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ABC-13 - LOCAL PROGRAMS
3rd Quarter 2016

ABC-13 PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMS

ABC-13 broadcasts four locally-produced programs listed below under its public affairs banner ABC-13 
Community Close Up.  The half-hour magazine format programs address a wide range of subjects of 
interest to the community, from hard issues and social service topics to human interest stories and 
culture and entertainment.  The programs are broadcast on ABC-13’s Channel 13.1 on Sunday mornings 
at 5:30 a.m., noon and 12:30 p.m.  The programs are re-aired on the station’s Channel 13.2.

City View
Issues and topics concerning the community at-large.  
Regular air date - first Sunday of the month at noon.  Among the issues discussed this quarter include:  a 
discussion on a new study that finds that Houston’s homeless population is shrinking.  The report, by the 
Coalition For The Homeless, says the city has experienced a 57% decrease in overall homelessness since 
2011 and a 21% drop since 2015.  A local expert says the drop can be attributed to concentrated efforts 
by the city to address the problem and provide housing for the homeless.  We reported on the growing 
Zika virus threat following an unprecedented travel warning from the CDC.  A Houston doctor 
explained what they have learned from officials in Florida and other areas where Zika cases were 
reported.  He also explained symptoms and how citizens can avoid becoming victims of the Zika virus.  
We profiled a program called “Amigos de las Americas,” which offers international travel to young 
people to help them develop confidence and increase their cultural sensitivity.  We examined why 
Houston is becoming one of the nation’s most popular landing places for immigrants and refugees.  
While many of these refugees and immigrants are coming from Mexico and Latin America, a growing 
number are coming from countries like Syria and Somalia.  We also reported on assistance and support 
for families with children with autism.  The group “Autism Speaks” works to raise awareness and 
money for research to treat this developmental disability.                 

Crossroads
Issues and topics concerning the African American community.  
Regular air date - second, third and fourth Sunday of the month, at noon.  Among the issues discussed 
include: a discussion on the rash of violent confrontations between law enforcement and African 
Americans and the ensuring protests and violence.  Also, a discussion on how the African American 
community is affected by asthma.  In Houston, African Americans represent about 19-percent of the 
population but almost 34% of hospital admissions for asthma.  Two Houston institutions have now 
begun research to help Black asthma sufferers.  We also reported on a citywide gang truce event put on 
by local activists to help stop the rash of gang violence in the city.  We had an interview with Dr. Austin 
Lane, the new President of Texas Southern University.  Dr. Lane aims to boost enrollment and ease 
safety concerns at the inner city campus.  We reported on calls for criminal justice reform in Houston 
and Harris County.  The Texas Organizing Project wants to stop jail sentences for people committing 
minor offenses.  We also took a look at Unity Bank, the state’s only African-American owned bank and 
why scores of people are now depositing their money there.  We offered details on an organization 
called Women Empowering Nations, which helps young African American girls expand their horizons 
through international travel to places like Africa.
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Visions
Issues and topics concerning the Asian/Pacific-American community.
Regular air date - first Sunday of the month, at 12:30pm.  Among the issues discussed this 
quarter include: a look at health issues in the Asian American community.  Asian-Americans face 
numerous factors which may threaten their health – including infrequent medical visits due to
deportation fears, language and cultural barriers.  Many also lack health insurance.  We previewed
Houston’s first immigrant entrepreneur conference, which brings together lenders, corporations and 
seasoned business owners to help immigrant entrepreneurs grow and develop their business.  We also 
spoke to the founder of the Vietnamese Culture and Science Association about a project called the Len
Duong Camp, which aims to train the next generation of Asian-American leaders.  We also spoke to a
man who has started an oral history project to preserve the legacies of the languages and ethnic groups 
of India.  We interviewed David Huynh, an actor breaking barriers at the Houston Shakespeare Festival. 
We learned about a unique marketplace called “Next Seed” where average citizens can invest in 
local businesses.  We previewed Houston’s 23rd annual Japan Fest which featured children’s games,
music and authentic cuisine.  

