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The following is WWLP programming addressing Crime during 
the 1st quarter of 2016.  These issues were addressed through 
our locally produced news programming. 
________________________________________________ 
 
News    1/01/16   11pm                2: 00 
 
2015 was a deadly year for the city of Springfield. 18 people were killed due to violence in 
Springfield over the past year from Indian Orchard to Forest Park. What many of them had in 
common; their young age.  2015 was a deadly year in the city of Springfield. 18 homicides in 
total. The first one happened just minutes into January 1st 2015. 18 year old Shawnki 
Gladden and his father were both shot on Mill Street. His father survived, Shawnki did not. 
Four days later 40 year old Yaharia Hernandez was found shot to death in an SUV. The 
motive was believed to be domestic violence. On February 11th the community was shocked 
to learn Kathryn Mauke, a 17-year-old Springfield student, was allegedly stabbed to death. 
Her boyfriend Nikolas Lacrosse will stand trial for her murder June 20th of this year. On 
February 23rd Alexis Perez-Melendez was stabbed to death in what police say was a drug 
dispute.   March was the deadliest month for the city. Five people were killed in separate 
crimes, all of them under the age of 30. May 12th, 25 year old Monique Vanzant was stabbed 
to death in a case of domestic violence. She was a student at Branford Hall in Springfield.  3 
separate shootings on May 23rd, June 7th, June 30th and November 1st and a stabbing on 
August 29th claimed the lives of 5 young men. They were all under the age of 27. November 
7th the Indian Orchard neighborhood was in shock after a Chinese food delivery man, Fan 
Cheung Li, was shot and killed during a robbery. And in just the past two months, two more 
men were shot and killed. Of the 18 people who were killed last year in Springfield 14 of them 
were under the age of 30.  
 
News    1/06/16   5:30pm              1: 30 
 
A state police dog is being credited with finding 250 bags of heroin during a traffic stop in 
Northampton on Monday.  State Police said k-9 Brutus was called in to search a vehicle that 
had been pulled over by troopers. Brutus searched the car and alerted troopers to several 
locations where 250 bags of heroin and a bag of cocaine were allegedly found. According to 
State Police, police dogs assist in the average seizure of thousands of pounds of drugs every 
year. 
 
News    1/08/16   11pm               1: 00 
 
Police have found the truck used in a deadly hit and run on New Year's Eve in 
Palmer. Palmer Police Lieutenant Christopher Burns told 22News police found the light blue 
1996 Chevrolet truck crushed and buried at a residence on Bethany Road in Monson. He 
said the suspect used an excavator to try and destroy it. Lt. Burns said the truck owner is 
cooperating with police, but his identity has not yet been released. The hit and run happened 
on North Main Street December 31st, killing 59-year-old Gary LeBlanc of Palmer. 
 



News    1/10/16   10pm               1: 00 
 
A former Springfield police officer was arraigned on larceny charges. Retired Springfield 
police officer Kevin Burnham is accused of stealing more than $385,000 from the police 
evidence room.  A Hampden County Superior Court judge released Burnham without bail this 
afternoon. The missing money's connected to more than 170 drug cases from 2009 through 
2014. The 22News I-Team has been closely following this story, and revealed months ago 
that the missing money led to the release of alleged drug dealers.  Some of their cases were 
dismissed due to a lack of evidence. Burnham was a police officer for more than 40 years 
and was in charge of the evidence room for 30 years.  He's scheduled to be back in court 
next week. 
 
News    1/13/16   5pm               2: 00 
 
Deerfield Academy has settled a lawsuit with a former student who claimed he was sexually 
abused by a teacher in the 1980s.  The school is paying hundreds of thousands of dollars to 
settle this lawsuit. It all started in the 1980s, but the victim didn't come forward until years 
later.  For approximately two years and over 100 times, he was sexually abused.  A former 
Deerfield Academy student is finally getting closure in a sexual abuse scandal that he says 
occurred more than 3 decades ago and lasted for years. On Tuesday, the victim's lawyer 
announced they'd reached a $500,000 settlement with the school over the allegations. Dr. 
Robert Hoatson worked with the victim at a non-profit organization that offers counseling to 
survivors of sexual abuse. He told 22News, it all started in the 1980s when the victim was just 
15-years-old. The victim was an athlete here at Deerfield Academy and in the lawsuit he says 
he was abused while on trips with the school for golf and squash competitions. A 2013 
investigation found evidence that Lambert had had sexual contact with two students while he 
was teacher there. In 2015, the victim came forward for the first time and filed a lawsuit 
against the school, and two of its teachers. The news came as a shock to several Deerfield 
residents. Deerfield Academy Spokesperson David Thiel told 22News the school has since 
updated its policies on sexual harassment and misconduct. Bryce Lambert, the victim's 
alleged abuser, died in 2007. The school has removed his name from a fund and writing 
fellowship. 
 
News    1/16/16   11pm               1: 00 
 
Palmer police have made a surprising discovery in the case of a deadly hit and run accident 
on New Year's Eve. They were looking for a light blue 1996 Chevrolet pick-up truck since 
New Years Eve. The truck was allegedly used in a hit-and-run accident. On Friday, they 
found that truck in Monson, buried in the backyard of Christopher Lemek Jr's home on 
Bethany Road. Lt. Christopher Burns of the Palmer Police Department told 22News Lemek 
crushed the truck himself using an excavator to try to hide it. Palmer residents told 22News 
it's a shock to their community. Lemek has not been arrested yet, but he will be charged. One 
of those charges is expected to be motor vehicle homicide. 
 
News    1/18/16   11pm               1: 00 
 



Chicopee police are investigating a camera installed in a men's bathroom at a Pride gas 
station in Chicopee. The company told 22News they placed the camera inside the men's 
room, following a several instances of vandalism in the bathroom. Two men expressed 
concern this weekend when they saw a camera in the ceiling of the men's room at the Pride 
gas station on Burnett Road in Chicopee. Pride stores told 22News they installed the camera 
to catch whoever had been vandalized the bathroom wall with hateful graffiti. Pride 
Operations Director Richard Hoffner told 22News the camera was in plain view in a common 
area where everyone could see it.  He said it recorded people coming in and out of the 
bathroom, and did not capture anyone inside the stalls. The camera was set up on Friday, 
and was taken down Monday, after 2 men found it Sunday night. They contacted a lawyer, 
and then contacted Chicopee Police.  The 2 men's lawyer told 22News they are not taking 
any legal action, because they determined Pride had not violated the law. Attorney Zoe 
Falken sent a statement to 22News saying, "After having reviewed the footage... no privacy 
violation has occurred, nor has there been any violation of state or federal law. No civil or 
criminal charges will be pursued by my [clients]." Chicopee police told 22News their 
detectives were investigating this issue. 
 
News    1/21/16   12pm               1: 00 
 
Former Chicopee Mayor Michael Bissonnette was back in court in Holyoke today on charges 
stemming from an alleged incident with a police officer. A jury trial has now be set to start on 
April 4th...with pre-trial hearing march 23rd. Bissonnette was charged with four 
misdemeanors, including assaulting a police officer and disorderly conduct after a 
confrontation between the former mayor and Police Lt. John Pronovost at the Bellamy Middle 
School during the day of the preliminary election. Earlier this month Judge Thomas Estes 
dismissed a felony charge of intimidating a witness against Bissonnette.   
 
News    1/24/16   10pm               1: 00 
 
Firefighters made a surprising discovery while battling a fire in Springfield's Forest Park 
neighborhood this morning. Crews uncovered a marijuana growing operation at 68 Horace 
Street, while they were trying to put out a fire at the home.  Springfield Police Sgt. John 
Delaney said the fire started on the second floor, but smoke traveled up to the third floor. 
When firefighters went upstairs to try and vent it out, that's when they found marijuana plants. 
One woman told 22News that owners should get to know their tenants more. According to the 
DEA, officers confiscated more than 4 million home grown marijuana plants across the 
country in 2014. Sgt. Delaney told 22News the Narcotics Unit has taken over the 
investigation. 
 
News    1/26/16   6pm               1: 00 
 
A 71-year-old man was shot and killed in Springfield's North End. Police found the victim on 
Brookline Avenue. 22News went there today and spoke to neighbors who said they were 
shocked when they found out who the victim was. Police found 71-year-old  Juan Zayas in a 
driveway on Brookine Avenue in Springfield after he was shot Monday night. By the time 
EMT's arrived, he was dead. The deadly shooting occurred around 5:30 Monday night and 



many neighbors we spoke to on Brookline Ave. said they were shocked when they found out 
the victim was a 71-year-old man. William Dewberry told 22News he's lived in Springfield for 
years, but this incident really makes him question whether it's safe enough to stay. Detectives 
searched the neighborhood for evidence Monday night, and returned Tuesday morning to talk 
to neighbors. One of those neighbors, who didn't want to go on camera told 22News he was 
shocked when he found out a man was killed directly across the street.  Zayas became the 
city's first homicide victim of 2016. Springfield Police are still searching for anything that might 
help them identify a suspect.   
 
News    1/27/16   6pm               1: 00 
 
Cara Rintala will be tried for a third time for the murder of her wife in September. Rintala is 
charged with strangling Annamarie Cochrane Rintala in their Granby home in March 
2010. Her first two trials ended in mistrials with hung juries. During a status hearing in 
Hampshire Superior Court this afternoon, a judge set another hearing date for March 7th with 
her trial to tentatively begin in September. Earlier this month, the state's highest court 
rejected Rintala's appeal of being tried for a third time. 
 
News    1/27/16  5:30pm               1: 00 
 
Two Franklin County Business are being sued, accused of negligence. Clarkdale Fruit Farms 
and Bostley Sanitary Services are being sued for tens of thousands of dollars. Daniel 
Hammock of Erving filed the civil suit. Hammock claims, back in November when he was 
using a Porta Potty at Clarkdale Fruit Farms, it tipped over dumping human waste all over 
him. And now he's suing for $25,000 for alleged negligence. 22News went to Greenfield 
District Court to read the formal complaint. In that document, Hammock claims he was injured 
and suffered mental anguish. 22News also went to Clarkdale Fruit Farms in Deerfield. Co-
Owner Ben Clark told 22News, they were surprised when it happened because they've never 
had a Porta Potty tip over like that. They're currently working with their insurance company to 
resolve the issue. Bostley Sanitary Services, the company that owns the Porta Potty, told 
22News that due to the weight of the Porta Potty and its position against the barn, it's 
possible it could have been tipped over as a prank. And while Hammock is claiming 
negligence, Bostley Sanitary Services is saying this didn't happen because of any wrong-
doing on their part.   
 
News    1/31/16   6pm               2: 00 
 
Several law enforcement agencies are looking into abuse allegations at a special needs 
school in the Berkshire County town of Great Barrington. Berkshire County residents were 
shocked to find out the Eagleton School in Great Barrington is being investigated for the 
alleged physical and emotional abuse of special needs students. The private, year-round, 
residential school serves boys and young men with cognitive, behavioral, and developmental 
disabilities ranging from age 9 to age 22.  The Great Barrington Police Department started 
investigating allegations of abuse earlier this month. On Saturday, local police, state police, 
and the FBI were all here to search for evidence. Located on 40 acres in the Berkshire 
Mountains, residents say the Eagleton School has been a part of their community for nearly 



40 years. Robert Miller used to deliver food the Eagleton School and said the environment 
was always comfortable, and welcoming.  The allegations haven't yet been proven, and 
retired teacher Ed McCarthy told 22News he's seen similar situations turn out to be false. In a 
news release, Great Barrington Police Chief William Walsh said officers will stay at the school 
while police continue to collect evidence on the allegations.   
 
News    2/3/16    6pm               1: 00 
 
Administrators at The Eagleton School in Great Barrington answered questions today about 
allegations of multiple staff members abusing three students.  In one instance, one of the 
staff members allegedly slapped a student in the face.  The abuse was reported by the 
school in January. The news conference comes just two days after five staff members were 
arraigned in Southern Berkshire District court.  Four of the staff members pleaded not guilty 
to charges of assault and battery on a disabled person. The fifth, pleaded not guilty to 
charges including intimidating a witness. The school has been running for nearly 40 
years.  22News spoke with the schools acting program director about the training they go 
through. The three students that were allegedly abused are all in the autism program and are 
still going to school. The schools attorney said they have been asking about the missing 
staffers. The five staffers allegedly involved with abuse are suspended with pay.  They are 
due back in court on March 10th. 
 
News    2/4/16    6am               1: 00 
 
A police dog in Longmeadow helped find and arrest a suspect wanted for domestic assault 
and battery. According to the Longmeadow Police Department's Facebook page, officers 
were searching the area of Maple Road and Longmeadow Street when they saw the suspect 
running onto Lincoln Park, then branches could be heard snapping around Hillside Terrace. 
That's when Kai immediately began tracking the suspect, causing him to run out of the 
wooded area, and the suspect was then taken into custody. 
 
