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ABC-13 – LOCAL PROGRAMS 

3rd Quarter 2011 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY CLOSE UP PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMS 

 

ABC-13 broadcasts four locally-produced public affairs programs listed below under its ABC-13 

Community Close Up banner. The half-hour magazine format programs address a wide range of subjects 

of interest to the community, from hard issues and social service topics to human interest stories and 

culture and entertainment.  The programs are broadcasted on an alternating schedule on ABC-13’s 

Channel 13.1 on Sunday mornings at 11:00 and 11:30 a.m. 

 

City View   Issues and topics concerning the community at-large.   

                   Regular air date - first Sunday of the month, 11:00 a.m. 

 

Crossroads    Issues and topics concerning the African American community. 

   Regular air dates - second, third and fourth Sunday of the month, 11:00 a.m. 

 

Visions             Issues and topics concerning the Asian Pacific American community. 

                         Regular air date - first Sunday of the month, 11:30 a.m. 

 

Viva Houston    Issues and topics concerning the Latino community. 

   Regular air dates - second, third and fourth Sunday of the month, 11:30 a.m. 

 

 

13 EYEWITNESS NEWS PROGRAMS 

 

The following Eyewitness News programs are broadcasted live on Channel 13.1. 

 

Eyewitness News at 4:30 AM (Weekdays 4:30 – 5:00am) 

Eyewitness News at 5:00 AM (Weekdays 5:00 – 5:30am) 

Eyewitness News at 5:30 AM (Weekdays 5:30 – 6:00am) 

Eyewitness News at 6:00 AM (Weekdays 6:00 – 7:00am) 

Tom Koch, Sharron Melton, Don Nelson and meteorologist Casey Curry anchored these morning 

newscasts, covering the latest overnight news, weather, sports and traffic. 

 

Eyewitness News at 11:00 AM (Weekdays 11:00 Am -12:00pm) 

Melanie Lawson, Ilona Carson and meteorologist Travis Herzog anchor these midday newscasts. The 

program covers the latest news and weather as well as entertainment news by Don Nelson.  

 

Eyewitness News at 4:00 PM (Weekdays 4:00 – 5:00pm) 

Eric Barajas, Ilona Carson and meteorologist Travis Herzog anchor this one-hour newscast.  The 

program includes the latest news and weather, consumer reports by Jeff Ehling and health reports by 

Christi Myers.  
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Eyewitness News Live at Five (Weekdays 5:00 - 5:30pm) 

Art Rascon, Melanie Lawson and chief meteorologist Tim Heller anchor this half-hour evening newscast 

covering the latest news, weather and sports.   

 

Eyewitness News at 6 PM (Weekdays 6:00-7:00pm) 

Gina Gaston, Dave Ward, chief meteorologist Tim Heller and sports director Bob Allen anchor this one-

hour newscast covering the latest news, weather and sports. 

 

Eyewitness News at 10 PM (Weekdays 10:00 - 10:30pm) 

Dave Ward, Gina Gaston, chief meteorologist Tim Heller and sports director Bob Allen anchor this late 

evening newscast covering the latest news, weather and sports.   

 

Eyewitness News at 5:30 AM (Saturdays 5:30 – 6:00am) 

Eyewitness News at 6:00 AM (Saturdays 6:00 – 7:00am) 

Eyewitness News at 8:00 AM (Saturdays 8:00 – 9:00am, 7/1/11-9/2/11; 8:00-10am, 9/3/11-9/30/11) 

Elissa Rivas, Katie McCall and meteorologist David Tillman anchor these Saturday morning newscasts, 

reporting the latest news, weather and sports. 

 

Eyewitness News at 6:00 PM (Saturdays 6:00 – 6:30pm) 

Eyewitness News at 10 PM (Saturdays 10:00 – 10:30pm) 

Tom Abrahams, Adela Uchida, meteorologist David Tillman and sportscaster Tim Melton anchor these 

Saturday evening news programs covering the latest news, weather and sports. 

