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Pursuant to the disclosure requirements in 47 C.F. R. 73.3526(11)(i), and during the quarter referenced 
above, this station provided information to its viewers regarding the following significant issues, including:

Crime
Education
Environment
Government
Health/Smoking
Jobs
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 Channel Issue Time Date Duration Title of 
Program

Narrative Description

22.1 Health  6pm  10/2/17  90 seconds 6pm 
Evening 
News 

A quarter million people will be 
diagnosed with breast cancer 
this year. Cooley Dickinson 
Hospital has dedicated space at 
the hospital to breast cancer 
treatment and prevention. It 
opened in July of this year due 
to the prevalence of this disease. 
The breast center has cutting 
edge imaging capable of 
detecting small tumors, using 
very little radiation.  

 22.1 Government 6pm 10/2/17 90 seconds 6pm 
Evening 
News

The Cannabis Control 
Commission will craft 
regulations for Massachusetts' 
marijuana industry. The 
Commission is hearing from 
stakeholders as well as the 
public about regulations before 
creating guidelines and protocol 
for issuing licenses. 
Stakeholders expressed 
concerns about potential issues 
and regulations, including 
edibles safety, licensing fees 
and smoking restrictions. The 
Commission has until mid-
March to set guidelines, 
regulations and protocol for 
issuing licenses for 
Massachusetts' marijuana 
industry. 
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22.1 Crime 11pm 10/3/17 60 seconds 11pm 
Evening 
News

A young woman was shot and 
killed in Pittsfield Monday 
night. Police were called to 242 
Dewey Avenue around 10:45 
last night for a report of 
gunshots. The Berkshire District 
Attorney's Office said officers 
found 22-year old Asiyanna 
Jones in a car, suffering from 
gunshot wounds. She was flown 
to Baystate Medical Center in 
Springfield where she died early 
this morning.

22.1 Education 5:30pm 10/3/17 90 seconds 5:30pm 
Evening 
News

The state's Education 
Committee is considering public 
comment on several charter 
school and school choice bills, 
including one that would give 
communities more control in 
deciding where Charter schools 
are located. The bill would 
require local approval of charter 
school applications. Under the 
proposal, a school committee or 
city council would vote to 
approve or deny the placement 
of a charter school; committee 
will review public comment on 
the bill before making 
recommendations.
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22.1 Health 6am 10/3/17 60 seconds 6am 
Morning 
News

According to a new study from 
Georgetown University, 
millions of lives could be saved 
if American smokers made the 
switch to E-cigarettes.
Researchers say smokers could 
gain 86-million years of life 
over the next 10 years by 
completely switching to vaping. 
The switch would also reduce 
smoking-related diseases and 
exposure to second-hand smoke. 
Even the most pessimistic 
scenario finds if 1.6 million of 
former cigarette smokers 
switched to e-cigarettes, 20.8 
million more years of life would 
be saved.

22.1 Government 6am 10/4/17 60 seconds 6am 
Morning 
News

A new requirement in Holyoke: 
the city council president is 
requiring other councilors and 
the mayor to disclose campaign 
donations they've gotten from 
anyone in the marijuana 
industry. There are several 
marijuana related items pending 
before the council including 
zoning restrictions and a 
possible moratorium on retail 
recreational marijuana shops. 
The mayor and city councilors 
will need to disclose donations 
from anyone involved in a 
marijuana facility, as well as an 
owner or investor. The 
requested disclosures are due to 
the City Clerk by October 16th.
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22.1 Crime 11pm 10/4/17 90 seconds 11pm 
Evening 
News

In Westfield, 38-year-old 
Shanna Sharples was held on 
$10,000 cash bail today after 
she was arraigned on charges of 
child endangerment, improper 
disposal of a body, and 
obstruction of justice. The 
district attorney said Sharples 
checked into Baystate Noble 
Hospital on May 4th. She 
brought with her a placenta and 
an umbilical cord, but no baby.     
According to court papers, she 
told doctors she didn't know she 
had been pregnant, and went to 
the hospital after something "fell 
out of her." The baby's body 
was never found.    