News    2/5/16    11pm               1: 00 
 
A former UMass Amherst student was found guilty today of raping another student more than 
two years ago. A Hampshire Superior Court jury today found 20 year-old Patrick Durocher of 
Longmeadow guilty of rape and assault, but he was acquitted on a kidnapping charge. Both 
Durocher and the victim were allegedly very drunk at that time. His attorney argued that the 
sex was consensual. Sentencing for Patrick Durocher is scheduled for February 19. 
 
News    2/7/16    10pm               1: 00  
 
A Springfield teenager was shot this weekend while meeting someone he met online. 
Springfield Police Sgt. John Delaney said a 17 year old boy walked into the hospital 
emergency room after getting shot. His wounds are not life-threatening. Sgt. Delaney said the 
teen likely met someone on Herbert Avenue, where police found money on the ground. He 
met the person online and was meeting in person to buy an expensive piece of clothing. The 
teen ended up getting jumped and robbed by three or four unknown suspects and the teen 



was shot once. Sgt. Delaney said so far no one has been arrested, and the victim is not 
cooperating with police. 
 
News    2/10/16   10pm               1:00 
 
A status hearing was held for the Berkshire county man accused of plotting an ISIS-inspired 
terrorist attack. The prosecution today asked for six more weeks to determine additional 
charges against Alexander Ciccolo. The judge granted them six weeks. Back in July, Ciccolo 
pleaded not guilty to charges of assault and illegal possession of a firearm after an FBI agent 
sold him four guns. The prosecution has been looking at forensic evidence while Ciccolo 
remains detained at a facility in Rhode Island. 
 
News    2/11/16  5:30pm               1:30 
 
Caught on tape. Surveillance video reveals information that caused an Amherst pizza shop to 
lose its food license. Surveillance video obtained by police shows a man cooking food at 
College Pizza while touching his genitals, removing a condom, smoking a cigarette, and 
dropping a spatula on the ground. The man in the video is Mishu Fam, the brother of the 
owner of College Pizza. Amherst Health Services Director Julie Federman told 22News the 
video is from nearly one year ago, but College Pizza was allowed to stay open as long as 
Fam was not allowed back in the restaurant. A health inspector discovered in January that 
Fam was still there. One UMass student who's ordered from College Pizza was horrified. 
Bridget Conklin said, “I honestly can't believe it. I've been in there multiple times. I'm glad it 
shut down. I won't be ordering from there again. I definitely hope this place turns into 
something a little bit better for the students.” Their food license is revoked for one year. 
They'll have to reapply to get it back. The only thing they can sell is tobacco. Federman says 
she believes the owner is now trying to sell the restaurant. 22News knocked on the door but 
no one answered. 22News then called the restaurant hours later but no one answered our 
call. 
 
News    2/17/16   11pm               1:00 
 
Boston Marathon bomber Dzhokhar Tsarnaev is asking the court to appoint new attorneys to 
handle his appeal.  Tsarnaev is appealing his conviction and death sentence for the 2013 
bombing that murdered three people and wounded more than 260 others. Tsarnaev is asking 
to replace the federal public defenders of Boston with their counterparts in New York. He's 
currently being held at the Supermax federal prison in Colorado. 
 
News    2/18/16   5pm               2:00 
 
Springfield residents and police are hoping for a quieter night in the city. Wednesday night 
was a violent night in Springfield. Within hours, a stabbing, shooting, two robberies and 
gunshots fired. Around 6:30 Wednesday night - a man walked into Baystate Medical Center - 
shot twice in the head and once in the leg. Springfield Police Sergeant John Delaney told 
22News the man was reportedly shot in a heroin deal gone wrong by Main and East Hooker 
Streets. As police were investigating the shooting residents waved them down, saying a man 



robbed a food truck and pistol whipped the vendor on Main Street. Police arrested Carlos 
Merced of Springfield. Then just after 9 Sergeant Delaney said a son stabbed his father on 
Stevens Street. The son was arrested nearby the father is expected to be okay. Around 
10:30PM, police found shell casings from guns fired by State and College Streets. 22News 
tried contacting Springfield Mayor Domenic Sarno about how he plans to prevent another 
night like this in the future. He was unavailable for comment. One mother told 22News she 
finds neighbors stay in their homes and lock their doors. During the violence, Police 
Lieutenant Brian Keenan said the Citizens Bank on Island Pond Road was robbed. Police 
were searching for a tall black man with a short white beard. 
 
News    2/19/16   11pm               1:00 
 
Bill Cosby's wife must testify in her husband's defamation case Monday. A federal judge 
denied Camille Cosby's attempt to delay her deposition. Camille will have to testify out of 
court, on Bill's case, involving the seven women suing him for defamation. The women say 
Cosby called them liars after they reported he sexually assaulted them. Bill Cosby has denied 
all allegations and filed a countersuit suit. The deposition is scheduled for Monday morning in 
Springfield. 
 
News    2/19/16   11pm               1:00 
 
A former UMass student will spend the next three to five years in prison for raping another 
student in 2013. Hampshire Superior Court Judge Mary Lou Rup also sentenced 20-year-old 
Patrick Durocher of Longmeadow to four years’ probation today. Two weeks ago, a jury found 
Durocher guilty of raping and assaulting another student on the lawn outside the campus 
center in 2013. The jury found him not guilty of kidnapping. 
 
News    2/23/16   6pm               1:30 
 
A State Trooper's accused of assaulting a Belchertown Police Detective earlier this month. A 
criminal complaint alleges Trooper Sean Dennehy approached Detective John Raymer and 
his two children at McCarthy's Pub. Detective Raymer said he felt threatened when Trooper 
Dennehy stood over him, swearing at him. Detective Raymer has a pending case against 
Trooper Dennehy's wife, who's suspected of driving away from a car crash in a parking lot 
last year. Trooper Dennehy is being charged with witness intimidation. He has been 
suspended without pay and will be arraigned next week. 
 
News    2/24/16   6pm               1:30 
 
The 19-year-old suspected of assaulting a student and triggering a campus wide lockdown at 
UMass last week, was back in court Wednesday. Bail set at 7,500 dollars cash. William 
McKeown was released on 7$7,500 bail Wednesday morning. Charges including assault and 
battery and armed robbery were made against the 19-year-old following an incident on the 
UMass Amherst campus last Thursday. The incident lead to a campus-wide lockdown. 
During his bail hearing the complaint against McKeown was changed to specify the alleged 
assault was with a BB gun, not a hand gun. The investigation is still very active at this 



point  First assistant district Attorney Stephen Gagne told 22News the amendment does not 
change the severity of the charges. Wednesday was the third time McKeown was in court this 
week he was arraigned here in Eastern Hampshire District court on Monday and will be back 
in court on Thursday in Framingham. He's now ordered to wear a GPS monitoring device and 
to stay on house arrest 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. McKeown is due back in court in 
Eastern Hampshire District court on April 11th. And in his hometown of Framingham on 
Thursday for a violation of probation hearing. 
 
News    2/26/16   11pm               1:00 
 
Life in prison with the possibility of parole in 40 years for the Eastern Massachusetts teen 
who raped and murdered his high school math teacher. Philip Chism was 14 when he raped 
and killed Danvers high school teacher 24 year old colleen Ritzer in October 2013. He is now 
17. Ritzer's family and friends, delivered victim impact statements prior to sentencing. Chism 
will be placed in a state juvenile detention facility until he is 21. He will then be sent to a state 
prison. 
 
News    2/29/16   11pm               1:00 
 
Arraignment today for a state trooper accused of threatening a Belchertown police officer. 
Trooper Sean Dennehy is charged with witness intimidation and disturbing the peace. He 
was released without bail after his arraignment in palmer district court. A criminal complaint 
alleges Dennehy stood over and cursed at Detective John Raymer and his two children at 
McCarthy's Pub in Belchertown.  Raymer has a pending case against Dennehy's wife for 
allegedly leaving the scene of a car crash last year. Dennehy is due back in court on March 
22. 
 
News    2/29/16   6am               1:00 
 
Continuing coverage on the Virginia police officer who was shot and killed this weekend. 
Hundreds of people gathered to honor a Virginia police officer who was shot and killed while 
responding to a domestic dispute Saturday night. People lit candles and held a moment of 
silence to remember Officer Ashley Guindon. She was the niece of West Springfield Police 
Detective Thomas Guindon. Officer Guindon was working her first field shift, after she was 
sworn in Friday, when she was shot and killed. Two other officers were injured. A police car 
was parked and decorated with flowers. An army staff sergeant assigned to the pentagon has 
been accused of killing two people, including Guindon. Active sergeant Ronald Hamilton 
reportedly started shooting at officers as they approached a home, responding to a domestic 
dispute call. Two other officers were injured. Hamilton is expected to appear in court Monday, 
charged with multiple counts of murder and malicious wounding. 
 
News    3/7/16    11pm               1:00 
 
A warning for all drone owners from state police Monday night. You cannot fly your drone 
near an airport! It's illegal and it's dangerous. Federal laws say if you're flying within 5 miles of 
an airport, you need to call the airport to let them know. You also need to keep your drone 



below 400 feet and away from all runways and flight paths. There have been several cases 
across the country of drones flying in restricted air space. Not only can they distract a pilot, 
the drone could actually get caught in the aircraft creating a dangerous situation. 
 
News    3/8/16    6pm               1:30 
 
An alleged drug dealer has been charged with involuntary manslaughter for a woman's heroin 
overdose death. The District attorney's office announced the man who sold the woman 
heroin, has been charged with involuntary manslaughter. 27 year-old Dyarell Wojtowicz of 
Springfield will be arraigned in Hampden Superior Court on Wednesday. He's been 
connected to the death of 33 year-old Kaitlyn Leonard. Ludlow police Sgt. Daniel Valadas told 
22News that police were called to Leonard's home on Hubbard Street, on March 20, 
2015. Police found her, and uncapped needles and heroin bags labeled "Chocolate" when 
they arrived. Leonard's boyfriend found text messages on her cellphone from a man named 
Dyarell, who was suspected to be her drug dealer. The boyfriend texted Dyarel from 
Leonard's phone, asking him to bring more drugs.  When Dyarel arrived, police found heroin 
packets, also labeled "Chocolate" inside the car.  Connections between a drug dealer and a 
victim aren't easy to come by.   
 
News    3/10/16   12pm               1:00 
 
Chicopee Police said a 16-year-old student allegedly posted a threatening message on 
Facebook that caused an increased police presence at Chicopee Comprehensive High 
School Thursday. The student is being charged with the felony, "threats causing evacuation 
or disruption of a school." Chicopee Police Officer Mike Wilk told 22News the student who 
posted the threatening message was not at school at the time, so there was no evacuation or 
lockdown.  Wilk said officers went to the suspect's house and brought the person in for 
questioning. 
 
News    3/14/16   5pm               1:30 
 
A 26-year-old man was shot and killed in the parking lot of the Open Door Cafe in Ludlow 
early Sunday morning.  Many of the residents we spoke to said they were shocked when they 
heard about the deadly shooting. There hasn't been a homicide in Ludlow since 2007. It's 
enough to make many people feel uneasy. Ludlow Police Sgt. Daniel Valadas told 22News 
he wants residents to understand this was an isolated incident that could've happened in any 
parking lot, in any suburban town. He said they don't plan on patrolling the area any more 
than usual, because the public's not in any danger. While many residents agree that things 
like this can happen anywhere, others told 22News, they won't feel completely safe until they 
know exactly what happened. The District Attorney's Office hasn't released the name of the 
victim yet.  They're still searching for the suspect, who ran down Cady Street following the 
shooting.   
 
News    3/15/16   11pm               1:00 
 



A second arrest has been made in connection with a lockdown at UMass last month.  The 
Northwestern D-A's Office told 22News 22 year-old Shawn Wyatt of Framingham was 
arraigned today in Framingham District Court on an arrest warrant. Wyatt and another 
suspect, 19 year-old William McKeown, are accused of assaulting a UMass student with a BB 
gun on February 18th. The alleged assault triggered a campus-wide lockdown. Wyatt will be 
arraigned again in Eastern Hampshire District Court in Belchertown. 
 
News    3/16/16   6pm               1:00 
 
22News is continuing to follow breaking news tonight out of Charlton where a state police 
trooper was killed during a traffic stop on the Mass Pike Wednesday afternoon. State Police 
have identified the trooper as 44 year old Thomas Clardy. He was an 11 year veteran of the 
state police. Col. Richard McKeon said Trooper Clardy was performing a traffic stop on the 
west bound side of the mass pike in Charlton around noontime. He was inside his cruiser 
when he was struck at full speed by another car. Trooper Clardy was rushed to UMass 
Medical Center in Worcester where he died. He is survived by his wife and six children. The 
driver who struck the trooper was identified as 30 year old David Njuguna of Webster. He 
was issued a criminal summons for negligent operation of a vehicle and failure to stay within 
marked lanes. State Police are also seeking an immediate suspension of his license. 
 
