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The following is WWLP programming addressing Crime during 
the 1st

 quarter of 2014.  These issues were addressed through 
our locally produced news programming. 
________________________________________________ 
 
News    01/01/14   6pm                : 30 
 

A follow up to a deadly hit and run accident - Springfield Police need your help finding a 
pickup truck that hit and killed a bicyclist overnight.  Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney told 
22News a 25-year old man was struck and killed while riding his bike across Boston Road 
near Barber Street just after 3AM this morning.  Witnesses told police the driver never 
stopped after hitting the man, dragging his bike down the street.  Sgt. Delaney described the 
truck involved as a light-colored, Ford F-150 pickup truck with considerable damage to the 
front-end.  If you have any information about this accident, call Springfield Police at 787-
6333. 
 
News    01/01/14   12pm                : 30 
 
Holyoke Police need your help identifying a bank robbery suspect.  Holyoke Police Lieutenant 
Jim Albert told 22News this man walked into the Peoples Bank on Hampden Street just 
before 9:30AM this morning, holding a black handgun.  The suspect passed a note to the 
teller demanding cash.  Lt. Albert says the suspect may have had help from a dark skinned 
woman who was driving a yellow Camaro with a partial plate of "4-0-5-0."  If you recognize 
this suspect, call Holyoke police at 322-6900.  Lt. Albert says the suspect is considered 
armed and dangerous. 
 
News    01/01/14   6am                : 30 
 
Captain Kastrinakis said they have been dealing with violence throughout the night.  The 
police department's gunshot alert system "Shotspotter" was activated and they received 
several calls from people reporting gunfire.  On Franklin and Genesee Streets they're 
investigating after a report that gunfire was coming from a taxi.  The Shotspotter system was 
also activated on Woodside Terrace and Girard Avenue and several other streets.  
 
News    01/01/14   6am                : 30 
 
Police say they had a very busy New Years Eve investigating several shootings.  Captain 
Harry Kastrinakis told 22News a man was shot several times in his lower torso around 10:30 
near the intersection of State and Andrew streets.  He was taken to Mercy Medical Center.  
There is no word on his condition.  Captain Kastrinakis said there was also a second victim 
but they're still investigating. Police are still looking for suspects. 
 
News    01/01/14   11pm                : 30 
 



And a grand jury has formally charged Dennis Rosa-Roman in the murder of Amanda Plasse.   
The 22News I-Team obtained a copy of the indictment that accuses Rosa-Roman of beating, 
assaulting and killing Amanda Plasse in Chicopee on August 26, 2011.  He's scheduled for 
arraignment January 6th in Hampden County Superior Court. 
 
News    01/01/14   11pm                : 30 
 
Holyoke Police have identified the man suspected of robbing the Peoples Bank branch on 
Hampden Street this morning.  Holyoke Police Lieutenant Jim Albert told 22News they 
believe it was Dashawn Williams who walked into the bank holding a handgun just before 
9:30 this morning.  The robber passed a note to the teller demanding cash.  The suspect did 
not hide his face from the surveillance cameras.  Holyoke Police are still looking for Williams 
who is considered armed and dangerous.  If you have any information you are asked to call 
Holyoke police at 322-6900. 
 
News    01/02/14   6pm                : 30 
 
Springfield police need your help identifying a suspect caught on surveillance camera 
breaking into a home.  Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney told 22News this man broke into 
a home on Haskin Street on Christmas Eve.  Police believe he may be responsible for other 
house breaks in the neighborhood near Bay Street and Roosevelt Ave.  Sgt. Delaney says 
the suspect breaks into home through a rear window and takes only what he can fit in his 
"Jansport" backpack. If you recognize this man, call Springfield detectives at 787-6355. 
 
News    01/03/14   6pm                : 30 
 
Springfield police have arrested a man they are calling, quote "a strong suspect" in a deadly 
hit-and-run crash on New Year's morning", but he has not yet been charged with a crime in 
that incident.  Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney told 22News Police arrested Adam 
Thurber of Springfield late this morning in Ludlow. Thurber was arrested on an outstanding 
warrant dating back to April, on charges of drunk driving and a motor vehicle violation.  
Delaney called him a strong suspect in the deadly crash because police found the pickup 
truck on Tavistock Street where Thurber lives. 
 
News    01/03/14   7am                : 30 
 
Police in the Berkshire County town of Sheffield told 22News they had to hold a man at 
gunpoint Saturday night to convince him to drop a knife.  According to Sheffield Police Sgt. 
Ryan Kresiak he was called to a home on Bow Wow Road just before 5:30 Saturday night.  
Sgt. Kresiak said a man who was holding a knife allegedly assaulted another man who was in 
the home.  After the man dropped the knife he was taken to the hospital for a mental health 
evaluation.  It's still being determined if the man will be charged. 
 
News    01/03/14   11pm                : 30 
 



The father of Jeremiah Oliver, the missing 5 year old boy from Fitchburg, has been charged 
with selling heroin.  Jose Oliver had led searches for his missing son the past two weekends 
and vowed to never stop looking for him.  New Britain, Connecticut police say they caught 
Oliver with 30 bags of heroin during a drug sting Monday. No one's seen Jeremiah since 
September, and police only recently learned of his disappearance.  The child's mother and 
her boyfriend have pleaded not guilty to child endangerment, abuse and other charges. 
 
News    01/05/14   9am                : 30 
 
24 year old Julio Delarosa Jr. is in jail this morning on gun and drug charges. Holyoke Police 
Lt. Jim Albert told 22News Delarosa was arrested in the area of South Canal and Adams 
Street Saturday night.  He was allegedly carrying a loaded and unlicensed .380 caliber semi-
automatic handgun along with heroin. He'll be arraigned in Holyoke District Court tomorrow.  
The arrest was made with help from the FBI's Western Mass Gang Task Force and Members 
of the Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives Task Force. 
 
News    01/05/14   9am                : 30 
 
Springfield Police are searching for a man following an armed robbery at a gas station.  
Captain Trent Duda told 22News a man robbed the Ultra Gas at 471 Cooley Street at around 
7 o'clock Saturday night.  Captain Duda said the suspect had his face covered, and was 
wearing a yellow hoodie and black pants.  Police are interviewing witnesses and reviewing 
store surveillance video. 
 
News    01/07/14   6pm                : 30 
 
Suffield, Connecticut police need your help identifying two people accused of credit card 
fraud.  Suffield Police DecectiveJustin Fuller told 22News this man and woman used a stolen 
credit card at the CVS on Route 186 to buy more than one thousand dollars in visa gift cards 
last month.  If you recognize either of these suspects, call Suffield police at 860-668-3870.  
 
News    01/07/14   6pm                : 30 
 
State Police say they found thousands of prescription drugs after a traffic stop in central 
Massachusetts over the weekend.   State Police say a man and woman from Maine were 
pulled over Saturday night in Sturbridge for traffic violations. After a search of the car, 
trooper’s allegedly found 24-hundred pills believed to be Oxycodone inside plastic bags.  The 
two suspects, 29-year-old Nicholos Guiod and 25-year-old Jacki Lemerich, were both 
charged with drug trafficking. 
 
News    01/07/14   6pm                : 30 
 
The man charged in connection with a deadly hit and run accident on New Year's day has 
been ordered held on $100,000 dollars cash bail.  Adam Thurber was arraigned in Springfield 
district court on Monday on charges of leaving the scene of a personal injury accident that 
resulted in death, driving with a suspended license and speeding.  Thurber is accused of 



striking and killing 25 year old Derek Russell as he road his bike across Boston Road in the 
early morning hours on New Years Day.  Thurber's next court hearing is scheduled for 
February 4th. 
 
News    01/09/14   12pm                : 30 
 
Agawam Police need your help identifying a suspect who broke into a liquor store.  Agawam 
Detective Lt. Richard Light told 22News said a man broke into the Cheers Package Store on 
Springfield Street around 6:30 yesterday morning.  Lt. Light says the man stole a significant 
amount of alcohol and cigarettes.  If you recognize this suspect, call Agawam police 
detectives at the number on your screen. 
 
News    01/09/14   12pm                : 30 
 
Springfield Police are investigating a bank robbery on Boston Road.  Springfield Police Sgt. 
John Delaney told 22News a suspect walked into the Webster Bank a little after nine this 
morning and demanded money.  The suspect did not show a weapon and got away with 
some cash.  Sgt. Delaney described the suspect as a six-foot tall black man who was 
wearing a mask.  If you have any information call Springfield detectives at 787-6355. 
 
News    01/10/14   6pm                : 30 
 
State Police say they found more than 200 bags of heroin during a traffic stop in Holyoke on 
Wednesday.  According to a state police news release, troopers pulled over a car on 
Hampden Street in Holyoke for traffic violations.  After a search of the car, troopers allegedly 
for 202 bags of heroin and other drug paraphernalia.  The man and two women in the car 
were from Vermont. They were arrested and charged with drug possession. 
 
News    01/10/14   6am                : 30 
 
Police are still searching for suspects this morning after a home invasion in Springfield.  
Springfield Police are calling this an armed home invasion, and it happened here in 
Springfield on Donbray road.  That's located just off of Wilbraham Road in the Sixteen Acres 
area of Springfield.  Police told 22News they got the call just before 9pm that multiple people 
went into a home.  But police are not releasing information about if anyone was hurt during 
the invasion.  Captain Harry Kastrinakis of the Springfield Police said hey are continuing to 
investigate this incident, but that so far there have been no arrests made in this case.  
 
News    01/11/14   6pm                : 30 
 
Holyoke police have arrested 22 year old Pedro Arroyo and a 17 year old for allegedly 
shooting at officers this morning in the Elmwood section of the city. Detectives fired back at 
the gunmen.  Nobody was hurt, but the two suspects did escape.  Holyoke police got the 
description of one of the suspects.  They were looking for a dark-skinned Hispanic man with 
short hair, wearing a tan shirt and blue pants.  Lieutenant Larry Cournoyer told 22News 
overnight police arrested two people in connection with the shooting.  This neighborhood is 



about a minute drive to the start of Interstate-391 in Holyoke.  And to many it's unbelievable 
until it happens on their street.  
 
News    01/11/14   9am                : 30 
 
Springfield Police are looking for two men who broke into an apartment overnight in 
Springfield.  Detective Joseph Brodeur told 22News that around 3am two masked men broke 
into a second floor apartment on 250 Centre Street in the Indian Orchard section of the city.  
Police say two people were inside the apartment at the time of the break-in.  One man was 
said to have been pistol whipped and shots may have been fired. No one was seriously hurt. 
 
News    01/11/14   6am                : 30 
 
Pittsfield police are asking for your help identifying a suspect in connection to the attempted 
robbery of a Subway at 381 Tyler Street.  On January 3rd, a masked man believed to be 
white, 6’2” tall, and between 200 and 250 pounds entered the store with a knife and 
demanded money.  The police say they are searching for the man on your screen in 
connection with the crime.  Anyone with information is being asked to call lead Detective 
Nicholas DeSantis at 413-448-9705. 
 
News    01/11/14   6am                : 30 
 
Both Holyoke and Chicopee Police Departments are investigating armed robberies that took 
place within minutes of each other.  Holyoke Police Lt. Jim Albert told 22News, around 7:00 
Friday night, police received a call from the owner of the Quickstop at 172 Sargeant Street.  
Lt. Albert said two men wearing hoodies, one with a mask, robbed the clerk with a gun and 
got away with an unknown amount of money.  A witness reported they left in a red or maroon 
sedan.  And according to Chicopee Police Captain Lonny Dakin, a masked suspect showed a 
handgun to the clerk of Friendly Liquor Store at 65 Main Street just after 7:00, then escaped 
in what looked like a red four door sedan.  It is not yet known if these two robberies are 
related.  If anyone has information, you're asked to call the Holyoke Police Department at 
413-322-6900. 
 
News    01/12/14   9am                : 30 
 
Springfield Police are looking for a stolen pizza delivery car.  Captain Trent Duda told 
22News a Dominos driver was making a delivery around 8:00 Saturday night when two men 
allegedly stole his car in the area of 74 Dawes Street.  The car was a Toyota Camry with a 
partial license plate of "JKF."  Police say the driver didn't have a lot of gas so the thieves may 
not have traveled too far.  No one was hurt. 
 
News    01/12/14   11pm                : 30 
 
A still mostly mysterious police investigation in the Hampshire County town of Huntington.  
State Police Trooper Reid Bagley told 22News they were called to a home on Searle Road at 
around 12:15 this afternoon.  Once at the home, they encountered a possible male victim, 



who made allegations of some type of assault or home invasion.  Police dogs picked up on a 
trail through the woods and tonight state police say they've arrested one suspect and are 
looking for at least one other.  Trooper Bagley said it's still not clear if the victim was hurt, or 
what actually happened at the home. 
 
News    01/13/14   6pm                : 30 
 
Bail has been set at $100,000 dollars for a man charged in connection with a violent home 
invasion in Hampshire County over the weekend.  Northwestern District Attorney 
Spokeswoman Mary Carey told 22News 26-year-old Andrew Przybyla of Springfield faces 
several charges in connection with Saturday's incident on Searle Street in Huntington.  Carey 
says Przybyla and the another masked suspect beat the resident with a crowbar before 
demanding money and marijuana from the victim.  Police do not think the incident was a 
random. Przybyla is due back in court February 12th. 
 
News    01/13/14   6pm                : 30 
 
Springfield police need your help finding three men who stole money, cigarettes and phone 
cards in an armed robbery in Forest Park last Sunday night.  Sgt. John Delaney told 22News 
three men, two of them wearing masks, robbed Ambi's Convenience Store around 7 last 
night.  Delaney says the two masked men had handguns.  The suspects are described as 
black men in their late teens or early 20's.  If you have any information, call Springfield Police 
Detectives at 787-6355. 
 
News    01/13/14   5pm                : 30 
 
A man who brought two exotic dancers back to his hotel room in Chicopee ended up having 
his wallet and car stolen and now those dancers are facing criminal charges.  Springfield 
Police Sgt. John Delaney told 22News that 21 year old, Joyce Ingram, and 20 year old, 
Krystal McDonald, both of Springfield were arrested on Bowdoin Street around 3 o'clock this 
morning.  Sgt. Delaney told 22news the women had the man's wallet, license, and credit 
cards.  Ingram and McDonald are charged with larceny of a motor vehicle and larceny from a 
person. 
 
News    01/14/14   6pm                : 30 
 
Pittsfield Police have arrested a man suspected of trying to rob a Subway Sandwich shop 11 
days ago.  The Berkshire Eagle is reporting that 28 year old Matthew Calautti of Windsor has 
been charged in connection with the attempted armed robbery on January 3rd.  Pittsfield 
Police say the suspect walked into the Tyler Street store with a knife and demanded money.  
Calautti is due back in court February 10th. 
 
News    01/14/14   6pm                : 30 
 
Springfield Police say they've arrested two known gang members for selling stolen firearms.  
Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney told 22News 25 year old Nicholas Norris, and 26-year 



old Stephen Tavernier were arrested after a nearly two-month long investigation with the 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives.  Sgt. Delaney says the two men were 
tied to the theft of several guns from a home on Van Buren Avenue back in November.  
Police recovered some of the stolen guns during a raid on a home on Clantoy Street just 
before Christmas.  Sgt. Delaney says investigators believe the two men are responsible for 
other breaks where firearms were stolen. 
 
News    01/15/14   5pm                : 30 
 
West Springfield Police need your help in identifying a man that stole a woman's purse at a 
supermarket.  Police released this surveillance photo of the suspect entering a Stop and 
Shop store around 8:30 Tuesday night.  According to Detective Jay Gearing, the suspect was 
seen stealing a pocketbook that was inside a shopping cart before running out of the store.  
Gearing says the suspect was also seen in a dark sedan with a sunroof.  If you have any 
information, call West Springfield Police at (413) 263-3210. 
 