 

Eyewitness News at 6 AM (Sundays 6:00 – 7:00am) 

Eyewitness News at 8 AM (Sundays 8:00 – 9:00am) 

Elissa Rivas, Katie McCall and meteorologist David Tillman anchor these Sunday morning newscasts 

reporting the latest news, weather and sports.    

 

Eyewitness News at 5:30 PM (Sundays 5:30 – 6:00pm) 

Eyewitness News at 10 PM (Sundays 10:00 – 10:30pm) 

Tom Abrahams, Adela Uchida, meteorologist David Tillman and sportscaster Tim Melton anchor these 

Sunday evening news programs covering the latest news, weather and sports. 

 

 

WEATHER SPECIALS 

 

Tapping the expertise of the 13 Eyewitness News weather anchor team, weather specials addressing 

hurricane preparedness and tropical storm projections customarily air at the start of the hurricane season.    

The programs are broadcasted on Channels 13.1, 13.2 and 13.3.   ABC-13 re-aired its hurricane weather 

special, Eye on the Gulf:  Remembering Allison & Carla on Channel 13.2 and Channel 13.3 in the third 

quarter. 

 

SPORTS PROGRAMS 

 

The 13 Eyewitness News sports anchor team presents several programs throughout the year highlighting 

the latest sports news.  Other sports programs spotlight the Houston Texans, including pre-season 

football specials.  In addition, ABC-13 presents live broadcasts of selected area high school football 

games on Channels 13.2 and Channel 13.3. 
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ABC-13 PRESENTS 

 

ABC-13 Presents programs cover a wide range of subjects, from medical topics, the environment, 

consumer concerns to health and beauty, sports, the arts and events that impact Houstonians.  The 

programs air on Channels 13.1.  Selected programs are also broadcasted on Channels 13.2 and 13.3. 
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ABC TELEVISION PROGRAMS 

3rd Quarter 2011 

 

 

 

 

ABC TELEVISION NETWORK NEWS 

 

ABC-13 broadcasts all ABC Television Network news programs and special reports as well as other 

primetime programming.  The network’s report titled ―ABC Television Network Third Quarter 2011 

Program Information‖ is filed separately by the network.  A copy of the report is filed in ABC-13’s 

Public Inspection File. 
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FCC ISSUES REPORT – 3rd Quarter 2011 

July - September  

KTRK-TV  

 

 

ABC-13 - CORE ISSUES 

3rd Quarter 2011 

 

 

 

CORE ISSUES 

 

ABC-13 gave significant coverage to the following local community issues arising in the third quarter of 

2011: 

 

1. Debt Ceiling 

2. NASA Final Shuttle Launch 

3. Presidential Campaign 

4. Texas Drought 

5. Unemployment 

 

 

The station’s coverage of these issues on news and public affairs programs is detailed in the next section 

of this report.   

 

  



 7 

FCC ISSUES REPORT – 3rd Quarter 2011 

July - September   

KTRK TV 

 

 

  

ABC-13  CORE ISSUES COVERAGE 

3rd Quarter 2011 

 

 

 

DEBT CEILING 

 

13 Eyewitness News.  Air Dates:  July 1-3, 5-7, 8-24 & 26-31.  August 1-6, 8, 9, 12, 15, 17, 18 & 21.  

September 1-5, 9, 14, 16, 18-20, 24, 26 & 28.  Total Coverage:  4 Hours 2 Minutes 

Eyewitness News followed political developments concerning the federal deficit and the nation’s 

troubled economy.  Mid-July saw debates by lawmakers on issues pertaining to the president’s debt 

reduction plan in a stalemate.  A poll showed that about 20 percent of Republicans nationwide say no to 

taxes, with two-thirds of Americans saying spending cuts and tax increases are needed to reduce the 

deficit.  Among issues debated were those surrounding cuts to entitlement programs such as Social 

Security, Medicare and Medicaid.  While the White House worked out its plan, the House and the 

Senate made it clear that they were moving ahead with their own plans.   

 

On July 19, the House passed a Republican proposal that the GOP says will help solve the debt crisis.  