22.1 Education 11pm 10/6/17 60 seconds 11pm 
Evening 
News

Governor Charlie Baker was at 
UMASS Amherst tonight, to 
award the university a $500,000 
grant to support research in 
manufacturing. The grant is part 
of a package of $7 million 
dollars in state funds awarded to 
seven advanced manufacturing 
projects. The governor said the 
funding will help train UMASS 
students for future career 
opportunities in manufacturing. 
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22.1 Government 6pm 10/9/17 90 seconds 6pm 
Evening 
News

Massachusetts nursing homes 
are getting more funding from 
the state this year than approved 
by Governor Charlie Baker in 
July. Lawmakers recently 
restored $7.5 million in 
Medicaid nursing facility 
funding to the fiscal 2018 state 
budget after the House and 
Senate voted to override the 
Governor's line item veto. 
The president of the 
Massachusetts Senior Care 
Association said the funding 
will be used to help pay the 
wages of caregivers who on 
average make about $13 dollars 
per hour.

22.1 Crime 11pm 10/10/17 60 seconds 11pm 
Evening 
News

West Springfield Police said a 
man's hands were nearly severed 
in a stabbing on Highland 
Avenue. West Springfield 
Police said the victim is 
expected to survive after he was 
found at 17 Highland Avenue 
around 11 o'clock Monday 
night, with his hands nearly cut 
off, and a severe cut to the back 
of his head. Police said it was a 
targeted attack, and there is no 
threat to the public, but residents 
said after recent incidents at the 
complex, they can't help but be 
fearful. No arrests in the 
stabbing have been announced.
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22.1 Education 6am 10/10/17 60 seconds 6am 
Morning 
News

The superintendent of Holyoke 
Public Schools is calling for 
unity after a recent incident at a 
high school assembly.
Superintendent Stephen Zrike, 
said some students were 
offended by a student's 
presentation at an assembly 
during Latino Heritage month. 
Another student then allegedly 
created a list of students they 
felt disrespected by, which was 
then shared on social media.  
Holyoke public schools is now 
working with the Police 
Department to investigate the 
post. The school also said, going 
forward, they'll be reviewing 
presentations before assemblies.

22.1 Jobs 6pm 10/12/17 60 seconds 6pm 
Evening 
News

The CRRC facility has brought 
more than 150 jobs to the city of 
Springfield. Governor Charlie 
Baker toured the nearly 
completed Page Boulevard 
facility. The over 200,000 
square foot facility will build 
284 rail cars for the state’s 
MBTA. Once completed, the 
95-million dollar facility will 
bring more than 100 jobs to 
people in Springfield. The first 
rail cars are expected to be 
delivered in 2018.
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22.1 Health 6am 10/14/17 90 seconds 6am 
Morning 
News

Massachusetts Attorney General 
Maura Healey is among the 
Attorneys General from across 
the U.S. looking to block the 
president from cutting off 
billions of dollars in payments 
to health insurers. Healey 
announced this lawsuit on 
Friday. She said President 
Trump's decision will lead to 
higher health care costs for 
thousands of Mass. residents 
and throw the health insurance 
market "into chaos", 
undermining state budgets. 
This decision means insurers 
will be required to cover the 
costs and will not be 
reimbursed. Insurers will also 
raise premiums due to the lack 
of funding. 

