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ABC-13 - LOCAL PROGRAMS 

1st Quarter 2016 

 

 

 

ABC-13 PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMS 

 

ABC-13 broadcasts four locally-produced programs listed below under its public affairs banner ABC-13 

Community Close Up.  The half-hour magazine format programs address a wide range of subjects of 

interest to the community, from hard issues and social service topics to human interest stories and 

culture and entertainment.  The programs are broadcast on ABC-13’s Channel 13.1 on Sunday mornings 

at 5:30 a.m., noon and 12:30 p.m.  The programs are re-aired on the station’s Channel 13.2. 

 

City View 

Issues and topics concerning the community at-large.   

Regular air date - first Sunday of the month at noon.  Among the issues discussed this quarter include:  a 

discussion on the backlash felt by Muslims following the terrorist attacks by Islamic extremists in 

California and France. Houston Interfaith Activist Saadia Faruqi discusses why many Muslims in 

Houston worry about their safety and what they can do to counter the backlash.  We profiled Casa Child 

Advocates of Montgomery County, an organization working to help neglected children find safe, 

nurturing and permanent homes.  Anchor Art Rascon traveled to Cuba for a half-hour look at how 

improving relations with the United States could possibly lead to an economic benefit for Houston.  We 

profiled a new approach to discipline in the Fort Bend Independent School District called “restorative 

discipline,” which focuses on preventing bad behavior as opposed to punishing it.                 

 

Crossroads 

Issues and topics concerning the African American community.   

Regular air date - second, third and fourth Sunday of the month, at noon.  Among the issues discussed 

include: a discussion on the water crisis in Flint, Michigan.  We spoke to Texas Southern University’s 

Dr. Robert Bullard, the nation’s leading voice on the issue of environment justice.  An interview with 

Sylvester Turner, Houston’s new mayor, on his vision for the city.  A look at how African American 

women are affected by breast cancer and details on an organization called the “Sisters Network” created 

to focus attention on the impact of the disease in the Black community.  We previewed an event called 

Construction Contractors College, a free program designed to give minority and small business owners a 

better chance at landing lucrative construction contracts.   A discussion on Houston’s civil rights 

struggle, focusing on some of the pioneers in the Houston movement.  We previewed the inaugural 

Houston Black Restaurant Week, which spotlights the city’s African American restaurants, chefs and 

caterers.   We interviewed new Harris County Commissioner Gene Locke, who was appointed to serve 

out the term of longtime Commissioner El Franco Lee, who died suddenly in January.  The County 

Commissioner’s job is one of the most powerful offices in Harris County government.  A profile of 

NASA Johnson Space Center’s African American Employee Resource Group which helps to ensure 

diversity in JSC’s workforce.  An interview with the 2016 winner of the MLK Oratory competition.       
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Visions 

Issues and topics concerning the Asian/Pacific-American community. 

Regular air date - first Sunday of the month, at 12:30pm.  Among the issues discussed this  

quarter include: a look at growing anti-Muslim sentiment in the U.S. and comparisons it is drawing 

to the treatment of Japanese-Americans during World War 2.  We spoke to the president of the Japanese 

American Citizens League and a local Muslim activist.  We interviewed Steve Le, Houston City  

Council’s newest Asian member.  We spotlighted Jane Seam, the wife of Consul General of France in 

Houston who has created a mini-cultural center in her home.  We spotlighted a series of workshops  

designed to help those in the Asian community, especially women, on the fundamentals of filing IRS 

taxes.  We spoke to Chef Manabu Horiuchi of Kata Robata Restaurant after he was named a semi- 

finalist for a coveted James Beard Restaurant and Chef Award.  We profiled the Young Leader’s  

Institute, a week-long program that prepares high school students for the 21
st
 century job market.  It 

is put on by the Asia Society Texas Center. 

 

 

 

Viva Houston 

Issues and topics concerning the Latino community. 

