
 
 
 
 
 
 

QUARTERLY ISSUES PROGRAM 
 

LIST FOR 
 

WWLP – SPRINGFIELD, MA 
 
 
 
 

Issues Program List Herein 
Covers the Period 

OCTOBER 1, 2013 through DECEMBER 31, 2013 
 
 
 
 



The following is WWLP programming addressing Crime during 
the 4th

 quarter of 2013.  These issues were addressed through 
our locally produced news programming. 
________________________________________________ 
 
News    10/01/13   6pm                : 30 
 

Holyoke Police conducted an extensive search today to find hidden guns and drugs.  Four 
people were arrested today after a day long search of public places for illegal guns and 
drugs.  Those four people face various drug and trespassing charges. They will be arraigned 
in Holyoke District Court tomorrow.  Holyoke Police Chief James Neiswanger was here at 
Springdale Park less than two hours ago with Boston area police officers and federal 
agencies.  They searched 9 different locations today for hidden guns and drugs.  Chief 
Neiswanger told 22News they were looking for what they call "Community Guns."  Those are 
weapons hidden in public places like abandoned buildings or parks, and are often used by a 
group of people to commit crime.  The ATF Springfield field office was involved in the search 
as well.  They said it is extremely important to track and find these hidden illegal guns.  
 
News    10/01/13   5pm                : 30 
 
29-year-old Enrique Ortiz of Springfield is being held on a $250,000 dollar cash bail and 
pleaded not guilty to an armed robbery in Chicopee.  Ortiz of 62 Breckwood Circle in 
Springfield was arraigned today in Chicopee District Court. Police Capt. Mark Gilbert told 
22News Ortiz allegedly stole a 65 year old woman's purse when she was picking up food at 
Denny's on Memorial Drive. He is due back in court on November first.  
 
News    10/02/13   6pm                : 30 
 
Longmeadow Police need your help identifying an armed robbery suspect. Longmeadow 
Police Capt. John Stankiewicz told 22News this man walked into the Subway on Shaker 
Road around 9:30 Saturday morning and asked for a sandwich.  After the sandwich was 
made, the suspect showed a handgun and demanded the cash from the register.  The 
suspect is described as a Hispanic man; roughly six feet tall with an athletic build.  If you 
recognize this man, call Longmeadow Police at 567-3311. 
 
News    10/02/13   5pm                : 30 
 
The suspect in an alleged hit-and-run crash early this morning allegedly shoved a police 
officer while boasting that he was a very important man.  Police Sgt. John Delaney told 
22News 30-year-old Ronny Rosario of Springfield was arrested. According to Delaney, 
patrolling police officers saw Rosario drive through a red light and into a parked car near 
Worthington and Federal Streets early this morning.  Rosario allegedly kept going until 
officers pulled him over farther down Worthington Street. 
 
News    10/03/13   5pm                : 30 



 
An investigation into break-ins led East Longmeadow Police to as much at 75-thousand 
dollars worth of stolen construction materials, appliances and tools. East Longmeadow Police 
Sgt. Patrick Manley told 22News the investigation into the September 30th and October first 
break-ins led police to home on Cooley Street in Springfield.  That's where Sgt. Manley says 
police found thousands of dollars worth of stolen items.  Sgt. Manley says the items were 
stolen from Belchertown, Ludlow, South Hadley, Granby, Wilbraham, and Somers, 
Connecticut.  No arrests have been made at this point but Sgt. Manley says charges will 
eventually be filed. 
 
News    10/04/13   7am                : 30 
 
It's the second weekend in a row that a person has died from a shooting in the streets of 
Springfield.  On Saturday, 22-year-old Springfield resident John Alexander died from a 
shooting on Westminster Street.  Police were called to the duplex on Westminster Street just 
before 3 in the morning.  They found Alexander on the ground outside his car with several 
people trying to save his life.  Investigators found a handgun near the car that allegedly 
belonged to Alexander.  Springfield Police Commissioner William Fitchet says the murder 
appears to be gang related and ordered extra patrols in known gang areas.  Last Saturday 
25-year-old Adriana Bonet was shot and killed on Magazine Street. Within 24 hours there 
was another shooting at the bodega on Walnut Street that killed 29-year-old Brandon 
Daniels.  There have been 16 homicides in Springfield this year.  Police say they are looking 
for a silver Honda or Acura in connection with Saturday morning's shooting. 
 
News    10/05/13   11pm                : 30 
 
Police are searching for two men believed to be involved in an armed robbery. Just after 9:30 
tonight, two men with hockey style masks allegedly walked into the Pizza Hut on Liberty 
Street and showed a gun.  Springfield Police Sgt. Lawrence Akers told 22News the men were 
last seen running near the back of the Pizza Hut toward Abbey Memorial Drive in Chicopee.  
Springfield Police contacted the Chicopee Police to tell them to be on the lookout for the men.  
There's no word on what, if anything was stolen. 
 
News    10/06/13   9am                : 30 
 
Springfield Police have identified the city's 16th homicide victim of the year.  Officers rushed 
to the corner of Quincy and Stebbins Street here around 2:00 yesterday afternoon after their 
shot spotter picked up the noise of several gunshots in the area.  Within a minute they found 
33-year-old Hakeem Powell lying in the middle of Stebbins Street with a bullet wound to his 
head.  Powell was taken to the Baystate ER where he died on arrival.  The street was 
blocked off for several hours while police searched for forensic evidence.  Detectives spoke 
with witnesses in the area and have been working this case since yesterday.  One witness 
that had been walking with Powell at the time of the shooting refused to cooperate with police 
and was arrested on outstanding warrants.  Powell himself has a history with police as well, 
and is a resident of 80 Quincy Street.  Anyone with information about the shooting is asked to 
Text-a-tip or call the Detective Bureau at 413-787-6355.  Next Sunday there has already 



been a Stop the Violence rally planned for the last three shooting victims to take place at 
Magazine Park. Brandon Daniels shot in front of a bodega on Walnut Street. Johh Alexander 
shot on Westminster Street, and Adriana Bonet who was shot on Magazine Street.  
 
News    10/06/13   9am                : 30 
 
An alleged drunk driver crashed after reportedly driving the wrong way on Interstate 391 in 
Chicopee early Saturday morning.  State Trooper Robert Church in Springfield told 22News 
the 27-year-old Springfield man hit a garbage truck near exit three, and then tried to avoid 
getting caught by jumping some thirty feet from the highway to the street below.  Trooper 
Church said when they finally caught the man he had severe head and leg injuries that he 
suffered during the fall.  He was taken to Baystate Medical Center. 
 
News    10/07/13   5pm                : 30 
 
Holyoke Police used a taser and pepper spray to subdue a woman who they say removed all 
of her clothes while violently attacking a slushie machine over the weekend.  Holyoke Police 
Lt. Isaias Cruz told 22News that 26 year old Brenda Diaz of Holyoke had her two children in 
the car when she was arrested early Sunday morning at the Shell station at Whiting Farms 
Road and Lower Westfield Road.  Lt. Cruz told 22News that this behavior is often a sign of 
PCP use.  Diaz was arraigned in court this morning. 
 
News    10/09/13   6pm                : 30 
 
Springfield Police need your help identifying a bank robbery suspect.  Take a look at these 
surveillance photos.  Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney told 22News this man walked into 
the United Bank on State Street yesterday afternoon and demanded cash.  The suspect 
implied he had a weapon but did not show a gun.  Sgt. Delaney described the suspect as a 
black man in his 40's with a "sunken face".  If you recognize this suspect, call Springfield 
police at 787-6355. 
 
News    10/09/13   6pm                : 30 
 
The Agawam police department is investigating one of its police officers.  Paul Chenevert 
was arraigned Monday on assault and battery charges.  He was arrested early Saturday 
morning.  The 22News I-Team obtained a court document.  In it, the officer's wife claims after 
a night of drinking, an argument started.  That's when she says he dragged her across the 
kitchen and family room floor before dragging her outside onto the driveway.  The victim 
refused to apply for a restraining order.  Agawam police Lt. Richard Light told 22News an 
internal investigation is underway and Chenevert is currently on paid administrative leave.  
Chenevert, a 13 year Agawam police veteran, is due back in court on December 20th for a 
hearing. 
 
News    10/09/13   5pm                : 30 
 



A Springfield murder suspect is being held without bail after police say he ran away to Ohio to 
avoid a warrant for murder.  Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney told 22News that 29 year-
old, Chase Johnson, was brought back to Springfield, one week after police arrested him 
near Dayton, Ohio.  Johnson pleaded not guilty to a murder charge for the July 18th killing of 
Eddiz Walker of Holyoke. Walker was shot in an incident behind the Duck's Place bar on 
State Street. 
 
News    10/10/13   6pm                : 30 
 
Springfield police are also looking for two men involved in a home invasion in the city's 
McKnight neighborhood.  Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney told 22News two men 
allegedly forced their way into an apartment on Lafayette Street just after one this afternoon.  
One of the victims told police he fought with one of the suspects and suffered a minor stab 
wound on his back, possibly caused by broken glass.  Sgt. Delaney says the victims are 
being uncooperative and the incident may have involved drugs. 
 
News    10/10/13   6pm                : 30 
 

Springfield Police are searching for a man who may be tied to two, separate bank robberies.  
Within the last two hours we got the description of the suspect who robbed the Nuvo Bank on 
Main Street.  And Springfield Police believe this robber may be the same man who stole from 
the United Bank earlier this week.  Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney told 22News the 
suspect implied that he had a gun.  He got away with an undisclosed amount of cash.  Police 
described the suspect as a black man in his forties.  He is clean shaven, has a "sunken face," 
and he was wearing a red jacket with blue stripes on the sleeves and green camouflage 
pants.  The suspect robbed the Nuvo Bank just before 2:00 this afternoon. 
 
News    10/11/13   6pm                : 30 
 
One year after a violent robbery at a Chicopee jewelry store, we are getting a new look at 
what happened that day.  The family that owns Furnari Jewelers released this surveillance 
video.  Brothers Reynaldo Reyes and Jose Reyes-Oquendo of Holyoke were both charged 
with Armed Robbery and sentenced this week to 3 to 4 years in state prison, with a year's 
credit for time served awaiting trial.  Anthony Furnari who was behind the counter at the time 
of the robbery says that's not enough time.  He's furious that assault charges never made it 
into the indictment.  Furnari told 22News that in the video you can see the two robbers jump 
over the counter.  Furnari says what happens next was a brutal beating. 
 
News    10/11/13   12pm                : 30 
 
Springfield police have arrested a man they say is involved in a series of car breaks in the 
Forest Park area.  Lt. Henry Gagnon told 22News 18 year old Warren Gelin of 91 Maryland 
Street in Springfield is charged with receiving a stolen motor vehicle, five counts of receiving 
stolen property and resisting arrest. According to Lt. Gagnon a 2012 Honda Accord was 
stolen on Woodlawn Street just before 4 this morning and shortly after that three people were 
taking things from a Honda on Belmont Avenue.  Lt. Gagnon told 22News that Gelin was 
eventually arrested on Meredith Street after he ran from Belmont Avenue carrying a purse. 



 
News    10/11/13   7am                : 30 
 
It's the third weekend in the row that a person has been shot dead in the streets of 
Springfield.  And yesterday's shooting happened in broad daylight.  Several shots were fired 
right here on the corner of Quincy and Stebbins Street around 2 o'clock yesterday afternoon, 
and by the time police arrived they found one man suffering from a bullet wound to the head.  
Officers rushed to the corner of Quincy and Stebbins Street after their shot-spotter picked up 
the noise of several gunshots in the area.  Within a minute they found 33-year-old Hakeem 
Powell lying in the middle of Stebbin Street with a bullet wound to the head.  Powell was 
taken to the Baystate ER where he died on arrival.  The street was blocked off for several 
hours while police searched for forensic evidence.  Detectives spoke with witnesses in the 
area and have been working this case since yesterday.  One witness that had been walking 
with Powell at the time of the shooting refused to cooperate with police and was arrested on 
outstanding warrants.  Powell himself has a history with police as well and is a resident of 80 
Quincy Street.  This is the city of Springfield's 16th homicide of the year, and police believe it 
is possibly drug related. We will keep you up to date with the latest throughout the morning.  
 
News    10/12/13   6pm                : 30 
 
Palmer Police were apparently too quick for the burglar who broke into the Palmer Post office 
early this morning.  Palmer Police officer Rudy Wilk told 22News, somebody smashed the 
side door window, which triggered the alarm and alerted police.  They were there in minutes.  
After taking inventory, the people at the post office found that nothing had been taken.  
 
News    10/12/13   6pm                : 30 
 
22News has been checking all day to update you on the current condition of 25 year old 
stabbing victim Marie Luiggi of Springfield.  Springfield police Captain Trent Duda told 
22News, Luiggi was stabbed in the shoulder at about two thirty this morning at Dwight and 
Taylor streets in the downtown entertainment district. 35 year old Lisandra Virelli of 
Springfield is charged with assault and battery with a dangerous weapon.  Captain Duda said 
it appears the suspect and the victim knew each other.  The wounded woman was treated at 
Baystate Medical center she's expected to recover. 
 
News    10/12/13   9am                : 30 
 
State police found 143 pounds of marijuana during a traffic stop.  A trooper stopped a gray 
Lexus for a motor vehicle violation on interstate 84.  After speaking with the driver and a 
passenger, the trooper requested a drug sniffing dog.  The dog found the marijuana.  The 
driver and passenger are both from New York; they will be arraigned in Dudley district court 
on Tuesday. 
 
News    10/13/13   9am                : 30 
 



We have information about a stabbing on Dwight Street in Springfield early this morning.  
Police responded to an apartment building at 115 Dwight Street for the report of a stabbing 
around 2 a.m.  When they arrived they found one man outside the complex who had been 
stabbed in the left side of his upper body. Lt. Mussini of the Springfield Police Department 
said the victim chased after his assailant after being stabbed.  The two had been together 
inside the apartment complex before the stabbing occurred. Lt. Mussini says the victim was 
taken to a nearby hospital where he was treated for his injuries.  Police are still determining 
what caused the altercation. 
 
News    10/13/13   7am                : 30 
 
Holyoke Police are looking for a man who crashed his car into telephone pole then ran away.  
The single car crash happened on Northampton Street in Holyoke near Bemis Road.  
Commander of the Criminal Investigations Bureau, Captain Denise Duguay, told 22news that 
the car flipped over and hit a telephone pole, snapping it in half.  The driver ran away from 
the crash, and Holyoke police requested the help of the Chicopee Police K-9 unit to track him 
down. 
 
News    10/16/13   5pm                : 30 
 
Amherst Police arrested a woman after she allegedly stabbed a man with a kitchen knife.  Lt. 
Ronald Young told 22News on Monday, 42 year old Araceli Roman stabbed a 48 year old 
Holyoke man.  Police say the alleged assault happened inside Araceli's apartment at 30 
Gatehouse Road.  The victim injuries are not life threatening.  Roman is expected to be 
arraigned later this week in Eastern Hampshire District Court. 
 
News    10/16/13   5pm                : 30 
 
Springfield police quickly caught up with a suspect in a gas station robbery because the 
manager was able to lock the Chicopee man inside.  Sgt. John Delaney told 22News 60 year 
old Curtis Garrett entered the Pride gas station around 2 this morning and demanded money.  
But the manager told Garrett to leave, to which the suspect responded by throwing a 2-liter 
bottle of soda hitting the worker.  Delaney said witnesses saw the confrontation and called 
police. 
 
News    10/17/13   12pm                : 30 
 
A suspect has been arrested in connection with a number of robberies at banks and 
convenience stores in Springfield.  60- year-old Curtis Garrett, of Chicopee was arrested on 
Wednesday for the "Armed Robbery" of the "Pride Gas Station" on East Columbus Avenue in 
late September.  According to a news release from Sgt. John Delaney, detectives from 
Springfield Police Department took over the investigation and worked on tying Curtis Garrett 
into recent armed robberies that have hit the downtown area these past several weeks.  
Garrett has been now formally charged with the Pride Gas Station" robbery, the hold up of 
the, "United Bank" on State Street earlier this month and the holdup of the "Nuvo Bank" in 



downtown Springfield on October 10th.  Garrett is being held at the Hampden County House 
of Correction in Ludlow. 
 
News    10/17/13   11pm                : 30 
 
Police arrested two Longmeadow teenagers accused of going on a vandalism spree in town.  
Damage totals more than $5,000 dollars.  Longmeadow Police Capt. John Stankiewicz told 
22News the suspects, both juveniles age 13 and 16, slashed several tires and painted 
obscenities on the side of a home.  Each has been charged with nine counts of malicious 
damage to property.  They were released to their parents and ordered to wear electronic 
monitoring devices. 
 
News    10/18/13   5pm                : 30 
 
A man wanted in Springfield on multiple drug trafficking and possession charges was 
arrested in Vermont, when police there stopped him for speeding.  Vermont state police 
stopped 26-year-old Robert Hansen of Bellows Falls Thursday afternoon on I-91 in 
Westminster.  He was arrested as a fugitive from justice. Police in Springfield had a warrant 
out for his arrest.  Hansen was jailed at the Southern State Correctional Facility on $50,000 
dollars bail.  
 