22.1 Environment 6am 10/18/17 60 seconds 6am
Morning 
News

UMass Amherst's "Green 
Technologies" conference 
brought together some of the 
brightest minds in 
Massachusetts when it comes to 
green technology. Those 
technologies include sectors like 
wastewater treatment and 
renewable energies like solar 
and wind. They also talked 
about reducing our carbon 
footprint. The conference, held 
at the new UMASS design 
center, is an example of green 
technology.
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22.1

         

  

Education 5:30pm 10/20/17 60 seconds 5:30pm 
Evening 
News

The state auditor wants to 
modernize how the state's 
regional school districts are set 
up. Under the proposed changes, 
regional school districts would 
have the power and authority to 
set policy, budget and determine 
educational programming. A 
new study by state auditor 
Suzanne Bump reveals several 
benefits for modernizing laws 
and regulations within regional 
school district structure. Bump's 
proposing towns in the regional 
school districts establish a 
school committee with 
proportional representation from 
each member town. The state 
currently has 58 regional school 
districts, which enroll more than 
100-thosand students in more 
than 170 communities.

22.1 Crime 6am 10/25/17 60 seconds 6am 
Morning 
News

West Springfield police found 
more than 400 bags of heroin 
while searching a hotel room 
late last week. Police say they 
found cocaine, prescription 
drugs, and 418 bags of heroin at 
the Express Inn on Riverdale 
Street on Friday. Israel 
Rodriguez of Springfield was 
arrested and charged with 
possession with intent to 
distribute. Chrystal Beaumier of 
Webster was also arrested on 
charges of knowingly being 
present where heroin is kept.
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22.1 Government 6pm 11/3/17 60 seconds 6pm 
Evening 
News

The Northampton City Council 
last night unanimously passed a 
resolution called 'The End of 
Life Options Act.' Also known 
as 'Death with Dignity.' If the 
state approves such a law, it will 
allow a terminally ill patient the 
right to end their life, with "aid 
in dying" medication. Some 
people disagree with the 
resolution based on religious or 
morals grounds. Six other states 
have already passed “death with 
dignity” laws. Assisted suicide 
is illegal in Massachusetts. 
Similar bills have failed seven 
times in Massachusetts. 
Amherst will vote next week.

22.1 Jobs 11pm 11/6/17 60 seconds 11pm 
Evening 
News

MGM Springfield hosted two 
career events at Chicopee High 
School today. Around 100 
people attended tonight's 
workshop, which gave potential 
employees information on 
MGM careers, resume and 
interview preparation, and 
successful job skills. MGM 
worked with Chicopee High 
School to offer career prep and 
training workshops for juniors 
and seniors during the day. 
MGM has hosted similar 
programs with other partners 
including Westfield high school 
and Putnam Voc. Tech.
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22.1 Education 5:30pm 11/7/17 120 seconds 5:30pm
Evening 
News

Two Springfield public school 
employees have been removed 
from their schools while the 
district investigates complaints 
that students were hurt by 
school staffers. Springfield 
Public Schools Spokesperson, 
Azell  Cavaan, said there have 
been allegations against two 
school staffers: one at 
Springfield Public Day 
Elementary and one at 
Springfield Public Day Middle 
School, and that an investigation 
has been launched. The 
allegations include claims that 
students’ arms were broken at 
school while under the care of 
school staff. The two 
Springfield public school 
employees are on paid leave 
while the investigation is 
ongoing.

22.1 Crime 6am 11/10/17 60 seconds 6am 
Morning 
News

A woman was shot in 
Springfield's Old Hill 
neighborhood. The shooting 
happened around 9 Thursday 
night at the intersection of Pine 
and Central Streets. She is 
expected to survive from her 
injuries. Springfield Police are 
trying to figure out what led to 
this shooting. There's no word 
of any arrests.
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22.1 Jobs 11pm 11/13/17 60 seconds 11pm
Evening 
News

The line was out the door 
Monday night at the East 
Springfield career fair. 
Hundreds of residents waited in 
the cold for a chance to speak 
with representatives from MGM 
Springfield and CRRC. MGM 
Springfield representatives said 
they are currently looking for 
management candidates, but all 
positions should be available in 
the next few months. MGM's 
goal is to hire 90 percent of its 
workforce from western 
Massachusetts. CRRC is 
required to hire 50 percent of 
their employees from the city of 
Springfield itself and 90 percent 
overall from the greater 
Springfield area.