The bill cuts federal spending by $6 billion and requires a constitutional amendment to balance the 

budget.  Senate Democrats said they will defeat the bill.  On July 27, House GOP leaders postponed a 

vote to trade more than $1 trillion in spending cuts for an increase in the nation’s debt ceiling.  On 

August 1, just one day before the nation could default on its loans and face a major cash flow problem, 

the House passed a compromise bill.  The bill raised the debt ceiling by more than $2 trillion, preventing 

a loan default.  It also cut spending by $2.1 trillion over the next 10 years. The Senate passed the bill that 

afternoon, and President Obama signed the bill on August 2.  

 

The debt deal did not help Wall Street.  The stock market plummeted 266 points on August 2, the worst 

in almost three years. Despite having averted a catastrophic default, the U.S. lost its perfect credit rating.  

Moody’s Investors Service announced that the U.S. will retain its AAA bond rating for now, but 

Standard & Poor’s downgraded U.S. debt from AAA rating to AA+ rating.  It is the first downgrade of 

federal debt since the rating agency first evaluated U.S. debt in 1917.  The downgrade could create a 

ripple effect, causing consumer interest rates to rise on credit cards, mortgages and car loans.  

 

On September 8, President Barak Obama presented his American Jobs Act proposal in an address to 

Congress.  The president’s $450 billion plan calls for an extension of payroll tax cuts and an extension 

of benefits for the long-term unemployed in the U.S.  The plan also calls for $253 billion in tax cuts and 

$194 billion in federal spending.  President Obama wants to raise taxes on wealthy Americans as part of 

a plan to reduce the federal deficit.  The president rallied for his plan in Virginia, Ohio and North 

Carolina. A centerpiece of his plan is lower Social Security payroll taxes for individuals and businesses 

as well as funding for new spending to rebuild schools and roads.   

 

On September 19, President Obama unveiled his deficit reduction plan.  The president wants to 

implement ―the Buffet rule‖ by raising taxes on wealthy Americans to help pay for the plan. The 

president wants to increase the nation’s debt limit while also reducing the deficit.  He proposed $2 



 8 

trillion in total reductions from budget cuts and more than $400 billion in tax increases over the next 

decade.  Most of the savings would come from reduced military spending, as the U.S. wraps up the wars 

in Iraq and Afghanistan.  Savings would also come from trimming wasteful spending in Medicare.  The 

president’s plan would leave Social Security untouched.  Democrats say a $2 trillion deficit reduction 

would show credit rating agencies that the government is serious about reducing the debt. Republican 

House speaker John Boehner rejected the plan as bad leadership, saying the plan pits one group of 

Americans against another.  Obama said it is time to fight as hard for the American middle class as 

lobbyists and lawmakers have to protect special treatment for billionaires and big corporations. 

 

NASA FINAL SHUTTLE LAUNCH 

 

13 Eyewitness News.  Air Dates:  July 1-10, 13, 14, 11, 12, 15-23 & 27-29.  August 1-3, 5, 13, 15, 24-

26, 30 & 31.  Total Coverage:   3 Hours 49 Minutes 

 

The excitement of NASA’s final launch fades into reality at the Johnson Space Center, where the end of 

an era marks the end of a career for many NASA workers.  It is seen as part of a ―brain drain‖ that will 

send thousands of NASA contractors away from the space agency, with no real promise that they will 

return.  At its height, the shuttle program had 30,000 thousand employees. Today the program has about 

6,000.  By September, there will be about 1,000 employees.  The first shuttle was launched in 1981.  

There have been 135 flights over the 30-year program at a price tag of $196 billion. 

 

NASA and Johnson Space Center prepared the final launch of space shuttle Atlantis, scheduled for July 

8.  The four-astronaut crew arrived at Kennedy Space Center on July 5.  As many as a million spectators 

arrived at the Cape Canaveral area to witness the historic launch of shuttle Atlantis and the final lift-off 

for the space shuttle program. While preparations were underway for the shuttle launch, the battle 

continued over what will become of the shuttles after retirement.  Houston was snubbed when the 

announcement was made four months ago.   