News    01/16/14   6pm                : 30 
 
Ludlow Police are still searching for four suspects involved in a violent home invasion last 
night.  Ludlow Police Sgt. Michael Brennan told 22News four men armed with handguns 
forced their way into a Hubbard Street home around 8 last night.  The home also houses a 
doctor's practice on the property.  Detective Sgt. Louis Tulik says the two people in the home 
were assaulted and a large sum of cash was taken.  Anyone with information should call 
Ludlow Police at 583-8305. 
 
News    01/16/14   6pm                : 30 
 
Gunfire prompted the lockdown of four Springfield schools late this afternoon. Springfield 
Police Sgt. John Delaney told 22News officers saw a man fire shots into the air around 3 this 
afternoon near the High School of Science and Technology on State Street.  Sgt. Delaney 
says police chased down and arrested 19-year old Israel Perez and and unidentified juvenile.  
Sci-Tech, Putnam Vocational Technical Academy, STEM Middle Academy, and the Homer 
Street School were all locked down during the chase. 
 
News    01/16/14   6pm                : 30 
 
A former Springfield College I-T administrator has been indicted on charges of child 
pornography and accessing student’s computer and email accounts without authorization.  
38-year old David Linnehan of Granby is accused of copying and downloading private and 
personal photographs of Springfield College students and storing those pictures on his own 
computer.  Linnehan was fired back in April when he was arrested.  Today, the Attorney 
General's Office indicted Linnehan on child porn charges.  The AG's office and the school are 
working on notifying students and staff members who may have been affected by the breach.    
Since Linnehan's arrest, the school has improved their computer security system. 
 
News    01/16/14   11pm                : 30 



 
A West Springfield purse-snatching suspect has turned himself in.  West Springfield Captain 
Thomas Wilkinson told 22News 18-year-old Steven Michon of Springfield turned himself in to 
police tonight.  Michon was charged with larceny from a person.  Police had released 
surveillance photos of Michon entering the west side Stop & Shop around 8:30 Tuesday 
night. 
 
News    01/17/14   6pm                : 30 
 
Springfield Police are searching for a man who held up a bank shortly before noon today.  
According to Police Sgt. John Delaney, the suspect went to the United Bank branch on Saint 
James Avenue with a note stating that he had a gun and demanded money.  The suspect got 
away with an undetermined amount of cash.  He is described as a black man wearing a red 
hooded sweatshirt, black pants, and black sunglasses.  No one was hurt during the robbery. 
 
News    01/17/14   6pm                : 30 
 
Connecticut police have arrested a Springfield man who once allegedly told officers that he 
scouted-out affluent neighborhoods to steal unlocked cars. According to a Suffield police 
news release sent to 22news, 20-year-old Andrew Dupree was arrested on charges of 
conspiracy to commit burglary.  Suffield police said Dupree and two other suspects broke into 
and robbed a car parked on Windbrook Drive, a street not far from the Massachusetts state 
line.  Dupree has already spent time in jail for a series of car break-ins in other northern 
Connecticut towns. 
 
News    01/17/14   4:30am      : 30 
 
Ludlow police need your help as they try to figure out who the four men were that were 
involved in a violent home invasion Wednesday night.  Ludlow Police Sergeant Michael 
Brennan told 22News the four men armed with handguns forced their way into a Hubbard 
Street home around 8 at night.  The home also has a doctor's office on the property.  
Detective Sgt. Louis Tulik told 22News the two people in the house were assaulted and a 
large sum of cash was taken.  If you have any information you're asked to call Ludlow Police 
at 413-583-8305. 
 
News    01/18/14   9am       : 30 
  
Springfield Police have arrested two people accused of extortion after police say they called 
people and claimed their family members were kidnapped.  According to Springfield Police 
Sgt. John Delaney, 32-year-old Jose Carrasquillo and 30-year-old Jennifer Rodriguez were 
arrested Thursday at 25 Huntington Street in Springfield.  The two are charged with Extortion 
by Threat of Injury.  Delaney said Victims in the Hispanic community would receive cell phone 
calls saying a family member had been kidnapped.  The victims were told to wire money 
through Western Union and then their loved one would be released. 
 
News    01/19/14   9am       : 30 



 
Police are investigating a break in and kidnapping at 48 Burr Street.  22News cameras 
arrived at Burr Street just minutes after 9:30 Saturday night.  According to Springfield Police 
Captain Harry Kastrinakis, 3 black men wearing masks broke into 48 Burr Street and 
kidnapped the person living there.  They then drove the victim to Cambridge Street where 
they were released.  According to Captain Kastrinakis, The victim says one of the men had a 
gun and fired at them. Springfield Police say they don't have any other details as they are still 
investigating this break in and are searching for the suspects.  
 
News    01/20/14   6pm       : 30 
 
Springfield police said a shooting outside 513 Union Street was the same spot where a man 
was killed in December. Springfield residents say it's just another senseless crime; two 
shootings on the same part of the same street in one month.  Around 11 Sunday night 
Springfield police found a man lying on Union Street bleeding from a gunshot wound to his 
head. Mayor Domenic Sarno said he's fed up with all this violence.  The Mason Square Drug 
Free Coalition works to change Mason Square's reputation from that of crime to that of city 
pride.  They want their neighborhoods to become a place residents will be proud to call 
home.  Police are trying to find the person responsible for this shooting in Springfield's Old 
Hill neighborhood. Stay with 22News as we continue to follow this investigation.  
 
News    01/20/14   12pm       : 30 
 
Springfield Police say a man who was shot in the head late Sunday night is expected to 
survive.  Lt. Trent Hufnagel told 22news that around 11 Sunday night officers found a man 
with a gunshot wound to the head lying in the middle of Union Street.  The victim was taken 
to Baystate Medical Center and is expected to live.  There are no suspects at this time.  
Overnight police closed off that section of Union Street.  Several state and local police 
officers could be seen searching the area of 513 Union Street where a homicide happened 
just last month.  In December 21-year-old Abdul-Azeez Baker was found shot multiple times 
on the second floor. 
 
News    01/20/14   11pm       : 30 
 
Springfield Police say they an arrested a Wilbraham man in this morning's United Bank 
Branch Robbery.  Police Captain Trent Duda told 22News Detectives went to Holyoke and 
arrested 41 year old Jahmal Brangan this afternoon.  Police said a man robbed the United 
Bank branch on Saint James Avenue by passing a note saying he had a gun.  The suspect 
got away with an undetermined amount of cash.  Brangan was still in the booking process 
tonight at Springfield Police Headquarters.  No one was hurt during the robbery. 
 
News    01/21/14   6pm       : 30 
 
Springfield Police have arrested a third suspect in connection with a murder this past 
November.  Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney told 22News they've charged 20-year old 
Springfield resident Alex Santana with this past November's shooting death of William 



Serrano.  Santana was ordered held without bail at his arraignment today in Springfield 
District Court. He's due back in court February 13th.  Two brothers have also been charged in 
connection with Serrano's murder.  19-year old Amadi Jose Sosa and his 16-year old brother 
were arrested last November. 
 
News    01/22/14   5pm       : 30 
 
The trial of a former worker at a Stockbridge elementary school charged with sexually 
assaulting five students began today.  Opening statements were heard today in Berkshire 
County Superior Court for Scott Muir's trial on multiple counts of child rape and indecent 
assault and battery.  Prosecutors say Muir had inappropriate contact with the girls between 
2003 and 2006 while he worked as a student support center coordinator at the Stockbridge 
Plain School. 
 
News    01/22/14   5pm       : 30 
 
Springfield Police have arrested 3 people after conducting a drug raid on Bartlett Street.  Sgt. 
John Delaney told 22News Eva-Berrios Diaz, Jose Velasquez, both of Springfield and Jean 
Rivera of Greenfield were arrested.  Delaney says the three suspects would allegedly deliver 
the heroin to waiting customers in rental cars.  Police seized 50 bags of heroin, a small 
amount of Marijuana, more than $500 dollars cash and a shotgun that had been reported 
stolen. 
 
News    01/23/14   6pm       : 30 
 
Springfield Police arrested two men suspected of firing shots at a McKnight neighborhood 
apartment building.  Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney told 22News witnesses identified 
21-year-old Rakeem Nelson and 20-year-old Willie Duke as the men who shot at five 
townhouse apartments on Bowdoin Street Wednesday afternoon.  No one was hit.  Sgt. 
Delaney says that Nelson and Duke are "self-proclaimed gang members."  Both men face 
several charges including six counts of assault by means of a dangerous weapon. 
 
News    01/23/14   11pm       : 30 
 
A Boston man has been arrested in the attempted robbery, assault and kidnapping of a U.S. 
Postal Service carrier delivering packages before Christmas.  The postal worker got away, 
but was shot in the wrist, kicked and beaten.  The U.S. Attorney's office said 23-year-old 
Maurice Miner-Gittens was arrested today, and federal authorities are seeking 21-year-old 
Keyon Taylor. Gittens and Taylor are charged with conspiracy to rob, attempted robbery and 
kidnapping of a federal employee on December 20th.  Federal authorities have offered a 
$50,000 dollar reward for Taylor. 
 
News    01/23/14   11pm       : 30 
 
In Ludlow, police arrested 20 year old Cote Dubay of Springfield and charged him with hit and 
run, and assault and battery with a motor vehicle. Sgt Daniel Valadas told 22News Dubay's 



car hit several people including two grocery store employees as he drove out of the Big Y 
parking lot Tuesday morning.  The workers were not seriously hurt.  Sgt Valadas said Dubay 
had been involved in a fight with his teenage girlfriend.  He was arraigned today in Palmer 
district court on charges of assault and battery with a dangerous weapon, five counts, and 
two counts of leaving the scene of personal injury accident. 
 
News    01/24/14   11pm       : 30 
 
Eight people were arrested in a drug and weapons bust in Holyoke.  Take a look at your 
screen here are the 8 people who were taken out of 177 Elm Street earlier today.  According 
to Holyoke police Lt. Jim Albert police seized weapons including a loaded handgun as well as 
heroin marijuana and cocaine.  The suspect’s ages range from 22 to 50.  They were 
arraigned in court today.  The apartment they were arrested from is the same location a 
school bus was shot at last week. 
 
News    01/24/14   6pm       : 30 
 
Springfield police have arrested three suspects in connection with an alleged shooting spree 
in three separate Springfield neighborhoods this weekend.  After shot spotters went off at 
Central and Hancock Streets and later at Main and Emery Streets.  Police Sgt. Christopher 
Hitas told 22News, Officers stopped the black and white Acura with Connecticut license 
plates on Newland Street in the North End near the Connecticut River and arrested three 
people.  A Detective Bureau spokesman notified 22News, they arrested 20 year old Brian 
Perez of New Haven, his 22 year old brother Elizar Perez who lives on Clifford Avenue in 
Springfield, along with an under age teenager.  All three face weapons charges.  
Brian Perez is the alleged driver.  He's also been charged with driving without a license.  
Luckily, no one was hurt during the alleged series of shootings. 
 
News    01/24/14   6pm       : 30 
 
As Springfield leaders call for an end to violence on city streets, there was still more violence 
this weekend in neighborhood's whose residents says they've had more than enough.  
Another weekend passes but not without violence on Springfield city streets.  On Sunday 
morning, Springfield Police say three people narrowly missed gunshots inside a third floor 
living room at this School Street apartment complex. And in the last month, a young man was 
killed and another shot in this neighborhood.  Last year, there were 19 killings in the city of 
Springfield. 
 
News    01/24/14   9am       : 30 
 
A police officer executing a search warrant was shot in New Bedford Friday night. Police 
officers came to this apartment to execute a search warrant.  Officers say, when they got 
here, the door was barricaded.  Someone inside the home then began shooting at them.  
One officer was hit and taken to the hospital.  The officer was in critical condition Saturday 
night but is now recovering.  Police arrested five people inside the apartment following a 
standoff.  Two of them are now facing charges. 



 
News    01/24/14   9am       : 30 
 
One man has been arrested after he allegedly pulled a gun on a Springfield cab driver Friday 
night.  Springfield police Lt. Henry Gagnon told 22news Jose Serfano-Diaz and another 
person were picked up by a cab driver and driven to 30 Palmer Avenue.  When they arrived, 
Diaz and the other passenger began arguing with the driver and refused to get out of the cab.  
Diaz then allegedly pulled out a gun and pointed it at the driver.  Diaz is expected to go 
before a Springfield district court judge on Monday. 
 
News    01/24/14   11pm       : 30 
 
Police are investigating a home invasion at 48 Burr Street.  22News cameras arrived at Burr 
Street just minutes after 9:30 tonight.  Springfield Police Detectives were still at the home 
trying to figure out exactly what happened. Burr Street is in the city's Bay neighborhood.  All 
we know is that it was a home invasion.  Springfield Police say they don't have any other 
details.  They're searching for suspects.  Stay with 22News for more on this story. 
 
News    01/24/14   11pm       : 30 
 
A suspect in the dragging of a police officer in Connecticut has been arrested in upstate 
Vermont.  Jaheem Snype was taken into custody near Barton, close to the Canadian border 
last night, following a three day manhunt.  Snype is accused of striking New Britain police 
officer Brett Morgan with a stolen car Sunday and then dragging him across the pavement.  
Officer Morgan was dragged 100 feet and is in stable condition at the hospital following a 
nine hour surgery.  Doctors believe he will make a full recovery but he is expected to need 
additional surgeries.  Snype has been charged as a fugitive from justice in Vermont and is 
being extradited to Connecticut. 
 
News    01/25/14   6pm       : 30 
 
What began as a routine cab ride in Springfield early this morning, resulted in serious 
charges against one of the passengers.  It's alleged that when the cab reached its destination 
at 30 Palmer Avenue in the cities South End neighborhood, a passenger, Jose Serfano-Diaz 
pointed a gun at the cab driver. This was about 2:00 this morning.  According to Springfield 
Police Sgt. Henry Gagnon, Diaz and the other passenger began arguing with the cab 
driver...and refused to get out of his cab.  Police arrested Diaz before anything else 
happened. 
 
News    01/25/14   6pm       : 30 
 
A man is hospitalized this evening with stab wounds.  State Police told 22News the man was 
stabbed around 2:30 in the morning after a house party got out of control and turned into a 
fight.  Detectives spent the rest of the morning interviewing the many people at the party at 
96 Windsor Pond Road.  That's right off of Route 116 on the Plainfield town line with Windsor.  
A Crime Lab Unit was also called to the road, but the road was reopened and cleared by 



about 10:00 Saturday morning.  Plainfield is a Hampshire County town with a population of 
fewer than six hundred people. 
 
News    01/28/14   6pm       : 30 
 
Springfield police are searching for a man who robbed a Forest Park convenience store at 
gunpoint early this morning.  Police Sgt. John Delaney told 22News a man wearing a scarf 
over his face entered the Tedeschi Convenience Store on Belmont Avenue, pulled out a gun 
and demanded money.  The man then ran away from the store with some cash.  The suspect 
is described as a black man; about 5 feet 8 inches tall with a slim build.  If you have any 
information, you are asked to call Springfield Police at (413) 787-6355. 
 
News    01/28/14   12pm       : 30 
 
Springfield Police are searching for a man who allegedly said he had a weapon in a gas 
station early this morning.  Springfield Police Captain Harry Kastrinakis told 22News that a 
man attempted an armed robbery at the Pride gas station on Columbus Avenue sometime 
after 5 this morning.  Capt. Kastrinakis said a man implied he had a weapon but did not end 
up stealing anything. 
 
News    01/28/14   4:30am      : 30 
 
A little after 8:30, an armed home invasion at 70 Garcia Street in Springfield.  
Lt Ayala told 22News, two masked men with handguns burst into the house.  
Police are looking for those robbers.  We will bring you more information as we have it. 
 