News    3/18/16   11pm               1:00 
 
A settlement has been reached in sexual harassment complaint in Hadley. The Former 
owners of the now-closed Route 9 Diner in Hadley have agreed to pay up to 200-thousand 
dollars to resolve sexual harassment allegations. According to the original complaint, female 
employees said they were regularly subjected to cat-calling, unwanted touching and sexual 
advances by the cooks and management at the diner. The majority of the settlement funds 
will be used to compensate those women. 22News spoke with a former employee who did 
not want to go on camera but she gave us this statement: "I guess I'm glad, but at the same 
time I'm not. One of them knew the entire time about what was going on and did nothing.  I 
was newly 16 when I started there and right away the harassment started. They never 
apologized to me." 22News will continue to follow this story. 
 
News    3/18/16   11pm               1:30 
 
A South Hadley police officer was stabbed at the Dunkin Donuts on Newton Street. The 
Dunkin Donuts is blocked off with Police Tape. 22News has new information from the North 
Western District Attorney's Office. But first, we want to show you some cell phone footage 
that was sent to our newsroom moments after everything happened. Northwestern District 
Attorney's Spokeswoman, Mary Carey told 22News that the South Hadley officer was called 
to the Dunkin Donuts for a "disturbance" at seven o'clock tonight. When he got there, he was 
confronted by an armed man. The officer fired three shots during that confrontation. The 
suspect was hit "at least" twice, according to Mary Carey. The Officer was stabbed in the 
neck. And both officer and the suspect were rushed to Baystate Medical Center in 
Springfield. State Trooper Matthew Guarino told 22News that 10 State Police Detectives 



attached to the District Attorney's office were at the Dunkin Donuts to assist tonight. This is 
an ongoing investigation. 
 
News    3/22/16   6pm               2:00 
 
The world is in shock after Tuesday's deadly terrorist attack.  ISIS has claimed responsibility 
for Tuesday's attacks. Officials are now trying to figure out whether the same terrorists that 
attacked Paris are responsible. Screams of panic in a smoky terminal in Belgium Tuesday 
morning, following one of two terrorist attacks that left at least 31 dead, and hundreds 
injured. The terrorist attacks in Belgium are just one of several we've seen over the past two 
decades. Many of the people we spoke to in western Massachusetts said although it's still 
devastating every single time they hear about things like this, it's also become a new 
norm. There have been at least three terrorist attacks in Europe over the past two years: 
Charlie Hebdo, Paris, and now Belgium. International Business Professor Gary Lefort told 
22News Tuesday's attack hit closer to home for Americans. The terminal is used by 
international carriers, including American Airlines. Professor Gary Lefort said, “Well I think it 
certainly puts the rest of the Europe, especially France, Germany, and the UK on notice that 
it could easily happen there, and it certainly puts the United States on notice that it could 
easily happen here as well.” ISIS claimed responsibility, but one question remains; why? Just 
days ago, Salah Abdeslam, was arrested in Brussels for his alleged involvement in 
November's Paris attacks that left 130 people dead. Belgian police are searching for a 
suspect. 
 
News    3/23/16   6pm               2:00 
 
Following the Brussels attacks, Massachusetts officials are reminding you to pay attention to 
your surroundings. Just one day after dozens died in the terror attacks in Brussels Belgium, 
security measures ramped up in the US. In New York City, there's been a major uptick of 
police patrols on commuter trains and subways. Shortly after three blasts hit a subway station 
and airport in Brussels, Massachusetts State Police said they increased patrols at 
transportation centers statewide. Now, they're reminding the public to report if they see 
something unusual. Dominic Rueli said, “You know you're always cautious and keep an eye 
out for anything suspicious, suspicious packages, activity, something out of the ordinary from 
your everyday life from what you're used to seeing.” Reminders if you "See Something, Say 
Something", stretched across electronic highway signs throughout Massachusetts on 
Wednesday. Laura Hansen is a Criminal Justice Professor for Western New England 
University. She told 22News campaigns like *this one* are most important immediately after a 
major event like the one in Brussels. She compared it to the incoming citizen reports which 
were critical following the Boston Marathon Bombings. She said, “You immediately has a lot 
of information that was coming in, so having that ability to get your hands on data, on 
evidence immediately assists law enforcement.” Hansen also said one challenge in 
preventing these types of terror attacks are that criminals' tactics often evolve just as fast as 
law enforcement's prevention measures. 
 
News    3/23/16   6am               1:00 
 



Two suspects in Tuesday’s terror attack have been identified in Belgium. According to a 
Belgian broadcaster two brothers have been identified as the suicide bombers believed to be 
behind the Brussels airport attack. They've identified Khalid and Ibrahim El Bakraoui as the 
believed suicide bombers, they are seen in black in this surveillance video. And massive 
manhunt was is now underway for the suspect named by police as 24-year-old Najim 
Laachraoui. All three of them are seen pushing luggage carts. Counter-terrorism officials said 
that the airport attack involved three suitcase bombs. Two of them were detonated, while a 
third did not explode and was blown up by Belgian authorities. Both brother had previously 
had been convicted of violent crimes and had links to one of the Paris attackers. Authorities 
had already been searching for Laachraoui, who they say had traveled with the Paris attacks 
plotter, Salah Abdeslam. ISIS has claimed responsibility for the trio of bombings at the airport 
and in the city's subway, which killed more at least 34 people and injured dozens more. 
 
News    3/24/16   6pm               1:30 
 
New allegations of EBT fraud as Springfield and State Police raided the Dwight Street Mini 
Mart Thursday morning. The store's owner 29 year old Samuel Diaz was arraigned in 
Hampden District court today on charges of larceny and public assistance fraud. Springfield 
Police Sgt. John Delaney told 22News the store was taking EBT cards and giving cash to 
people for them. Delaney says the store's owner, 29 year old Samuel Diaz of New Haven, 
Connecticut was arrested on larceny and public assistance fraud charges. According to Sgt. 
Delaney, there were over 200 needles and syringes for sale, as well as crack pipes. Used 
syringes were also discovered in the store's basement. One neighbor told 22News, they hope 
the store never reopens. Edwin Gonzalez told 22News, “I think that it's awful. I think they 
need to cut it. Stop selling needles. Stop selling crack pipes. Maybe it should be closed for a 
while and it should be reopened to a new owner.” This arrest comes days after 55-year-old 
Julio Rodriguez plead guilty to EBT fraud yesterday. The state attorney general charged 
Rodriguez with the same kind of EBT Fraud scheme. All computers and cell phones were 
confiscated.  From this store on Dwight Street Extension in Springfield's South End. Jim 
Leyden the Hampden District Attorney's office Public Information officer told 22News, Samuel 
Diaz was ordered a 2000 cash bail and has to report to probation once a week. 
 
News    3/25/16  5:30pm               1:30 
 
A Massachusetts man has pleaded guilty to gun charges associated with the Boston 
Marathon bombers. "Howie" Berhe of Cambridge, pleaded guilty in federal court to 
possession of a firearm with an obliterated serial number. Sentencing is scheduled for June. 
Prosecutors say Berhe gave the gun to Stephen Silva, who later gave it to convicted 
marathon bomber Dzhokhar Tsarnaev. Tsarnaev and his older brother, Tamerlan, used the 
gun several days after the April 2013 bombing to kill Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology officer Sean Collier in an attempt to steal his weapon. 
 
News    3/28/16   11pm               1:00 
 
The driver of the car that killed Trooper Thomas Clardy is out of the hospital. David Juguna of 
Webster was released from UMass Medical Center Thursday. He goes to court April 27th, 



where he'll be formally charged with negligent operation of a motor vehicle, speeding and 
failure to stay in marked lanes. Jaguna was driving the car that hit Trooper Clardy's parked 
cruiser on the Mass Pike March 16th. Clardy was 44 years old. 
 
News    3/29/16   11pm               1:00 
 
The Springfield Roman Catholic Diocese has reached a settlement after a priest was 
accused of abusing a child. Father Paul Archambault committed suicide at Our Lady of The 
Sacred Heart Church in Springfield in 2011, after being confronted with these abuse 
allegations. The Diocese said the victim had known Father Archambault for years before he 
became a priest. Father Archambault's name has been added to the list of clergy with 
credible claims of abuse. Bishop Mitchell Rozanski sent 22News a statement, which reads, in 
part, "I want to extend to all victims my sincere apology for what they had to endure. I want to 
assure them... my resolve.to address this terrible plague upon our church..." The bishop is 
urging anyone who may be a victim to report it to the police, or use the confidential hotline. 
 
News    3/30/16   11pm               1:00 
 
A western Massachusetts power plant must pay 8-and-a-half million dollars for providing 
falsified emissions reports. The Justice Department claims workers at the Berkshire Power 
Plant in Agawam tampered with the equipment, to hide the fact the plant was emitting more 
pollutants than is allowed. Federal prosecutors said they skewed the data and entered it into 
state and federal reports. Two individuals have also been criminally charged in the case. 
 
News    3/30/16   11pm               2:00 
 
A Franklin County school is being investigated for allegations of student abuse. Complaints 
have been filed. But the superintendent of schools said they're following proper procedure. 
The Disability Law Center is investigating abuse allegations at Hillcrest Elementary School in 
Turners Falls. There's a room inside Hillcrest where students have reportedly hurt 
themselves. According to the Greenfield Recorder, children who misbehave are sent to the 
'calm-down' room. It has concrete walls and no windows. One student reportedly banged his 
head on the concrete, suffering a bruise and a headache. The superintendent told 22News 
the room can be used for an "Exclusionary time-out," for unsafe or disruptive behavior. And 
the student must be continuously observed by a staff member. Chris Hughes and Jessica 
York pulled their son out of Hillcrest, when he developed depression and anger issues. In a 
news release, Gill-Montague Superintendent Michael Sullivan said, "The calm-down room 
may be used for... de-escalation. This is a safe, secure, clean and well-lit room, equipped 
with mats and bean bag pillows."  The principal must approve any Exclusionary time-out 
lasting longer than 30-minutes.   
 
News    3/30/16   6pm               1:30 
 
Another western Massachusetts school is being investigated for allegations of student abuse. 
This time in Franklin County. The Disability Law Center confirmed for 22News that there is an 
open investigation going on right now for Hillcrest Elementary School, regarding abuse 



allegations. There's allegedly a room inside this school where children are sent when they're 
misbehaving, and there are reports that some have hurt themselves in there. According to a 
lengthy report in the Greenfield Recorder, students who misbehave in class are sent to the 
'calm-down' room. It's a converted storage room with bare concrete walls and no 
windows. Chris Hughes pulled his son out of Hillcrest Elementary after learning his son was 
sent to this room several times a week.  He said, “I can only imagine. I mean, we made him 
come here every day. We told him to listen to them and they were not - they were breaking 
the law. And we were telling him to listen to them when they were breaking the law.” The 
school defended the room to the Recorder, which they say can be used as often as 3 times a 
week when a student's behavior threatens others. Gill-Montague Superintendent Michael 
Sullivan told 22News he will release a statement tomorrow.   
 
News    3/31/16   6pm               1:00 
 
A Cape Cod jury returned not guilty verdicts today in the case of a man who struck and killed 
a Westfield firefighter with his van. The jury deliberated for about 90 minutes before finding 
Paul Dennehy of South Yarmouth not guilty. He was found not guilty for charges of motor 
vehicle homicide and OUI liquor causing serious bodily injury. Firefighter Kevin Regan and 
his fiancée were struck by Dennehy's Ford van on December 27, 2014 when they were 
crossing Route 28 in West Yarmouth. Regan died from his injuries, while his fiancée was 
seriously hurt. The case against Dennehy almost didn't move forward at all, after a key piece 
of evidence disappeared. The video of Dennehy's booking at the Yarmouth police station had 
been lost or destroyed, and the defense had filed a motion to dismiss. Court documents 
stated that the video had been recorded over, and had not been backed up. The judge 
rejected the motion, however, saying that Dennehy could still receive a fair trial. Kevin Regan 
was the most senior firefighter in Westfield at the time of the death, having served on the 
department for 43 years. He was the brother of Westfield Fire Chief Mary Regan. 
 
 



The following is WWLP programming addressing Education 
during the 1st quarter of 2016.  These issues were addressed 
through our locally produced news programming. 
___________________________________________________________ 
   
News    1/01/16   5:30pm          1: 00 
 
New regulations just went into effect today, detailing how school staff here in Massachusetts 
can physically restrain students. These regulations were approved months before the 
Disability Law Center launched an investigation in to the peck school in Holyoke. Specifically, 
teachers allegedly abusing special needs students with prone restraints there. The Board of 
Elementary and Secondary Educations new regulations, among other things, limit how unruly 
children can be restrained.   
 
