but milder than average air ended the month. 
The rest of spring and throughout the summer, the weather was about hotter than normal 
temperatures and the development of drought. The drought became extreme and many 
communities had to implement water restrictions.  We had less of our typical summertime 
thunderstorms and an 8 day heat wave in July. The drier than normal weather continued 
through fall and so did the warmth. We had record highs in the mid 80s on October 18th, 
2016. Yet just 9 days later we had an early snowfall to end October as close to 1" of snow fell 
in the lower Pioneer Valley. November 2016 was relatively quiet with very little snow in the 
Pioneer Valley, even though the Berkshires ended up with close to a foot on the 20th and 
21st of the month. December 2016 ended the year with slightly higher than normal snowfall. 
Looking ahead to 2017, we'll hope for improvements in the drought, although the outlook for 
the first 3 months of the year is for temperatures to stay milder than average overall. 
 
News    1/13/17   5pm            1:30 
 
This winter’s rain and snow has improved the state's drought conditions, but it's not enough 
to lift some local water bans. Northampton residents have had a mandatory water ban since 
July, and the DPW predicts it won't be lifted until spring. Northampton gets its water from the 
Ryan reservoir. Northampton DPW water superintendent Andrew Dunn said the reservoir 
is 13 feet lower than where it needs to be. The Massachusetts Water Works Association has 
recommended cities and towns lift their water bans so residents don't become desensitized to 
it. Northampton is keeping theirs in place all winter, urging residents to conserve even when 
the drought isn't obvious. The U-S Drought Monitor reported this week that 8% of the state is 
in an extreme drought, a big improvement over 2 weeks ago when it was nearly 45%. Even 
though it's winter, Northampton residents are still prohibited from washing their cars or 
watering their lawns. 
 
News    2/9/17    5:30pm     1:30 
 



The first major snow storm of 2017 has left anywhere from nine inches to more than a foot of 
snow in western Massachusetts. The best advice for drivers to stay safe: "there's no rush." It 
created problems for drivers up and down the pioneer valley, especially right here in 
Springfield. 22News noticed drivers taking it slow out here on the roads, and it's a good idea. 
Mass D-O-T is urging drivers to lower their speeds and don't crowd plow truck drivers. They 
said it's safer to stay well behind plows and avoid speeding up and trying to pass them.  
 
News    2/11/17   6pm      1:30 
 
The serious February snow has at least temporarily taken our minds off the lingering Western 
Massachusetts drought. In spite of so much snow, the U.S. drought monitor found large 
portions of Massachusetts and Connecticut still under what's described as severe drought, a 
condition that began last summer. The Springfield water and Sewer commission's Joyce 
Mulvaney told 22News, that a foot of snow translates only into one inch of water for the 
cobble mountain reservoir, the main source of Springfield's water supply. 
 
News    2/11/17   6pm      1:30 
 
Western Massachusetts has seen what some snow lovers would call their "ideal" winter. 
Western Massachusetts saw many small, scattered snow storms throughout this winter 
season.  It wasn't until Thursday where we actually saw a "real" New England snowstorm, 
getting in the double digits for most western Massachusetts towns.  Before Thursday 6 inches 
seemed like a lot of snow. For the month of December we were right on average for snowfall 
totals, in January we took a dip getting below average and then a week and a couple days 
into February and we are already above average for snowfall totals. It’s not unusual to see 
snowstorms back to back. All you need is an active weather pattern and cold air, both what 
New England has experienced over the past couple of days. After Thursday's snowstorm we 
saw a quick moving storm Saturday morning bringing at the most 3 inches. But now we're in 
for round 3, which has many people on edge and now preparing for the next storm. One man 
from out of state was visiting western Massachusetts and was shocked at how much snow 
there was. After a weak winter last year, western Massachusetts seems to be coming back to 
reality. 
 
News    2/17/17   5pm      1:30 
 
Last week and this past weekend western Massachusetts picked up quite a bit of snow. 
There is some good news the drought is slowly getting better. The snow we've been getting 
over the last couple of weeks has been piling up. And after a lack of snow last winter the 
snow we've been getting this winter is helping out with our ongoing drought. According to the 
U.S. drought monitor most of western Massachusetts is in the Severe Drought Category 
which is better than the Extreme Drought Category most of Hampden and Hampshire County 
had been in for quite a while. And currently there is actually part of western Massachusetts 
that is no longer experiencing drought conditions. Far northwestern Berkshire County is now 
in the Abnormally Dry category. Neil Metcalf said, “I think we're going to be okay. I think we're 
going to need a couple more snowstorms unfortunately or some major spring rains but it's 



looking better and hopefully we'll get out of the woods.” And as the snow melts more of that 
water will be going into the ground and into area lakes, rivers and reservoirs. 
 
News    2/23/17   5pm      1:30 
 
The state is now reviewing other possible locations for a colony of timber rattlesnakes, 
originally proposed for the Quabbin Reservoir. 22News spoke with Chairman Joseph Larson 
on the phone, who explained they're not considering putting the snakes on other sites. 
They're simply "reviewing" other locations. Current rattle snake habitats they're now reviewing 
are the Blue Hills, spots in southern Berkshire county, and - closest to us here - Mount Tom 
in Holyoke. The original proposal was to put these snakes on Mount Zion, a 13-hundred acre 
island in the middle of the Quabbin Reservoir. The idea has met with resistance from 
residents who live nearby. Larson said that forced the board to review other sites where 
these snakes could go.  Joseph Larson said, “We weren't expecting to have the reaction that 
we've had from the public. So, we're back to square one in providing the information that we 
probably should have in the beginning.” Experts say as few as 200 timber rattlesnakes live in 
the state. Larson is hoping the review will be done within the next 2 months. The next public 
meeting is in Belchertown on February 28th.   
 
News    2/25/17   11pm      1:30 
 
Something you expect to see in April happened tonight. Strong thunderstorms rumbled 
through western Massachusetts. Knocking out power to thousands of people in Berkshire, 
Franklin and Hampshire County. This storm has produced heavy down pours, thunder, and 
strong winds, which brought this tree down behind me. 22News spotted tree limbs scattered 
all across the road in parts of Deerfield, including on Old Main Street and the off ramp of I-91 
north at exit 24. This warm weather we've had these last few days, there's that transition 
zone between that, is when we get these showers and thunderstorms. Unusually warm 
weather is mixing with cold weather, is creating an abnormal weather pattern. Record warm 
temperature brought strong winds, heavy down pours and thunderstorms to the area. This is 
earlier today in Chicopee. You can see the clouds rolling in, as that storm made its way into 
the pioneer valley. Leaving some wondering, where's winter. Damion Bryce said, “Because 
normally we're cold in February. February is normally a cold month, where we get a lot of 
snow. That's why it's kinda not normal.” It's a storm that knocked out power to thousands of 
people across western Massachusetts. 22News went to Westfield, where we felt the warm 
weather and spotted heavy downpours in February. Normally in February we see snow at this 
time of the year, but Mother Nature has something else in mind. It was another warm day 
we've had in the last few days, we've had temperatures in the 60's and 70's. We tied the 
record on Thursday and we broke the record yesterday. Friday we made it up to 73 
degrees. Thousands of people all across western Massachusetts are without power, 
including right here in Deerfield, according to a tweet by the Deerfield police.   
 
News    2/26/17   6pm      1:30 
 
We continue our coverage of Saturday's thunderstorm that ripped through parts of 
western Massachusetts. A catastrophic storm ripped through Conway, leaving some without 



a place to call home. Hundreds of pine trees were destroyed on Main Poland Road. This is 
near the center of town, roofs were ripped off several homes, downed trees and power lines 
covered roadways. Six homes have been deemed unsafe by the building inspectors, forcing 
those families out of their homes. Crews are still working to restore power. According to 
acting town administrator, Eversource estimates 95% of power will be back on tonight by 10. 
 
News    2/27/17   5pm      2:30 
 
Monday morning in Conway all you could hear was the birds chirping as the sun came up. 
But Saturday night looked a lot different as an EF1 tornado tore through parts of town. 
Heather Vickery said, “It almost sounded like a train coming so the dog and I ran into the 
bathroom and huddled until it passed and the we came outside and saw the damage and the 
trees down and I felt very lucky to be alive." Residents were up Monday morning walking 
around surveying the damage, and beginning the cleanup. One of the areas hardest hit by 
this tornado is known as pumpkin hallow.  Now the town of less than 2,000 is coming 
together to rebuild. Town officials expect the cleanup to continue throughout the week. 
Power has been restored. Residents say they're just thankful everyone is alive. Before 
touching down in Conway, Saturday's tornado first hit a section of Goshen in Hampshire 
County. Emergency Management Director of Goshen, Larry Holmberg, told 22News 
MassDOT should be on Route 9 by tonight removing remaining tree limbs, but other issues 
can't be fixed immediately. Larry Holmberg said, “One of the biggest issues right now is, one 
of the roads that we detoured traffic through really shouldn't have been detoured because it's 
a gravel road and the highway superintendent said it's going to be a mess until May when it 
all hardens up for the summertime.” Holmberg also says all power was restored to the town 
at 5:00 Sunday evening. Route 9 reopened about 20 minutes later, after being closed for 21 
hours.   
 
