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The following is WWLP programming addressing Crime during 
the 3rd

 quarter of 2012.  These issues were addressed through 
our locally produced news programming. 
________________________________________________ 
 
News    07/01/12   7am                : 30 
 

Two men are recovering this morning after being stabbed on Pine Street in Holyoke.  
Sgt.Kevin Thomas told 22News the victims were stabbed around 9 Saturday night and are 
being treated in the hospital.  The suspect is also in custody and is being treated at the 
hospital.  He is being charged with two counts of assault and battery with means of a 
dangerous weapon.  Police are not releasing the names of the victims or suspect. 
 
News    07/02/12   6pm                : 30 
 
Alleged kidnapper Edwin Santos of Holyoke was ordered held on $100,000 bail.  Santo's was 
arraigned today on 22 charges, including kidnapping and assault and battery on a police 
officer.  He is accused of trying to run over police officers with his car in the Riverdale 
Shopping Plaza in West Springfield Friday.  An FBI agent shot at him but Santos allegedly 
sped off.  Police caught up with him at an apartment complex off Riverdale Street where they 
said he tried to take three people hostage.  
 
News    07/03/12   6pm                : 30 
 
 21-year-old, Daniel Rosa of Springfield has been found guilty of murder for shooting another 
city man in the back in a dispute over $300 dollars.  The shooting took place near Riverton 
Road and Denver Street in Springfield in January 2011.  Rosa was convicted of first-degree 
murder in the killing of 24-year-old David Acevedo III.  Rosa was one of three men charged in 
Acevedo's death but prosecutors say he pulled the trigger. 
 
News    07/03/12   6pm                : 30 
 
Police in Springfield say an argument over a man led to a woman stabbing another woman in 
the neck.  It happened at 45 Warriner Ave. in the South End at around 9:45 last night.  
Captain William Collins said a woman stabbed her ex-boyfriend's new girlfriend.  The victim 
was taken to Baystate Medical Center.  She's expected to be okay.  Police are still looking for 
the suspect. Captain Collins says she'll be charged with assault and battery with a dangerous 
weapon. 
 
News    07/04/12   11pm                : 30 
 
Springfield Police are searching for vandals who smashed more than a half dozen car 
windows in Sixteen Acres.  Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney told 22News the vandals 
smashed either the driver’s side or passenger’s side windows on eight cars that were parked 



in driveways or in front of homes on Ellendale Circle and White Oak Road.  Sgt. Delaney 
says the damage amounts to between $300 and $400 dollars per car.  If you have 
information, you're asked to call the Springfield Detective Bureau at 787-6355 or "Text-a-Tip". 
 
News    07/05/12   6pm                : 30 
 
It was a relatively quiet night in Springfield with more than 50,000 people coming into town for 
the Star Spangled Springfield fireworks and only one arrest.  Springfield Police Sergeant 
John Delaney told 22News Johnny Martinez of Chicopee was arrested after he threw a beer 
bottle at a police officer.  The officer was directing traffic around Union and Walnut Streets, 
just east of Downtown. 
 
News    07/06/12   5pm                : 30 
 
19- year-old Vanessa Williams of Springfield was arrested after allegedly kicking a court 
officer.  Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney told 22News a court officer at the Hampden 
County Hall of Justice was handing Williams a restraining order Thursday afternoon.  
Delaney says Williams became enraged, and ripped up the order.  When the officer bent over 
to pick it up, Williams allegedly kicked him.  She's being charged with assault and battery on 
a police officer and has since been served with a new restraining order. 
 
News    07/06/12   7am                : 30 
 
Two men are recovering this morning after being stabbed on Pine Street in Holyoke.  
Sgt.Kevin Thomas told 22News the victims were stabbed around 9 Saturday night and are 
being treated in the hospital.  The suspect is also in custody and is being treated at the 
hospital.  He is being charged with two counts of assault and battery with means of a 
dangerous weapon.  Police are not releasing the names of the victims or suspect. 
 
 
News    07/07/12   6am                : 30 
 
A Connecticut man has been arrested for paying a girl to fight a younger teenager he 
suspected of bullying his daughter.  Forty two year old Phillip Prokop is due to appear in court 
on Monday on charges of inciting injury to a person, risk of injury to a minor and conspiracy to 
commit third-degree assault. Police say their investigation showed Prokop paid a 17 year old 
girl to fight a 13 year old girl at shopping center on May 26th.  He was arrested hours after 
the fight and released on a $10,000 bond. 
 
News    07/08/12   6pm                : 30 
 
State Representative Carlos Henriqez of Boston is in trouble with the law.  Boston Police 
arrested the 35 year old democrat about four thirty this morning and charged him with 
domestic assault and battery and kidnapping.  A woman told officers Enriquez wouldn't let her 
leave his car, and then physically attacked her.  House speaker Robert DeLeo E-mailed a 



statement calling the allegations disturbing and troubling.  There's been no comment from 
Henriquez or his staff.   
 
News    07/10/12   6pm                : 30 
 
A man from the eastern part of the state who's accused of plotting to fly remote-controlled 
model planes packed with explosives into the Pentagon and the U.S. Capitol plans to plead 
guilty to two charges.  That's according to court documents filed today by prosecutors and 
attorneys for Rezwan Ferdaus.  Ferdaus, from Ashland was arrested in September after the 
FBI posed as Al-qaida and delivered explosives to him.  The feds said he planned to blow up 
the Pentagon with explosive packed model planes. 
 
News    07/10/12   6pm                : 30 
 
Springfield police are investigating a drive-by shooting that sent a 15-year-old boy to the 
hospital.  Police say the boy was shot late last night in the city's Forest Park 
section.  Investigators say four shots were fired from a white vehicle and the boy was grazed 
in the hip.  Lt. James Rosso said the boy is not being cooperative with detectives 
investigating the shooting.  There have been no arrests. 
 
News    07/10/12   6pm                : 30 
 
More cars were vandalized in East Longmeadow and Springfield overnight.  Police in East 
Longmeadow say two cars were damaged on Elm Street after midnight.  The vandals also 
recently targeted cars on Edmund and John Streets.  The vandals are using BB guns to 
shoot out car windows.   
 
News    07/10/12   6pm                : 30 
 
One dozen car break-ins happen over the course of two days in South Hadley.  
It all happened between the hours of 10pm and 2am last Thursday and Friday. South Hadley 
Police Chief David LaBrie told 22News the cars were not vandalized but all were unlocked.  
Police said the break-ins happened in the Woodlawn Plains section of the town on Lexington 
Avenue, Knoll Street and Lincoln Avenue.  Chief LaBrie told 22News they don't have any 
suspects but believe those responsible were on foot.  Residents say even though it's a quiet 
neighborhood, times are changing.   
 
News    07/10/12   5pm                : 30 
 
There are more reports today of cars being vandalized in both East Longmeadow and 
Springfield.  Less than 24-hours after 22News gave you reports on cars being vandalized in 
East Longmeadow, Monday it happened again.  Sgt. Daniel Bruno told 22News that two 
more cars were vandalized just before midnight on Tuesday on Elm Street.  This now adds to 
the 20 plus cars already affected since last week.  But these acts of vandalism are not just 
limited to one community. Also on Tuesday morning, some residents in Springfield woke up 
to find some of their cars' windows completely smashed; this includes several cars in the 



Kimberly Ave. neighborhood.  Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney told 22News that no 
arrests have been, made but they are following leads right now.  He also said these recent 
reports of vandalism from Tuesday and last week in Sixteen Acres are believed to be related 
to those in East Longmeadow.  Police are advising neighbors to report any suspicious activity 
they see. 
 
News    07/10/12   12pm                : 30 
 
A 43 year old man was arrested for breaking into a home in Amherst.  John Lee Kydd of 
Amherst was found in the area of a reported burglary.  Amherst police said in a news release 
that Kydd was identified by a witness who saw him enter the home.  He also is alleged to 
have had heroin on him.  There was also a warrant out for his arrest.  He is charged with 
possession of drugs and breaking and entering. 
 
News    07/12/12   5am                : 30 
 
An employee at a Connecticut group home for people with disabilities is the target of an 
investigation after this video showing her kicking and whipping a resident was sent to the 
state.  The head of the Department of Developmental Services calls this video the most 
heinous thing he's ever seen.  It shows a young disabled woman getting kicked in the gut, 
and then she's hit with what appears to be a belt and finally dragged out of frame by her hair.  
The state says the caregiver was suspended immediately.   
 
News    07/15/12   7am                : 30 
 
Springfield police say they had to run over 34 year old William Hernandez of Springfield after 
he pulled a gun out on officers.  Springfield Police Lt. James Carney told 22News two officers 
were looking for a suspect that broke into cars in the area where Sacred Heart Church is 
located.  Police say they spotted Hernandez around 4:30 Saturday afternoon on Bancroft 
Street and approached him.  Hernandez then allegedly reached into his waistband and pulled 
out a gun and pointed it at the officer; the other officer that was still in the car then knocked 
over Hernandez with his cruiser.  Hernandez is facing several charges and will be arraigned 
tomorrow. 
 
News    07/17/12   6pm                : 30 
 
One of the two men charged in connection with the death of a popular student at a Chicopee 
high school has pleaded guilty to involuntary manslaughter.  Mark Melendez of Springfield 
was sentenced yesterday to a maximum of seven years in prison for his role in the March 
2011 deadly shooting of 16 year old Kevin Gomez.  Gomez was an academic star and a 
member of the football and basketball teams at Chicopee Comprehensive High School.  
Gomez was shot in the back after breaking up a fight involving Melendez.  The man accused 
of pulling the trigger is awaiting trial on a murder charge. 
 
 
 



News    07/17/12   5pm                : 30 
 
A man wanted for a number of car break-ins in East Longmeadow was caught in the 
act.  Sgt. Pat Manley told 22News that police arrested 43 year-old Edwin Datil of Springfield 
overnight on Sunday in the Prospect Street neighborhood, after a driver walked out to find a 
man in their car.  Often thieves target unlocked cars, residents are being urged to be more 
proactive to protect their property.  
 

News    07/18/12   5pm                : 30 
 
Ludlow, Springfield and Massachusetts State police are looking for an armed man in the 
woods near Center Street in Ludlow. Neighbors said they heard a loud explosion, and then 
saw heavy black smoke coming from this home at 795 Center Street.  Police have not 
confirmed any information yet but according to neighbors that is where a retired Springfield 
police officer George Stuart lives with his wife.  That's the same name listed in the white 
pages for that address.  By all accounts we've heard a very social couple who interacted with 
their neighbors frequently.  That's why people here are shocked to hear that following some 
sort of domestic dispute, that man is believed to have set fire to the rear of this house, and 
then fled into the woods while armed.  State and local police have been here all day with 
helicopters and K9 units.  Center Street has been closed to all traffic except those who live 
here.  This house is right across the street from Europa Restaurant.  The restaurant owner 
said his business ground to a halt because of this ongoing situation. 
 
News    07/19/12   6pm                : 30 
 
The retired Springfield police officer who shot himself in the woods near his home in Ludlow 
after an hour’s long standoff is in critical condition in the hospital.  State police and officers 
from Ludlow, Springfield and Wilbraham were all called in to help with the situation in Ludlow 
on Wednesday. Now that the police presence is gone, neighbors are still in shock over what 
happened.  Residents in Ludlow are still surprised their neighborhood was the center of so 
much commotion.  71 year old George Stuart lived in this home with his wife at 795 Center 
Street in Ludlow.  He's a retired Springfield police officer who according to neighbors must 
have just snapped.  Ludlow Police say at 10:30 Wednesday morning they were called to the 
Stuart's home for a report of a domestic dispute then a fire at the back of the home.  Wendy 
said that Stuart's wife was not injured in the incident and is living with her daughter.  George 
Stuart ran out of the home armed and threatened to kill himself and he then ran into the 
woods behind his home.  After more than 8 hours the standoff came to an end when Ludlow 
police say Stuart fired the gun on himself.  We called Ludlow and Springfield Police today and 
neither would comment any further about the incident. 
 
News    07/19/12   6pm                : 30 
 
Two homes were the targets of Molotov cocktails in the Forest Park Section of Springfield this 
week.  Today a fence was set on fire.  The first home hit was 35 Kimberly Avenue on 
Wednesday afternoon.  Then hours later 5 more Molotov cocktails were thrown at 26 Palm 
Street.  The first home did not suffer much damage.  But the one at Palm Street you can see 
caused minor damage to the house.  Dennis Leger Aide to the Fire Commissioner said this 



afternoon a fence at 33 Kimberly Avenue was lit on fire by some type of accelerant.  One 
resident said he was alarmed to hear his home had been hit. 
 
News    07/20/12   6pm                : 30 
 
Police in Springfield are investigating several arson fires that took place overnight on 
Thursday in this quiet Forest Park neighborhood.  Just before midnight, a Molotov cocktail 
was thrown at the back of this building on White Street.  21 minutes later, a truck was set on 
fire outside this home on Kimberly Ave, and less than 15 minutes after that, trash cans were 
set on fire outside 2 homes on Allen Street.  One homeowner on the street said hat the 
suspects almost got away with torching his car too.  Police are searching for suspects; they're 
said to be four African-American teenage boys. But until those responsible are caught, 
families in the area fear for their safety.  As a precaution, police have stepped-up patrols in 
this section of the city to monitor the streets.  Meantime, neighbors are told to be on high alert 
and report any suspicious activity they may see.  Police believe this morning's fires are tied to 
the same Molotov cocktail attacks that happened in the city on Wednesday. 
 