News    1/17/16   10pm          1: 00 
 
Three western Massachusetts school systems are receiving grant money to increase the 
quality of pre-school education. Springfield, North Adams, Pittsfield and Holyoke are among 
more than a dozen school district that will split $500,000. These federal grants will help 
communities increase access to preschool programs for children ages 3 to 5. The 
communities will assess the needs of families and children and identify available 
resources. Some people though don't believe all children would be in need of the financial 
boost. The grants target cities and towns that have multiple risk factors to children's 
educational success, including high rates of poverty and homelessness. 
 
News    1/19/16   6pm          1: 00 
 
Governor Charlie Baker joined parents from across the state in the effort to open more 
charter schools. The debate around charter schools is heating up. Massachusetts parents 
gathered at the State House Tuesday calling on state lawmakers to lift the cap on charter 
schools immediately. Republican Governor Charlie Baker is a long-time and vocal supporter. 
Forty-thousand Massachusetts students are enrolled in charter schools. Compare that to the 
37-thousand children currently waiting to enroll in a charter school. State lawmakers are 
reluctant to lift the cap. Charter schools are funded through taxpayer dollars. The state's 
Teachers Union argues that expansion would take resources from students who attend 
traditional public schools. Supporters say they're prepared to put a question on the November 
ballot to expand charter schools if state lawmakers don't take action. 
 
News    1/26/16   6pm           1: 30 
 
There's new data out showing how well teachers are performing in classrooms across 
Massachusetts. Educators in both Deerfield and Orange were evaluated on their 
performance. The Department of Elementary and Secondary Education today released its 
evaluation on the states educators for the 2014-2015 school year. They found that 86% of 
Massachusetts educators are considered proficient. They define proficient as being right on 



the "expected level of performance". The study found that about 93% of Deerfield educators 
are proficient and 88-percent of Orange educators are proficient. Now this is the third year 
they've been carrying out these evaluations. They found that 80% of teachers who were 
under performing for the 2012-2013 school year had made great improvements, 
demonstrated by these evaluations. In total, over 79,000 educators were evaluated. 
 
News    2/17/16   11pm      1:30 
 
A state report says there were "systemic failures" at a Holyoke school where special needs 
students were frequently restrained by staff. The department of education report said Peck 
School students with emotional and behavioral problems were restrained more than 200 
times last year. The report said restraint was often not justified and blamed the use of 
excessive restraint on poor training and lack of oversight. A nonprofit advocacy group alleged 
abuse against the school two months. 
 
News    2/22/16  5:30pm      1:30 
 
Westfield High School Tenth graders will be screened for drug use next month. Westfield 
Public Schools has been preparing for this screening for two years. Parents of tenth graders 
from Westfield High School and Westfield Technical Academy received letters about the 
interview based CRAFT screening taking place March 14th through the 18th. There is one 
form with six questions asking students about their use of alcohol, marijuana, and other 
drugs. Westfield Public School Superintendent Suzanne Scallion says that the community 
must make an effort to make more resources available and that’s what they are doing. 
Northampton is already using the screening. All of the districts councilors and nurses 
underwent training according to the State Department of Health plan. That training also gives 
them resources to use and refer students and families to.   
 
News    2/26/16   6pm    1:30 
 
Starting next week, students will be taking a new version of the SAT exam. Nearing the end 
of her high school career, Kartrina Wallace has started to think about what her next step will 
be. She said, “I have.  I've been kind of looking into different colleges and like what they want 
me to do and I've been seeing if some of them will take my AP credits and stuff like that.” And 
part of that college admissions process includes taking the SAT exam. But students, like 
Katrina will now be facing a new version of the exam. The new version of the exam which 
some testing professionals are calling a more text based test will be taken by students for the 
first time on March 5th.  The new exams will have changes to scoring, the essay portion is 
now optional, and calculators are not allowed for certain sections of the math exam. Also 
new, not all colleges are weighing the SAT exam as heavily in the admissions process. 
Chicopee High School's guidance counselor Jonathan Baru told 22News many universities 
are switching to only recommending the exam instead of requiring it. He said, “In general 
there's kind of a movement to not count or not require the SAT.  They'll gladly take it and I 
think some of them still consider it a very good predictor of college performance, but also 
many are recognizing that many kids don't test well in those high pressure situations.” But 
Baru's advice to students taking the SAT's new or old remains the same. He said, “Get a 



good night's sleep the night before the exam.” And don't labor over tough questions. He says 
it's better to get through the whole test and go back to the tough parts if there's extra time. 
 
News    3/1/16    5am               1:00 
 
The Eagleton School in Great Barrington has been placed on probation by the state. 
According to the Berkshire Eagle, the state Department of Early Education and Care said in a 
February 17th notice of sanctions that it had become aware of a pattern of physical and 
emotional abuse of residents by some staff at the school. The private school houses boys 
with autism and behavioral disorders.  Five staffers were recently arrested and charged in an 
investigation into the abuse of students. 
 
News    3/2/16   5:30pm               1:00 
 
Schools throughout Western Massachusetts are celebrating the stories of Dr. Seuss this 
week. Robin Delaney brings her Kindergarten class up to speed at Chicopee's Bowie 
elementary school. She had the class create the iconic "Cat in the Character" so they could 
share her passion for Dr. Seuss characters. She told 22News, “This just teaches them a love 
of reading. They love reading the rhymes and just using his imagination, always talking about 
using his imagination, being creative in the classroom.” By the time these children enter 
kindergarten many have already become familiar with the Dr. Seuss characters created by 
Springfield native Theodor Geisel. 
 
News    3/3/16    5pm               1:00 
 
Students at one Hampshire County High School signed a pledge today. During their lunch, 
students at Belchertown High School had a chance to say no, to violence against women. 
Dozens of kids signed their name to this pledge banner. By doing so, they promised not to 
commit, condone or stay silent toward acts of violence against women and girls. After signing 
the pledge, they could buy a white ribbon to physically show their support. All the money 
raised from those ribbons was donated to Safe Passage, a women's shelter in Northampton. 
S.A.D.D. Advisor Virginia Bilz said, “We are relatively lucky that on the whole, women are 
treated well in the Unites States. But there are places in the world where women are treated 
very differently. Women are treated as property. They can be beaten for doing the wrong 
thing. They can be sold into marriage.” Belchertown High School's S.A.D.D. group, or 
students against destructive decisions organized the white ribbon day. The day was started 
by a group of men after the murder of 14 women in Canada. 
 
News    3/9/16   5:30pm               1:00 
 
Some Massachusetts college students won't see their tuition increase next year. If you go to 
a state school or community college, the good news is your tuition might stay the same, but 
your fees will likely go up.  Students who attend a state university or community college in 
Massachusetts pay two fees: a state tuition fee, and a local college fee. The Massachusetts 
Board of Higher Education unanimously voted to freeze tuition for these students. Tuition 
accounts for about 90 percent of student costs. The President of Springfield Technical 



Community College told 22News unless lawmakers decide to add money to the governor's 
budget, student fees will get more expensive. According to the State Department of Higher 
Education, students at STCC are paying about $5,500 dollars in tuition and fees. To put that 
into perspective, students at 4-year state colleges pay between $8-thousand, and $11-
thousand dollars. 
 
News    3/11/16   5pm               1:30 
 
One local school is the first in the state to offer free breakfast for all students. For the past 4 
months, every students at central high school in Springfield has the option to start their day 
with a free nutritional breakfast in the classroom. This program is the first of its kind in 
Massachusetts. On Friday the USDA foods and nutrition service toured Central High school 
to see how the programing is working, in hopes that other schools will adopt similar 
programs. While some of the money to fund this program does come out of the schools 
budget, a large portion is reimbursed by the USDA. For every free breakfast they serve, the 
school gets back more than a dollar and 50 cents. Since the start of the program back in 
November, participation in the school has gone from 25 percent to 80 percent. 
 
News    3/11/16   5pm               1:30 
 
A new bill, which could become law soon, is looking to screen middle and high school 
students for signs of substance abuse. West Springfield Middle school is creating a dialogue 
for its students, to help prevent them trying drugs. As an initiative to reduce drug abuse, 
Christine Viens, The Director of Health Services for the West Springfield Public schools told 
22News, the dialogue started last fall, prior to the legislature passing an opioid bill. Viens said 
Governor Baker is requiring schools to screen students.  The screening is called S-Birt, and it 
stands for Screening Brief Invention Referral to Treatment.  She told 22News, starting in 
middle school may prevent future drug abuse. Viens said “We want to re-enforce positive 
behavior. We want to provide education for risky behavior and perhaps impact the 
students’ motivation for changing that behavior.” Viens told 22news, the screening takes 
place in the nurse’s office.  West Springfield Public schools started a dialogue last fall. She 
said the dialogue is helping to create a safe place for students. Director of Health Services for 
West Springfield's Public schools, told 22News, the district will be a part of a state wide 
training on preventative measures to keep kids from using drugs.   
 
News    3/21/16   11pm               1:30 
 
Educators made a plea for public support to overcome barriers to affordable early childhood 
education and care. Studies show early learning for infants and toddlers leads to academic 
and economic success later in life. For many parents, finding dependable care plays a 
significant role in their ability to maintain employment. Education providers told lawmakers in 
Springfield Monday night that many have left the field because they can't earn enough 
money. The "Human Service Workers & Educators Union" said more than 24,000 
Massachusetts children are on a wait list for affordable childcare. Among them: more than 
1,500 in Greater Springfield. 
 



News    3/21/16   5pm               1:30 
 
Several colleges are hand delivering acceptance letters to students' homes, adding a 
personal touch they hope their competition doesn't have. 22News went to American 
International College where they've been doing something similar for years. Dean of 
Undergraduate Admissions, Jon Scully, said they send text messages to students reminding 
them to fill out parts of their application they left blank. They send handwritten notes from 
staff to prospective students, telling them how appreciated they are. He said for the most 
part, their efforts to make a student feel special are well received. He said, "Myself and our 
associate director of financial aid went house to house in Springfield to all of our deposited 
students letting them know we're there for whatever they need. Go over their financial aid 
awards, talk about the billing process, whatever they have confusion about, we're there to 
help." Scully said the students have to be well into the application process so that they don't 
get turned off by the personal notes.   
 
News    3/24/16   5:30pm         1:30 
 
The state Senate unanimously approved a bill to make it easier for prospective students to 
enroll at a college they can afford. Paying for a college education can be both expensive and 
confusing. You have to factor in the tuition, fees, housing costs and food. Well, the state 
Senate wants to make it easier for prospective college students to know exactly how much 
they would pay before they commit to a school. The Senate passed a bill Thursday requiring   
all   Massachusetts colleges to provide accepted students with a Financial Aid Shopping 
Sheet. It would include details of the estimated cost of attending that particular college, and 
lay out all of the grant and scholarship opportunities that are available to students. State 
Senator Michael Moore told 22 News that the state is dedicating more money toward higher 
education than in years past. State Sen. Michael Moore said, "Up until about two years ago, 
we were 47th in the country for state appropriation. We're now down to like the mid-twenties, 
24th or 25th in the country, so we've come a long way." The goal is to prevent people from 
taking on unaffordable college debt. 
 
News    3/30/16   6pm               1:30 
 
Another western Massachusetts school is being investigated for allegations of student abuse. 
This time in Franklin County. The Disability Law Center confirmed for 22News that there is an 
open investigation going on right now for Hillcrest Elementary School, regarding abuse 
allegations. There's allegedly a room inside this school where children are sent when they're 
misbehaving, and there are reports that some have hurt themselves in there. According to a 
lengthy report in the Greenfield Recorder, students who misbehave in class are sent to the 
'calm-down' room. It's a converted storage room with bare concrete walls and no 
windows. Chris Hughes pulled his son out of Hillcrest Elementary after learning his son was 
sent to this room several times a week.  He said, “I can only imagine. I mean, we made him 
come here every day. We told him to listen to them and they were not - they were breaking 
the law. And we were telling him to listen to them when they were breaking the law.” The 
school defended the room to the Recorder, which they say can be used as often as 3 times a 



week when a student's behavior threatens others. Gill-Montague Superintendent Michael 
Sullivan told 22News he will release a statement tomorrow.   
 