News    10/18/13   7am                : 30 
 
We have new information about a stabbing on Dwight Street in Springfield early this morning.  
Police responded to an apartment building at 115 Dwight Street for the report of a stabbing 
around 2 a.m.  When they arrived they found one man outside the complex who had been 
stabbed in the left side of his upper body.  Lt. Mussini of the Springfield Police Department 
said the victim chased after his assailant after being stabbed.  The two had been together 
inside the apartment complex before the stabbing occurred.  Lt. Mussini says the victim was 
taken to a nearby hospital where he was treated for his injuries.  Police are still determining 
what caused the altercation. 
 
News    10/19/13   6pm                : 30 
 
It's alleged that a domestic dispute what led to two people being stabbed this morning in an 
apartment in Springfield's Forest Park Neighborhood.  Springfield Police Lt. Henry Gagnon 
revealed to 22News, that officers are looking for 20 year old Michael Martinez of 343 Dorset 
Street.  Lt. Gagnon said they want Martinez in connection with the stabbing of a 19 year old 
couple who also live at 343 Dorset Street.  The young man and woman were both treated at 
Baystate Medical Center for their wounds. 
 
News    10/20/13   9am                : 30 
 
One Springfield man is in the hospital this morning after being attacked by a group of men 
who stabbed him.  Springfield Police Lt. Henry Gagnon told 22News a 42-year-old Springfield 
man walked into the McDonald's on Allen Street asking for help around 2:30AM after being 



stabbed in the left arm.  The victim told police he was attacked by a group of men wearing 
dark clothing in a parking lot two tenths of a mile away from the McDonald's, behind 201 Allen 
Park Road.  He was taken to Baystate Medical Center is expected to recover.  
 
News    10/22/13   6pm                : 30 
 
A Berkshire County Grand jury has indicted a Pittsfield City Councilor accusing him of buying 
illegal prescription painkillers, and tipping off a dealer concerning a pending drug bust.  State 
police said 57-year-old Paul Capitanio was buying oxycodone pills from a dealer in August 
when he gave him information about an upcoming raid.  Capitanio has been a Pittsfield City 
councilor since 2009.  He represents Ward 3 but is not running for re-election this year. 
 
News    10/23/13   5pm                : 30 
 
State police say they discovered 200 bags of heroin during a traffic stop on 91 in 
Longmeadow this week.  This picture provided by State Police shows the white powdery 
substance that they seized during the stop.  State Police Media Relations told 22News that 
troopers arrested 27-year-old Philip Patoine and 29-year-old Cassandra Gale, both of 
Vermont.  A trooper pulled Patoine over for speeding but learned neither had a valid driver's 
license. 
 
News    10/24/13   5pm                : 30 
 
Two alleged gang members are now in jail thanks to the Springfield Police Department's 
newly re-established "street crime unit."  Sgt. John Delaney told 22News they arrested 20 
year old Tavon Williamson and 26 year old Johnathan Mitchell.  They we're put into handcuffs 
for allegedly selling crack cocaine at the corner of Cambridge and Burr Street.  Police also 
confiscated $1,400 in alleged drug money.  Williamson and Mitchell were both arraigned 
today in Springfield District Court.  Springfield's "street crime unit" was just re-established last 
Wednesday to combat crime in known gang areas of the city. 
 
News    10/25/13   6pm                : 30 
 
Two Athol have men been charged with drug trafficking after they were allegedly caught with 
more $40,000 dollars worth of heroin and cocaine.  Northwestern District Attorney 
Spokeswoman Mary Carey told 22News police arrested 31 year old Josue Bermudez and 21 
year old Gary Fields after a traffic stop Wednesday. Carey says police found the drugs in the 
glove compartment of the car Fields was driving. Bermudez allegedly admitted the drugs 
were his.  Bermudez is also being detained for violating his parole.  He was recently released 
after serving an 8 to 10 year sentence on prior drug convictions. 
 
News    10/25/13   12pm                : 30 
 
Springfield police say that a man driving around carrying lots of stolen jewelry and coats had 
reached for an officer's gun during an early morning traffic stop. Police Sergeant John 
Delaney told 22News William Brantley of Ludlow was pulled over just before 3:00 for driving 



fast and having no inspection sticker. Delaney says police saw he had a beer in the car and 
asked him to get out but he struggled with them and tried to grab one of the officers' guns.  
Searching the car officers found a bag full of jewelry and some 31 brand new North Face 
coats. They also allegedly found more than 100 packages of heroin and $814 dollars in cash. 
 
News    10/26/13   6pm                : 30 
 
Two young men were lucky enough to have suffered relatively minor gunshot wounds early 
this morning, during what Springfield Police described as an off campus party.  Springfield 
police captain Harry Kastrinakis told 22News it was here at 197 Westford Circle in the old hill 
neighborhood, that a 22 year old partygoer was shot in the shoulder.  A second man, a 20 
year old attending the party was treated for a head wound.  The bullet had just grazed his 
head.  Both of them were shot out on the street.  Police Lt. Robert Moynihan said that many 
in these instances, the violence is triggered by conflict with uninvited guests. 
 
News    10/26/13   9am                : 30 
 
29 year old Luis Rivera was arrested last night for attempting to break into an apartment on 
Vernon Street in Holyoke.  Lt. Jim Albert told 22News that Rivera was found in the building's 
third floor hallway.  When he refused to show his hands to officers he was hit with a taser.  As 
he struggled with police, Lt. Albert said a handgun fell from Rivera's clothing.  He was 
charged with disorderly conduct, resisting arrest, breaking and entering and other firearm-
related charges. 
 
News    10/27/13   6pm                : 30 
 
The man who robbed a bakery and parlayed a piece of fruit into several hundred dollars in 
stolen money, is nowhere to be found this evening.  Holyoke Police Sgt. Charles Monfette 
told 22News, the man stole the money from Old San Juan Bakery on High street this 
weekend.  How he did it was to imply to the man behind the counter, he had a gun in a plastic 
bag.  The plastic bag actually contained a plantain, which is very similar to a banana.  
According to Sgt. Monfette, the thief stole between three and four hundred dollars. 
 
News    10/27/13   6pm                : 30 
 
The western Massachusetts town of Sunderland woke up this morning outraged after some 
40 vehicles throughout the Franklin county community were vandalized in the overnight 
hours.  Sunderland residents woke up Sunday morning in disbelief.  About 40 vehicles had 
their tires punctured and flattened in the overnight hours in the areas of Squire Village 
Apartments and Silver Lane, according to Officer Brenda Tozloski of the Sunderland Police 
Department.  But more reports from victims were coming into dispatch throughout the day.  
All vehicles had between 1 to 4 tires destroyed and all together police estimate that total 
damages are between $6,000-$10,000 for replacements.  Police also say it looks like a 
power tool could have been used to make the punctures.  One man told 22News not only 
was all four tires of his car deflated, but his oil filter was punctured as well, leaving a pool of 
oil on the ground.  Most of the victims just want someone held accountable.  The police 



department says they have leads on a possible suspect.  If anyone saw anything unusual that 
night they're asked to call the Sunderland Police Department at 413-665-7036. 
 
News    10/27/13   9am                : 30 
 
Also in Springfield last night, just down the road from Savoy Avenue an armed robbery at the 
Quickstop convenience store at 889 Carew Street.  Springfield Police Captain Harry 
Kastrinakis told 22news at 9:42pm.  Three black men entered the convenience store wearing 
masks and one of the men had a handgun.  The men stole sixty dollars, cigarettes, and 
cigars.  
 
News    10/28/13   6pm                : 30 
 
Amherst Police are investigating a report of an assault near the UMass campus.  
Lt. Ronald Young told 22News an 18 year old girl from New York reported being assaulted 
near the intersection of North Pleasant Street and Berkshire Terrace around midnight 
Saturday.  The suspect is a college-aged white man, wearing jeans and a gray hooded 
sweatshirt, and had an earring in at least one ear. He was seen leaving the area in a gray or 
silver sedan.  Anyone who may have witnessed the alleged assault should call Amherst 
Police. 
 
News    10/29/13   6am                : 30 
 
An arrest has been made in the case of an abused dog whose suffering led to a renewed 
push for tougher animal abuse laws in Massachusetts.  32-year-old Radoslaw Czerkawski 
was arrested last week in Connecticut on a charge of misleading police in the investigation of 
abuse in Quincy, Mass.  Now, he's been charged with viciously injuring the dog back in 
August to the point that rescuers had to put her down.  He's scheduled to be arraigned today 
on 12 charges. If convicted he faces five years in prison. 
 
News    10/30/13   6pm                : 30 
 
Sentencing is scheduled for tomorrow for a former Springfield day care worker found guilty of 
assaulting a seven-month-old baby in her care.  24-year-old Jennifer Lemelin, of East 
Longmeadow was convicted yesterday of assault and battery on a child.  Prosecutors said 
the baby sustained permanent damage from a brain injury that occurred at the Giggle 
Gardens Learning Center in Springfield in March 2011.  The boy suffered bleeding around his 
brain and was hospitalized for several days after the alleged assault. 
 
News    10/30/13   6am                : 30 
 
A husband and wife are due in court in Danbury, Connecticut today on charges related to a 
disturbing case of child abuse.  Eduardo Montanez allegedly put an electric shock collar used 
to discipline dogs around the neck of a 9-year-old girl in his care.  Police say he forced her to 
bark which triggered a shock that left her with visible injuries.  His wife is accused of standing 



by and doing nothing to stop it.  Police said the couple was upset about the girl's progress 
report from school. 
 
News    10/30/13   6am                : 30 
 
A man from Huntington will be arraigned today on charges of armed home invasion after an 
incident in Westfield Tuesday night.  Westfield Police Lt. Michael LaCroix told 22News 30-
year-old Paul DeLude allegedly barged into an apartment on Frederick Street with a knife and 
threatened to kill someone inside.  A neighbor called police and he ran.  Lt. LaCroix said 
DeLude was arrested at home in Huntington after a short chase. 
 
News    10/30/13   11pm                : 30 
 
Hadley police need your help finding the man who stole a $30,000 dollar diamond ring last 
week.  Police released these surveillance pictures from the Hannoush Jewelers at the 
Hampshire Mall.  The clerk told police a tall, skinny white man in his 20's walked in last 
Thursday and requested to see a ring. The clerk said the man then ran off with it.  The ring 
has three diamonds, totaling 4 carats set in 14k white gold.  If you recognize man, or have 
any information, you're asked to call Hadley Police at 584-0883. 
 
News    10/31/13   6pm                : 30 
 
Springfield Police have arrested a man accused of sexually assaulting a woman, 
impersonating a police officer, and illegal possession of a firearm.  Springfield Police Sgt. 
John Delaney told 22News 43 year old Mitchell Johnson of Springfield offered a ride to a 
woman who was walking on Main Street around 10 last night.  The woman told police Mitchell 
drove her to Chestnut Street near the Amtrak station where she said Johnson told her he was 
a police officer and groped her.  She was able to get out of the car.  Sgt. Delaney said police 
found a loaded, semi-automatic pistol in Johnson's car. 
 
News    11/01/13   7am                : 30 
 
Also in Springfield last night, just down the road from Savoy Avenue an armed robbery at the 
Quickstop convenience store at 889 Carew Street.  Springfield Police Captain Harry 
Kastrinakis told 22news at 9:42pm three black men entered the convenience store wearing 
masks and one of the men had a handgun.  The men stole sixty dollars, cigarettes, and 
cigars. 
 
News    11/01/13   7am                : 30 
 
Springfield Police are looking for two men who are suspects in a home invasion.  Springfield 
Police Captain Trent Duda told 22News that just after 9:30 last night, two men wearing masks 
forced their way through the front door of a home at 177 Savoy Avenue.  The men stole 
various items from the home...and were last seen getting into a brown SUV and heading 
toward Merrimack Street.  Captain Duda said no one was hurt. 
 



News    11/03/13   9am                : 30 
 
A mom and several children were caught in the middle of a drive-by shooting in Springfield on 
Saturday.  Springfield police lieutenant Henry Gagnon told 22news that just after 9:00 a 
person in a white Subaru was driving down Dwight Street and fired six shots at a 19-year-old 
man.  A 31-year old woman and her four young children were caught in the line of fire.  Their 
minivan was hit by one of the bullets but luckily no one was injured.  Springfield police are 
looking for the shooter, who has not been identified. 
 
News    11/04/13   6pm                : 30 
 
Westfield police are investigating a robbery at a Franklin Street variety store this afternoon.  
Our 22News crew saw police dogs searching behind the JJ's Variety store at 69 Franklin 
Street.  Officer Bradley of the Westfield Police told 22News that after the store robbery, police 
notified the nearby Franklin Avenue Elementary school and sent officers over to the school to 
be on standby.  It was determined a lockdown was not necessary.  No additional details 
about the robbery were immediately available. 
 
News    11/05/13   6pm                : 30 
 
Agawam Police need your help identifying a shoplifting suspect.  Agawam Detective Lt. 
Richard Light told 22News this man stole merchandise from the CVS Pharmacy on Silver 
Street this past Sunday.  Lt. Light says the man drove away in a small white car after 
struggling with a woman who attempted to stop him.  If you recognize this man call the 
Agawam Detective Bureau at 786-1717. 
 
News    11/05/13   6pm                : 30 
 
Chicopee police have made an arrest in the two year old murder case of Amanda Plasse.  
The 22-year-old Dennis Rosa Roman pleaded not guilty in the murder of Amanda Plasse.  
Plasse was 20 when she was murdered in her School Street apartment.  The case was under 
scrutiny when officers took pictures of her body and showed them to people outside the 
department.  Family and friends have been adamant in finding her killer.  Today the District 
Attorney and Police Chief said it’s still not over. 
 
News    11/06/13   6pm                : 30 
 
A follow up tonight involving the suspect in the Amanda Plasse murder case in Chicopee.   
The 22News I-Team discovered today the suspect, 22-year-old Dennis Rosa-Roman is no 
stranger to the justice system.  We discovered he's been arrested a number of times in 
Springfield and Chicopee, and was found guilty of domestic assault and battery to his fiancé 
at the time.  Rosa-Roman pleaded not guilty to charges related to the Amanda Plasse 
murder.  He's being held without bail, and is due back in court later this month. 
 
News    11/06/13   5am                : 30 
 



The student who set off a lockdown at Central Connecticut State University when he arrived 
on campus wearing an apparent Halloween costume that included a sword and a BB 
handgun has been arrested a second time.  David Kyem was arrested Tuesday because he 
was found on campus after being warned not to return until meeting with school officials.  
Kyem was charged with criminal trespassing.  Kyem was already facing a hearing on a 
breach of peace charge related to Monday's commotion.  His father Peter Kyem, a school 
professor, said his son made a mistake when he wore the costume to the campus in New 
Britain. 
 
News    11/07/13   6pm                : 30 
 
Longmeadow Police are investigating an early morning break-in that may be connected to 
two other break-ins in neighboring towns.  Capt. John Stankiewicz told 22News a security 
camera captured this Ford Econoline van pulling up outside Rinaldi's Italian Restaurant on 
Longmeadow Street just after 5:30 this morning.  Captain Stankiewicz says a masked 
individual got out of the van, smashed the window and entered the restaurant.  The suspect 
left the store a short time later and nothing was reported missing.  Police are now trying to 
determine if this break-in is connected to the overnight break-ins at the La Fiorentina Pastry 
Shop in East Longmeadow and the Backyard Bar and Grille in Enfield.  Anyone with 
information should contact Longmeadow Police. 
 
News    11/07/13   5pm       : 30 
 
A man who was arrested after a 3 hour stand-off with Montague police Wednesday night was 
arraigned in Greenfield District Court today.  63-year-old Mark Holland faces 9 charges 
including assault with a dangerous weapon. Holland allegedly threatened his roommate with 
a gun then barricaded himself inside his home on Turnpike Road in Turners Falls.  One 
neighbor told 22News how police came to his house to warn him of the situation happening 
just across the street from his house. 
 
News    11/07/13   11pm       : 30 
 
Two people were arrested Tuesday morning, with over 1 pound of hallucinogenic 
mushrooms.  27-year-old Jesse Russo and 18-year-old Kati Hollenbeck were stopped on 
Route 2 in Gardner for a motor vehicle violation.  After investigation, police searched the car 
to find several plastic bags containing mushrooms as well as drug paraphernalia.  Russo and 
Hollenbeck we charged with several crimes including possession of narcotics with intent to 
distribute. 
 
News    11/08/13   6pm       : 30 
 
A 16-year-old boy is in custody in connection with the theft of two high-powered rifles stolen 
from an unmarked FBI vehicle parked outside an agent's home in Northeastern 
Massachusetts.  An FBI spokesman says a relative of the boy turned the guns in at the 
Lawrence police station around 2:30 this morning. Police identified the boy through 
fingerprints. 



 
News    11/08/13   5pm       : 30 
 
Springfield Police need your help identifying two people accused of using stolen credit cards.  
Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney told 22News the thieves were caught on camera using 
the stolen cards at an ATM and making purchases in several locations.  Surveillance photos 
identify the suspects as a white man and woman; the woman appears to be pregnant. The 
suspects were also seen driving a dark colored pick up truck.  If you recognize these 
suspects, you're asked to call the Springfield Detective Bureau at 787-6355. 
 