 

Launch day approached, with the chance of storms in the forecast. On the day before the scheduled 

launch, lightening struck close to the shuttle, but the orbiter was not damaged.  On the scheduled launch 

date, NASA managers gave the go-ahead for the pouring of half a million gallons of liquid hydrogen and 

liquid oxygen into the shuttle’s fuel tank.  Eyewitness News reporter Tom Abrahams reported live from 

Jetty Park, outside the Kennedy Space Center.  With a forecast of a 70 percent chance of thunderstorms 

and rain, there was speculation that the launch could be delayed.  Space shuttle Atlantis blasted off on its 

final mission on July 8, at 10:26 a.m., on schedule. 

 

NASA workers in Alabama conducted the wakeup call for the Atlantis crew on July 9.  There are no 

more rescue shuttles.  If the crew should become stranded, they would have to be rescued by a Russian 

Soyuz capsule.  NASA announced that it will extend Atlantis' mission by one day.  Atlantis docked at 

the International Space Station.  The shuttle crew transferred supplies to the International Space Station.  

The astronauts used a robotic arm to pull a bus-sized cargo container full of groceries, supplies, and 

spare parts to keep the station running for the next year. On July 21, Atlantis touched down in Florida to 

the cheers of thousands of people who gathered to watch the return of the final flight of NASA’s space 

shuttle program. 

 

For the next few years, American astronauts will be ferried to the International Space Station by Russian 

Soyus capsules, while private companies will design spacecraft.  NASA administrator Charles Bolden 

said NASA will remain committed to human space flight, overseeing private development of travel to 

low earth orbit while focusing on long distance space flight. 
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PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN 

 

13 Eyewitness News.  Air Dates:  July 1-4, 11-15, 17-19, 24, 27, 29 & 30.  August 1, 2, 4, 5, 8-22 & 

24-31.  September 1-9, 12-15, 17, 18, 21, 23 & 24-30.  Total Coverage:  2 Hours 48 Minutes 

Eyewitness News reports followed political developments in the 2012 Republican primary presidential 

campaign.  News stories covered the emerging slate of Republican candidates, including the August 13 

announcement by Texas Governor Rick Perry that he will run for the presidential post.  News covered 

the politics and issues addressed by the candidates as they campaigned for office.  This included reports 

from New Hampshire, South Carolina, Texas, Oklahoma, California and New York.  Political issues 

addressed by the candidates included the recession, taxes, big government, unemployment, job creation, 

the federal deficit, immigration and environmental reform.  Perry was criticized for his comment about 

the leadership of the Federal Reserve chairman, which he described as ―treasonous.‖  Perry was heckled 

by a protestor in New Hampshire angered by the governor’s criticism of entitlement programs.  

Meantime, President Barak Obama pushed for voter support, pointing out that Perry cut education 

spending and teacher jobs in Texas.  The president focused on a new plan to boost the economy and 

reduce the deficit.  Republican presidential candidate Mitt Romney criticized the president’s plan, 

deeming it too little too late. 

 

On September 8, President Obama presented his proposed American Jobs Act in an address to Congress.  

The $447 billion plan includes an extension of payroll tax cuts and an extension of benefits for the long-

term unemployed in the U.S.  The plan also calls for $253 billion in tax cuts and $194 billion in federal 

spending.    The president rallied for his plan in Virginia, Ohio and North Carolina.  Centerpieces of his 

plan include lower Social Security payroll taxes for individuals and businesses, as well as funding for 

new spending to rebuild schools and roads.  On September 19, the president unveiled his deficit 

reduction plan for funding his jobs program.  The president wants to implement ―the Buffet rule‖ by 

raising taxes on wealthy Americans to help pay for the plan.  The president wants to cut two dollars in 

spending for every dollar raised.  Most of that would come from wrapping the wars in Iraq and 

Afghanistan and trimming wasteful spending in Medicare.  The plan would not impact Social Security.   

Pundits believe many elements of the plan will be a tough sell in the House of Representatives.   

 

In mid-August, a new Gallup poll indicates 74 percent of Americans do not approve of how the 

president is handling the economy.  The Gallup poll shows a very close presidential race, with President 

Obama and Governor Rick Perry head to head among registered voters, at 47 percent.  Former 

Massachusetts Governor Mitt Romney beat the president, 48 percent to 46.  The president beat Texas 

Congressman Ron Paul, 47 to 45 percent and Congresswoman Michele Bachmann, 48 to 44 percent. 