Regular air date - second, third and fourth Sunday of the month, at 5:30am and 12:30pm.  Among the 

issues discussed this quarter include: an interview with Martha Montalvo, the Houston Police 

Department’s first Hispanic chief.  A profile on a local organization called “Making It Better,” which is 

working to improve reading standards for Hispanic youngsters.  We spotlighted Karina Gonzalez, the 

Houston Ballet’s first Hispanic principal dancer.  We interviewed the candidates for the heavily 

Hispanic U.S. Congressional District 29.  Incumbent Gene Green was challenged by former Harris 

County Sheriff and former friend, Adrian Garcia.  Green won the primary election in March.  We 

examined why Hispanics feel the least prepared for retirement.  We spoke to a Financial Advisor about 

some of the reasons why and some tips for planning for retirement.  We profiled an organization 

working to improve the quality of life for Hispanic women who are survivors of abuse.  We spoke to a 

young girl who traveled to Mexico for a glimpse at Pope Francis but ended up getting a special blessing 

from the Pontiff.  We profiled Andres’ Orozco-Estrada, the Houston Symphony’s first Hispanic Music 

Director.  We profiled “Nuestra Palabra,” an organization founded to promote Hispanic literature and 

literacy.  We profiled Chef Hugo Ortega of Hugo’s Restaurant after he was named a finalist for the 

James Beard Award.   We previewed the inaugural Immigrant Entrepreneur Conference, which aims to 

help immigrant-owned businesses find success.  Immigrant-owned businesses are the fastest growing 

business market in the U.S.       

 

ABC-13 NEWS PROGRAMS 

 

 

13 Eyewitness News 

The following Eyewitness News programs aired live on Channel 13.1 in the first quarter. Selected news 

programs aired live simultaneously or were re-broadcasted on Channel 13.2. 

 

Eyewitness News at 4:30 AM (Weekdays 4:30 – 5:00am) 

Eyewitness News at 5:00 AM (Weekdays 5:00 – 5:30am) 

Eyewitness News at 5:30 AM (Weekdays 5:30 – 6:00am) 

Eyewitness News at 6:00 AM (Weekdays 6:00 – 7:00am) 

Tom Koch, Samica Knight and meteorologist Travis Herzog anchor these three half-hour and one one-

hour morning newscasts.  The programs cover the latest overnight news, weather, sports, traffic reports 

and money-saving tips from Patricia Lopez. 
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Eyewitness News at 11:00 AM (Weekdays 11:00 Am -12:00pm) 

Melanie Lawson, Art Rascon and meteorologist Casey Curry anchor this midday newscast. The program 

covers the latest news and weather, as well as entertainment news.  

 

Eyewitness News at 4:00 PM (Weekdays  4:00 – 5:00pm) 

Eric Barajas, Ilona Carson and chief meteorologist Tim Heller anchor this one-hour newscast.  The 

program includes the latest news and weather and money-saving tips from Patricia Lopez.  

 

Eyewitness News Live at Five (Weekdays 5:00 - 5:30pm) 

Art Rascon, Melanie Lawson and chief meteorologist Tim Heller anchor this half-hour evening newscast 

covering the latest news, weather and sports.    

 

Eyewitness News at 6 PM  (Weekdays 6:00-6:30pm) 

Gina Gaston, Dave Ward, chief meteorologist Tim Heller and sports director Greg Bailey anchor this 

half-hour newscast covering the latest news, sports and weather. 

 

Eyewitness News at 6:30 PM   (Weekdays 6:00-6:30pm) 
Ilona Carson, Erik Barajas, chief meteorologist Tim Heller and sports director Greg Bailey anchor this half-hour newscast 

covering the latest news, sports and weather. 

 

Eyewitness News at 10 PM (Weekdays 10:00 - 10:30pm) 

Ilona Carson, Gina Gaston, Erik Barajas, chief meteorologist Tim Heller and sports director Greg Bailey 

anchor this late evening half-hour newscast, covering the latest news, weather and sports.   