News    11/08/13   7am       : 30 
 
23 year old Eduardo Gonzalez Jr. is in jail after allegedly leading state police on a chase on I-
291.  State Trooper Nicole Morrell told 22News that at around 2:00 Saturday afternoon, a 
trooper tried to pull Gonzalez over for speeding. But Gonzalez, who has a revoked license, 
took off and crashed into another car near Exit 4.  He then got out of the car and ran.  But 
police were able to catch and arrest him near a cemetery on Tapley Street. 
 
News    11/08/13   5am       : 30 
 
We continue our coverage now on a series of break-ins that took place at businesses in and 
around Longmeadow.  Three restaurants were broken into early Thursday morning and now 
police are trying to figure out if these incidents are all connected.  The first incident took place 
in Longmeadow at Rinaldi's Italian Restaurant around 5am Thursday a man was seen 
smashing the outer door.  About 3 miles down the road the Backyard Bar and Grille in 
Enfield, Connecticut was robbed.  And La Fiorentina Pastry Shop in East Longmeadow was 
also broken into that morning.  The owners in East Longmeadow did not want to speak to 
22News.  But we spoke to the owners at the two other restaurants who both say they caught 
the suspect on camera.  Backyard Bar and Grille's owner said a white man around 5'8" seen 
wearing a white hat and hoodie robbed his business. 
 
News    11/08/13   11pm       : 30 
 
A man accused of stealing copper from a Ludlow building has been arrested.  Ludlow police 
Sgt. Daniel Valadas told 22news that 52 year-old Brian Gebo was arrested this afternoon by 
Springfield police.  Gebo along with another suspect, Richard Simms, were seen Sunday 
afternoon near the back loading dock of the Ludlow Mills complex, allegedly stealing copper.  
When officers approached, Simms was taken into custody, but Gebo was able to escape.  
Gebo is being charged with larceny for the copper theft. 
 
News    11/09/13   9am       : 30 
 
Police in Northampton say an iPhone app helped them determine that some burglary 
suspects may be trying to sell their stolen merchandise across the state line in Connecticut.  
Northampton Police Detective Michael Briggs told 22News that two weeks ago someone 
stole more than $15,000 dollars in jewelry and electronics from a home.  Police used the "find 



my phone" app to trace those electronics to a PC Guys R'us store in Waterbury, Connecticut.  
Police have released surveillance photos of the two men who brought in the electronics, and 
pictures of their Volvo station wagon. 
 
News    11/11/13   6pm       : 30 
 
Springfield Police are investigating the city's 17th homicide this year.  Springfield Police 
Captain Thomas Trites told 22News 25-year old Julio Leiva is wanted in connection with last 
night's deadly shooting in the city's Forest Park neighborhood.  34 year old William Serrano 
was shot seven times on the porch of a home at 105 Grenada Terrace.  He later died at the 
hospital.  If you have information about Leiva's whereabouts, call Springfield Police Detective 
Bureau at 787-6355 or you can anonymously text-a-tip. 
 
News    11/11/13   5pm       : 30 
 
Springfield police are investigating a homicide in the city's forest park neighborhood.  
Springfield Police Officer Charles Youmans told 22News 34 year old William Serrano of 
Springfield was shot and killed last night outside 105 Grenada Terrace.  Captain Thomas 
Trites told 22News that police are looking for 25 year-old Julio Leiva in connection with the 
shooting.  Investigators say Leiva is considered to be armed and dangerous.  This is the city's 
17th homicide this year. 
 
News    11/12/13   6pm       : 30 
 
A Hawley landmark was vandalized over the weekend.  The kiln is the last fully standing of 
about 7 that were built in that area.  A conservation officer I spoke with today said it will take 
at least 20,000 to repair.  The beehive shaped kiln was built in 1870.  It is 25 feet in diameter 
by 25 feet high and would hold about 35 cords of wood.  It was used to turn wood into 
charcoal because there weren't many hardwoods left in the area back then to efficiently heat 
homes or forges. This past weekend a hole was broken into the side and residents don't 
understand why when so many people come to see it. 
 
News    11/13/13   6pm       : 30 
 
Three men were arrested after leading Springfield Police on a car chase and then crashing 
into a home.  Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney told 22News the driver, 20 year old Patrick 
Brown of Springfield, crashed a stolen pickup truck into the home at 1013 Roosevelt Ave 
around 2:30 this morning.  Brown's two 19 year old passengers Travis Washington and 
L'varius Jones, were also arrested on various charges. 
 
News    11/14/13   6pm       : 30 
 
Meantime, Police are still searching for a third suspect, 25-year old Julio Leiva of 
Framingham.  He is believed to be armed and dangerous.  Anyone with information on his 
whereabouts should call the Springfield police detective bureau at 787-6355. 
 



News    11/14/13   6pm       : 30 
 
Two teens are under arrest in connection with this past weekend's deadly shooting in 
Springfield.  Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney told 22News 19 year old Amadi Jose Sosa 
has been charged with murder.  34 year old William Serrano was shot and killed outside a 
home on Grenada Terrace Sunday night. Sosa's 16 year old brother was also arrested on the 
same charges.  His name is not being released because of his age. 
 
News    11/15/13   6pm       : 30 
 
Two men have been arrested following an investigation into a Springfield convenience store 
that was allegedly selling merchandise stolen from local CVS stores.  Sgt. John Delaney told 
22News that 50 year old Franklin Lantigua and his 45-year old brother, Adelzo, were arrested 
last night after a raid at the Cabrera Market at 520 Union Street.  Police allegedly found a 
wide range of items stolen from CVS, including Red Bull energy drink, Febreeze candles, Axe 
body spray, soap, boxes of nicotine gum, and hundreds of Bic lighters.  Sgt. Delaney says 
most of the items still had CVS price stickers on them.  
 
News    11/15/13   12pm       : 30 
 
Federal agents used a U-Haul truck to move out items seized from a multi-family home in 
Westfield, during a raid on Thursday morning.  22News was there on Thursday as agents 
searched inside and outside the home at 5-7 Fairview Street, bagging evidence.  Our media 
partner, The Westfield News reports that among the items taken from the house were a roof 
rack, a canoe, a trolling motor, and fishing poles. The paper reports agents also sized a "very 
elaborate crossbow with a scope and a box of what looked like aluminum precision arrows 
which were tipped with lethal triple-bladed arrow heads."  The purpose of the raid has still not 
been disclosed. Springfield FBI supervisor Mark Karengekis told 22News that the search was 
a "court-authorized action," but could not be more specific than that.  He said that no arrests 
have been made. 
 
News    11/15/13   11pm       : 30 
 
There is still one more suspect in William Serrano's murder.  Police are searching for 25-year 
old Julio Leiva, who has a Framingham address, and whose "street name" is "Black."  
Anyone with information on Leiva is asked to call the Springfield police detective bureau at 
787-6355.  Sunday night's shooting death was Springfield's 17th homicide of 2013. 
 
News    11/16/13   6pm       : 30 
 
A suspected food store bandit in Greenfield has struck again.  Greenfield Police are on the 
look out tonight for the gunman who held up JC's Market at 259 Conway Street overnight.  
Greenfield Police Lt. Dan McCarthy told 22News, the clerk told them the man was wearing a 
dark hoodie and a handkerchief over his face.  He carried a semi-automatic pistol.  The thief 
got away with the money in the cash register.  Lt. McCarthy suspects the same person may 



have held up the Valley Mart at 4 Mill Street last Tuesday, and escaped with an unknown 
amount of money. 
 
News    11/16/13   6pm       : 30 
 
22News has been following the story of a Holyoke shooting, ever since residents of the 
Springdale neighborhood awoke at 5:00 this morning to the sound of gunfire.  Holyoke Police 
Sgt. Stephen Loftus told 22News officers quickly arrested 34 year old Jose Rodriguez of 
Springfield at about 5:00 this morning.  Rodriguez was reportedly sitting in his car at Vernon 
and Temple streets as police began getting reports of gunshots in the neighborhood.  Sgt. 
Loftus said Rodriguez was charged with having a gun without a permit and breach of the 
peace while armed.  Police were relieved to find that no one had been shot. 
 
News    11/16/13   9am       : 30 
 
A Holyoke home invasion ended with three arrests on Friday night.  Holyoke Police Sgt. 
Stephen Loftus told 22News three men kicked in the side door of 27 Cabot Street around 
6:30 Friday night.  Sgt. Loftus said units were in the area and able to respond within minutes. 
Police arrested 21-year-old Jonathan Britton from Ludlow, 29-year-old Julio Romero and 21-
year-old Dominique Gomez; both from Springfield.  Two handguns were retrieved by police 
and the men face a host of charges; including assault with a dangerous weapon and carrying 
a loaded firearm without a license. 
 
News    11/16/13   9am       : 30 
 
A 34-year-old Springfield man was arrested after firing his gun near the intersection of 
Vernon and Temple Streets this morning.  Holyoke Police Sgt. Stephen Loftus told 22News 
Jose Rodriguez was arrested after police received several calls of shots fired around five 
o'clock this morning.  Rodriguez was charged with possession of a firearm without a license 
and breach of peace while armed.  No one was injured. 
 
 

News    11/17/13   6pm       : 30 
 

Tonight, Springfield Police are looking for whoever shot a man in a wheelchair. And police 
would only tell 22News that the victim is well known to the police department.  It happened at 
around 8 o'clock this morning at the corner of Main and Loring Streets in the city's South End.  
The man in the wheelchair was either shot once or twice with one bullet hitting him in the 
abdomen.  Springfield Police Lt. Robert Moynihan told 22News the man was taken to 
Baystate Medical Center.  A state police helicopter and police dogs we're used to try and find 
the shooter.  
 
News    11/17/13   9am       : 30 
 
A young man was hospitalized after he was stabbed following a party in Amherst early 
Saturday morning.  According to a press release from the Amherst Police Department, police 
responded to an assault report on 66 Pine Street at 12:34 a.m. on Saturday.  They found a 



21-year-man with stab wounds to his neck, chest, and hand.  The man was taken to Baystate 
Medical Center while police continue to investigate the stabbing, which they believe to be an 
isolated incident.  No arrests have been made.  The victim's injuries are not life-threatening. 
 
News    11/17/13   9am       : 30 
 
A suspected drug dealer, Alexander Halama, was arrested in LudLow Saturday night.  He 
was arrested at 68 Pine Knoll Drive in Ludlow.  Sgt. Michael Brennan told 22News that police 
searched the home and found packages of heroin.  Halama is charged with drug possession 
with intent to distribute, the same charge that Halama was arrested for in August of this year.  
He's being held on $25,000 bail. 
 
News    11/18/13   11pm       : 30 
 
Tonight, Springfield Police are looking for whoever shot a man in a wheelchair.  
And police would only tell 22News that the victim is well known to the police department.  It 
happened at around 8 o'clock this morning at the corner of Main and Loring Streets in the 
city's South End.  The man in the wheelchair was either shot once or twice with one bullet 
hitting him in the abdomen.  Springfield Police Lt. Robert Moynihan told 22News the man was 
taken to Baystate Medical Center.  A state police helicopter and police dogs we're used to try 
and find the shooter.  
 
News    11/19/13   6pm       : 30 
 
Police caught up with one of the State Police top ten fugitive sex offenders in Holyoke today.  
According to a state police news release, 30 year old Roberto Jimenez was arrested at a 
home in Holyoke this afternoon.  An arrest warrant was issued after he failed to register as a 
sex-offender.  Jimenez was convicted in 2006 of two counts of rape of a child under 16 and 
one count of indecent assault and battery on a child under 14. 
 
News    11/19/13   5:30pm      : 30 
 
A man from Holyoke has been sentenced to up to 10 years in prison for shooting and 
wounding a five year old boy and his father.  Prosecutors say the 22-year-old Brian Marrero 
fired at Reynaldo Diaz on March 6th, and one bullet passed through the man and hit the little 
boy in the leg.  Marrero was sentenced today in Hampden County Superior Court after 
pleading guilty to assault and battery with a dangerous weapon and illegal possession of a 
firearm and ammunition.  
 
News    11/19/13   5pm       : 30 
 
A Chicopee man has been sentenced to up to seven years in prison after pleading guilty to 
setting a series of fires in Berkshire County.  Stuart Zebrowski pleaded guilty to multiple 
arson and other charges.  Prosecutors say the 55-year-old set four empty buildings on fire, 
including this Great Barrington apartment building, and broke into several homes from 2009 
until April 2012.  No one was hurt in those fires. 



 
News    11/19/13   5pm       : 30 
 
A series of armed robberies in Greenfield has both residents and police concerned about the 
safety of the city.  A Cumberland Farms convenience store in Greenfield was robbed at gun 
point Tuesday morning.  This is the third armed robbery of a convenience store in the past 
week.  Police say there are similarities between the three robberies.  But the frequency of the 
crimes has Greenfield residents concerned.  The three robberies took place within walking 
distance of each other.  Valley Mart on Hill Street was "hit" last Tuesday, that Friday JC's 
Market on Conway Street was robbed, and the Cumberland Farms on Main Street Tuesday 
Morning.  Because a gun has been shown in each of these robberies, police want to catch 
the robbers before someone gets hurt.  
 
News    11/19/13   5am       : 30 
 
Massachusetts' "Most Wanted Sex Offenders" list has just been released.  And State Police 
say they need your help in finding the fugitives.  Out of the 10 offenders two are from western 
Mass and both are wanted by the Springfield Police Department.  The first is Roberto Jiminez 
Junior seen on your screen.  He was convicted back in 2006 of sexually assaulting a child in 
Springfield.  After being released from prison he allegedly broke the terms of his probation 
and did not register as a sex offender in Holyoke where he was living.  The second fugitive 
Steven Cooper, he's wanted for a rape in Springfield back in 2008, and failing to register as a 
sex offender after his 20-year prison sentence for another rape in Georgia.  If you know 
where these men are do not take any action against them.  Immediately call the State Police 
Violent Fugitive Apprehension Section at the number on your screen.  
 
News    11/19/13   4:30am      : 30 
 
Springfield Police were called to a two-family home just after midnight after reports of an 
alleged stabbing.  There was quite a bit of police activity going on outside 98-100 Blaine 
Street, as you can see from our video.  Blaine Street is right off of White and Dorset Streets.  
Right now, there's not a lot of information available as to what happened early this morning, 
but Lt. Henry Gagnon confirmed with us that it was a domestic situation and an arrest was 
made.  
 
News    11/20/13   5pm       : 30 
 
State troopers found about 280 packets of a substance they believe to be heroin after a traffic 
stop on Interstate 91 in Holyoke.  Here's a look at what was seized by police.  According to a 
news release sent to 22News by State Police Media Relations, 45-year-old David Barboza 
and 30-year-old Mark Colby both of New Hampshire, were arrested following the stop 
Tuesday afternoon.  Police pulled over Barboza after he committed a motor vehicle violation.  
Troopers then searched the car, where they allegedly found many wax paper packets, about 
280 units of suspected heroin, two hypodermic needles, and a spoon. 
 
News    11/21/13   5pm       : 30 



 
A Pittsfield man already on the state's sex offender registry has pleaded guilty to molesting 
two girls.  Arthur Russell Jr. was sentenced to up to 12 years in prison in Berkshire County 
Superior Court.  He pleaded guilty to 10 charges, including multiple counts of rape of a child 
with force.  Russell was listed by the state as a Level 3 sex offender based on a 2005 
conviction for rape and abuse of a child. 
 
News    11/22/13   5pm       : 30 
 
Six people are facing charges in connection with the theft of about 38-thousand dollars worth 
of copper wire from a wind farm in the Berkshire County town of Florida.  State Police say the 
suspects dug under a security fence surrounding the facility and cut sections off two large 
spools of wire.  They then allegedly tried to sell the copper wire to local scrap metal yards.  
The six suspects, all form western Massachusetts, face a numerous of charges including 
receiving stolen property, trespassing and drug offenses. 
 
News    11/22/13   7am       : 30 
 
A young man was hospitalized after he was stabbed following a party in Amherst early 
Saturday morning.  According to a press release from the Amherst Police Department, police 
responded to an assault report on 66 Pine Street at 12:34 a.m. on Saturday. They found a 
21-year-man with stab wounds to his neck, chest, and hand.  The man was taken to Baystate 
Medical Center while police continue to investigate the stabbing, which they believe to be an 
isolated incident. No arrests have been made.  The victim's injuries are not life-threatening. 
 
News    11/23/13   6pm       : 30 
 
22News has been following the story of a Holyoke shooting, ever since residents of the 
Springdale neighborhood awoke at five o'clock this morning to the sound of gunfire.  Holyoke 
Police Sgt. Stephen Loftus told 22News officers quickly arrested 34 year old Jose Rodriguez 
of Springfield at about five O'clock this morning.  Rodriguez was reportedly sitting in his car at 
Vernon and Temple streets as police began getting reports of gunshots in the neighborhood.  
Sgt. Loftus said Rodriguez was charged with having a gun without a permit and breach of the 
peace while armed.  Police were relieved to find that no one had been shot. 
 