News    07/20/12   5pm                : 30 
 
Massachusetts State Police are asking for help in a search for a person who shot a 16-year-
old girl in a road rage incident.  On July 1st, a family from Maine was traveling on Route 495 
in Merrimac when the girl was shot through the back seat window.  Police are looking for a 
white Honda Accord.  The gunman was described as a light-skinned African American or 
Hispanic man, approximately in his 20s, with short dark hair and wearing a gray t-shirt and 
sunglasses. 
 
News    07/20/12   12pm                : 30 
 
Also today, police and arson investigators are still looking into at least six fires that were 
intentionally set in the Forest Park section of the city.  Four fires were set within about 40 
minutes of each other.  Affected streets include Kimberly Avenue, White Street, and Allen 
Street.  Police Commissioner William Fitchet told 22news they are searching for four African 
American boys in their teens.  Residents said they spotted the boys running from the fires.   
Police believe the fires are connected to incidents from Wednesday where Molotov cocktails 
were thrown in two different locations.  Police have also increased patrols in the area. 
 
News    07/20/12   4:30am           : 30 
 
Extra police are patrolling the Forest Park area of Springfield after 4 fires were intentionally 
set since midnight.  In fact, since Wednesday 6 fires have been set all within the same 
neighborhood.  It started with one Molotov cocktail thrown at 35 Kimberly Ave. then 5 more 
thrown at 26 Palm Street.  And this morning just after midnight a Molotov cocktail was thrown 
in the area of 472 White Street.  Just before 12:30 15 Kimberly Ave., a rag was stuffed into 
the gas tank of a truck and lit, at 12:39 a trash fire in front of a gas station on Allen Street and 
three minutes later, another trash fire in front of 223 Allen Street.  Aide to the Fire 
Commissioner Denis Leger told 22News it now appears that all of these fires are connected 



and are being set by the same person or people.  22News called Springfield Police Captain 
Cheryl Claprood who said residents spotted 4 or 5 black male teenagers running from fires in 
the neighborhood.  So far, nobody has been arrested.  Police and fire officials are asking 
residents to be alert and report any suspicious activity. 
 
News    07/21/12   9am            : 30 
 
Springfield police are looking for two men involved in a home invasion early this morning.  It 
happened around 2:30 this morning at 173 Savoy Avenue in Springfield.  Springfield Police 
Captain Cheryl Claprood told 22News two masked men entered the home.  The men tied up 
a 21-year-old man, the only one there at the time, and then repeatedly hit him with a hammer.  
That man told Springfield police the men kept asking about money and drugs.  Police believe 
the men are driving a Blue Toyota Scion. 
 
News    07/21/12   11pm            : 30 
 
Two young homeless people pleaded not guilty in Northampton to hanging a 9 year girl from 
a tree with her own jump rope.  Police allege 34-year-old Lance Gouvan and 26-year-old 
Megan Bonny kidnapped the girl on the grounds of the Cutchins Center, dragged her by her 
hair to a tree and attempted to hang her.  A staff member from the center found the girl 
standing on her tiptoes.  Residents told 22News they're having a hard time understanding this 
bizarre act of violence. 
 
News    07/22/12   9am            : 30 
 
A car crash in Springfield ends with four people in the hospital and one arrest.   24 year old 
Kevin Silgar of Springfield was arrested on weapons charges after a serious car crash.  Lt. 
Alberto Ayala told 22News it happened around 9:40 last night when an officer attempted to 
stop a green Dodge Neon at Main and Montgomery streets.  The driver took off and crashed 
into another car a short distance away at Oak and Worcester streets.  Aide to the Fire 
Commissioner Dennis Leger told 22News one of the passengers had to be taken out of the 
neon with the Jaws of Life.  The four people in the car were taken to the hospital.  
Everyone suffered minor injuries and is expected to be okay.  Silgar was arrested and faces 
several charges including carrying a firearm without a license and possession of cocaine with 
intent to distribute.  
 
News    07/25/12   6pm            : 30 
 
Nearly a dozen fires have been intentionally set in Springfield's Forest Park Section over the 
past two weeks.  8 people have been arrested and charged with setting those fires.  The 
Forest Park section of the city has been plagued by fires set intentionally over the past two 
weeks.  There have been at least 11 set and 3 just last night.  Finally police have made 
arrests but even though the suspects have been caught, many people say it's been a 
traumatizing time.  And it was those kids who were arrested after Leticia called out her 
window scaring them off.  This was just one of three fires set on Tuesday night and at least 
11 set over the past two weeks.  Not all of the fires in question were started the same way but 



the one thing they all had in common was the fact that they were set intentionally; leaving 
everyone susceptible to an extremely dangerous situation.  Hours after the fires Tuesday 
night, police were able to arrest 8 suspects.  They range in age from 15 to 22 years old.  
Those who were not minors were in court Wednesday afternoon.   The 6 adult suspects who 
were in court today will be back in court on Monday for a dangerousness hearing.  
 
News    07/25/12   4:30am           : 30 
 
This morning, both police and residents in Westfield are paying closer attention to what's 
going on around town.  There have been 50 car break-ins in the last two months.  Police say 
the thieves are mostly targeting cars that are left unlocked in the middle of the night.  Stolen 
items range from GPS devices and purses, to cold hard cash.  Police say to make sure you 
lock your car and if you have a garage, put it inside. 
 
News    07/26/12   6pm           : 30 
 
An accused Northampton arsonist was back in court today to be arraigned on new charges 
relating to a two-year long series of fires.  Anthony Baye is being held without bail after 
pleading not guilty to more than 40 charges, including murder, armed burglary, and setting 26 
fires in Northampton neighborhoods. Northampton residents recall the dozens of fires that 
flared up in their neighborhood between 2007 and 2009.  One of those fires killed Paul 
Yeskie and his son, Paul Yeskie, Junior.  They call it a nightmare they vividly remember.  
More than a week ago the DA's office actually dropped the charges against Baye because 
the state's highest  ruled his confession invalid but  on Thursday, Baye was arraigned on  a 
new 42-count indictment, accusing him of arson and murder.  Special assistant district 
attorney Brett Vottero admits Baye's recorded confession was a key piece of evidence, but he 
says he's confident that even without it they're moving forward with a strong case.  But Baye's 
lawyers wonder just how strong the state's case it really is.  Anthony Baye returns to court 
September 13th in Springfield.  Six of the 42 charges Baye faces carry a maximum sentence 
of life in prison. 
 
News    07/26/12   5pm           : 30 
 
Springfield police have arrested a suspect they say has been breaking into parking meters.  
Captain Cheryl Claprood told 22News that 21 year old Kimberly Lenois was arrested after 
someone spotted her breaking into 3 meters on Bridge Street with a screwdriver.  Police also 
say she may be responsible for stealing money from at least 60 other parking meters on 
Tuesday night.  Lenois is facing several charges.  Police say they're now looking for a man 
who was seen helping her break into the meters. 
 
News    07/27/12   5pm           : 30 
 
A 14 year-old girl is safe after police say she hid in a closet while an intruder broke into her 
East Longmeadow home.  East Longmeadow Police Sgt. Patrick Manley told 22News that 
around 10:00 A.M., the girl living at 275 Mapleshade Avenue heard someone enter her home, 
and she ran upstairs into her parent's closet, where she called police.  Officers got to the 



house and found 29-year-old Victor Figueroa of Springfield, hiding in another one of the 
home's closets.  They are searching for a second suspect now.  It was scary for the family but 
also for neighbors who say it could've been their house. 
 
News    07/27/12   5pm           : 30 
 
Springfield Police are searching for who was responsible for shooting three people in 
Springfield just after 12:30 this morning.  Captain Cheryl Claprood told 22News a police 
officer was flagged down by a naked man, who told him a 17-year-old girl and a 23-year-old 
man were shot near Lake Lorraine off Page Boulevard.   And according to Officer Richard 
Rodrigues about a half hour later, a third victim, a 22 year-old man, was found nearby with a 
gunshot wound.  The victims were taken to Baystate Medical Center and police at this point 
aren't releasing names or information the victims' conditions.   
 
News    07/27/12   6am           : 30 
 
Jeb Daly of Huntington will be back in court today.  The 36-year-old is being held on charges 
that he murdered Jessica Dana a mother of three.  Police found Dana's body behind a home 
that she shared with Daly.  According to the District Attorney's office Daly was the last person 
to see Dana alive before she went missing. 
 
News    07/28/12   9am           : 30 
 
Springfield police are looking for two men involved in a home invasion early this morning.  It 
happened around 2:30 this morning at 173 Savoy Avenue in Springfield.  Springfield Police 
Captain Cheryl Claprood told 22News two masked men entered the home.  The men tied up 
a 21 year old man, the only one there at the time, and then repeatedly hit him with a hammer.  
That man told Springfield police the men kept asking about money and drugs. Police believe 
the men are driving a Blue Toyota Scion.  
 
News    07/28/12   11pm           : 30 
 
Springfield Police are searching for a driver who they say struck and killed a mother and 
injured a young child, and then drove away.  Springfield Police Captain William Collins told 
22News around 8:30 tonight the 30-year old unidentified woman was hit while crossing 
Sumner Avenue near the "x" with her baby in a stroller.  Captain Collins said the two or three 
year old girl was thrown from the stroller and onto the tree belt.  The mother was thrown into 
traffic where she was hit by a second car.  She was taken to the hospital where she later 
died. Police are searching for a white ford escort wagon with a blue decal and a missing side 
view mirror.  The car was last seen driving down Lester Street.  Anyone with information is 
asked to call the Springfield Detective Bureau at 787-6355. 
 
News    07/29/12   6pm           : 30 
 
Springfield police are searching for whoever shot a 44 year old Springfield man three times 
early this morning at Armory and Magazine streets in the Old Hill Neighborhood.  Springfield 



Police Lt. David Martin told 22News, the gunman wounded his victim once in each leg and in 
the rear end.  The wounded man was taken to Baystate Medical Center where he's expected 
to make a full recovery.  A witnessed described the gunman as being about six feet, wearing 
shorts, a white tee shirt and a red hat.  
 
News    07/30/12   6pm           : 30 
 
Springfield police have made an arrest in Friday night's hit and run accident that claimed the 
life of a young mother.  Springfield police Sgt. John Delaney told 22News 35 year-old Michael 
Wingfield turned himself in to police this morning.  Wingfield is accused of driving the car that 
struck and killed 19 year-old Ashley Ballester as she was pushing her child in a stroller 
across Sumner Avenue Friday night.  That first car didn't stop.  A second car then hit 
Ballester, but that driver stayed there.  Wingfield faces several charges including Motor 
Vehicle Homicide, and driving with a revoked license. The driver of the other car was not 
charged.  Delany said the little girl, who turns two this week remains in intensive care. 
 
News    07/30/12   11pm           : 30 
 
Six of the eight teen boys arrested for an arson spree in Springfield will head back to court 
tomorrow.  The group of teens faces arson and assault charges stemming from a week of 
terror in the city's Forest Park neighborhood.  Firebombs were thrown and cars and homes 
were set on fire.  The six seventeen year olds pleaded not guilty to the charges at their 
arraignment Thursday.  The other two suspects are 15 and 16 years old, and were not 
present in court last week.  The 17 year olds have all been held in jail pending a 
dangerousness hearing scheduled for tomorrow. 
 
News    08/01/12   6pm           : 30 
 
Police in Holyoke are investigating what appears to be an intentional hit and run incident that 
seriously injured a man riding a bicycle.  It happened near  Appleton Street around 7 last 
night, and, according to witnesses, seemed to target a 21 year old man on a bicycle.  
Holyoke Police Lieutenant Larry Cournoyer told 22News the victim was run over more than 
once.  Lt. Cournoyer said police found a brown Buick with Colorado plates matching the 
description a couple hours later near the Holyoke Mall.  There's no word of any arrests so far. 
The victim was taken to Baystate Medical Center and is in stable condition. 
 
News    08/01/12   6pm           : 30 
 
A victim is recovering after being stabbed during a fight on the streets of Northampton.  
Northampton Police Lt. Jody Kasper said it happened just after 11 last night near Mama 
Iguana's Restaurant on Main Street.  The man was stabbed in the leg, and was taken to Bay 
State Medical Center but he's expected to be okay. 
 
 
 
 



News    08/01/12   4:30am         : 30 
 
One man is recovering in the hospital this morning, after being stabbed in Northampton late 
last night.  Lt. Jody Kasper told 22News it happened just after 11pm near Mama Iguana's on 
Main St.  The victim was stabbed in the leg, and was taken to Baystate Medical Center but he 
is expected to be okay.  Police are searching for a suspect this morning.  If you have any 
information you're asked to call the police at the number on your screen. 
 