 

Eyewitness News at 5:30 AM (Saturdays 5:30 – 6:00am) 

Eyewitness News at 6:00 AM (Saturdays 6:00 – 7:00am)  

Chauncy Glover, Mayra Moreno and meteorologist Elita Loresca anchor these newscasts reporting the 

latest news, weather and sports. 
 

Eyewitness News at 6:00 PM (Saturdays 6:00 – 6:30pm) 

Eyewitness News at 10 PM (Saturdays 10:00 – 10:30pm) 

Tom Abrahams, Natasha Barrett, meteorologist David Tillman and sportscaster Bob Slovak anchor these 

news programs covering the latest news, weather and sports. 

 

Eyewitness News at 6 AM (Sundays 6:00 – 7:00am) 

Eyewitness News at 8 AM (Sundays 8:00 – 10:00am) 

Chauncy Glover, Mayra Moreno and meteorologist Elita Loresca anchor these Saturday morning 

newscasts reporting the latest news, weather and sports.    

 

Eyewitness News at 5:30 PM (Sundays 5:30 – 6:00pm) 

Eyewitness News at 10 PM (Sundays 10:00 – 10:30pm) 

Tom Abrahams, Natasha Barrett, meteorologist David Tillman and sportscaster Bob Slovak anchor these 

Sunday evening news programs covering the latest news, weather and sports. 
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LOCALLY PRODUCED PROGRAMS 

 

Channel 13.1 Programming 

 

ABC-13 Presents 

ABC-13 Presents productions are locally produced specials covering a full range of subjects, including 

medical topics, the environment, consumer reports, health and beauty, sports, the arts and events that 

impact Houstonians.  ABC-13 Presents programs regularly air on Channel 13.1.  On January 9, 2016 we 

aired “Texans Playoff Run” at 1pm.  On January 16, 2016 we aired “The Invisible Disease” at 5pm.  On 

January 17, 2016, we aired the 2016 Chevron Houston Marathon at 7am.  That same evening, we aired 

Chevron Houston Marathon: The Finish Line at 10:35pm.  On January 23, we aired a Houston Auto 

Show Special at 6:30pm.  On February 6, we aired the 2016 Galveston Mardi Gras Parade at 10:35pm.  

On February 27, we aired the 2016 Houston Livestock Show & Rodeo Parade at 10am.  And on March 

19, we aired the 2016 Rodeo Houston Jr. Steer Auction at noon.   

 

Sports Programs 

The 13 Eyewitness News sports anchor team presents several programs throughout the year highlighting 

the latest sports news.  On January 3 and 10 at 10:30pm we aired “Inside the Game” which recapped the 

Houston Texans playoff appearance.  The show was hosted by ABC-13 Sport Director Greg Bailey and 

former NFL player, Spencer Tillman.    

 

Channel 13.2 Programming 

ABC-13’s Channel 13.2 features a variety of locally produced programs, including 13Eyewitness News, 

ABC-13 Presents, ABC-13 Community Close Up and Live Well HD Network.  Channel 13.2 also features 

children’s programs and local high school football games. 

 

Live Well HD Network 

Launched by the 8 ABC-owned television stations, Live Well HD Network programs help viewers 

improve their daily lives.  The network airs on Channel 13.2.  The network consists of numerous half-

hour programs covering a variety of lifestyle topics, including: 

Motion – outdoor activities 

Say Ahh – health and medicine 

Advice for Life – personal growth 

Mirror, Mirror – beauty and fashion (locally produced by KTRK) 

Deals – money-saving tips (locally produced by KTRK) 

Let’s Dish – health cooking 

Home with Lisa Quinn – interior design 

 

Channel 13.3 Programming 

The station’s HDTV Channel 13.3 broadcasts Laff TV, featuring vintage television comedy reruns.  