News    2/28/17   5:30pm     1:30 
 
Goshen and Conway Residents are picking up the pieces after a tornado ripped through their 
towns last weekend. State Representative Stephen Kulik, who represents the towns of 
Conway and Goshen, told me he was blown away after seeing the damage caused by the 
weekend tornado. Conway and Goshen are recovering after a rare winter tornado ripped 
through the area Saturday night. 22News discovered there is no state funding set aside for 
natural disasters. The Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency told 22News, towns 
have to calculate all their expenses, and ask state lawmakers for money. Representative 
Kulik told 22News it can take months for towns to assess the damage and then secure state 
funding for repairs. State Rep. Stephen Kulik said, "Perhaps some of the costs associated 
with the cleanup and restoration of power and things that were municipal costs, and we'll see 
if it's possible for the state to give the town an assist on that." Winter tornadoes are rare in 
New England. There has never been a tornado in Massachusetts in the month of 
February, until last weekend. 
 
News    3/1/17    11pm      1:30 
 



The Granville Reservoir, Westfield's main drinking water supply, is still offline. After months of 
being well below normal, the Granville Reservoir water levels have returned to normal. Just a 
few months ago, the reservoir was about 13 feet below the spillway, forcing the DPW to take 
it offline. But after a major water main break back in November, officials were forced to 
temporarily bring it back online. Low water pressure forced Westfield State University to 
cancel classes and mandate students leave their residence halls early before Thanksgiving 
break. Francis Cain the Assistant Director of the DPW in Westfield said the reservoir was 
taken offline for 2 years. It was brought back on in Fall 2015 and taken off again the following 
year, after drought conditions moved across western Massachusetts. The city of Westfield 
issued water restrictions, which are still enforced. Francis Cain said, “We currently are under 
the same restrictions we went into the winter with. We're expecting we'll still have water 
restrictions going into the Spring and summer season and then determine how strict those 
restrictions should be given what kind of rain fall we have.” DPW officials will meet next week 
to determine whether and when to bring the reservoir back online.   
 
News    3/15/17   11pm      1:30 
 
Tuesday's March nor'easter brought a lot of snow, but it wasn't officially considered a blizzard 
here in western Massachusetts. According to Tracey Ress, Weather Station Manager at 
Westover Air Reserve Base in Chicopee, the snowfall total measured 21.7" for the Tuesday, 
March 14th, 2017 snow storm. This snowfall total makes this storm the second biggest snow 
storm since snowfall measurements were first recorded at Westover in 1945, which is where 
our lower Pioneer Valley climate records are kept. Snowfall measurements are taken more 
scientifically at Westover than how most people measure snow. They use a white wooden 
board known as a "snow board" placed away from buildings and trees so as to reduce error. 
They measure the snow on the snow board every 6 hours and then wipe the board clear after 
each measurement. At the end of the storm they add up each of their measurements to get 
the snowfall storm total. This is the best method recognized by the National Weather 
Service. According to our records combined with the records at Westover A.R.B.  
 
News    3/28/17   11pm      1:30 
 
It's been an unusual winter weather-wise, but it surprisingly hasn't hurt the western 
Massachusetts maple sugar industry. From 70s in February to a nor'easter two weeks ago, 
this winter has made it a challenge for maple sugarers. The ideal weather for maple sugar is 
warm days and cold nights. North Hadley Sugar Shack told 22News it’s been a different 
season than the traditional New England winter with a lot of fluctuating 
temperatures.  "Sugar-makers" at the North Hadley Sugar Shack also told 22News that 
because the weather is always changing, it keeps them on their toes throughout the 
season. Over-all, though, despite all the fluctuations, the product is pretty good. North Hadley 
Sugar Shack gave this maple sugar season an A-minus. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

The following is WWLP programming addressing Government 
during the 1st quarter of 2017.  These issues were addressed 
through our locally produced news programming. 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
News    1/02/17   11pm             2: 00 
 
The Springfield city council will start the New Year with a new leader. As of Monday morning 
the Springfield city council has a new president. Last month the city council unanimously 
elected ward 8 councilor Orlando Ramos to the job. Monday morning he was sworn in. 
Ramos takes over for Mike Fenton, who served three terms. The City Council voted last 
month to override Springfield Mayor Domenic Sarno, and eliminate the office of Police 
Commissioner, after several allegations of police misconduct. Councilor Justin Hurst was 
chosen as the city councils vice president, he has similar goals as councilor Ramos. Another 
issue that councilor Ramos is very passionate about is police body cameras. He wants police 
to be equipped with body cameras in hopes that that would prevent fewer police misconduct 
cases.   
 
News    1/02/17   12pm             1: 00 
 
As of Sunday, January 1st, there will be some new laws on the books here in Massachusetts. 
One new law aims to protect people who use companies like Uber and Lyft. Riding hailing 
companies will begin conducting extensive criminal background and sex offender checks on 
all their drivers. The law does not require drivers to go through a fingerprint check. The goal 
is to make sure the person taking you from Point A to Point B is not a criminal. The state's 
new public records law will also go into effect on Sunday. The law is supposed to make it 
easier and less expensive for people to access public information. State Representative 
Antonio Cabral told 22News the final law may be improved upon next year. State Rep. 
Antonio Cabral said, "There is still some work to be done around public records still. Will we 
be able to do some of that again next session - I'm not sure." The state House of 
Representatives plans to gavel in a formal session on Wednesday. 
 
News    1/03/17   5:30pm            1: 30 

State lawmakers begin a brand new legislative session tomorrow. Here are the issues to 
watch during the upcoming two-year legislative session. The statewide minimum wage went 
up by one-dollar¦ to $11-dollars an hour on Sunday but efforts are already underway to 
secure a $15-dollar hourly wage. State lawmakers are taking a closer look at criminal justice 
and sentencing reforms. The goal is to reduce prison populations, cut overall costs and lower 
rates of criminals going back to jail. The House and Senate could also update the state ethics 
laws. Palmer Republican state Representative Todd Smola told 22News the first order of 
business will be the state budget. State Rep. Todd Smola said, “Obviously the biggest thing 
we'll be taking up in very short order will be the budget - how we're going to spend money in 
the Commonwealth and figure out where we're going to send some resources. I think 
education will be a big priority for us." Governor Charlie Baker has until January 24th to file his 



budget proposal, the same day he's scheduled to deliver his State of the Commonwealth 
address. 
 
News    1/04/17   6pm             1: 30 

Incumbent and newly elected state lawmakers took the oath of office in Boston, marking the 

official start of a new legislative session. Incumbents managed to hold onto their seats for 

another two years. In Western Massachusetts, there were three open seats and those newly 

elected legislators told 22 News it was exciting to get sworn into office today. It's a ceremony 

rooted deep in history. The 200 members of the Massachusetts House and Senate were 

sworn into office on Wednesday marking the start of a new two-year session. Amherst state 

Representative Solomon Goldstein-Rose is one of three new legislators from Western 

Massachusetts. At 23-years old Goldstein-Rose is the youngest serving member in the 

Legislature. State Rep. Solomon Goldstein-Rose said, "It's amazing. People around here like 

to say we're the oldest, continuously operating legislative body in the world, so that goes with 

a lot of traditions and a lot of history." Incumbents cruised to victory in the November 

elections. In Western Massachusetts, Democrats won all three vacant seats. Springfield state 

Representative Bud Williams and Pittsfield state Senator Adam Hinds told 22News what they 

hope to accomplish during their first term in office. State Rep. Bud Williams said, "Criminal 

justice reform, pay equity - there are a lot of things in the mix." State Sen. Adam Hinds said, 

"I'll really be rolling up my sleeves on workforce development and supporting our working 

families." These new legislators will get to work next week when the House and Senate gavel 

in their formal sessions. State lawmakers will now wait for their committee assignments which 
will determine their focus for the next two years. 

News    1/04/17   6pm             1: 30 

Hampshire County also swore in its new sheriff today. Robert Garvey has been the sheriff of 
Hampshire County for 32 and a half years until Wednesday when Patrick Cahillane took the 
oath of office. Cahillane told 22News he has a clear vision for the future of the Hampshire 
county sheriff's department. On January 4th, Patrick Cahillanne went from being the assistant 
superintendent of the jail to Hampshire County Sheriff. More than 100 people attended 
Cahillane's swearing in ceremony Wednesday. Now retired Sheriff Robert Garvey told 
22News Cahillane is more than ready to take on the responsibilities that come with the 
job. Garvey said, "He certainly has served in every capacity within the facility, his knowledge 
of corrections and his experience of the facility is going to work very favorably for 
him." Cahillane will oversee the operation of the Hampshire County jail. Cahillane told 
22News one of his top priorities as sheriff is to strengthen the work being done at the 
Hampshire county house of corrections. He said, "Re-entry starts on day 1 and we want to 
continue that process, so building out the reentry into the program is probably one of the top 
priorities we will focus on." Cahillane's "re-entry program" refers to providing a path for 
inmates to re-enter society as productive law-abiding community members. Sheriffs serve 6-
year terms in Massachusetts.   
 
News    1/04/17   6pm             1: 30 



It was a historic day for the Hampden County Sheriff’s department. Nick Cocchi was officially 
sworn in, taking over after the retirement of longtime sheriff, Michael Ashe. For the first time 
in more than four decades, there's a new sheriff in town. Nick Cocchi was sworn in as 
Hampden County sheriff on Wednesday, a position that oversees two jails, an addiction 
center, and an after incarceration program.  Cocchi said, “My job now is to continue to 
provide the resources, and the materials so our staff can continue to be very progressive 
when it comes to correctional programming.” And he's no stranger to correctional 
programming. Cocchi has worked for the Sheriff's Department for the past 23-years, a career 
that was praised on stage during his swearing in ceremony. The ceremony also marked the 
end of an era for the Hampden County Sheriff's Department. Longtime Hampden County 
Sheriff Michael Ashe retired after 42-years, leaving behind a job and a legacy. Ashe's legacy 
will live on through his successor. Cocchi plans on continuing the sheriff's nationally 
recognized reentry program, which helps inmates transition back to life after 
incarceration. Cocchi said, “I'm going to continue to do all of that. It's stepping offenders 
down, getting them very familiar with going back into the community, and doing it in a very 
cautious, and calculated way.” As for Sheriff Ashe, he left the job the same way he went into 
it; by ringing the former York Street jail bell. Ashe said, “I feel honored to be sheriff, and the 
great faith and trust that people placed in me back in 1974, so it's been an honor.”   
 