News    08/02/12   5am           : 30 
 
Police in Chicopee have arrested a man in connection with a car accident on Memorial Drive 
just a few hours ago.  At least two people were taken away from the crash in an ambulance 
but Lt. Holly Davis could not confirm the extent of the injuries or how many people were 
injured.  One of the vehicles was a sedan that rolled over in front of Taco Bell.  The other was 
a minivan.  Police have called-in a state police accident reconstruction team but Memorial 
Drive is still open.   
 
News    08/04/12   9am           : 30 
 
Springfield police are looking for two men involved in a home invasion early this morning.  It 
happened around 2:30 this morning at 173 Savoy Avenue in Springfield.   Springfield Police 
Captain Cheryl Claprood told 22News two masked men entered the home.  The men tied up 
a 21-year-old man, the only one there at the time, and then repeatedly hit him with a hammer.  
That man told Springfield police the men kept asking about money and drugs.  Police believe 
the men are driving a Blue Toyota Scion. 
 
News    08/06/12   6pm           : 30 
 
A Chicopee police substation was the target of vandals over the weekend.  Curse words and 
racial slurs were spray-painted all over the front of the department's Willimansett 
substation on Chicopee Street.  The building's doors, windows, and even the substation's 
sign have been covered in blue, spray-painted obscenities.  Chicopee Police Detective 
James Tisdell told 22News that the damage was discovered on Saturday.  He said police are 
looking for suspects. 
 
News    08/08/12   5pm           : 30 
 
An alleged drunk driver crashed through two security gates at Smith and Wesson's 
Headquarters this morning then kept going.  21-year-old Robert Dalby of Ludlow was 
arrested and charged with destruction of property and trespassing, as well as operating under 
the influence.  Springfield Police Sgt. John Delany said security guards caught up with Dalby 
in the back of the Roosevelt Avenue complex.  Dalby was arraigned today in Springfield 
District Court. 
 
 
 



News    08/10/12   6am           : 30 
 
Neighbors in Springfield's Six Corners neighborhood are banding together against a burglar.  
Johanna Monroy told 22News, a thief has been breaking into homes and garages on 
Marshall Street stealing lawn equipment and other items.  Monroy woke up Thursday 
morning to find her brand new lawn mower gone along with a chainsaw and a bike.  For the 
many tornado victims still recovering in this neighborhood the recent thefts have just added 
insult to injury.  
  
News    08/11/12   6pm           : 30 
 
38 year old Antonio Gonzalez was shot to death in Springfield this morning, and a 16 year old 
boy has been arrested for the murder.  Friends and family of Gonzalez gathered to mourn at 
the spot where he died on Bay Street.  According to neighbors, a large group of teens hosted 
an out of control house party across the street.  They had apparently advertised the party on 
Facebook.  Antonio Gonzalez lived across the street.  His wife told 22News Antonio got out of 
bed to intervene when groups of teens began fighting in the street.  That's when he 
apparently got caught in the crossfire. 
 
News    08/11/12   6pm           : 30 
 
A 16 year old is accused of shooting and killing a 38 year old bystander following a weekend 
birthday party in Springfield.  Today, the teenaged suspect was arraigned as an adult 
accused of murder.  At Springfield District Court Monday many of 38 year old Antonio 
Gonzales' family and friends saw the teenager accused of murdering their loved one for the 
first time.  But, 16 year old Joshua Pena will answer to the murder charges as an adult.  Pena 
allegedly opened fire at a crowd leaving a birthday party on Bay Street in Springfield early 
Saturday morning hitting and killing Gonazales who police say was an innocent bystander.  
Now his family says their tragedy should be a wake up call to teenagers and their parents.  
Pena pleaded not guilty and was held without the right to bail.  His next court date is in 
November. 
 
News    08/13/12   5:30pm          : 30 
 
Hickory Ridge Country Club employees came to work today to find the grounds of the 
Amherst golf course had been vandalized.  Amherst Police Captain Christopher Pronovost 
told 22News the incident happened early this morning.   Police believe a group of juveniles 
stole a cart from a neighboring apartment complex and drove it over to the course's 4th 
green, tearing it up.  Hickory Ridge grounds keeper Robert Ruszala says the suspects 
damaged the green and wrote obscenities.  Ruszala told 22News it'll take weeks to replace 
the green.   
 
News    08/13/12   5pm           : 30 
 
Three people were arrested this morning suspected of breaking into cars in North Agawam.  
18-year-old Raymond Sanchez, 19-year-old Sergio Azahares, both of Chicopee, and a 



juvenile were arrested this morning.  Agawam police Lt. Richard Light told 22News they're 
accused of breaking into six cars in the area of Tower Terrace, Summer Street and Maple 
Street.  Wendy Preston's car was broken into on Summer Street, her GPS was stolen.  She 
told 22News her car wasn't locked, but she'll be locking it from now on. 
 
News    08/13/12   5pm           : 30 
 
Six people have been arrested and several Springfield police officers suffered minor injuries 
after responding to an out-of-control house party Sunday night.  Omar Rivera, Iris Rivera, 
Miguel Rivera, Carlos Rivera-Medina, Michael Rivera and Emmanuel Rivera are accused of 
assaulting an officer and resisting arrest.  They will be arraigned in Springfield District Court.  
Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney told 22News, officers saw about 100 people in front of 
29 Cameron Street watching a fight.  He said, when the officers went to break up the fight, 
they were punched.  One officer was reportedly hit with a glass beer bottle. 
 
News    08/14/12   5pm           : 30 
 
Holyoke police are looking for a man they say attacked a woman near the Connecticut River 
Monday night.  Holyoke police Sgt. Manuel Reyes told 22News, the victim was swimming in 
the Connecticut River near the dinosaur tracks on Route 5.  When she got out to dry off, a 
man reportedly grabbed her.  Sgt. Reyes said, a neighbor saw the attack and scared the 
suspect away.  The victim told police the suspect was a white man, detectives are still trying 
to get a better description. 
 
News    08/15/12   6pm           : 30 
 
Two men were in court today after TSA agents caught them trying to carry guns aboard a 
plane at Bradley International Airport.  TSA spokeswoman Ann Davis told 22News TSA 
agents have found 4 guns at Bradley since January; two of them in separate incidents 
yesterday.  TSA agents stopped two men from bringing a gun on two different airplanes, 
Tuesday at Bradley International Airport.  Connecticut State police arrested 81 year old 
Joseph Hunt of Florida for having a loaded 9mm in a checked bag.  Earlier police arrested 34 
year old Stefan Tsikhotskit of Illinois for trying to carry on a b-b gun that looked like a semi 
automatic pistol.  It seems like common sense now not to try to bring a weapon on a flight, 
but Connecticut State police LT. Paul Vance told 22News TSA agents find one at least once 
a month.  TSA spokeswoman Ann Davis told 22News that you can legally check an unloaded 
firearm on a plane if you've cleared it with the airline and it's in a lock box.  Lt. Vance told 
22News you just can't try to bring anything sharp on a plane that can be used as a weapon.  
Charges were dropped against 81 year old Joseph Hunt.  34 year old Stefan Tsikhotskit was 
arraigned on a felony charge of illegally tampering with airport equipment.  He was released 
and is due back in court next month.   
 
News    08/15/12   4:30am   : 30 
 
A man and a woman are recovering in the hospital morning after being shot outside in the 
area of 110 Noel Street.  This is in the Forest Park section of the city.  It was just after 11:15 



last night when a man was shot in the shoulder and a woman was shot in the leg.  They were 
both taken to Baystate Medical Center. Sgt. Jeff Martucci said both the victims are expected 
to survive.  No leads on any suspects. 
 
News    08/16/12   5:30pm   : 30 
 
Hundreds of dollars in computer and video equipment were stolen from a Springfield school.  
Located at the old MacDuffie School, the campus was badly damaged by the tornado.  So 
this is another big set back for this new school.  A heartbreaking discovery for staff and 
students at the Commonwealth Academy in Springfield, as they arrived Wednesday to find 
someone had broken in and stolen hundreds of dollars worth of equipment used for their 
summer film program.  A computer, projector, DVD player, all gone.  But the equipment isn't 
the biggest loss a summer's worth of the student's hard work is also gone.  The 
Commonwealth Academy is a non profit school for low income students that get its funding 
from private donors and the government.  A small group of 6th and ninth graders will start this 
fall.  Once repairs are complete it will be a boarding school for as many as three hundred 
students. 
 
News    08/16/12   5am    : 30 
 
Police in Springfield are searching for four men they believe were involved in a shooting in 
the city late last night.  Lt. David Martin said it happened at the intersection of Suffolk and 
Wilbraham Road at about 11:30.  No one was injured but police say they found 25 shell 
casings in the area along with a car that had been hit with gunfire.  Witnesses told police that 
they believe four black males were involved 2 in white T-shirts and two wearing all black.  
They also told police they believe someone was driving a silver sedan.  
 
News    08/17/12   6pm    : 30 
 
A state trooper from the Russell state police barracks was in court today to answer to 
drunken driving charges.  Trooper Daniel Sheehan was in Enfield District Court this morning 
for a hearing on his case.  He's asking to be allowed to be part Connecticut's alcohol 
education program.  State Police spokesperson David Procopio told 22News that on July 21 
Sheehan was arrested after Enfield police allegedly saw him sleeping or passed out inside 
his SUV.  Sheehan's been relieved of duty and State Police will determine his long-term 
status. 
 
News    08/17/12   12pm    : 30 
 
Police in Ware want your help identifying two suspects who attacked a convenience store 
worker.  Sgt. Kenneth Kovitch told 22News two men assaulted the clerk at the Honey Land 
Farms Convenience Store on East Street Tuesday night.  Sgt. Kovitch said they pointed a 
gun at the clerk and stole some money.  Anyone with information is asked to contact Ware 
Police. 
 
 



News    08/17/12   12pm    : 30 
 
Springfield police have arrested a man they're calling one of the city's most dangerous 
criminals.  Sgt. John Delaney told 22News police arrested self-proclaimed gang member 
Darryl Daniels Wednesday night after a violent struggle with officers.  Sgt. Delaney said 
Daniels pointed a gun at the officers but did not fire.  Police allegedly found a large amount of 
crack cocaine and two loaded pistols during the arrest.  Sgt. Delaney says Daniels has past 
arrests for murder, firearms possession, cocaine trafficking and selling drugs in a school 
zone. 
 
News    08/18/12   11pm    : 30 
 
Longmeadow police are searching for two thieves who busted into a basement on Woodsley 
Road this morning.  Longmeadow Police Captain John Stankiewicz told 22News a woman 
came home this morning to find two men in the basement trying to remove a large safe.  After 
being confronted by the homeowner, they ran out the basement door they had broken into.   
This is an unusual crime in a town where neighbors say they tend to look out for one 
another.   
 
News    08/20/12   6pm    : 30 
 
A shooting victim has died after a weekend home invasion in Springfield's Forest Park.  
Springfield Police Officer Richard Rodrigues told 22News that Nicholas Ruiz-Gomez died   
Sunday morning at Baystate Medical Center.  He was shot at a home on Commonwealth 
Avenue around 8 Saturday night.  He was 29 year old.  A second shooting victim is expected 
to recover.  Ruiz-Gomez' killing marks Springfield's 8th homicide of 2012, and the second in 
the month of August. 
 
News    08/24/12   5am    : 30 
 
An armed robbery turned into a dangerous chase involving Springfield Police. According to 
Lt. David Martin three armed suspects robbed the 7-Eleven at 450 Cooley Street around 1 
o'clock this morning.  A police officer saw the suspects making their getaway and chased 
after the vehicle down Allen Street toward Sumner Ave.  The suspects eventually bailed out 
and starting running through people's yards.   All the suspects were arrested.  Sgt. Dennis 
Prior told 22News they are still working to collect evidence and determine what charges 
should be filed. 
 
News    08/25/12   6am    : 30 
 
Holyoke Police are looking for two men after a shooting on Ingleside Street this morning.  
They're suspects in the shooting that happened early this morning here at 353 Ingleside 
Street. Holyoke Lt. Jim Albert told 22News it happened around 3am. That's when a 40 year 
old Hispanic man was shot in the leg.  He was taken to Baystate Medical Center for treatment 
and is expected to recover.  Lt. Albert says the two suspects could be armed and dangerous. 
The Holyoke Criminal Investigation Bureau is on the scene gathering information.  



 
News    08/27/12   12pm    : 30 
 
Connecticut State Police need your help to find a bank robbery suspect who may have fled to 
Massachusetts.  Lt. Paul Vance of the Connecticut State Police told 22News that the Webster 
Bank branch on Main Street in Somers was held up Saturday morning.  The suspect is 
described as a white man in his early 20's.  Lt Vance says the suspect ran into the bank and 
jumped over the counter demanding money from the tellers.  He didn't show a weapon, but 
he got away with an undisclosed amount of cash.  He was seen getting into a dark colored 
sedan at a nearby church parking lot and drove away.  During the robbery, he was wearing a 
dark hooded sweatshirt, a white and blue bandanna over his face, sunglasses, blue jeans 
and black gloves with white stripes.  A $2,000 dollars reward is being offered.  If you have 
any information you are asked to call Connecticut State Police at (860) 896-3200. 
 
