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ABC-13 – LOCAL PROGRAMS 

3rd Quarter 2010 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY CLOSE UP PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMS 

 

ABC-13 broadcasts four locally-produced public affairs programs listed below under its ABC-13 

Community Close Up banner. The half-hour magazine format programs address a wide range of subjects 

of interest to the community, from hard issues and social service topics to human interest stories and 

culture and entertainment.  The programs are broadcasted on an alternating schedule on ABC-13’s 

Channel 13.1 on Sunday mornings at 11:00 and 11:30 a.m. 

 

City View   Issues and topics concerning the community at-large.   

                   Regular air date - first Sunday of the month, 11:00am. 

 

Crossroads    Issues and topics concerning the African American community. 

   Regular air date - second, third and fourth Sunday of the month, 11:00am. 

 

Visions             Issues and topics concerning the Asian/Pacific American community. 

                         Regular air date - first Sunday of the month, 11:30am. 

 

Viva Houston    Issues and topics concerning the Latino community. 

   Regular air date - second, third and fourth Sunday of the month, 11:30am. 

 

 

 

13 EYEWITNESS NEWS PROGRAMS 

 

The following Eyewitness News programs aired live on Channel 13.1 in the second quarter. Selected 

news programs aired live simultaneously or were re-broadcasted on Channel 13.2. 

 

Eyewitness News at 4:30 AM (Weekdays 4:30 – 5:00am) 

Eyewitness News at 5:00 AM (Weekdays 5:00 – 5:30am) 

Eyewitness News at 5:30 AM (Weekdays 5:30 – 6:00am) 

Eyewitness News at 6:00 AM (Weekdays 6:00 – 7:00am) 

Tom Koch, Sharron Melton, Don Nelson and meteorologist Casey Curry anchored these two half-hour 

and one-hour morning newscasts.  The program covers the latest overnight news, weather, sports and 

traffic reports. 

 

Eyewitness News at 11:00 AM (Weekdays 11:00 Am -12:00pm) 

Art Rascon, Sharron Melton and meteorologist Travis Herzog anchored this midday newscast. The 

program covers the latest news and weather as well as entertainment news by Don Nelson.  
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Eyewitness News at 4:00 PM (Weekdays 4:00  – 5:00pm) 

Eric Barajas, Ilona Carson and meteorologist Travis Herzog anchored this one-hour newscast.  The 

program includes the latest news and weather, consumer reports by Jeff Ehling and health reports by 

Christi Myers.  

 

Eyewitness News Live at Five (Weekdays 5:00 - 5:30pm) 

Art Rascon, Melanie Lawson and chief meteorologist Tim Heller anchored this half-hour evening 

newscast covering the latest news, weather and sports.   

 

Eyewitness News at 6 PM  (Weekdays 6:00-7:00pm) 

Gina Gaston, Dave Ward, chief meteorologist Tim Heller and sports director Bob Allen anchored this 

one-hour newscast covering the latest news and weather. 

 

Eyewitness News at 10 PM (Weekdays 10:00 - 10:30pm) 

Dave Ward, Gina Gaston, chief meteorologist Tim Heller and sports director Bob Allen anchored this 

late evening half-hour newscast, covering the latest news, weather and sports.   

 

Eyewitness News at 5:30 AM (Saturdays 5:30 – 6:00am) 

Eyewitness News at 6:00 AM (Saturdays 6:00 – 7:00am)  

Elissa Rivas, Katie McCall and meteorologist David Tillman anchored these newscasts reporting the 

latest news, weather and sports. 
 

Eyewitness News at 6:00 PM (Saturdays 6:00 – 6:30pm) 

Eyewitness News at 10 PM (Saturdays 10:00 – 10:30pm) 

Tom Abrahams, Adela Uchida, meteorologist David Tillman and sportscaster Tim Melton anchored 

these news programs covering the latest news, weather and sports. 

 

Eyewitness News at 6 AM (Sundays 6:00 – 7:00am) 

Eyewitness News at 8 AM (Sundays 8:00 – 10:00am) 

Elissa Rivas, Katie McCall and meteorologist David Tillman anchored these Saturday morning 

newscasts reporting the latest news, weather and sports.    