News    01/30/14   12pm       : 30 
 
Police in Suffield, Connecticut have arrested a second man from Springfield on car break-in 
charges.  According to a Suffield police news release sent to 22News 33 year-old Eric 
Johnson of Indian Orchard was arrested for his alleged role in the break-in of a car on 
Windbrook Drive back in June.  Johnson had previously been arrested for a series of car 
break-ins in other northern Connecticut towns from June through August.  Earlier in the 
month, Suffield police arrested Andrew Dupree of Springfield who is also accused of 
involvement in the break-in.  Suffield police say that Dupree had earlier admitted to 
Bloomfield police that he and his friends used Google Maps to help them find neighborhoods 
they considered affluent and then went there to find and steal from unlocked cars.  Suffield 
police say that they have a warrant for the arrest of a third person who allegedly worked with 
Johnson and Dupree. 
 
News    01/30/14   5am       : 30 
 
A 15-year-old Massachusetts boy charged with killing his math teacher is returning to court 
today for arraignment on a second rape charge.  Philip Chism is charged in the October 
murder of 24-year-old Colleen Ritzer, a teacher at Danvers High School.  In court documents 



filed last week, state police say Chism admitted killing Ritzer, but denied raping her.  He has 
pleaded not guilty to all the charges. 
 
News    01/31/14   6pm       : 30 
 
A 19-year-old man is recovering from a gunshot wound after a home invasion in Springfield 
overnight.  Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney told 22News the victim told police two 
masked men forced their way into his home on Cambridge Street and they fought. That's 
when the victim was shot in the buttocks.  Sgt. Delaney said the victim denied dealing drugs 
and is expected to recover. 
 
News    01/31/14   5pm       : 30 
 
Chicopee Police have arrested a man in connection with a series of armed robberies in both 
Massachusetts and Connecticut.  Captain Daniel Sullivan told 22News Jeffrey Nentwig of 
Chicopee was arrested at his memorial drive trailer home following a robbery at a store in 
East Windsor, Connecticut.  Nentwig is accused of robbing 5 stores in Chicopee this month, 
the latest at the Grattan Street Citgo station on the 28th. 
 
News    01/31/14   5pm       : 30 
 
Four people are under arrest after Springfield Police say they attempted to pick up $100,000 
dollars worth of pure cocaine.  Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney told 22News the 
investigation began after U.S. postal inspectors discovered the packages containing the 
drugs.  The four suspects were arrested at the Main Street post office yesterday after signing 
for the two packages containing six kilos of pure cocaine. 
 
News    01/31/14   6am       : 30 
 

Blood found on the street following a shooting has Springfield police looking for more 
answers; and that’s after one man has been taken to the hospital.  That man is expected to 
be okay, but police are looking at the possibility of there being another victim from the blood 
they found further down the street.  Officers were called to a shooting in the area of 52 
Cambridge Street just after midnight.  One man was found with gunshot wounds and he was 
taken to Baystate Medical Center to be treated.  He is expected to be okay, according to 
Springfield Police Captain Harry Kastrinakis.  But officers found blood a little way down the 
street, and they aren't sure if it's from the man they found or somebody else.  Police believe a 
dispute started inside a house and carried out into the street where there were shots fired.  If 
you have any information you are asked to call the Springfield Police Department at 413-787-
6310.  
 
News    02/02/14   6pm       : 30 
 
22News is about to show you startling surveillance video of a Springfield convenience store 
clerk being held up by an alleged armed robber this weekend. This is the surveillance video 
that Amjad Hussain, the owner of Express Gas and Food Mart at 1107 State Street made 
available to 22News.  The clerk in the video is being robbed by the gunman, who's dressed 



entirely in black.  The video clearly shows the alleged bandit going behind the counter 
grabbing the cash from the register and stuffing it into a bag.  Hussain told 22News this was 
the first time they've been robbed in eight years.  He said the clerk was roughed up, but 
otherwise unhurt. 
 
News    02/05/14   11pm       : 30 
 
Enfield Police are looking for your help identifying two women described as "people of 
interest" in the fire and evacuation of the Enfield Square Mall last Monday.  Last week, 
Enfield police told 22news the fire started in the paper goods section of the Target store, but 
firefighters were able to put it out quickly. The Enfield Police Department sent these pictures 
to 22news.  If you know the two women in these photos, you're asked to call Enfield Police 
Detective Brian Callaghan at 860-763-8932.  
 
News    02/06/14   6pm       : 30 
 
The state House of Representatives has expelled state Representative Carlos Henriquez, 
who is serving a six-month jail sentence for assaulting a former girlfriend.  The 146-5 vote 
came after less than two hours of debate.  The expulsion takes effect immediately.  
Henriquez, a Boston Democrat, addressed the chamber just before the vote, again declaring 
his innocence.  He's the first member to be expelled from the chamber in nearly a century. 
 
News    02/06/14   6am       : 30 
 
Springfield Police are trying to sort out the stories of two stabbing victims, who each claim the 
other was trying to rob him.  Captain Trent Duda told 22News one victim was slashed in the 
face and went to a convenience store on Columbus Avenue for help.  The other victim 
showed up at a donut shop a few blocks away. He was less seriously injured.  Detectives are 
trying to figure out what really happened. 
 
News    02/07/14   6pm       : 30 
 
A man and woman have been arrested after Springfield police say they found more than 700 
bags of heroin in their car and in an apartment.  Police Sgt. John Delaney told 22News 21-
year-old Christina Monroe and 29-year-old Joshua Larace were arrested last night.  Delaney 
says Officers stopped the two while they were making delivery and found 200 bags of heroin 
in their car.  Police allegedly found another 520 bags of heroin and 2-thousand in cash during 
a search of their apartment.  Monro and Larace now face heroin distribution charges. 
 
News    02/07/14   12pm       : 30 
 
A jury has found Hell's Angels member Adam Lee Hall guilty of the murder of  
three men from Pittsfield who disappeared in the summer of 2011.  Hall was found guilty of 
three counts of murder in the first degree, in addition to other charges.  The Hampden 
Superior Court jury reached their verdict after three days of deliberation.  Hall is the first of 
three suspects to be tried for the killings of David Glasser, Edward Frampton, and Robert 



Chadwell.  The three men vanished in August of 2011and their remains were later found on 
private property in the town of Becket.  The trial was moved to Springfield from Pittsfield due 
to the great amount of publicity that the case had received in Berkshire County.  
During his trial prosecutors had said that Hall wanted Glasser killed to prevent him from 
testifying against him in an assault case.  They charge that Frampton and Chadwell were 
killed to eliminate any possible witnesses.  
 
News    02/07/14   12pm       : 30 
 
A man from Ludlow is being arraigned today, charged with animal cruelty, and his dog, a one 
year-old Pomeranian named "Scrunchy" is being treated for a fractured skull.  40 year-old 
Ricardo Costa is charged with felony cruelty or maiming of an animal.  Sgt. Daniel Valadas 
said Thursday night police received a call from a woman who said that her friend had told her 
that Costa had killed his dog.  According to Sgt. Valadas a police officer saw blood in the 
snow of the bed of a pickup truck parked in the driveway at Costa's home.  Costa led the 
officer to the garage and showed him how he had struck the animal in the head four or five 
times with a large set of pruning shears.  According to police Costa said he attacked the dog 
because it had defecated inside its cage inside the house.  
The dog is being treated at the Boston Road Animal Hospital in Springfield.  
 
News    02/07/14   7am       : 30 
 
Springfield Police Detectives are investigating an armed robbery.  It happened just before 
8:00 Saturday night at 1107 State Street.  The owner of Express Gas & Food Mart told 
22News a man dressed all in black showed a gun, held up the clerk, and robbed the store.  
Store owner Amjad Hussain told 22News it's the first time they were robbed in 8 years.  He 
showed 22News store surveillance video of the suspect as he ran behind the counter and 
grabbed cash from the register.  
 
News    02/07/14   11pm       : 30 
 
Enfield Police are looking for a man who robbed the 360 Federal Credit Union just after 2:00 
this afternoon.  Enfield Police said the suspect, pictured here, handed the teller a note 
demanding at least $3,000 dollars.  It's not clear how much he actually took.  He was last 
seen driving toward Longmeadow on Route 5 in a green and grey Ford pickup.  No weapon 
was shown.  If you recognize the man in the surveillance pictures, you're asked to call Enfield 
Police Detective Ralph Jensen at 860-763-8921.  
 
News    02/09/14   9am       : 30 
 
A man is arrested following a standoff on a bridge in Holyoke.  Holyoke police said people 
were walking across the bridge around 9 on Saturday night when they reported a man started 
to shoot at them.  Holyoke Police Lietuenant Larry Cournoyer told 22News police saw the 
man on the bridge with a gun in his hand. He refused to drop the handgun.  According to 
Lieutenant Cournoyer police drew their guns.  That led to a standoff until another officer could 
get behind the suspect and tackle him and get the gun off him. Cournoyer told 22News the 



man was arrested on charges of possession of a firearm without a license among other 
charges.  
 
News    02/09/14   6pm       : 30 
 
We now know the identity of the man accused of shooting at people on a bridge in Holyoke.  
Holyoke police told 22News the suspect is 19-year-old Edgar Zayas and he lives in Holyoke.  
Just before 9 on Saturday night police said people walking on the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial Bridge reported a man was shooting at them.  Holyoke Police Lieutenant Larry 
Cornouyer told 22News Zayas would not put his handgun down leading to a standoff with 
police.  It ended when another officer came up from behind Zayas, tackling him to the ground 
and taken away his weapon him.  Zayas faces several charges including assault with intent to 
murder and possession of a firearm without a permit.  He will be arraigned in Holyoke District 
Court on Monday.  Fortunately No one was hurt in the shooting. 
 
News    02/11/14   6pm       : 30 
 
Continuing our coverage of breaking news in Enfield Connecticut where a suspect has just 
been arrested after a standoff with police.  Just across the state border, Enfield Police 
arrested 34-year-old Timothy Doyle who's been wanted in Springfield and Holyoke.  
Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney told 22News Doyle was involved in a domestic violence 
incident just a couple days ago, on Sunday, on Olmstead Ave.  He fired a gun into the air, so 
Springfield Police had been looking for him for several charges, including firearm charges, 
assault with a weapon and other domestic violence charges.  Sgt. Delaney said Doyle was 
also wanted in Holyoke.  There was an outstanding warrant for him for credit card fraud 
charges.  
 
News    02/11/14   6pm       : 30 
 
Springfield Police are searching for a man who robbed the Liberty Tax on State Street at 
gunpoint this morning.  Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney told 22News the masked 
suspect put a gun to the head of one of the employees as they were opening the store 
around 9 this morning.  The suspect demanded the cash box, which he was given. He got 
away with an undetermined amount of money.  Anyone with information should call the 
Springfield Police Detective Bureau at 787-6355. 
 
News    02/11/14   12pm       : 30 
 
Twelve animals are recovering at an Animal Rescue League of Boston shelter, after they 
were seized as part of an animal cruelty investigation out of Ludlow. MSPCA Law 
Enforcement took the animals from Dean Manuel's Sroka Lane property Friday night. MSPCA 
officer Christine Allenberg said that the animals were living with minimal shelter, no food, and 
no running water.  The animals, which include ponies, goats, donkeys, and sheep, are now 
recuperating at the League's facility in Dedham, just south of Boston.  Manuel was arraigned 
in Palmer District Court Monday on multiple counts of cruelty to animals, as well as resisting 



arrest and assault and battery on a police officer.  
 
News    02/11/14   12pm       : 30 
 
Springfield Police are also investigating an armed robbery at a pharmacy. A suspect allegedly 
held a gun to a pharmacist's head at the CVS at 970 Saint James Ave.  The robbery took 
place just after ten Monday night and the robber took off in a car.  There were no reports of 
any injuries.  Captain Harry Kastrinakis told 22News police are looking for a Hispanic man, 
5’10” tall, 180 pounds, who was dressed in all black.  If you have any information you are 
asked to call the Springfield Police Department at the number on your screen. 
 
News    02/11/14   11pm       : 30 
 
We have breaking news out of Ludlow, where police are questioning three suspects in an 
armed home invasion.  Chicopee Police Captain Lonnie Dakin confirmed that Ludlow 
Detectives enlisted help from Chicopee Police after a violent incident on Glenwood Street in 
Ludlow tonight.  22News cameras were rolling on West Orchard Street which was blocked 
off, as Ludlow Police brought at least two men in handcuffs to see if a victim could identify 
them.  A Ludlow dispatcher confirmed that all available police personnel were investigating 
the home invasion and that police were questioning three people.  22News will continue to 
follow this story and bring you developments here and on WWLP.com. 
 
News    02/12/14   6pm       : 30 
 
Springfield Police have arrested a man who allegedly had nine pounds of pure cocaine 
shipped to him from Puerto Rico.  Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney told 22News 31 year 
old Angel Candelaria was arrested at his home on Lamont Street yesterday afternoon.  Sgt. 
Delaney says the postal authority contacted Springfield police after they found the drugs 
inside a USPS express mail parcel. The package was addressed to Candelaria.  The street 
value of the drugs is more than $100,000 dollars. 
 
News    02/12/14   6am       : 30 
 
A man from Monson is facing several charges after allegedly leading officers on a chase 
through Palmer.  The series of events started in Palmer just before midnight and ended here 
on Rt. 20 in Monson.  Palmer Police Sgt. Christopher Burns told 22News 29-year-old Robert 
Richey, from Monson is accused of breaking into the Dunkin' Donuts on North Main Street in 
Palmer just before midnight.  He also being accused of smashing out the Dunkin Donuts 
drive-through window on Main Street in the Bondsville section of town.  A silent alarm system 
triggered police to respond to the incident.  As one of the responding officers was trying to 
arrest Richey, he allegedly struck the officer with his truck, and then drove off forcing police to 
chase after him.  Fortunately that police officer was not injured when he was hit but that car 
chase went on fore more than six miles.  It ended here on Route 20 in Monson the truck 
rolled down the embankment right there.  Richey is currently at Baystate Medical Center for 
treatment, and is in police custody there.  
 



News    02/12/14   6am       : 30 
 
Police investigating a break-in at a convenience store in North Andover, Mass. didn't take 
long to find the suspect.  They said he was asleep in the ceiling. 26-year-old Justin Roeger 
allegedly broke through the front door while he was drunk stuffed a backpack full of lottery 
tickets climbed into the ceiling tiles and passed out.  Police had the store's power turned off 
because Roeger was surrounded by electrical wiring.  His brother said he has a drinking 
problem. 
 
News    02/13/14   5:30pm      : 30 
 
Northampton Police have used surveillance video from various businesses to identify the 
suspects in this weekend's BB gun shootings.  Detective Lt. Jody Kasper told 22News they've 
identified a 22 year old man from East Longmeadow and a 23 year old man from Palmer.  
Their names are not being given out.  The men were together in a vehicle when they 
allegedly shot out the storefront windows of 12 businesses.  Police also believe the men are 
connected to BB gun shootings in Palmer and Amherst.  Businesses damaged on Sunday 
night include India Palace, Local Burger, Florence Savings Bank and Sylvester's.  They will 
all have to replace storefront windows. 
 
News    02/13/14   11pm      : 30 
 
A man all dressed in black and armed with a rifle robbed a convenience store clerk in 
Springfield's Lower Forest Park neighborhood tonight.  Springfield Police Captain Trent Duda 
told 22News the robber walked into the Anbis Convenience Store on Dickinson Street at 
about 8:15 P.M. and threatened the clerk.  The robber grabbed the clerk's cell phone and ran 
out of the store.  And just before 10:30 tonight, Captain Duda said four men armed with a 
hand gun robbed a woman in her driveway as she got out of her car on Newland Street.  No 
word what was taken, and no one was hurt. 
 
