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ABC-13 – LOCAL PROGRAMS 

1st Quarter 2011 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY CLOSE UP PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMS 

 

ABC-13 broadcasts four locally-produced public affairs programs listed below under its ABC-13 

Community Close Up banner. The half-hour magazine format programs address a wide range of subjects 

of interest to the community, from hard issues and social service topics to human interest stories and 

culture and entertainment.  The programs are broadcasted on an alternating schedule on ABC-13’s 

Channel 13.1 on Sunday mornings at 11:00 and 11:30 a.m. 

 

City View   Issues and topics concerning the community at-large.   

                   Regular air date - first Sunday of the month, 11:00 a.m. 

 

Crossroads    Issues and topics concerning the African American community. 

   Regular air date - second, third and fourth Sunday of the month, 11:00 a.m. 

 

Visions             Issues and topics concerning the Asian Pacific American community. 

                         Regular air date - first Sunday of the month, 11:30 a.m. 

 

Viva Houston    Issues and topics concerning the Latino community. 

   Regular air date - second, third and fourth Sunday of the month, 11:30 a.m. 

 

 

13 EYEWITNESS NEWS PROGRAMS 

 

The following Eyewitness News programs aired live on Channel 13.1 in the first quarter. Selected news 

programs aired live simultaneously or were re-broadcasted on Channel 13.2. 

 

Eyewitness News at 4:30 AM (Weekdays 4:30 – 5:00am) 

Eyewitness News at 5:00 AM (Weekdays 5:00 – 5:30am) 

Eyewitness News at 5:30 AM (Weekdays 5:30 – 6:00am) 

Eyewitness News at 6:00 AM (Weekdays 6:00 – 7:00am) 

Tom Koch, Sharron Melton, Don Nelson and meteorologist Casey Curry anchored these morning 

newscasts, covering the latest overnight news, weather, sports and traffic. 

 

Eyewitness News at 11:00 AM (Weekdays 11:00 Am -12:00pm) 

Sharron Melton, Ilona Carson and meteorologist Travis Herzog anchor these midday newscasts. The 

program covers the latest news and weather as well as entertainment news by Don Nelson.  

 

Eyewitness News at 4:00 PM (Weekdays 4:00 – 5:00pm) 

Eric Barajas, Ilona Carson and meteorologist Travis Herzog anchor this one-hour newscast.  The 

program includes the latest news and weather, consumer reports by Jeff Ehling and health reports by 

Christi Myers.  
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Eyewitness News Live at Five (Weekdays 5:00 - 5:30pm) 

Art Rascon, Melanie Lawson and chief meteorologist Tim Heller anchor this half-hour evening newscast 

covering the latest news, weather and sports.   

 

Eyewitness News at 6 PM  (Weekdays 6:00-7:00pm) 

Gina Gaston, Dave Ward, chief meteorologist Tim Heller and sports director Bob Allen anchor this one-

hour newscast covering the latest news, weather and sports. 

 

Eyewitness News at 10 PM (Weekdays 10:00 - 10:30pm) 

Dave Ward, Gina Gaston, chief meteorologist Tim Heller and sports director Bob Allen anchor this late 

evening newscast covering the latest news, weather and sports.   

 

Eyewitness News at 5:30 AM (Saturdays 5:30 – 6:00am) 

Eyewitness News at 6:00 AM (Saturdays 6:00 – 7:00am) 

Eyewitness News at 8:00 AM (Saturdays 8:00 – 9:00am) 

Elissa Rivas, Katie McCall and meteorologist David Tillman anchor these Saturday morning newscasts, 

reporting the latest news, weather and sports. 
 

Eyewitness News at 6:00 PM (Saturdays 6:00 – 6:30pm) 

Eyewitness News at 10 PM (Saturdays 10:00 – 10:30pm) 

Tom Abrahams, Adela Uchida, meteorologist David Tillman and sportscaster Tim Melton anchor these 

Saturday evening news programs covering the latest news, weather and sports. 