News    08/28/12   6pm    : 30 
 
Springfield police are looking for a man who robbed a Hampden Bank Branch this morning.  
Springfield Police Officer Richard Rodriguez told 22News that they have few details about the 
robbery at a Hampden Bank on Boston Road.   The hold up happened around 9 o'clock this 
morning.  Rodriguez said that the suspect is a Hispanic male who was carrying a handgun.  
The bank re-opened later today. 
 
News    09/03/12   6pm    : 30 
 
A Springfield strip club worker was air-lifted to Mass. General Hospital in Boston Sunday after 
he was attacked, and repeatedly punched in the eye. Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney 
told 22News, 33-year-old Elvin Bastaldo of Springfield used brass knuckles to beat a Mardi 
Gras bouncer early Sunday.  The victim was life-flighted to Mass General where doctors are 
trying to save his eye.  Bastaldo faces arraignment tomorrow for assault and battery with 
serious bodily injury and mayhem. 
 
News    09/04/12   6pm    : 30 
 
Dozens of students were arrested in Amherst over the weekend.  Amherst residents and 
Police complain returning students made for a rowdy weekend in town.  Amherst Police 
Sergeant Brian Daly told 22News more than 30 students were arrested over the Labor Day 
weekend, most of them UMass students.  30 others were cited for violating noise and alcohol 
laws. At least one business was vandalized.  A window was smashed at Bueno y Sano on 
Boltwood Walk.   
 
News    09/04/12   6pm    : 30 
 
Elvin Bastaldo is being held without the right to bail until a dangerousness hearing September 
7th.  The   33-year-old Springfield man is accused of using brass knuckles to beat a bouncer 
at the Mardi Gras early Sunday.  The bouncer was air-lifted to Mass General Hospital in 



Boston where doctors are trying to save the vision in one of his eyes.  Bastaldo is accused 
of aggravated assault and battery with a dangerous weapon, and mayhem. 
 
News    09/04/12   6pm    : 30 
 
A man in Springfield was shot on Knox Street last night, and now police are looking for a 
possible second victim.  Captain William Collins told 22News a 24-year-old man was shot in 
the stomach outside 66 Knox Street at around 8 last night.  Captain Collins said the amount 
of blood on the street suggests that a second person may have been shot or the blood may 
be from the shooter.  The victim was taken to Baystate Medical Center and he is not 
cooperating with police. 
 
News    09/07/12   5pm    : 30 
 
Jeb Daly of Huntington, a man accused of murdering his girlfriend Jessica Dana, was 
arraigned today in Hampshire Superior Court.  He is facing charges of murder and misleading 
police.  Dana's body was found in a box behind the house she shared with Daly on June 22.  
Daly is being held without the right to bail.  He will be back in court for a pre-trial hearing on 
December 11. 
 
News    09/08/12   9am    : 30 
 
Massachusetts State Police made 10 arrests at a sobriety checkpoint on Memorial Drive in 
Chicopee.  Lt. Andrew Bzdel told 22news there were 9 people arrested for driving under the 
influence and there was one warrant arrest. Bzdel says 231 cars went through the sobriety 
checkpoint and 24 were screened. 
 
News    09/10/12   6pm    : 30 
 
It was another busy weekend for Amherst Police.  It was the second weekend in a row that 
Amherst Police made numerous arrest involving students.  And those who live around them 
say it's affecting their way of life.  It seems like it happens every year when they come back 
but it doesn't stop in the beginning of the year it continues all year through.  And it hampers 
the lifestyle of a lot of people that live around here.  Since Labor Day weekend more than 50 
students have been arrested and close to 80 have been cited for alcohol and noise violations. 
Some say it comes with the territory as this is a college town.  Meanwhile others say it's not 
representative of the student community.  Many of the arrests happened during off-campus 
parties.  
 
News    09/10/12   6pm    : 30 
 
Police believe two men from Wilbraham who were arrested for a break-in in Monson over the 
weekend may be responsible for other burglaries in Monson and two nearby towns.  Monson 
Police Chief Stephen Kozloski told 22News, 22-year old Thomas Taylor, and 22-year old 
Dylan Gray are accused of breaking in to several homes and stealing jewelry and precious 
metals.  The two were arrested Sunday and also allegedly linked to burglaries in the 



neighboring towns of Palmer and Stafford, Connecticut.  They were arraigned today in 
Palmer District Court and are being held on $25,000 bail. 
 
News    09/11/12   5pm    : 30 
 
It's a growing crime, people distributing drugs through mail.  On Friday, Westfield Police 
arrested 20-year-old Michael Michon for receiving a package to a home on King Street that 
contained five pounds of marijuana.  It's the third time that Westfield police have seized pot 
that was sent through the mail there were two past cases with 25 pounds each. 
 
News    09/11/12   11pm    : 30 
 
The FBI is asking for your help identifying a man who has robbed six banks this year.  He's 
been dubbed "The Bearded Bandit" because of his appearance.  The FBI says he's has 
robbed five banks in Rhode Island and one in Massachusetts since February.  The FBI is 
offering a reward of up to $2,500 for information leading to an arrest.  If you recognize this 
suspect, you're asked to call the Commonwealth Fusion Center at (978) 451-3700. 
 
News    09/12/12   6pm    : 30 
 
A baby is recovering after a suspect allegedly threw the infant on the ground before running 
from police.  State police in Springfield were checking out a call about a man on Plainfield 
Street with a gun.  That’s when they confronted 24-year-old Edwin Perez who allegedly threw 
the baby he was holding in his lap and ran away.  He also allegedly pulled a gun on officers.  
He was arrested and faces firearms and assault charges. 
 
News    09/12/12   6pm    : 30 
 
Police in Holyoke have arrested Luis Ortiz in connection with a shooting late last night.  The 
victim was shot in the leg at the corner of Cabot and South East Streets just after 10.  He is 
expected to be okay.  Ortiz is facing drug and gun and assault charges. 
 
News    09/13/12   6pm    : 30 
 
State police have arrested an alleged drunk driver who they say made a u-turn on the Mass-
Pike in Palmer and drove the wrong way for about four miles.  It happened just before 4 this 
morning.  Trooper Darren Specht told 22News Patrick Carroll of West Brookfield was 
swerving and weaving on the highway before he got off at Exit 8 in Palmer.  State Police 
arrested him at a nearby gas station.   
 
News    09/13/12   12pm    : 30 
 
23-year-old Tory Bryant of Springfield has been charged with arson and three counts of 
attempted murder after a fire on Rosewell Street Wednesday night.  Springfield Police 
Captain William Collins told 22News Bryant's mother found him physically disciplining his 5-
year-old daughter at their home at 286 Rosewell.  His mother intervened and then they got 



into an argument.  Bryant allegedly started a fire in the basement before leaving the house.  
His mother and daughter and another child were still inside the home.  No one was hurt and 
police arrested Bryant a short time later. 
 
News    09/13/12   5am    : 30 
 
Police in Holyoke have arrested seven people following the execution of a search warrant 
related to a shooting.   The 27-year-old victim was found at the corner of Elm and Sargent 
Street with gunshot wounds to his arm and back around 6:30 last night.  He was rushed to 
Baystate Medical Center and is expected to live.  Police served the warrant related to the 
shooting for 138 Sargeant Street, apartment 302.  None of the people who were arrested are 
charged with shooting the man and they are being booked on cocaine trafficking charges as 
we speak. 
 
News    09/13/12   5am    : 30 
 
West Springfield Police detectives have finished questioning victims of a home invasion.  
Captain Thomas Wilkinson told 22News two men forced their way into 23 Queen Avenue just 
before eight last night.  Captain Wilkinson said the homeowners were tied up.  He had no 
details on what led to the incident or if the victims had been hurt. 
 
News    09/14/12   6pm    : 30 
 
The victim of a pellet gun shooting in the town of Sunderland reportedly almost lost an eye 
today when a burglar broke into his apartment.  Sunderland Police officer Brenda Tozlowski 
told 22News, the burglar cut through a window screen at the Cliffside apartments on Amherst 
road and demanded drugs. The victim punched the intruder, who then opened fire with the 
pellet gun.  Officer Tozlowski said the man was bleeding from the face and the chest when 
they got to the apartment.  In spite of the injury to his eye, the wounded man refused to go to 
the hospital.  As it turned out there were no drugs in the apartment. 
 
News    09/14/12   6pm    : 30 
 
A terrified 37 year old Holyoke woman burst into Police Headquarters around 3:30 this 
morning.  Holyoke Police Lt. Michael Higgins told 22News, the injured woman said she had 
escaped from her ex-boyfriend who had allegedly held her against her will in her apartment at 
70 Center Street, where the boyfriend is said to have torn off her clothes.  Higgins said that 
when they went to Center Street they found 39 year old Manuel Rivera from Springfield sitting 
in his truck.  Rivera's held on $25,000 bail on charges of kidnapping, intimidation of a witness 
and domestic assault and battery. 
 
News    09/17/12   5pm    : 30 
 
Springfield police arrested two women after they allegedly assaulted one of their ex-
boyfriends with a hammer, golf club, and a car.  Police Sgt. John Delaney told 22News that 
18-year old Alexis Rosa and 17-year old Alondra Rodriguez were arrested for their alleged 



roles in the attack late Sunday afternoon.  According to Delaney, Rosa's ex-boyfriend was 
hanging out with his new girlfriend outside 120 Belmont Avenue when they were allegedly 
attacked.  Delaney said Rosa was armed with a hammer and Rodriguez with a golf 
club.  Delany said Rosa later allegedly struck the ex-boyfriend and four bystanders with her 
car.  All the injuries were said to be minor.  The women face assault and battery and other 
charges.  
 
News    09/21/12   6pm    : 30 
 
The Maple Road Hampden Bank branch was robbed around 4 this afternoon.  The suspect 
implied he had a weapon.  Longmeadow police describe the suspect as a white man in his 
20's with short, dark hair in almost a crew cut.  He was wearing a plaid shirt, dark pants, and 
a dark blue baseball cap.  
 
News    09/21/12   6pm    : 30 
 
Chicopee police are looking for a man who assaulted a woman at the Dugout Cafe in 
Willimansett today.  Chicopee Police Chief Tom Charette told 22News the woman, who is a 
Dugout Cafe employee, was opening the restaurant when a Hispanic man wearing a white or 
gray sweatshirt assaulted her with some type of weapon.  Chief Charette said the attack was 
an attempted robbery.  The woman was taken to Baystate Medical Center.  She is expected 
to be okay. 
 
News    09/22/12   6pm    : 30 
 
Six people are facing jail time after arrests have been made in a series of recent house and 
car break-ins.  Monson Police Chief Stephen Kozloski told 22News they recently arrested six 
people who are responsible for these recent house and car break-ins in Monson and 
neighboring towns.  Chief Kozloski said a lot of these break-ins happened in the downtown 
area.  So now he's urging everyone to be more careful. He said residents should take all their 
valuables and lock their cars and also lock their front doors when they are not home.  He also 
said being more vigilant is important because it is especially hard to track down stolen 
jewelry.  Often thieves sell gold and silver as soon as they can.  Gold, silver and precious 
metals are approaching or at an all-time high, and the price of heroin is hitting record 
low.  Rutter did get some of her jewelry back, but she said now she is more careful.  
 
News    09/23/12   9am    : 30 
 
Springfield Police are trying to figure out how someone got into the Bank of America ATM on 
Cottage Street at 2:00 this morning.  The ATM was robbed, but it's unclear how much money 
was taken.  Captain Claprood said the suspects ripped the surveillance cameras off the 
ceiling and damaged electrical wires to get access into the ATM.  They took all of the money.  
Police still don't know how many suspects they are looking for.   
 
 
 



 
News    09/23/12   11pm    : 30 
 
Springfield police are on the lookout tonight for a man who robbed the Walgreens at 501 
Sumner Avenue.  Springfield police Lt. John Bobianski told 22News that just after 7 this 
evening, a man who was walking around inside the store walked up to the pharmacy counter, 
took out a silver handgun and demanded narcotics. He left with six 100-count bottles of 
Oxycodone and ran away down Belmont Avenue toward East Longmeadow.  The suspect is 
described as a clean shaven, white male, around 6-feet tall wearing dark clothing.  The 
detective's bureau is investigating and reviewing the store's camera footage. 
 
News    09/24/12   6pm    : 30 
 
Police are continuing their search for suspects in two robberies over the weekend.  Several 
Bank of America customers have pulled up to this ATM on Cottage Street, but turned away 
after seeing the 'not working' sign.  It's not working because it was cleaned out by robbers 
around 2 o'clock Sunday morning.  Springfield police Captain Cheryl Claprood told 22news 
the suspects ripped the surveillance cameras off the ceiling and damaged electrical wires to 
get access into the ATM, and took all of the money.   Without that surveillance footage police 
know little about what the robbers look like or even how many there were.  And in 
Springfield's X neighborhood on Sumner Avenue, a man got away with six 100-count bottles 
of Oxycodone from a Walgreens Saturday night.  Springfield police Lt. John Bobianski told 
22News that just after 7, a man walked up to the pharmacy counter, took out a silver 
handgun and demanded narcotics.  
 