News    02/14/14   6pm      : 30 
 
We also have an update tonight on the snowplow driver that struck an ATV in Huntington 
yesterday afternoon.  State Police have identified the driver as 36 year old Richard Smith of 
Worthington.  He has been charged with driving under the influence of alcohol and drugs.  
The two 19-year old men on the ATV were taken to Baystate Medical Center with serious 
injuries but they are expected to be ok.  State Police say Smith was a private plow contractor. 
 
News    02/15/14   6pm      : 30 
 
Police in Springfield say they've arrested a man who may be responsible for stealing multiple 
vehicles.  25 year old Jonathan Betancourt of Springfield was arrested.  He's charged with 
stealing a car and carrying tools that are used to steal vehicles.  Police arrested Betancourt 
after a chase at around 2:00 this morning in the Forest Park neighborhood.  Betancourt 
eventually crashed his stolen Honda into a snow bank and started running, but was 



eventually put into handcuffs.  Police say their looking into whether Betancourt may be 
connected to the theft of other Hondas in the city. 
 
News    02/15/14   6pm      : 30 
 
Also being arraigned on Tuesday, 22 year old Jean Rivera.  He's charged with trying to sell 
drugs after he was caught with 164 bags of heroin.  Rivera was arrested after trying to sneak 
out the back of his apartment in the area of 38 Johnson Street.  Rivera was out on bail for the 
same charge when he was arrested. 
 
News    02/15/14   6pm      : 30 
 
A Springfield man has been arrested and charged with animal cruelty.  Springfield Police Sgt. 
John Delaney told 22News they were called to 54 Keith Street just before midnight Friday.  
That's where this man, 30 year Robert Brown allegedly repeatedly punched his roommate’s 
dog in the face and body.  When the roommate tried to stop him Brown allegedly started to 
strangle him.  The victim was able to bite Brown to get free and call police.  Police chased 
Brown down the street where he was tackled and arrested.  Brown's charges include 
attempted murder and animal cruelty.  He'll be arraigned in Hampden County Hall of Justice 
on Tuesday. 
 
News    02/16/14   9am      : 30 
 
Police are searching for two suspects after an armed robbery in Springfield Saturday night  
Sgt. Kenneth Murray of the Springfield Detectives bureau told 22news that around six o'clock 
Saturday night, two black men wearing ski masks entered the Honeyland Farms on Belmont 
Avenue.  Both of the suspects had a gun and ordered the clerk to empty the register.  
According to Sgt. Murray, after stealing the money from the register the two men left out the 
back of the store. Anyone with information is asked to contact the Springfield Police 
Department Detective Bureau at 413-787-6355. 
 
News    02/17/14   6pm      : 30 
 
Longmeadow Police have arrested one suspect, and are searching for another who they 
believe broke into several cars.  Longmeadow Police have arrested 18 year old Billy Alicea 
Cruz of Springfield.  And right now they are following up on many leads on the second 
suspect, who was seen with Cruz just last night here on Quinnehtuk Road.  Cruz and his 
partner allegedly broke in to 6 cars.  They stole GPS devices, satellite radio, wallets and 
jewelry.  Lt. Fontaine said all these cars were unlocked.  The thieves were targeting anything 
they can easily grab.  Lt. Fontaine told 22News everyone should lock their cars even if the 
car's parked in the driveway. 
 
News    02/17/14   6am      : 30 
 
Another man is charged for an armed robbery, during which a store owner was brutally 
stabbed and beaten.  The arrest comes more than a year after it occurred.  The alleged 



accomplice in the robbery, 42-year-old Ivan Laguna of Springfield was convicted and 
sentenced in December of last year to 8-12 years in prison.  The Judge at the time said 
"these crimes were committed in a particularly brutal, terrifying manner."  It was February 8th 
last year when the armed robbery occurred here at "The Source of New York" on High Street.  
Now, a year later, 27-year-old Alfredo Aldeco has been arrested in connection to that 
robbery.  One of the warrants for his arrest charges him with intent to murder, and assault by 
means of a dangerous weapon.  In that robbery, the businesses owner was stabbed and 
beaten.  Holyoke police finally found Aldeco during a traffic stop on Nick Cosmos Way this 
past Saturday and arrested him without problems.  Police said he was also in possession of 
cocaine at the time of the arrest.  Aldeco is expected to be arraigned in Holyoke District Court 
tomorrow.  
 
News    02/19/14   6pm      : 30 
 
It was back to business today at Baystate Medical Center in Springfield, just hours after a 
suspect in a standoff took his own life in the parking lot of the hospital.  We want to take you 
through the timeline of how this situation unfolded. Springfield Police were called to Baystate 
around 7:30 last night for a gunshot victim.  Sgt. John Delaney told 22News 54 year old 
Eddie Bonafe (Bonna-fay) had shot his wife in West Springfield and then took her to the 
hospital.  Bonafe, who was distraught over the shooting, stayed in his car with a gun to his 
head. Police negotiated with him for more than four hours.  Bonafe shot himself just after 
midnight and died a short time later. 
 
News    02/19/14   4:30am      : 30 
 
After more than 4 hours, the man in a standoff with police at Baystate Medical Center shot 
himself and later died in the ER Trauma Unit.  According to Springfield Police Commissioner 
William Fitchet, the standoff ended just after midnight.  The 54-year-old West Springfield man 
had shot himself in the head while inside his car in the parking lot outside the Baystate 
Medical Center Emergency Room.  Officers rushed to the car and performed first aid right 
away on the man, and rushed him to the Baystate ER Trauma Unit where they determined he 
was dead at 12:23 a.m., according to Springfield Police Department Sgt. John Delaney.  No 
shots were fired by police; Springfield and West Springfield negotiators attempted to talk the 
man down, "but the situation ended tragically," said Commissioner Fitchet.  Springfield Police 
Sgt. John Delaney told 22News late Tuesday night that the Emergency Room at Baystate 
Medical Center was on partial lock down after the man shot his wife in West Springfield and 
brought her to the hospital.  Sgt. Delaney said after an argument on Piper Road in West 
Springfield, around 7:30 Tuesday night, the man shot his wife while driving a car. The man 
drove his wife to the Baystate ER, but did not enter the hospital.  The wife told police she 
thought she was in a car accident and called 911, said Sgt. Delaney.  She did not realize that 
she had been shot. The wife is in stable condition, and suffered one gun shot wound.  She is 
expected to be okay. 
 
News    02/21/14   6pm       : 30 
 



Longmeadow police have arrested a second suspect accused of breaking into several cars in 
town.  Longmeadow police Sgt. Robert stocks told 22news 18 year old Angel Cosme was 
arrested this morning at his home in Springfield. Sgt. Stocks says Cosme, along with 18-year 
old Billy Alicea-Cruz, broke into at least 7 vehicles earlier this month and stole numerous 
items including jewelry, money, phones and other electronics.  Alicea-Cruz was arrested last 
week. 
 
News    02/21/14   6pm       : 30 
 
State Police have arrested a Level 3 Sex Offender on child rape charges.  State Police say 
51-year-old Daniel Burnett of Brimfield sexually assaulted a minor at his home multiple times 
between September 2013 and January of this year.  Burnett has been charged with rape and 
abuse of a child and indecent assault and battery on a child under 14.  The Hampden County 
District Attorney's Office is asking anyone with additional information on Burnett to call State 
Police Detectives at 413- 505-5993. 
 
News    02/23/14   7am       : 30 
 
State Police say they stopped a GMC Yukon just after 6 in the evening, and inside, found 
bags of marijuana, a .45-caliber gun, a stun gun, 368 bags of possible heroin, 102 grams of 
cocaine and some Percocet pills.  28 year old Juan Pacheco Jr. of Holyoke was the driver.  
He was arrested and is being held on $100,000 bail until his arraignment on Monday. 
 
News    02/23/14   7am       : 30 
 
The State Police just released details on an arrest they made on Thursday. Trooper Derek 
Cormier of the Springfield Barracks told 22News they pulled over a Mazda pickup truck in 
Springfield just before 3:30 in the afternoon for a motor vehicle violation.  Inside the vehicle 
they found a .25-caliber semi-automatic pistol, Oxycodone pills and five ounces of pot.  The 
driver, 24 year old Alexis Alicia of Springfield, is being held on bail. 
 
News    02/23/14   11pm       : 30 
 
Two people were detained for questioning during a shoplifting call to the Best Buy in Hadley. 
Hadley Police officer Douglas Costa told 22News they were called to the store around 5:15.  
They detained two people, one of whom had a knife.  No one was arrested and no one was 
hurt.  Police say they're investigating.  No other details were available. 
 
News    02/24/14   6pm       : 30 
 
It's a 300-year-old work of art that was stolen from Amherst College almost 40 years ago.  
Three centuries-old paintings were stolen from Amherst College's Mead Art Museum in 
February of 1975.  The FBI recovered two of them in Illinois in 1989.  The third is still missing.  
The Mead Art Museum holds nearly 20,000 works of art from every culture on earth; starting 
in ancient Egypt.  The missing painting is from Flemish artist Jan Baptist Lambrechts.  The 



museum's director says they believe the work of art was created in the late 1600’s or early 
1700’s. 
 
News    02/25/14   6pm       : 30 
 
A second suspect in the killings of three men in Berkshire County in 2011 is scheduled to go 
on trial in April.  On Monday, a judge set a date of April 22 for the murder trial of David 
Chalue.  The 46-year old is accused of helping Adam Lee Hall kidnap and kill three Pittsfield 
men in August 2011.  Hall was convicted this month of three counts of first-degree murder.  
Three men were charged with the slayings while a fourth was charged with helping dispose of 
the bodies. 
 
News    02/25/14   6pm       : 30 
 
A man who stabbed an 84 year-old World War II veteran during a home invasion in 
Springfield will spend the next 25 to 30 years in prison.  20 year old Roberto Hill, Jr. pleaded 
guilty last week to charges including armed home invasion and assault and battery with a 
knife.  Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney told 22News Hill stabbed the elderly man after 
breaking into his Garfield Street home last March.  The victim suffered serious wounds but 
did recover. 
 
News    02/27/14   6pm       : 30 
 
Springfield Police say a gun stolen from West Springfield was recovered during a traffic stop 
in their city.  Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney told 22News Jose Rivera was arrested last 
night after a traffic stop in the South End.  Officers allegedly found a loaded smith and 
Wesson pistol during a search of his car. West Springfield Police Captain Thomas Wilkinson 
told 22News the gun was stolen during a house break in town. Police also allegedly found 
more than 400 bags of heroin inside Rivera's car. 
 
News    02/28/14   6pm       : 30 
 
Springfield Police say they discovered a sophisticated marijuana growing operation while 
answering a domestic disturbance call overnight.  Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney told 
22News police found more than 160 marijuana plants growing in the basement of the home 
at 129 Appleton Street.  Police arrested 34-year old Son Hong Nguyen on multiple charges 
including cultivating marijuana and domestic assault and battery.  Detectives estimated the 
crop's value in the 100-thousand dollar range. 
 
News    03/01/14   6am       : 30 
 
Springfield Police arrested a reputed gang member Friday who was wanted on a warrant for 
armed burglary.  According to Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney,24-year-old Joseph 
Darco, was arrested Friday at his home on Walnut Street.  Police entered his house and 
found Darco in a front room.  Police chased him into a rear bedroom and subdued him as he 
was reaching under the bed for a loaded .38-caliber handgun.  In addition to the warrant 



charge, Darco was also charged with possession of a firearm without a license, and 
possession of cocaine with intent to distribute.  He is scheduled to be arraigned Monday in 
Springfield District Court. 
 
News    03/01/14   11pm       : 30 
 
The same State Trooper that made that arrest in Springfield on Thursday also made a similar 
arrest on Friday in Holyoke.  State Police say they stopped a GMC Yukon just after 6 in the 
evening, and inside, found bags of marijuana, a .45-caliber gun, a stun gun, 368 bags of 
possible heroin, 102 grams of cocaine and some Percocet pills.  28 year old Juan Pacheco 
Jr. of Holyoke was the driver.  He was arrested and is being held on $100,000 bail until his 
arraignment on Monday. 
 
News    03/01/14   11pm       : 30 
 
The State Police just released details on an arrest they made on Thursday. Trooper Derek 
Cormier of the Springfield Barracks told 22News they pulled over a Mazda pickup truck in 
Springfield just before 3:30 in the afternoon for a motor vehicle violation.  Inside the vehicle 
they found a .25-caliber semi-automatic pistol, Oxycodone pills and five ounces of pot.  The 
driver, 24 year old Alexis Alicia of Springfield, is being held on bail. 
 
News    03/02/14   6pm       : 30 
 
Springfield police are still searching for two people involved in a shooting and car accident 
overnight.  Police Captain Harry Kastrinakis told 22News there was a shooting around 12:20 
this morning in the area of 45 School Street near downtown Springfield.  Police say a 2002 
Saturn was shot at, then caused an accident at the State and Chestnut Streets intersection 
downtown.  He says the driver of the Saturn got away.  Kastrinakis said they're now 
searching for that driver and the suspected gunman.  The gunman is described as a Hispanic 
man with a red hooded sweatshirt.  If you know anything you're asked to call police at 787-
6325. 
 
News    03/03/14   6pm       : 30 
 
State Police found nearly 600 bags of heroin during a traffic stop on Interstate 91 in Franklin 
County over the weekend.  State Police say they pulled over a car for motor vehicle violations 
on I-91 in Deerfield late Saturday afternoon.  During a search of the car, troopers allegedly 
found 591 bags of heroin and four ecstasy pills.  The car's passenger, 26 year old Ashley 
Trevorrow of Bellows Falls, Vermont, claimed ownership of the drugs and was taken into 
custody.  The car's driver was issued a criminal complaint and released. 
 
News    03/03/14   6pm       : 30 
 
Belchertown Police need your help finding a man wanted for an alleged violent assault on his 
girlfriend.  Belchertown Police Detective John Raymer told 22News an arrest warrant has 
been issued for 38 year old Orlando Rodriguez. He's accused of violently attacking and 



wounding his girlfriend on February 27th. Police believe Rodriguez is in Springfield or 
Holyoke.  He drives a white, Jeep Cherokee with license plate 699WA5.  If you see 
Rodriguez, call Belchertown Police at 323-6685. 
 
News    03/04/14   6pm       : 30 
 
Shutting down a drug house by keeping the customers out.  Holyoke police are making an 
unprecedented number of trespassing arrests at one building.  Drug users looking for their fix 
at this South Holyoke apartment building found themselves in handcuffs instead.  Holyoke's 
Police chief called this apartment building on Adams Street a drug warehouse and a 
headache for years.  The property owner then hired some Holyoke cops to help get rid of the 
drug problem at the building.  In short order, the drug dealers left the building, but the drug 
buyers kept coming, we ended up making arrests 110 of them.  Holyoke's police chief told 
22News a lot of these problems are site specific, so when they take out the location, the 
operation begins to crumble.  This building has 20 apartments, only five are being rented. 
More than half of the people arrested weren't even from Holyoke.  Chief Neiswanger says the 
drug dealers didn't live there, but they ran their business out of the building.  Chief 
Neiswanger told 22News they have strategies in place to make sure the building doesn't turn 
back into a heroin haven when there aren't as many cops around.  
 
News    03/04/14   11pm       : 30 
 
Suffield, Connecticut Police are hoping someone will recognize a shoplifting suspect who 
grabbed a lot of merchandise from the Mountain Road CVS.  More than $1,200 dollars worth 
of items were taken last Thursday.  A lot of it, expensive small items: Crest White Strips, 
Oral-B toothbrush heads, Gillette razors, and electric trimmers.  The man was driving a red 
ford pickup with Massachusetts plates.  He is also suspected of similar crimes in Enfield and 
Agawam.  If you recognize the man in these pictures, you're asked to contact Suffield Police 
at (860) 668-3870. 
 