 

Eyewitness News at 6 AM (Sundays 6:00 – 7:00am) 

Eyewitness News at 8 AM (Sundays 8:00 – 9:00am) 

Elissa Rivas, Katie McCall and meteorologist David Tillman anchor these Sunday morning newscasts 

reporting the latest news, weather and sports.    

 

Eyewitness News at 5:30 PM (Sundays 5:30 – 6:00pm) 

Eyewitness News at 10 PM (Sundays 10:00 – 10:30pm) 

Tom Abrahams, Adela Uchida, meteorologist David Tillman and sportscaster Tim Melton anchor these 

Sunday evening news programs covering the latest news, weather and sports. 

 

 

WEATHER SPECIALS 

 

Tapping the expertise of the 13 Eyewitness News weather anchor team, weather specials addressing 

hurricane preparedness and tropical storm projections customarily air at the start of the hurricane season.    

The programs air on Channels 13.1 and 13.2 and, as of February 25, Channel 13.3. 

 

 

SPORTS PROGRAMS 

 

The 13 Eyewitness News sports anchor team presents several programs throughout the year highlighting 

the latest sports news.  Other sports programs spotlight the Houston Texans, including pre-season 

football specials.  In addition, ABC-13 presents live broadcasts of selected area high school football 

games on Channels 13.2 and, as of February 25, Channel 13.3. 
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ABC-13 PRESENTS 

 

ABC-13 Presents programs cover a wide range of subjects, from medical topics, the environment, 

consumer concerns, health and beauty to sports, the arts and events that impact Houstonians.  The 

programs air on Channels 13.1.  Selected programs also air on Channels 13.1 and 13.2 and, as of 

February 25, Channel 13.3. 
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ABC TELEVISION PROGRAMS 

1st Quarter 2011 

 

 

 

 

ABC TELEVISION NETWORK NEWS 

 

ABC-13 broadcasts all ABC Television Network news programs and special reports as well as other 

primetime programming.  The network’s report titled ―ABC Television Network First Quarter 2011 

Program Information‖ is filed separately.  A copy of the report is filed in ABC-13’s Public Inspection 

File. 
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FCC ISSUES REPORT – 1st Quarter 2011 

January - March  

KTRK-TV  

 

 

ABC-13 - CORE ISSUES 

1
st
 Quarter 2011 

 

 

 

CORE ISSUES 

 

ABC-13 gave significant coverage to the following local community issues arising in the first quarter of 

2011: 

 

1. Daycare Fire Deaths  

2. Local Government Budget Crunch 

3. Schools Budget Crisis 

4. State Budget Shortfall 

5. Tucson Deadly Shooting 

 

 

The station’s coverage of these issues on news and public affairs programs is detailed in the next section 

of this report.   
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FCC ISSUES REPORT – 1st Quarter 2011 

January - March   

KTRK TV 

 

 

  

ABC-13  CORE ISSUES COVERAGE 

1st Quarter 2011 

 

 

 

DAYCARE FIRE DEATHS 

 

13 Eyewitness News.   Air Dates:  February 24, 25, 26, 27, 28.  March 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 10, 11, 12, 13, 

14, 15, 19, 21, 20, 22, 23, 24, 27, 29, 30, 31.   Total Coverage:  5 Hours 35 Minutes. 

 

On February 24, there was breaking news of a tragedy at a daycare.  Four children perished and four 

others were seriously hurt a fire at the home daycare.  Eyewitness News reported on the latest 

developments concerning the fire investigation and the victims.  Reports focused on daycare regulations 

and on the medical treatment the young burn victims will have to undergo.  The daycare center, Jackie's 

Childcare, has been licensed since March 1, 2010 and had not been cited for any infractions.  The state 

said it will investigate to determine if the daycare operator Jessica Tata was in compliance with rules 

concerning how many children are allowed in the home facility and their ages.  She was not required to 

have another adult in the home.  Investigation focused on whether the 22 year-old Tata was at the home 

with the seven children when the fire started.  Family members of the victims want more answers as 

they face the difficult task of planning funerals for their children.    