News    3/30/16  5:30pm               1:30 
 
There is now a greater push to increase funding for technical schools at the state level. 
Drilling, sanding, and digital programing. They may look and sound like working 
professionals, but these are students at a local technical high school. One of dozens like it in 
the state. For students like Douglas Kapinos, technical school means a direct path to a 
career. Douglas Kapinos told 22News, "I don't have to spend all the money on college even 
though many students choose to go on to college I don't have to, I can just go right into the 
work force and I can continue to work right out of school.” Just this week there's been a 
greater push at the state level to increase funding specifically for vocational schools all 
across Massachusetts. Now Governor Charlie Baker's fiscal 2017 budget is showing he 
wants technical school funding to go up to nearly 5 and a half million dollars, up from the 3 
million it received in the 2016 budget Westfield Technical Academy's Principal Stefan 
Czaporowski told 22News, right now they typically need to use grant money to buy specialty 
machines and equipment like this one, which came with a whopping $36-thousand dollar 
price tag. Stefan Czaporowski, Principal of Westfield Technical Academy told 22News, “Our 
budgets typically don't have that type of money to be able to purchase that sort of 
equipment.  Our manufacturing program alone, some of the equipment there costs hundreds 
of thousands of dollars and cities just don't have the funding these days. He argued more 
funding is needed so these schools can keep equipment up to date with what's being using in 
today's workforce. 
 
 



The following is WWLP programming addressing Environment 
during the 1st quarter of 2016.  These issues were addressed 
through our locally produced news programming. 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
News    1/14/16   5:30pm           1: 30 
 
It's something we don't hear much about at all this time of year. A rare January hurricane has 
formed out in the Atlantic. The last time a hurricane formed in the Atlantic in January was 
back in 1938. Tropical Storm Alex became a hurricane this morning. Alex is only the second 
hurricane on record to form in the Atlantic during the month of January. Alex is a category 
one hurricane with winds estimated at 85 mph, this actually makes it the strongest January 
hurricane on record. In 1955 Hurricane Alice formed in late December and lasted into early 
January. Right now Alex is headed toward the Azores, a group of islands just west of 
Portugal. We don't have to worry about Alex affecting our weather here. 
 
News    1/18/16   11pm            1: 00 
 
That frigid wind chill we've been feeling isn't just affecting us here in Western Massachusetts. 
It's impacting millions of people across the country.  The National Weather Service has 
issued a wind advisory for several states here in the Northeast and out west. A wind advisory 
means you can expect 35 mph winds, with possibly stronger gusts. Along with the extreme 
cold, Winds this strong can make driving difficult, which is why some people get their errands 
done earlier. 
 
News    1/21/16  5:30pm            1: 00 
 
2015 was a warmer than average year for us here in western Massachusetts. According to 
NOAA, 2015 was the warmest year on record across the globe. It was also the warmest year 
by the widest margin. The average global temperatures over land and the oceans was 1.62 
degrees above the 20th century average. This was the highest since record keeping began in 
1880. Some people 22News talked to noticed the warmer than normal weather last year. This 
is the fourth time a global temperature record has been set this century and in 2015 there 
were 10 months that had record high temperatures. A very strong El Nino likely contributed to 
the warmer than normal temperatures last year. 
 
News    1/25/16  5:30pm            1: 00 
 
People say a full moon affects a lot of what happens here on earth. Full moons are not 
responsible for making storms stronger or more intense. But the moon's gravitational pull 
does affect ocean tides. The moon has the most impact on Earth when it is closest, and 
completely full. The moon does not directly affect weather patterns on Earth. But people 
along the coast can see how the tides change.  Especially high tides that can be significantly 
higher during a full moon. Sometimes a full moon can even the change some 
people's behavior. This past weekend the northeast coast encountered major flooding. This 



was related to the "Blizzard of 2016" but also because there was a full moon. Many factors 
affect weather patterns. 
 
News    2/10/16   6pm          1: 00 
 
If you've ever been caught in a snow squall while you’re driving then you know just how 
dangerous they can be. For the most part we've been getting mainly light to moderate snow 
over the last few days and while it does make for slippery roads a snow squall can be a lot 
worse, especially if you're driving in one. A snow squall is an intense, but usually brief period 
of moderate to heavy snow accompanied by strong gusty winds. It can result in reduced 
visibility or white-out conditions and slippery roads. If you do get caught in a snow squall, 
slow down and put on your headlights on. And don't panic and suddenly slam on your breaks 
or you could end up getting rear-ended or sliding off the road.   
 
News    2/12/16   10pm          1: 30 
 
Get ready for dangerously lows temperatures across Western Massachusetts. Below-Zero 
Wind chills are expected for the next couple of days. The Massachusetts Emergency 
Management Agency is urging you to stay inside if you can. And if you must go out, to dress 
in layers.  The combination of the wind and frigid temperatures will make it dangerously cold 
this weekend. Springfield Mayor Domenic Sarno declared a "cold weather 
emergency." Temperatures this low pose a danger to your life. Frostbite can occur within 
minutes when the wind chill drops to 15 below zero. In Hypothermia, your core body 
temperature drops dangerously low. The homeless and anyone outdoors is vulnerable. 
Springfield's Department of Health and Human Services offering these safety tips to keep 
people out of danger. Have a winter home emergency kit that includes a flashlight, batteries, 
bottled water and non-perishable food. Dress in layers and clothing that fits loosely. Also limit 
your exposure to the cold and wind. City Councilor Tim Rooke told 22News he is encouraging 
anyone without heat to go to a shelter. People using fireplaces, wood stoves and space 
heaters need to be especially careful. Always keep a fire extinguisher handy and have 
working smoke and carbon monoxide detectors. Mayor Sarno said if you have no heat in 
Springfield, you can call the police, and they will take you to some place warm. 
 
News    2/17/16  5:30pm          1: 00 
 
With temperatures in the 50's Tuesday it had some of us thinking of spring time. Mother 
Nature certainly cannot make up her mind if she wants winter or spring. It seems she gave us 
both within the last couple days. What difference in temperatures just from Monday morning 
to Tuesday afternoon. Monday morning it was 17 below and come Tuesday afternoon 
temperatures were in the mid-50s. With temperatures in the 50's it had some of us thinking of 
spring time and getting excited for it. Spring is 32 days away beginning March 20th at 12:30 
in the morning. When spring starts it’s called the vernal equinox. Right now during winter the 
sun’s rays are hitting the southern part of the hemisphere and come spring time the sun’s 
rays will be hitting directing near the equator. Days get longer with the sun rising earlier and 
the sun setting later like some of us have been noticing. Added sunlight during the day allows 
for warmer temperatures too. Flowers begin to bloom and more bugs and birds come out.   



News    3/2/16   6pm    1:30 
 
This has been an El Nino winter. And El Nino is still affecting parts of the east coast. Most of 
us have heard the term "El Nino" before which is when the waters of the Pacific Ocean 
warms up and that changes the daily weather patterns around the world. El Nino peaked 
earlier on in the winter but we are still seeing the affects from it here. Here in New England 
we are not seeing the brunt of it. El Nino is responsible for some of this mild winter and it's 
not over yet. Mike Rawlins is from the UMass Climate Systems Research Center and he told 
22News how El Nino will play a role this spring. He said, “This spring that we'll see a 
continuation of temperatures of generally projecting warmer than normal temperatures in the 
northern United States and slightly cooler in the southern United States, that’s typically a 
pattern we see during an El Nino year.” When there's a strong El Nino, it's usually followed by 
La Nina.  If that holds true, we'll see cooler temperatures next fall. Rawlins also told 22News 
that Amherst saw its second warmest winter on record. 
 
News    3/10/16   5:30pm   1:30  
 
The month of March can be an unpredictable one when it comes to the weather. Winter is 
ending and spring is beginning. It's that change of seasons that can give us weather from 
both. Wednesday's record breaking warm temperatures in the 80's are highly unusual for 
March. 22News storm team meteorologists say it has a lot to do with El Nino...or the climate 
change that brings unusually warm weather. The average high temperature for March is in 
the 40's. As for Thursday's rain, that’s more common. March is typically a rainy month, but 
March can also give us snow. 22News storm team meteorologist Jennifer Pagliei says it can 
be a hard month to forecast. Jennifer Pagliei said, “We've seen the sub-freezing 
temperatures to seeing 80-degrees just a couple of weeks later so It's still possible and as 
I've mentioned, March is just a month where we can really see anything. We get more 
consistent as we head to the middle and end of April. We will start to really feel those warm 
temperatures and they will stay as we head through summer.” The average snowfall for the 
month of March is 8 inches. Thursday's rain isn't expected to be a concern for flooding. Many 
areas are still abnormally dry. 
 
News    3/17/16   5pm    1:00 
 
We've had quite a few days with warmer than normal temperatures this winter.  NOAA 
released its spring outlook today and it's looking like more of the same. We've experienced 
some above average temperatures this past winter. On March 9th we made it all the way up 
to a record breaking 80 degrees.  Our average high temperature for this time of year should 
be in the mid-40s. And now according to NOAA, February 2016 was the warmest month on 
record. The average temperature over land and sea was 2.18 degrees above the 20th 
century average. The Climate Prediction Center also just released its spring outlook and they 
are calling for much above average temperatures for us here in New England over the next 3 
months. As far as precipitation goes we have equal chances of seeing above or below normal 
precipitation from April through June. Spring officially begins this Sunday at 12:30 a.m. 
 
News    3/18/16  5:30pm    1:00 



 
While many New England residents are enjoying the warmer winter, scientists have been 
working to find out just how warm it's been. The Earth got so hot last month that federal 
scientists described the temperatures as astronomically staggering and strange. They're 
warning the climate may have moved into a new, hotter level.  February 2016 broke old 
records dating back to 1880. The Earth averaged about 56 degrees in February.  That’s more 
than 2 degrees above average. The records were topped on the land, in the oceans, and the 
lower and middle of the atmosphere. 
 
News    3/23/16   6pm    1:30 
 
Spring came a little earlier than expected this year, which means some of us are already 
feeling those allergies. If you've been feeling a little sluggish or your mind has been cloudy 
could be allergies. The mild winter we had lead us into an early spring here in western 
Massachusetts. Because of the mild winter here in western Massachusetts were already 
beginning to see some flowers bud which is about a month earlier than expected   Usually the 
end of March, beginning of April is when flowers start coming up and then they begin to bud 
throughout the month of April. Rizzo also told 22News it’s the earliest he has ever seen 
flowers begin to bud in quite a number of years.  Sometimes with an early spring, tree pollen 
season, which is March through May, can sometimes last a little longer.  Dr. Robert 
McGovern, a Springfield allergist, told 22News right now it can be more than just tree 
pollen.  He said, “Early tree pollen coming out right now also could exposed to dust mites a 
lot of people when they do spring cleaning in the house they stir up a lot of dust mites and it 
could aggravate their allergies.” Mold can also be an issue this time of year as well.  Some 
things you can do to feel better is use your air conditioner to filter out the pollen and wash 
your clothes to get the pollen off. 
 
 



 

The following is WWLP programming addressing Government 
during the 1st quarter of 2016.  These issues were addressed 
through our locally produced news programming. 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
News    1/01/16   11pm             1: 00 
 
The start of the new year means a lot of new laws are in place.  Starting today, the minimum 
wage in Massachusetts is now $10 an hour, up from $9 last year. This is the second of three 
annual $1 dollar increases. An estimated 280-thousand workers hold minimum wage jobs in 
Massachusetts. State lawmakers made the push for higher wages, saying the cost of living is 
on the rise, and $9 just wasn't enough for people to get by. The rate for wait staff, service 
employees, and bartenders is now $3.35 an hour, up 35-cents. It applies to service workers 
who receive more than $20 dollars in tips a month.   
 
News    1/02/16   6pm             : 59 
 
You'll be paying less for income tax in 2016, but it could cost Massachusetts millions of 
dollars in revenue. The state met a series of triggers allowing the income tax to drop from 
5.15 percent to 5.1 percent on Friday. It will save the average taxpayer about thirty dollars. 
But in total, it will cost the state $152 million dollars. 22News spoke with western 
Massachusetts residents about the change.  We'll know exactly how much this tax cut will 
impact state programs when the Governor releases his budget proposal at the end of the 
month. 
 
News    1/06/16  11pm              1: 00 
 
Massachusetts lawmakers are considering a bill that would increase fines for people who 
pretend to be handicapped. In 2013, the Massachusetts Inspector general investigated the 
wrongful use of handicapped placards in Boston. After finding the problem to be widespread, 
he filed a bill which would double the fine from $500 to $1000 for a first offense. The fines 
could increase from $1000 to $2000 for a second offense. The inspector general said 
violations haven't gone down despite increased enforcement by municipal police. 
 
News    1/13/16  5:30pm             1: 30 
 
It'll likely be up to Massachusetts voters to decide whether to fully legalize marijuana in the 
state. State lawmakers are considering legislation that would legalize the recreational use of 
marijuana here in Massachusetts. Voters have already approved medical marijuana. They'll 
likely decide whether to fully legalize the drug for adults in November. Supporters are urging 
state lawmakers to take action on the issue before it's decided by the voters. The legislature's 
Judiciary Committee is considering a bill that would regulate the marijuana industry much like 
it regulates alcohol. It would legalize the use of marijuana for adults twenty-one and older. 
The proposed legislation would also set up a system to tax the growth or sale of the drug. 