News    03/06/14   6pm       : 30 
 
Springfield Police say they arrested seven people during three simultaneous raids in the city's 
North End.  Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney told 22News detectives raided two homes 
on Orchard Street and an apartment on Division Street yesterday afternoon.   They 
confiscated heroin, cocaine, prescription pills, marijuana and more than $4,000 dollars in 
cash. The suspects face multiple charges including possession with intent to distribute and 
conspiracy. One of the suspect's mug shot's was not available. 
 
News    03/06/14   6pm       : 30 
 
A Ludlow Police Lieutenant was indicted today for stealing and tampering with drug evidence, 
as well as possession of cocaine.  49 year old Lt. Thomas Foye is accused of stealing 
cocaine from the Ludlow Police Department evidence locker. He has been on paid leave 
since he was arrested last August at the Ludlow Police Station.  He was also ordered to 



surrender his service weapon.  The attorney general's office says Foye will be arraigned in 
Hampshire Superior Court at a later date. 
 
News    03/07/14   6pm       : 30 
 
Springfield Police say they've taken another heroin dealer off the street.  Springfield Police 
Sgt. John Delaney told 22News police arrested 26 year old Anabal Vazquez at a raid on his 
Governor Street home yesterday.  Sgt. Delaney said police seized more than 150 bags of 
heroin, handgun, two rifles, ammunition and more than three-thousand dollars in cash.  
Vazquez faces several charges including possession of heroin with intent to distribute. 
 
News    03/07/14   5pm       : 30 
 
A 32-year-old man was sentenced to life in prison without the possibility of parole for stabbing 
and killing his girlfriend hours after she celebrated her 25th birthday. Jose Santiago was 
convicted Thursday of first-degree murder for killing Jessica Rojas in March 2012.  This is 
video of Santiago at a previous court appearance. Rojas, a mother of four, was studying 
criminal justice in college and had just started a job at the city Law Department when she was 
killed. 
 
News    03/08/14   9am       : 30 
 
One man has been arrested after a high speed chase took police through three towns.  State 
police Sergeant Michael Andrews told 22News that the chase started around 12:30 this 
morning on Route-291 when a trooper attempted to stop the vehicle for a routine traffic 
violation.  The chase took police through Agawam, West Springfield and Springfield until it 
ended when the driver crashed on south end bridge.  According to Sergeant Andrews, two 
passengers that were in the car were not seriously hurt and have been released.  Police 
believe the driver did not pull over because of an active arrest warrant out of New York State. 
 
News    03/09/14   9am       : 30 
 
One man has been arrested after he beat a McDonald’s employee with a gun. Springfield 
police Lt. Henry Gagnon told 22news, 24 year old Crane Diaz of Springfield went into the 
McDonalds at 809 Boston Road just before 2:00 this morning.  According to Lt. Gagnon, Diaz 
assaulted a 23 year old employee of the restaurant with a handgun.  Police arrested Diaz and 
charged him with assault with a dangerous weapon. 
 
News    03/10/14   6pm       : 30 
 
Police need your help finding an inmate who allegedly walked away from his pre-release 
program just three days before his sentence was supposed to end.  Stephen O'Neil from the 
Hampden County Sheriff's Office told 22News they are searching for 38 year-old Jason 
Moran.  O'Neil says Moran was dropped-off this morning at the bus station so that he could 
go to a worksite but he never showed up.  Moran is described as a dark-skinned man, about 



6’2”.  He is bald, has brown eyes and tattoos on his right arm. If you have any information, 
you are asked to call Springfield Police at 787-6325. 
 
News    03/11/14   6pm       : 30 
 
The state's highest court has upheld the first-degree murder conviction of a Greenfield man 
who confessed to the deadly stabbings of two people staying in his apartment.  Robin 
Anthony Hoose is serving life in prison after being convicted in the 2007 murders of Irene 
Pierce of Turners Falls and Frank Blanchard of Springfield.  Hoose argued in his appeal the 
trial judge should not have denied his motion to suppress his statements.  The Supreme 
Judicial Court rejected his arguments and declined to overturn or reduce his convictions. 
 
News    03/12/14   6pm       : 30 
 
Springfield Police say they arrested a woman who was delivering heroin as if it were pizza.   
Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney told 22News 26 year old Jacqueline Perez was arrested 
last night after making two separate heroin deliveries.  Sgt. Delaney said customers would 
contact Perez by phone and she would deliver the drugs like she was making pizza 
deliveries.  Perez has been charged with distribution of heroin and possession of heroin with 
intent to distribute. 
 
News    03/12/14   6pm       : 30 
 
An inmate who allegedly walked away from a pre-release work program has been found and 
returned to jail.  The Hampden County Sheriff's Office said 38 year old Jason Moran was 
captured in Springfield around 10:30 last night.  Moran never checked-in Monday after he 
was dropped off at the bus station to go to a worksite.  The Sherriff's office said Moran had 
only three days left on his sentence when he didn't show up for work.  
 
News    03/13/14   6pm       : 30 
 
Police have charged a Springfield man with indecent exposure after he ran naked through a 
North End neighborhood.  Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney told 22News 35 year old Jose 
Monge stripped down to only his sox after he got into an accident near the intersection of 
West and Avocado Streets Wednesday afternoon.  He then ran down Plainfield Street, where 
a police officer directing traffic spotted him.  Sgt. Delaney says Monge told police that he had 
borrowed some painkillers from a neighbor for shoulder pain, and they made him act crazy. 
 

News    03/14/14   11pm       : 30 
 

A Franklin County man is accused of trying to strangle his girl friend.  Sunderland Police 
Patrolwoman Brenda Tozloski told 22News 24-year-old Matthew Collaro faces several 
charges including attempted murder.  Tozloski said she arrested Collaro this past Sunday at 
Cliffside Apartments on Amherst Road. 
 
News    03/14/14   11pm       : 30 
 



A man wanted for attempted murder and mayhem is awaiting rendition back to Belchertown 
from Arizona.  A Belchertown Police news release sent to 22News said Orlando "Danny" 
Rodriguez was arrested Tuesday after they traced his cell phone to Eagar, Arizona.  
Rodriguez is wanted in connection with a violent knife attack on a woman in Belchertown last 
month.  He's charged with Mayhem, Assault to Murder, and assault with a knife and other 
charges.  Arrangements are being made to return Rodriguez back to Massachusetts. 
 
News    03/15/14   9am       : 30 
 
A car was found wrecked, dragging down telephone pole wires with it, but no driver could be 
found.  Just before one this morning in the Berkshire County town of Egremont, officer 
Edward Pezze told 22news a car drove down Prospect Lake Road and rolled over, hitting a 
telephone pole.  The driver got out and ran from the area.  Police say they have a good idea 
of who that person is, but they're still searching for him or her.  Prospect Lake Road was shut 
down due to wires that fell from the pole into the street. 
 
News    03/17/14   6pm       : 30 
 
State Police say they arrested three people on heroin and cocaine trafficking charges after a 
traffic stop in Auburn.  State Police say they pulled over a car on Route 290 last night for 
committing traffic violations.  During a search of the car, troopers allegedly found 100 grams 
Heroin and 60 grams of Cocaine.  The driver, 24-year old Paul Henry of Dorchester, was 
arrested and charged with trafficking. His two passengers from Brooklyn, New York are 
facing the same charges. 
 
News    03/18/14   6pm       : 30 
 
The former Hampden County Superior Court assistant clerk has pleaded not guilty to stealing 
thousands of dollars in bail money.   William Eason was released on personal recognizance 
after pleading not guilty this morning to charges of use of an official position to secure 
unwarranted privilege and larceny over $250.  As part of his duties, Eason collected bail 
money.  Eason's lawyer, former Hampden County District Attorney William Bennett, said all of 
the money was repaid. 
 
News    03/18/14   6pm       : 30 
 
Springfield Police are searching for a man who robbed a bank in Indian Orchard today.    
Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney told 22News the man walked into the United Bank 
Branch on Main Street in shortly after 11 this morning, implied he had a weapon, grabbed 
some cash and then ran out of the bank.  Police didn't say how much he got away with.  
He's a thin white man in his 20's.  If you recognize him, you're asked to call Springfield Police 
at 787-6355. 
 
News    03/21/14   6pm       : 30 
 



No arrests have been made after a shooting overnight in Holyoke wounded a man.  Holyoke 
Police Sergeant Charles Monfett told 22news a man was found shot at an apartment at 569 
South Canal Street early this morning.  He was rushed to Baystate Medical Center this 
morning.  There is no word on his condition.  Anyone with information is asked to call Holyoke 
Criminal Investigation Bureau at 413-536-6431. 
 
News    03/21/14   6pm       : 30 
 
Springfield Police are still searching for someone who shot two people on Mulberry Street this 
morning.  Springfield police Captain Harry Kastrinakis told 22News two people were found 
shot just before 2:30 this morning.  One person was shot in the stomach.  They were rushed 
to Baystate Medical Center and had surgery for their wounds.  Police found a gun nearby but 
it is not clear if it was involved in the shooting. 
 
News    03/21/14   6pm       : 30 
 
Police in Springfield are investigating a death.  Springfield Police are not releasing much 
information.  What we know is that they were called to a home at 48 Agnes Street just before 
1:00 this afternoon.  Springfield Police Captain Mark Anthony told 22News one person died, 
and the Detective Bureau is trying to figure out how it happened.  Agnes Street is part of the 
city's East Forest Park neighborhood.  
 
News    03/22/14   6pm       : 30 
 
A large shipment of Heroin allegedly headed to Vermont got no further than Holyoke.  State 
Police made the most of a routine traffic stop on Interstate 91 North in Holyoke.  Trooper 
Noah Pack confiscated 1,400 packets of heroin when he arrested 41 year old Nicole Farone 
of South Wallingford, Vermont.  She was allegedly taking the heroin to Vermont to sell the 
deadly drug when the trooper stopped her car for a minor traffic infraction. 
 
News    03/22/14   6pm       : 30 
 
Springfield Narcotics detectives put a heroin operation out of business, during one of several 
highly coordinated actions across Massachusetts which involved the state police.  Detectives 
raided a home on Mill Street in the Lower Forest Park section of the city overnight.  They 
confiscated: 1,000 bags of heroin, and more than one hundred thousand dollars in cash.  
They arrested 26 year old Angel Orengo who allegedly used the house on Mill Street as a 
drug factory.  State Police have said that during the past four months, a drug overdose has 
taken the lives of nearly two hundred heroin users. 
 
News    03/24/14   6pm       : 30 
 
A man accused of stabbing a bouncer after a fight outside a Springfield nightclub this 
weekend has been charged with assault and battery.  Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney 
told 22News 34 year old Davey Pagan of Springfield stabbed the bouncer outside the 
Aquarius Nightclub on State Street early Sunday morning. Sgt. Delaney said officers 



recovered a bloody knife inside Pagan's car.  The bouncer was stabbed on the side of his 
abdomen and is expected to recover. 
 
News    03/25/14   6pm       : 30 
 
An alleged heroin dealer is being held on $200,000 dollars cash bail.  26-year-old Angel 
Orengo pleaded not guilty to numerous charges in Springfield District Court Monday.  
Springfield police raided Orengo's home around 8:30 p.m. Friday and seized $15,000 dollars 
worth of heroin, a stolen gun and $107,000 dollars in cash.  Investigators described Orengo 
as a high-level drug dealer responsible for supplying heroin to dealers throughout western 
Massachusetts. 
 
News    03/25/14   6am       : 30 
 
For the third time this year an Amherst teacher has been targeted in what the school is calling 
a hate crime  Principal Mark Jackson here at Amherst Regional High School told 22News a 
student found a graffiti message on the bathroom wall and he's calling that message a hate 
crime.  Jackson said that the graffiti had an African American teacher's name and the "n" 
word.  The school is working with police to figure out who wrote the message.  In the 
meantime the school had an assembly to discuss their no-tolerance policy and a detailed 
letter was sent home to parents.  This is the third time this year the same teacher has been 
targeted.  Principal Jackson said she is devastated and she has not returned to school yet 
since the incident happened. 
 
News    03/26/14   6pm       : 30 
 
Springfield Police say they busted a drug dealer who had set up shop outside the Peter Pan 
Bus station on Main Street.  Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney told 22News 40 year old 
Sandra Soto of Chicopee was arrested for selling a sedative called clonazepam outside the 
bus station.  Police also arrested two of her alleged customers, Curtis Centracchio of Holyoke 
and Jonathon Hamborg of West Springfield.  Sgt. Delaney said the two men had bought three 
dozen pills right before their arrest. 
 
News    03/26/14   6pm       : 30 
 
Westfield Police arrested a man who allegedly set a fire in his own bedroom closet.  State 
Fire Marshal Spokeswoman Jennifer Mieth told 22News 50-year old James Gagon was 
arrested for setting a fire Monday night in his apartment at 306 Elm St.  The building is used 
as a group home run by the Behavioral Health Network.  Police Lt. David Ragazzini told our 
media partner, The Westfield News that Gagnon admitted he had been upset with a staff 
member when he set fire. No one was injured. 
 
News    03/26/14   6am       : 30 
 
A 23-year-old man is recovering in the hospital this morning after being shot in the neck in 
Holyoke.  Police were able to arrest two men allegedly involved in the shooting.  Police were 



nearby at the time of the shooting and chased two men allegedly involved who drove away. 
The car crashed near the intersection of Gates and Chapin Street, about a block away from 
the Peck School.  The two men arrested were 24-year-old Osvaldo Vargas and 18-year-old 
Damien Alvarado; both are from Holyoke.  Lt. Albert said police found a 9mm pistol that was 
thrown out during the chase and several packets of heroin.  Lt. Albert said one of the men 
arrested is a known gang member.  Both men face assault and battery charges by means of 
a dangerous weapon and numerous firearms charges.  Police will be holding a briefing on the 
arrests this afternoon.  
 
News    03/26/14   11pm       : 30 
 
Those Holyoke shooting arrests were the second set of arrests for State Police who were 
assisting Easthampton Police.  State Trooper Todd Nolan told 22News that State Police 
stopped a car carrier truck on River Road in Agawam as part of an "agency assist" to the 
Easthampton Police just before five tonight.  After stopping the car carrier in Agawam, they 
arrested two people and brought them back to Easthampton P.D.  Trooper Nolan said It's part 
of a long term Easthampton investigation, but he did not know what the investigation 
concerned.  He said the troopers involved were tied to the Hampden County District 
Attorney's Office. 
 
News    03/27/14   6pm       : 30 
 
Springfield Police need your help identifying a bank robbery suspect.  Springfield Police Sgt. 
John Delaney told 22News this man walked into the TD bank on Boston Road near the 
Wilbraham line just after five o'clock last night.  He handed the teller a note demanding 
money and no weapon was shown.  He got away money with police didn't say how much.  If 
you recognize this man, call the Springfield Police detective Bureau at 787-6355 or you can 
anonymously text a tip. 
 
News    03/27/14   5pm       : 30 
 
Springfield Police have arrested the man who allegedly grabbed an officer's gun during a 
domestic disturbance, causing the gun to discharge.  Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney 
told 22News 20 year old Daneshell Cruz confronted police with a gun in the hallway of his 
girlfriend's apartment on Ft. Pleasant Avenue around 7:30 last night.  Sgt. Delaney said Cruz 
dropped his gun after a struggle with police but then grabbed for one of the officer's guns, 
causing it to go off.  No one was hit. 
 
News    03/28/14   6pm       : 30 
 
Springfield Police say they've taken a heroin dealer off the streets who was selling drugs to 
customers in the six corners neighborhood.  Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney told 
22News 22 year old Joshua Ortiz was arrested yesterday morning after officers set up 
surveillance and caught him selling drugs.  At the time of his arrest, Sgt. Delaney said Ortiz 
was carrying 100 bags of heroin, a large bag of cocaine and marijuana, as well as a few 
hundred dollars in cash. 