 

On February 28, prosecutors said Tata will face one count of reckless bodily injury to a child with 

serious bodily injury.  Prosecutors requested that she be held with no bond.  Investigators looked into an 

allegation from eyewitnesses that Tata returned home after the fire began. They said Tata was outside 

the home, screaming for help in rescuing the children trapped inside.  That same day, investigators broke 

the news that Tata had fled to her native country of Nigeria.  There was controversy over what went 

wrong in the investigative and legal processing of this case, including procedures by Fire Department 

investigators and the District Attorney’s Office.  

 

On March 5, federal investigators filed new charges against Tata and placed her on the U.S. Marshal’s 

top 15 Most Wanted list, now facing four charges of manslaughter in addition to 10 other charges in the 

case.  Prosecutors hope that this will help get her extradited.  The U.S. Marshal offered a $25,000 

reward for information that will help find her.  KTRK legal analyst Joel Androphy commented that 

locating a fugitive from Houston will not be a priority for the Nigerian government and that it could take 

years to find her in a country of about 155 million people.  On March 9, the local Nigerian community 

held a candlelight vigil honoring the lives of the four children who died in the fire.   

 

Eyewitness News sent a crew to Abuja, Nigeria to cover the search for Tata.  News anchor Art Rascon 

reported that, according to sources, Tata's father runs a business in Port Harcourt and may be harboring 

her in a secret location.  Rascon reported that, according to Nigeria’s Foreign Minister, there are no U.S. 

Marshal authorities in the country physically searching for Tata.  The U.S. Marshals Service said that it 

is aggressively pursuing Tata and working through diplomatic channels to find her.  The local Crime 

Stoppers is offered a $5,000 reward for information leading to her arrest.    
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On March 19, there was breaking news that Tata had turned herself in at the consulate’s office in 

Nigeria.  The grieving families of the four child victims were relieved.  Tata is accused of leaving seven 

children unattended with the stove on at her home-based daycare while she shopped at Target.  She faces 

four counts of manslaughter, six counts of reckless injury to a child, three counts of abandoning a child 

under the age of 15 and unlawful flight to avoid prosecution.  In a March 23 court hearing, prosecutors 

requested a high bond of $2 million.  Tata pleaded not guilty to the 13 charges. High profile criminal 

defense attorney Mike Deguerin is representing Tata.  

 

Home daycares in Houston will soon come under more scrutiny.  The Houston City Council is fast- 

tracking an ordinance that would require home daycares to undergo fire inspections every year, instead 

of the current requirement of every two years.  On March 29, a childcare training institute brought 

together industry professionals and the fire and police officials to discuss how to avoid a repeat of the 

February 24 fire tragedy.  A bill was filed in the Texas House that would force changes in requirements 

and licensing of home daycares in the state. 

 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT BUDGET CRUNCH 

 

13 Eyewitness News.   Air Dates:  January 10, 11, 12, 13, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 25, 26, 27.  February 

3, 7, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 27, 28.  March 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 10, 12, 13, 15, 16, 19, 

22, 24, 25, 28, 30, 31.  Total Coverage:  2 Hours 34 Minutes. 

 

At the start of the first quarter, Harris County Commissioners were exploring all options for cuts to the 

next county budget. The county must trim more than $138 million from the budget before the next fiscal 

year begins March 1. Every Harris County department must reduce its budget by ten percent, including 

departments dealing with public safety, road work and health services. This will mean layoffs. The 

County Tax Assessor plans to cut 25 mid-level management jobs. Constable May Walker will make two 

dozen deputies take one day a week furloughs to save money and jobs. Constable Victor Trevino will 

cut his budget for new radios, new uniforms and cars. The Architecture and Engineering Departments 

recently layed off 14 workers.  The fire marshal said the cuts could mean lay-offs in his 70 person 

department. 