News    1/05/17   6pm             1: 30 

Former Springfield Mayor Mary Hurley is taking on a new elected position. Governor's 
Councilor Mary Hurley told me there's a shortage of judges in western Massachusetts. She 
said the first order of business is filling those vacant seats on the bench. A former Springfield 
mayor and retired Judge is joining the Massachusetts Governor's Council. Mary Hurley took 
the oath of office Thursday afternoon. Her district covers all four western Massachusetts 
counties. As a Governor's Councilor, Hurley hopes to send someone from the region to the 
state's highest court. Mary Hurley said, "We need somebody from western Massachusetts on 
the Supreme Court and it is one of my highest priorities." The Governor's Council is an 
elected eight-member body. Their main responsibility is vetting the governor's judicial 
nominees. The Springfield Democrat said she's looking for respectable nominees who are 
knowledgeable in law, honest and trustworthy State Representative Carlos Gonzalez said 
Hurley comes with years of experience, both in and out of the courtroom. Hurley served as a 
district court judge following her time as mayor of Springfield. State Rep. Carlos Gonzalez 
said, “Mary Hurley brings about the important aspects of women to the table, and she's very 
knowledgeable and strong minded." Hurley fills the Governor's Council vacancy left by 
Longmeadow Democrat Michael Albano. Her first priority is filling dozens of vacancies in the 
western Massachusetts courts. The Governor's Council typically meets once a week at the 
State House to interview nominees for a judgeship. 
 
News    1/05/17   5:30pm            1: 30 
 
Amherst Democrat Stanley Rosenberg will continue to hold the top leadership post in the 
State Senate. It came as no surprise that Stanley Rosenberg of Amherst won re-election as 
Senate President. During his address Wednesday, Senate President Rosenberg hinted at 
some of his top priorities for the upcoming legislative session. He stressed the need to make 
the minimum wage a "livable wage." Although Rosenberg didn't mention a specific number 



efforts are underway to increase the minimum wage from $11-dollars to $15-dollars an hour. 
The Amherst Democrat also urged voters to pass the so-called "millionaire's tax" to generate 
revenues for education and transportation. Republican Westfield state Senator Don Humason 
told 22News that despite their different political views, Rosenberg is always willing to listen to 
all sides of an issue. State Sen. Don Humason said, "He's very inclusive, and very open to 
listening to us. He doesn't always agree with us, but we have to tell our story and do our best 
and he listens." Gloucester state Senator Bruce Tarr will continue to lead the Senate 
Republicans as Minority Leader. 
 
News    1/06/17   5:30pm    1: 30 
 
Governor Charlie Baker and state lawmakers want to attract more businesses to 
Massachusetts. The goal is to encourage businesses to expand or relocate to Massachusetts 
not just to Boston, but to all regions of the state. Governor Charlie Baker signed a new law 
Friday allowing the state to turn 44-acres of unused, state-owned land in Worcester into a 
bio-manufacturing facility. The San Francisco biologics company, "LakePharma," is interested 
in expanding to Worcester and the new law could help seal the deal. West Boylston state 
Representative James O'Day told 22News the move would bring dozens of jobs to his district 
even in the beginning stages with construction. Representative O'Day applauded the bill's 
passage and hopes it will encourage other businesses look outside of Boston. State Rep. 
James O'Day said, “There are businesses as you can see here when you come into Boston 
every day that are going on, but certainly west of the 495 belt we have lots of 
opportunities." Central and western Massachusetts offer more affordable housing compared 
to Boston, which is something that most employers are looking for. 
 
News    1/09/17   5:30pm    1: 30 
 
Governor Charlie Baker sat down with Democratic leaders for the first time since the start of 
the New Year. Governor Baker met with House Speaker Robert DeLeo and Senate President 
Stanley Rosenberg today to talk about policy issues. These weekly leadership meetings are 
private and cameras aren't allowed inside. Top state leaders did speak with reporters 
afterwards saying they're keeping a close eye on tax revenues in an effort to balance the 
budget. House Speaker Robert DeLeo said there is a possibility of restoring the governor's 
budget cuts depending on how those tax collections come in. Governor Baker was hesitant to 
reveal his top priorities for the session when 22News asked him about it this afternoon. 
Governor Charlie Baker said, "We were talking about mostly what I would describe as issues 
that we've been working on together over the course of the past year or so, and some on 
some of the new stuff. I'll let the new stuff play out over the course of the next several weeks, 
okay?" We could learn what some of that "new stuff" is when Governor Baker delivers his 
State of the State address later this month. 
 
News    1/10/17   5:30pm    1: 30 
 
Health care is expensive, and can be out of reach for many Massachusetts families. Health 
care is the most expensive item in the state budget costing taxpayers billions of dollars each 
year. A 23-member commission is trying to figure out why Massachusetts hospitals charge 



different prices for similar procedures and services. They're trying to determine whether a 
hospital's location plays a role in pricing and whether the state needs to develop regulations 
to control costs. Chair of the legislature's Healthcare Financing Committee West Springfield 
state Senator James Welch told 22News services at teaching hospitals tend to be more 
expensive. Senator Welch said it's important for consumers to know all of their health care 
options.  State Sen. James Welch said, "They have a tendency to think that the best place to 
go is always to Boston hospital and that's not always necessarily the case. We do have great 
institutions here in western Massachusetts." The panel has until March to come up with final 
recommendations and to draft legislation. 
 
News    1/10/17   5pm     1: 30 
 
Governor Charlie Baker announced more than five-and-a-half million dollars in grants to help 
police departments combat gang violence. The Shannon Grants encourage local leaders, 
police departments and community groups to work together to target gang violence. Four 
western Massachusetts communities and one university received "Shannon Grants." 
Chicopee, Holyoke, Pittsfield, Springfield and the University of Massachusetts Amherst will 
share a portion of the $5.7-million dollars. The program provides funds for cities and towns 
with high levels of youth violence and gang problems. The money will be spent on initiatives 
that connect young people with education and jobs. It'll also help police departments 
strengthen their gang task forces. Governor Charlie Baker said, “This is the sort of thing we 
need to do, we should do and matters and makes a difference and has a track record to 
prove it." The grant program was established in 2006 in memory of state Senator Charles 
Shannon who also served as a police officer. 
 
News    1/11/17   6pm     1: 30 
 
The clock could be ticking toward a new time zone in Massachusetts. We all know the feeling 
of losing an hour of sleep when the state shifts to Daylight Saving Time in March. State 
lawmakers are studying the impacts of remaining on Daylight Saving Time. A state 
commission is studying the economic and health impacts of Massachusetts remaining on 
Daylight Saving Time year-round. The proposal would save you the trouble of resetting your 
clocks in November giving you more sunlight at the end of the day. Tom Emswiler of Quincy 
inspired state lawmakers to look into the idea. Tom Emswiler said, "I'm originally from the 
D.C. area, and so when I moved up here in 2011 I was horrified my first winter when the sun 
set at 4:11PM. I thought to myself, there has to be a better way." Massachusetts residents 
stay on Daylight Saving Time for most of the year. The clocks turn back one hour between 
November and March bringing shorter days and longer nights. Critics say the move would 
create darker mornings when students are walking to school. Auburn state Representative 
Paul Frost questions how Massachusetts could shift time zones with no other New England 
states on board. State Rep. Paul Frost said, "From November to March, we're going to have 
a different time than everybody else around us and we're not a big state. We're not Texas; 
we're not Ohio. We're not a big state." Supporters say longer daylight hours could reduce the 
number of car accidents and save money on your energy bills. The commission has until the 
end of March to determine whether Massachusetts should change time zones. 
 



News    1/17/17   5:30pm    1: 30 
 
Governor Charlie Baker plans to introduce a proposal next week to cut spending on 
MassHealth, the state-mandated health insurance. The state's Medicaid program, 
MassHealth, is seeing record enrollment. Close to two-million people are relying on the state 
for health insurance and those costs add up. The state is looking for ways to control 
MassHealth spending, which is expected to grow by more than $1-billion dollars in the next 
fiscal year. Governor Baker's plan would require companies that don't offer employees health 
insurance to pay a $2,000-dollar annual fee for every full-time employee. The proposal is 
expected to bring in close to $300-million dollars for the state. Health Care Finance 
Committee Chairman, state Senator James Welch told 22News he's concerned about how 
the proposal will impact small businesses. State Sen. James Welch said, “Anytime you talk 
about increasing expenses onto businesses and asking them to pay more, it's certainly 
something you have to take very seriously.” Governor Baker plans to file this proposal within 
his state budget next week. 
 