News    09/24/12   5pm    : 30 
 
Anthony Johnson of Springfield was arrested after allegedly beating a 52-year-old man back 
in August.  Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney told 22News that on August 6th, a man 
called the police saying he was beaten and that the attacker drove off in his car.  The victim 
identified Johnson as his attacker.  The victim suffered minor injuries. 
 
News    09/24/12   6am    : 30 
 
53-year-old Kenneth Hyland from the eastern Massachusetts city of Everett allegedly 
resorted to animal cruelty to get back at certain pet owners.  Hyland is scheduled to be in 
court today to answer charges that he tried to poison dogs by lacing hot dogs with anti-
freeze.  One pet owner said his animal became violently ill.  Neighbors allege that Hyland 
was trying to get even with dog owners who didn't clean up after their pets. 
 
News    09/26/12   5:30pm   : 30 
 
A chemist accused of mishandling evidence at the state crime lab is also accused of lying on 
the resume she used to get the job.  A new state police report was released just one hour 
ago.  The chemist at the center of this state crime lab scandal admitted to investigators that 
she faked test results for two to three years and forged signatures. This scandal is now 



jeopardizing thousands of criminal cases.  Chemist Annie Dookhan reportedly mishandled 
more than 60,000 drug samples at the state police lab in Jamaica Plain.  34,000 criminal 
cases are now being questioned, and it could affect people already serving time in jail.  And 
investigators found out Wednesday Dookhan also lied on her resume.  The chemist said 
under oath that she had a master's degree from University of Massachusetts in Boston.  
However, school officials said they had no record of her master's degree, but they confirmed 
that she received an undergraduate degree from UMass Boston in 2001.   People lying on 
their resumes are a growing problem.  Nearly 80% of all resumes are misleading.  
20% lie about their degrees and 30% falsify references, but that can be risky. The chemist 
told police she acted alone. 
 
News    09/27/12   6pm    : 30 
 
The chairman of Westfield's License Commission is accused of misappropriating money from 
a family investment fund.  Our media partner the Westfield News reports 45 year-old Thomas 
Mihalek was arrested Wednesday.  Westfield Police Detective Todd Edward told the 
newspaper that family members called police.  The relatives said Mihalek had liquidated an 
investment fund set up by their father and allegedly kept all the money.  Milhalek faces 
Larceny and other charges. 
 
News    09/27/12   6am    : 30 
 
Holyoke Police arrested two men near a cemetery on drug charges Wednesday.  Aleksey 
Logvinenko of Agawam and Andrzej Syrek of Chicopee were arrested near Saint Jerome 
Cemetery on Northampton Street.  Police conducted surveillance and followed a vehicle from 
Dwight Street to the cemetery.  Lt. Matt Morarty told 22News the arrests were made after 
complaints of drug activity in the area. 
 
News    09/28/12   6pm    : 30 
 
One man is dead and another wounded after an early morning shooting in South 
Hadley.  The Northwestern District Attorney's office says two men were shot.  One died at 
Holyoke Medical Center, and the other will survive.  Hours later, business was back to normal 
at Anthony's with customers going in and out of the strip club all afternoon.  A bartender 
who's worked at Anthony's for 15 years and didn't want to be identified told 22News no one 
knew about the shooting until after it happened.  The Northwestern DA's office has not 
released the identities of the victims, or a possible motive.    
 
News    09/28/12   6pm    : 30 
 
Thirty-four-year-old Annie Dookhan the chemist at the center of the state crime lab scandal 
has pleaded not guilty to charges of obstruction of justice and falsely pretending to hold a 
degree.  She is accused of faking drug test results and forging paperwork.  The judge set bail 
at $10,000 following her arrest today.  Attorney General Martha Coakley said Dookan could 
face more charges. 
 



News    09/28/12   7am            : 30 
 
Police are still looking for the man who allegedly attacked an employee of the Dugout Cafe in 
Chicopee.  A 57-year old woman was hit in the head with a hatchet half a dozen times with 
the blunt side of the ax.  Detective James Tisdell said that in spite of losing a lot of blood, the 
woman fought off her assailant.  The man was trying to rob the restaurant, but left empty 
handed.  The woman was taken to Baystate Medical Center where her condition is 
unknown.  Chicopee Detectives are looking for a white man, about 5’8” of average build.  He 
was wearing a Gray Hoodie.  If you can help the police find him call Chicopee Detectives at 
594-1730. 
 
News    09/28/12   7am            : 30 
 
Police in Monson have arrested six people in the last two weeks in connection with a series 
of house and car break-ins.  Some of the residents got back stolen jewelry that the police 
recovered from the suspects.  Monson Police Chief Stephen Kozloski told 22News that the 
robberies are drug related.  He said gold, silver, and precious metals are approaching, or at 
an all-time high and the price of heroin is hitting a record low. 
 
News    09/28/12   7am            : 30 
 
Springfield Narcotics officers arrested a Ludlow woman who they claim sold hard drugs inside 
an ice cream cart.  Springfield Police Sgt John Delaney told 22News officers saw 39 year old 
Tricia Martins selling oxycontin and morphine to 26 year old Joshua Gibbs of Springfield and 
33 year old Sarah Christian of Chicopee, who were operating a "Ding Dong Cart" in Indian 
Orchard last night. Police confiscated a large amount of Oxycontin and Morphine pills from 
Martins' vehicle.  According to Delany, after the suspects were arrested, Christian was 
allowed to call her father to take the truck away, so that the ice cream would not melt. 
 
News    09/29/12   6am            : 30 
 
22 year old Dashaun Scott of Springfield will head to jail after being treated at Baystate 
Medical Center.  Springfield Captain Cheryl Claprood told 22News Scott was being chased 
by two other men when he ran through a picket fence at 33 Kenyon Street around two this 
morning.  He suffered a cut to his head.  Claprood says Scott had warrants out for his arrest. 
 
News    09/29/12   6am            : 30 
 
Springfield Police are looking for two men after one man was shot on his porch at 82 Malden 
Street around three this morning.  Springfield Captain Cheryl Claprood told 22News they 
have the description of the shooter.  He's described as a black man, 6'3' and was last seen 
wearing dark clothes.  If you have any information you are asked to call the Springfield 
Detective Bureau. 
 
 
 



News    09/30/12   9am            : 30 
 
Springfield Police are looking for two men after an armed robbery at a car wash. Springfield 
Captain William Collins told 22News a man was washing his car at Mr. Sparkle on State 
Street when two men approached him.  That's when one of the men allegedly pointed a black 
automatic handgun.  They got away with his wallet, car keys and cell phone.  Police are 
looking for two black men, around 6'0' tall in their late 20s and were last seen wearing 
hoodies.  If you have any information you are asked to call the Springfield Detective Bureau. 
 
News    09/30/12   9am            : 30 
 
A man running from police apparently decided to jump into the Connecticut River.  
Springfield police Lt. Robert Moynihan told 22News West Springfield police called for help 
when the man ran from them.  Springfield Police and Fire Departments assisted in the 
search.  A boat was sent into the river and retrieved the man. 
 
News    09/30/12   9am            : 30 
 
Springfield police and they say the 25 year old Springfield man who was stabbed multiple 
times this morning is now out of surgery.  Springfield Captain Cheryl Claprood told 22News 
the stabbing happened around 1:30 this morning at 64 Federal Street.  Claprood said they 
have a suspect but no one is cooperating. The Springfield Detective Bureau is currently 
interviewing witnesses.  The victim is in serious condition. 
 



The following is WWLP programming addressing Education 
during the 3rd

 quarter of 2012.  These issues were addressed 
through our locally produced news programming. 
___________________________________________________________ 

 
News    07/02/12   5pm                : 30 
 

Westfield State is the only one of Massachusetts' nine state universities to not yet approve 
tuition hikes for next fall.  Students at the other eight state schools will be paying an average 
of six percent more. College affordability advocates say the increases add to the financial 
burden on low-income students, but university officials tell the Boston Globe a decline in state 
funding has left them with no other option.  The eight state universities raising fees for the 
2012-2013 academic year are: Bridgewater State, Fitchburg State, Framingham State, 
Massachusetts College of Art and Design, Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts, Mass. 
Maritime, Salem State, and Worcester State. 
 
News    07/05/12   5:30pm           : 30 
 
The Davis Foundation has partnered with Springfield Public Schools to improve elementary 
school students' reading skills.  And their plan to include more community organizations and 
parents has received an All-America City Award. Sally Fuller is the coordinator of "Reading 
Success by 4th Grade" program.  She told 22News, it's important for all 3rd graders achieve 
reading proficiency because 4th grade is when the emphasis changes to reading 
comprehension and analysis. 
 
News    07/06/12   11pm            : 30 
 
Massachusetts would have the option to establish public single-sex schools under legislation 
advanced today by the House. Although Massachusetts did have all-boy and all-girl public 
schools at one point in the state's history, current law prohibits public schools from 
establishing single-sex schools.  Supporters of all-boy or all-girl schools argue the same-sex 
atmosphere creates a better learning environment for some students.   
 
News    07/10/12   5:30pm           : 30 
 
The Northampton School Department is looking for input from parents as they continue to 
debate a later start time.  A 2009 survey found more than half of Northampton High School 
students reported falling asleep in class and because of this some concerned parents want 
the school to adopt a later start time.  The proposal has been rejected several times by the 
school committee since 2008, but the issue is up for a vote again on September 13th.  
Tonight, the school department is hosting a public forum.  Steve Herrell, owner of Herrell's Ice 
Cream has been behind the push since he noticed his teenage daughter would have a hard 
time getting up in the morning.   
 
 



News    07/22/12   7am            : 30 
 
There are some 2,000 homeless children in Springfield and the surrounding cities and towns, 
and they could use your help to succeed in the classroom.  The United Way and the PVTA 
want to help with the Stuff the Bus campaign at the Wal-Mart in Chicopee.  They are looking 
for items that would go in a backpack, things like number 2 pencils, crayons, notebooks and 
folders. 
 
News    07/23/12   5pm            : 30 
 
Only 40% of Springfield's children read at the third grade level by the end of third grade.  
That's according to the organization, "Read, Reading Success by 4th grade."  They 
presented the All-America City Award to Springfield Mayor Domenic Sarno today.  Springfield 
was one of only 14 cities recognized for a community plan to raise reading proficiency for the 
city's third graders. 
 
News    07/25/12   11pm            : 30 
 
The Springfield School Committee unanimously approved Superintendent Daniel Warwick's 
contract tonight.  Superintendent Warwick is taking 22% less in salary and benefits than the 
man he's succeeding, former superintendent Dr. Alan Ingram.  Warwick's annual salary is 
$198,000 and $500.00 he will not receive an annuity or a car allowance.  Warwick told 
22News, he asked for those concessions because he wanted his contract to be fair and 
reasonable. 
 
News    07/26/12   6pm            : 30 
 
Back to school supplies including high tech gadgets are proving costly for parents.  A new 
survey shows 42% of parents will buy their kids the latest technology for the new school year 
including laptops, e-readers, or tablets, like iPads.  Some parents say it's necessary while 
others aren't so sure.   
 
News    08/20/12   6pm            : 30 
 
The city of Springfield plans to buy several properties to build the new Elias Brookings 
School.  The city council's finance committee approved funding to purchase those properties, 
demolish what's currently there and relocate any tenants.  There are 15 parcels of land, 
directly across from the tornado-damaged school ten are owned by Springfield College, the 
others are privately owned homes and one business. 
 
News    08/21/12   6pm            : 30 
 
Twenty-five Million dollars will be put into Springfield's public schools to make a variety of 
upgrades.  Over the past year, 15 million dollars in renovations have already been 
completed.  Today, school officials toured the changes including a new solar learning lab at 



the Renaissance School.  It's not just a learning experience; power from the panels will go 
towards powering the administrative office. 
 
News    09/12/12   5pm            : 30 
 
The City of Holyoke is partnering with local organizations to raise the literacy rate among 
young children.  Holyoke Mayor Alex Morse held a news conference today with 
representatives from the United Way Pioneer Valley.  The Holyoke literacy initiative began 
last school year.  And it brings parents, business leaders and other community leaders 
together to promote reading and writing.  
 
News    09/14/12   5pm            : 30 
 
The Northampton School Committee is considering proposals to start the school day 
later.  It's an issue that has gained little traction since 2008.  But proposals presented by the 
Superintendent of Public Schools to the School Committee last night, could help move the 
measure forward.  Two of the three proposals suggest starting school at least half an hour 
later.  However, the district is on a shared busing system and finding a bus schedule that fits 
all three schools has been a challenge for educators.  The measure would also affect sports.  
Later start times would means games would have to start later in the afternoon.  Supporters 
say the high school's current start time of 7:30am is too early as research shows teens need 
their sleep.   
 
News    09/19/12   5pm            : 30 
 
Tenth graders in Springfield are doing better than ever on the MCAS tests and minorities are 
narrowing the achievement gap.  This year, the percent of tenth graders in Springfield 
Schools that scored proficient or advanced in English jumped ten percent and five percent in 
math.  But not every school is reaching its goals, the William DeBerry Elementary school was 
designated a level four school today, which means there's immediate need for improvement 
there.  The school will receive now receive added state support. 
 