That bill is likely dead on arrival. Cambridge State Representative David Rogers explains why 
he filed the bill in the first place. The next statewide election will take place on Tuesday, 
November eighth. 
 
News    1/17/16   10pm             1: 30 
 
A new bill is making its way through the Statehouse aimed at improving confidentiality for 
patients at hospitals. The bill would ensure that confidential health care information isn't 
shared with anyone other than the patient when multiple people are on the same insurance 
plan. Senator Jamie Eldridge leading the Financial Service committee overseeing the bill 
says young people who have health insurance through their parents could be impacted. One 
man told 22News he doesn't believe this bill would be beneficial between parents and their 
children. The bill would make all patients' health information remain confidential, no matter 
the age. 
 
News    1/23/16   6am          2: 30 
 
The state Senate approved a bill this week that would prohibit Massachusetts drivers from 
holding their cellphones behind the wheel. You could still use your phone while driving, you 
just wouldn't be able to hold it. More than a dozen states across the country have similar laws 
and many state lawmakers say it would be a good way to prevent distracted driving.  The 
state Senate approved the bill on Thursday. If the bill becomes law, it would be illegal for 
anyone to hold a cellphone while driving, or even to touch a phone, unless they had to push a 
single button. Exceptions would be made for certain emergency situations if the driver had 
evidence to prove they needed to make an emergency call. The penalties for violating this 
law wouldn't be cheap.  Fines would range from $100 for the first offense to $500 for the third 
offense. If the bill becomes law, Massachusetts would join 14 other states and Washington 
D.C. that already ban the use of handheld phones while driving. That includes Connecticut, 
New Hampshire, Vermont, and New York.   The House still needs vote on the bill. If it's 
approved, the measure will go to Governor Baker's desk for a final signature. The law would 
build on the state's current law, which bans cell phone use for anyone under the age of 18, 
and texting while driving. 
 
News    1/24/16   10pm           1: 00 
 
A bill up for consideration from state lawmakers would ensure both men and women earn 
equal pay. It would prohibit employers from discriminating on the basis of gender, when it 
comes to wages. It would require that men and women be paid the same rate for comparable 
work. Companies that violate the law could be fined up to $1,000, and employees who 
believe they're discriminated against could go to court to recover unpaid wages. 
 
News    1/26/16   6pm           1: 30 
 
State lawmakers are looking at ways to expand health and housing benefits for veterans. 
While the number of aging veterans in Massachusetts is expected to decline over the years, 
support services will be in high demand. Massachusetts is home to more than 400-thousand 



veterans. They have a greater risk of developing Dementia and A-L-S than the rest of the 
civilian population.   UMass Medical School's Janet Fraser Hale told state lawmakers that it is 
critical to provide better health services for veterans. She said, “There are the many horrific 
accidents and injuries. There are traumatic brain injuries and the post-traumatic stress 
disorders of the veterans." The legislature's Committee on Veterans Affairs is exploring ways 
to expand health and housing benefits for this segment of the population.  They discovered 
that many more aging veterans will turn to Soldiers' Homes for long term care. A report by U-
Mass Medical School shows that these facilities are in desperate need of renovations.  State 
Rep. John Velis, of Westfield said, "Obviously we need to get more resources for these 
veterans. There is no excuse whatsoever for having homeless veterans." The committee is 
currently in the process of gathering information as they work on a statewide action plan to 
help veterans live comfortable and healthy lives. State Sen. Michael Rush of Boston said, 
“Our hope is to have a bill moving forward for Memorial Day that begins this discussing of 
long term care and housing for our state's almost 400,000 veterans and their families."  That 
bill is expected to be released sometime in May. Massachusetts leads the nation in providing 
benefits and services for veterans and their families. 
 
News    1/27/16   11pm           1: 30 
 
State lawmakers are challenging the sky-high price of a breakthrough drug for Hepatitis C. 
Each pill costs $1,000. Attorney General Maura Healey believes the drug's makers are 
charging too much, in violation of state law. The same pill costs just $10 dollars in Egypt, and 
$4 dollars in India. Healey is urging the company to make the treatments more 
accessible. The U.S. is one of the few countries where the government does not cap out-of-
pocket costs for prescription drugs.   
 
News    1/30/16   10pm           1: 00 
 
Gov. Charlie Baker says he will not end the state's requirement for stores to pay their workers 
time and half on Sundays. The Retailers Association of Massachusetts says they are 
unhappy with the governor's decision. This comes as a new bill makes its way through the 
State House that is intended to help retailers by improving downtown shopping districts. 
 
News    2/5/16   5:30pm            1: 30 
 
Major changes are coming to the state's highest court. Supreme Court judges must retire at 
the age of seventy. That's why Justice Francis Spina plans to retire from the bench in August. 
Judge Spina's served on the Supreme Judicial Court since 1999. He announced his intent to 
retire Friday afternoon, just two days after Justice Robert Cordy announced plans to step 
down as well. This is an opportunity for Governor Charlie Baker to have an impact on the 
future of the state's highest court. He now has two vacant seats to fill. Governor Baker 
described the SJC as the last stop on all legal matters and constitutional questions in 
Massachusetts. He shared with 22News some qualities he's looking for in a Supreme Court 
judge. Governor Charlie Baker said, “We want to appoint terrific people, very strong legal 
minds, people who are incredible well respected by the legal community. Folks who have a 



track record of being able and willing to do the work."  The Governor's Council is in charge of 
reviewing the governor's nominees. 
 
News    2/9/16    5:30pm       2:00 
 
Several state lawmakers have concerns about expanding transgender rights. House Speaker 
Robert DeLeo said he's in full support of giving transgender individuals equal access to public 
places, including public locker rooms and restrooms. Deleo told 22News he wants the bill 
signed into law this year, but many state lawmakers have serious concerns, and so does the 
Governor. The bill they're working on would expand transgender rights, by allowing 
individuals to use public locker rooms and restrooms based on their gender identity. House 
lawmakers have been anxious to vote "on the record." Governor Charlie Baker told 22 News 
Tuesday that he likes the law the way it's written now, and doesn't see the need for a new 
law. Speaker  DeLeo is trying to secure a two-thirds majority in the House to override a 
possible Baker veto, but it's proving to be difficult. House Speaker Robert DeLeo said, “There 
are some members who have some real policy concerns relative to the issue, so I think it's 
incumbent upon me as the Speaker to hear from them." Conservative state lawmakers are 
worried their vote could hurt their chances at re-election in November.  
 
 
News    2/11/16  5:30pm       1:30 
 
Animal welfare activists are pushing for a new law that would give farm animals more space 
to move around. Animal lovers believe certain farm animals are living in inhumane conditions. 
The group "Citizens for Farm Animal Protection" is on track to place a question on the 
November ballot that would prevent calves used for veal, egg-laying hens and pigs from 
being confined in cages so small, that they can't turn around. They're urging state lawmakers 
to take action before voters head to the polls. The proposed legislation would require that all 
eggs sold in Massachusetts come from cage-free hens, which could drive up grocery prices. 
It's not clear exactly how much more it might cost you. Environmental Committee Chairman, 
State Representative Paul Schmid told 22News many residents are more concerned about 
how this will impact their budget, than the welfare of farm animals. He said, “I have a lot of 
constituents in Fall River and New Bedford who are really concerned about their grocery bills 
each week." The next statewide election will take place on Tuesday, November eighth. 
 
News    2/11/16  5:30pm       1:30 
 
Governor Charlie Baker filed a multi-million dollar bill to repair many of the state's roads and 
bridges. Franklin County residents welcome repairs to the county's roads and 
bridges. Governor Charlie Baker added a new bridge repair program to the state spending bill 
that was filed today. If passed, it would provide millions of dollars to repair roads and bridges. 
Robert Haveles of Palmer said, “And, you know, for smaller communities, it's really important 
because they just don't have the funds to actually improve the number of roads or even to 
keep them in good repair.” And there are several bridges in Franklin County that are in need 
of repair, like the Gill-Montague Bridge. Now residents here have grown accustomed to this 
bridge being shut down from time-to-time as crews make the necessary repairs. Every year, 



Beacon Hill approves Chapter 90 funds to pay for road repairs throughout Massachusetts. 
This year, Governor Baker is expected to allocate 200-million dollars. Greenfield Mayor 
William Martin told 22News, his town would receive 650-thousand dollars of that money. 
Mayor Martin also told 22News bridge repair funding is crucial to Greenfield. He said, “We're 
surrounded by rivers: the Connecticut River, the Green River, the Fall River and the Deerfield 
River. We have bridges over all of those rivers and they're owned by the town. So, we need, 
in our particular case, we need to maintain those access roads into Greenfield.” Mayor Martin 
is hoping to receive state funding soon to start repairs on some of the towns 125-miles of 
roads. Communities will be notified by April first on how much money to expect in Chapter 90 
road funding from the state. 
 
News    2/12/16   5:30pm     1:30 
 
The federal government is reviewing the proposal to run a new natural gas pipeline across 
northern Massachusetts, right through Berkshire and Franklin Counties. The company Kinder 
Morgan wants to bury sixty-four miles of natural gas pipeline here in Massachusetts. Kinder 
Morgan believes the project would help families save on their gas and electricity bills. Both 
Berkshire and Franklin County residents are worried that an expanded natural gas pipeline 
could hurt their home values, insurance costs and the environment. While the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission reviews Kinder Morgan's proposal several state lawmakers want to 
be involved. Andover State Senator Barbara L'Italien filed a bill that would allow city and state 
officials to monitor the air quality along the proposed pipeline path. She said, “We've seen on 
a national level what's happened with water quality in Michigan when people weren't paying 
attention to the local affects, and so I think that it's a very cautionary tale."  Senator L'Italien 
worries that her bill might be attached to a comprehensive energy bill, which could take 
longer to pass into law. 
 
News    2/16/16  5:30pm      1:30 
 
Two state lawmakers want to get rid of the five-cent deposit on beer and soda bottles and 
cans. Millbury State Senator Michael Moore has co-authored a bill that he hopes will reduce 
litter on the street by encouraging cities and towns to recycle more. Senator Moore wants to 
eliminate the five-cent deposit on recycled soda bottles and cans. The proposed legislation 
would, instead, require beverage companies to pay a one-cent fee for nearly all drink 
containers sold here in Massachusetts for a total of three years. Supporters believe the 
initiative could generate close to $135 million dollars in one-time funds that would then be 
distributed to cities and towns to pay for projects that make it easier for residents to recycle. 
State Sen. Michael Moore said, “It would go to this trust fund and then would be given out to 
the cities and towns on initiatives that they would create or bring forward in ways to increase 
recycling." Senator Moore added that the bill would create thousands of new jobs and could 
reduce litter and carbon emissions. Opponents argue that these temporary funds won't do 
much to promote recycling. 
 
News    2/18/16   6pm               1:30 
 



The Massachusetts Republican Party is calling for state Senator Brian Joyce's resignation 
after both the FBI and IRS raided his private law office in Canton Wednesday. State Senator 
Brian Joyce is under federal investigation for possible ethics violations. Some of his 
colleagues told 22News today that these events are troubling, and cannot be ignored. State 
lawmakers are speaking out after state Senator Brian Joyce became the focus of a federal 
investigation Wednesday. State Sen. Bruce Tarr said, “I do think the senator needs to think 
long and hard about whether he can continue to operate in the Senate effectively given the 
clear impact of this investigation."  The FBI and IRS spent hours at the Milton Democrat's 
private law office Wednesday collecting boxes of evidence during what they call "court-
authorized activity." Senator Joyce was criticized last year after giving forty senators 
discounted designer sunglasses. Governor Baker called for an ethics probe after learning that 
Joyce got free dry cleaning for years from a business in the senator's district. A western 
Massachusetts lawmaker told 22 News Thursday that this type of behavior makes the 
legislature look bad. State Rep. Stephen Kulik said, “It reflects badly on anyone in public 
office at any level when an elected public official is embroiled in controversy of this 
type."  The GOP State Committee is calling for Senator Brian Joyce's resignation. Senate 
President Stan Rosenberg wants to wait to take action until after the investigation. 
 
News    2/25/16   5am    1:30 
 
State Lawmakers are hoping to release a bill soon aimed at regulating ride-hailing companies 
like Uber and Lyft. Democratic House Speaker Robert DeLeo had hoped to have the bill filed 
before the end of February but said Wednesday it will take a bit longer.  DeLeo's comments 
come as Boston police began fingerprinting taxi drivers to help police conduct more thorough 
background checks. Uber has resisted calls to fingerprint its drivers, saying it conducts 
background safety checks. A bill filed by Republican Gov. Charlie Baker would require 
criminal background checks on all drivers. 
 