Channel 13.3 also features children’s programs.   
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ABC TELEVISION NETWORK NEWS 

 

ABC-13 broadcasts all ABC Television Network news programs and special reports.  The network’s 

report entitled, “ABC-TV Network First Quarter 2016 Program Information,” is filed separately.  A 

copy of the report is filed in ABC-13’s Public Inspection File. 
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ABC-13 - CORE ISSUES 

1st Quarter 2016 

 

 

 

CORE ISSUES 

 

ABC-13 gave significant coverage to the following community issues and concerns arising in the first 

quarter of 2016: 

 

1.  Killing Fields Search for Bodies 

2.  Pope Francis Visit to Mexico 

3.  Pizzeria Murder 

4.  Sunnyside Neighborhood Crime 

5.  1-10 Flooding 

  

 

The station’s coverage of these core issues is detailed in the next section of this report. 
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ABC-13 - CORE ISSUES COVERAGE 

1st Quarter 2016 

 

 

 

 

KILLING FIELDS SEARCH FOR BODIES   

  

Eyewitness News.  Air Dates:   February 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 

26, 27, 28, 29, 30  March 8, 9, 10, 11, 14, 15, 16, 17, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 28, 29.  Total coverage:  4 

Hours 32 Minutes  

 

13 Eyewitness News reported on the search for human remains in a Brazoria County pasture nicknamed 

The Killing Fields.  Authorities were searching for the bodies of Jessica Cain and Kelli Cox.  Cain, a 17-

year old Galveston County girl, disappeared after leaving a high school musical performance.  Her truck, 

with her purse locked inside, was found on the side of a freeway.  Cox, a 20-year old University of 

North Texas student, went missing after a tour of the Denton jail.  The searches began after authorities 

pulled 54-year old William Lewis Reece from his Huntsville prison cell, where he is serving a 60-year 

sentence for aggravated kidnapping of a female victim, and brought him to Galveston County for 

questioning.  Investigators identified Reece as a possible suspect in the cases after he was charged with 

the first-degree murder and kidnapping of 19-year old Tiffany Johnson, who vanished from an 

Oklahoma car wash, when advances in DNA testing connected him to her death.  He has not yet entered 

a plea in the case.  Reece has been in the Huntsville state prison since 1998.  Crews did find human 

bones at the Brazoria County site but have not yet determined who they belong to.  Authorities continue 

to question Reece and say they fear he may have preyed on other women.     

 

 

POPE FRANCIS VISIT TO MEXICO 

 

Eyewitness News.  Air Dates:   February 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19.  Total Coverage:  

2 Hours 12 Minutes  

 

13 Eyewitness News reported on Pope Francis’ visit to Mexico, the world’s second largest Catholic 

country.  It was the Pope’s second trip to Latin America as head of the Catholic Church.  ABC-13 

reporter Elissa Rivas traveled to Mexico for the Pontiff’s visit.  She did several live shots, including 

Mass from Sun Bowl stadium.  She also profiled Houstonians who traveled to Mexico with hopes of 

seeing the Pope.              

 

                                                          PIZZERIA MURDER 

 

Eyewitness News.  Air Dates:   February 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31.  March 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 

6, 7, 12, 15, 16.   Total Coverage:  1 Hour 43 Minutes  

 

13 Eyewitness News reported extensively on the murder of 19-year old Peter Mielke.  Mielke was an 

employee at Reginelli’s Pizzeria when a suspect entered the building and allegedly demanded money.  

Police said when Mielke did not open the cash register fast enough, he was shot.  ABC-13 broadcast 

surveillance video that showed the suspect approaching the building.  Kiara Elijahjuan Taylor, 26, has 

been charged with capital murder in connection with Mielke’s death and the robbery.  He has not yet 
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entered a plea.  Prosecutors said that Taylor’s sister told authorities she suspected her brother was 

involved.  ABC-13 reported on the impact Mielke’s death had on friends and family and their efforts to 

identify his killer and honor his memory.          