 

Eyewitness News at 5:30 PM (Sundays 5:30 – 6:00pm) 

Eyewitness News at 10 PM (Sundays 10:00 – 10:30pm) 

Tom Abrahams, Adela Uchida, meteorologist David Tillman and sportscaster Tim Melton anchored 

these Sunday evening news programs covering the latest news, weather and sports. 

 

 

WEATHER SPECIALS 

 

Tapping the expertise of the 13 Eyewitness News weather anchor team, weather specials addressing 

hurricane preparedness and tropical storm projections customarily air at the start of the hurricane season.    

The programs air on both Channels 13.1 and 13.2. 

 

 

SPORTS PROGRAMS 

 

The 13 Eyewitness News sports anchor team presents several programs throughout the year highlighting 

the latest sports news.  Other sports programs spotlight the Houston Texans, including pre-season 
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football specials.  ABC-13 also presents live broadcasts of selected area high school football games on 

Channel 13.1. 

 

 

 

ABC-13 PRESENTS 

 

ABC-13 Presents programs cover a full range of subjects, from medical topics, the environment, 

consumer concerns, health and beauty to sports, the arts and events that impact Houstonians.  The 

programs air on Channels 13.1.  Selected programs also air on Channel 13.2. 
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ABC TELEVISION PROGRAMS 

3rd Quarter 2010 

 

 

 

ABC TELEVISION NETWORK NEWS 

 

ABC-13 broadcasts all ABC Television Network news programs and special reports as well as other 

primetime programming.  The network’s report entitled, ―ABC-TV Network Third Quarter 2010 

Program Information,‖ is filed separately.  A copy of the report is filed in ABC-13’s Public Inspection 

File. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 6 

 

FCC ISSUES REPORT – 3rd Quarter 2010 

July - September  

KTRK-TV  

 

 

ABC-13 - CORE ISSUES 

3rd Quarter 2010 

 

 

 

CORE ISSUES 

 

ABC-13 gave significant coverage to the following local community issues arising in the second quarter 

of 2010: 

 

1. Arizona Immigration Law 

2. BP Oil Spill 

3. Governor’s Race 

4. Heights Walmart Protests 

5. HPD Teen Beating Case 

 

 

The station’s coverage of these issues on news and public affairs programs is detailed in the next section 

of this report.   
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FCC ISSUES REPORT – 3rd Quarter 2010 

July - September   

KTRK TV 

 

  

ABC-13  CORE ISSUES COVERAGE 

3rd Quarter 2010 

 

 

 

 

NEWS PROGRAMS  - Issues Coverage 

Coverage of core issues on 13 Eyewitness News programs was broadcasted per the following schedule:  

Weekdays - 4:30 to 5:00  a.m., 5:00 to 5:30 a.m., 5:30 to 6:00 a.m., 6:00 to 7:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m. to 12 

p.m., 4:00 to 5:00 p.m., 5:00 to 5:30 p.m., 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. & 10:00 to 10:30 p.m.; Saturdays – 5:30 to 

6:00 a.m., 6:00 to 7:00 a.m., 6:00 to 6:30 p.m. & 10:00 to 10:30 p.m.; Sundays – 6:00 to 7:00 a.m., 8:00 

to 10:00 a.m., 5:30 to 6:00 p.m. & 10:00 to 10:30 p.m.   

 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMS - Issues Coverage 

Coverage of core issues on ABC-13’s Community Close Up public affairs programs aired on Sundays, 

11:00 to 11:30 a.m. and 11:30 p.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

 

 

ARIZONA IMMIGRATION LAW 

 

13 Eyewitness News.   Air Dates:   Jul. 1, 2, 4, 6, 7, 11, 12-17, 19, 20-31.  Aug. 1-5, 8-19, 22, 24-28, 

31.  Sept. 1-3, 5-8, 10, 15, 16, 19-22, 24-27, 29, 30.  Total Coverage:  3 Hours 19 Minutes 

 

At the end of the second quarter, protests for and against Arizona’s controversial SB 1070 immigration 

law continued nationwide, with the law expected to take effect July 29.  Opponents call Arizona’s law a 

violation of human rights, while supporters of the law believe that illegal workers and their children are 

stretching this country’s educational and health resources to a breaking point. President Barak Obama 

says that the only real solution is immigration reform.  In early July, the state of Arizona started training 

officers on how to enforce the new law, including how to avoid racial profiling.  At least a dozen cities 

protested Arizona’s law.   