Viva Houston
Issues and topics concerning the Latino community.
Regular air date - second, third and fourth Sunday of the month, at 5:30am and 12:30pm.  Among the 
issues discussed this quarter include: the rise in the number of Hispanics registering to vote for the 2016 
Presidential Election.  Experts say the surge is attributed, in part, to Donald Trump and some of his 
divisive comments about Latinos.  We also discussed a Rice University and Episcopal Health 
Foundation study which finds the percentage of Hispanics in Texas without health insurance has 
dropped by 30-percent since the Affordable Care Act went into effect.  But almost one-third or about 2-
million Hispanic Texans between the ages of 18-64 remain uninsured.  We also examined the 
controversy over a proposed Hispanic Heritage textbook that many consider racist and inaccurate.  The 
textbook labeled Latinos “lazy” compared to Europeans.  Dozens of Houstonians traveled to the state 
capital in Austin to protest.  We previewed the “Latino Health Summit” that focuses on getting 
Hispanics on track to practice a healthy lifestyle.  We discussed the hiring of Richard Carranza as the 
Houston Independent School District’s new superintendent.  Carranza is the second Hispanic to lead the 
mostly Hispanic HISD.  We also took a look at the rising number of Hispanics turning to Islam and 
interviewed the man who leads the nation’s only Spanish-speaking mosque, Centro Islamico, on the 
city’s southwest side.
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ABC-13 NEWS PROGRAMS

13 Eyewitness News
The following Eyewitness News programs aired live on Channel 13.1 in the third quarter. Selected news 
programs aired live simultaneously or were re-broadcasted on Channel 13.2.

Eyewitness News at 4:30 AM (Weekdays 4:30 – 5:00am)
Eyewitness News at 5:00 AM (Weekdays 5:00 – 5:30am)
Eyewitness News at 5:30 AM (Weekdays 5:30 – 6:00am)
Eyewitness News at 6:00 AM (Weekdays 6:00 – 7:00am)
Tom Koch, Samica Knight and meteorologist Travis Herzog anchor these three half-hour and one one-
hour morning newscasts.  The programs cover the latest overnight news, weather, sports, traffic reports 
and money-saving tips from Patricia Lopez.

Eyewitness News at 11:00 AM (Weekdays 11:00 am -12:00pm)
Melanie Lawson, Art Rascon and meteorologist Casey Curry anchor this midday newscast. The program 
covers the latest news and weather, as well as entertainment news. 

Eyewitness News at 4:00 PM (Weekdays  4:00 – 5:00pm)
Eric Barajas, Ilona Carson and chief meteorologist Tim Heller anchor this one-hour newscast.  The 
program includes the latest news and weather and money-saving tips from Patricia Lopez. 

Eyewitness News Live at Five (Weekdays 5:00 - 5:30pm)
Art Rascon, Melanie Lawson and chief meteorologist Tim Heller anchor this half-hour evening newscast 
covering the latest news, weather and sports.   

Eyewitness News at 6 PM  (Weekdays 6:00-6:30pm)
Gina Gaston, Dave Ward, chief meteorologist Tim Heller and sports director Greg Bailey anchor this 
half-hour newscast covering the latest news, sports and weather.

Eyewitness News at 6:30 PM   (Weekdays 6:00-6:30pm)
Ilona Carson, Erik Barajas, chief meteorologist Tim Heller and sports director Greg Bailey anchor this half-hour newscast 
covering the latest news, sports and weather.

Eyewitness News at 10 PM (Weekdays 10:00 - 10:30pm)
Ilona Carson, Gina Gaston, Erik Barajas, chief meteorologist Tim Heller and sports director Greg Bailey 
anchor this late evening half-hour newscast, covering the latest news, weather and sports.  

Eyewitness News at 5:30 AM (Saturdays 5:30 – 6:00am)
Eyewitness News at 6:00 AM (Saturdays 6:00 – 7:00am)
Chauncy Glover, Mayra Moreno and meteorologist Elita Loresca anchor these newscasts reporting the 
latest news, weather and sports.