The same poll shows that, among Republican voters, Governor Perry has the strongest support, with 92 

percent saying they would vote for him.    

 

As the Republican front-runner for president, Governor Rick Perry took the brunt of the attacks at the 

September 13 Tea Party Republican Debate in Tampa, Florida.  His main opponent, former 

Massachusetts governor Mitt Romney, suggested that Perry doesn't deserve credit for creating jobs.  The 

candidates also pounced on Perry for his immigration policy that offered education credits for illegal 

immigrants and for calling Social Security a ―ponzi scheme.‖  He also took a hit from Iowa straw-poll 

winner Michele Bachmann on a decision Perry now calls a mistake—requiring young girls in Texas to 

get a vaccination against cervical cancer.  The panel of 8 candidates agreed on tax cuts and deregulation 

to fix the ailing economy.  Perry made a campaign promise that he will support a ban on gay marriage if 

elected, as did candidates Bachman, Romney and Rick Santorum.  Perry said that, if elected, he will take 

his record of cutting taxes and regulation to Washington, DC. 
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In mid-September, Perry harshly criticized President Obama during a press conference in New York 

City, stating that the president’s restrictions on Israel have strengthened the Palestinians’ position in 

negotiations with UN concerning statehood. 

 

In late September, after a shaky Republican debate performance and loss in the Florida GOP straw poll, 

Perry received good news regarding a CNN ORC International poll, which showed him with 28 percent 

of support from Republicans and independents leaning towards the GOP.  President Obama beat Perry, 

51 to 46 percent. 

 

At quarter’s end, another issue in the presidential campaign was the death of Al-Qaeda leader Al-Awlaki 

in a U.S. air strike in Yemen.  Texas Congressman and Republican presidential candidate Ron Paul 

condemned the killing of Al-Awlaki, calling it an assassination because the Al-Qaeda leader was a U.S. 

citizen who was never charged or tried for any crimes.  In other developments at the close of the third 

quarter, there was word that former New York Mayor Rudy Giuliani is considering running for 

president. 

 

   TEXAS DROUGHT 

 

13 Eyewitness News.  Air Dates:  July 1-31.  August 1-31.  September 1-30.  Total Coverage:   5 

Hours 49 Minutes 

The U.S. Drought Monitor map released in July showed that 75.5 percent of Texas in exceptional 

drought.  Texas struggled with severe drought conditions throughout the third quarter.  This has been the 

hottest summer on record for the state.  From June through September, there were 46 days of high 

temperatures at or above 100-degrees.  This caused the drought to intensify, with less than five inches of 

rain falling in some areas during that entire period.  This year will likely be one of the driest on record as 

well.  Weather and news reports focused on the lack of rain and subsequent effect on crops and 

increased fire danger.   

 

The state faced a severe wildfire season due to the drought.  In July, the White House granted ―major 

disaster‖ status to 45 counties in North and West Texas ravaged by wildfires in April and May. A 

wildfire that erupted on Labor Day weekend in Bastrop burned for nearly four weeks, fueled by strong 

winds.  The fire charred more than 34,000 acres. Two people died in that fire and 1,600 homes were 

burned.  Numerous wildfires erupted in the Southeast Texas and Greater Houston region.  The Riley 

Road fire scorched more than 19,000 acres in Montgomery, Waller and Grimes Counties.  Crews spent 

12 days battling the blaze.  The fire destroyed 76 homes and damaged 23 more. 

 

In September, a wildfire at George Bush Park in west Houston burned for several hours, fueled by gusty 

winds.  Authorities suspect that three more brush fires that erupted at the park may have been arson. The 

Houston Fire Department urged residents to take fire safety precautions.  The City of Houston banned 

smoking and the use of barbeque grills at city parks and public spaces, as did surrounding 

municipalities. The city estimates that there are more than 2,000 dead trees at city parks due to the 

drought.  Tree experts put the count of dead trees in the region in the thousands, with the count expected 

to rise for several years into the future. 