22.1 Education 6am 11/15/17 60 seconds 6am 
Morning 
News

Hundreds of Westfield State 
University students and faculty 
staged a campus-wide walk out 
Tuesday in response to recent 
racial incidents. 22News first 
told you about the issues at 
Westfield State in September, 
when a racial slur was written 
on the door of a black student's 
dorm room. At least two other 
incidents have been reported 
since then. The university said 
they'll review the demands 
voiced at the rally, and work 
with students and faculty to 
make improvements.



Quarterly Issues and Program List

13

 Channel Issue Time Date Duration Title of 
Program

Narrative Description

22.1 Health 6pm 11/17/17 60 seconds 6pm 
Evening 
News

A healthcare facility in 
Springfield announced they will 
be closing in 2018. Vibra 
Healthcare in Springfield 
currently has around 270 
patients, but the CEO said less 
healthcare reimbursement, and 
"changes in referral practices" 
have made running the facility 
unsustainable. Vibra filed notice 
with the Massachusetts 
Department of Public Health 
Thursday, that they will 
officially close in March of 
2018. The facility said they did 
look to other options, including 
trying to get additional funding, 
to avoid closure, but were 
unsuccessful. Vibra specializes 
in "long term acute care". They 
are working with the 
Massachusetts Department of 
Mental Health, and the 
Department of Public Health to 
place patients in new healthcare 
facilities. 
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22.1 Government 6pm 11/20/17 90 seconds 6pm 
Evening 
News

A new Massachusetts law 
guarantees access to free 
contraceptive coverage for 
Massachusetts women, 
regardless of possible changes 
to health care policies on the 
federal level. Governor Charlie 
Baker signed the contraceptive 
ACCESS bill into law Monday 
that protects birth control 
coverage with no cost-sharing; 
access currently granted under 
the Affordable Care Act. Both 
Massachusetts lawmakers and 
reproductive health advocates 
are concerned over birth control 
coverage rollbacks from the 
Trump Administration. The bill 
did face push back from some 
religious organizations. The 
legislation includes a measure 
that allows churches and 
church-controlled organizations 
to exempt themselves from the 
mandate. 
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22.1 Environment 6pm 11/22/17 60 seconds 6pm 
Evening 
News

A concerning amount of lead 
was found in some Southampton 
residents' tap water. A recent 
sampling of 20 Southampton 
homes revealed elevated levels 
of lead in the drinking water of 
three homes. Southampton 
Water Superintendent, Thomas 
Gaughan, said the 3 homes were 
scattered throughout town. Lead 
can cause serious health 
problems, including damage to 
the brain and kidneys, if a 
person consumes too much 
contaminated water. The 
Southampton Water Department 
recommends residents run their 
water for 15 to 30 seconds to 
flush out any lead, and only use 
cold water for drinking and 
cooking. They also advise 
parents to have their children's 
blood tested. 
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22.1 Crime 11pm 11/27/17 60 seconds 11pm 
Evening 
News

 Granby School officials ordered 
the high school locked down 
around 11 this morning after a 
confrontation with an armed 
student. Granby Police said a 
student became enraged and 
physically attacked the School 
Resource officer in the Granby 
High School Guidance Office. 
That was when the school was 
placed on lockdown. The 
student allegedly threatened the 
officer and school staffers with 
a knife and a club he had in a 
knapsack. Police said the 
Resource Officer kept the armed 
student in the guidance area at 
gunpoint, until other officers 
arrived. The incident ended 
peacefully when one of the 
officers threatened to use a taser 
on the student, who was then 
arrested and taken to Hadley 
Juvenile Court to be arraigned. 
High School Principal Steve 
Sullivan sent out a call to 
parents to let them know the 
situation had ended peacefully.  
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22.1 Crime 6am 12/1/17 60 seconds 6am 
Morning 
News