News    3/3/16   5:30pm               1:30  
 
It's a nationwide movement to end violence against women. Top state leaders are speaking 
out against rape, sexual assault and domestic violence against women. The annual White 
Ribbon Day event is organized by the advocacy group Jane Doe, Inc. State lawmakers and 
young men filled the largest auditorium of the State House Thursday to take a stand that, 
"From this day forward, they promise to be a part of the solution in ending violence against 
women and all gender-based violence." Governor Charlie Baker, members of his cabinet, 
district attorneys and several local police chiefs were all in attendance. Many victims of 
domestic violence and sexual assault suffer in silence. Northwestern District Attorney David 
Sullivan told 22 News that many more women are victimized in Western Massachusetts than 
you may think. David Sullivan said, "The number one number of cases we have in our office 
over 1,500 a year involve domestic violence and that doesn't include restraining orders, so 
domestic violence is still an epidemic." DA Sullivan added that he hopes the event will call 
attention to the need for more safe houses for victims. 
 
News    3/4/16    11pm               1:30 
 



The ride sharing service Uber may have to follow the same regulations as Massachusetts 
cab companies. House leaders are trying to regulate this growing industry. A new legislative 
bill would require drivers to undergo a two-step background check before they could operate 
in Massachusetts. Unlike cab drivers, ride-for-hire services like Uber and Lyft, would not have 
to submit to fingerprinting, a physical or a two year application period. Under the new bill, 
vehicles used by drivers would be require to be less than 10-years old. The vehicle would 
also have to undergo two safety inspections every year, and carry a one-million dollar 
insurance policy. 
 
News    3/8/16    5:30pm              1:30 
 
Massachusetts is a prime location to shoot feature films because of its generous tax breaks. 
Governor Charlie Baker argues that the film tax credit mostly benefits out-of-state movie 
makers, rather than local businesses. Film industry representatives filled a State House 
hearing room Tuesday to defend the tax break. They believe it diverts production companies 
to Massachusetts away from New York or Los Angeles. Film tax credit Supporters said it 
creates jobs and attracts tourists to the state. Several state lawmakers, movie producers and 
film industry workers testified against a bill filed by Governor Charlie Baker that would scale 
back the tax break. In tough financial times, the Governor wants to capture that lost revenue 
and spend it on affordable housing units for low-income workers. Sec. Jay Ash, of the Office 
of Housing and Economic Development said, “We believe that the funds currently used for 
this credit would have a greater impact in creating opportunities around affordable workplace 
housing." Supporters believe the film tax credit benefits small businesses by attracting many 
more people to local hotels and restaurants.   
 
News    3/15/16   5pm               1:30  
 
New restrictions regarding electronic cigarettes in Massachusetts go into effect Tuesday. 
Next time you go to purchase an electronic cigarette in Massachusetts, it may be tougher to 
open the package.  That's because lawmakers passed new regulations requiring child- 
resistant packaging for liquids and gels used in e-cigarettes. Those new regulations went into 
effect Tuesday but not everyone thinks they're a good idea. One person told 22news this 
could further discourage people who are trying to quit smoking. E-cigarettes are battery-
powered devices that turn nicotine-containing liquid into vapor that is inhaled. They lack the 
chemicals and tars of burning tobacco but can still be addictive. Attorney General Maura 
Healey says children can be attracted to the bright colors and child-friendly flavors of the 
liquid and gel nicotine. Regulations that went in to effect last year banned anyone under 18 
years old from buying e-cigarettes. This comes as many cities and towns across the 
commonwealth are raising the smoking age to 21. 
 
News    3/23/16   5:30pm         1:30 
 
Massachusetts is close to expanding its specialty courts statewide. The Massachusetts Trial 
Court is asking state lawmakers for close to three-million dollars in funding to ensure that 
every community has a "drug court." The state's district attorneys handle more than 300-
thousand criminal cases every year. Northwestern District Attorney David Sullivan told 22 



News that a majority of those cases involve drug offenses. DA Sullivan is a member of a 
special commission that's urging state lawmakers to expand specialty drug courts to all 
Massachusetts cities and towns. The goal is to give eligible defendants the opportunity to 
seek treatment instead of being prosecuted. Communities without a drug court don't have this 
treatment option. Supporters believe that sending a non-violent drug offender to treatment 
instead of jail would save the state a lot of money. DA David Sullivan said, "It's really putting 
treatment first, making sure that people get the services they need so we can filter them out 
of the criminal justice system and actually out of the health care system as soon as possible 
for their addiction." Springfield and Pittsfield will each have a new drug court this year. 
 
News    3/23/16   5:30pm         1:30  
 
Beacon Hill lawmakers gathered today to honor the victims of Tuesday's deadly terrorist 
attacks in Brussels. The State House ceremony featured several lawmakers, French 
dignitaries and those from Boston's French community. They wanted to send a message that 
Massachusetts leaders are standing in solidarity with the Belgian people as they mourn the 
victims of Tuesday's terror attacks. The suicide bombers carried out attacks at Belgium's 
largest airport and a metro station. The chairman of the legislature's Committee on Public 
Safety and Homeland Security, State Representative Hank Naughton told 22News that 
residents here in Massachusetts shouldn't worry. He said state officials and law enforcement 
work hand-in-hand to keep people safe. State Rep. Hank Naughton said, "Unfortunately in 
Europe, a lot of their security services don't talk to each other, especially in Belgium. They 
couldn't have picked - I hate to say it, but they couldn't have picked a better 
target."  Governor Charlie Baker tweeted out that there is no credible threat here in 
Massachusetts. 
 
News    3/25/16   11pm          1:00 
 
Daily fantasy sports sites are playing by a new set of rules here in Massachusetts. State 
Attorney General Maura Healey filed new regulations to ban people under the age of 21 from 
betting money on websites like DraftKings and Fan Duel. The sites can't base games on 
college sports, and can't advertise on college campuses. Her new regulations will also 
prohibit players from betting more than one-thousand dollars each month. Maura Healey 
said, “There is potential where people can play with ease and incur significant debt. We 
wanted to make sure that there were measures in place to reduce the likelihood that that 
happens.” Draft Kings and Fan Duel have both said they plan to fully comply with the new 
rules. 
 
News    3/25/16   11pm          1:00 
 
The Attorney General's office is reviewing a complaint relating to the search for a new East 
Longmeadow police chief. AG Spokeswoman Chloe Gotsis told 22News former select board 
chairman Paul Federici filed the complaint, alleges misconduct in the search. After this 
heated meeting last Wednesday, East Longmeadow Police Sgt. Jeffrey Dalessio was 
appointed Chief. But only after the 3 member select board voted to remove Federici as 



chairman. That was when key decisions were made. After that meeting, Kevin Manley, who's 
running for selectman, condemned the process.   
 
News    3/25/16  5:30pm               1:30 
 
Western Massachusetts welcomed More than 250 new US citizens in Ludlow Friday. 260 
newly naturalized citizens took the Oath of Allegiance at Ludlow High School. Friday's 
candidates originated from more than 60 countries. One man who emigrated from Lebanon 
told 22News he's proud to become an American citizen. Nejaime is just one of many new 
American citizens who live in the Western Massachusetts communities of Agawam, Amherst, 
Springfield, and Northampton. 
 
News    3/29/16   5pm               1:30 
 
Energy, education and drug addiction. Just some of the issues Governor Charlie Baker 
addressed Tuesday in Springfield. Outlook 2016 is one of the Springfield Regional Chamber's 
biggest events of the year. Business leaders talk to lawmakers about economic 
issues. Governor Baker delivered the keynote address this afternoon. He spoke about 
several issues, including reducing the cost of energy, lifting the cap on charter schools, and 
combating the opiate epidemic. Baker said opiate addiction continues to be a statewide 
problem, but we're making progress. He pointed out some of the laws passed this year, to 
deal with the epidemic. Congressman Richard Neal also spoke at the event. He focused on 
western Massachusetts getting the same advantages and benefits as the eastern part of the 
state. He said, "There are issues of long-standing challenges like the MBTA, and certainly 
proposals to expand on the green line, and I'm going to make the argument that the same 
considerations need to be extended here to central and western 
Massachusetts." Congressman Neal and Governor Baker also spoke about the presidential 
race. They didn't call out any specific candidate, but did say they're worried "real issues" 
aren't being addressed. 
 
News    3/30/16   6pm               1:30 
 
Governor Charlie Baker signed a law today to make it easier for most convicted drug 
offenders to re-enter society. Under a new law, Low level, non-violent drug offenders will no 
longer have their driver's licenses automatically suspended in Massachusetts. Governor 
Charlie Baker signed bipartisan legislation allowing non-violent drug offenders to keep their 
driver's licenses when they're released from jail. Governor Charlie Baker said, “One of the big 
problems we face in criminal justice is reentry. The ability for people who made a mistake, 
who paid their dues, to find their way back into productive life with purpose." Prior to 
Wednesday's bill signing, Massachusetts residents convicted of a drug crime would 
automatically have their driver's licenses suspended for up to five years. The coalition "Jobs 
Not Jails" believes that law made it difficult to find a job and seek treatment. Senate Majority 
Leader Harriette Chandler said as many as seven-thousand drivers licenses are suspended 
each year. The new law will repeal the five hundred dollar fine 500 license reinstatement fee. 
State Sen. Harriette Chandler, the Majority Leader, "They're going to be able to drive a car 
again and that's important, rather than falling back into the easy way of doing it which is to get 



into a car without a license and probably get some more fines." Traffickers of hard drugs will 
continue to have their licenses automatically suspended, but will be given the opportunity to 
request a hardship license for work when they're released from jail. Most drug offenders who 
previously had their licenses suspended will regain the ability to drive in sixty days. 
 
 



 
 

The following is WWLP programming addressing Health-
Smoking during the 1st quarter of 2016.  These issues were 
addressed through our locally produced news programming. 
 
 
News    1/01/16   5:30pm   : 30 
 
Nationally several new laws went into effect today in different states.  Hawaii just became the 
first state to raise the legal smoking age to 21 today.  The law applies to the sale and use of 
tobacco products as well as electronic cigarettes. Massachusetts state lawmakers are 
considering a similar age restriction here. Several Massachusetts cities and towns, including 
Holyoke and Greenfield, have already implemented these policies. Convenience stores and 
gas stations are against the proposal though because they could lose business. 
 
News    1/06/16   5:30pm   1: 30 
 
It's a controversial program: needle exchanges.  It provides drug users with sterile needles to 
reduce the spread of infection. But do they actually encourage drug use? Needle exchange 
programs were created to prevent the spread of HIV and AIDs, but many people worry giving 
drug users clean needles will only encourage their habit. According to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, drug users don't inject themselves more often just because 
they have access to clean needles.  But the CDC said those clean needles do help prevent 
the spread of dangerous diseases and infections. There's 185 needle exchange programs 
across the country, including two in western Massachusetts, run by Tapestry Health. 22News 
asked a Tapestry Health spokesman if the needles they give away are still considered "drug 
paraphernalia."  According to Tapestry Health, injection drug use accounts for 30 percent of 
all HIV cases in western Massachusetts. 
 
News    1/12/16   6pm    1: 30 
 
The U.S. Preventive Services Task Force has issued their new recommendations on when 
women should start getting mammograms. The task force says women should start getting 
mammograms at age 50, but - other groups disagree. We asked a local doctor how women 
should decide what's best for them. According to the U.S. Preventive Services Task Force 
it's age 50. In the panel's final recommendation on breast cancer screenings, they said 
women should get a mammogram once every two years between the ages of 50 and 
74.  Women we spoke with disagree. But the age guideline is just that; a guideline. Other 
factors come into play. Your family history could put you in a higher risk category.  Screening 
guidelines can also be based off of your genetics, for example if your mother or sister has 
breast cancer, your doctor might want you to start getting screened at age 40 instead of age 
50.  For years, the recommendation for women with or without a family history was age 40. 
Baystate's Dr. Wilson Mertens told 22News why it has changed. Breast cancer is most 
frequently diagnosed in women between the ages of 55 to 64. The task force also says more 



research needs to be done to determine whether women should continue mammograms past 
age 75. 
 
News    2/5/16    5pm    2: 00 
 
February is heart month and people across America are raising awareness for heart disease. 
Every year on February 5th men and women across America wear red to bring awareness to 
women's heart disease. The disease after all is the number one killer of women. Beverly 
Morley, who had triple bypass surgery is on the road to recovery and now she's encouraging 
other women to catch the symptoms before it's too late. She said, "My own mother has had 
two triple bypass surgeries, I never anticipated this one for myself. But it crept on me very 
fast. Women should be well aware maybe the shortness of breath that they're having, a pain 
on their left side, and a pain down their back."  Beverly checks in weekly at the cardiac gym 
at Baystate, each week her results have improved with the guidance of her doctors. Heart 
attacks have been predominantly associated with men, yet more than 200,000 women die 
from one each year. Maintaining a healthy life style that includes eating healthy and 
exercising can lower a woman's chances of heart disease. 
 