 
News    03/28/14   6pm       : 30 
 
A 22News follow-up, an alleged drug trafficking kingpin is back on the street tonight.  A 
federal judge released Javier Gonzalez on $1 million bond today. 22News was there when he 
was arrested in Agawam on Tuesday.  The DEA found more than three kilograms of cocaine, 
and $1 million dollars in cash in a tractor trailer car carrier.  The criminal complaint claims that 
Gonzalez, who owns JGL Truck Sales in Holyoke, hauled cocaine and heroin from Texas to 
Massachusetts using his tractor trailer car carrier associated with his business. To get out of 
prison, Gonzalez put up several properties and had to give up his passport. 
 
News    03/28/14   6pm       : 30 
 
Holyoke Police have arrested three men in connection with a murder in the street last year.  
Now police need your help finding a fourth suspect.  Holyoke Police Lt. Jim Albert told 
22News Rolando Colon, Joshua Santos, and Jose Santiago has been arrested in connection 
with the shooting death of Juan Quinones last June.  Quinone was shot near the intersection 
of Cabot and South Summer Streets. Police are still searching for 24-year old Jose 
Rodriguez, also known as "Bugout." A murder warrant has been issued for his arrest.  Lt. 
Albert said Rodriguez is considered armed and dangerous. If you see him, dial 911. 
 
News    03/29/14   6pm       : 30 
 
People living in the Plumtree Road area of Springfield's East Forest Park neighborhood 
expressed concern for their safety today.  There was an overnight home invasion not far from 
where they live.  67 Dayton Street is where the home invasion took place, just after midnight 
according to Police Captain Harry Kastrinakis.  Two young men believed to be between 18 
and 24 reportedly put a gun to the homeowner's head and used the gun to hit him across the 
face. Ambulance medics treated the homeowner who didn't have to go to the hospital.  
Captain Kastrinakis said the two who invaded the man's home got away with some valuables.   
 
News    03/29/14   9am       : 30 
 
Two men have been arrested after leading police on a chase through the streets of Holyoke.  
Holyoke police Sgt. Charles Monfett told 22news that just before 6:00 this morning. Police 
tried to pull over a car for a routine traffic stop on Maple Street.  The driver did not stop and 
sped through several alleyways. According to Sgt. Monfett the chase ended when the driver 
crashed at the intersection of Suffolk Street and Linden Street. The two men only had minor 
injuries.  Police found a gun in the car and neither of the two men had a license to carry a 
firearm.  Both men will be arraigned in Holyoke District court on firearms charges, while the 
driver will face an additional charge of failure to stop for a police office. 
 
News    03/29/14   9am       : 30 
 
Holyoke Police are searching for a 23-year-old man wanted in the shooting of a 16-year-old 
boy on South Canal Street earlier this week.  Lieutenant Jim Albert told 22News Holyoke 



Police want to find Michael Santiago, who goes by the nick-name "Mexico."  Lt. Albert said 
Santiago is wanted for assault & battery with a handgun, home invasion, and an armed 
assault in a dwelling.  He is considered armed and dangerous.  If you see him, you're asked 
to call 911 or the Holyoke Detective Squad. 
 
News    03/30/14   6pm       : 30 
 
Concerned residents in Springfield this morning heard six gunshots in their Maple High Six 
Corners Springfield neighborhood.  It was just after 5:00 this morning when police questioned 
passersby’s on Dexter Street.  The officers found bullet casings to confirm what neighbors 
had heard.  Police Captain Harry Kastinakis told 22News, no one was hit by the gunshots, 
and no one was arrested.  Police Lt. Robert Moynihan said witnesses believe someone in a 
red car passing through Dexter Street fired the shots.  Police never found the car or the 
gunman. 
 
News    03/31/14   6pm       : 30 
 
Springfield Police have made an arrest in the city's first homicide on 2014. Springfield Police 
Sgt. John Delaney told 22News 45 year old Frederick Pinney was arrested this afternoon for 
the death of 29 year old Tayclair Moore.  Sgt. Delaney said police found Moore lifeless body 
inside the home at 48 Agnes Street on March 23rd.  An autopsy later determined that she 
had been strangled. Pinney will be arraigned on a murder charge tomorrow morning in 
Springfield District Court. 
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News    01/09/14   6pm           : 30 
 
Mohawk Trail Regional Superintendent Michael Buoniconti has been given the green light to 
research a switch to a four-day school week.  Buoniconti says a four-day week in other 
school systems across the country has led to substantial savings in transportation and utility 
costs, as well as better student performance.  Concerns include a longer school day, the 
impact on working parents and a possible loss of pay for bus drivers, cafeteria workers and 
others. 
 
News    01/15/14   5pm           : 30 
 
A unique, education policy report out this week grades states on how well their schools 
promote academic growth.  But as 22News Reporter Juli McDonald tells us, there was no 
gold star for Massachusetts, in fact, not one of the 50 states earned an 'A.'  D+. That's 
Massachusetts' grade on the new State Policy Report Card from the 'StudentsFirst' advocacy 
group.  The Bay State ranked 21st on the list, with an overall GPA of 1.48.  Massachusetts 
certainly isn't alone though; the nation as a whole got a D+ and the majority of states 
received D’s and F’s. The report graded the 50 states on three things: how well they attract 
and retain quality teachers, give parents access to clear information, and how they spend 
public funds on schools and on teachers.  Louisiana and Florida scored the highest grade, B-, 
for factors like evaluation systems that recognize teacher and principal achievements and 
also address what's not working.  By supporting teacher development, those states serve 
students better.  Massachusetts lost points for prioritizing seniority in faculty decisions, rather 
than what works best in the classroom.  The report also found Massachusetts to be a little too 
flexible in the way districts and schools can spend their resources. It recommended districts 
be required to base their spending on student academic outcomes.  
 
News    01/23/14   6pm           : 30 
 
A local high school is getting ready to offer virtual classes.  These online classes will begin for 
the spring semester, January 29th.  The courses will expand upon many of the high schools 
electives.  So far, 25 students are enrolled.  They can take up to 30; the other seats may be 
filled with middle school students.  The virtual classes will allow more flexibility for completing 
assignments but students won't actually see their teachers. They get scored by teacher 
across the country and then those scores get reported back to the district.  
 
News    01/25/14   6pm           : 30 
 



One of Western Massachusetts newest charter schools put on a science fair today that 
dazzled the judges.  This was their fifth annual science fair.  These students hope to follow 
earlier graduates who now attend some of America's top colleges for scientific study.  11th 
grader Jarred Beaucheman of Springfield developed a machine functioning in water and 
here's how it works.  It breaks down water through the process of electrolysis and then it 
breaks it down and turns it back into water completely reusable and clean actually.  The 
Judges, all professionals in various scientific fields, told 22News, they're impressed with the 
projects developed by these math and science savvy young people.  Among their highly 
sophisticated science projects were for example, studying a way of finding out which blood 
types are common among fish and on which surface does a hovercraft move most quickly.  
The teachers who fuel their curiosity are proud of their accomplishments.  The Hampden 
Charter School of Science opened its doors in Chicopee six years ago.  Since then the 
school has attracted many Western Massachusetts students gifted in Math as well as 
science.  
 
News    01/27/14   6pm           : 30 
 
The dropout rate in Springfield has decreased to a record low.  The state Department of 
Education released the new numbers a few hours ago.  In Springfield, the dropout rate has 
decreased to 6.5%.  Springfield Public Schools Superintendent Daniel Warwick told 22News 
that is a significant decrease from 2008 and 2009, when nearly 10% of Springfield students 
dropped out.  Meantime the graduation rate went up slightly to 59% for the Class of 2012.  
For the Class of 2011, the graduation rate was 57%.  Warwick said programs, such as the 
ninth grade academy and online courses have helped to keep more students in school. 
 
News    01/29/14   6pm           : 30 
 
22News reported last October that the state could take over Holyoke's Morgan Elementary 
School.   State Education Commissioner Mitchell Chester chose a non profit group called 
Project GRAD to implement a turnaround plan here at the Morgan School in Holyoke.  Last 
year, Commissioner Chester designated the Morgan School; along with 3 other schools in the 
state, as Level 5 schools, meaning those schools are "chronically underperforming."  
Commissioner Chester told 22News Project GRAD has worked with Dean Technical High 
School in Holyoke.  And he wanted the same group to work with the Morgan School as well.  
Chester also said he has some "grave concerns" for Holyoke. 
 
News    01/30/14   5:30pm          : 30 
 
An out-of-state agency will take over Holyoke's Morgan school this summer, in an effort to get 
the school back on track meeting state academic standards.  Holyoke parents dropped their 
Morgan School students off Thursday morning for the first time since learning about some 
major changes coming this summer.  A Houston-based non profit called Project GRAD is 
taking control of the level five schools, labeled "chronically underperforming."  Project GRAD 
has worked with more than 170 elementary and middle schools across the country and for 
the past year they've worked with Dean Technical High School.  School reforms will include 
new reading and math lessons, development training for teachers, classroom management 



standards, and efforts to increase parent and community engagement.  One change the 
students could notice on the first day back in the fall: some new faces in the hallways.  
Morgan teachers will have to reapply for their positions under this new leadership. 
 
News    02/04/14   5:30pm          : 30 
 
Hundreds of parents brought their toddlers to Beacon Hill today.  22 News State House 
Reporter Christine Lee tells us they're advocating for pre-school funding.  Experts say 
schooling young learners early has a life long impact in preparing them for kindergarten and 
preventing them from falling behind in school throughout their lives.  Faced with high turnover 
and long waitlists, child advocates are asking state lawmakers to increase money for early 
education. Child advocates support Governor Deval Patrick's state budget proposal that adds 
$15 million to expand early education.  Patrick's budget Secretary Glen Shor said the money 
would take 1,700 kids off waitlists and expand the program to more than 4,000 children from 
poor families.  A Special Commission on Early Education and Care says more than 40,000 
children are currently on pre-school waitlists throughout the Commonwealth.  The 
Commission report also found a nearly 30% turnover rate in early education staffing, which 
educators say is due to insufficient salaries.  
 
News    02/10/14   5pm          : 30 
 
February is living up to its reputation packed with winter storms and some schools are 
already nearing the snow day limit.  Most Western Massachusetts schools allow for five snow 
days a year.  But with the winter we've been having, some school districts are almost at their 
limit.  And when they do add up, school officials have a plan.  You take April vacation days or 
extend the school year into June  School officials say they understand student concerns, but 
they say it isn’t worth jeopardizing safety during winter storms just to avoid extending the 
school year into warmer weather.  For now, Boston schools have already been forced to 
extend their school year by nearly a week.  School districts in Western Massachusetts say 
although they haven't hit that point just yet, they are prepared to take such measures to 
ensure student safety this winter.  West Springfield School's Superintendant said regardless 
of snow days, the school year will not run past June 30th. 
 
News    02/11/14   5am          : 30 
 
The schooling system for Longmeadow's youngest students is changing.  Just last night the 
Longmeadow School Committee voted and approved the Fiscal 2015 budget, which changes 
the way students will enroll in Longmeadow's kindergarten program.  One of the biggest 
changes is the cost for full day kindergarten.  The new fee is $3,000 dollars, $1,100 less than 
it used to cost.  At Center School and Wolf Swamp School, parents can still opt for half day 
kindergarten for their child, and that program is free.  But it comes with homework for the 
parents.  Families will get a binder outlining the curriculum so they can practice the skills their 
child learned each day.  The changes come in line with the shift to the National common core 
standards, and phase out process of the MCAS.  
 
News    02/18/14   6pm          : 30 



 
A simple mistake may have cost the town of Palmer hundreds of thousands of dollars.  It all 
came down to an accidental checking off of a box over twenty years ago and now Palmer 
may lose over $600,000 of much-needed aid. Over twenty years ago, a box was accidentally 
checked off that Palmer officials say gave the appearance that the town was spending less 
than the state's minimum school spending requirement.  Last April, that error was discovered 
by state education officials. All together, the town has under spent more than one million 
dollars, which could cost more than $600,000 dollars in education funding penalties.  
Turns out that box should have been left unchecked to indicate that Palmer was contributing 
thousands of dollars to retiree health insurance.  That money should have pushed them over 
the school spending requirement.  Town officials proposed a bill that would waive the 
penalties they claim that it's not fair the town must pay up for a mistake that happened over 
twenty years ago.  Town officials will now wait for approval from the Joint Committee on 
Education to waive the penalties.  
 
News    02/25/14   5pm          : 30 
 
The end of school vacation meant the start of a new learning experience for West Springfield 
High Schoolers.  The halls echoed with "wow" and "oh my gosh" as students continued to 
discover new parts of this school.  For years, they watched it being built from the old high 
school next door.  Financial plans for the new school began in 2010 when the state 
determined it would be more cost effective to build a new facility than fix the outdated school.  
It cost $107 million dollars. The city of West Springfield is paying $38 million and the state 
covers the rest. 
 
News    03/01/14   11pm          : 30 
 
They closed out Black History month in a heart-felt manner at the Zanetti School in 
Springfield tonight.  The event was organized by the school custodian, Bill Harris.  Harris told 
22News he received a lot of support from the school principal, staff members and the 
community.  The Black History Event celebrated African culture through a feast, fine art, 
literature and tradition.  Harris is already making plans for next February. 
 
News    03/12/14   5:30pm          : 30 
 
Close to 500 Chicopee Comp and Chicopee High students got a crash course in real world 
spending today from the safety of their school gym, with pretend money.  In honor of 
Financial Literacy Day, juniors were assigned a job and salary, maybe a family, and were 
sent out to make it work.  They had to pay bills and a mortgage, apply for loans based on 
their assigned credit score, and pay for food. 
 
News    03/14/14   5pm          : 30 
 
The fight between public and charter schools has reached the state house but what happens 
next will impact all of us.  Charter Schools want more students to attend their schools.  That 
would mean less money for public schools.  There's a bill that's being considered at the State 



house that would eliminate the cap on number of students Charter Schools could enroll in 
underperforming school districts.  Holyoke Community Charter School wants this to happen.  
The Holyoke Community Charter School currently goes up to 8th grade; they're hoping to add 
a high school so their students don't have to travel as far.  Many Holyoke Community charter 
school students go to the Sabis Charter School in Springfield for high school.  There should 
be no expansion of charter schools until the department of elementary and secondary 
education and the courts make the current charter schools follow the laws of the 
commonwealth.  We should know if the bill moves forward by the end of next week. 
 
News    03/24/14   6pm          : 30 
 
State lawmakers outlined a plan today that would gradually raise the cap on charter schools 
in low-performing urban school districts.  The compromise bill would also require the state to 
fully reimburse school districts when students leave conventional public schools to attend 
charter schools.  Under the proposal, the cap would be frozen if state reimbursements fell 
short.  The senate education committee has until Tuesday to act on the bill. 
 
News    03/29/14   11pm          : 30 
 
The Hampden Charter School of Science celebrated both its fifth year anniversary and its 
recent charter renewal tonight.  A dinner and reception was held at the MassMutual Center.  
The school's charter was renewed because of its impressive academic track record.  The 
parent of one former student told 22news why she believes the school has enjoyed such 
success. 
 
 



The following is WWLP programming addressing Environment 
during the 1st

 quarter of 2014.  These issues were addressed 
through our locally produced news programming. 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
News    01/03/14   6pm           : 30 
 
Temperatures today were only in the teens and single digits but it felt even colder than that.  
The wind chill factor is used to describe the combined affect of cold and wind on your body.  
When you're outside in the cold and your skin is exposed, heat is carried away from your 
body by the wind, lowering your skin temperature and eventually your internal body 
temperature.  When wind chills drop to around 20 degrees below zero frostbite can set in, in 
30 minutes. Hypothermia and even a heart attack are all dangerous health conditions that 
can occur from the cold and dangerous wind chills.  So if you have to be out in the cold be 
sure to dress in layers and wear a hat and gloves.  It's important to note that wind chill only 
affects humans and animals; it does not affect inanimate objects like your car.  
 