News    09/27/12   5:30pm   : 30 
 
A grant was given for upgrades for a school in Springfield that was heavily damaged by the 
June 1st tornado.  The Office of Energy and Environmental affairs visited the Community 
Music School on State Street to announce a ReBuild Western Mass grant for $124,000 
dollars.  The school serves 1,400 students each year.  The money they will save through the 
energy efficiency upgrades will help them offer financial help for more students.   
 



   

The following is WWLP programming addressing Environment 
during the 3rd

 quarter of 2012.  These issues were addressed 
through our locally produced news programming. 
___________________________________________________________ 

 
News    07/16/12   5pm                : 30 
 
Hot, hazy and humid - those extreme weather conditions can take a toll on your body.  The 
national oceanic and atmospheric administration says heat is the number weather related 
killer.  And doctors here say keeping track of your symptoms is just the first step to staying 
healthy during a heat wave.  Temperatures in Northampton climbing to the mid 80s well 
before noon, giving walkers at Child’s Park a small window to get in on some exercise.  Dr. 
Jonathan Bayuk told 22News that aside from fatigue, hazards of excessive heat can vary 
from troubled breathing to skin rashes.   If you have asthma, if you have respiratory 
conditions if you have heart disease you'll notice trouble with breathing pretty quickly.  Some 
people who will get a rash, they will turn very red from the heat because their blood vessels 
are opening up the body is trying to get the sweat out there so you can cool off.  Dr. Bayuk 
says everyone needs to make an effort to stay hydrated, and those who suffer from asthma 
should avoid exercise if they can.  
 
News    07/25/12   5pm                : 30 
 
Town Administrator, Kathryn Martin, told 22News E. coli was discovered in the Granville 
Centre Water Company's spring water supply.  This affects some town buildings like the town 
hall and fire hall about 30 homes, all homeowners have been notified.  Martin says she 
knows it's a nuisance but people need to be careful so they don't get sick. 
 
News    07/31/12   6pm                : 30 
 
A new report by an environmental group points to what they say is a clear sign of climate 
change.  "Environment America" said New England leads the country in the increasing 
frequency and intensity of severe storms.  According to the environmental group the 
frequency of storms in the region with extremely high rain or snowfall is up 85 percent since 
1948.  "Environment America" claims warm weather causes moisture to evaporate faster and 
enables the atmosphere to hold and then release more water. 
 
News    08/04/12   9am                : 30 
 
A beetle that has killed tens of millions of ash trees in the U.S. has been found in the state of 
Connecticut for the first time.  The Connecticut Agricultural officials said the emerald ash 
borer was found Monday in Prospect which is southwest of Hartford. The U.S. Department of 
Agriculture confirmed the identification.  State officials also suspect an infestation in 
Naugatuck State Forest, but that hasn't been confirmed.  Connecticut officials say there are 



more than 22 million ash trees in the state and the borer potentially could cause great 
environmental harm here. 
 
News    08/08/12   6pm                : 30 
 
Even after this past weekends rain we still need more to get out of this drought.    
22news storm team meteorologist Nick Bannin went to the Quabbin reservoir in Belchertown 
to see how the dry weather has affected this major water source for the bay state.  Western 
Massachusetts continues to be in a moderate drought, but so far so good at the Quabbin.  
Reservoir levels there are at 92 percent capacity.  That means it is just four and a half feet 
below the top.  It's a normal level for this time of year.  Holding 4 or 5 years worth of water 
supply, the Quabbin reservoirs' size means that short dry spells don't affect the reservoir 
much.  The wet year last year has helped keep the water levels up this year. 
 
News    08/09/12   6pm                : 30 
 
July wasn't just hot; it was the hottest ever recorded.  It was the hottest July since record 
keeping started more than 100 years.  The national oceanic and atmospheric administration 
confirmed the record breaking heat.  There's also a moderate drought we're dealing with 
here.  In July, it only rained 1.9 inches, almost two inches below average.  A landscaper told 
22News the combination of heat and humidity is affecting his business too. 
 
News    08/13/12   5pm                : 30 
 
The town of Amherst is getting some green for being green.  State energy officials today 
presented grants to Amherst and 16 other communities for their green initiatives.  Local 
leaders are calling it an important step in the green energy movement.  17 Western 
Massachusetts communities have a goal of cutting energy use by 20%.  There are over 
64,000 people that live/work in the field of clean energy. We saw 6.7 percent job growth in 
clean energy jobs last year in Massachusetts.  The $2.75 million dollar grant was split 
between 17 communities. Amherst received just over $300,000 dollars and their first order of 
business is replacing street lights.  Secretary Sullivan says of the state's 351 cities and 
towns, there are 103 green communities across the state and over half of the state's 
residents live in green communities. 
 
News    08/20/12   5:30pm           : 30 
 
The Patrick administration announced new biomass regulations to protect the environment.  
State officials have adopted a new set of rules to regulate biomass plants and make sure 
they're being energy efficient.  These regulations raise efficiency levels at biomass plants 
from 40 to 50% meaning for every 100 trees burned, 50% must be converted to energy.  It 
also requires biomass plants to track and verify what they're using for biomass fuel.  They 
must use forest "residue", like fallen branches, or "thinned trees", meaning trees that are cut 
down to thin out and manage forests.  The new regulations fall short of concerns raised by 
environmentalists who criticize the amount of carbon dioxide biomass plants emit.  They want 
the Patrick administration to raise efficiency levels to 60%.  Biomass plants are part of the 



Commonwealth's goal of moving away from fossil fuels and reducing greenhouse gasses by 
25% by 2020.   
 
News    08/25/12   6pm            : 30 
 
Berkshire County residents are worried after a woman there became Western Massachusetts 
first human case of West Nile Virus.  The Massachusetts Public Health Department will only 
say she's a woman in her 70s, she lives in Berkshire County and she's expected to be out of 
the hospital soon.  The fact that the health department has raised Pittsfield’s virus risk level, 
bothers people who live there.  It wasn't that many weeks ago that the city's public health 
department focused its mosquito spraying in several Pittsfield neighborhoods. A resident of 
nearby Lenox told 22News, there's something about that approach he doesn't like.  What 
happens now to the Berkshire county woman and two Cambridge men who have the 
mosquito borne virus?  The Centers for Disease Control says one out of five infected people 
get sick, but some suffer severe symptoms or die.  
 
News    08/30/12   5pm            : 30 
 
The Massachusetts Department of Public Health has confirmed a fourth human case of West 
Nile Virus in the state yesterday and a likely human case has been reported here in 
Hampden County.  Now health officials are urging everyone to take precautions.  Limit 
outdoor activities from dusk to dawn.  Use insect repellant.  And drain all standing water.  
Most people infected with the virus will show no symptoms.  If symptoms are present 
however, they may include fever and flu-like illness.  
 
News    08/31/12   6pm            : 30 
 
A 65-70 year old man from Chicopee has a confirmed case of the West Nile Virus.  This is 
Hampden County's first human case of the West Nile Virus this year.  Chicopee Mayor 
Michael Bissonette told 22News that the infected man was bit about 3 weeks ago.   A few 
days later, Flu like symptoms set, he went to the hospital but is now back home and expected 
to be okay.  Mayor Bissonette says the man is an outdoor enthusiast, so it is unclear if he 
actually contracted the West Nile Virus in Chicopee.  The symptoms take a few days to set in, 
so if you got bit and your body is telling you something now, it's better to get checked out 
sooner than later.    
 
News    09/11/12   6pm            : 30 
 
A third human case of Eastern Equine Encephalitis has been confirmed, and now he threat 
level has been raised in several Franklin County towns.  A teenage girl was diagnosed last 
week and is in the hospital.  Now some residents are taking precautions to protect 
themselves.  After a third case of Eastern Equine Encephalitis has been found the State 
Department of Public Health raised the EEE threat level in several towns in Franklin and 
Worcester Counties.  According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, there are 
nearly 2,000 human cases across the country of West Nile virus, another, mosquito borne 
disease.  The threat level has been raised in several communities in Franklin County here in 



the town of orange the level has been raised to critical people say you have to take the 
proper precautions to protect yourself.  The DPH is urging communities with "Critical" and 
"High "threat levels to cancel all planned evening outdoor events for the remainder of the 
season or until the first hard frost. 
 
News    09/21/12   6pm            : 30 
 
This year's weather patterns made for an unusual growing season.  The Department of 
Agriculture says apples are the second most valuable fruit grown in the U.S. after oranges.  
Apples grow 10 out of the 12 months of the year in Massachusetts but Outlook Farm owner 
Brad Morse says all of his orchard crops have been early.  From cherries to peaches, Morse 
says these crops have run consistently ten days early this year.  
 
News    09/21/12   6pm            : 30 
 
Even though it's getting cooler out, mosquitoes are still out there and that means the risk for 
EEE and West Nile continues.  The number of cases in the state continue to grow, a sixth 
human case of EEE and now a seventeenth case of west Nile virus announced today here in 
Massachusetts.  Some say they're still not concerned. 
 
News    09/21/12   6pm            : 30 
 
The first day of fall holds out hope that this summer's West Nile virus crisis may soon be over, 
but not quite.  It could be weeks before the first Springfield area frost puts an end to the 
mosquito problems.  So far temperatures have gone no lower than the upper 30s to low 40s.  
Normally the first hard freeze doesn't occur in Greater Springfield until the middle of October; 
Northampton and Greenfield get theirs slightly earlier in the month.  But the hard freeze in the 
Berkshires could come as early as the coming week.   
 
 



 

The following is WWLP programming addressing Government 
during the 3rd

 quarter of 2012.  These issues were addressed 
through our locally produced news programming. 
___________________________________________________________ 

 
News    07/01/12   11pm            : 30 
 

A new law anti-discrimination law protecting transgender individuals in Massachusetts is 
coming into force.  The Transgender Equal Rights Bill will take effect Sunday just over seven 
months after Gov. Deval Patrick signed it into law.  The law adds gender identity to the state's 
existing anti-discrimination laws as a protected category.  Now, transgender Massachusetts 
residents will be protected against discrimination from employment, housing, public education 
as well as credit and lending.  Gender identity will also be added to the protected categories 
under the state's hate crimes law. 
 
News    07/03/12   6pm            : 30 
 
Gov. Deval Patrick was meeting with top aides today as they study the final version of a 
proposed $32.5 billion dollar state budget approved by lawmakers for the fiscal year that 
began Sunday.  The spending plan includes $898 million in local aid for cities and towns and 
tightens restrictions on the use of EBT cards by welfare recipients. The budget includes no 
new taxes or fees but relies on $516 million in one-time funds including a $350 million dollar 
withdrawal from the state's rainy day fund.  The governor has 10 days to sign the budget after 
receiving it. 
 
News    07/09/12   6pm            : 30 
 
The governor has vetoed about $30 million in spending proposed by the Legislature and has 
amended immigration reforms that the administration says makes sure that the immigrant 
community in not unfairly targeted.  Governor Deval Patrick signed a $32.5 billion state 
budget Sunday that contains no new taxes or fees.  It draws $350 million from the state's 
rainy day fund and makes significant investments in education, cities and towns and 
community colleges. Governor Patrick vetoed more than $32 million in spending, including 
$10 million to boost salaries for underpaid human service workers.  The Patrick 
administration says that money will instead go towards an effort to reform the entire human 
service payment system.  Patrick also approved immigration reforms that increase penalties 
on forged drivers' licenses, but he stopped short of requiring the RMV to verify a person's 
legal residence when registering a car.  The governor's vetoes will allow spending to be re-
directed to an August sales tax holiday, homeless housing and youth programs. The 
Legislature can override the vetoes with a two thirds majority.    
 
News    07/10/12   12pm            : 30 
 



When considering the 2013 state budget, Governor Patrick made some controversial 
changes to proposed welfare reforms.  Places like nail salons and jewelry stores can still 
legally accept welfare benefit cards.  Part of controversial vetoes Governor Deval Patrick 
made as he signed the state budget Sunday saying he won't do anything that makes quote 
"vulnerable people beg for benefits."  Electronic Benefit Transfer or EBT cards will still be 
banned at tattoo parlors, casinos, strip clubs and gun shops.  But Governor Patrick vetoed 
banning their specific products and services saying it would be too difficult to enforce.  Critics 
say the state needs to get tough on those who abuse the system.  But despite all the bans 
and restrictions there's still nothing to prevent benefit holders from using their EBT cards like 
debit cards getting cash back that they can use on anything.  Governor Patrick asked that a 
commission be formed to study how to make the system more effective overall.  Governor 
Patrick also vetoed $400,000 dollars for a new state police benefit fraud unit saying there are 
other agencies that already deal with preventing fraud. 
 
News    07/13/12   7am            : 30 
 
The get out the vote campaign was in full swing in cities across the nation.  With the election 
just 4 months away, democrats and republicans are ramping up their efforts to win over 
supporters in what they are calling super Saturday.  In Virginia, volunteers were busy making 
phone calls to would be voters to win their support for Mitt Romney. In Tampa, volunteers for 
President Obama were busy canvassing neighborhoods and knocking on doors to get the 
word out.  The get out the vote mobilization effort helps guide both campaigns in knowing 
where to focus their energies. 
 