 

In February, county commissioners considered ending the hiring freeze with the new budget.  If 

approved, the sheriff's department would be able to replace open positions going forward.  On March 3, 

Harris County Judge Ed Emmet’s State of the County address centered on changes the county faces with 

the pending budget crisis.  The county has to cut $138 million in spending and that could include many 

layoffs.  The final county budget will be presented at Commissioner's Court next week.  Emmett said the 

Sheriff's Office and most constable precincts will receive small budget increases.  However, there will 

be major cuts to Commissioners' budgets. 

 

On March 8, Harris County approved a $1.2 billion budget.  All departments, including law enforcement 

got allocations less than the amounts requested.  Sheriff Adrian Garcia said services like storefronts may 

need to be closed.  Constable precincts are faced with layoffs.  Precinct 2 expects to lose 60 to 70 

people.  Constable Precinct 5 will have to let go 24 people.  Precinct 1 is laying off 50 workers.  Some 

constable precincts will have to reduce staff work hours. Harris County residents are concerned about 

the impact these cuts will have on public safety in their neighborhoods.    

 

Viva Houston. Air Date:  February 20, 11:30 a.m.  Re-broadcast:  February 27, 11:30 a.m.  Total 

Coverage:   6 Minutes 
The program featured a talk with Harris County Sheriff Adrian Garcia, including a discussion of budget 

issues and the impact funding cuts could have on county jail operations and public safety. 
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SCHOOLS BUDGET CRISIS 

 

13 Eyewitness News.  Air Dates:   January 5, 6, 10, 18, 19, 20, 21, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 31.  February 1, 

3, 5, 6, 8, 11, 12, 14, 16, 17, 18, 20, 22, 24, 25, 28.  March 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 14, 23, 24, 

26, 28, 29, 31.  Total Coverage:  1 Hour 51 Minutes. 

 

The 81st Texas State Legislative session began on January 11, with lawmakers braced for a revenue 

shortfall of $27 billion over the next two years.  Legislators will be forced to make cuts across the board, 

including funding for public schools and universities.  In an unprecedented move, several Houston area 

school districts took steps to orient parents on how to lobby their state legislators to minimize budget 

cuts to public education. 

 

Early drafts of the two-year budget reflect cuts of $5 billion to public education and $2 billion to higher 

education.   Public school officials and administrators from across the state met with lawmakers in 

Austin, including Houston area school district superintendent.  They presented lawmakers letters from 

thousands of parents urging them to make education a funding priority.  They urged lawmakers to tap 

the state's rainy day fund to avoid such dramatic cuts in funding to public schools. 

 

In his February 8 State of the State address, Governor Rick Perry affirmed his intention to cut funding, 

including to public education, in order to address the state’s $15 billion budget shortfall.  Perry said the 

state will not dip into the rainy day fund but will come up with ways to work with priorities and 

available funds.  Perry’s budget seeks to cut more than $2 billion dollars in state spending on public 

education.   

 

Meantime, schools district worked to prepare for drastic funding cuts, which will mean employee 

layoffs.  HISD held several town hall meetings to give parents and community members a chance to 

comment on proposed cuts.  The current plan would make cuts at 55 of the district's 113 magnet schools.  

The HISD board agreed to offer financial incentives to full-time employees who are willing to give early 

notification of their plans. Bus drivers, cafeteria workers and other school district personnel rallied in an 

effort to convince the state not to cut education funding.  HISD faces a budget cut of $200 million to 

$350 million. That could mean the loss of up to 3,800 teachers.  The president of the teachers union said 

she has never seen the state take this type of action.  

 

Cypress Fairbanks ISD is facing over $66 million in state funding cuts.  It has already cut more than 900 

jobs over the last four years. This year's funding cuts will mean even more drastic changes, such as 

fewer teachers and an increase in average class size. Many classes in Cy-Fair already have 30 or more 

students per class.  While teachers are preparing for possible layoffs, administrators say that teacher 

layoffs will be a last resort.    