News    1/19/17   5pm     1: 30 
 
Film industry workers are fighting to protect an incentive that helps the state win major TV 
and movie deals. People who work in movie and television production are urging state 
lawmakers to keep the film tax credit in place. The incentive is meant to attract production 
companies to use Massachusetts locations for television and movies. Industry workers argue 
the film tax credit creates hundreds of local jobs and business opportunities. Governor 
Charlie Baker tried to scale back the film tax credit last year, but the effort failed in the 
Legislature. Critics of the film tax credit argue that out-of-state interests reap most of the 
benefits, rather than the local production crew. Worthington state Representative Stephen 
Kulik supports the film tax credit, but feels the tax structure could be reviewed. State Rep. 
Stephen Kulik said, "The reason to do tax credits is that they generate more benefit than what 
they cost. So, if it's proven and documented that the film tax credit does that, like any other 
tax credit, than it should be continued." Governor Baker hasn't said whether he plans to do 
away with the film tax credit. 
  
News    1/25/17   5pm     1: 30 
 
Governor Charlie Baker today unveiled the state's first ever $40-billion-dollar budget 
proposal. Governor Baker's budget proposal will increase state spending by more than one-
and-a-half billion dollars. Governor Charlie Baker outlined his spending plan Wednesday in a 
room filled with reporters and State House staffers. His budget proposal calls for forty-and-a-
half billion dollars in spending in the fiscal year that begins July first. Governor Baker plans to 
increase state funding for local aid, public education and healthcare. The proposal also 
includes a plan to tax short-term vacation rentals, like Airbnb, at the same rate as hotel and 
motels. Baker said he also wants to help the unemployed find jobs by investing nearly $200-
million dollars on workforce development. Governor Charlie Baker said, "Our economy is 
strong, no doubt about that, and we have a 2.8% unemployment rate to prove it, but there's 
still too many people looking for work or better jobs." The governor's budget proposal 



includes no broad-based taxes but that could all change when the Massachusetts House 
releases their spending plan. 
 
News    1/26/17   6pm     1: 30 
 
State lawmakers are exploring ways to get the unemployed back to work. Massachusetts 
employers are having a tough time finding qualified people to fill open jobs. Governor Charlie 
Baker and state lawmakers are taking steps to help the unemployed, the disabled and 
veterans update their skills. Governor Baker's budget calls for a $200-million dollar 
investment for workforce training and programs that connect vocational schools with 
businesses. The statewide unemployment rate fell to 2.8-percent in December but many 
populations are still struggling to find jobs. Changes in technology are making it even harder 
for the unemployed, the disabled and vets to land well-paying careers. State lawmakers are 
exploring ways to boost workforce training programs to those who need it the most. State 
Rep. Aaron Vega said, "Especially around youth, people with disabilities, people recently 
incarcerated - they have much harder time getting jobs. If we don't have these training 
programs for them, they'll be continually unemployed or back in prison." Many of these open 
positions are in the advanced manufacturing industry. 
 
News    1/30/17   11pm     1: 30 
 
Northampton's refugee resettlement program is on hold because of President Trump's 
executive order. 51 Syrian & Iraqi refugees who had planned to resettle in Northampton are 
now stuck in Syria. President Trump's executive order bans Syrian refugees 
indefinitely. Refugees from Libya, Iran, Iraq, Somalia, Sudan and Yemen are on hold for 120 
days. Catholic Charities of Springfield committed to help bring those refugees to 
Northampton. Executive Director Kathryn Buckley-Brauner says eighteen refugees were 
expected between February and May. The program has been temporarily suspended for one 
hundred- twenty days. Catholic Charities plans to continue to prepare for the refugees' arrival, 
and to continue to educate the community on who these refugees are. Several people told 
22News they're afraid that the more time passes on that this ban is in effect, the more people 
will start fearing those who come from Muslim-dominated countries. Buckley-Brauner predicts 
that, once the four-month ban expires, it'll take at least another 30 days for the refugees to 
arrive to Northampton. There will be additional paperwork and repeated medical checks.   
 
News    1/31/17   5:30pm    1: 30 
 
Hundreds of people gathered at the State House for "Sexual Health Lobby Day" in hopes of 
expanding sexual health and reproductive services. There was a huge turnout for Tuesday's 
event to support sexual health organizations like Planned Parenthood. More than four-
hundred people visited the State House for "Sexual Health Lobby Day." Forty health 
organizations set up booths in the Great Hall showcasing their sexual and reproductive 
services. Non-profit groups, like Planned Parenthood, are advocating for several bills this 
year, including a comprehensive sex education bill for middle schools and high schools. 
Tapestry Health serves about 17-thousand Western Massachusetts residents each year. The 
organization hopes to expand access to screenings for sexually transmitted infections and 



affordable birth control for women. Cheryl Zoll, CEO, Tapestry Health said, "It's okay for them 
not to come to us, to not want to use birth control, but we believe in every woman's right to 
make her own decisions about her own body." A sex education bill passed the Senate last 
session, but died in the House. At least four lawmakers hope to try again this year. 
 
News    2/07/17   5:30pm    1: 30 
 
The Women's Bar Association is lobbying state lawmakers to expand access to free birth 
control for women. The Women's Bar Association told 22News that low-income women have 
a harder time accessing health care. They're calling on state lawmakers to expand access to 
birth control for all women, not just those who can afford it. State lawmakers are preparing 
contingency plans for what could happen if the federal government repeals the Affordable 
Care Act which paved the way for free birth control for women. The Women's Bar Association 
is urging state lawmakers to provide access to "no-copay" birth control by requiring insurers 
to cover all types of contraception approved by the F-D-A. The association's Deputy Director 
told 22 News low-income residents shouldn't have to struggle to access women's health care. 
Rachel Biscardi, Deputy Director, Women's Bar Association said, "It's really important that we 
mandate, that we say as a policy that this is important. That we provide equal access no 
matter what your income level is." The contraception bill is co-sponsored by South Hadley 
state Representative John Scibak. 
 
News    2/09/17   5:30pm    1: 30 
 
Tourism is the third largest industry in Massachusetts. Advocates told 22News that 
Massachusetts invests far less in tourism than neighboring states. Regional Tourism Councils 
are lobbying state lawmakers for $10-million-dollars in state funding so they can attract 
visitors to Massachusetts. Tourism plays a major role in our economy. Massachusetts 
residents hold more than 100-thousand jobs in the tourism industry. The Greater Springfield 
Convention and Visitors Bureau told 22News every dollar spent attracting visitors to the state 
generates even more tax revenues for communities. The Bureau's President Mary Kay 
Wydra explains why it's the perfect time for lawmakers to invest in Western Massachusetts. 
Mary Kay Wydra, Greater Springfield Convention & Visitors Bureau said, "We're going to 
welcome a new casino in 2018. We're going to have a new world class Seuss Museum 
coming on board this summer. We have to get the word out that these things are happening." 
The $10-million-dollars will be spent on television commercials and other advertisements 
promoting Massachusetts attractions. 
 
News    2/10/17   6pm     1: 30 
 
Firefighters put their lives on the line every day. And now we're finding out they risk their 
health as well.  More and more firefighters are being diagnosed with Parkinson's disease, an 
illness that could be linked to exposure to toxic smoke. One Western Massachusetts 
lawmaker filed a bill to help firefighters cover their medical expenses. Every time firefighters 
enter a burning building, they're exposed to toxic chemicals that could lead to illnesses that 
linger long after the fire is extinguished. Westfield State Representative John Velis told 
22News firefighters are being diagnosed with Parkinson's disease at an alarming rate. He's 



filed a bill to extend accidental disability benefits to firefighters with Parkinson's. State Rep. 
John Velis said, "Very similar to if a firefighter has a lung disease, cancer, something like that. 
It would create a presumption that they contracted this Parkinson's disease from exposure to 
fire from their job as a firefighter." The bill was inspired by Westfield firefighter Greg Heath, 
who was diagnosed with Parkinson's after 17-years on the job and he's not alone. The 
Massachusetts firefighters union cites studies that found firefighters are eight times more 
susceptible to Parkinson's than the general public. Union President Rich McKinnon voiced his 
support for the bill in a statement to 22News in which he said firefighters are exposed to 
chemicals that attack their nervous systems and are linked to ailments like Parkinson's. 
Nearly sixty state lawmakers have signed onto the Parkinson's bill. The bill needs approval 
from the House and Senate, and then the governor's signature to become law. 
 
 
News    2/15/17   5:30pm   1: 30 
 
State lawmakers aren't the only ones in line for a salary increase. This year's pay raise 
package also includes more money for judges. Despite Governor Baker's veto, state 
lawmakers overrode him and went ahead and approved hefty pay raises for themselves. The 
$18-million-dollar pay raise package includes roughly $12-million dollars for judges' salaries. 
Associate justices earn close to $160-thousand dollars a year, and now judges are in line for 
a $25-thousand dollar raise. It's still unclear whether there's enough money in the state 
budget to cover these salary increases. Governor's Councilor Mary Hurley told 22News that 
there's a shortage of judges in Western Massachusetts and bigger salaries could help attract 
more lawyers to apply for a judgeship. Councilor Mary Hurley said, “One of our clear 
obligations is to provide access justice for everybody, so in a sense sometimes you can't 
afford it, but it's worth it." The $18-million-dollar pay raise package is funded through taxpayer 
dollars. 
 
News    2/17/17   5pm    1: 30 
 
One Western Massachusetts lawmaker has serious privacy concerns about the new "All 
Electronic Tolling" system. The new All Electronic Tolling system allows the state Department 
of Transportation to collect data on drivers traveling along the Mass Pike; from credit card 
numbers and license plates, to location information. That information is restricted by 
MassDOT, but law enforcement can access that data in emergency situations, such as 
Amber Alerts. Longmeadow state Senator Eric Lesser believes more should be done to 
protect your privacy, which is why he filed a bill to require police to obtain a warrant before 
they can access data collected through your E-Z pass on the MassPike. The proposal has 
bipartisan support in the House and Senate, but not from Westfield state Representative 
John Velis. State Rep. John Velis said, "I just want law enforcement, in those rare instances 
of an Amber Alert, a child kidnapped, to not have to go to a court. You don't have that time. 
Kids can die in that time period. I want them to go right to that suspect." The bill is early in the 
process, and will likely change before it goes up for a vote. 
 