 

On July 6, the federal government filed a lawsuit to block the law.  The lawsuit claims that the federal 

government has sole jurisdiction over immigration and that Arizona’s law violates the U.S 

Constitution’s Supremacy Clause.  Arizona Governor Jan Brewers and supporters say the federal 

government is not doing enough to protect the border.  Sources estimated that there are more than half a 

million illegal immigrants in the state.    

 

On July 28, a federal judge blocked parts of the law dealing with immigration checks. On July 29, the 

law went into effect without these tough provisions.  The ruling did not stop Maricopa County Sheriff 

Joe Arpaio from dispatching deputies to immigrant neighborhoods to conduct traffic stops to check 

immigration status of residents.  Meantime, in Texas, State Representative Debbie Riddle said she will 

re-introduce a bill in January that requires Texas police officers to ask suspects of crime for their 

immigration status. 
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On August 13, the U.S. Senate passed a $600 million bill for immigration enforcement.  ICE conducted 

immigration sweeps and arrested 63 convicted criminals and fugitives.  Tea Party groups held a rally at 

the U.S.-Mexico border, in a show of support for Arizona’s law.  They called on President Barak Obama 

to strengthen border security and toughen immigration laws.   

 

On August 26, Governor Brewer filed an appeal of the federal ruling on SB 1070 that blocks 

enforcement of immigration status checks.  Nine states, including Texas, are appealing the federal 

preliminary injunction.  On September 2, the U.S. Justice Department sued Sheriff Arpaio for failing to 

hand over records in a civil rights investigation.  The sheriff, who is known for putting up tent cities to 

hold suspected illegal immigrants, claims the lawsuit is a ruse. 

 

Viva Houston.  Air Date:  July 25, 11:30 a.m.  Total Coverage:  9:52 

The program featured a talk on immigration reform and constitutional issues surrounding Arizona’s 

controversial SB 1070 immigration law.  Talk guest were Jared Woodfill, Harris County Republican 

Party chair, Magali Suarez Candler, immigration attorney with Foster Quan, Larry Korkmas, spokesman 

for Texans for Immigration Reform and Sandra Puente, Harris County Tejano Democrats chair. 

 

 

 

BP OIL SPILL 

 

13 Eyewitness News.   Air Dates:   Jul. 1-31.  Aug. 1-6, 9, 10, 12, 13, 17, 18, 20, 22, 23, 24, 27, 28, 30.  

Sept. 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10, 13, 15, 17-22, 26-31.  Total Coverage:  3 Hours 25 Minutes   

 

Three months after the April 20 BP Deepwater Horizon oil rig explosion in the Gulf, 50,000 barrels of 

oil a day continues to spill from the blown out well, making it the worst  and costliest oil spill in U.S. 

history.  Finding a way of capping the well is an urgent national priority.  BP announced that it hopes to 

cap the well to contain the oil by July 27.   

 

The White House issued a new moratorium that stresses new safety concerns and no longer bans 

operators by depth of water.  The government expects that this new ban will pass through the courts 

after the initial moratorium was rejected.  BP said that the moratorium hurts small businesses that play a 

major role in the leasing and drilling of wells.  BP reported that is has paid $201 million so far to 

individuals and business for economic losses due to the oil spill.  More than 114,000 claims have been 

filed, with more than half of the claims pending processing.   

 

On July 20, a tighter fitting cap was placed on the blown out well, but the Coast Guard reports that small 

amounts of oil and gas are leaking.  As a tropical depression formed in the Gulf, the government and BP 

prepared for the storm by evacuating workers from the rigs.  BP reported that the well cap is to remain 

in place during the storm, keeping the oil underground.  The spill cleanup and containment was put on 

hold as Hurricane Bonnie moved through of the Gulf.   