News    11/25/13   5:30pm      : 30 
 
An off-duty state trooper has been charged with driving under the influence following a crash 
on route one in Revere this morning.  According to spokesman David Procopio, trooper 
Shawn D'Amato faces several charges after rear-ending another cruiser with its emergency 
lights flashing.  Another state trooper was inside the second cruiser, and the impact pushed it 
into a third vehicle he had just pulled over.  All three drivers were taken to the hospital with 
minor injuries. 
 
News    11/25/13   12pm       : 30 
 



East Longmeadow police are looking for a man who allegedly assaulted a woman inside a 
grocery store because she was taking too long to get a movie from a Redbox machine.  This 
is the man police are looking for.  Police Sgt. Dennis Sheehan told 22News that the incident 
happened around 6 Saturday evening at the Stop & Shop store on North Main Street.  Sgt. 
Sheehan says the young woman was deciding which movie to rent from the vending machine 
when a man behind her in line became impatient and "exchanged words" with her.  
The man then allegedly used his forearm to push the woman up against the machine by her 
neck.  According to Sgt. Sheehan the suspect is a heavyset man in his late 40's or 50's.  He 
is balding with brown hair.  The suspect was accompanied by a woman at the time of the 
assault.  If you have any information you are asked to call East Longmeadow Police at (413) 
525-5440. 
 
News    11/26/13   6pm       : 30 
 
Springfield police are still investigating reports of an intruder with a weapon at Springfield's 
High School of Science and Technology.  The school went into lockdown yesterday for about 
a half hour.  In response to the incident some schools conducted a lockdown drill.  One 
student who goes to Putnam Vocational Technical High School told 22News she thinks the 
drills are important to practice. 
 
News    11/27/13   5pm       : 30 
 
Enfield, Connecticut police are investigating a shooting that happened overnight.  Enfield 
Police saw a car next to a pole on the southbound side of Route 5 early this morning.  Chief 
Carl Sfarrazza told 22News when police pulled the car over, they found a man in the 
backseat of the car who had been shot in the neck. Police arrested the front seat passenger 
24-year-old Fernando Polentino from Enfield who was high on PCP and was carrying 39 
bags of heroin.  Chief Sfarrazza said they later found out the driver was a woman from 
Windsor, Connecticut. 
 
 
News    11/27/13   5pm       : 30 
 
Police are investigating the theft of an estimated half a million dollars' worth of high-end 
leather goods from a Berkshire County store.  Police in Lee say three masked men broke into 
the Michael Kors store at Premium Outlets between 4:30 and 6 Saturday morning and stuffed 
leather handbags, purses, wallets and watches into garbage bags and backpacks before 
leaving through the back door. The thieves disabled the store alarm and entered by breaking 
off the lock and forcing their way in.  The theft was caught on surveillance video.  Police tell 
The Berkshire Eagle the store manager discovered the break-in over two hours later.  
He estimated the cost of the stolen goods at $500,000 dollars.  Police think there may be a 
connection with similar break-ins at outlet stores around the Northeast. 
 
News    11/29/13   6pm       : 30 
 



Springfield police have arrested two men who they say were running a heroin-selling 
operation right across the street from the police station.  Sgt. John Delaney told 22News that 
Roberto Delgado and Michael Karam, both of Springfield, were arrested yesterday morning 
after police set up surveillance on them.  The two men allegedly ran their operation at the 
corner of Pearl and Byers Streets, just steps away from police headquarters.  Both men were 
arraigned today on a number of drug charges. 
 
News    11/30/13   6pm       : 30 
 
An alleged attempted bank robbery in Springfield today that took an unexpected turn.  62 
year old Raymond Vanderburgh of Springfield reportedly tried to hold up the TD Bank's 
Sumner Avenue branch at the 'X' just before noon and then apparently changed his mind.  
Springfield Detective Joseph Brodeur told 22News, a bank employee was about to hand over 
the money Vanderburgh had demanded.  That's when the suspect suddenly allegedly refused 
to take the money, saying "no thank you and call the police".  Detective Brodeur said 
Vanderburgh was waiting in the bank when officers came to arrest him on charges of 
attempted unarmed robbery.  Brodeur said the man did not have a weapon. 
 
News    12/01/13   9am       : 30 
 
A few hours ago learned from Springfield Police that there was a serious double stabbing 
over by Worthington Street in the overnight hours.  Two middle-aged men were stabbed 
during a fight in the back parking lot of 1083 Worthington Street, said Captain Harry 
Kastrinakis, of the Springfield Police Department. Kastrinakis told 22News both men were 
taken to a nearby hospital, but one of the men was seriously injured.  Detectives are still 
trying to determine what started the altercation and are on Worthington Street.  Stay with us 
for the latest updates throughout the morning on air and online at WWLP.com. 
 
News    12/01/13   9am       : 30 
 
Springfield Police are still searching for a man who ran from them on Saturday night.  Lt. 
David Martin told 22News at around 8:30pm, Police were called to 203 Louis Road for a 
domestic disturbance.  When police got there, a man ran. He was chased to the area of 208 
Cannon Circle.  The man was described by police as being white, about 6’1”, with a blue 
windbreaker jacket, hat and jean shorts.  Police searched in the woods and with police dogs.  
It's still not clear why the man ran. 
 
News    12/02/13   5pm       : 30 
 
This weekend's deadly stabbing is Springfield's 18th homicide of the year.  Springfield Police 
are looking for whoever stabbed two men Early Sunday morning, killing one of them, in a 
neighborhood that residents say is fairly quiet. Some of these neighbors told us they're 
worried for their families and their future. Springfield recorded its 18th homicide of the year 
this past weekend after a knife-fight behind an apartment building on the corner of 
Worthington and Florida Street.  According to FBI data analyzed by Neighborhood Scout, 
Springfield ranks in the top 100 most dangerous cities in America.  And residents agree that 



there is an ongoing problem that needs to be addressed.  Earlier this year Mayor Domenic 
Sarno said that he would be increasing police patrol in high crime areas of the city.  So far 
this year the McKnight and Forest Park neighborhoods of Springfield have the highest 
number of homicides, with 4 each.  
 
News    12/03/13   6pm       : 30 
 
Police in West Haven Connecticut have detained a suspect after reports of a man with a gun 
near a college campus.  Since about one this afternoon, students at the University of New 
Haven were urged to stay inside as a precaution, while police searched the campus.  After 
several 911 calls about a man with a gun, police found an unoccupied vehicle with rifle 
magazines inside. 
 
News    12/03/13   4:30am      : 30 
 
Two men armed with handguns robbed a Forest Park property management company 
Monday night.  Springfield Police Sgt. Christopher Hitis told 22News the men were wearing 
dark clothing and masks when they walked into M.S.B. management Company at 592 
Sumner Ave, at 5:30 last night and demanded money.  No shots were fired, and no one was 
hurt.  No one's been arrested. 
 
News    12/04/13   12pm      : 30 
 
Philip Chism, the 14-year-old boy, who is charged with killing his teacher in Danvers will be 
arraigned this afternoon on several charges.  Chism is charged with murder, aggravated rape 
and armed robbery charges in the killing of his high school math teacher, Colleen Ritzer.  The 
24-year-old Ritzer was found in woods near the school with her throat slit and a note reading, 
"I hate you all."  Chism had recently moved to Massachusetts from Tennessee.  Police have 
not released a motive.  Chism's arraignment will be held in Salem Superior Court. 
 
News    12/04/13   6am      : 30 
 
Springfield Police this morning are trying to find out how and where a man was shot Tuesday 
night.  Lt Alberto Ayala told 22News a shooting victim drove himself to Mercy medical Center 
around 8:30 last night, and then he was rushed to Baystate Medical Center.  No information 
on the extent or seriousness of his wounds.  Police are trying to figure out where it happened, 
and they are still searching for a suspect. 
 
News    12/05/13   6pm      : 30 
 
Two men and one woman are under arrest after a fight in which they're accused of using a 
shotgun to threaten residents in Springfield's East Forest Park neighborhood.  Springfield 
Police Sgt. John Delaney told 22News 20-year-old Dillon Beach, 19-year-old Lozaro Gerena, 
and 18-year-old Lucero Gerena are all charged with assault.  During the fight, one of the 
suspects allegedly pulled out a knife, and another got a shotgun out of a car, walked toward 
one of the residents. No shots were fired. 



 
News    12/05/13   12pm      : 30 
 
Chicopee Police have arrested a man from Springfield for shoplifting and hitting a police 
officer.  Chicopee Police Capt. Daniel Sullivan says the suspect, Michael Krautler, 25, 
allegedly stole six electronic toothbrushes and other merchandise from the store, like Axe 
body spray and Gillette Fusion shaving cartridges, from the CVS on Memorial Drive late 
Wednesday night.  According to Lt. Holly Davis, the suspect drove off, and was stopped on 
Fuller Road, where he punched a Chicopee officer.  The driver then ran away, but was later 
caught.  The officer was not seriously hurt.  Krautler faces a variety of charges, including four 
counts of assault and battery on a police officer, resisting arrest, larceny over $250, and 
receiving stolen property over $250. 
 
News    12/06/13   6pm      : 30 
 
A nighttime robbery of a convenience store in Greenfield led police to arrest a suspect that 
they believe is responsible for at least two other recent store hold-ups.  Police Chief Robert 
Haigh, Jr. told 22News 18-year-old Dylan Wickline of Bernardston was arrested last night.  
Wickline is suspected of robbing the Valley Mart convenience store on Mill Street on 
November 12th, J-C's Market on Conway Street on November 15th, and the same Valley 
Mart store last night. 
 
News    12/06/13   7am      : 30 
 
We start with breaking news out of Springfield, less than half an hour ago Springfield Police 
told 22news that two middle-aged men were stabbed during a fight on Worthington Street.  
Just minutes ago we learned from Springfield Police that there was a serious double stabbing 
over by Worthington Street in the overnight hours.  Two middle-aged men were stabbed 
during a fight in the back parking lot of 1083 Worthington Street, said Captain Harry 
Kastrinakis, of the Springfield Police Department.  Kastrinakis told 22News both men were 
taken to a nearby hospital, but one of the men was seriously injured.  Detectives are still 
trying to determine what started the altercation and are on Worthington Street.  
 
News    12/06/13   7am      : 30 
 
Springfield Police are still searching for a man who ran from them on Saturday night.  Lt. 
David Martin told 22News at around 8:30pm, Police were called to 203 Louis Road for a 
domestic disturbance.  When police got there, a man ran. He was chased to the area of 208 
Cannon Circle.  The man was described by police as being white, about 6-foot-one, with a 
blue windbreaker jacket, hat and jean shorts.  Police searched in the woods and with police 
dogs.  It's still not clear why the man ran. 
 
News    12/06/13   4:30am      : 30 
 
Two men and one woman are under arrest after a fight in which they're accused of using a 
shotgun to threaten residents in Springfield's East Forest Park neighborhood.  Springfield 



Police Sergeant John Delaney told 22News 20-year-old Dillon Beach, 19-year-old Lozaro 
Gerena, and 18-year-old Lucero Gerena are all charged with assault.  During the fight, one of 
the suspects allegedly pulled out a knife, and another got a shotgun out of a car, walked 
toward one of the residents.  No shots were fired. 
 
News    12/08/13   6pm       : 30 
 
As you first saw on 22News, two men reportedly forced their way into a Holyoke apartment in 
what police Lt. Manuel Reyes has described as a home Invasion. 25 year old Raymond 
Ramirez of Springfield has been arrested for allegedly being one of the two men who broke 
into the apartment at 39 O'Connor Avenue. Lt. Reyes said his men confronted the two 
suspects in the apartment building who were being chased by the home invasion victim.  
That's where they arrested Ramirez while his alleged accomplice got away.  A woman who 
lives nearby told 22News a home invasion isn't that uncommon. 
 
News    12/10/13   6pm       : 30 
 
Police are asking for your help is finding a man who used a gun to rob a woman outside the 
doctor's office.  Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney told 22News the victim was in the 
parking lot of the Caring Health Center on Sumner Avenue just before 10 this morning, when 
a young man approached her with a gun.  He grabbed the woman's handbag, she wasn't 
hurt.  The suspect was wearing a hooded sweatshirt and jeans.  If you have any information 
you are asked to call Springfield Police Detectives at (413) 787-6355. 
 
News    12/10/13   5am       : 30 
 
State Police have now arrested 8 out of the 10 "Most Wanted High Risk Level 3 Sex 
Offenders."  Most recently, Ong Noy was found in California.  He's the latest to be arrested 
since the release of the list less than a month ago.  In 2010 Noy was convicted of sexually 
assaulting a 10-year-old girl.  In 2008, he was found guilty of grabbing a woman and trying to 
drag her into his apartment.  Two men on the sex offender list still have not been caught, 
Carlos Beltran and Steven Cooper.  If you know where these men are do not take any action 
against them. Immediately call the State Police Violent Fugitive Apprehension Section at the 
number on your screen. 
 
News    12/10/13   11pm       : 30 
 
Springfield Police are investigating a shooting that took place in the city's Forest park 
Neighborhood tonight.  There's yellow caution tape all around the parking lot behind the 
apartment building at Hancock and Central Streets.  Neighbors told 22News there was a 
shootout in the parking lot about nine tonight, and that one victim was taken to the hospital.  
Springfield police Sgt. William Andrew confirmed that there was a shooting victim, but that 
they had no other information for us.  
 
News    12/11/13   6pm       : 30 
 



Gas station surveillance video helped lead Southwick police to a man that had more than 100 
suspected stolen credit cards in his car.  Southwick Police Chief David Ricardi told 22News 
42-year-old James Randolf of Bloomfield, Connecticut is facing multiple charges following his 
arrest at a College Highway gas station last weekend.  Ricardi said the investigation began 
when a man from Ohio called to say his credit card was used at a gas station in Southwick.  
Police looked at the surveillance video, located the vehicle and arrested the Randolf at 
another gas station.  Police are still looking into how Randolf obtained the cards. 
 
News    12/12/13   6pm       : 30 

 
Springfield Police say they busted a family-run multi-million dollar marijuana-growing 
operation in the city's Pine Point neighborhood.  Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney told 
22News police found more than 620 marijuana plants during a search of the home at 40/42 
Ivanhoe Street last night.  Sgt. Delaney estimates the plants could produce as much as three 
million dollars worth of pot. Police also allegedly found more than 17-thousand dollars in cash 
and 158 oxycontin pills.  34 year old Damaen Melbourne was arrested after the search.  
He is facing multiple charges including possession with intent to distribute and cultivation of 
marijuana. 
 
News    12/13/13   5pm       : 30 
 
A married couple is under arrest after an alleged road rage incident in downtown Springfield.  
Sgt. John Delaney told 22News 29 year old Damion Walker and his 34-year old wife 
Kimberly, viciously attacked a woman's car after a fender bender on Dwight Street yesterday 
afternoon.  According to Delaney, Damion smashed the passenger side window of the 
victim's car while his wife punched the windshield and bent the wipers until they were no 
longer operational.  Both have been charged with Malicious Damage to a Motor Vehicle. 
 
News    12/13/13   11pm       : 30 
 
Springfield's Street Crimes Unit arrested two suspects while investigating an armed robbery 
in the city's Forest Park Section tonight.  Sgt John Delaney told 22News two men wearing ski 
masks, and armed with a handgun, jumped the counter of an Oakland Street convenience 
store and grabbed cash from the cash register, cigarettes, and the clerk's cell phone.  One of 
the robbers dropped the weapon during a struggle with the clerk.  Police said it was a BB 
gun.  The Street Crimes Unit arrested two suspects down the street, but they have not been 
charged with the Convenience store robbery. 
 
News    12/15/13   6pm       : 30 
 
Armed robbery suspects were arrested by police in Westfield just a short time ago.  Westfield 
Police Lt. Jay Pitoniak told 22News just before 2:00 this afternoon, the Stop & Go 
convenience store at 35 Mill Street was robbed.  Lt. Pitoniak told 22News the suspects have 
been arrested, and no one was hurt. Detectives are still trying to determine exactly what 
happened, and if anything was stolen.  
 



News    12/15/13   11pm       : 30 
 
Springfield police detectives are investigating a home invasion tonight.  What we know is that 
just after 4 o'clock this afternoon, at least two black men forced their way into a home at 320 
Nursery Street.  A woman was inside at the time. Detectives told 22News that no one was 
hurt.  It's not clear if anything was stolen.  No other details have been released. 
 
News    12/17/13   6pm       : 30 
 
Holyoke Police need your help identifying a bank robbery suspect.  Take a look at these 
surveillance photos.  Holyoke Police say this man robbed the Peoples Bank on South Street 
yesterday afternoon just after 3:00.  The robber implied he had a handgun but did not show a 
weapon.  Police describe him as a white man in his twenties, about six feet tall, with a 
reddish-brown goatee and sideburns.  If you recognize this man, call Holyoke police at the 
number on your screen, 322-6900. 
 