 

University of Houston System Chancellor Renu Khator met with lawmakers in Austin.  The initial state 

budget proposal calls for $80 million in cuts to the UH system.  Khator says that would mean a loss of 

funding for financial aid, larger class sizes and layoffs.  Meantime, the Texas education agency has 

layed off an unspecified number of its roughly one thousand employees. State agencies have been asked 

to reduce costs by nearly eight percent.    

 

HISD is considering a tax hike as a new option to balance its budget and make up for the budget 

shortfall.  The district is considering a property tax increase of one to four cents.  The proposal also calls 

for a decrease to the homestead exemption. Also being considered by the district is a one percent across-

the board pay cut.  
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On March 3, Fort Bend ISD held its first town hall meeting to inform students, parents and faculty on 

how the district is dealing with the budget shortfall.  Parents and teachers for Fort Bend traveled to 

Austin to deliver their message to lawmakers – leave education alone.  On March 28, dozens of parents 

dressed in red t-shirts attended Katy ISD’s board meeting to show support for the district’s English and 

Spanish immersion program. The program might be eliminated due to state funding cuts expected to 

total $19 to $60 million.  

 

City View.  Air Date:  February 6, 11 a.m.  Total Coverage:  Total Coverage:  9 Minutes 

The program presented two segments focusing on expected state funding cuts to public education and 

the impact this could have on HISD schools.  Coverage included news packages focusing on HISD’s 

legislative advocacy to minimize funding and on the concerns of school administrators, teachers and 

parents as to the impact that the cuts could have on magnet programs, pre-K programs, teacher incentive 

pay and summer school.  The program included a talk on this funding crisis with HISD trustee Paula 

Harris and the district’s General Manager of Budget and Financial Planning, Sharon Eaves.  

 

STATE BUDGET SHORTFALL 

 

13 Eyewitness News.   Air Dates:  January 4, 5, 6, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 24, 25, 26, 27, 

28, 30, 31.  February 1, 3, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25.  March 1, 3, 

4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31.  Total  Coverage:  

4 Hours 18 Minutes. 

 

The 81st Texas State Legislative session began on January 11, with lawmakers braced for a revenue 

shortfall of $27 billion over the next two years.  To cut spending, lawmakers re-examined health 

services and education costs.  Republican leaders in both the House and the Senate say they do not want 

to raise taxes.  State senators plan to focus in on making cuts to the programs that cost the state the most 

money.  The State Texas Comptroller's Office cited two major reasons for budget shortfall -- $10 billion 

in lost revenue due to poor planning, coupled with a 2005 property tax cut.  The state replaced the tax 

revenue with a new business tax. The comptroller's office said the cuts cost more than expected and the 

new tax does not bring in as much revenue as projected.  This has lead to a perpetual budget shortfall.  

In his State of the State address on February 9, Governor Rick Perry said he seeks to cut more than $2 

billion in state spending on public education, $2 billion in higher education and more than $2 billion in 

health and human services programs.   

 

Deep budget cuts to mental health care are expected.  Currently, there are 9,000 adults receiving 

outpatient mental health care in Harris County clinics alone.  Mental health services include treatment 

for major depression, bipolar disorder and schizophrenia.  The proposed cuts would mean that 1,500 to 

1,800 outpatients can no longer be treated.  The state budget crunch could also cut funding up for 

program providing services for thousands of people with disabilities.  On March 26, families of those 

who would be affected rallied against the cuts at Discovery Green in downtown Houston.  Presently, 

there are more than 8,000 people in Harris County on waiting lists to receive medical care and services. 

Some providers say the cuts could be so severe that they would be forced out of business. 