News    2/21/17   5:30pm   1: 30 
 



A special legislative commission is exploring the connection between behavioral health and 
the opiate crisis. Behavioral health issues can range anywhere from anxiety and eating 
disorders, to substance abuse and violence. A 24-member special commission will spend the 
next year studying how Massachusetts deals with behavioral health and its connection to 
substance abuse. Commission Co-chair, State Representative James Cantwell told 22 News 
that millions of taxpayer dollars are spent "down steam," when people suffering from 
behavioral health issues end up in jail or emergency rooms. The commission will explore 
ways to get people into treatment programs before they end up hurting themselves or 
others.  State Rep. James Cantwell said, "We clearly want to try to get people to not be using 
substances in the first place or abusing them and to get help if they do have a mental health 
capacity issue. To get help earlier before going to the hospital." The commission has one 
year to complete their research, with a goal of passing a behavioral health bill into law during 
this legislative session. 
 
News    2/24/17   5:30pm   1: 30 
 
State leaders are speaking out against Donald Trump's rollback of federal protections for 
transgender students. President Trump reversed federal guidelines that gave transgender 
students the right to use bathrooms that match their gender identity, rather than their 
biological sex. He's leaving it to individual states to develop their own transgender policies. 
Attorney General Maura Healey and legislative leaders stood with transgender families 
Thursday, vowing to protect Massachusetts students from discrimination, children like Jacob 
Lemay. Massachusetts schools won't be impacted. State lawmakers passed the transgender 
rights law last year to protect transgender individuals from discrimination in public places, 
including bathrooms. Not every state has such laws in place. Atty. General Maura Healey 
said, "This isn't about states' rights or presidential power. This is about the targeting of an 
already vulnerable population - our transgender students and young people across this 
country." Transgender rights law opponents have collected enough signatures to put a 
"Repeal" question on next year's state-wide ballot. 
 
News    2/27/17   6pm    1: 30 
 
Homelessness has increased in Massachusetts over the last 10 years. Emotions ran high at 
the State House today, as families told stories about sleeping in cars, bus stations and 
hospitals before they could qualify for emergency shelter. They're calling on state lawmakers 
for help. Elizabeth Crawford said, "It felt like nobody cared. It felt like nobody was listening to 
what I was saying." Tears at the State House. Dozens of advocates and state lawmakers 
listened as homeless families shared stories of desperation. Elizabeth Crawford told 22 News 
her family slept beneath a bridge before they could qualify for emergency shelter. Elizabeth 
Crawford said, "You have to show documents that you're living in the streets to be able to get 
housing for your kids, but the minute you show them that document the government comes in 
and swoops your kid away." The Emergency Assistance program provides shelter for families 
only after they've slept in a place not meant for human habitation. The Massachusetts 
Coalition for the Homeless said many families are forced to sleep in cars, bus stations and 
hospitals in order to meet those requirements. The advocacy group is calling for change. 
Kelly Turley, Mass. Coalition for the Homeless said, “Even though nationally there have been 



some progress in addressing homelessness; there have been investments here in 
Massachusetts. We know that we need more political will and deeper investments to finish 
the job." The coalition is urging state lawmakers to pass a law to allow families at risk of 
staying in an unsafe place to qualify for emergency shelter. It would cost taxpayers roughly 
$300-thousand dollars per year. More than 600 homeless families were forced to sleep in 
unsafe places between June 2015 and June 2016, according to state data. 
 
News    2/27/17   5:30pm   1: 30 
 
Congressional Republicans and the Trump administration are gearing up to dismantle 
ObamaCare. Seniors living on a fixed income said they won't have enough money to cover 
their medical services if ObamaCare's taken away. And they believe the state isn't doing 
enough to help. Hundreds of elder advocates converged on the State House Monday, calling 
on the lawmakers to improve healthcare for seniors. Currently, a senior in Massachusetts 
must have less than 2-thousand dollars in assets to qualify for MassHealth; that's less than 
half the federal Medicaid asset limit. Without jobs, some seniors that don't qualify have to go 
without prescriptions or doctors' appointments. One advocate supports a bill to raise the 
MassHealth asset limit to roughly $7,000 Kathleen Paul, Massachusetts Senior Action 
Council said, "We're not asking to live in the Taj Mahal, but we're asking just to have a roof 
over our head, food on the table and medical treatment." More than 50 state legislators 
signed onto the bill, including Springfield representatives Bud Williams and Carlos Gonzalez. 
 
News    3/1/17    5:30pm   1: 30 
 
More than three-quarters of the country's higher education students attend public colleges 
and universities. College students told 22News the state could be investing more money in 
higher education. As students continue classes, many continue to rack up debt. Hundreds of 
college students and education advocates from across Massachusetts flocked to the State 
House Wednesday, urging state lawmakers to invest more in public higher education. The 
state has cut $200-million dollars in funding for public higher education over the last sixteen 
years. Education advocates are calling on state lawmakers to support the "Finish Line Grant," 
part of a bill that would provide one year of free tuition for students after their first year if their 
family income falls below $125-thousand-dollars. One Holyoke Community College student 
said that grants like this could help lift students out of poverty. Chloe Soto said, "Through my 
education, I figured out, I want to help my people, I want to help women of color, I want to 
help children in urban areas to elevate themselves and I want to do that by example." More 
than 100 state lawmakers have voiced support for the Finish Line Grant. 
 
News    3/3/17    6pm    1: 30 
 
More Rattlesnakes could be coming to a popular Western Massachusetts hiking spot. A 
working group is considering Mount Tom as a possible location to breed venomous 
rattlesnakes. Western Massachusetts lawmakers told 22News they're frustrated that they first 
heard about the plan on the news, rather than from the Baker administration. Poisonous 
reptiles could be placed on a popular Holyoke hiking spot. After strong pushback from 
residents in the Quabbin, a working group is now considering Mount Tom as a possible 



location to breed the timber rattlesnake. The mountain is already home to as many as 24 
timber rattlers. State Sen. Eric Lesser said, "You know, frankly I think they sometimes want to 
throw things in Western Mass because it's far away from where a lot of the decision makers 
live, so that's something that we always have to be careful about." Top environmental officials 
apologized for the poor rollout of the rattlesnake plan last year, after residents and 
lawmakers criticized the state for their lack of transparency. Holyoke state Representative 
Aaron Vega told 22News he first learned that Mount Tom was being considered as a 
rattlesnake site from the news, rather than from the Baker administration. State Rep. Aaron 
Vega said, "I don't like finding out things via the news when things happen in my district. (Is 
that how you found out about this?) I absolutely found about this proposal via the 
news." Wildlife experts say there could be as few as 200 timber rattlesnakes left in 
Massachusetts. The Rattlesnake Review Group is also looking at locations in southern 
Berkshire County and the Blue Hills south of Boston. 
 
News    3/3/17    5pm    1: 30 
 
A Westfield state senator is fighting back against Attorney General Maura Healey's 
crackdown on "copycat" assault rifles. Attorney General Maura Healey banned gun shops 
from selling what she described as "copycat" assault weapons last summer, sparking outrage 
from gun owners. That didn't sit well with Westfield Republican state Senator Don Humason. 
Senator Humason filed a bill to overturn AG Healey's ban on "copy" or "duplicate" versions of 
banned assault weapons. Gun rights activists argue that Healey's policy violates their right to 
bear arms. Healey's enforcement efforts came after several mass shootings last year, 
including the Orlando Nightclub Massacre in which 49 people were murdered. Humason's 
proposal would also strip the AG's authority to regulate gun sales in Massachusetts. State 
Rep. Aaron Vega said, "At this point, I'm not looking or support the ability to take away her 
powers. I have no desire to look at that at this point in the game, but I have a little bit of 
concern about the process that was gone through." Senator Humason's bill will likely face 
opposition in the House. House Speaker Robert DeLeo is a strong gun control supporter. 
 
News    3/7/17    11pm    1: 30 
 
President Donald Trump vowed to establish paid family leave in his first address to Congress 
last week. The majority of state lawmakers believe that paid family leave is long overdue. 
They want to take President Trump's proposal even further in Massachusetts. The state 
Legislature is considering a proposal to create a paid family and medical leave program. 
Massachusetts law currently gives parents eight weeks of leave after the birth or adoption of 
a child. It's up to employers to decide whether or not to pay their employees during the time 
off. Ashland state Senator Karen Spilka has filed a bill to provide workers up to $1-thousand-
dollars in weekly benefits paid for by both the employer and employees. Both new parents 
and injured workers would qualify for the program. State Senator Karen Spilka said, "We 
need to support families in general to give that support. And children need their fathers as 
much as they need their mothers so I think we need to expand it a bit." The bill passed the 
Senate last session, but died in the House. 
 