News    12/17/13   11pm       : 30 
 
State Police have arrested a Fitchburg woman and her boyfriend in connection with the 
disappearance of the woman's son.  According to the Worcester County District Attorney's 
Office, Jeremiah Oliver of 276 Kimball St. was last seen by relatives on Sept. 14th. The DA's 
office was notified of a potential missing child in Fitchburg Friday, which led to charges 
against Jeremiah's mother and her boyfriend.  State Police arrested Elsa Oliver and Alberto 
Sierra.  Charges range from to assault and battery with a knife and assault and battery on a 
child.  Elsa Oliver's other two children are now in the custody of Department of Children and 
Families. 
 
News    12/17/13   11pm       : 30 
 
Suffield Police arrested Three Springfield men and a juvenile and charged them in connection 
with a series of car break-ins.  Suffield Police Chief Michael Manzi said his officers set up a 
burglary detail after a spike in car-breaks in Connecticut and in Agawam.  Police chased the 
four men riding in a suspected stolen car, and arrested them after they got out of the car and 
ran.  Chief Manzi said the car they were in had been stolen in Springfield, and that police 
found a knife and pepper spray.  At the time of the arrest, two of the suspects had a knife and 
pepper spray.  Julio Torres, Angel Rojas, Lee Rios, and a juvenile, all of Springfield, were 
arrested and face a variety of charges including larceny and carrying a dangerous weapon. 
 
News    12/18/13   12pm       : 30 
 
Ryan Woods of North Brookfield is facing a variety of charges after he was arrested in 
Connecticut on Tuesday.  The Worcester County District Attorney's office says Woods took 
off with his young son during regular visitation on Monday.  An amber alert was issued 
Tuesday morning.  The alert was canceled when Woods walked into a hospital in Milford 
Connecticut.  The child was unharmed and was reunited with his mother.  Woods was 
arrested by Milford police on a fugitive from justice charge.  State authorities say they expect 



him to be returned to Massachusetts to face charges of reckless endangerment of a child and 
larceny of a motor vehicle. 
 
News    12/18/13   12pm       : 30 
 
A man from Massachusetts who allegedly traveled overseas to get military training has been 
placed on the FBI's list of most wanted terrorists.  There is a $50,000 dollar reward out for the 
capture of 32 year old Ahmad Abousamra whose last known address was in Mansfield.  The 
FBI says that Abousamra traveled to Yemen and Pakistan in order to get military training with 
the purpose of killing American troops.  An arrest warrant was issued against Abousamra 
back in 2009 with charges including providing and attempting to provide material support to 
terrorist’s conspiracy to kill in a foreign country and making false statements.  Abousamra has 
joint US-Syrian citizenship and may be living with his extended family in Syria.  If you have 
any information you are asked to call the Boston FBI office at (617) 742-5533. 
 
News    12/18/13   5am       : 30 
 
Northampton police are looking for two men who robbed a Cumberland Farms convenience 
store early this morning.  Northampton police told 22News two masked went into the 
Cumberland Farms on King Street and stole money. It happened at about 1:00 this morning.  
Lt. Alan Borowski told 22 News they're not sure if the men had weapons at the time of the 
robbery.  A police dog was sent to track the men down, but unfortunately lost the scent after a 
short distance.  Detectives are asking for your help finding these men as they continue their 
search.  If you have any information connected to this robbery you are urged to call 
Northampton police that number is there on your screen.  
 
News    12/19/13   6pm       : 30 
 
A 17-year-old boy has been arrested in connection with the robbery of a Cumberland Farms 
convenience store in Florence overnight.  Lt. Jody Kasper of the Northampton Police 
Department told 22News two masked men, one carrying a baseball bat, walked into the 
convenience store at 53 Main Street and demanded cash.  The teen was arrested a short 
time later. Police are still searching for the second suspect. 
 
News    12/19/13   6pm       : 30 
 
Two men have been arrested for the assault and armed robbery of a pedestrian early this 
morning in the East Forest Park neighborhood.  Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney told 
22News 21 year old Ashawn Whyte and 18 year old Daevon Ramsey attacked a man on 
Island Pond Road overnight and stolen his cell phone.  Delaney says a witness called 911 
and both suspects were arrested after they were chased down by police. 
 
News    12/19/13   6pm       : 30 
 
Springfield Police say a burglar stole a semi-automatic rifle and other items stolen from a 
home in Hungry Hill.  Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney says they broke into the house on 



St. Larence Ave through a rear window yesterday. In addition to the AR-15 semi-automatic 
rifle, the thieves also stole a tablet computer, an x-box 360 and silverware.  Sgt. Delaney 
says if you own any type of weapon, it's important to keep them in a safe or hidden place 
where thieves cannot find them. 
 
News    12/20/13   6pm       : 30 
 
Obamacare," "Kurt Cobain," and "Channel 9" were some of the inscriptions on 1,200 packets 
of heroin that were seized by State Police during a traffic stop on Interstate 91 this morning.  
State Police say a trooper spotted the vehicle committing several traffic violations in 
Northampton, and stopped the vehicle a short time later in Hatfield.  The trooper reportedly 
saw evidence of drugs and called in a police dog to search the car.  The dog sniffed out the 
heroin and the four people in the car were taken into custody. 
 
News    12/20/13   11pm       : 30 
 
A reminder not to allow strangers into your home, even if they're wearing an official looking 
uniform.  Springfield police arrested Samuel Jones and accused him of posing as a delivery 
driver and stealing money.  Springfield Police Sgt John Delaney told 22News Jones was 
wearing a red coat with the name "Delivery Express" on it when he rang a door-bell on South 
Shore Drive 10 days ago.  The resident let him in.  After Jones left, the homeowner 
discovered money missing from a purse.  Delaney said Jones had worked for Delivery 
Express but no longer does, and that publicity from the media led to his arrest today. 
 
News    12/21/13   9am       : 30 
 
Boston police are searching for a suspect they say shot a postal worker.  Just before 7:00 
Friday night a man wearing a facemask jumped into the back of a mail van on Bailey Street in 
Dorchester and attacked the letter carrier sorting packages inside.  Boston police say the mail 
carrier was shot in the wrist; he quickly jumped out the back of the truck and ran for safety. 
The gunman tried to make off with the mail van but crashed during his escape.  He took off 
on foot and got away.  Boston police are searching for the shooter. 
 
News    12/21/13   11pm       : 30 
 
Springfield police detectives are investigating a home invasion tonight.  What we know is that 
just after 4:00 this afternoon, at least two black men forced their way into a home at 320 
Nursery Street.  A woman was inside at the time.  Detectives told 22News that no one was 
hurt.  It's not clear if anything was stolen.  No other details have been released. 
 
News    12/22/13   9am       : 30 
 
Police in Holyoke have announced the arrest of two men on gun charges. Holyoke Police Lt. 
Jim Albert told 22News that the men seen here 25 year old Ricardo Vargas of Holyoke and 
32 year old Jared Sanjurjo-Reyes of Chicopee were both arrested on Friday night.  Lt. Albert 
says they were conducting anti-gang and drug investigations in the area of Sergeant and 



Maple Streets when they noticed a vehicle without its lights on.  One of the men allegedly 
threw something from the vehicle that turned out to be a fully loaded 9mm semi-automatic 
handgun.  Both suspects will be arraigned tomorrow. 
 
News    12/22/13   9am       : 30 
 
Police in Montague are on the lookout for two men they say attacked a woman at gunpoint 
after breaking into her home.  Montague Police Sgt. Lee Laster told 22News they are looking 
for a white SUV being driven by two black men wearing grey sweat suits.  Around 7:30 
Saturday night, police say the men who were wearing masks broke into an apartment at 15 
5th Street in the Village of Turners Falls.  Once inside, the men allegedly attacked the woman 
living there punching her in the face and holding her at gunpoint.  They then removed a safe 
inside the apartment and left.  The woman was not taken to the hospital. 
 
News    12/23/13   6pm       : 30 
 
Springfield Police have identified the city's 19th homicide victim this year.  Sgt. John Delaney 
told 22News police found 21-year old Abdul-Azeez Baker suffering from gun shot wounds 
that ultimately took his life in a second floor apartment on Union Street yesterday morning.  
Baker lived in another apartment on the Union street.  Sgt. Delaney said Baker had a gun 
which police believe he fired before he was shot.  So far, no arrests. 
 
News    12/23/13   5pm       : 30 
 
An alleged armed confrontation leads to a barber being arrested at the Ace of Blades Barber 
Shop in Springfield.  Ludlow police Sgt. Daniel Valadas told 22News the man is being 
accused of confronting another man with a gun at an apartment complex in Ludlow.  Sgt. 
Valadas said this confrontation is in connection to an alleged larceny that happened Sunday 
in Ludlow.  After the confrontation the man went to the barber shop in Springfield, where he 
rents a chair.  Police arrested him there.  The man's identification has not been released. 
 
News    12/24/13   5pm       : 30 
 
Chicopee Police need your help identifying an armed robbery suspect.  Chicopee Police Lt. 
Mark Higgins told 22News the masked suspect went into the CVS on Center Street just 
before 10 last night.  The suspect showed a handgun and stole some prescription narcotics.  
Lt. Higgins said the robber is a white man with an accent.  If you have any information about 
this armed robbery, call Chicopee Police at 594-1737. 
 
News    12/27/13   7am       : 30 
 
Police in Holyoke have announced the arrest of two men on gun charges.  Holyoke Police Lt. 
Jim Albert told 22News that the men seen here 25 year old Ricardo Vargas of Holyoke and 
32 year old Jared Sanjurjo-Reyes of Chicopee were both arrested on Friday night.  Lt. Albert 
says they were conducting anti-gang and drug investigations in the area of Sargeant and 
Maple Streets when they noticed a vehicle without its lights on.  One of the men allegedly 



threw something from the vehicle that turned out to be a fully loaded 9mm semi-automatic 
handgun.  Both suspects will be arraigned tomorrow. 
 
News    12/28/13   9am       : 30 
 
Two men have been arrested after car chase through downtown Springfield early this 
morning  Springfield police Lt. Trent Hufnagel told 22News there was a large crowd gathered 
in a Fort street parking lot around 2:00 where one of the men was seen putting a handgun in 
his pants.  The two men got into a car and ran from police.  At one point they allegedly tried 
to run down one the officers.  But a few minutes later the police pulled them over and 
arrested the two men.  30-year old Thomas Vellette of Springfield along with 31 year old 
Phillip Ragland of South Deerfield faces a number of felony charges.  No one was hurt in the 
chase. 
 
News    12/29/13   9am       : 30 
 
Police in the Berkshire County town of Sheffield told 22News they had to hold a man at 
gunpoint Saturday night to convince him to drop a knife.  According to Sheffield Police Sgt. 
Ryan Kresiak he was called to a home on Bow Wow Road just before 5:30 Saturday night.  
Sgt. Kresiak said a man who was holding a knife allegedly assaulted another man who was in 
the home.  After the man dropped the knife he was taken to the hospital for a mental health 
evaluation.  It's still being determined if the man will be charged. 
 
News    12/31/13   6pm       : 30 
 
A court hearing today for former Chicopee Comprehensive High School custodian accused of 
offering drugs and money to a student in exchange for sexual favors.  Timothy Lynch was in 
Chicopee District Court this morning, but he didn't have an attorney.  The judge set another 
court date for February 4th and will remain free on bail.  The school placed Lynch on 
administrative leave, and he's not allowed on school property.  Prosecutors said they expect 
a grand jury to return an indictment soon. 
 
News    12/31/13   6pm       : 30 
 
Holyoke Police need your help identifying a bank robbery suspect.  Holyoke Police Lieutenant 
Jim Albert told 22News this man walked into the Peoples Bank on Hampden Street just 
before 9:30 this morning, holding a black handgun.  The suspect passed a note to the teller 
demanding cash.  Lt. Albert says the suspect may have had help from a dark skinned woman 
who was driving a yellow Camaro with a partial plate of "4-0-5-0."  If you recognize this 
suspect, call Holyoke police at 322-6900. 
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News    10/02/13   6pm           : 30 
 

The inaugural school year is in session at Springfield's newest charter school. Today 
Baystate Academy Charter Public School held a formal ribbon cutting. The college 
preparatory school provides a curriculum that focuses on health sciences, students are 
encouraged after graduating to pursue a degree in the health care field at a 2 or 4 year 
college.  The school day goes from 8am until 4pm, and includes daily advisory sessions, 
extracurricular activities and community service.  
 
News    10/16/13   11pm           : 30 
 
The Massachusetts Education Commissioner wants the state to temporarily take control of 
Holyoke's Morgan Elementary School.  The Morgan School here in Holyoke has been 
"underperforming" for three years.  And now it could be designated as "chronically 
underperforming."  State Education Commissioner Mitchell Chester told me tonight, with no 
substantial improvement in reading and math, the state will get involved.  Education 
Commissioner Mitchell Chester said that's not good enough.  He told 22News after reviewing 
the 2013 MCAS scores; he has determined that Holyoke's K-8 Morgan School is "chronically 
underperforming."  He wants to designate it as a "Level 5 school," and have the state 
temporarily take over.  Commissioner Chester is responsible for coming up with a turnaround 
plan for a Level 5 school.  He could either ask the school's superintendent or a new leader, 
called a receiver, to lead the school.  They would be pretty intensive changes in terms of 
managing the school, running the school, setting up the school and structuring classes.  But 
Tuesday night, parents and teachers asked the commissioner to postpone the state takeover, 
that the school has come a long way, and they can do more to improve it.  Commissioner 
Chester did not decide today if the state will take over the Morgan School. Holyoke's Dean 
Tech is still a Level 4 school.  Three Springfield schools were lifted out of Level 4 back in 
September.  
 
News    10/19/13   9am           : 30 
 
More than one hundred Elms College students and faculty members attended a dedication 
ceremony on Friday.  Elms College is getting ready to open their new Center for Natural and 
Health Sciences.  The 22-thousand square foot building has a research laboratory, multiple 
lecture halls and several other labs for biology, chemistry and nursing students.  School 
officials told 22News the new facility will better prepare their students for careers in nursing, 
science and computer information technology. 



 
News    10/22/13   6pm           : 30 
 
A new state report says Massachusetts leads the nation in the number of young people it 
sends to college.  Massachusetts is home to 9 state universities: five are UMass college 
campuses.  And the state's Department of Higher Education says more than half of all 
undergraduate students in Massachusetts attend a public college or university.  A new state 
report says educators are doing a better job making sure they graduate. Graduation rates 
have increased at UMass Lowell and Framingham State.  UMass Lowell's six-year graduation 
rate increased almost 10% in the last five years.  Those who live near the University say 
they've noticed the changes. 
 
News    10/23/13   11pm           : 30 
 
Higher Education Commissioner Richard Freeland testified today about the increasing cost of 
college.  Freeland told a panel at Suffolk University that student loan debt is up 27% for 
graduates of the state's public colleges and universities.  And student loan debt was a big 
concern for parents and high school students at tonight's college fair at Easthampton high 
school.  The students had the chance to meet with representatives more than 140 colleges 
tonight.  
 
News    10/25/13   11pm           : 30 
 
A proposed law could provide extra state funding for Regional and Vocational Technical High 
Schools.  Bill Supporters say these schools need help to fund capital projects because it is 
nearly impossible to get several different towns to all agree to take on the debt.  The Franklin 
County Technical School superintendent testified today that in order to approve funding, 19 
towns have to hold town meetings and agree.  Under the new bill, a school district can 
receive up to 80 percent of the cost of a capital improvement project. 
 
News    10/30/13   6pm           : 30 
 
The state education commissioner announced today the Morgan School in Holyoke is 
"chronically underperforming" and needs the state's help. Superintendent Sergio Paez is 
hoping to turn the state receivership into an opportunity for improvements here at the Morgan 
School in Holyoke.  Earlier this afternoon State Education Commissioner Mitchell Chester 
announced that the state will now take over this Kindergarden-8th grade school because the 
students' reading and math skills have not improved in the last three years.  That means 
there could be some curriculum and possible staffing changes.  Commissioner Chester could 
send an assistance team to help implement the turnaround plan.  He could ask 
Superintendent Paez or choose someone new to operate the school.  Superintendent Paez 
told 22News he would like to be the receiver. 
 
News    11/06/13   6pm           : 30 
 



Changes are coming soon for GED testing across the nation.  People looking to get their 
GED will definitely pay a higher price, and it may even double.  Right now the cost of the five 
part test is $65 and there's an additional cost if you have to re-take a part of it.  Americans 
who have completed part but not the entire GED test are rushing to finish.  The new version 
of the High School Equivalency Exam would wipe out all their previous scores come January.  
About a million people could be affected.  Right now states are choosing what their new 
version will be, and if it will be only computer based. Massachusetts has yet to announce 
what will be offered. 
 
News    11/13/13   6pm           : 30 
 
Thousands of students in five states including Massachusetts will be spending more time in 
class at certain elementary schools.  The longer school days are focused on 9,000 students 
attending select, high-poverty elementary schools. Those involved have seen success and 
more schools in those states are redesigning their programs.  A U.S. Department of 
Education survey says the average school day is 6.7 hours. Connecticut, Colorado, 
Massachusetts, New York, and Tennessee have developed and will be adding an extra 300 
hours of instruction every year using state, federal, and district funding.  Programs include 
studying cultures, foreign languages, and fitness.  They say there isn't enough time in the 
school day and some parents 22News spoke with today agree. 
 