Eyewitness News at 6:00 PM (Saturdays 6:00 – 6:30pm)
Eyewitness News at 10 PM (Saturdays 10:00 – 10:30pm)
Tom Abrahams, Natasha Barrett, meteorologist David Tillman and sportscaster Bob Slovak anchor these 
news programs covering the latest news, weather and sports.



5

Eyewitness News at 6 AM (Sundays 6:00 – 7:00am)
Eyewitness News at 8 AM (Sundays 8:00 – 10:00am)
Chauncy Glover, Mayra Moreno and meteorologist Elita Loresca anchor these Sunday morning 
newscasts reporting the latest news, weather and sports.   

Eyewitness News at 5:30 PM (Sundays 5:30 – 6:00pm)
Eyewitness News at 10 PM (Sundays 10:00 – 10:30pm)
Tom Abrahams, Natasha Barrett, meteorologist David Tillman and sportscaster Bob Slovak anchor these 
Sunday evening news programs covering the latest news, weather and sports.
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LOCALLY PRODUCED PROGRAMS

Channel 13.1 Programming

ABC-13 Presents
ABC-13 Presents productions are locally produced specials covering a full range of subjects, including 
medical topics, the environment, consumer reports, health and beauty, sports, the arts and events that 
impact Houstonians.  ABC-13 Presents programs regularly air on Channel 13.1.  On July 2, 2016 we 
aired “Houston: Red, White and Wow!” at 5pm.  On July 4, 2016 we aired live the “2016 Freedom Over 
Texas” concert at 7pm.  On July 17, 2016 we aired “Circus XTREME” at 4:30pm and repeated it on 
July 24, 2016 at 3pm.  On August 14, 2016 we aired “Are You Ready For Some Football?” at 9pm.  On 
September 3, 2016 we aired the “H-Town Takeover ,” a live pre-game special before the Advocare 
Texas Kickoff Game featuring the University of Houston and the University of Oklahoma at NRG 
Stadium.  Each Sunday night at 10:35pm, we air “Inside the Game” featuring Greg Bailey and Spencer 
Tillman to recap Houston Texans NFL games.  

Channel 13.2 Programming
ABC-13’s Channel 13.2 features a variety of locally produced programs, including 13Eyewitness News, 
ABC-13 Presents, ABC-13 Community Close Up and Live Well HD Network.  Channel 13.2 also features 
children’s programs and local high school football games.

Live Well HD Network
Launched by the 8 ABC-owned television stations, Live Well HD Network programs help viewers 
improve their daily lives.  The network airs on Channel 13.2.  The network consists of numerous half-
hour programs covering a variety of lifestyle topics, including:
Motion – outdoor activities
Say Ahh – health and medicine
Advice for Life – personal growth
Mirror, Mirror – beauty and fashion (locally produced by KTRK)
Deals – money-saving tips (locally produced by KTRK)
Let’s Dish – health cooking
Home with Lisa Quinn – interior design

Channel 13.3 Programming
The station’s HDTV Channel 13.3 broadcasts Laff TV, featuring vintage television comedy reruns.  
Channel 13.3 also features children’s programs.  
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ABC TELEVISION NETWORK NEWS

ABC-13 broadcasts all ABC Television Network news programs and special reports.  The network’s 
report entitled, “ABC-TV Network Third Quarter 2016 Program Information,” is filed separately.  A 
copy of the report is filed in ABC-13’s Public Inspection File.
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ABC-13 - CORE ISSUES
3rd Quarter 2016

CORE ISSUES

ABC-13 gave significant coverage to the following community issues and concerns arising in the third 
quarter of 2016:

1.  Presidential Campaign
2.  Couple Murdered
3.  Mother Accused of Drowning Her Two Children
4.  Mexican Heritage Textbook Controversy
5.  Lone Gunman Shooting Spree
 