News    3/7/17    5pm    1: 30 



 
Massachusetts continues to battle a deadly opioid crisis. House Speaker Robert DeLeo 
wants to use tax revenues from recreational marijuana sales to help fight the fastest killer of 
young adults: opioids. The billion-dollar marijuana industry is coming to Massachusetts after 
voters legalized recreational pot for adults back in November. Speaker DeLeo wants to use 
taxes from recreational marijuana sales to pay for a "Substance Addiction Fund" to help the 
state combat the heroin and prescription drug crisis. It could take a while for that money to 
roll in. Legal pot sales won't begin until at least summer of 2018, and critics of the ballot law 
argue the tax structure is too low, at 10-percent. Some state lawmakers support raising the 
tax on the sale of pot. State Representative Louis Kafka said, "We should at least consider 
treating marijuana like alcohol is treated, cigarettes are treated and that would increase the 
level of taxation." The state's Committee on Marijuana Policy is taking a second look at the 
pot law, including tighter policies and a higher tax rate. 
 
News    3/20/17   6pm    1: 30 
 
The state's Committee on Marijuana Policy held their first public hearing today. The state's 
committee on marijuana policy is considering changes to the recreational marijuana law. One 
of the top proposals is to increase taxes on pot sales. Lawmakers must attempt a balancing 
act as they work to provide revenue to the state and keep people from purchasing in other 
states. Treasurer Deborah Goldberg said, "Although there may be some revenue in fiscal 
year 18, mostly from application fees, we do not anticipate any significant revenue until fiscal 
year 19, which is when retail sales are slated to begin." The current tax on marijuana is a 
3.75 excise tax on top of state sales tax. Other state have a higher excise tax on marijuana 
such as Colorado at 29 percent and Washington at 37 percent. Pot supporters warn that if 
taxes are too high, marijuana users may return to the black market. Lucas Thayer said, "The 
buyers have a choice right now. They can get cannabis anywhere. You can walk out to the 
park right now and buy an ounce of cannabis for $200 so why would you go to the store and 
pay an extra tax." Some lawmakers hope to use revenues from the pot tax to help combat the 
state's opioid crisis. State Rep. John Velis said, "We have a substance abuse crisis going on 
right now where 4 people are dying every single day. And we just need to be very careful that 
whatever we implement takes that into consideration." Westfield Representative John Velis 
and Longmeadow Representative Brian Ashe have filed a bill that would use the revenues to 
fund treatment programs for substance abusers. 
 
News    3/22/17   12pm    1: 30 
 
There are more than 18-thousand Massachusetts families have a member with a 
developmental disability. Some families in Massachusetts struggle to decide whether they 
should quit their jobs to care for their disabled children.  Families of children with 
developmental and intellectual issues, like Autism and Down syndrome, rely on the 
government to pay for caregiving and support programs. Once these kids turn 22, they 
transition from school-provided services to adult services from the government. Without 
sufficient funds for support programs, like employment services and transportation, parents 
told 22News they may have to quit their jobs to care for their children. They are asking 
lawmakers to support Governor Charlie Baker's $24 million dollar budget proposal to fund 



these support programs. Maura Sullivan said, "It's very hard to make that transition into the 
adult world and they need lots of supports and lots of opportunities around employments but 
their abilities are there with those supports." If the proposal is passed, families are asking the 
state to fund programs, like Turning 22, beyond this fiscal year. 
 
News    3/24/17   5:30pm   1: 30 
 
Massachusetts is one of the states leading the nation's technology industry. Top state leaders 
say that bringing more technology jobs to your community starts with providing quality 
education for young students. The Baker-Polito administration is working with education and 
technology leaders to close the workforce skills gap in areas of science, technology, 
engineering and math. The state launched a study of Massachusetts regions to identify cities 
that need to improve their STEM programs. Schools across Western Massachusetts, like 
Chicopee Comprehensive High School, recently received more than $1 million dollars in 
grants to improve their STEM programs. Schools can use the money to pay for new labs and 
equipment like 3-D printers and microscopes. Lt. Governor Karyn Polito said the state needs 
to expose students to STEM subjects as early as elementary school. Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito 
said, "What we're seeing is that applied learning, that hands on kind of learning is really 
important because it's sparking an interest." The state plans to bring STEM workforce training 
to urban communities, including Springfield. 
 
News    3/27/17   6pm    1: 30 
 
Hundreds of disabled residents and their advocates lobbied state lawmakers in Boston 
today. Disabled residents told 22News that they struggle to find transportation on a daily 
basis, especially those in wheelchairs. More than 200 disabled residents and advocates 
made their way to the state house, some on wheelchairs, to bring awareness to the issues 
they face, like employment and transportation challenges. They're calling on the state to 
budget 24 million dollars to fund transportation for young adults with mental and 
developmental disabilities in fiscal year 2018. Patty Quatieri, Massachusetts Advocates 
Standing Strong said, "They can't get around, meet their friends or their family, go to work. 
That's not right." Many rely on government supported programs, like "the Ride," a 
Massachusetts Day Transportation Authority door-to-door transportation service for mentally 
or physically disabled residents. The Baker administration recently proposed a reduction in 
service for "the Ride" to help save 7 million dollars. If service is reduced, the state may modify 
ride-for-hire programs with companies like Uber and Lyft. The state has improved 
accessibility to transportation in recent years, but advocates say it fails to reach many people 
with disabilities, like those in Western Massachusetts. Daniel Shannon, Executive Director, 
Massachusetts Developmental Disabilities Council said, "It's still not widespread enough. 
People in the suburbs, people in western mass, have difficulty getting to places and the state 
really needs to come up with ways to address that." Governor Baker included 23 million 
dollars for transportation for disabled residents in his budget for next fiscal year but the 
budget still has a long way to go before it can be finalized and funds can be distributed. 
 
News    3/28/17   5:30pm   1: 30 
 



Taking care of the families of the people who protect us. Under a new law, Families of police 
officers and fire fighters killed in the line of duty will now receive $300,000 dollars from the 
state. Governor Charlie Baker on Tuesday signed a new law that doubles the "line of duty" 
death benefit from $150,000 dollars to 300-thousand. This is just one item in the state's mid-
year spending bill. State lawmakers hope that increasing the benefit will help families to pay 
bills and financially recover from losing a primary breadwinner. Passage of the law comes 
less than two weeks after the death of Watertown firefighter Joseph Toscano, who was died 
while battling a two-alarm fire. He left behind a wife and five children. One firefighter told 
22News the law helps ensure that first responders families are neither forgotten nor 
neglected. Richard MacKinnon, President, Professional Fire Fighters of Massachusetts said, 
"These firefighters, they gave their life for the state, for these cities and towns. It's the right 
thing to do. It's the only thing to do." Firefighter Toscano's family will be the first to receive this 
new benefit. 
 
News    3/28/17   6pm    1: 30 
 
The state is considering making online gambling legal. State lottery sales have been on the 
decline in recent months, but making online gambling legal could help them reach a new 
market. Massachusetts lottery sales were down nearly $6 million dollars last month. In the 
digital age, some Massachusetts residents would rather use smart phones or computers to 
play games than go to brick and mortar casinos. Mark Hichar, Partner, Hinckley Allen said, 
"All state lotteries are looking to find products that appeal to younger players." Lawmakers 
are considering legalizing online casino-style gaming, like black jack and poker. At the same 
time, Treasurer Deborah Goldberg filed a bill that that would authorize the Massachusetts 
State Lottery to offer games online and on smartphones apps. Gaming experts say that the 
online companies could partner with retail locations to help boost sales. Critics are concerned 
with the state's ability to verify that online players are 18 or older and located in 
Massachusetts, but online gaming experts say there's more player protection online. Kevin 
Mullally, Vice President of Government Relations, Gaming laboratories International said, 
“The know your customer and anti-money laundering features of online gaming are much 
more robust then in a casino environment where you can play anonymously or when you're 
buying a lottery ticket and they don't necessarily know who you are." The younger audience 
could instead be pulled in by betting on competitive video gaming, another proposal 
lawmakers in the state's special commission on online gaming and daily fantasy sports are 
considering. The commission has until July 31 to make recommendations for legislation on 
online gaming to the state. 
 
News    3/31/17   6pm    1: 30 
 
The state's involved in a war on poverty, but some people think it's under -funded. Low-
income families told 22News that, under the current welfare system, they struggle to provide 
their children's basic needs, like clothing and food. They're calling on state lawmakers to 
support a bill to repeal the family cap rule that denies benefits to children born into families on 
welfare. A mother and one child currently receive $478 dollars per month. Lifting the cap 
would give families with another child $100 dollars more per month, money they said can 
help provide their children with basic needs. State Senator Sal DiDomenico, Vice Chair, 



Committee on Ways and Means said, "One hundred dollar additional per month is the 
difference sometimes of feeding your children that day, buying diapers. You cannot break the 
cycle of poverty if you don't get a little help when you need it." The state's budget committee 
is working to allocate funding for next fiscal year. Some state lawmakers would rather put 
more money toward job training programs than keeping families on the welfare system. State 
Rep. Timothy Whelan said, "I just don't want to see these benefits become a trap that people 
rely on. I believe very strongly in a hand up not a hand out." Critics argue that some welfare 
families abuse the system.  But one mother told 22News she's forced to split benefits 
between two children. Jessica F. told 22News, "People are not here to stay on the system. 
It's a stepping stone. I worked 15 years before I actually needed help and I paid 15 years’ 
worth of taxes. When I need that help, that's what I should have." Governor Charlie Baker 
budgeted more than 148 million dollars in aid to families with dependent children, but the 
budget still has a long way to go before it is finalized. 
 



 
 

The following is WWLP programming addressing Health-
Smoking during the 1st quarter of 2017.  These issues were 
addressed through our locally produced news programming. 
 