News    11/21/13   6pm           : 30 
 
Increased funding for higher education is allowing state universities to freeze tuition and fees 
in Massachusetts.  State universities got a $15 million dollar funding increase in the current 
state budget and students are showing their appreciation in the hopes of getting another 
increase next year.  Thanks to a $15 million dollar increase in funding from the 2014 state 
budget, Massachusetts state universities have frozen tuition and fees for more than 50,000 
students across nine campuses.  Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts students expressed 
their appreciation to lawmakers at the State House.  Tuition and fees at state universities vary 
with an average of about $8,000 dollars per year.  State university officials are hoping for 
another $15 million dollar increase next year and the year after that to continue the freeze 
and get students and the state to split education costs 50/50.  They say 85% of their 
graduates stay in Massachusetts, so an investment in state universities is an investment in 
the state's future.  The state budget also provides $1 million dollars in matching grants for 
state universities that offer stipends to unpaid interns.  
 



The following is WWLP programming addressing Environment 
during the 4th

 quarter of 2013.  These issues were addressed 
through our locally produced news programming. 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
News    10/04/13   6pm                : 30 
 
If you've been sniffling and sneezing lately you're not alone.  Those of us that suffer from 
allergies are still being affected by the pollen even though we're now into October.  Over the 
last couple of weeks we've enjoyed some beautiful summer-like weather.  But if you're an 
allergy sufferer the weather could be why you've been sneezing and sniffling.  Even though 
the pollen isn't as high as it was over the summer, ragweed pollen is still in the air and the 
weather we've had recently has been spreading it around.  But after a stretch of some very 
dry weather, the rain we're getting could provide you with some relief.  Dry weather and windy 
weather usually make the pollen travel a long way so yes it can cause a lot of problems so if 
it is humid or a rainy day the pollen won't be traveling anywhere so that not a bad day.  But 
not everyone is having trouble with allergies right now.  Another thing you should do is open 
up your windows when you first turn on your heat to let all the dust that might have built up go 
outside.  
 
 
News    10/08/13   5:30pm              : 30 
 
October can be a rough month for storms in New England, and last nights wind and rain 
served as a reminder of that.  Leyden, Gill, and Shelburne were some of the hardest hit last 
night losing power in some areas for several hours.  But by the time morning came tree and 
electrical crews had everything under control. Wind and rain swept through Franklin County 
Monday evening reminding residents of damaging October storms in the past.  Many people 
still remember the devastating Halloween snow storm two years ago that brought down trees 
and power lines up and down the eastern seaboard that left hundreds of thousands of people 
in the dark.  And if you're looking for the latest weather updates our 22News Storm Team is 
working for you. 
 
News    10/12/13   6pm              : 30 
 
Visitors to Western Massachusetts have come from all over the globe to admire something 
they don't have back home Western Massachusetts fall foliage. Columbus Day weekend, the 
weekend that brings people from all over the country to experience the fall foliage right here 
in Western Massachusetts.  For the first time in two years, Franklin County is enjoying 
beautiful, vivid colors. In 2011, Tropical Storm Irene flooded Shelburne Falls and much of 
Franklin County which not only ruined the fall colors, but ruined their tourism season.  2012 
was a very wet season as well.  Over 8 inches of rain fell across western Massachusetts over 
the 2 month foliage season. Fall leaf color is heavily influenced by the September and 
October weather.  Wetter-than-normal conditions will produce less vivid colors and cause the 
leaves to drop early.  The weather this year has been nothing short of perfection we've had a 



long stretch of mild, sunny days along with crisp, cool nights.  Sharp, daily temperature 
swings along with the decrease in daylight have played vital roles in the development of leaf 
color.  In addition to the fall foliage, there are a few events going on in Franklin County this 
weekend, including the Ashfield Fall Festival and Celebrate the Harvest Festival in Orange.  
 
News    10/26/13   6pm              : 30 
 
The last couple of weeks of October have truly brought the colder air that was lacking during 
the beginning of fall.  Autumn cold was in the air in western Massachusetts Saturday 
morning, and with the cold around many of you had to put the heat on!  While it took a while 
for us to get the first frost, now that the chill is here, it's much colder than normal.  The cold 
combined with the wind to bring our first wind chills of the season.  With temperatures this 
cold arriving much earlier than normal, people are getting in a winter mindset early.  With two 
nights in a row with temperatures in the middle or low 20’s, more seasonable overnight 
temperatures are in the forecast for a little while.  
 
News    11/07/13   6pm              : 30 
 
Despite some rain and wind Thursday it was a very mild day with highs in the lower 60’s.  It 
was very different from what we were dealing with last year on November 7th.  Light snow fell 
across western Massachusetts and temperatures were only in the 30’s.  It's not that 
uncommon for us to get snow in November. In 1986 and 1987 significant snow fell on 
Veterans Day.  And there have been some years that we've had snow for Thanksgiving.   On 
average here in the Springfield area we see our 1st inch of snowfall on November 23rd.  But 
not everybody is looking forward to those first snowflakes.  No Snow, don't want to hear that 
snow letters at all.  The rain has ended and now the temperatures all falling off.   
 
News    11/11/13   6pm              : 30 
 
Some of us have already seen snowflakes, but we've only seen measurable snow in a few 
areas.  Some measurable snow this time of year is normal, but we'll have to wait a bit for that 
first inch of snow.  No snow in sight so far along the streets of Northampton, but we haven't 
all been so free this fall.  Some towns around western Massachusetts have already woken up 
this season to some coatings of snowfall, but daytime temperatures have been just too warm 
to let it stick around. No western Massachusetts towns have measured an inch of snow so 
far, but its coming.  Berkshire County normally gets their first inch of snow between the 
middle and end of November.  Franklin County’s first inch comes as we head into December 
and you'll find an inch of snow normally falling during the first or second week of December in 
Hampden and Hampshire Counties.  Of course the date of the first inch of snow can vary 
from year to year.  Some more snow chances could come as early as tonight.  
 
News    11/15/13   5pm              : 30 
 
It was another dry and mild fall day.  The dry weather we're having is nice to be out in but it is 
creating a higher than normal brush fire danger.  It was another mostly sunny and dry day.  
The last time we picked up more than a half inch of rain was back in early October.  River 



levels are down and the U.S. Drought Monitor has most of western Massachusetts classified 
as Abnormally Dry.  From Worcester County to eastern Massachusetts they are experiencing 
Moderate Drought conditions.  And the dry weather we've been having this fall is increasing 
our threat for brush fires.  The Wilbraham Fire Department had to put out a suspicious brush 
fire that started off of Vista Road Thursday afternoon.  Typically in the spring and fall are our 
usual two seasons that it gets very busy with brush fires.  Three major factors are lack of rain 
of course dropping humidity levels and also wind. Those are the three contributing factors.  
Captain Bourcier says be careful when using lawn mowers or tractors when picking up your 
leaves because the hot exhaust could set the leaves on fire.  And if you're thinking about 
planting some trees or shrubs you should make sure you give them some water.  
 
News    11/17/13   7am              : 30 
 
Fire crews have been fighting a fire for the second day in a row.  They're back in the Franklin 
County town of Bernard ton today.  A brush fire started deep in the woods near Eden Trail 
Road Saturday about a half a mile from the nearest paved road.  It burned an estimated 5 or 
more acres.  Bernardston Fire Chief Peter Shedd told 22News about 65 firefighters from 8 
towns we're called to help fight the fire. 
 
News    11/25/13   6pm              : 30 
 
The calendar may say late November, but temperatures today and especially yesterday felt 
more like mid-winter.  Sometimes we don't prepare for weather until its right upon us and this 
cold weather is giving us early warning for winter. Another very cold, but bright day around 
western Massachusetts Monday, this, following a windy and even colder Sunday.  The chilly 
air and brief coating of snow has made procrastinators act and prepare for the coldest 
season. At Rocky's Ace Hardware in Agawam, they had a busy weekend with the majority of 
customers fixing insulation problems that they noticed after our first temperature drop.  Wood 
logs and wood pellets are also big sellers, but people were also focused on dealing with 
outside weather conditions too.  Our next chance for snow isn't too far away.  
 
News    12/02/13   5:30pm              : 30 
 
It's a new approach meant to cut down on energy costs. And it's happening right here in 
western Massachusetts.  This is the third year of the Solarize Massachusetts program.  The 
program's mission is to increase the number of households and businesses that use solar 
energy as a source of electricity. Since 2011, 21 communities have taken advantage of the 
program.  Today, Energy and Environmental Affairs Secretary Rick Sullivan announced 15 
additional communities, including Amherst, which will have the opportunity to buy solar 
panels at a fraction of the cost.  Homeowners and business owners joined state officials at 
Atkins Farms; a South Amherst market that went solar two years ago. 
 
News    12/12/13   6pm              : 30 
 
It may not officially be winter yet but this week it has looked and felt a lot like winter.  
According to the Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency, approximately 70% of 



winter deaths related to snow and ice occur in automobiles.  We've already seen a little snow 
and ice this month that has made for some slippery conditions on the roads.  When you have 
to drive in winter weather it's important to have good tires on your car.  At Rucki's in Holyoke 
they've been very busy putting winter tires on people's cars.  All season are better than 
regular tires but the snow tires are still a lot better than the all season on our vehicles here we 
always put the snow tires and on some of the vehicles we even put studs because you do get 
a lot better traction.  In Massachusetts the use of studded tires is allowed from November 2nd 
through April 30th.  In addition to having good tires you should keep your gas tank at least 
half full, keep windows clear of snow and ice and drive with your headlights on when visibility 
is poor so you can see and be seen.  For more winter weather driving tips you can log onto 
our website at WWLP.com.  
 
News    12/31/13   6pm              : 30 
 
This New Years Eve cold weather will be a problem possibly right into the weekend.  Hours 
or even minutes spent unprotected in the cold can cause you serious injury if you don't 
recognize the signs.  Layers will help you to stay warm, but if any part of your body is 
exposed, you run the risk of frost bite.  While you can get frost bite in minutes, hypothermia, 
the cooling of your core body temperature, takes longer.  Cooling your body temperature just 
one or two degrees colder than normal could be very serious and you should seek medical 
care.  Leaving as little skin exposed to the cold as possible is the best way to prevent long 
term harm.  While alcohol may make you feel warmer, it actually harms the bodies 
temperature controls and makes you oblivious to the harm that the cold is causing you.  



 

 
The following is WWLP programming addressing Government 
during the 4th

 quarter of 2013.  These issues were addressed 
through our locally produced news programming. 
___________________________________________________________ 

 
News    10/01/13   6am            : 30 
 

A government shutdown is in effect this morning after Congress failed to pass a funding bill.  
Congress hasn't passed a budget since 2009.  Now every few months the House and Senate 
have to agree on something called a "continuing resolution" that temporarily funds 
government operations.  This time House Republicans demanded that the president's health 
care reform law be repealed, defunded or delayed in exchange for keeping the government 
open.  Senate Democrats refused, and after days of back-and-forth Congress missed its 
deadline.   
 
News    10/06/13   6pm            : 30 
 
It's the sixth day of a partial government shutdown. 22News reporter Anaridis Rodriguez got a 
chance to speak with Congressman Richard Neal on the chances that we'll soon see the 
government back up and running.  It's been almost a week since the government partially 
shut down.  And tempers are flaring among voters.  We had a chance to ask Congressman 
Richard Neal of Springfield that question just before a road race in the city.  Neal will return to 
Washington before a House session Monday night.  He says he's concerned the shutdown 
will continue and Republicans will use the debt ceiling as leverage.  Since the shutdown last 
Tuesday, 800,000 federal workers were furloughed.  In a surprise announce Saturday, 
Defense Secretary Chuch Hagel said almost 400,000 civilians employees in his department 
will go back to work Monday.  
 
News    10/07/13   6pm            : 30 
 
Voters will head to the polls tomorrow to narrow the field of candidates looking to fill the State 
Senate seat left vacant by Senator Michael Knapik.  Voting will take place in 11 communities 
in the Pioneer Valley; including two in Hampshire County, Easthampton and Southampton.  
In August, State Senator Michael Knapik announced his resignation to take a job at Westfield 
State University.  Four candidates' names will be on the October 8th primary ballots.  On the 
Republican side, there's Westfield State Representative Don Humason and Holyoke Veteran 
Services Agent Michael Franco.  On the Democratic ballot, there's Easthampton Mayor 
Michael Tautznik and Holyoke City Councilor David Bartley.  
 
News    10/08/13   6pm            : 30 
 



There's still time to vote in today's state senate primary for the second Hampden district.  The 
seat was left vacant after former State Senator Michael Knapik resigned in August to take a 
job at Westfield State University.  In the Democratic primary voters can choose either 
Easthampton Mayor Michael Tautznik or Holyoke City Councilor David Bartley.  On the 
Republican primary ballot voters will decide between Westfield State Representative Don 
Humason and Holyoke Veteran Services Agent Michael Franco.  Polls close at 8 tonight.  
We'll have the results as soon as they are available, on the air, online and on your mobile 
device. 
 
News    10/09/13   11pm            : 30 
 
Republican Don Humason and Democrat David Bartley will now compete for Mike Knapik's 
former state senate seat.  Agawam is one of 11 communities in Hampden and Hampshire 
Counties that will now have to choose between Don Humason and David Bartley to be their 
next state senator.  Less than two hours ago, when the final results came in, 22News talked 
to Humason and Bartley about winning the primary elections tonight.  They agreed, the real 
race begins tomorrow.  Humason currently serves as the State Representative for Westfield.  
Bartley is a Holyoke city councilor.  They will be competing for one state senate seat, but 
tonight, they echoed the same message about the western Massachusetts economy. 
 
News    10/11/13   11pm            : 30 
 
The two candidates for West Springfield Mayor squared off today in a debate focused on 
business.  The West of the River Chamber of Commerce hosted the debate between 
incumbent mayor Gregory Neffinger and Edward Sullivan.  Both candidates said they favor 
an open door policy and will be transparent. Each also focused on how they plan to improve 
the community. 
 
News    10/13/13   7am            : 30 
 
On Saturday, a resolution to the Government shutdown seemed to be drawing closer, but 
that proved to be false. Early Saturday, John Boehner told the GOP conference the President 
had rejected his offer.  In the senate, Republican Susan Collins' presented a plan to reopen 
the Government through March, but Democrats said that time frame was too short.  And with 
a deal moving further way, partisan bickering continued. 
 
News    11/04/13   5:30pm           : 30 
 
Voters in 14 Northampton precincts will head to the polls tomorrow.  Last November, aside 
from voting in favor of a Proposition 2 1/2 override, Northampton voters also gave the city 
council the OK to change Northampton's charter.  Among the changes were lengthening the 
mayor's term from two to four years.  On Tuesday, voters will re-elect Northampton Mayor 
David Narkewicz who's running unopposed.  Out of 25,396 residents, more than 19,000 are 
registered to vote in Northampton.  14 precincts and seven wards have a number of elected 
offices up for grabs, including city councilor at large and school committee members. 
 



News    11/05/13   6pm            : 30 
 
Voters in the city of West Springfield will be making some important choices tonight, among 
them who they want to lead their city for the next two years. Here in West Springfield, they're 
expecting about half the city's residents to come out and vote.  22News talked to the Town 
Clerk's Office.  They said that as of 10 o'clock this morning, voter turnout was at 8.8%.  
Incumbent Greg Neffinger wants a second term.  Businessman and former Town Council 
President Ed Sullivan is the challenger.  Sullivan has criticized Mayor Neffinger's decision 
making process saying he doesn't listen to other people.  The Mayor has criticized Sullivan 
for tax increases under his watch as town council president.  
 
News    11/05/13   6pm            : 30 
 
Easthampton voters have been going to the polls today where they'll elect what will be the 
second person to serve as their city's mayor.  Mayor Michael Tautznik was the city's first 
mayor, voted in 1996.  He's not running for re-election, instead, ran an unsuccessful primary 
election bid to fill the state senate seat vacated by Michael Knapik.  Running to replace 
Tautznik is David Ewing, who has been in corporate management for Yankee Candle, Karen 
Cadieux, Mayor Michael Tautznik's assistant, and School Committee Chairwoman Nancy 
Sykes.  Out of 11,464 registered voters, 2,098 cast their ballots as of 3:30pm Tuesday 
afternoon.  
 
News    11/05/13   6pm            : 30 
 
In less than two hours 11 communities in Hampden and Hampshire Counties will have a new 
state senator, representing them in Boston.  When Agawam voters walk through that door 
here at the Roberta Doering School in Agawam, they'll receive two different ballots.  One's for 
the local races and the other is for the state senate race. Republican Don Humason and 
Democrat David Bartley are competing for the vacant state senate seat.  Mike Knapik 
resigned from that position earlier this year.  Besides the senate race, there are also 
contested City Council and School Committee races.  Mayor Richard Cohen is also on the 
ballot, but without any opposition.  So far about 1,000 people voted from Precinct 4. 
 