 

The drought also took its toll on water supply, with low levels reported at area lakes and reservoirs. The 

high heat and drought has led to aquifers falling to critical levels.  Extreme drought conditions could kill 

this year’s oyster harvest in the Gulf Coast.  Cities throughout the region called on residents to conserve 

water.  Houston and surrounding municipalities issued mandatory water restrictions.  Counties in the 

region joined others across the state, issuing burn and smoking bans.  On August 24 and September 30, 

the Gulf Coast region got rain and a brief relief from the dry heat. 
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High temperatures, extremely dry conditions and little rain caused the soil to shift, and this resulted in 

low water pressure and broken mains in Houston and other cities.  The City of Houston reported that 

crews have repaired more than 5,000 water leaks since June.  The dry soil conditions caused street the 

earth under street surfaces to shift.  This caused asphalt street surfaces to crack, creating a hazard for 

motorists.   

 

The statewide drought is causing dangerous snakes and other wildlife to move into urban areas in search 

of food and water.  The Texas AgriLife Extension Service estimates that Texas agriculture lost $152 

million through September 19.  One of the state’s leading climatologists says the current drought could 

last until 2020. 

 

Power usage peaked in late August as residents battled the record heat by turning up their air 

conditioners.  The Electric Reliability Council of Texas asked residents to conserve energy and to be 

prepared for possible rolling blackouts as record temperatures took its toll on the power grid. 

Government officials urged residents to conserve power.  Meantime, social services agencies and 

churches offered relief to residents with no air-conditioners by providing temporary cooling shelters and 

donations of drinking water, fans and air conditioners.  

 

UNEMPLOYMENT 

 

13 Eyewitness News.  Air Dates:  July 2, 6, 7-9, 11, 13-16, 22 & 28-30.  August 1, 2, 4-6, 8-12, 15-22, 

25 & 29-31.  September 1-11, 13, 14-18, 20-22, 25, 27-30.  Total Coverage:  1 Hour 51 Minutes 

At the start of the third quarter, the U.S. Department of Labor reported that 428,000 have applied for 

benefits, the twelfth straight week that the number has surpassed the 400,000 mark.  Analysts reported 

that these numbers show that the economy is struggling to create jobs.   

 

While Texas has fared better than other states, the local economy is feeling the repercussions with a 

drastically reduced state budget that resulted in cuts to education, social services and health care.  This 

has led top many layoffs.  Notably, school districts were forced to layoff many teachers and staff as a 

result of reduced state funding.   

 

Both the City of Houston and Harris County dealt with huge budget shortfalls in the first and second 

quarters.  For the City of Houston, this meant the layoff of 747 civilian workers.  Houston Mayor Annise 

Parker and the Houston Police Department reached a deal to save more than 450 jobs, including police 

officers and jailers, by deferring $17 million in pension payments next year. The city also worked out a 

three-year deal with Houston firefighters, with the fire fighters union agreeing to a two-year pay freeze 

to avoid job cuts to avoid the layoff of hundreds of firefighters. All Harris County departments, 

including law enforcement, were forced to reduce their budgets by ten percent, resulting in many layoffs 

across the board.  In addition, the end of the space shuttle program has meant the loss of 2,000 jobs, with 

approximately 1,800 more layoffs expected.  The U.S. Postal Services is also coping with the biggest 

financial crisis in its history.  Thirty-six hundred post offices nationwide could be closed, including 10 in 

the Houston area.  

 

In late July, Houston Mayor Parker announced the ―Hire Houston First‖ initiative designed to strengthen 

the city’s economy. Under the program, the city would give preference to local businesses with local 

workers when it awards certain city contracts, including construction projects.      
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Meantime, a new report by Kids Count indicates that Texas has the nation’s highest rate of uninsured 

children and the highest percent of low-wage jobs.  According to the report, more than 600,000 Texas 

children have at least one unemployed parent looking for work. 