 

 

 

SUNNYSIDE NEIGHBORHOOD CRIME 

 

Eyewitness News.  Air Dates:   January 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21.  February 14, 15, 16, 

17, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25.  March 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29.  Total Coverage:   3 Hours 03 Minutes 

 

13 Eyewitness News closely followed the wave of violence plaguing Houston’s Sunnyside 

neighborhood.  In one case, a 95-year old woman was assaulted in her home.  The suspect is still on the 

loose.  In another case, a man was gunned down with an assault rifle while sitting in a car at a gas 

station.  A second person was killed when a car fleeing the scene ran over a bystander.  ABC-13 

reported on efforts to end the violence led by community residents, activists, religious leaders and 

Houston Police.  One report focused on a push to encourage neighborhood residents who witness crimes 

to report them.  ABC-13 also reported on “Turnaround Houston,” an initiative launched by Mayor 

Sylvester Turner to address barriers to employment in Houston’s low-income communities.  The first 

event was held in Sunnyside.         

 

 

INTERSTATE-10 FLOODING  

 

Eyewitness News.  Air Dates:   March 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25.  Total Coverage:   2 Hours 44 

Minutes. 

 

13 Eyewitness News followed the shutdown of Interstate-10 in both directions at the Texas-Louisiana 

border following heavy rains and flooding from the Sabine River.  The shutdown backed up traffic for 

miles and forced motorists on I-10 to detour north onto I-49, adding another 4-6 hours to trips east into 

Louisiana.   ABC-13 reported live from the flooding zone and traveled to the town of Deweyville, which 

suffered heavy flooding.  ABC-13 crews also reported on rescues from other low-lying areas in the 

Orange-Beaumont area.  Texas Governor Greg Abbot declared more than two dozen counties disaster 

areas, clearing the way for affected residents to seek government help.   The interstate reopened after 4 

days.       
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FCC ISSUES REPORT – 1st Quarter 2016 

January - March 

KTRK-TV  

 

 

ABC-13 - PUBLIC SERVICE 

1st Quarter 2016 

 

 

 

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PSA Submissions 

The station airs selected PSAs submitted by local, regional and national nonprofit entities.  Broadcasted 

on regular PSA rotation, the spots cover a wide range of subjects and interests -- from health, education 

and issues addressing children’s concerns to drug abuse prevention, public safety and the environment.   

 

Community Spotlight PSAs 

ABC-13 regularly produces and broadcasts 15 and 30-second public service announcements under its 

Community Spotlight banner.  The announcements promote the public service programs and activities of 

local nonprofit organizations, community groups and government entities.  The spots are broadcast on 

regular PSA rotation schedules and in special time slots on weekdays between 3:00 and 4:00 p.m. 

 

In the first quarter, the station produced and broadcasted PSAs promoting the MLK Oratory 

Competition; Black History Month; Dress for Success and the American Heart Association.    

 

 

ABC-13 PUBLIC SERVICE CAMPAIGNS 

 

Chevron Houston Marathon 

ABC-13 provided live television coverage of the Chevron Houston Marathon from 7am – 10am on 1/17.  

ABC-13 also did a recap special on 1/17 from 10:35pm – 11:05pm.  Additional coverage included 

promotional spots and digital presence on www.abc13.com.  Corporate sponsors are Chevron, Aramco, 

ABB and Bank of Texas. 

 

Crohn’s & Colitis Foundation/ABC-13’s Women of Distinction 

ABC-13 in partnership with Mercedes Benz Dealers of Greater Houston and the Crohn’s & Colitis 

Foundation of America created a multi-platform campaign designed to promote awareness and 

donations for the local CCFA chapter.  The campaign this quarter consisted of :60 vignettes, 

ABC13.com elements and sponsorship of the 2016 Winter Ball on 1/23.  Corporate sponsor is Mercedes 

Benz of Greater Houston. 

 

Galveston Mardi Gras Special 

ABC-13 covered the Mardi Gras Parade live from Galveston.  The show aired on 2/6 from 10:35pm – 

11:35pm with repeats on 2/7 from 11pm – 12 midnight.  Additional coverage included promotional 

spots, as well as a digital contest.  Corporate sponsor is Landry’s Restaurants, Inc. 