 

The prospect of deep cuts to budgets supporting education and social services presents a financial crisis 

for state-funded education, health and social services entities.  It triggered high public concern and 

intense advocacy against such cuts.  School district administrators, university officials, health and 

human services professionals, patient support groups and community leaders traveled to the state capitol 

to meet with legislators and advocate against the cuts.   
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On March 24, a bare-bones budget was approved by a House committee and sent to the full House for 

a vote.  With no discussion or debate, the House committee adopted a 2012-2013 spending plan totaling 

$164 billion dollars—a decrease of $23 billion compared to the current two year budget.  The spending 

plan would cut funding to public schools by almost $8 billion and to Medicaid by $4 billion.  At the end 

of the first quarter, the Senate continued its work on the budget.  Public hearings for the bill began on 

March 24. 

 

TUCSON DEADLY SHOOTING 

 

13 Eyewitness News.  Air Dates:  January 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 

25, 26, 27, 29, 31.  February 4, 7, 8, 9, 10, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 21, 22.  March 2, 4, 5, 9, 10, 11, 12, 16, 

17, 18, 29, 20, 22, 25, 28.  Total Coverage:  2 Hours 57 Minutes 

 

On January 8, there was breaking news of bloodshed at the town hall type meeting in front of a grocery 

store in Tucson.  Eyewitnesses said a man, later identified as 22-year-old Jared Loughner, opened fire on 

Congresswoman Gabrielle Gifford, shooting her in the head at point blank range then firing into the 

crowd.  Nineteen people, including the Congresswoman were shot.  Six victims died in the shooting 

rampage, among them federal judge John Roll, the Congresswoman's director of community relations 

and a nine year-old girl.  Loughner was tackled to the ground at the scene of the shooting.  Authorities 

were not able to immediately determine a motive for the shooting.  Reports indicated that 

Congresswoman Giffords’ office was vandalized last year after she voted for the health care reform.  

Eyewitness News anchor Tom Koch flew to Tucson shortly after shooting and filed live reports with the 

latest developments.   

 

On January 9, Jared Loughner faced five federal charges. He is accused of shooting Giffords and three 

other federal employees.  Investigators say they found messages in a safe in Loughner's home, including 

the cryptic notes, "i planned ahead" and "my assassination," as well as Gifford’s name.  On January 10, 

Congresswoman Giffords remained in critical condition, with minimal swelling in her brain and 

responsive to verbal commands.  On the day of the shooting, as Giffords lay bleeding, her intern quickly 

took a clean cloth and applied pressure on the bullet wound.  He is a trained nurse and his actions may 

have saved her life.    

 

A memorial for the six people who died at the hands of Loughner was set up by mourners at the scene of 

the shooting.  Hundreds stopped to observe a national moment of silence. Memorials for victims and 

prayer vigils for Congresswoman Giffords were held throughout the country.  On January 12, President 

Barak Obama and Mrs. Obama attended a memorial service for the victims at the University of Arizona 

in Tucson. The president paid tribute to those killed and wounded.   

 

The FBI reported that surveillance video recorded the attack.  Meantime, five days after the shooting, 

wounded Congresswoman Giffords remained in critical condition, with her husband, Houston-based 

NASA astronaut Mark Kelly at her side.  Eyewitness News reported daily on Gifford’s condition and her 

gradual recovery.  Loughner’s family released a statement expressing sorrow for the victims and their 

families.  Funeral services for the youngest victim of the shooting were held on January 12.  On January 

14, shooting victim U.S. District Judge John Roll was laid to rest today.  Mourners remembered Roll as 

a man devoted to his family and proud of his Irish Catholic heritage.  Funeral services for 79-year old 

Phyllis Schneck were held in New Jersey on January 16.  Friends and family gathered at the 

Northminster Presbyterian Church honored Schneck as "our mom and our grandma‖—as described by 

President Obama at January 12 memorial service in Tucson.  In Houston, people prayed for the victims 

at a memorial service held at Mount Horeb Missionary Baptist Church.   
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On January 19, doctors announced that Giffords will be moved to TIRR Memorial Hermann, a 

rehabilitation hospital in Houston.  NASA director Michael Coats spoke about Giffords' connection to 

the NASA community.  Giffords was transported by private plane to Houston’s Hobby Airport on 

January 21 and taken by Lifeflight to Memorial Hermann.  Meantime, the FBI reported that a security 

camera video at the shopping center where the shooting occurred captured the deadly incident. The tapes 

are not expected to be released until Loughner’s trial.   