 

On July 26, there is news that Tony Hayward will step down as BP CEO.  Hayward was replaced by 

Robert Dudley.   The new CEO said that his priority is to kill the damaged well.  Officials said that most 

of the 180 million barrels of oil that have spewed from the well has sunk beneath the surface of the 

water.  On July 31, Dudley announced that BP will begin to pull back on certain aspects of the recovery 

and cleanup effort.  Many people impacted by the spill are disappointed and concerned.  Parish leaders 

in Louisiana pointed to marshes that are still covered in oil, and they accused the government and BP of 

ignoring problems closer to home. 
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In late August, several days of public hearings addressing the Deepwater Horizon explosion and its 

impact took place in Houston.  Government and BP officials, key contractors, experts and people 

impacted by the disaster testified.  Federal investigators looked into whether the explosion that caused 

the oil spill was the result of a criminal act.  On August 30, Bloomberg News reported that PB’s internal 

investigation partially blamed engineers for the explosion.  The report indicates that BP made mistakes, 

including misreading pressure gauges that warned of an imminent explosion.  The report also placed 

some of the blame on Houston-based Transocean, which owned the Deepwater Horizon rig.  On 

September 8, BP released a report prepared by the company. The report indicated that multiple 

companies, including Transocean and Halliburton, mechanical failures and human judgment contributed 

to the accident, which killed eleven workers.  BP announced that it has paid more than $1.6 billion 

dollars in claims and government payments.   

 

On September 20, there is word that the damaged well is finally dead, but the economic and 

environmental nightmare continues for the people who live and work along hundreds of miles of the 

Gulf shoreline.  President Obama pledged to work closely with Gulf Coast communities to address 

cleanup and recovery efforts.  At the close of the quarter, BP joined the Marine Well Containment 

System program, created by some of the largest oil companies to find more effective ways to respond to 

and prevent spills. 

 

 

GOVERNOR’S RACE 

 

13 Eyewitness News.  Air Dates:  Jul. 1, 2, 5, 6, 15, 16, 18-20, 27, 28.  Aug. 5, 7-12, 21, 24, 27, 29, 31.  

Sept. 2, 3, 6-9, 13, 15, 16, 20, 21, 23, 26, 27, 29, 30.   Total Coverage:  1 Hour 17 Minutes 

 

The highest profile race of the election season is the race for Texas governor, played out by Republican 

incumbent Rick Perry and Democratic contender Bill White, Houston’s former mayor.  While the 

candidates keep pressing each to debate, neither will budge to each other’s demands. Political experts 

observe that if this showdown of wills persists, this will be the first campaign for governor without a 

debate in 20 years.  In a talk before the Texas Association of Broadcasters, White asked Perry to debate.  

Perry stuck to his demand that White must first release more tax returns from the years during which he 

served as Deputy Energy Secretary in the 1990s.  In July, Governor Perry was a no-show at the Kerrville 

Voters Forum.  He refused to debate White.  White attacked Perry’s ―revolving door‖ for lobbyists.   

 

Sources indicate that White has at least one advantage against his opponent—more campaign funds.  

However, Perry leads in the voter polls, 50 to 41 percent.  Perry claims that White has been dishonest 

about his business dealings.  He attacked White for telling the Dallas Morning News in June that he had 

not profited much from his investment in Frontera Resources, an oil exploration company that White 

founded.  But White’s tax returns show that he made $3 million from the investment.  In turn, White 

said Perry should come clean about his financial interests in MKS Natural Gas, a company with high 

stakes in one of the nation’s biggest natural gas fields. 

 

In July, with President Barak Obama’s scheduled visit to Houston, there is word that the former Houston 

mayor would not be on hand to greet him due to a conflict of schedule.  White said that he will be 

campaigning in Dallas on the date of the president’s visit.  Political observers note that White is trying to 

distance himself from Obama, whose popularity has dipped in the polls.  Perry criticized Obama for 

―trying to shut Texas down with cap and trade and EPA regulations.‖ The Governor said an aide with 

his office would greet the President when he arrives in Austin.  However, Perry briefly greeted President 

Obama on the tarmac, handing him a letter asking him to beef up border security.   
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In late August, White said Texas needs reduce term limits for the office of governor.  Perry holds the 

record for the longest time as governor in the state’s history.  He is seeking his third four-year term.  