News    01/04/14   9am           : 30 
 
There was major flooding Friday along the Massachusetts Coast,, including Scituate from the 
winter storm.  50 mile-per-hour wind gusts combined with high tides created big waves that 
pounded homes along the beach and pushed water over the seawalls and into town.  Now 
that floodwater is trapped on the wrong side of the seawalls. The National Guard is assessing 
the damage. 
 
News    01/05/14   6pm           : 30 
 
For many, the temperatures today brought some relief, after record cold temperatures early 
Saturday.  After record cold weather hit western Massachusetts to end the week, 
temperatures finally climbed a bit closer to normal on Sunday.  As cold as temperatures have 
been lately, some actually feel lucky to not live in the upper Midwest where wind chills have 
been well below zero.  So why these frequent cold blasts?  It's all to do with the jet stream, 
which is an area of fast moving winds high in the sky which helps to separate cold Canadian 
air from warmer air to the south.  A giant dip in the jet stream, like this one, brings colder air 
farther south and will bring another temperature drop for western Massachusetts by the time 
we get to Tuesday; until then, a brief warm-up.  
 
News    01/10/14   6pm           : 30 
 
We've had days of snow and record breaking freezing temperatures.  Thousands of flights 
were cancelled, businesses closed, and children missed days of school. But in Greenfield, 
the weather didn't change most people's routines.  Most businesses remained open and 
some owners say they even had a lot of foot traffic on those snowy days.  Some people 
stocked their kitchen cabinets with non-perishable items and batteries for their flashlights.  



But others already had their homes storm proof and used the time to make the best of the 
weather. 
 
News    01/28/14   6pm           : 30 
 
While many of us may find snow annoying at times, it's important to have a snow pack 
heading into spring.   Despite the fact that we don't have much snow on the ground here in 
the valley, we're only a little under normal for the year.  Normal winter snowfall in the pioneer 
valley is about 49 inches and we've had about 18 inches with a third of winter gone.  At the 
Littleville dam in Huntington, park ranger tom Wisnauskus measures the snow depth and its 
water density in order to predict conditions for the spring. 
 
News    02/13/14   6pm          : 30 
 
Massachusetts has consistently cut funding for the environment over the years. Funding for 
the environment makes up less than one percent of state budget and the steady cuts are 
impacting more than just the land, air and water.  .6% of the state's budget is currently going 
towards environmental funding equaling about $200 million dollars in fiscal year 2014.  
Environmental advocates say that the budget cuts not only affect the great outdoors, but it 
also impacts people.  The Environmental League of Massachusetts wants at least 1% of the 
state's budget in the next fiscal year, which they say will more generate jobs and a better 
economy.  Environmental-advocates say that increasing funding now will benefit the state in 
the long run.  State funding for the environment has seen a 6 percent drop since 2008 
resulting in a $13 million dollar budget cut.  
 
News    02/16/14   7am          : 30 
 
Saturday's extra snowfall makes three storms in less than two weeks.  This winter seems 
anything but normal, at least in recent years.  Many people told 22News this winter reminds 
them of the ones they experienced growing up decades ago.  This February alone, we've had 
24 inches in parts of Western Massachusetts and in other parts, even more.  According to 
measurements at Westover Air Reserve Base in Chicopee, in a normal February, we get 
about a foot of snow.  So yes, this February has had more snow than normal.  But for the 
whole winter, a normal snowfall is 49.4 inches.  That includes a typical 9 inches in March.  
This winter so far, we've had 42 inches, so if we get the typical 9 inches or more next month, 
we will exceed a normal snowfall for winter in Western Mass.  It's awesome for skiers and 
snowboarders and winter resorts, but some residents are aggravated. 
 
News    03/01/14   6pm          : 30 
 
It seems this winter has been colder than recent winters.  With just a few weeks until spring, 
many people told 22News, enough's enough.  March begins just as January and February did 
with bitter cold and more snow.  January's continuous frigid temperatures followed by feet of 
snow in February made this winter especially difficult for many.  Others said it's just a part of 
living in New England. The first day of spring is Thursday March 20th. But before then, the 
22News Storm Team does expect a chance of snow.  An average March gets about 9 inches 



of snow.  So far, this winter has had above average snowfall, so we'll have to wait and see if 
the winter ends as it started: with snow. 
 
News    03/17/14   5pm          : 30 
 
We might be 3 days away from the beginning of spring, but today felt more like the middle of 
winter.  If you're looking for above normal temperatures, you might have to keep waiting.  
Thursday afternoon marks the beginning of spring, but looking around the parks of western 
Massachusetts you only really see signs of winter.  Frozen lakes, snow on the ground and a 
chill in the air.  Temperatures the past couple days haven't just been a little chilly; they've 
been unseasonably cold running about 10-15 degrees below our normal high this time of year 
of 45 degrees. Part of the reason it's been so cold is the location of the jet stream, the strong 
winds high in the sky which separate cold air to the north and warm air to the south.  Much of 
this winter and early this week, the jet stream has kept it cold over new England, however as 
it lifts to the north Tuesday, we should start seeing temperatures get closer to normal.  But it 
will take awhile to melt those large supermarket parking lot snow piles.  The latest outlook 
from the climate prediction center is for much colder than normal temperatures for the last 
week of March.   
 
News    03/24/14   6pm          : 30 
 
Even though we've entered spring, the impact of this year's winter is still lingering.  I visited 
Gould’s Sugar House a few weeks ago and they were still waiting for a few warm days to 
start tapping trees.  Well we got those warm days and the trees were tapped, but the winter is 
slowing down their maple syrup production.  The owner of Gould’s Sugar House told 22news 
they haven't been able to make that much syrup because the frozen trees haven't produced 
as much sap as they need. 
 
News    03/31/14   6pm          : 30 
 
Heavy rain and melting ice is creating the potential for floods in western Massachusetts.  
Nash's Mill Road was closed for about 24 hours starting yesterday at noon.  The road is often 
used as a shortcut from Greenfield’s Main Street to Colrain Road.  And it is closed frequently 
because of the Green River flooding.  Greenfield police closed the road because water levels 
reached the deck of the bridge yesterday afternoon.  
 



 

 
The following is WWLP programming addressing Government 
during the 1st

 quarter of 2014.  These issues were addressed 
through our locally produced news programming. 
___________________________________________________________ 

 
News    01/05/13   6pm            : 30 
 

Today, Richard Cohen officially began his 7th term as the Mayor of Agawam.  Mayor Cohen 
was sworn in at Agawam Middle school along with members of the school committee and city 
council.  Cohen spoke about working closely with both the councilors and the school 
committee members.  The Agawam Mayor told 22News what challenges he expects to deal 
with. 
 
News    01/06/13   6pm            : 30 
 

Many people are starting their first full day of work in the New Year today. Business is slow 
on Beacon Hill, with many state lawmakers celebrating the inauguration of Boston's new 
mayor today and prepping for what's to come on the legislative agenda.  2014 marks the start 
of the second year of the state Legislature's two-year session. But state lawmakers are 
reluctant to return to work in the New Year, with only informal meetings scheduled this week. 
The Senate has promised to address unemployment insurance reform this month. And the 
House Speaker seeks to tie it to a minimum wage hike, so that if businesses pay workers 
more, they're relieved of some of the burden of paying into UI.  Other big ticket items the 
state Legislature will have to address are House and Senate-passed bills on welfare reform, 
compounding pharmacy regulation and veterans' benefits.  Towards the end of the month, 
Governor Deval Patrick will release his 2015 budget proposal and deliver his state of the 
Commonwealth address.  2014 is also an election year, which means the mid-term elections, 
the campaigns for governor and other constitutional officers will gain further momentum over 
the coming months. 
 
News    01/06/13   6pm            : 30 
 
Holyoke's 37th Mayor began his second term of office today, after a public swearing-in 
ceremony.  Mayor Alex Morse was inaugurated during the ceremony at City Hall, in which 
members of the School Committee, the City Council, and City Treasurer were also sworn-in.  
Morse told 22News that he is looking to make improvements to the city that will be felt for 
years to come. 
 
News    01/06/13   5:30pm           : 30 
 
Daniel Knapik was sworn-in this morning for his third term as mayor of the city of Westfield.  
A school band played as Knapik was sworn-in for another two year term.  His inauguration 



ceremony was held at South Middle School.  Mayor Knapik told 22News he plans to continue 
to improve Westfield during his term. 
 
News    01/06/13   5pm            : 30 
 
He was mayor before, and now he is mayor again.  Richard Kos was sworn-in this morning 
as the new mayor of the City of Chicopee.  Kos's inauguration ceremony was held at Elms 
College along with other elected city officials.  He had previously served as mayor in the late 
1990’s and early 2000’s. 
 
News    01/07/13   6pm            : 30 
 
Northampton's mayoral inauguration was today - kicking off the city's first four year-term.  
Following a city charter change last year, the mayor's term was lengthened from two to four 
years.  On Monday, Northampton Mayor David Narkewicz was sworn in to serve his second 
term.  He'll be first mayor to serve a four-year term.  During his inaugural speech he talked 
about the challenges in running a city when state aid to cities and towns continues to drop.  
He says he wants focus on finding ways to increase revenue and maintain the quality of city 
services. 
 
News    01/09/13   6pm            : 30 
 
Republican Gabriel Gomez, who ran for the U.S. Senate last year, says he will not seek 
political office in Massachusetts in 2014.  The Cohasset resident announced today he 
planned to launch a new private business venture.  Gomez was defeated by Democrat 
Edward Markey in the special election to fill secretary of state John Kerry's senate seat.  
Gomez said he planned to continue speaking out on key issues and remained open to 
running for elective office in the future. 
 
News    01/15/13   6pm            : 30 
 
The full Massachusetts House met for the first time after the New Year today.  House 
lawmakers addressed a number of uncontroversial bills today, but weighing heavily in their 
minds was the assault conviction of one of their members.  House Speaker Robert DeLeo is 
calling for the resignation of Dorchester state Representative Carlos Henriquez, who was 
sentenced to serve six months in jail Wednesday morning after being convicted of assaulting 
a woman he dated in 2012.  DeLeo said he would immediately refer the matter to the House 
Ethics Commission, which could lead to Henriquez' expulsion.  The news came as the 
Massachusetts House met for the first full session of the New Year where they approved bills 
on introducing a Boston Strong license plate and including pets in emergency evacuation 
plans.  House lawmakers also approved bills that encourage cities and towns to share 
services and better regulate real estate appraisals.  Several major bills like welfare reform, 
compounding pharmacy reform and veterans benefits awaits further legislative action.  But 
state lawmakers are also looking to debate a domestic violence bill in light of the Henriquez 
conviction.  
 



News    01/20/13   11pm            : 30 
 
The loss of experience and seniority from the departures of Candaras and Brewer will have a 
significant impact on western Massachusetts representation in the State Senate.  Newly 
elected State Senator Don Humason told 22News this will create opportunities for new 
people and new ideas, but he sees a different state senate forming. 
 
News    01/21/13   5pm            : 30 
 
State Senator Gale Candaras of Wilbraham announced today that she will run for Hampden 
County Register of Probate instead of seeking a 5th term in the State Senate.  Candaras 
announced her decision in front of supporters at the Old First Church in Springfield this 
morning.  She said that she has always served where she thought it was needed the most 
and that this is her personal fight for the courts that she began 18 years ago. 
 
News    01/22/13   6pm            : 30 
 
U.S. Senator Elizabeth Warren made the rounds in Western Massachusetts today.  22News 
I-Team reporter Ryan Walsh had an exclusive one on one interview with the Senator as she 
begins her second year in office.  Senator Warren hasn't had a lot of success lately on 
Capitol Hill. The last six bills she has sponsored or co-sponsored haven't passed, including 
two student loan and two gun control bills.  This morning she met with supporters at her 
Springfield office on Main Street. Before that she spoke with the 22News I-Team.  In our 
interview Senator Warren told 22News she's learned hard working families get the short end 
in Washington. 
 
News    01/24/13   11pm            : 30 
 
Hampden County Sheriff Michael Ashe announced today he will not run for re-election after 
his current term ends in 2016.  Sheriff Ashe told 22News he wanted to give potential 
candidates enough time to get to know his position and the work he does.  He said he hopes 
someone with passion, commitment and knowledge will be elected.  As for his plans after his 
retirement, Ashe said he wants to remain active in the community. 
 
News    02/06/14   6pm       : 30 
 
The state House of Representatives has expelled state Representative Carlos Henriquez, 
who is serving a six-month jail sentence for assaulting a former girlfriend.  The 146-5 vote 
came after less than two hours of debate.  The expulsion takes effect immediately.  
Henriquez, a Boston Democrat, addressed the chamber just before the vote, again declaring 
his innocence.  He's the first member to be expelled from the chamber in nearly a century. 
 
News    02/07/14   5:30pm      : 30 
 
The Massachusetts Senate passed an Unemployment Insurance Reform Bill this week.  The 
Massachusetts Senate voted 33 to 4 to approve an Unemployment Insurance Reform Bill that 



aims to balance businesses costs with the need for jobless benefits.  The bill updates how 
much employers pay into unemployment insurance by increasing rates for businesses with 
frequent layoffs.  The bill extends a rate freeze on employer insurance rates through 2017.  
Senate President Therese Murray says that will save Massachusetts employers more than 
$400 million dollars.  The bill will also expand the seasonal employer exemption from 16 
weeks to 20 weeks.  A Republican measure to reduce jobless benefits from 30 to 26 weeks 
was rejected.  The Senate's Unemployment Insurance Reform Bill will now go to the House 
for consideration. 
 
News    02/13/14   6pm          : 30 
 
Massachusetts has consistently cut funding for the environment over the years. Funding for 
the environment makes up less than one percent of state budget and the steady cuts are 
impacting more than just the land, air and water.  .6% of the state's budget is currently going 
towards environmental funding equaling about $200 million dollars in fiscal year 2014.  
Environmental advocates say that the budget cuts not only affect the great outdoors, but it 
also impacts people.  The Environmental League of Massachusetts wants at least 1% of the 
state's budget in the next fiscal year, which they say will more generate jobs and a better 
economy.  Environmental-advocates say that increasing funding now will benefit the state in 
the long run.  State funding for the environment has seen a 6 percent drop since 2008 
resulting in a $13 million dollar budget cut.  
 
News    03/14/14   6pm          : 30 
 
Scott Brown is making another run for senate, this time in New Hampshire.  The former 
Massachusetts republican senator made the announcement about an hour ago at the 
Northeast Republican Leadership Conference in New Hampshire.  Brown said he has formed 
an exploratory committee to prepare for a campaign against first-term Democratic Sen. 
Jeanne Shaheen. 
 
News    03/14/14   6pm          : 30 
 
There will not be a special election to fill Cheryl Coakley-Rivera's state representative seat.  
When you win an election, you take an oath of office.  But in the last four years, we've had to 
hold more than 20 special elections in Massachusetts because lawmakers broke that oath.  
Each special election as well as primary's cost the taxpayers on average $30,000.  We won't 
need a special election to fill Coakley Rivera's seat, but she doesn't think lawmakers should 
be forced to complete their terms. 



 

The following is WWLP programming addressing Health-
Smoking during the 1st

 quarter of 2014.  These issues were 
addressed through our locally produced news programming. 
____________________________________________________ 
 
News    01/01/14   6am                : 30 
 

People who have resolved to quit smoking in the New Year will be more likely to kick the 
habit if they work with a counselor.  Researchers in England studied 10,000 people who tried 
to quit smoking in the past year.  They found those who worked with a counselor and used 
nicotine replacement products were three times more likely to successfully quit than those 
who tried on their own. Smokers who used nicotine gum and patches without advice from a 
health professional were no more likely to quit than those who went cold turkey. 
 