News    08/02/12   6pm            : 30 
 
U.S. Sen. Scott Brown has been promoted to colonel in the National Guard.  The 
Massachusetts Republican's colonel insignia were pinned to his uniform during a ceremony in 
Washington on Wednesday by Arizona senator and former Republican presidential candidate 
John McCain.  Brown has been in the National Guard for more than three decades, most 
recently as a lieutenant colonel.  Brown recently transferred from the Massachusetts Army 
National Guard to a unit in Maryland, allowing him to work at the Pentagon. 
 
News    08/05/12   6pm            : 30 
 
US Senate candidate Elizabeth Warren followed the campaign trail into Western 
Massachusetts today.  The consumer advocate and Harvard Law professor courted voters in 
Pittsfield.  The campaign stop was billed as an ice cream social.  Members of the public were 
invited to discuss the issues important to them in the upcoming election. 
 
News    08/10/12   5am            : 30 
 
Senator Scott Brown and his challenger Elizabeth Warren are at odds over a decision to 
spend hundreds of thousands of tax dollars on voter outreach for the state's welfare 
recipients.  Pretty soon this voter registration letter will go out to all welfare recipients in 
Massachusetts.  The state will spend $276,000 dollars to ensure everyone has the chance to 



vote.  This after a court ruled Massachusetts failed to comply with a federal law that requires 
everyone have the chance to register to vote when they sign up for public assistance.  State 
officials agreed with the decision and also decided to also put TVs in the waiting rooms of 
welfare offices explaining to people how to vote.  But, the decision is heating up the US 
Senate race between Scott Brown and Elizabeth Warren.  Brown calls it an effort to give 
Democrats an advantage in November.  Warren, whose daughter was directly tied to the 
lawsuit, says the lawsuit is about educating people about their rights not getting more people 
to vote for her.  It's a debate that extends beyond the race for Senate.  Agawam Town Clerk 
Richard Theroux says while it has become a battle for constituents in at least one political 
race, the ruling is indented to support a law designed to give everyone a chance to vote. 
 
News    08/16/12   6pm            : 30 
 
If you want to vote in next month's primary, you have until tomorrow night to file the 
appropriate forms.  Secretary of State William Galvin's office said residents must file their 
voter registrations and party enrollment changes by Aug. 17th. Voter registration forms can 
be found online at the Secretary of State's website and must be printed out and hand signed 
before you hand them in to the town clerk or elections department.  The forms are also 
available in Spanish and Chinese. 
 
News    08/27/12   6pm            : 30 
 
For the first time in 24 years, primary elections in Massachusetts will be held on a 
Thursday.  This is the first year since 1988 when primaries are held on a Thursday, before 
then it hadn't happened since 1964.   Spokesman for the Secretary of State, Brian McNiff, 
said the change is due to Labor Day and the Jewish New Year Rosh Hashanah.  This 
year both holidays fall before or on the Tuesday usually selected for the state primary.  
 
News    09/06/12   5:30pm           : 30 
 
Primary election voting has been underway for ten hours now.  State officials are predicting 
low voter turnout, and one of the reason for that they suspect, is that the new legislative maps 
have produced fewer contests.  Lawmakers who are running unopposed include Senator 
Gale Candaras of Wilbraham, Representative Cheryl Coakley Rivera of Springfield and 
Representative Joe Wagner of Chicopee.  Secretary of the Commonwealth William Galvin 
says there may be fewer challengers because people may be unfamiliar with the new 
legislative maps, which were redrawn last year for the first time in ten years.  He also 
suspects the maps may have strengthened some lawmakers.  So in many instances where 
there were changes made, they might have enhanced the strength of the incumbent.   There 
are more than 4 million registered voters in Massachusetts.  Polls opened at 7am and if you 
haven't voted yet for today's state primary, you still have time.  Polls close at 8pm.    
 
News    09/07/12   11pm            : 30 
 
With no Republican opponent in November, the Hampden District State Senate seat was 
decided tonight.  Incumbent State Senator Jim Welch was seeking a second term, being 



challenged by Springfield City Councilor Melvin Edwards for the Democratic nomination.  
Edwards carried his hometown of Springfield by about 400 votes, but he lost to Welch in 
Chicopee and West Springfield. West Springfield native Welch received a total of 6,213 votes 
or 61% to Edwards' 3,925 votes, or 39%.  Welch told 22News his goal in office is to make 
sure western Massachusetts is always at the forefront of economic development discussions, 
and to strengthen the region's economy by building a workforce from the ground up. 
 
News    09/07/12   11pm            : 30 
 
Veteran Congressman Richard Neal easily beat back challenges from fellow democrats 
Andrea Nuciforo and Bill Shein to secure his place on the November ballot.  Because there is 
no republican running against him in November, Neal has effectively secured his re-election 
to congress as well.  It will be his 13th term, but his first term representing a new district.  
Neal has served the second Massachusetts congressional district since 1989 but after 
redistricting, Western Massachusetts lost a seat.  So Neal will now represent the newly 
redrawn first Massachusetts Congressional District.  In addition to the Springfield area, that 
district adds new voters in Franklin and Berkshire counties.  Neal is a member of the 
influential House Ways and Means Committee. 
 
News    09/28/12   11pm            : 30 
 
Republican Presidential nominee Mitt Romney and his running mate Paul Ryan will be in 
Massachusetts tonight for a fundraising dinner and reception.  Romney spoke today to about 
200 donors who each paid as much as $50,000 to attend a morning fundraiser in 
Philadelphia.  This was Romney's first visit to Pennsylvania in more than two months.  

 



 

The following is WWLP programming addressing Health-
Smoking during the 3rd

 quarter of 2012.  These issues were 
addressed through our locally produced news programming. 
____________________________________________________ 
 
News    07/11/12   5:30pm               : 30 
 
Smokers gain about ten pounds in the year after kick they habit, but experts are saying that 
modest weight gain is healthier than not kicking the smoking habit.  A new study finds the 
amount of weight smoker’s gain, when they quit, is between eight and eleven pounds after 12 
months.  And many smokers say weight gain is one of the main reasons they don't quit.  This 
is especially the case for women.  But non-smokers argue it's a ridiculous way to keep your 
figure. 
 
News    07/12/12   5am                : 30 
 
Holyoke is the 37th largest city in Massachusetts but its rate of people living with HIV and 
AIDS is much higher.  Now the city has approved a needle exchange program.  Holyoke has 
the third -highest rate of people living with HIV/AIDS in the state.  About 300 people in 
Holyoke are living with HIV currently.  Almost 40% of those contracted because of drug use.  
Tapestry Health is expanding its Needle Exchange program into Holyoke.  The goal is to slow 
down or stop the spread of diseases like HIV and Hepatitis C.  Under the program, users can 
bring in dirty needles to Tapestry Health's office in Holyoke, and be provided with sterile ones 
in exchange.  Needle exchange programs have been proven to be incredibly affective in 
communities that they already exist in.  Injections account for 32% of new HIV cases in 
Holyoke, compared to the 12% state wide.  Designated places for residents to drop syringes 
like these promotes public safety and lessens the number of syringes discarded in 
open spaces.   Not only will it save lives, it will also make sure we get needles off the streets, 
and out of our public parks.  Needle-exchange programs have always been controversial, 
with opponents arguing that they sustain people's addictions and send the wrong message 
about drug use.   
 
News    07/22/12   7am                : 30 
 
Next Thursday, July 26th, could be an important day in the war against AIDS here in 
Massachusetts. That's when a simple yes is all the permission a person has to give to be 
tested for AIDS. Until the new law takes effect next Thursday, people still have to give written 
consent before they can be tested.  Advocates says the earlier routine testing reveals the HIV 
virus, the sooner the person can start taking life saving drug treatments.  
 
News    07/24/12   6pm                : 30 
 
Some companies might drop health insurance coverage for their employees.  That's 
according to a new study cited in the Wall Street Journal.  But many employers might soon 



get rid of health benefits for their workers.  A new study cited in the Wall Street Journal by 
consulting company, Delloite, shows 1 out of 10 companies say they will eliminate health 
care coverage in the next three years.  Companies surveyed said they'll consider benefit cuts 
if they're required to provide more coverage, if a tax on their plan takes effect, or if penalties 
cost less than their health plans.  But some say it's a difficult choice.  Penalties for not 
offering health care benefits don't start for two years, but will cost $2,000 dollars or more per 
employee for companies that employ 50 or more people.  Still, if health care costs continue to 
rise, the penalties might become attractive to many of these employers.     
 
News    07/24/12   5pm                : 30 
 
The Oxycontin and Heroin Commission found Massachusetts had one of the highest rates of 
opiate abuse in the country.  More than 3,200 people died from overdoses from 2002 through 
2007.  This bill will target doctors who excessively prescribe medications that can be abused 
or sold illegally.  Participation in the state's prescription monitoring program would become 
mandatory for doctors who prescribe controlled substances; patients who fill 11 prescriptions 
from four doctors or at four different pharmacies within 90 days would be put on a watch list. 
 
News    07/26/12   5:30pm               : 30 
 
Three out of four people who are infected with hepatitis C don't even know they have it.  But 
Tapestry Health wants to change that on this World Hepatitis Day. Hepatitis C is more 
prevalent and kills more people every year than HIV.  It infects the liver, and leads to 
cirrhosis, liver cancer or death.  Just last week a traveling medical technician was accused of 
infecting 30 patients with hepatitis C in New Hampshire. He's accused of stealing anesthetic 
drugs from a hospital lab, injecting himself and contaminating syringes that were later used 
on patients.  In general, those at risk of hepatitis C include baby boomers, those who have 
shared personal care items like razors or toothbrushes with someone who's infected, or those 
who have had a blood transfusion.  Tapestry Health wants to help people learn their status 
and reduce their risk by collecting a quick finger blood sample. 
 
News    08/06/12   5:30pm               : 30 
 
Gov. Deval Patrick has signed a bill into law that aims to stem spiraling health care costs.  He 
signed that bill this morning in a ceremony at the Statehouse.  The bill is intended to save 
Massachusetts up to $200 billion in health care costs over the next 15 years by encouraging 
the creation of "accountable care organizations" that take a more coordinated approach to 
medicine. 
 
News    08/08/12   11pm                : 30 
 
Anti-smoking ads that show you the real consequences of smoking seem to be working and 
now the government is planning to make more.  You may have seen some of these 
commercials before, anti-smoking ads showing diseased smokers and how the habit has 
drastically changed their health and their lives.  The Centers for Disease Control say the 
campaign is really working and many people agree.  The CDC says the commercials 



generated 192,000 extra calls to their national toll free quit line.  Although, they have no way 
of knowing how many callers have actually quit.  But despite how smokers or non smokers 
feel about the ads, the CDC is confident in the campaign and bringing more of the 
commercials to a TV near you.   
 
News    08/13/12   5:30pm               : 30 
 
Starting today, Holyoke Community College is officially smoke free.  Students are no longer 
allowed to smoke in any building or even outdoors, anywhere on campus.  That policy applies 
to everyone on campus, from visitors to faculty.  The college's health services will provide 
free nicotine patches to students and staff looking to quit. 
 
News    08/15/12   6pm                : 30 
 
State health officials have raised the West Nile Virus threat level to "high" in Ludlow after a 
horse was infected there.  According to Department of Public Health this is the first case of 
West Nile in a horse in Massachusetts this year.  An official at the Ludlow Board of 
Health told 22News the horse is still alive, but its condition was not released.  In Middlesex 
County a man in his 60s has been hospitalized with the state's first human case of West Nile 
virus this year; he is recovering.  Health officials recommend using insect repellent and 
draining standing water, where mosquitoes breed. 
 
News    08/20/12   6pm                : 30 
 
The Montague Board of Health approved new regulations that restrict sales of tobacco 
products.  In Montague, beginning October 1st, all tobacco products will disappear from drug 
stores and pharmacies.  Montague's Director of Public Health said researching how 
manufacturers market tobacco products to young adults led to the Board of Health updating 
their regulations.  Under the new rule, stores like Rite Aid on Avenue A that sell health care 
products will no longer be able to sell tobacco products.  Grocery stores that do not have 
pharmacies can continue to sell tobacco products.  However, if they do sell cigars, then they'll 
have to sell those in a pack of four.    
 
News    08/23/12   5:30pm           : 30 
 
A new poll shows Massachusetts voters support access to life-ending drugs and medical 
marijuana.   A new poll released by Public Policy Polling shows a wide margin of support in 
favor of letting doctors prescribe life-ending drugs and medical marijuana.  Massachusetts 
voters favored legalizing self-administered life-ending drugs 58% to 24%.  Similarly, there 
was strong support for legalizing marijuana for medicinal purposes, 58% to 27%. Both 
questions will appear on the state election ballot this November.  Under the proposed law, 
terminally ill patients will be able to request and self-administer medication to end their life.  
The second proposed law will legalize medical marijuana for patients suffering from 
debilitating diseases like cancer, AIDS or multiple sclerosis. 
 