White is advocating for a voter referendum to limit the governor’s term to two four-year terms to avoid 

the use of power by special interest groups.  White accused Perry of hiding from an unexpected $18 

billion state budget deficit.  Perry’s campaign office responded that the governor is addressing the 

budget by working with the legislature and that White swept his financial dealings under the rug as 

mayor of Houston.  

 

On the issue of immigration reform, Bill White outlined a six-point plan, which includes 1,250 more law 

enforcement positions on the border, more federal funds for border security and wider the adoption of 

the Secure Communities Program by law enforcement. Perry responded that he doesn’t see anything 

new in White’s plan.  Perry said he will not debate White unless he releases all of his tax returns.  The 

latest charge by Perry is that White did not pay any taxes in 1995.  White said he did not because he had 

big losses from starting an energy company.  White says he has released hundreds of pages of records on 

his website and that Perry’s refusal to debate is just a political stunt.  At the close of the quarter, most 

polls show Perry ahead of White. 

 

Crossroads.  Air Date:  September 26, 11:00 a.m.  Total Coverage:  6:23. 

The program featured a news story by Ted Oberg, a ―truth test‖ assessing campaign messages by the two 

major gubernatorial candidates, Republican incumbent Rick Perry and Democratic opponent Bill White.    

  

 

HEIGHTS WALMART PROTESTS 

 

13 Eyewitness News.   Air Dates:  Jul. 15, 16, 21, 26, 27.  Aug.  3, 4, 10-12, 14, 16-18, 20, 23-28, 31.  

Sept. 1, 2, 9-16, 21-24, 27, 29.  Total Coverage:  2 Hours 2 Minutes  

 

On July 2, there is news that a proposed Walmart near the Heights neighborhood could give people 

inside the loop a new place to shop, but many residents are not happy about it.  Residents are concerned 

about what the new store and construction will mean for their neighborhood.  They say that that area 

cannot handle the extra traffic that a super center such as Walmart will bring.  Mayor Annise Parker said 

that the City cannot restrict what a private developer puts on its own land.  Anti-Walmart signs were 

erected in the neighborhood.  Heights residents opposed to the proposed Walmart launched an Internet 

campaign calling attention to crime concerns that could arise.  Walmart said that the safety and security 

of its customers is a priority.  Walmart started its on Internet campaign to encourage residents to support 

the project.   

 

Heights residents met at the George R. Brown Convention Center on August 26 to protest the planned 

Walmart.  Residents said they are worried about increased traffic and crime as well as quality of life 

issues and the fact that the store will be a potential eyesore.  The local developer for the site said their 

plans are an improvement over the current conditions on the site.  They said Walmart will bring jobs and 

lower prices for the area.  Mayor Parker said that the City can have some input if they enter into a 380 

Agreement, by which the City offers tax incentives if the developers agree to make improvements to the 

site.  The developer plans to move forward with or without tax incentives, with construction scheduled 

to begin by the end of the year.   Mayor Parker held another meeting on September 1 at the High School 

for Law Enforcement to talk about the controversial plan. Residents had a chance to ask questions about 

crime, drainage and noise.   

 

A thirteen-page agreement is on the table between the City of Houston and the developers, announced 

September 12.  The agreement calls for more than $5 million dollars in economic development funds to 
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reimburse developer Ainbinder Heights for infrastructure improvements around the proposed 

Walmart site at Yale and Koehler Streets.  The agreement details the construction of water, sewer, 

drainage and road improvements that will ―bring additional sales tax and ad valorem tax revenues to the 

city…‖  Members of Responsible Urban Development said they are opposed to giving taxpayer money 

to developers and they will continue the fight to stop Walmart from moving into the Heights 

neighborhood.   