The station’s coverage of these core issues is detailed in the next section of this report.
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ABC-13 - CORE ISSUES COVERAGE
3rd Quarter 2016

PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN  
 
Eyewitness News.  Air Dates:   July 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 
22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31.  August 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 
19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31.   September 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12,13, 14, 
15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30.  Total coverage:  31 Hours 33 Minutes 

13 Eyewitness News reported on the 2016 presidential campaign.  ABC-13 Political Reporter Tom 
Abraham traveled with candidates Donald Trump and Hillary Clinton and filed live reports from several 
cities along the campaign trail, including the Republican National Convention in Cleveland, the 
Democratic National Convention in Philadelphia and the nominees’ first televised debate on September 
26th at Hofstra University in Hempstead, New York.  The 2016 presidential campaign has been 
contentious, with neither candidate distancing themselves from their opponent in the polls.  Election Day 
is November 8th.    

COUPLE MURDERED

Eyewitness News.  Air Dates:   July 29, 30, 31.  August 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 16, 17.  September 
7, 8.  Total Coverage:  2 Hours 10 Minutes 

13 Eyewitness News reported on the murders of a popular fitness trainer and his wife.  Former NFL 
player Antonio Armstrong and wife, Dawn, were found shot in their southwest Houston home.  Dawn 
died at the scene and Antonio died later at the hospital.  Police have charged their 16-year son with the 
murders.  The juvenile has pleaded not guilty to the crime.  Police say he called them the night of the 
murders and told them he’d heard gunshots in the parents’ bedroom and seen a masked man in their 
home.  When police arrived the teen disabled the home’s security system and let the officers in.  Police 
found a .22-caliber pistol and a note on the kitchen counter, but no evidence of a burglary or forced 
entry.   He faces murder charges which could be upgraded to capital murder.  Prosecutors have not yet 
said if they are going to try to certify the 16-year old to stand trial as an adult.  Investigators called the 
Armstrongs an “all-American family.”  Police say the couple’s two other children were in the home at 
the time of the shootings.  Antonio played in the NFL with the San Francisco 49ers and the Miami 
Dolphins.  He starred in college at Texas A&M University.  He was also a motivational speaker and an 
associate pastor at a local church and the couple owned a chain of fitness gyms in the Houston area.     
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                                 MOTHER ACCUSED OF DROWNING HER TWO CHILDREN

Eyewitness News.  Air Dates:   August 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26.  Total Coverage:  
2 Hour 23 Minutes 

13 Eyewitness News reported extensively on a Houston mother charged with murder in the drowning 
deaths of her two children.  Prosecutors say she drowned her two children in a bathtub and hid their 
bodies under a nearby home.  30-year old Sheborah Thomas faces two charges of capital murder of a 
person under age 10.  Police say she told a friend helping her pack her belongings that she had drowned 
5-year old Kahana and 7-year old Graylyn.  Police say Thomas also said she tried to bury the children in 
the backyard, but decided to stash their bodies under a neighbor’s home.  Thomas and her children had 
only lived in the Third Ward home for a few months, but during that time police reportedly had been 
called to the residence several times.  She has not entered a plea.  Thomas’ attorney says his client 
suffers from mental illness and was diagnosed with schizophrenia, bipolar disorder and severe 
depression as early as 2012.  Thomas is being held in the mental health ward of the Harris County Jail.  
In 2001, Houston mother Andrea Yates was convicted of capital murder for drowning her 5 children 
ranging from 6 months to 7 years in the bathtub of her family’s home.  Her conviction was later 
overturned on appeal.  Yates was eventually found not guilty by reason of insanity in July 2006 and sent 
to a state mental hospital.  