News    11/05/13   5:30pm           : 30 
 
Voters are heading to the polls in communities all across Western Massachusetts and 
22News is watching all the races for you.  We begin tonight with the highly anticipated vote in 
Palmer where residents are deciding if they want a casino in their town.  The 22News I-Team 
has been your source for casino developments in western Massachusetts, and we have team 
coverage in Palmer tonight with Reporters Laura Hutchinson and Ryan Walsh.  Based on 
what we've seen and are hearing the polling stations in Palmer have been steady all day.  
People are out holding signs attempting to sway votes today but we talked to people who 
said there was no changing their mind.  
 
News    11/06/13   6pm            : 30 
 



Whether it went the way you wanted or not, it was a pretty eventful election night.  
Palmer rejected the casino, and a number of communities have new mayors.  The incumbent 
mayors in Westfield and Holyoke ended up on top but the same cannot be said in other 
communities.  For some, the night was disappointing, while others had reason to celebrate.  
Palmer rejected Mohegan Sun's casino proposal and Don Humason took the State Senate 
seat last held by fellow republican Mike Knapik.  Mayors Alex Morse in Holyoke and Dan 
Knapik in Westfield got to keep their seats while the same cannot be said for those in West 
Springfield and Chicopee.  Former Chicopee Mayor Richard Kos defeated Mayor Michael 
Bissonnette who was seeking a 5th term; while in West Springfield Ed Sullivan unseated first-
term incumbent Mayor Greg Neffinger.  Some voters say: new faces or not, they're looking 
forward to their elected leaders moving past the election and getting back to work.  
Easthampton also has a new mayor tonight for the first time in 16 years.  Karen Cadieux won 
the four-way race with 61% of the votes.  
 
News    11/06/13   11pm            : 30 
 
Easthampton voters elected their second-ever mayor, since changing to a city-type 
government 17 years ago.  Mayor Michael Tautznik has been the city's mayor since 1996.  
Tonight, Karen Cadieux carried all five of the city's precincts; winning the mayoral race and 
becoming Easthampton's second mayor.  Unofficial results show 2,567 voters cast their 
ballots in favor of Cadieux. Nancy Sykes trailed behind with 1,686 votes.  
 
News    11/06/13   11pm            : 30 
 
Daniel Knapik can look forward to another two years as the mayor of Westfield.  Knapik and 
his supporter had good reason to celebrate at tonight's victory party in downtown Westfield.  
It was a happy mayor who shared his excitement with 22News earlier this evening. 
 
News    11/20/13   5:30pm           : 30 
 
The Massachusetts Senate welcomed a new state senator today.  For 11 years Don 
Humason served the Massachusetts House of Representatives, he says his new title will take 
a little getting used to.  State Senator Don Humason was sworn into the Massachusetts 
Senate by Governor Deval Patrick.  He was accompanied by his wife, Janice, his parents, in-
laws, staff, supporters, and former state Senator Michael Knapik, who he will replace.  
Humason said he's looking forward to representing the interests of western Massachusetts.  
Humason has been assigned to the Senate Ways and Means committee, an important 
position, where he'll have a say on all state budget issues.  
 
News    12/06/13   9am           : 30 
 
He's only been in his new job a few weeks, but Westfield's Don Humason has a new 
leadership position on Beacon Hill.  Senate Minority Leader Bruce Tarr had named Don 
Humason new Senate Minority Whip.  This is video of Humason's formal swearing in last 
month.  As Minority Whip, Humason will coordinate votes within the Senate Republican 
Caucus and assist the Minority Leader in developing policy.  A State Rep for ten years, 



Humason moved to the State Senate in a special election to replace now- former Senator 
Michael Knapik. 
 
News    12/11/13   6pm           : 30 
 
The Patrick administration announced their revenue estimates for next year.  The state's top 
budget experts project higher tax collections and modest growth next year, but that doesn't 
mean the state will be able to go on spending spree anytime soon.  Massachusetts 
Department of Revenue Commissioner Amy Pitter estimates the state will collect about $24 
billion dollars in tax revenue in fiscal year 2015. That reflects steady revenue growth of just 
over $1 billion dollars, or 5% up from 3% in the current fiscal year.  The Massachusetts 
Taxpayers Foundation cautions that the projected rise in revenue is less than in past 
economic recoveries that saw 6% to 7% growth.  They say most of the money will be quickly 
absorbed by current spending obligations.  Commissioner Pitter says Massachusetts is also 
currently running a surplus in tax collections of about $300 million dollars.  She says it will 
likely decrease by about $100 million dollars by the year's end, in part because of a recent 
income tax rate reduction.  Over the next few weeks, several budget hearings will be held 
across the state in preparation for the governor's state budget proposal that will be released 
in January.  
 
News    12/17/13   6pm           : 30 
 
Beacon Hill lawmakers are expected to debate a number of ballot questions proposed for 
next November.  There is a process to getting a question on a ballot.  Supporters must first 
get approval from the Attorney General.  If the initiative is approved, they then must collect at 
least 68,911 signatures before it can be certified.  Once they have enough signatures, the 
proposals are sent to the state legislature in January.  This year, seven ballot questions are 
up for debate; among them, the repeal of the state's casino law and a raise in minimum 
wage.  
 
News    12/30/13   6pm           : 30 
 
The date has been set for the special election to fill the seat left vacant by now-state senator 
Don Humason.  If you live in Westfield, you will want to mark on your calendar these two 
dates, March 4th and April 1st, 2014.  Secretary of State William Galvin announced today the 
primaries will be held on March 4th and then a special election on April 1st to fill now-state-
senator Don Humason's seat in the House of Representative.  Humason won November's 
special election to take Mike Knapik's Senate seat.  Westfield voters will now have to choose 
a new House representative for the 4th Hampden District.  Many people told 22News they will 
make sure to head to the polls in March and April. 



 

The following is WWLP programming addressing Health-
Smoking during the 4th

 quarter of 2013.  These issues were 
addressed through our locally produced news programming. 
____________________________________________________ 
 
News    10/21/13   5:30pm               : 30 
 
The Massachusetts Department of Revenue says smuggling cigarettes and tobacco across 
state lines is a growing problem for the state.  A special commission studying the economic 
fallout of illegal tobacco and cigarette trade met today in Boston.  Department of Revenue 
Commissioner Amy Pitter said the nine member commission will study the economic impact 
of the illegal distribution of cigarettes and tobacco products in the Commonwealth.  The group 
was supported by legislation in the 2014 budget and they are supposed to recommend 
legislation, enforcement and penalties to strengthen tobacco excise and sales tax collections.  
The excise cigarette tax went up a dollar to $3.51 per pack this year.  That excludes the 
states 6.25% sales tax that the state of Massachusetts tacks on.  It not only has people going 
over state lines to personally buy tobacco products, but stores as well.  
 
News    10/23/13   6pm                 : 30 
 
For the first time ever a majority of Americans favor legalizing marijuana.  Washington and 
Colorado became the first two states in the past year to legalize recreational marijuana, and 
some other states are following their lead. Massachusetts is still working to establish medical 
marijuana dispensaries and several people have applied to do so in Franklin County.  
According to a Gallup poll, the support to legalize marijuana has surged 10 points in the past 
year to 58%.  The poll also says 38% of Americans admit to having tried marijuana.  
Massachusetts legalized medical marijuana last November. Many communities have delayed 
moving forward with any dispensaries.  But Greenfield decided not to impose those 
restrictions and now people are looking to start up in the business.  Michael Ruggeri, the 
owner of Ruggeri's Beverage here in Greenfield has applied to open a medical marijuana 
dispensary.  He's in phase two of the application process and will have to pay $30,000 by 
November 21st to move forward. He says while it is a sensitive subject.  There has been a lot 
of support from the community. In 1969 only 12% favored legalization, but with a shift in the 
views of marijuana being used medicinally the numbers have increased almost five-fold.  The 
Gallup poll was conducted over the phone with over 1,000 people in all 50 states, and says 
the margin of error is plus or minus 4% points.  
 
News    10/25/13   6pm                 : 30 
 
Springfield city officials have released an outline of how they plan to implement the state's 
new medical marijuana law.  So far two groups have expressed an interested in opening a 
medical marijuana dispensary here in Springfield.  And if one or both of them win the city and 
the state's approval, the first dispensary could open some time after March 31st, 2014.  
These two groups are Debilitating Medical Condition Treatment Centers and Baystate 



Compassion Center.  The City of Springfield announced today any group going through the 
state Department of Public Health's screening process must submit proposals to the City as 
well.  The application to the state is due November 21st; to Springfield, December 4th.  Some 
people told 22News they hope the state will consider opening up more dispensaries after the 
first round of licenses are given. 
 
News    10/26/13   11pm                 : 30 
 
A special commission responsible for studying the illegal cigarette and tobacco trade in 
Massachusetts will hold their first meeting on Monday.  The nine-member panel is expected 
to recommend legislation, enforcement actions and penalties.  One goal of the commission is 
to strengthen the collection of tobacco excise and sales taxes.  Tobacco smuggling is a 
growing problem in Massachusetts.  The commission will also look at how other states 
combat counterfeit tax stamps and underground distribution rings. 
 
News    10/29/13   11pm                 : 30 
 
The Springfield City Council now has until June to discuss regulations on medical marijuana 
dispensaries.  After hearing from both sides, the Council approved a moratorium on issuing 
dispensary licenses until June 30th or until the Health and the Planning departments draft 
regulations for a special permit, whichever comes first.  The state Department of Public 
Health may issue licenses starting in January, but under the moratorium, groups that want to 
build in Springfield will have to go through a separate application process for the special 
permit.  But some people don't agree with the moratorium. 
 
News    10/30/13   6am                 : 30 
 
Electronic cigarettes could soon share the same restrictions as regular cigarettes here in 
Massachusetts.  Here in South Hadley E-cigarettes are not allowed to be sold to anyone 
younger than 18; that same restriction is also already in effect in Tauton, Pittsfield, and 
Boston and is part of the Bill lawmakers are now debating to go into place for the entire state.  
That bill passed the Committee on Public Health Tuesday, this week.  The restrictions on e-
cigarettes here in South Hadley include selling the liquid nicotine used inside the e-cigarette.  
The Town of South Hadley also restricts the use of the electronic smoking device inside 
places where traditional smoking is not-allowed violators will face a minimum $100 dollar fine.  
 
News    11/04/13   6pm                 : 30 
 
The group led by Herbie Flores and former state Senator Brian Lees that wants to bring a 
medical marijuana distribution facility to Hampden County, has notified seven communities 
they may place their proposed dispensary there.  Flores told 22News Debilitating Medical 
Condition Treatment Centers Inc. gave notice to Springfield, Agawam, West Springfield, 
Chicopee, Southwick, Holyoke and East Longmeadow.  Flores says the will select a preferred 
location by November 21st and submit that to the Department of Public Health.  There are 11 
groups applying for one of potentially five dispensaries in Hampden County. 
 



News    11/04/13   5pm                 : 30 
 
A new study says Massachusetts' ban on workplace smoking has helped lower the number of 
people exposed to cancer-causing smoke on the job, but certain employees are less likely to 
be protected.  The findings reveal that 3% of nonsmokers in professional fields were exposed 
to a coworker's tobacco smoke.  But, 37% of trade workers who didn't smoke said a 
colleague lit up in their presence on the job. 
 
News    11/06/13   5pm                 : 30 
 
Under Massachusetts law, every resident is required to have health insurance.  But knowing 
which plan is right for you can be confusing, the federal affordable care act, the  
Massachusetts Health Connector, or a private plan.  So many companies so many plans, so 
many ways to get insured.  22News went to Health New England in Springfield for some help 
understanding how to start.  The experts here at Health New England told 22News, when it 
comes to the difference between state health insurance and a privatized plan, there isn't 
much of one.  They say many of the plans you see on the Commonwealth Connector are 
plans from private companies, just with a subsidy.  A subsidy is basically a way to lower the 
amount you pay each month.  The less money you make, the less you pay out of pocket.  
Health New England's Susan O'Connor told 22News President Obama's Affordable Care Act 
doesn't change much for you, but companies have had to make some changes.  And health 
New England says that even a private plan can be purchased for an affordable price.  A 
subsidy on health insurance is available for people making up to 400% of the federal poverty 
level. 
 
News    11/08/13   6pm                 : 30 
 
Once the state's medical marijuana dispensaries are up and running, Massachusetts may 
face an even bigger set of regulations: legalizing the drug altogether.  It's considered the 
Prohibition of our time: the illegality of marijuana. But a new ballot committee called Bay State 
Repeal wants to put Pot Prohibition in the past as well.  They want to see the question of 
legalization on the ballot in 2016.  Marijuana has long been known as a gateway drug.  Both 
sides have strong opinions as to whether legalization would make the system safer, or 
potentially lead to the legalization of other drugs.  Supporters of legalization say people of 
Massachusetts who want marijuana already find a way to get it.  And that in itself weakens 
the impact of the term illegal.  The fact that it's illegal brings in a lot of the criminal element 
and by making it more mainstream you could probably take that (delete pause) danger and 
impurity and risk out of it.  Voters in Colorado and Washington made pot legal last year, and 
now opponents and proponents here in Mass. are watching what impact the rollout of 
regulations have on those states.  
 
News    11/15/13   5pm                 : 30 
 
According to a new study, alternative forms of smoking are becoming more popular with 
teens.  Many young teens who try smoking don't want their parents to be able to smell it.  So 
they try electronic or e-cigarettes.  A new study from the Centers for Disease Control found 



that e-cigarette use went up for middle and high school students between 2011 and 2012.  
Hookah use has increased too, it's a pipe with water that's used to smoke tobacco that can 
even be flavored.  About 5% of high school students say they've tried it. 
 
News    11/15/13   11pm                 : 30 
 
A new Western New England University opinion poll finds more people are now accepting 
marijuana as a form of medicine.  Using marijuana to treat serious medical conditions is legal 
in Massachusetts.  63% of Massachusetts voters approved a ballot initiative last year to 
legalize medical marijuana.  Now, a year later, the final applications for dispensaries are due 
next week, and the state is expected to award licenses January 31st.  And a new survey says 
more people are warming up to the idea of opening a marijuana dispensary.  Western New 
England University asked 517 adults and found that 74% support using marijuana for 
medicinal purposes.  That number is up 11 points from last year, when 63% supported the 
medical use.  There is evidence that patients undergoing chemotherapy can use it to relieve 
pain.  It's a tool doctors can use.  Groups such as Northampton Prevention Coalition are 
concerned that a relaxed view will lead to more young people abusing marijuana.  The same 
survey found 41% support legalizing marijuana for everyone.  But some people believe that 
could change.  You can read this survey in its entirety on our website wwlp.com.  There you 
can also read more about the license application process.  
 
News    11/18/13   6pm                : 30 
 
Phase 2 applications are due this Thursday for those who want to operate medical marijuana 
dispensaries in Massachusetts.  The 2012 voter-approved law will allow for 35 dispensaries 
across the state.  Since the law took effect January 1st, 181 applicants filed for a license in 
the first phase of this process.  In October, health officials weeded out 22 applicants, and 159 
are now vying for the 35 licenses.  There are five applicants in Hampshire County; including 
the CEO of ServiceNet.  The Northampton city council approved a resolution this month 
supporting licensed dispensaries in Hampshire County; saying they'll create jobs and help 
patients with debilitating medical conditions.  
 
News    11/19/13   5pm                : 30 
 
New York City today became one of the first major U.S. cities to raise the legal age to buy 
tobacco products from 18 to 21 years old  Several Massachusetts towns have also either 
raised the legal age to buy cigarettes to 21 or are in the process of doing so, including 
Arlington, Dover, and Canton.  Supporters of New York City’s bill hope the age change will 
lower the number of young adults that start a smoking habit. 
 
News    11/20/13   11pm            : 30 
 
South Hadley has amended zoning bylaws that could allow a marijuana dispensary to be built 
in town.  Town leaders tonight voted to change the bylaws.  That means if a non-profit wins a 
state license to build a marijuana dispensary, South Hadley will be able to grant a special 
permit as long as the group abides by the zoning ordinances.  Some South Hadley residents 



told 22News they see this as an opportunity for both the town and people who use medical 
marijuana. 
 
News    11/23/13   9am                 : 30 
 
State health officials released a list Friday of the 100 applicants that are applying for medical 
marijuana dispensary licenses.  Of those 100 applicants, 16 groups said they want to build a 
dispensary in western Massachusetts.  Hampden and Hampshire Counties each have 4 
groups interested.  3 non-profits listed Franklin County as their number 1 choice.  And 
Berkshire County has 5 applicants.  The state Department of Public Health will allow at least 
one, but no more than five, dispensaries in each county.  They could start awarding licenses 
as early as January.  If you want to see the specific cities and towns these groups listed on 
their applications, go to our website WWLP.com. 
 
 
News    11/25/13   6pm                 : 30 
 
State officials are reviewing 100 Phase 2 applications before awarding up to 35 medical 
marijuana licenses.  100 Phase 2 applications were hand delivered to the state's Department 
of Public Health last week.  The Health Department designated a selection committee to 
evaluate and score applicants based on a number of factors; including where they plan to 
open a dispensary and local support. The voter-approved law will allow for 35 medical 
marijuana dispensaries across the state.  Each county will have one but no more than five.  
Northampton's planning board has already approved zoning rules and restrictions for 
dispensaries, but they haven't received any proposals. 
 