 

Tour de Houston 

http://www.abc13.com/
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ABC-13 is the official TV sponsor of the Bike Race on 3/20 in Downtown Houston.  ABC-13 

supported the race with on-air spots and digital elements, as well as inclusion in our March 5 “Check 

This Out Houston” program.   Corporate sponsor is Apache. 

Easter Seals 

ABC-13 created a “Corporate Salute” featuring the presenting sponsor Prosperity Bank, inviting people 

to sign up for the Easter Seals walk on April 8.  Corporate sponsor is Prosperity Bank.     

 

Houston Can Academy 

On-air campaign asking viewers to donate their used cars to Houston Can Academy to help fund the 

program.  Corporate sponsor is Houston Can Academy. 

 

TUTS 

Theatre Under the Stars is Houston’s premiere musical theatre and arts education non-profit 

organization.  ABC-13 currently runs on-air promos supporting the community musical performances.  

Corporate sponsor is Theatre Under the Stars. 

 

Gulf Coast Regional Blood Center 

ABC-13 runs an on-air commercial schedule promoting the “give blood” message.  In addition, ABC-13 

hosted a Blood Drive event on 3/11.  Sponsor is Gulf Coast Regional Blood Center. 

 

Texas Children’s Hospital/Promise Campaign 

This is an on-air campaign highlighting research and success stories happening at Texas Children’s 

Hospital.  Campaign includes one segment per week in the 6pm news hour, as well as promotional spots 

and digital inclusion.  ABC-13 will donate up to $100,000 for all donations made as part of the Promise 

Campaign.  Sponsor is Texas Children’s Hospital. 

 

Pick Your Pet 

ABC-13 started the 1
st
 annual “Pick Your Pet” campaign in partnership with the Houston SPCA.  On-air 

promos directed people to the drive on 3/23, as well as to the Houston SPCA to donate or to adopt a pet.  

Additional coverage included digital inclusion, as well as a social media push on ABC-13 social media 

platforms.  Corporate sponsors include Smart Financial Credit Union, Gillman Subaru and Brilliant 

Energy. 

  

Houston Symphony 

ABC-13 is the official broadcast partner of the Houston Symphony.  This quarter, our partnership was 

highlighted by promo spots and vignettes driving people to purchase tickets to their upcoming events.  

Digital inclusion of this partnership, including a feature page and promo banners, was also promoted.  

Corporate sponsor is the Houston Symphony. 

 

Pin Oak Charity Horse Show 

Inclusion as a segment in our March 5 “Check This Out” program.  Corporate sponsor is Pin Oak 

Charity Horse Show. 

 

AARP 

Inclusion as a segment in our February 6 “Check This Out” program.  Corporate sponsor is AARP. 

 

Change a Life/Donate Today 

ABC-13 and Goodwill partner to highlight a monthly volunteer or employee whose life has changed 

through the power of work.  Campaign is designed to increase awareness that donations can change 
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people’s lives.  ABC-13 runs promotional spots and digital elements on ABC-13 digital platforms to 

promote the campaign.  Sponsor is Goodwill of Houston. 

 

 

COMMUNITY FORUMS 

 

ABC-13 periodically holds community forums in various neighborhoods in the Houston area.  The 

forums provide a venue for station representatives to learn about issues of highest concern from 

community leaders for possible coverage on news and public affairs programs. 

 
 

WEBSITE RESOURCES 

 

The station’s website abc13.com features information, video streaming and links corresponding to its 

news reports, programs, PSAs and public service campaigns.  These informational resources cover a 

wide range of subjects, from news issues, current events and weather topics to health and consumer 

concerns.  The website also features video streaming of ABC-13 Community Close Up public affairs 

programs.  It also provides Doppler radar weather updates and traffic information.  In addition, 

abc13.com provides a calendar venue for community event postings.  In the first quarter, the website 

featured content coinciding with ABC-13’s public service campaigns: ABC-13’s Blood Drive, Chevron 

Houston Marathon and Pick Your Pet drive. 

 

 