News    2/12/16   9am    2: 00 
 
The World Health Organization says possible Zika vaccines are at least 18 months away 
from large-scale trials. 15 companies have been identified as possible participants in the hunt 
for vaccines. While they're searching for a vaccine, the virus is spreading. The Centers for 
Disease Control say that Puerto Rico could be the next big place for the Zika virus. A Senate 
Subcommittee is reviewing President Obama's request for 1-point-8 billion dollars in 
emergency funding to help fight Zika. The virus has spread rapidly through mosquitos in Latin 
America. 
 
News    2/25/16   5pm    2: 00 
 
It's a growing problem for many Americans, particularly the elderly: The rising cost of 
medications.  A new AARP study looked at the prices of brand name, specialty and generic 
prescription drugs most commonly used by older adults. It found the average retail price more 
than doubled over past 10 years.  Baystate Medical Center Doctor Jim Stewart told 22News 
these price increases can have devastating effects on families. He said, “We have some of 
the highest drug prices in the world. So the same drug for example in Canada and parts of 
Europe, can be one-tenth of the price of what it is in the United States.” The price hikes hurt 
seniors in particular because Medicare plans generally require patients to pay co-insurance - 
sometimes up to 50 percent. 
 
News    3/2/16   5:30pm    1:00 
 
Cancer experts say they know far too little about ovarian cancer. The National Academies of 
Sciences, Engineering and Medicine writes that there are surprising gaps in scientific 
knowledge of the disease that kills more than 14-thousand women in the U.S. each year. The 
report shows many ovarian cancers do not start in the ovaries themselves but possibly the 



fallopian tubes and other areas. They also acknowledge they need a better understanding of 
each subtype of the disease.   
 
News    3/3/16    5pm               1:30 
 
With the reports that heartburn medications are tied to an increase in dementia, is there a 
natural alternative to relieve heartburn?  Sixty percent of the adult population report having 
heartburn or GERD.  While studies are mixed, you could try peppermint, chamomile or an 
extract from licorice called DGL to relieve symptoms.  The peppermint and chamomile can be 
a tea.  The DGL is usually in a chewable tablet taken before meals and at bedtime. Discuss 
these with your doctor.  Many lifestyle changes can help.  Number one is to stop eating at the 
first sign you are no longer hungry.  Overfilling causes heartburn.  Avoid alcohol, all coffee - 
regular and decaf, and real tea.  Herbal teas are fine.  Limit fatty and spicy foods as well.  If 
you make these lifestyle changes and your heartburn is gone, add back in small amount of 
the foods you eliminated to find your tolerance level.  Often you can tolerate small amounts 
without getting heartburn. Do the latest studies show acrylamide in food linked to 
cancer?  Acrylaminde is a chemical that forms when foods - mainly grains and starchy 
vegetables - are cooked at high heat.  The high heat makes foods turn brown and crispy like 
the crust of bread, the crunch of a potato chip, french fry or cracker. In 2014, 6 of 26 studies 
showed an increase in cancer risk with high consumption of acrylamide. The other 20 studies 
showed no increased risk.  So the jury is still out.  In the meantime, know that acrylamide 
does not form in milk, meat, fruits and non-starchy vegetables - most of our healthiest 
foods.  If you eat these and avoid fried and processed foods, you will naturally avoid 
acrylamide.  
 
News    3/15/16   5pm               1:30  
 
New restrictions regarding electronic cigarettes in Massachusetts go into effect Tuesday. 
Next time you go to purchase an electronic cigarette in Massachusetts, it may be tougher to 
open the package.  That's because lawmakers passed new regulations requiring child- 
resistant packaging for liquids and gels used in e-cigarettes. Those new regulations went into 
effect Tuesday but not everyone thinks they're a good idea. One person told 22news this 
could further discourage people who are trying to quit smoking. E-cigarettes are battery-
powered devices that turn nicotine-containing liquid into vapor that is inhaled. They lack the 
chemicals and tars of burning tobacco but can still be addictive. Attorney General Maura 
Healey says children can be attracted to the bright colors and child-friendly flavors of the 
liquid and gel nicotine. Regulations that went in to effect last year banned anyone under 18 
years old from buying e-cigarettes. This comes as many cities and towns across the 
commonwealth are raising the smoking age to 21. 
 
News    3/30/16   6pm    1:00 
 
The Springfield City Council wants to warn residents about eating freshwater fish from 
Springfield ponds and lakes. The city council proposed an ordinance that would require signs 
to be posted, advising people not to eat the fish. Members of the City Council's Health and 
Human Services Committee met with the Parks and Rec Department this afternoon to outline 



their concerns. Parks and Rec Executive Director Pat Sullivan said no testing has been done 
to confirm or disprove the concern. He said the department will request testing of fish tissue 
before the ordinance is re-addressed. 
 
News    3/30/16  5:30pm    1:00 
 
Longer-term antibiotics do not appear to ease persistent symptoms in patients with chronic 
Lyme disease. About 10 to 20 percent of people with Lyme disease experience fatigue, 
muscle aches and sleep problems.  So researchers wanted to see if a longer 12-week course 
of antibiotics would be more effective than a two-week treatment. They found no difference 
between the groups and all patients' quality of life was lower than the general population. 
 
 



The following is WWLP programming addressing Jobs during 
the 1st quarter of 2016.  These issues were addressed through 
our locally produced news programming. 
 
News    1/26/16   5:30pm             2:00 
 
Job training can help both the long term unemployed and those currently working low wage 
jobs. A new report by the Boston-based "Job Training Alliance" found that job training has 
helped many people land higher paying jobs, so they no longer have to rely on public 
assistance. The Job Training Alliance found that, on average, people who completed their 
program were hired for jobs that pay close to $14 dollars per hour. As a result, these workers 
help the economy by spending more, paying more in taxes and no longer having to rely on 
public benefits to get by. These job training programs help the unemployed strengthen their 
customer service skills as well as computer and technical skills that are needed for jobs 
today. State Rep. Aaron Vega said, “Even the companies in Holyoke right now - three or four 
of them that are looking to expand have bigger facilities right in Holyoke. They need to make 
sure they can hire the people they need to fill their jobs. So if we don't have trained people, 
we're not going to be able to one, grow our businesses or expand our businesses."   
  
News    2/18/16   5:30pm             1: 30 
 
Massachusetts teens took advantage of this week off from school to demand more job 
opportunities. These teenagers believe the money will create more than five-thousand jobs 
for young people across the state. Hundreds of Massachusetts teens marched from 
downtown Boston to the State House Thursday to fight for more youth jobs. The "Youth Jobs 
Coalition" argues that the state doesn't provide enough resources for young people to get a 
good education or find a job. Governor Charlie Baker slashed nine-and-a-half million dollars 
in funding for a summer jobs program targeting at-risk youth. The coalition is turning to state 
lawmakers for $13 million dollars in funding to create more job opportunities for young 
people, which they believe will prevent teens from ending up in jail. One Worcester resident 
explains why it's much harder for teens to find a job. William Pickens said, "With the increase 
in minimum wage, the younger teens take a big hit from that because the older crowd is 
looking for more money. Employers are pinching their pockets to pay out that." House 
lawmakers are expected to release their budget proposal in the spring. 
 
News    2/23/16   6am      2:00 
 
Cuts to staffing are being made at one of the largest employers in our western 
Massachusetts region.22 News confirmed on Monday that those layoffs are taking place at 
both at MassMutual's Enfield office and at the Springfield headquarters.  
22News spoke some people driving away from the Springfield offices Monday. One 
MassMutual employee said the cuts were somewhat expected because there had been talks 
about system upgrades and changes to businesses. In a statement sent to 22News, 
MassMutual spokesperson Jim Lacey said in part, “The Company routinely examines all of its 
operations… At times, this means making decisions that impact our staffing levels...." 



Roughly 72-hundrend people are employed by MassMutual locally. The company's 
spokesperson would not say how many total layoffs will take place.  
 
News    2/26/16   5pm      1:00 
 
The Coaster Capital of New England is looking to hire 3,000 seasonal workers. The region’s 
largest theme park is looking to fill thousands of positions, for all skill sets, so everyone's 
encouraged to apply. The Six Flags annual job fair is back. Some of the more specialized 
positions include, EMTs, loss prevention, and lifeguards. The park is also looking for talent, to 
fill positions as actors, dancers, and characters, as well as behind-the-scenes support for 
their shows. One applicant told 22News she wants to save lives. Sarah Tessicini told 22News 
she wants, “To be a lifeguard for Six Flags New England. Helping save people’s lives, in case 
anything happens.” Candidates must be at least 16-years old and be prepared for an on-the-
spot interview.  
 
News    3/2/16   5:30pm               1:00 
 
A lot of teenagers will be working their first jobs this summer. Massachusetts Attorney 
General Maura Healy sent some of her top people to Springfield Central High School to 
advise udents planning to work this summer just what their rights are and how not be 
exploited. The Attorney general told the kids what their rights are and how to avoid retaliation 
for standing up for those rights.  Attorney general Healy's representatives said that some 
employers don't know the law, such as how late at night younger teens are allowed to work. 
The lessons to make teenagers summer job savvy wasn't just for Central high school 
students.  The Attorney general streamed the information to schools everywhere over the 
internet.  Her goal is to help teen-age students seeking summer jobs to have a positive 
employment experience. 
 
News    3/8/16   5:30pm               2:00 
 
College graduation is just a couple months away and seniors are anxious to find jobs. 
College seniors will graduate with more job opportunities this year than in recent years. But 
those jobs might not be in the field they spent four years and thousands of dollars studying. 
Kristen Dansereau told 22News, "A lot of them end up working retail or something just so 
they have something until they can find an actual option."  Many new graduates don't know 
how to market themselves to employers. 22News is working for you with ways to get that 
dream job. First, look at what unique skills you may have. Leadership skills or work ethic may 
set you apart from other applicants with your degree. Second, make a list of why those skills 
were important in previous experiences. Third, certainly use social media to network, but 
don't rely too heavily on technology. Some students told 22News they're focusing so much on 
applying for jobs online that they're forgetting how to hone their skills for that important face-
to-face interview. You can sign up for informational interviews to practice those skills. Fourth: 
Network. Fifth, keep your options open. Don't just focus on the job title. 
 
News    3/9/16    6pm               1:30 
 



More Americans are getting back to work. Since September the labor force participation rate-
which is the measure to how many people are working or looking for work-has 
increased.  Yet September was also the lowest point it had been in 40 years. Some people 
who gave up looking for jobs are restarting their searches. And there is reason for job 
seekers to be more optimistic.   The unemployment rate is down to 4.9% and the U.S. added 
2.6 million jobs last year. But we are still recovering from all the jobs lost in the recession, and 
a higher cost of living.  Participation has been dropping since the start of the millennium, with 
Baby Boomers retiring and younger people dropping out of the job market. There are still 2.2 
million people that have reported being unemployed for six months or longer. 
 
News    3/18/16   5:30pm              1:30 
 
There are more manufacturing jobs available, but fewer people being hired. It might sound 
odd, but it makes perfect sense to Career point in Holyoke. They said people just aren't 
trained for today's complex factory jobs. To help reduce the skills gap, Career Point trains job 
seekers with the knowledge to qualify for the work. Renee Sheftall said the skills are helpful, 
both in action and on her resume. She told 22News, “I need to make myself look very good 
on paper. Which means I need the education and just the background for the field that I'm in.” 
Careerpoint said its goal it’s to help job seekers better understand the hiring process, and get 
the training they need to benefit them, and employers. 
 
News    3/25/16   11pm               1:30 
 
The State's unemployment rate continues to fall, but that's not the case here in Western 
Massachusetts. Unemployment state-wide dropped to 4.5 percent in February. The state 
website tells a different story for cities here in the Pioneer Valley. Chicopee's jobless rate is 
more than six-percent, while Springfield is at nine percent. One man told 22News we need 
better job training. Both Springfield and Chicopee's unemployment rates are above the 
national average of four point nine percent. 
 
News    3/31/16   5pm               1:00 
 
If you're on the lookout for a job Springfield Technical Community College was the place to 
be Thursday. The Springfield campus held its Spring Job Fair Thursday afternoon. It was 
open to students and alumni from all the colleges in Springfield. 22News spoke with a few 
people who said that job fairs are a good way to get experience in an interview setting. 
Pamela J. White, a Career Fair Coordinator told 22News, “It’s a good opportunity first and 
foremost for people to get used to communicating with employers.” More than 90 employers 
including 22News were on-hand to answer questions and search for potential employees.   

 