MEXICAN HERITAGE TEXTBOOK CONTROVERSY

Eyewitness News.  Air Dates:   September 6, 7, 8, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19.  Total Coverage:   1 
Hour 59 Minutes

13 Eyewitness News closely followed the controversy over a proposed textbook for Mexican-American 
studies.  Hispanic activists and others opposed the textbook, “Mexican American Heritage,” because of 
what they labeled racist content and inaccuracies.  The text calls Latinos “lazy” and asserts that some 
Mexican-Americans during the civil rights era of the 1960s “opposed Western civilization and wanted to 
destroy this society.”  It also links Mexican-Americans to the drug trade and illegal immigration and 
says that Mexican-Americans are ambivalent about assimilating into the United States.  ABC-13 
traveled to Austin where local activists protested the proposed textbook before the Texas Education 
Agency.  Texas is home to the second-largest Hispanic population in the country and more than half of 
the students in Texas schools are Latino.  The textbook is at the proposal stage and has not yet been 
recommended by the Texas Board of Education for use in schools.  Texans have until early October to 
submit comments on the book and then a committee of educators and administrators will make the final 
recommendation before the board.  Texas has a history of problems in the textbook selection process.  In 
recent years, the State Board of Education has battled over whether to approve science books that fully 
covered evolution.  The board has also argued over climate change and the influence of biblical figures 
on the Founding Fathers.  And one area high school student and his mother sought changes after 
observing that his geography textbook labeled slaves as “workers.”  That textbook’s publisher, 
McGraw-Hill Education, vowed to change the wording in updated versions of the textbook. 
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LONE GUNMAN SHOOTING SPREE 

Eyewitness News.  Air Dates:   September 26, 27, 28, 29, 30.  Total Coverage:   8 Hours 49 Minutes.

13 Eyewitness News provided extended coverage of an active shooter situation on the city’s southwest 
side.  A lone gunman with several weapons opened fire on a street wounding 9 people, including one 
critically.  A standoff ensured.  Police from Houston, Bellaire and West University Place surrounded the 
area and were fired upon by the suspect, identified as 46-year old Nathan DeSai.  Police eventually 
killed the suspect.  Authorities found several weapons in his car, along with Nazi materials.  DeSai was 
a local attorney who lived in the neighborhood.  Authorities say he may have been distraught over the 
dissolution of his law firm.  Police later searched his home and found more Nazi materials, multiple 
weapons and thousands of rounds of ammunition.  Authorities have not linked the shootings to 
terrorism.  They continue to search for a possible motive in the crime.   
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FCC ISSUES REPORT – 3rd Quarter 2016
July - September
KTRK-TV 

ABC-13 - PUBLIC SERVICE
3rd Quarter 2016

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS

PSA Submissions
The station airs selected PSAs submitted by local, regional and national nonprofit entities.  Broadcasted 
on regular PSA rotation, the spots cover a wide range of subjects and interests -- from health, education 
and issues addressing children’s concerns to drug abuse prevention, public safety and the environment.  

Community Spotlight PSAs
ABC-13 regularly produces and broadcasts 15 and 30-second public service announcements under its 
Community Spotlight banner.  The announcements promote the public service programs and activities of 
local nonprofit organizations, community groups and government entities.  The spots are broadcast on 
regular PSA rotation schedules and in special time slots on weekdays between 3:00 and 4:00 p.m.

In the third quarter, the station produced and broadcasted PSAs promoting Hispanic Heritage Month, 
Month-to-Match bone marrow drive and the 2016 Voter Registration Drive.   

ABC-13 PUBLIC SERVICE CAMPAIGNS

YMCA’s Operation Backpack
ABC-13 partners with the YMCA in a grassroots campaign to collect backpacks and school supplies for 
children in need in the greater Houston area.  The campaign includes customized on-air sponsored 
announcements, online support and a live drive and stuffing event on August 5th from 6am to 6pm.  
Sponsors are YMCA, KSBJ-FM, Citgo, HEB, Kidde and Home Depot.

Hurricane Tracking Map
ABC-13 creates a map with sponsor logos featuring forecast tracking capabilities and safety/supply list.  
Promotional spots air educating the viewer on hurricane season and to visit Kroger to pick up maps.  A 
special aired on June 5 at 6:30pm highlighting important topics viewers need to know to stay safe during 
hurricane season.  Corporate sponsors are Kroger and ARK Generators.