 

HPD TEEN BEATING CASE 

 

13 Eyewitness News.  Air Dates:  July 2, 3, 8, 9, 14, 20-25.  Aug. 20 & 21.  Sept. 20.  Total 

Coverage:  23 Minutes 

 

On July 8, the mother of a teenage burglary suspect Chad Holly, who says Houston Police officers beat 

him, filed a suit against a former HPD officer.  The lawsuit accuses former HPD Officer Andrew 

Blomberg of beating Holley, then 15 years of age, during an arrest.  She claims that her son suffers from 

brain damage, memory loss and post-traumatic stress disorder as a result of the beating.  Holley’s 

attorney said that his client was handcuffed and laying on the ground during the beating.  Blomberg’s 

attorney says his client did not beat Holley.  A federal law suit accuses Blomberg of violating Holley’s 

civil rights.   

 

The alleged March 23 incident was captured on unreleased security video.  In April, news of the incident 

sparked protests by African American community leaders and civil rights groups, charging excessive 

police force and brutality.  On July 23, four Houston police officers charged with official oppression in 

the case appeared in court.  The officers’ arraignment was rescheduled for September.  Houston Police 

Department fired seven officers as a result of the incident.  

 

On August 20, five officers who had received suspensions in this case had their suspensions dismissed.  

An attorney for Houston Police Officers Union said that the two-day suspensions were changed to 

written reprimands.  The Houston Police Department reported that an independent arbitrator made the 

decision to change the punishment.  Four other officers are facing charges in the case.   
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3rd Quarter 2010 

 

 

 

ABC-13 PUBLIC SERVICE CAMPAIGNS 

 

Operation Backpack 

ABC-13 hosted YMCA Operation Backpack, August 6, sponsored with corporate support from Shoe 

Carnival and Toyota.  The drive collected backpacks and school supplies at Channel 13 and corporate 

partner sites.  Donations from the public were collected July 10 to August 15 at numerous designated 

sites.   Operation Backpack rendered over million dollars in backpacks and school supplies benefiting 

28,868 students in need at schools in 31 Houston area school districts. 

 

Hurricane Preparedness & Tracking Maps 

ABC-13 provided hurricane preparedness information and storm tracking maps for the general public, 

with corporate support from Kroger, Mega Energy, Conn’s and Texas Bay Area Credit Unions.  These 

free printed materials were available to residents at Kroger stores.  Supplies of the maps were also 

distributed to community groups, schools, nursing homes and businesses upon request. 

 

Freedom Over Texas 

ABC-13 served a media sponsor of the July 4
th

 City of Houston Celebration, Freedom Over Texas with 

Fireworks Presented by Shell, along with a host of other corporate partners.  The event featuring festival 

booths, entertainment and fireworks at Eleanor Tinsley Park at Buffalo Bayou attracted thousands of 

Houstonians and visitors.  Proceeds from the event benefited Houston Central Improvement, Inc.  In 

addition, in partnership with Walmart, ABC-13 promoted the donation of canned foods at the festival 

gate, which benefited the Houston Food Bank.  The station broadcasted three hours of live programming 

from the event site, titled 2010 Freedom Over Texas: Act I and 2010 Freedom Over Texas. 

 

Connect with Kids 

―Connecting with Kids‖ programs are part of ABC-13’s campaign to educate the community about 

character, life skills and drug-free school initiatives, with corporate support from Depelchin Children’s 

Center.  Greater Houston area school districts participate in this campaign.  Campaign promotions 

include weekly news reports, website resources and programs that help parents guide their children as 

they grow and develop intellectually and socially.   

 

 

WEBSITE RESOURCES 

 

The station’s website abc13.com features information, video streaming and links corresponding to its 

news reports, programs, PSAs and public service campaigns.  These informational resources cover a 

wide range of topics, from news issues, current events and weather to health and consumer concerns.  

The site streams Eyewitness News reports and ABC-13 Community Close Up programs.  It provides 

Doppler radar weather updates and traffic information.  In the second quarter, the website featured 
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information coinciding with ABC-13’s Connect with Kids campaign and Operation Backpack. The 

website also featured hurricane preparedness information.  In addition, the website provided a calendar 

venue for community event listings.      