 
News    1/03/17   6pm    1: 30 
 
New state research reveals the state's lack of success treating opiate addicts. A special 
commission studied the state's treatment centers, and found more than half of addicted 
adults don't complete their treatment. A State Department of Health report found 61% of adult 
opiate addicts who receive treatment in Massachusetts, leave before they finish. One in 8 
adults is readmitted after a month of being discharged. As of September 30th, the state's 
Department of Public Health confirmed over 1,000 opiate-related overdose deaths. And the 
failure rate is still high, even among patients who complete treatment. Each person is 
difference and one person might need to go through treatment only once in order to be fully 
recovered, while another person might need to experience treatment multiple times 
throughout his or her life. The challenge of getting an addict to return to treatment depends 
on previous experiences. The state's Health and Human Services Department has made two 
suggestions to stop this large failure rate. First: increase the low number of recovery 
specialists. Second: create trauma teams within emergency rooms, specially trained to 
respond to overdoses. They also stress continuous retraining when necessary.  
  
News    1/03/17   11pm    1: 30 
 
Western Massachusetts doctors and hospitals are seeing flu infections and the flu can be 
more dangerous than we might think. The flu season typically peaks between January and 
February. Dr. Ira Helfand told 22News the flu is so common, we often forget it can be 
dangerous. He said, “The flu is a serious illness and it affects a lot of people. Most people 
they just feel horrible like they wish they could die for a week. Some people actually get really 
sick and do die from the flu.” The flu can lead to pneumonia, and aggravate existing chronic 
illnesses, like congestive heart failure. That's why doctors say it's so important to protect 
yourself. The flu shots effectiveness varies year-to-year. Last year the CDC reported it was 
about 47% effective. The year before that was just 19%. Experts say many of the flu strains 
seen so far are included in this season's vaccine, which would indicate it's more effective. Dr. 
Helfand said the first piece of advice if you have the flu, is stay home.  
 
News    1/05/17   5pm    1: 30 
 
The Northampton police department is stepping up efforts to fight the heroin epidemic. 
Overdoses almost tripled from 2015. In 2016 the Northampton police department responded 
to 51 overdose calls, 44 of which involved heroin overdoses, up from 15 heroin overdoses in 
2015. Out of the 44 heroin overdoses, six individuals lost their lives, now the police 
department is taking steps fight this epidemic. As part of the DART program a designated 



officer will check back in with a person who has overdosed a few days after the incident and 
try and find them help. The department urges anyone who is or knows someone struggling 
with addiction, to reach out to contact a DART officer to learn more about what's available. 
 
News    1/18/17   5:30pm   1: 30 
 
The Alzheimer's association of Western Massachusetts is planning a series of educational 
programs designed to help caregivers and family members detect possible signs of 
Alzheimer's in loved ones. The Western Massachusetts chapter receives dozens of inquiries 
every week. Marcia McKenzie, administrator at the Springfield Alzheimer’s office told 
22News, what she tells family members to be looking for. She said, “Not being able to 
backtrack to find lost keys. If you found those keys the person wouldn't recognize the keys 
are meant to open a car door.” The Alzheimer's association estimates 120,000 
Massachusetts residents are afflicted with varying degrees of this memory loss. 
 
News    1/18/17   5pm    1: 30 
 
It's welcome news for anyone who needs an Epi-pen. CVS is now offering a generic 
epinephrine auto injector that will cost patients 80% less than an Epipen. Epipens are 
lifesaving medical devices used when people are having an allergic reaction. Mylan 
Corporation over time increased the prices of Epipens from 100 dollars to 600 dollars for a 
two-pack. But now, there's a cheaper generic epinephrine injector on the market. This generic 
epinephrine auto injector will be available at all CVS Pharmacy locations at the lowest cash 
price on the market. It'll cost patients a little over 100 dollars for 2 injectors. It is FDA 
approved and contains the same active ingredient as an Epipen. Having a cheaper and 
equally effective option will be a welcome change. Nearly 150-thousand people had signed a 
petition asking for lower cost options, and millions were active on social media searching for 
a solution.   
  
News    1/25/17   5pm    1: 30 
 
A new report from the American Lung Association shows Massachusetts has life-saving 
smoking policies. But it also cites areas for improvement. Tobacco is the leading cause of 
death in the country. 16% of adults and nearly 30% of high schoolers use tobacco. 
Massachusetts has some of the strongest laws on smoking at work and taxes cigarettes at a 
high rate. Both grades were an "A." But those tobacco taxes are not being re-invested in 
prevention programs, giving the state an "F." The report says Massachusetts should push 
harder to raise the legal age to buy tobacco products from 18 to 21. 140 cities and towns 
have already done this -- but there is no state law. The American Lung Association says 95 
percent of adult smokers try their first cigarette before the age of 21. The report gave the 
federal government an "F" for not requiring graphic warning labels and not ending the sale of 
menthol cigarettes. 
 
News    2/16/17   11pm    1: 30 
 



HAP Housing is working to help asthma sufferers in Springfield! The organization hosted an 
event to educate people of all ages how they can "weed out asthma triggers" in their 
homes. A nurse on site provided instruction on proper application of asthma medications.   
According to the Pioneer Valley Asthma Coalition, 20-percent of children and 18-percent of 
adults in Springfield have asthma. 
 
News    2/16/17   6pm    1: 30 
 
One student at Hadley Elementary school has tested positive for pertussis, also known as 
whooping cough. Whooping cough disease spreads by contacting an infected person, by 
putting your hands in your mouth or sharing food. Symptoms typically appear 7-10 days after 
exposure, where you'll have a cold for 2 weeks, followed by uncontrollable coughing 
spells. Parents were sent notices encouraging their children to get tested.  Hadley 
superintendent Anne MacKenzie says a majority of students are vaccinated, but state law 
allows for medical and religious exemptions. The school is working with the state's health 
department to make sure no one has been exposed.  
 
News    2/21/17   5:30pm   1: 30 
 
A new life saving option is now available to heart failure patients right here in western 
Massachusetts. Ernie Scruse told 22News, "All those things that people take for granted in 
life, you know, they mean a lot." Ernie Scruse was told he had a 50-50 chance of living 
another 6 months to a year. He had heart failure for 8 years. Scruse's heart beat for the 
moments spent with his sons and father, he wasn't going to let those slip away. So instead of 
waiting on a long list for a heart transplant, he chose VAD: Ventricular Assist Device. This 
certainly gives a new appreciation for what our human hearts can do. This part of the device 
connects into the heart. The blood is then spun at 9,000 RPMs and leaves this tube inside 
the body to connect to the aortic arch. Scruse showed us his lifeline; a tube connecting the 
device to a battery pack. Scruse is the first patient to get the device here in western 
Massachusetts. About 5 candidates could soon get one. And they no longer have to travel to 
Boston for the surgery.  
 
News    2/24/17   11pm    1: 30 
 
If you or someone you know is battling cancer, listen up. Tonight, we have information on a 
new program to make sure you don't go through it alone. Dr. Jay Burton said, “When you're a 
cancer survivor there are many times when you're surrounded by people but you feel alone.” 
That's why Dr. Jay Burton, a cancer survivor himself, created "Survivor Journeys." It's a 
nonprofit that offers cancer-specific support groups, and soon, a mentorship program. Dr. Jay 
Burton said, “You feel that there's someone who can pick you up who's been there where 
you've been and can help you through it.” This one-on-one program aims to provide those 
battling cancer with a way to get the emotional and social support they can't get inside the 
hospital room. It also helps cancer survivors give back. Dr. Jay Burton said, “The person who 
does the mentoring gets a whole lot of out this as well as the person who's being mentored.” 
Mentorships also provide an option for someone who might not feel comfortable in a support 



group setting. Dr. Burton's launching his mentoring program March 25th with a free breakfast 
at Baystate Medical Center. 
 
News    3/20/17   5pm    1: 30 
 
For years, the focus of the opioid epidemic was treating adult addicts. But a child is poisoned 
by opioids every 45 minutes. According to a new study published in Pediatrics journal, poison 
control centers got more than 190,000 calls for children exposed to opioids from 2000 to 
2015. Babies through five year olds ingested the pills because they were left within reach. 
Most older children affected were accidentally prescribed too many painkillers. Pediatrician 
Dr. John O'Reilly told 22News doctors now have to ask parents if there are opioids in the 
home. Dr.John O’Reilly said, "We're really preventing that. The other thing that we're doing is 
sort of saying, 'Let's try the alternatives. Let's do some Tylenol and some Naprosyn, and 
different modalities to decrease the pain so we don't have to reach that level." He said 
children prescribed opioids are at a greater risk of addiction. Unlike babies and children, the 
study found teenagers were taking the opioids on purpose. While some were experimenting 
with the drugs, there was a 50 percent increase in the number of teenagers using opioids to 
attempt suicide. Dr. O'Reilly said painkillers should be locked in a hard-to-reach cabinet. But 
one man told 22News if patients received fewer pills, there wouldn't be any leftovers in the 
home. Richard Morrisey said, "You don't need a 30 day and the patient should be able to say, 
'Give me one or two days, I don't want seven. I don't want ten days.'" Researchers say as the 
opioid epidemic worsens, this data is proof it's having a trickle-down effect on younger 
generations. 
 
News    3/23/17   5am    1: 30 
 
Local leaders in western Massachusetts continue to fight the opioid epidemic. Local leaders 
continued their fight against the opioid epidemic Wednesday with an Addiction & Recovery 
discussion at Westfield State University. Baystate Medical Center partnered with the 
university to hold this event. Opioid abuse and addiction is increasing across the entire 
country. The 2016 Surgeon General's Report on Alcohol, Drugs, and Health estimated 20.8 
million people in the US live with a substance abuse disorder.  According to the 
Massachusetts Department of Public Health, the number of annual opioid-related deaths in 
the Commonwealth has quadrupled from 355 in 2000 to more than 1,400 in 2016. There 
were several organizations from all over western Massachusetts who came to this event. 
They're the ones who work with people who suffer from opioid addiction on a daily basis The 
event ended with demonstration on how to use Narcan, the overdose reversal drug. 
 