News    11/26/13   5pm                 : 30 
 
Last year, the flu season was a bad one with confirmed cases as early as October.  Flu 
season is officially underway with at least one case already in western Massachusetts  
According to the CDC, Massachusetts now has the most flu-cases of all New England states, 
with more widespread flu in the south.  Here at Holyoke Medical Center they've already had 
one confirmed case of the flu over the past few weeks.  That's a normal start for a reason that 
usually peaks in February and March.   If you're going to get a flu shot, now is the perfect 
time before they start seeing more cases next month.  This year's national flu vaccine 
includes a strain of flu that was first identified in Massachusetts, known as Massachusetts 
strain b virus.  People told 22news they're already protecting themselves.  The beginning of 
flu season comes at a particularly bad time as many of you will be meeting up with family and 
friends for Thanksgiving, potentially spreading disease.  As always doctors recommend 
frequent hand washing to reduce chances of spreading the flu.  
 
News    12/10/13   5pm                 : 30 
 
It's an initiative aimed at stopping teens from buying tobacco.  The Hampshire Council of 
Government says there are more young people using tobacco products.  The council says 
the use of little cigars by youth rose from 13.3% to 17.6% in six years.  That number is now 



higher than the rate of teens smoking cigarettes.  Because of this, Franklin County Boards of 
Health have passed new regulations aimed at preventing teens from smoking.  The new 
policies will ban the sale of tobacco in health care institutions like pharmacies.  Tobacco 
retailers also have to increase the price of single cigars; which can cost as little as $.69. 
 
News    12/12/13   5:30pm                : 30 
 
Six million people avoided the flu last year by getting a flu shot.  The new data presented by 
the centers for disease control and prevention show more people benefited from last year's 
flu vaccine because the season was so severe.  Nearly four hundred thousand people were 
hospitalized last year with the flu.  So far this year about 40% of Americans have gotten a flu 
shot.  
 
News    12/19/13   5pm                 : 30 
 
Fewer teens are drinking and smoking tobacco but marijuana use is up, and teens don't think 
it's harmful.  The New Year will bring some relief to Massachusetts patients who suffer from 
debilitating medical conditions.  The state Department of Public Health will issue up to 35 
medical marijuana dispensary licenses by early 2014.  The DPH is still deciding which Phase 
2 applicants would safely meet the needs of patients, and also keep marijuana out of the 
wrong hands.  According to research from the National Institutes of Health, about one-third of 
high school seniors who smoke pot got the drug from someone else's medical marijuana 
prescription.  The statistic is no surprise to some, who say making any drug more available 
opens the door to abuse.  Under the law, patients diagnosed with conditions like cancer, 
AIDS, Parkinson's disease, and multiple sclerosis will be able to possess up to a 60-day 
supply of marijuana - that's ten ounces.  There would be no more than five dispensaries per 
county, and each must be at least 300 feet from a school. 
 
News    12/23/13   5:30pm                : 30 
 
The Hampshire Council of Governments is urging smokers to give themselves the gift of 
quitting the habit this holiday season.   Set a date and tell someone about it.  Make a list of 
things that might trigger your urge to smoke, then make a list of what you will do to beat those 
urges.  Ask friends or family for their support while you try to quit.  One family member of 
former smokers told 22News when you quit, it benefits people around you too. 
 
News    12/27/13   5pm                 : 30 
 
Some Teenagers might have to wait a few more years before they can legally buy cigarettes.  
Most states, including Massachusetts allow 18 year olds to buy tobacco.  In Alaska, Alabama, 
and Utah you have to be 19.  But some communities want to raise the minimum age even 
higher.  Last month, New York City became the first major US city to ban the sale of tobacco 
to anyone under 21.  And now several Massachusetts communities have also raised the 
minimum age.  Holyoke Medical Center Dr. Zubeena Mateen says it would reduce cigarette 
use among teens.  Raising the age limit might be a good idea because it could stop teens 
from smoking at an early age, but some people say at 18 you're an adult and should be able 



to make your own decisions.  But one person suggests harsher consequences for anyone 
who buys tobacco for underage smokers.  The Boston suburb of Needham was the first 
community in the US to ban the sale of tobacco to anyone under 21 in 2005.  Approximately 
90% of all smokers begin the habit before they are 21.  
 
News    12/28/13   6pm                 : 30 
 
Flu season has officially started.  Winter is in full effect and that means more crowding into 
spaces with lots of people.  And this exposure can increase your chances of catching the flu.  
There are many ways you can protect yourself from getting the flu.  Make sure to wash your 
hands more frequently and avoid contact with people you know are sick or are showing 
symptoms of illness.  But the best way to fight the virus is with the flu vaccine. 
 
News    12/30/13   5pm                 : 30 
 
Flu season is officially upon us in Massachusetts.  Massachusetts is one of nine states that 
the Centers for Disease Control have listed as having widespread reports of the flu already.  
There have been 860 reported cases of influenza.  Doctors told 22News while this number 
may seem high; it's actually expected this time of year. 



The following is WWLP programming addressing Jobs during 
the 4th

 quarter of 2013.  These issues were addressed through 
our locally produced news programming. 
 
News    10/01/13   6pm             : 30 
 

Veterans face several challenges trying to enter the workforce.  Last year, the Hiring our 
Heroes project committed to finding jobs for half a million vets. They work toward that goal by 
hosting hundreds of job fairs across the country.  For post 9/11 veterans jobs are elusive.  
Federal numbers show that the jobless rate among them remains at 10%. And for those 
under 25, it's almost three times as high.  But the biggest challenge among the veteran 
workforce is their inability to brand and market themselves.  Despite the fact that once they 
get a job, they tend to stay.  In two years, hiring our Heroes has hired more than 20,000 vets. 
 
News    10/08/13   5:30pm             : 30 
 
Experts say fewer jobs means more competition for jobseekers.  The jobless rate in 
Massachusetts has remained steady at 7.2% in the last several months. Experts say there 
are more applicants than jobs, making it harder to keep competitive.  The firm Managing 
Partner has come up 15 things a prospective employee could do to land a job.  We brought 
the list to Masiello Employment Services in Northampton.  Branch Manager Scott Kenfield 
says the most important thing to do is stand out before, during and after the interview. 
 
News    10/11/13   11pm             : 30 
 
Unemployment lines were extra long this week.  These are the first hard numbers revealing 
the effects the government shutdown is having on Americans.  Initial jobless claims jumped 
by 66,000 last week, to 374,000.  That's the biggest increase since super storm sandy a year 
ago this month.  A quarter of those filing were people directly impacted by the shutdown; 
most of them private sector workers contracted by the government.  Places like Lockheed 
Martin and United Technologies, for example, both have employees who were furloughed.  
Next week we'll see the impact of temporarily laid off public sector workers who are counted 
differently. 
 
News    10/18/13   5am             : 30 
 
New applications for initial unemployment benefits fell the second week of October according 
to the Labor Department.  358,000 claims were filed last week down 15,000 compared to the 
week before.  The Labor Department also announced that more than 70,000 workers 
furloughed in the shutdown signed up for jobless benefits in the week ending October fifth.  
The monthly October employment report will now be issued on November 8th.  Other delayed 
Labor reports will also be released in the next two weeks. 
 
News    10/22/13   6am             : 30 
 



Today, we'll get the report on unemployment report from September that was delayed 
because of the government shutdown.  Economists believe that employers added 180,000 
jobs last month.  That would be a slight improvement from Augusts’ gain of 169,000.  And it 
would be much better than the average 155,000 jobs a month added from May through 
August.  The unemployment rate is expected to remain at 7.3%.  The jobs report is carrying 
less weight than usual because the shutdown has likely slowed growth and hiring. 
 
News    10/24/13   5:30pm             : 30 
 
Applications for unemployment benefits aren't declining as expected so far in October this, 
after jobless claims reached an almost 6-year low last month.  The unemployment rate 
seems to be holding steady, but it's not enough for many Americans.  From 7.3%, down to 
7.2%, the unemployment fell unexpectedly from August to September.  Workers aren't losing 
positions, but job creation simply isn't moving at a rate for real recovery.  1528 148,000 jobs 
were added in September but economists expected at least 30,000 more than that.  The 16-
day government shutdown was discouraging for just about everyone, still, some workers 
insist things are heading in the right direction.  
 
News    11/01/13   11pm             : 30 
 
Fewer Americans are applying for unemployment.  Americans applying for jobless benefits 
fell by 10,000 last week to a seasonally adjusted 340,000, a sign that fewer workers are 
being laid off.  The Labor Department's first-time application figures didn't take into account 
the partial government shutdown.  Applications are now close to the pre-recession levels that 
were reached in August. 
 
News    11/08/13   5:30pm             : 30 
 
There's good news and bad news tonight for people looking for a job.  The good news is that 
the economy is growing which means more jobs are available.  But the fastest growing career 
fields aren't necessarily the most high-paying; for example, Home Health Aids.  With a 
projected 21% job growth through 2017 it's one of the fastest growing fields, but the median 
hourly pay is only $9.77 cents an hour.  Some other low-paying but fast growing job titles 
include fast food workers, landscapers, receptionists, and medical assistants.  
 
News    11/08/13   6am             : 30 
 
According to a new survey economists think the U-S added 122,000 jobs in October.  That 
would be sharply lower than the 148,000 added in September possibly because of the 
government shutdown.  The latest figures will be released in about an hour and a half.  Some 
economists think unemployment may rise as high as 7.5% after reaching 7.2% in September.  
If they're right it would be the first increase in the unemployment rate since May. 
 
News    11/15/13   6pm             : 30 
 



Massachusetts minimum wage workers could soon be earning more money.  Minimum wage 
workers in Massachusetts could start off the New Year with a little more money in their 
pockets.  A bill to increase the hourly rate from $8 to $11 dollars over the next three years will 
go before the Senate next week.  Critics of increasing the states minimum wage say it's going 
to make it harder to hire new workers, but one small business owner in West Springfield told 
22news workers today just can't live on 8 dollars an hour.  And when workers simply don't 
make enough money to support them, they're forced to look for help elsewhere.  
Most other families who have minimum wage probably have some form of government 
assistance.  Minimum wage isn't intended to support a family.  Once the minimum wage 
reaches $11 in 2016, the rate would then be tied to inflation. Similarly, Massachusetts' 
transportation bill passed this summer will link future gas prices to inflation.  Now some 
lawmakers are working to repeal it, saying it's taxation without representation, those future 
increases would happen without votes.  Right now Massachusetts' minimum wage must 
remain $.10 cents higher than the federal minimum wage of $7.25.  This bill would change 
that so it would always have to be at least $.50 cents higher. 
 
News    11/20/13   11pm             : 30 
 
Massachusetts minimum wage workers are one step closer to getting larger paychecks.  The 
State Senate voted 32-to-7 tonight to increase the minimum wage by $3 over the next three 
years to $11 an hour.  All of Western Massachusetts' senators voted for the bill, which would 
give Massachusetts the highest minimum wage in the country.  The bill also ties future 
minimum wage increases to inflation and guarantees that the minimum in Massachusetts will 
always be at least 50 cents higher than the federal minimum.  It would also increase the 
wage for tipped employees to half the minimum for hourly workers.  
The bill now heads to the house. 
 
News    11/23/13   6am             : 30 
 
The state jobs numbers are in.  Unemployment rose in Massachusetts from 7.1% to 7.2% in 
the last month.  At the same time, the number of people with jobs in October rose to a high 
that hasn't been seen since the 2001 "Dot Com Boom."  "Future Works" in Springfield told 
22News the jobs market is improving, and they're seeing fewer people coming in looking for 
work. 
 
News    11/28/13   11pm             : 30 
 
The number of Americans filing for new unemployment benefits dropped for the sixth time in 
seven weeks.  The labor department released the numbers today that show claims for jobless 
benefits, which is a measure of layoffs fell by 10,000 last week.  Economists do not see any 
specific factors that drove claims lower again, but say the overall improvement trend has 
been very encouraging as layoffs have declined and hiring has increased. 
 
News    12/06/13   5am             : 30 
 



The U.S. Bureau of labor statistics will release its much anticipated jobs report covering the 
month of November.  Many economists are hoping the report will show the economy added 
180,000 or more jobs last month.  That could be good news heading into the holiday 
shopping season.  An improving job market could be key to the Federal Reserve’s decision 
on whether to taper its financial stimulus program. 
 
News    12/07/13   11pm             : 30 
 
The national unemployment rate reached a 5-year low last month, hinting at possibly robust 
economic growth.  But consumer spending seems stuck.  Construction and manufacturing; 
those two industries added 44,000 jobs in November, and overall, all employers added 
203,000 jobs.  The federal Labor Department says the unemployment rates are on a 
downward trend. The national rate dropped to 7% last month. The Springfield rate decreased 
from 10% to 8% over the last few months.  But one Springfield man who found a job in 
September after being unemployed for about three months told 22News the job search wasn't 
easy.  And many people said with the increasing cost of living, one job doesn't always cover 
all the expenses.  The Labor Department said about half the jobs added this year were in 
low-wage industries, such as retail, restaurants and entertainment, temporary jobs and home 
health care.  
 
News    12/18/13   9am             : 30 
 
By the end of the year unemployment insurance and benefits will expire.  That's if Congress 
doesn't renew the long-term unemployment benefits for 1.3 million Americans.  U.S. Senators 
from Massachusetts, Rhode Island and Connecticut are among 32 lawmakers urging 
Congress to do so.  Millions of other short-term unemployed Americans will be affected if they 
exhaust their first 26 weeks of unemployment insurance.  Some told 22News they want the 
gridlock we've seen in Washington to end for the sake of Americans looking for jobs. 
 
News    12/19/13   5pm             : 30 
 
For the first time in more than six years, the unemployment rate in Massachusetts is higher 
than the national average.  According to the Executive Office of Labor and Workforce 
Development Massachusetts added over 6,000 jobs in November.  But the unemployment 
rate increased over the past year.  Even though the state is adding thousands of jobs 
monthly, residents still see the need for more to be done. 
 
News    12/20/13   11pm             : 30 
 
There's been an increase in the number of people needing unemployment benefits since 
Thanksgiving.  The seasonally adjusted number of 379,000 claims is the highest since 
March.  The labor department says the four-week average number rose by just over 13,000.  
By contrast, last month's unemployment claims fell to an almost six year low.  Economists 
say this month's two week spike is because of a later thanksgiving holiday.  If it continues into 
the New Year, analysts say it could signal a more troubling trend in layoffs and firings. 
 



News    12/21/13   9am             : 30 
 
Jobless benefits could be ending for thousands of people after the holiday season.  On 
December 28th, more than one million Americans who've been out of work for more than six 
months will stop getting their unemployment checks. Before leaving for their holiday recess, 
Congress took no action to extend the long-term federal unemployment benefits.  That 
means about 58,000 Massachusetts residents will lose their federal benefits by the end of 
next week. 
 
News    12/26/13   5:30pm             : 30 
 
First-time claims for unemployment insurance fell sharply last week in the biggest drop in 
over a year.  The labor department data released today show the number of Americans 
seeking unemployment benefits dropped by 42,000 to a seasonally adjusted 338,000.  The 
US economy has been showing signs of improvement in recent months to the extent that the 
Federal Reserve announced over a week ago it would reduce its stimulus spending on bonds 
by $10,000,000,000 to $75,000,000,000 a month.  The economy expanded at a 4.1% annual 
pace through the summer into the fall. 
 
News    12/27/13   5am             : 30 
 
Federal long-term unemployment benefits are set to expire tomorrow.  One million Americans 
who've been out of work for more than six months will stop getting their unemployment 
checks tomorrow.  That means about 58,000 Massachusetts residents will lose their federal 
benefits.  Long-term unemployment insurance payouts were left out of the bipartisan budget 
compromise signed into law by President Obama yesterday.  Democrats in congress, joined 
by a few republicans, will be pushing to reinstate those benefits when they return to the 
capitol next month. According to Gov. Patrick, a small number of Massachusetts residents 
may be able to re-apply for state benefits, but he said thousands of people will struggle if 
congress does not act soon after they reconvene in 2014.  But the outlook is uncertain, with 
some claiming the economy is now improving enough to justify eliminating long-term benefits. 
 
News    12/30/13   6pm             : 30 
 
It's a disappointing end to 2013 for tens of thousands of people in Massachusetts.  Their 
unemployment problems got worse today.  On Saturday federal long-term unemployment 
benefits ended. On Sunday and Monday people hoping to apply for weekly unemployment 
benefits found they couldn't access the state's website or the phone service.  Many hoped to 
find answers at career centers.  Washington Inventory Services hoped to recruit 50 people for 
permanent positions at Futureworks.  Futureworks offers programs to help in the competitive 
job market. You can find more information about career center programs on our website, 
wwlp.com. 
 
News    12/30/13   5pm             : 30 
 



A new state review says government agencies rely on temporary employees to fill permanent 
positions.  The state's inspector general reviewed 10 state agencies to examine why the state 
spends more than $10 million a year on temporary staff services.  Investigators found dozens 
of temporary workers who have been on the job as temps for more than three years. Some 
have been on the job as temps for more than a decade. Among the 10 agencies with the 
highest number of temporary staffing are the Executive Office of Labor and Workforce 
Development, the Department of Environmental Protection and the State Police. 