Freedom Over Texas
ABC-13 carries Houston’s official 4th of July celebration, with fireworks and a local civic celebration on 
July 4th at Eleanor Tinsley Park in downtown Houston.  The event benefits Central Houston Civic 
Improvements and the Houston Food Bank.  ABC-13 promotes the event with a PSA pushing people to 
the event.  Corporate sponsors are Southwest Airlines, US Family Health Care, Walmart, Silver Eagle 
and Citgo.
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Change a Life/Donate Today
ABC-13 and Goodwill have partnered together to highlight a monthly volunteer or employee whose life 
has changed through the power of work.  The campaign is designed to increase awareness that donations 
can change people’s lives.  ABC-13 runs promotional spots and digital elements on ABC-13 digital 
platforms to promote the campaign.  Corporate sponsor is Goodwill of Houston.

Operation 13 Save A Life
This is a public safety campaign designed to increase awareness and educate consumers about the 
dangers of fire and carbon monoxide poisoning.  ABC-13 is running a series of vignettes featuring 
firefighters from the Houston Fire Department educating viewers on the importance of fire safety and 
the dangers of carbon monoxide.  Kidde donated 3,500 ten-year smoke detectors to the City of Houston 
for distribution to families in need.  Corporate sponsor is Kidde and Home Depot.    

TUTS
Theatre Under the Stars is Houston’s premiere musical theatre and arts education non-profit 
organization.  ABC-13 currently runs on-air promos supporting the community musical performances.  
Corporate sponsor is Theatre Under the Stars.

Star Fishing Tournament
ABC-13 and the Star Fishing tournament have partnered together to promote an annual fishing 
tournament designed to raise money for CCA Texas conservation efforts, as well as scholarship money 
for participating youth.  The campaign ran from July through September.  Sponsor is CCA Texas.

Texas Children’s Hospital/Promise Campaign
This is an on-air campaign highlighting research and success stories happening at Texas Children’s 
Hospital.  Campaign includes one segment per week in the 6pm news hour, as well as promotional spots 
and digital inclusion.  ABC-13 will donate up to $100,000 for all donations made as part of the Promise 
Campaign.  Sponsor is Texas Children’s Hospital.

Houston Symphony
ABC-13 is the official broadcast partner of the Houston Symphony.  This quarter, our partnership was 
highlighted by promo spots and vignettes driving people to purchase tickets to their upcoming events.  
Digital inclusion of this partnership, including a feature page and promo banners, was also promoted.  
Sponsor is the Houston Symphony.

Houston Can Academy
This is an on-air campaign asking viewers to donate their used automobiles to Houston Can Academy to 
help fund the program.  The campaign ran from July through September.  Sponsor is Houston Can 
Academy.
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COMMUNITY FORUMS

ABC-13 periodically holds community forums in various neighborhoods in the Houston area.  The 
forums provide a venue for station representatives to learn about issues of highest concern from 
community leaders for possible coverage on news and public affairs programs.  This quarter, a forum 
was held at the Ishmaili Jamatkhana Center in Sugar Land to discuss the issue of “Islamaphobia.”  
Thirty community residents attended the forum.  Also in attendance, ABC-13 General Manager Henry 
Florsheim, ABC-13 Assistant News Director Rehan Aslam and ABC-13 Vice President of Community 
Affairs, Cynthia Cisneros.

WEBSITE RESOURCES

The station’s website abc13.com features information, video streaming and links corresponding to its 
news reports, programs, PSAs and public service campaigns.  These informational resources cover a 
wide range of subjects, from news issues, current events and weather topics to health and consumer 
concerns.  The website also features video streaming of ABC-13 Community Close Up public affairs 
programs.  It also provides Doppler radar weather updates and traffic information.  In addition, 
abc13.com provides a calendar venue for community event postings.  In the third quarter, the website 
featured content coinciding with ABC-13’s public service campaigns: YMCA Operation Backpack 
school supply drive, Voter Registration Drive and the Month-to-Match campaign.