Three men are accused of 
running a high-level drug 
manufacturing and distribution 
operation in Agawam and West 
Springfield. State Police and the 
DEA confiscated 30,000 bags of 
heroin, 1.5 kilograms of uncut 
heroin, and more than three 
pounds of cocaine in West 
Springfield and Agawam last 
week. Police arrested 24-year-
old Joseue Figueroa, 27-year-
old Jonathon Grullon, and 32-
year-old Jesus Figueroa. Jesus 
Figueroa is suspected of running 
a heroin milling operation from 
his Agawam home. All three 
suspects are being held on bail.
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22.1 Government 11pm 12/4/17 60 seconds 6pm 
Evening 
News

After a nearly eight-hour, 
closed-door Democratic caucus 
at the Statehouse, the State 
Senate has a new acting 
president, tonight. The Senate 
elected Majority Leader 
Harriette Chandler to serve as 
acting Massachusetts Senate 
President during the 
investigation into sexual 
misconduct allegations 
involving Senator Stan 
Rosenberg's husband. The 
membership accepted 
Rosenberg’s request for a leave 
while the investigation is 
conducted. The Senate is 
expected to appoint an 
independent investigator whose 
focus likely would be on 
whether Rosenberg knew about 
Hefner's alleged behavior, or if 
Hefner had any clout in matters 
before the Senate. Attorney 
General Maura Healey and the 
Suffolk County District 
Attorney are asking any alleged 
victims, or anyone with 
information about the 
allegations, to contact their 
offices.
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22.1 Health 6am 12/7/17 60 seconds 6am 
Morning 
News

Massachusetts nurses say 
they've filed over 100,000 
signatures to the Secretary of 
State, which is a key step in 
getting their petition on the 
2018 ballot. The petition would 
set limits on the number of 
patients assigned to a nurse at 
one time. Campaigns are 
required to file 64,750 certified 
signatures as part of the ballot 
process. Critics of the petition 
say setting nurse staffing ratios 
could be costly and take away 
hospital flexibility.

22.1 Crime 11pm 12/8/17 90 seconds 11pm 
Evening 
News

An airman at Barnes Air 
National Guard Base was 
arrested for allegedly taking 
secret and "explicit" photos and 
videos of women in a locker 
room on base and in a Chicopee 
home. Chicopee Police said 35-
year-old Jason Venne was 
arraigned in Chicopee District 
Court this morning. He's facing 
several charges including four 
counts of electronic secret 
surveillance of videos and 
photos, and two counts of 
possession of child 
pornography. Venne was 
arrested after a woman reported 
"concerning photographs" she 
found in CD's, to Chicopee 
police. 
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22.1 Government 6pm 12/12/17 60 seconds 6pm 
Evening 
News

Property taxes are going up for 
both residents and businesses in 
Springfield. For a home 
assessed at $200,000 in value, 
you'll pay $3,938 for the year, 
which is about 6 dollars more 
than last year. A business at that 
value would owe $7,850 dollars; 
$36.00 dollars more than last 
year. Springfield's tax rates are 
some of the state's highest, 
compared to other cities and 
towns. The rates were approved 
by the city council Monday 
night. The mayor's office said 
the tax money will fund public 
safety, education, the DPW, and 
jobs.
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22.1 Government 6pm 12/14/17 90 seconds 5am 
Morning 
News

A piece of mail in Longmeadow 
claims a local lawmaker 
supports making Massachusetts 
a sanctuary for illegal 
immigrants. An eye-catching 
flyer from the Massachusetts 
Fiscal Alliance carries a 
message to voters. The mailer 
depicts a state road sign saying 
"Longmeadow Welcomes 
Illegal Immigrants." It calls out 
State Rep. Brian Ashe for co-
sponsoring a bill that the group 
claims would make 
Massachusetts a sanctuary state. 
Ashe said the bill would ban 
local and state police from being 
forced to round up immigrants 
and would stop inmates from 
being sent to build a border 
wall. Mass Fiscal Alliance said 
the bill takes local control away 
from cities and towns. Rep. 
Ashe said he supports local 
control. So, we read the bill 
ourselves. Called the "Safe 
Communities Act," prohibits the 
moving of prisoners to 
Homeland Security Custody, but 
it also broadly bans government 
agencies from sharing 
information and resources with 
federal immigration authorities. 
Ultimately, it depends on your 
definition of sanctuary. That 
same mailer was sent to about 
30 other communities across the 
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state, calling out other 
lawmakers for their support.