News    08/30/12   5pm            : 30 



 
The Massachusetts Department of Public Health has confirmed a fourth human case of West 
Nile Virus in the state yesterday and a likely human case has been reported here in 
Hampden County.  Now health officials are urging everyone to take precautions.  Limit 
outdoor activities from dusk to dawn.  Use insect repellant.  And drain all standing water.  
Most people infected with the virus will show no symptoms.  If symptoms are present 
however, they may include fever and flu-like illness.  
 
News    09/11/12   6pm            : 30 
 
A third human case of Eastern Equine Encephalitis has been confirmed, and now he threat 
level has been raised in several Franklin County towns.  A teenage girl was diagnosed last 
week and is in the hospital.  Now some residents are taking precautions to protect 
themselves.  After a third case of Eastern Equine Encephalitis has been found the State 
Department of Public Health raised the EEE threat level in several towns in Franklin and 
Worcester Counties.  According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, there are 
nearly 2,000 human cases across the country of West Nile virus, another, mosquito borne 
disease.  The DPH is urging communities with "Critical" and "High "threat levels to cancel all 
planned evening outdoor events for the remainder of the season or until the first hard frost. 
 
News    09/24/12   5:30pm         : 30 
 
Federal officials say President Obama's national health care law is saving Massachusetts 
seniors big bucks.  Federal officials say the 2010 national health care law has helped save 
Massachusetts seniors more than $76 million dollars on medication bills this year.  The U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services says in the first eight months of this year, the 
Affordable Care Act has saved seniors in Medicare's "donut hole" coverage about $610 
dollars.  Previously, when seniors were in this "donut hole" they would go from making 
copayments for their drugs to paying 100% of the cost.  The national health care law gives 
them significant discounts.  From 2010 to 2022, the average savings for a Massachusetts 
resident with Medicare will be $5,000. Folks with high prescriptions costs will save more than 
$18,000. 
 
News    09/30/12   11pm          : 30 
 
Many Springfield area medicine cabinets are no longer filled with expired and unwanted 
medications. South Hadley Police Department was one of many collections sites. Before the 
day was over the people of Massachusetts are expected to have dropped off 12,000 pounds 
of medicines they no longer needed nor wanted to clutter their homes.  If this seems like a lot, 
you might be interested to know that nationally last year, people got rid of 188 tons of the 
expired or unwanted medicines.  The stuff collected locally on Saturday was carted off to 
Agawam to be disposed of at the Bondi's Island Incinerator.  
 



The following is WWLP programming addressing Jobs during 
the 3rd

 quarter of 2012.  These issues were addressed through 
our locally produced news programming. 
 
News    07/03/12   5:30pm              : 30 
 

Some much needed relief for homeless veterans in western Massachusetts trying to make 
their way back into the workplace.  Soldier On's president says the homeless veteran 
population is at risk of being permanently unemployed.  John Downing said close to 60% of 
homeless veterans are unemployed and more than a quarter of returning vets have no job.  
"Soldier On" helps homeless veterans in western Massachusetts with housing, health care, 
and employment. On Monday the Department of Labor awarded a $400,000 grant to "Soldier-
On." Downing says the money comes at a critical time.   
 
News    07/10/12   5:30pm              : 30 
 
A new report released today shows that hiring has slowed since the start of the year.  
Warehouse, manufacturing and office sectors are the jobs that Employment Plus is trying to 
fill.  More than 30 people went to Employment Plus in Greenfield hoping to fill those 
openings.  Employment Plus is a staffing and recruiting firm whose goal is to help people find 
jobs.  
 
News    07/10/12   11pm               : 30 
  
The US Department of Labor and many states are asking for money back from people who 
get unemployment benefits.  According to the Labor Department, in fiscal year 2011, the 
government overpaid about $14 billion dollars in benefits.  In Massachusetts, more than $48 
million dollars were used in overpaid funds. Less than half of that has been recovered.   
 
News    07/12/12   12pm               : 30 
 
The number of people seeking unemployment benefits plunged last week to the lowest level 
in four years, a hopeful sign for the job market.  The Labor Department says weekly 
applications dropped 26,000 to 350,000, the lowest level since March 2008.  When 
applications consistently fall below 375,000, it generally suggests hiring is strong enough to 
reduce the unemployment rate. 
 
News    07/13/12   6pm               : 30 
 
New payroll enrollment data found that more jobs were created than expected last year in 
Massachusetts.  Springfield's unemployment rate is at around 9% while the state's 
unemployment stands at 6%.  Experts said that's because this area relies on the 
manufacturing industry, which produced the least number of jobs last year.  It could be a 
hopeful outlook for job seekers.  A new report said Massachusetts created more than 39,000 
jobs in 2011.  MassBenchmarks said construction and education are the two fastest growing 



sectors.  Last year construction added 7,000 jobs. Educational Services added 9,000 
jobs.  But those jobs are mainly in the eastern part of the state.  Program mangers at 
Futureworks told 22News, underemployment is a big problem but there is a way to improve 
that situation.  Career counselors also said, do not be afraid to network and let people know 
that you're looking for a job.  
 
News    07/19/12   12pm               : 30 
 
The Massachusetts unemployment rate remained steady at 6% in June, but preliminary 
estimates show the state lost 2,600 jobs during the month.  The June job figures were 
released by the state Office of Labor and Workforce Development.  The state's 6% 
unemployment rate compares to the national jobless rate of 8.2% in June. 
 
News    07/27/12   11pm               : 30 
 
House lawmakers have passed a bill that they say prevents temporary workers from being 
exploited in Massachusetts.  If enacted, temporary workers would receive one-page of 
information about their wages, expected hours and benefits.  Bill supporters say it protects a 
class of workers who are often hired from street corners and driven to jobs where they don't 
know what they'll be doing, how much they'll be paid or what happens if they get hurt on the 
job.  
 

News    08/02/12   6pm               : 30 
 
26 people are losing their jobs in Easthampton.  Berry Plastics spokeswoman Eva 
Schmitz said they're reducing their workforce by 26 people.  She says it’s because of "soft 
consumer demand" and the recent streamlining of manufacturing processes.  Berry Plastics  
Easthampton facility employs approximately 350 people.  Schmitz said the company will help 
those interested in securing employment at other Berry Plastics plants or within the local 
labor market.  
 

News    08/03/12   5pm               : 30 
 
July Jobs Report was released today, and interestingly, it says, hiring picked up but the 
unemployment rate rose, too.  Last month, the United States economy added more jobs than 
expected but at the same time, the unemployment rate rose from 8.2% to 8.3%.  According to 
economists, there's no reason to worry because those jobs came from privately owned 
businesses, not the government.  In July, employers added 165,000 jobs.  But 195,000 
people reported that they lost their jobs.  Experts say the July jobs report bears fairly good 
news because private sectors added more than 172,000 jobs. That means food services and 
manufacturing industries did quite well in July.  In western Massachusetts, business owners 
and residents alike said, they are seeing signs of improvements.  Some economist’s say, 
even though businesses continue to grow, underemployment is a problem.  However, three 
years ago in October of 2009, the unemployment rate stood at 10%.  So compared to that, 
they say the economy is on the right track.  
 
News    08/17/12   5pm               : 30 



 
For the first time in three years, the state's unemployment rate went up.  The unemployment 
rate in Massachusetts went up to 6.1%.  That's still under the national average of 8.3%.  But 
we're still not seeing huge job growth here in the Springfield area.  Massachusetts employers 
added 1,600 jobs in July but the unemployment rate went up .1%.  The last time it rose was 
back in September of 2009.  And that slow hiring trend reflects what's going on in our area.  
Futureworks in Springfield has been seeing less job postings over the last couple months. 
 
News    08/22/12   6pm               : 30 
 
Massachusetts latest unemployment numbers have been released.  In July the statewide 
unemployment rate went up by zero point one percentage point to 6.1%.  But compared to 
the 7.4% rate recorded last year, experts say this is a huge improvement.  1,600 jobs were 
added last month.  Most of those jobs were created in the eastern part of the state, like 
Peabody, Barnstable, Cambridge and Quincy.  But career counselors say that doesn't 
necessarily mean that job seekers here in western Massachusetts are at disadvantage.  
Hampden County has different kinds of job available than the Boston area. 
 
News    08/23/12   6pm               : 30 
 
A state report says the leisure and hospitality industry continues to lose jobs.  For the third 
month in a row, a state report finds that the leisure and hospitality industry lost more than a 
thousand jobs, which they blame on a slow business. The Massachusetts Labor and 
Workforce Development office reports that the leisure and hospitality industry lost 1,600 jobs 
last month, continuing a losing streak that has cost the industry about 6,000 jobs in the past 
three months.  The Patrick administration says the numbers can be misleading.  
Nevertheless, there is growing consensus among restaurant owners that they're getting fewer 
customers.  So the need to hire new staff becomes less of an option for restaurants than just 
asking current staff to fill in for vacant positions.  To boost their lagging industry, restaurant 
owners are asking the state to relax regulations as well as introduce a meals tax holiday that 
slashes the 6.25% tax on restaurant meals for about a week.  Lieutenant Governor Tim 
Murray says the administration is continuing to review whether the state can afford a meals 
tax holiday. But he notes that whenever you give a tax break to one industry, you  
have to pull out money from another industry.  
 
News    08/30/12   5:30pm             : 30 
 
The unemployment rate in New England climbed in July but remains below the national 
average.  The New England office of the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics the jobless rate in 
the six-state region was 7.1% last month.  That's up from 6.8% in June.  Rhode Island's 
10.8% unemployment rate is the highest in New England and the second highest in the U.S.  
By contrast, Vermont's rate of 5% is the lowest in the region and the fifth lowest in the 
country. 
 
News    09/05/12   12pm              : 30 
 



Cooley Dickinson Hospital in Northampton says some employees could soon lose their jobs.  
They said in a statement that decline in inpatient care and increased demand for outpatient 
services led to the decision. The workforce reduction could mean either a loss of hours or 
fewer staff positions.  The Massachusetts Nurses Association represents 300 nurses at 
Cooley Dickinson.  Union Spokesman Charles Rasmussen said cutbacks would likely affect 
nurses with the least seniority.   
 
News    09/08/12   9am              : 30 
 
A gloomy jobs report has become the focus of the presidential campaign.  The Labor 
Department reports that employers added 96,000 jobs last month and the nation's 
unemployment rate fell to 8.1% but close to 400,000 people gave up looking for work.  Those 
figures prompted Mitt Romney to accuse President Barack Obama of failing to live up to his 
campaign promises about jobs.  Obama says Romney's approach to the economy is pushing 
tax cuts as a cure-all.  The president is in Florida, where he will spend most of the weekend 
campaigning.  Romney has appearances scheduled in Virginia.  
 
News    09/10/12   5pm              : 30 
 
The number of jobs added last month was discouraging news for many people who are still 
unemployed.   A weak jobs report for August was also discouraging for the millions of 
Americans who are still searching for work.  Just 96,000 jobs were added last month, much 
less than 120,000 predicted by economists.  At Futureworks Career Center in Springfield, the 
outlook is bleak.   For the last three months they’ve seen the number of openings decline 
every month so that's certainly an issue of concern.  People are finding that the hourly wages 
aren't what they would like.  One of the difficulties has been over the last four years that there 
has been growth in the private sector; the difficulty has been there are corresponding layoffs 
in the public sector totaling 600,000.  The jobs report is also a drag on the economy which 
has been struggling on and off for years.   It's leading to a consumer confidence number that 
is weakening again and that's not good.  The Federal Reserve will take another look this 
week at what can be done to give the economy a boost in hopes of getting things moving 
again particularly for those out of work.   
 
News    09/23/12   7am              : 30 
 
Unemployment rose in 26 states last month, the latest sign that hiring is weak across most of 
the country.  The Labor department said that unemployment rates fell in 12 states and were 
unchanged in 12.  Here in Massachusetts the unemployment rate for August is 6.3% which is 
2% lower than the national average. 
 
News    09/27/12   12pm              : 30 
 
The number of people applying for unemployment benefits fell last week to its lowest level in 
nine weeks.  The labor department reports unemployment benefits fell by 26,000 last week to 
359,000.  Analysts say it's a hopeful sign for the job market.   
 



News    09/28/12   6pm              : 30 
 
The chief executive of the Mohegan Tribal Gaming Authority announced Mohegan Sun 
casino in Connecticut is laying off more than 300 employees and bringing in a new CEO.  For 
years Mohegan Sun has shown interest in building in Palmer and now some people are 
wondering if that's still the case.  Just one day after Mohegan Sun in Connecticut announced 
hundreds of pink slips were going out,  many people are wondering what this means for the 
company's future in Palmer.  Mohegan Sun was the first casino developer to show serious 
interest in building in Western Mass. and residents are staying optimistic that's still the plan.  
In response to the Connecticut layoffs, Palmer Town Councilor Paul Burns is now calling on 
the gaming company to commit financially to Western Massachusetts.  Hard Rock, MGM, 
Penn National and Ameristar have all shown interest in building in Springfield.  Under the 
state's gaming law, only one developer can be awarded a license in Western Massachusetts.  
Despite the layoffs, residents are optimistic Mohegan Sun is still a viable candidate.  

 