News    3/29/17   5:30pm   1: 30 
 
New public health rankings are disappointing for Hampden County. Hampden County came 
in last. 14th out of 14 Counties. Berkshire was 12, Franklin was 10 and Hampshire County 
was 5th. Despite having access to award winning hospitals, Hampden County ranks poorly in 
several key health categories including premature death, teen births, children in poverty, 
violent crime, smoking, obesity and sexually transmitted diseases. 22News asked Springfield 
Public Health Commissioner Helen Caulton-Harris what work needs to be done. Helen 



Caulton-Harris said, “In many places in Hampden County, we are dealing with a high poverty 
rate. One of the other things we know is access to fresh, affordable foods is expensive and 
certainly our obesity rate is one of the things that really does concern us.” Robert Wood 
Johnson Foundation study looks into several broad health categories, including quality of 
healthcare, economic factors, and the physical environment. 
 
 



The following is WWLP programming addressing Jobs during 
the 1st quarter of 2017.  These issues were addressed through 
our locally produced news programming. 
 
News    1/05/17   5pm             1: 00 
 
According to a report from the state, nearly 250 Western Massachusetts manufacturing 
companies have job openings for more than 1600 workers. The Hampden County Regional 
Employment Board has been converted into a Springfield training school called "Tech 
Foundry" to help fill those jobs. Tech Foundry's Jonathan Edwards told 22News, his training 
school prepares young people for manufacturing jobs just waiting to be filled. He said, “Tech 
foundry is an IT work force training shop. We take a student, we train him for 14 weeks, we 
prepare them for an entry level job utilizing IT skills in any number of different industries 
across Western Massachusetts.”  
 
News    1/11/17   11pm           1: 00 
 
Economists are predicting 47% of jobs across the world are going to be taken by artificial 
intelligence.  So far, most of the loss has been in manufacturing jobs, but others are at risk. 
Economists predict computers will be able to make both financial and medical decisions, for 
less money. Also, the chance for fraud or misdiagnosis would decline. But economists do 
recognize that there are jobs that robots just can't do, that require human contact and 
emotion. 
 
News    1/11/17   5pm           1: 30 
 
Massachusetts has hit its lowest unemployment rate since the turn of the millennium. From 
July to December of last year, the state's unemployment rate has continued to steadily 
decline. In December alone, the Massachusetts economy added 6600 jobs as we headed 
into the New Year. The state Department of Labor and Workforce Development said more 
jobs were added in key sectors over the last 6 months. It includes positions in education and 
health services, scientific and businesses services, as well as construction. The growth in 
these job markets has been steadily boosting our workforce, under Governor Baker's 
administration. Since Governor Baker took office 2 years ago, the state's unemployment rate 
dropped from 5.5% to 2.8%. The state jobless rate has also stayed lower than the national 
unemployment rate since April 2008. There's room for even more optimism if President 
Trump makes good on his promise to create 25 million new jobs for the country over the next 
decade.   
 
News    1/25/17   5:30pm           1: 30 
 
Local manufacturing businesses are facing a skills gap. Advanced manufacturing jobs are 
going unfilled because applicants don't have the training to qualify. Bud Delphin, with the job 
training agency CareerPoint in Holyoke, told 22News, applicants need a certain skill set in 



order to get certain jobs in our area. To address the skills gap, a series of training programs 
starts in early February at CareerPoint and Springfield Technical community college. 
 
News    1/30/17   11pm           1: 00 
 
One local company is working to help you find your next job! FutureWorks Career Center 
held a "Putting America Back To Work" event at the Basketball Hall of Fame in Springfield 
tonight with more than 30 businesses participating. The goal was to introduce people to 
potential employers and offer strategies to make their meeting successful. One job-seeker 
told 22News the job expo gave him a new sense of optimism about his employment 
future. More than 200 people attended tonight's job expo. FutureWorks hosts three 
employment events each year.   
 
News    2/28/17   11pm           1: 30 
 
According to a new report, human service providers are struggling to attract and retain 
workers. Human service workers look after those who can't take care of themselves; from the 
elderly and disabled, to children with special needs. The University of Massachusetts 
Donahue Institute released a new report at the State House that found private companies are 
having a tough time holding onto these employees. Cristina Citino, Senior Research 
Manager, UMass Donahue Institute said, “You know, it's a double edged sword for them 
because not only do we have fewer workers, but the demand, because the elderly population 
is growing." Private organizations carry out social service work on behalf of the state -- all 
paid for with taxpayer dollars. The study found that human service workers are leaving the 
private sector for state government jobs that come with bigger salaries and a pension. As a 
result, many companies are hiring workers from other countries. One provider told 22News 
it's frustrating because they spend time and money training young workers only to have them 
leave months later. David Jordan, President, Seven Hills Foundation said, "We'll train them in 
the private sector in the same job, same worker, same type of work and the state sector, 
particularly DCF, might pay $10-15,000 more for the same job." Human service providers are 
advocating for more state funding so they can offer competitive salaries to attract workers. 
 
News    3/1/17    5pm           1: 30 
 
Big businesses across the Commonwealth are looking for their next employees to come from 
western Massachusetts. Big names that are local to us like The Marriot, Hyatt, and even 
MGM all sent representatives to search for their newest employees at UMass. It's part of the 
university's 43rd annual Hospitality and Tourism Management Career Fair. This year, more 
than 70 companies were at the student-run fair, and 20 of them were first-time 
recruiters. They're looking to fill part-time and full-time positions. It's a networking opportunity 
hospitality and management students take seriously. Alana McCabe said, “A very high rate of 
students leave here today with jobs, whether it's an internship, a seasonal internship, post 
grad job. It's very successful. Nearly 500 students attended today's event. For those unable 
to attend, UMass posts the remaining opening positions on their school's website.   
 
News    3/9/17    6pm           1: 30 



 
Private employers across the country added nearly 300-thousand jobs last month: the most in 
3 years.  Payroll processor ADP says this hiring boom was likely because of warm weather in 
most parts of the country, which boosted jobs in construction and manufacturing. That's 
exactly what we're seeing here in western Massachusetts. Executive Director of the Franklin 
Hampshire Career Center, Teri Anderson, told 22News the local jobs most in demand right 
now are in manufacturing, health care, and food services. This includes jobs like mechanics, 
health aids, certified nursing assistants, cooks, and food servers.  In the last 2 months, the 
career center has placed 82 people into jobs, and has helped 34 people go through training 
programs. So far in this fiscal year, they've placed 410 people in jobs. The unemployment 
rate for Hampshire and Franklin counties combined is 2.5%.   
 
News    3/9/17    5pm           1: 30 
 
Massachusetts' unemployment rate increased slightly in the month of January. The 
Massachusetts jobless rate rose to 3.2% in January; a trend we haven't seen in four years. 
The unemployment rate has been on the decline since February 2013, until the state 
revealed that more than 100,000 people were unemployed in January. Although 
Massachusetts is below the national unemployment rate of 4.8-percent, the state's urban 
communities, like Springfield, have surpassed the national average in recent months. 
Springfield State Representative Carlos Gonzales says some families in his district have 
been hit hard by unemployment. Representative Gonzalez urges the state to increase 
workforce training programs to help the unemployed find jobs. He said "Folks are very excited 
and anxious to go to work. Finding the appropriate training programs to find them the 
necessity skills to go to work is so essential." February unemployment numbers will be 
released later this month. 
 
News    3/24/17   5:30pm           1: 30 
 
During the colder months low income families depend on the Valley Opportunity Council for 
heating assistance; however, during the summer months the council helps teenagers find 
jobs. At the Valley Opportunity council office in Chicopee today, director Kristen Wing began 
preparations to find work this summer for one hundred teens. At least one will work here at 
22News. She's anticipating a variety of jobs across the city. Kristen Wing said, “We have 
child care positions, maintenance, janitorial, etc.  We're really trying to put the kids where 
they'll be successful.” During April the Valley Opportunity Council will start taking applications 
to match some 100 teenagers with a summer job that best suit them. 
 
News    3/28/17   11pm           1: 30 
 
Springfield Technical Community College alums will be building subway cars at the new rail 
factory in Springfield. Five STCC graduates and 1 student have been hired by a China Based 
company to work their future factory on Page Boulevard in Springfield. The graduates will 
travel to China next Friday to learn new manufacturing skills and technology for rail cars. The 
group will work for the rail company as engineers and technicians. Tien Huynh said, "We're 
going over there with a lot of weight on our shoulders and having expected to learn a lot in 



several months. Manufacturing jobs coming back to western mass is phenomenal." Workers 
of the rail facility will build Red and Orange line cars for the MBTA and subway cars for the 
Los Angeles Metro. 
 
News    3/30/17   5pm           1: 30 
 
Representatives from local organizations gathered at Dean Technical High School in Holyoke 
for the 5th annual CareerPoint Youth Summer Jobs Meet and Greet. Careerpoint's youth 
service director told 22News, they're always looking for more business to become a work site 
or sponsor a youth. Gladys Lebron-Martinez said, “We only have 70 slots for Holyoke youth, 
and in the past we have approximately 800 youth applying for jobs.” Dean Tech recently 
opened an on-site career center to help guide students toward reaching their career goals. 

 