News    01/09/14   6pm                : 30 
 
January 1st was the Massachusetts deadline to sign up for new health coverage options.  
Massachusetts set out the ambitious task of getting new and past subsidized health 
insurance recipients en-rolled by the beginning of this year.  But website troubles have forced 
them to delay permanent enrollments and extend coverage.  Problems with the 
Massachusetts Health Connector website have prevented 26,000 new enrollees from getting 
permanent subsidized health coverage.  They've been given three months of temporary 
insurance instead - and Massachusetts is working round the clock to manually get people 
insured by the federal health care enrollment deadline on March 31st.  A patchwork of 
temporary and permanent enrollments has ensured that about 250,000 Massachusetts 
residents who received subsidized health insurance last year continue to get coverage by the 
state's January 1st re-enrollment deadline.  But state officials say work needs to be done to 
get those temporarily insured into permanent coverage.  An independent review is being 
done to assess how to get permanent health care enrollments on track and the impact of the 
failed website. Because of the failed website, MassHealth and the Massachusetts Health 
Connector are trying to enroll people by phone and paper applications.  State officials say 
that's incurring extra costs, but they're not sure how much.  
 
News    01/10/14   6pm                : 30 
 
The number of people going to hospitals with flu-like symptoms spiked this week. The peak of 
the flu season is here.  And doctors here at Holyoke Medical Center are urging people of all 
ages to be extra careful this winter.  The state Department of Public of Health released a new 
report today.  The number of Massachusetts residents who were hospitalized with flu like 
symptoms skyrocketed this week.  Doctors say the flu vaccine is not 100% effective, but the 
flu shot, along with healthy habits, can certainly decrease your chance of getting the flu.  
 
 
 



News    01/14/14   6pm                : 30 
 
Two medical marijuana dispensary applicants listed Holyoke as their preferred site on their 
applications to the state Department of Public Health.  At a public hearing in the City Council 
Chambers it is a chance for Holyoke residents to tell the Planning Board what they think 
about building a medical marijuana dispensary here in Holyoke.  The state Department of 
Public Health is reviewing four applications right now for Hampden County.  Two are 
interested in Chicopee; the other two in Holyoke.  Some people told 22News they wouldn't 
mind having a dispensary in their town. 
 
News    01/15/14   11pm                : 30 
 
Western Massachusetts residents are getting ready for the announcement that could signal a 
medical marijuana dispensary would be built in their neighborhood. The state will issue at 
least one, but no more than 5, dispensary licenses in each county.  The first one could be 
issued as early as January 31st.  In about two weeks, the Massachusetts Department of 
Public Health could issue its first medical marijuana dispensary license.  Right now the state 
Department of Public Health is reviewing four applications from Hampden County. Two 
groups are interested in Chicopee.  The other two want to build in Holyoke.  And to be 
prepared for any kind of announcement, the Holyoke Planning Board heard from residents 
Tuesday night to draft new zoning regulations.  An applicant that wins a state license will still 
need to get their application approved by the local planning board and obtain a city permit.  
 
News    01/17/14   5:30pm               : 30 
 
Most people and doctors agree: Smoking is bad for you.  But it's more than just lung cancer 
and heart attacks.  Diabetes, rheumatoid arthritis, and even liver cancer have been added to 
the surgeon general's list of how smoking can hurt you.  It's been 50 years since that 
landmark surgeon general report that launched the anti-smoking movement.  About 18% of 
adults smoke, which is a large decrease from the 42 percent reported in 1964 when the 
campaign started.  But even though more health complications are being added, some 
smokers say that is not enough to make them quit. 
 
News    01/31/14   6pm                : 30 
 
State public health officials today awarded the first 20 licenses to operate medical marijuana 
dispensaries, the first in Massachusetts under a voter-approved law.  Two of those 20 
licenses are for western Massachusetts. One license went to a group that wants to build here 
in Northampton.  The second license was awarded to a non-profit that wants to build in 
Holyoke.  The Holyoke City Council will meet next week to discuss their zoning ordinance.  
Here in Northampton, the City Council has already amended their zoning bylaws to allow for 
a dispensary to be built in the city.  City Council President William Dwight told 22News he's 
confident it will be a safe and secure facility. 
 
 
News    02/01/14   6pm                : 30 



 
Licensing has begun for medical marijuana dispensaries in Massachusetts.  Medical 
marijuana dispensaries is a fairly new concept in Massachusetts.  The state issued its first 
licenses for dispensaries on Friday.  Of the twenty licenses awarded across the 
Commonwealth, just two non-profits were licensed in Western Massachusetts.  Many 
marijuana supporters told 22news they believe people are hesitant toward the drug because 
they fear it's a gateway to harder drugs.  They said the dispensaries are the real gateway to 
completely legalizing marijuana.  The first two dispensaries could open as early as this 
summer, if they get the approval from their prospective cities. 
 
News    02/06/14   6pm       : 30 
 
Governor Patrick wants to fix technical glitches on the state's health care website.  The 
Commonwealth has had to compensate for health care website problems by extending health 
plans and manually transferring people from old to new Mass Health programs, but now the 
governor is taking steps to get the website working.  Independent consulting firm Mitre has 
found rampant technical difficulties with the state's health care website, ranging from error 
messages to data transfer problems to lack of user testing.  The vendor, CGI, was hired by 
Massachusetts to develop the health care website.  Mitre found CGI was understaffed and 
consistently late on deadlines.  In response, Governor Deval Patrick has hired Blue Cross 
Blue Shield senior strategist Sarah Iselin, to brief him and oversee management of the 
troubled website.  He's also contracted Optum, a tech consultant, to complete the website.  
State health officials say they're currently working with more than 100,000 people to get them 
enrolled in new subsidized health plans compliant with the federal Affordable Care Act.  
Massachusetts must have subsidized health insurance recipients re-enrolled by the federal 
health care enrollment deadline on March 31st.  
 
News    02/06/14   5pm       : 30 
 
We know how Bay State voters feel about medical marijuana, but what about total 
legalization?  This poll was conducted by Suffolk University and the Boston Herald.  It found 
that here in Massachusetts, more than half, 53%, of likely voters supported the legalization of 
marijuana.  37% were opposed.  According to the Director of the Suffolk University Political 
Research Center, the actual support may be even higher than that.  He says this mid-term 
poll is made up of more conservative voters than in a presidential election. 
 
News    02/16/14   6pm       : 30 
 
February isn't just a month of multiple snow storms, it’s also heart month, when we're advised 
to focus on living a healthier lifestyle for the good of our hearts. Every Sunday during 
February, Baystate Medical center's healthier heart programs fill its Holyoke education 
center.  Today was no different.  Heart conscience men and women from all over Western 
Massachusetts came to hear about altering our DNA through better diet and exercise.  
 
 
News    02/28/14   5pm       : 30 



 
The Board of Health in Northampton is hoping to put more restrictions on smoking.  The 
Board of Health will unveil their proposal during a public hearing on March 20th.  They want 
to ban smoking in city parks, like Pulaski Park along Main Street.  The ban would also extend 
to city-owned playgrounds, swimming areas and sports fields.  The new restrictions would 
also tighten the sale of tobacco by requiring that store clerks I.D. all customers who want to 
buy tobacco products even if they look old enough.  Restrictions would also ban any store 
with a pharmacy from selling tobacco. 
 
News    03/05/14   6pm       : 30 
 
Western Massachusetts residents have a chance to learn more about the Massachusetts 
medical marijuana law.  A medical marijuana advocacy group from Boston is here to answer 
some questions about the state medical marijuana law.  This meeting comes one day after 
the South Hadley Select board unanimously approved plans to build a medical marijuana 
growing facility here in South Hadley.  Patriot Care Corporation will turn a portion of a vacant 
industrial building into a growing facility.  Just a short time ago I talked to some neighbors 
who said they have no problem with having a growing facility near them.  And they said the 
state's moving too slowly on what could be job opportunities for some people. 
 
News    03/11/14   5:30pm      : 30 
 
Massachusetts is defending its heavily criticized process for selecting companies to run 
medical marijuana dispensaries.  House Speaker Robert DeLeo asked state Rep. Jeffrey 
Sanchez last month to examine how the state picked its non-profits.  The head of the state's 
medical marijuana program insisted that the Public Health Department "rigorously verifies" 
information in the applications and "investigates any allegations that information provided is 
not accurate." 



The following is WWLP programming addressing Jobs during 
the 1st

 quarter of 2014.  These issues were addressed through 
our locally produced news programming. 
 
News    01/01/14   5am             : 30 
 

The jobs forecast for the New Year is "cautious” according to Career Builder.  Nearly a 
quarter of employers plan on hiring full-time permanent workers this year.  But others are 
holding back saying they'll hire at a slower rate or not at all until politicians resolve the issue 
of the debt ceiling.  
 
News    01/03/14   5:30pm             : 30 
 
The number of people who filed new applications for unemployment benefits fell slightly in the 
last week of December.  The labor department says initial claims dropped by 2,000 to 
339,000.  The average of new claims over the past month rose by 8,500.  Economists say 
that increase likely reflects a temporary holiday-season spike that will fade over the next few 
weeks. 
 
News    01/10/14   5am             : 30 
 
New this morning, the December employment report will be released later today and last 
week's reports show fewer Americans applied for jobless benefits.  The number of 
unemployed workers seeking jobless benefits last week dropped by 15,000 to a seasonally 
adjusted 330,000; that signals fewer layoffs and continued job growth.  According to a labor 
department spokesman, the stormy weather and freezing temperatures across much of the 
country do not appear to be a factor in the numbers.  Despite the drop, unemployment is still 
high, with nearly 4.2 million people receiving some form of jobless benefits in the week 
ending December 21. 
 
News    01/29/14   5pm             : 30 
 
Massachusetts' unemployment rate is down but it's a different story in Greater Springfield.  
More people in Massachusetts went back to work in December in some parts of the state. 
While the statewide jobless rate fell to 7% last month, in Springfield it went up slightly to 
10.7%.  Some seasonal factors were to blame, fewer construction jobs because of the cold, 
and not enough holiday retail hires. There's continued demand for nurses and home health 
aides, which students find promising.  The high speed rail project that would connect 
Springfield to other cities means access to more jobs elsewhere.  But some students told 
22News it's a little discouraging to think they'd have to leave the region to find employment.  
Others say it wouldn't be the worst thing to get their foot in the door in a new environment; 
new places where they can hopefully earn a paycheck.  According to the College Insight 
Institute, the average Massachusetts college student graduates with more than $28,000 in 
debt. 
 



News    02/07/14   5:30pm      : 30 
 
The Massachusetts Senate passed an Unemployment Insurance Reform Bill this week.  The 
Massachusetts Senate voted 33 to 4 to approve an Unemployment Insurance Reform Bill that 
aims to balance businesses costs with the need for jobless benefits.  The bill updates how 
much employers pay into unemployment insurance by increasing rates for businesses with 
frequent layoffs.  The bill extends a rate freeze on employer insurance rates through 2017.  
Senate President Therese Murray says that will save Massachusetts employers more than 
$400 million dollars.  The bill will also expand the seasonal employer exemption from 16 
weeks to 20 weeks.  A Republican measure to reduce jobless benefits from 30 to 26 weeks 
was rejected.  The Senate's Unemployment Insurance Reform Bill will now go to the House 
for consideration. 
 
News    02/07/14   6am       : 30 
 
The number of applications for unemployment benefits fell last week.  The weekly report from 
the Labor Department shows that requests fell to 331,000.  That's a drop of 20,000.  Analysts 
say these numbers mean job losses have decreased and employees are facing fewer layoffs 
and improved job prospects.  3.47 million Americans received benefits as of January 18th.  
The polar vortex led to work stoppages in some places and that caused the number of 
applicants for benefits to vary widely from week to week. Analysts say the continuing wintry 
weather could push claims back up again. 
 
News    02/10/14   11pm       : 30 
 
Employers added fewer jobs than expected last month.  The Labor Department announced 
today employers added 113,000 jobs last month.  The national unemployment rate is now at 
6.6%, the lowest it's been since late 2008.  People told 22News friends and relatives continue 
to work two and three jobs to make ends meet. 
 
News    02/12/14   12pm       : 30 
 
Thousands of unemployed people in Massachusetts are still having a hard time navigating 
the computer system that manages their benefits.  This $46-million dollar computer system 
was unveiled last summer, $6 million over budget and two years late.  On that July 1st rollout, 
there were 11 defects within the system and it only got worse once people started using it.  
More than seven months later, the New York consulting firm testified before Senate 
lawmakers this week, outlining the now more than 100 system issues.  We've received many 
phone calls and emails from viewers over the past few months who have complained of long 
wait times and confusing pin and password questions. 
 
News    02/28/14   6pm       : 30 
 
One of the biggest theme parks in New England is trying to fill 3,000 job openings at the 
park’s job fair.  Some of the people waiting in line to fill out an application could walk out with 
a job.  Spokeswoman Jennifer McGrath told 22News many people still work 40 hours a week.  



Applicants who get hired today could start training almost immediately.  Many job seekers are 
high school students.   
 
News    02/28/14   6pm       : 30 
 
Yankee Candle laid off some of its employees this week.  Yankee Candle is Franklin 
County’s biggest employer. The popular scent maker was recently acquired by the Jarden 
Corporation, and is looking to expand business.  The candle company laid off dozens of 
workers in its corporate headquarters Thursday to accommodate the transition.  
 
News    02/28/14   5:30pm      : 30 
 
In Holyoke, people are getting ready for summer and the jobs that come with it. Businesses 
told young people about job opportunities today at the public library in Holyoke.  It's the 
"summer youth meet and greet" which brings businesses that have hired young people in 
past together with today’s youth to see if there are any positions they can fill. 
 
News    03/07/14   5:30pm      : 30 
 
More and more employers are having a hard time filling open positions.  A new CareerBuilder 
study says more than half of employers have open positions they can't find qualified 
candidates for.  And that gap in skills is costing employers thousands.  For every job that 
stays vacant for more than 3 months it cost the employer about $14,000 dollars.  The survey 
says most of those job openings are in computers, engineering, and health care.  Nearly 50% 
of employers surveyed they plan to train workers who don't have experience in their industry 
or field. 
 
News    03/07/14   11pm       : 30 
 
State officials say Massachusetts gained more than 55,000 jobs in 2013.  It's the largest 
calendar year jobs increase in 13 years.  The job growth came in a year during which the 
state's unemployment rate reached, and later exceeded, the U.S. unemployment rate for the 
first time since 2007.  Governor Deval Patrick calls the jobs gain "very encouraging" but says 
not all residents are sharing in the economic recovery. 
 
News    03/11/14   5:30pm      : 30 
 
Despite a slight decrease in the unemployment rate here in Massachusetts, a lot of people 
are still looking for work.  Greenfield Community College co-hosted a "career and job" fair 
today with the Franklin Hampshire Career Center.  Students and other job seekers met with 
employers from a variety of sectors, including marketing and clean energy.  One business 
student told 22News she went to the career fair to explore her options. 
 
News    03/12/14   11pm       : 30 
 



Today's taste of Spring-like weather was just what a lot of young people needed to get them 
thinking about a summer job.  And several hundred of them met with prospective employers 
at the Youth Job Fair at CareerPoint in Holyoke.  They filled out applications and interviewed 
with company representatives.  And not all of the applicants were teenagers or even very 
young. 
 
News    03/15/14   6pm       : 30 
 
With thoughts of summer not too far into the future, hundreds of Western Massachusetts 
teenagers stand to benefit from Governor Deval Patrick's Summer youth employment 
program.  It was the first time young people in Holyoke had heard about the jobs program to 
employ some 4,000 teenagers across Massachusetts in state run programs such as at 
summer camps and day care centers. 

 