22.1 Health 6am 12/18/17 90 seconds 6am 
Morning 
News 

State health insurance officials 
will be in western Mass. today 
to get you signed up. The 
Massachusetts Health Connector 
is calling it a 'Day of Coverage,' 
with activities across the state. 
That includes Springfield where 
there is a higher percentage of 
people still uninsured. Officials 
will be at the Adult Education 
Center on State Street from 6A-
6:30P. The state wants you to 
know that despite the federal 
healthcare marketplace ending 
open enrollment, you can still 
get insurance through the state 
until January 23rd. 
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22.1 Education  6am 12/20/17 60 seconds 6am 
Morning 
News

A growing number of students 
escaping hurricane damage in 
Puerto Rico are coming to 
schools in Massachusetts. 
Acting Education Commissioner 
Jeff Wulfson said more than 
2,000 students from Puerto 
Rico, will continue their 
education here in Mass. The 
Massachusetts Taxpayers 
Foundation said the state could 
set aside funds for refugees, 
temporarily living in Mass. 
Students coming here from 
Puerto Rico will be able to pay 
in-state tuition rates at state and 
community colleges.

22.1 Jobs 6am 12/27/17 90 seconds 6am 
Morning 
News

Springfield is one of several 
cities across the state that saw 
job gains in November. 
Statewide, the unemployment 
rate was down to 3.3 percent, 
resulting in a gain of 6,700 jobs 
in November, and more than 
65,000 jobs over the past year. 
The Baker administration has 
also expanded job opportunities 
by awarding more than $11 
million-dollars in workforce 
training grants to more than 100 
companies in Massachusetts.
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22.1 Environment Noon 12/28/17 90 seconds Noon News Bitter cold temperatures 
sweeping across the PV, are 
raising safety concerns for the 
homeless. Therefore, the city of 
Spfld. has activated a cold 
weather response plan until the 
30th, to help its most vulnerable 
residents stay warm. Spfld.’s  
Friends of the Homeless, the 
largest emergency shelter for 
adults in western Mass., offers 
year-round shelter, 24/7 a week. 
Prevention teams will be out on 
the streets handing out blankets 
& water. They'll also assist the 
Springfield police dept. with 
taking people to local shelters, 
where they'll be out of the cold. 
Spfld. is encouraging residents 
to have a winter home 
emergency supply kit that 
includes: flashlight, portable 
radio, bottled water & non-
perishable food. Also, minimize 
outdoor activity to avoid frost 
bite, which can damage your 
body tissue.

The station also aired the following public service announcements during the instant quarter:

Type of Issue Duration Title or Narrative
Feeding the 
Homeless

30 Seconds Crop Walk 

Public Health 30 Seconds Making Strides Breast Cancer
Public Health 30 Seconds Out of Darkness Walk
Veteran Support 30 Seconds Patriotic Salute to Heroes
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Public Health 30 Seconds JDRF Walk
Public Health 30 Seconds Light Up a Life (Hospice Care)
Veteran Support 30 Seconds NABMA Warren Veterans
Arts 30 Seconds SOS Military Holiday Concert
Public Safety 30 Seconds Stop the Swerve (texting while driving)
Holiday Aid for 
Disadvantaged 
Children

30 Seconds Toys for Tots

Arts 30 Seconds Bright Nights
Public Safety 30 Seconds Project Roadblock
Public Health 30 Seconds American Red Cross Blood Drive
Public Health 30 Seconds NABMA McGovern Cancer
Public Safety 30 Seconds Stop the Swerve (texting while driving)