 

On January 23, Loughner was indicted on federal charges of shooting Giffords and two of her staffers, 

with  State and federal charges for killing six people and wounding ten others pending.  Legal experts 

expect Loughner to go for an insanity defense.  On January 24, Loughner was arraigned in federal court 

in Phoenix.  Loughner pleaded not guilty to charges of attempting to kill Giffords and two of her aides.   

Arizona is expected to file state charges for the other six people killed and ten wounded.   Loughner was 

smiling when he entered the court, and did not speak at today's hearing.  

 

The Tucson shooting loomed over President Obama's State of the Union address, as he called for 

bipartisanship and cooperation among lawmakers in dealing with major legislation.  A single seat was 

left empty for Giffords among the Arizona delegation.  Lawmakers wore a black and white ribbon in 

memory of the Tucson shooting victims.  Giffords' husband astronaut Mark Kelly was invited to attend 

but chose to remain in Houston by his wife’s side to watch the president's speech from her hospital 

room.  News sources reported that Jared Loughner researched political assassinations, solitary 

confinement and lethal injection cases on the Internet before his January 8 shooting rampage.  

Prosecutors hope to use the information, along with notes seized in his home, to indicate that he was not 

insane and knew what he was doing. 

 

On February 4, astronaut Mark Kelly talked publicly for the first time about his decision to command 

one of the final flights of the space shuttle.  Kelly shared that, at one point, he knew he could not leave 

his wife's side, given her condition.  He said that now that Giffords has improved significantly, he 

knows that she would want it no other way.  This will be Kelly’s fourth trip to space.   

 

On February 8, two new laws were introduced in Arizona, in the wake of the shooting.  The first bans 

the sale of large capacity gun magazines of the kind one used by Loughner.  The other requires 

educational institutions to notify authorities about terminations and suspensions resulting from violence 

or violent behavior.  Loughner had been expelled from a community college because of disturbing 

behavior.  Meantime, four weeks after being shot in the head, Congresswoman Giffords is beginning to 

regain her speech.    

 

The City of Tucson announced that it is honoring the youngest victim of last month's shooting tragedy 

by renaming a park after her.  A new federal courthouse in Arizona will be named after Federal Judge 

John Roll.  The University of Arizona honored the victims by opening an institute to advance civility in 

political debate.  Former presidents Bill Clinton and George H. W. Bush will serve as honorary 

chairmen of the national institute for civil discourse.   

 

On March 4, a federal grand jury in Phoenix returned a 49-count indictment against Jared Loughner, 

charging him with the murders of federal Judge John Roll and Gabe Zimmerman. Loughner pleaded not 

guilty to four dozen federal charges.  On March, the news is that Congresswoman Giffords plans to 

attend the April 19 launch of the shuttle Endeavour, a mission that will be commanded by her husband, 

astronaut Mark Kelly.  At the close of the quarter, a federal judge revised his original ruling which 

allowed Loughner to have a mental competency exam conducted by a psychiatrist of his choice.  The 

new ruling calls for the court to appoint any alternative psychiatrist. 
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ABC-13 PUBLIC SERVICE CAMPAIGNS 

 

ABC-13 Spring Blood Drive  
ABC-13 held its annual Spring Blood Drive on March 18, sponsored in partnership with the Gulf Coast 

Regional Blood Center, with corporate sponsorship by Star Furniture and Jane Eyre, the movie.  The 

drive was held at ABC-13 studios, from 6:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.  Other locations included Blood Center 

neighborhood donor centers and various area malls.  This year, the drive collected 877 donations of 

blood.  The donations help the Blood Center meet the need for 1,000 donations every day in order to 

serve patients in the region.    
 

Disney KaBoom! Project 

On Friday March 4, ABC-13 joined Disney’s Magic of Healthy Living and designer KaBOOM! to help 

build a playground for KIPP Legacy Preparatory School in Northeast Houston.  ABC-13 volunteers 

joined KaBoom!, Disney Corporate Community Outreach staff and community volunteers to create a 

unique play space for the school, which had no outdoors playground.  The new KaBOOM! space will 

enhance the students’ learning experience by providing an outdoors setting for exercise, play and 

educational activities. 

 

Media Sponsorships 

ABC-13 served as a media sponsor for several charity events and public service campaigns, providing 

promotions through Community Spotlight PSAs and website announcements.  In the first quarter, ABC-

13 supported the following community service efforts:  American Heart Association ―National Go Red 

Day,‖ Dress for Success S.O.S. - Send One Suit Campaign, American Cancer Society ―Oscar Night 

America,‖ The Beacon Day Shelter for the Homeless, Pin Oak Charity Horse Show, City of Kemah Pan 

Jam Festival, Dr. Marnie Rose Foundation Run for the Rose, National Association of Letter Carriers 

―Stamp Out Hunger‖ Food Drive, Houston Association of Hispanic Media Professionals Scholarship 

Gala and Houston Community College Fashion Show of Student Designs.  The station also supported 

the Souper Bowl of Caring Food Drive, the Crohn’s & Colitis Foundation’s Winter Ball and the 

Chevron Houston Marathon, which raises funds for local charities. 

 

Public Service Announcements 

ABC-13 aired PSAs from local and national nonprofit and government sources addressing a full range 

of public issues and concerns--from health and education to public safety and the environment.   

 

Rodeo Specials 

ABC-13 supported the Houston Livestock Show & Rodeo, which raises funds for youth scholarships 

and educational programs. The station promoted and covered this annual event through news stories and 

the following specials: 

   

Rodeo Houston:  Have You Seen Me Lately.  Air Date Feb. 20, 10:35 p.m. 
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2011 Rodeo Houston Pre-Parade.  Air Date:  Feb. 26, 9:30 a.m. 

2011 Houston Livestock Show & Rodeo Parade.  Air Date:  Feb. 26, 10:00 a.m. 

Rodeo Houston:  Unstoppable.  Air Date:  Mar. 6, 10:35 p.m. 

Rodeo Houston Jr. Steer Auction.  Air Date:  Mar. 12, 12:00 p.m.  Re-Broadcast:  10:35 p.m. 

Rodeo Houston School Art Auction.  Live Air Date:  Mar. 13, 12:00 p.m.  Re-Broadcast:  11:05 p.m. 

 

Connect with Kids 

 

ABC-13’s ―Connect with Kids‖ campaign is designed to educate the community about character, life 

skills and drug-free school initiatives.  The campaign is conducted with corporate support from 

Depelchin Children’s Center.  Campaign promotions include on-air spots, weekly news reports and 

website resources that help parents guide their children as they grow and develop intellectually and 

socially.  ABC-13 aired a ―Connect with Kids‖ special titled Lost and Found, on March 26, 12:30 to 

1:00 p.m., as part of this campaign. 

 

A Better Community 

 

This year-long campaign focuses on issues that are important to America’s families.  PSA’s offered a 

message on the importance of volunteering in public service activities to help build a better community. 

 

 

WEBSITE RESOURCES 

 

The station’s website abc13.com features information, video streaming and links corresponding to its 

news reports, programs, PSAs and public service campaigns.  These informational resources cover a 

wide range of topics, from news issues, current events and weather to health and consumer concerns.  

The website streams Eyewitness News reports and ABC-13 Community Close Up programs.  It provides 

Doppler radar weather updates and traffic information.  In the first quarter, abc13.com featured content 

pertaining to the station’s Connect with Kids campaign, ABC-13 Spring Blood Drive and Disney’s 

KaBoom! playground construction project.  The website also posted ABC-13 Community Spotlight PSA 

content and provided a calendar venue for community event listings.      
 