 

In early September, for the first time since 1945, the government reported a net job change of zero.  The 

national unemployment rate is 9.1 percent.  For black males, the unemployment rate is 18 percent.  The 

unemployment rate in Houston is just under the national average.  Experts suggest that this is due to 

Houston’s diverse job base.   

 

According to the Texas Workforce Commission, the jobless rate in Texas increased slightly in August, 

from 8.4 to 8.5 percent.  In late September, the U.S. Department of Labor reported that the 

unemployment rate fell in most cities.  The number of people applying for unemployment benefits fell to 

their lowest the week of September 19. Currently, the national unemployment rate is at 9 percent.  
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ABC-13 - PUBLIC SERVICE 

3rd Quarter 2011 

 

 

 

PUBLIC SERVICE CAMPAIGNS 

 

YMCA Operation Backpack 

ABC-13 held its annual YMCA Operation Backpack on August 12, sponsored in partnership with 

YMCA of Greater Houston.  Corporate partners included KSBJ-FM, Toyota, Xfinity, Shoe Carnival and 

HEB.  The station promoted the drive through on-air spots, website promotions and news mentions and 

stories.  This year, donations of backpacks and schools supplies benefitted 42,568 children in need from 

throughout the Greater Houston area.   

 

A Better Community  
A Better Community is a year-round campaign that focuses on issues of importance to America’s 

families.  Public service announcements projected the importance of volunteering to help build a better 

community.  The campaign was presented in partnership with Houston Can Academy.  The station aired 

a half-hour special, Houston Can! Academy: Operation Success, on July 17, 10:35 p.m., on Ch. 13.1, as 

part of this campaign. 

 

Connect with Kids 

ABC-13’s ―Connect with Kids‖ year-round campaign is designed to educate the community about 

character, life skills and drug-free school initiatives.  The campaign is conducted with corporate support 

from Depelchin Children’s Center.  Campaign promotions include on-air spots, weekly news reports and 

website resources that help parents guide their children as they grow and develop intellectually and 

socially. The station aired a half-hour special, DePelchin Children’s Center: Mental Health Matters, on 

July 31, 10:35 p.m., as part of this campaign. The program focused on how DePelchin Center’s mental 

health care facilities address children’s issues and needs. 

  

Life’s Better Outside 

ABC-13’s Life’s Better Outside is an ongoing multi-platform campaign conducted in partnership with 

Texas Parks & Wildlife.  The campaign is designed to educate parents on ways to get their kids outdoors 

to encourage a healthy, active lifestyle.  The campaign consists of PSA promos and website content 

highlighting a different activity each month that parents can enjoy with their children....outdoors! 

 

Freedom Over Texas 

ABC-13 was the television sponsor of Houston's official 4th of July celebration. The civic celebration 

features a festival ambience, entertainment and fireworks at Eleanor Tinsley Park in downtown Houston.  

The event benefits Central Houston Civic Improvements.  ABC-13 televised the event live, broadcasting 

two programs, 2011 Freedom Over Texas: Act I and 2011 Freedom Over Texas, on July 4, 7:00 to 10:00 

p.m.  The station also supported the event through on-site and tune-in messages as well as various on-

line promotions. 

 

Hurricane Preparedness & Tracking Maps 
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The station published its annual ABC-13 Hurricane Tracking Map & Guide, designed to promote 

hurricane preparedness.  The bilingual guide features a hurricane tracking map, information about 

hurricane threats, survival and evacuations and useful public safety websites and phone numbers. The 

free printed materials are available to the public at Kroger stores.  Supplies of the guide are also 

distributed to community groups, schools, nursing homes and businesses on request.  Corporate partners 

for the guide are Kroger, Conn’s and Texas Bay Area Credit Union. 

 

 

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCMENTS 

 

ABC-13 Community Spotlight 

ABC-13 served as a media sponsor for several charity events and public service entities, providing 

promotions through Community Spotlight PSAs and website announcements.  In the third quarter, the 

station supported the following community service efforts:  Casa de Esperanza, SHAPE Community 

Center, SEARCH, Career & Recovery Resources, Centro de Corazon, Immunization Partnership, Skills 

for Living, Open Door Mission, AVANCE, Lighthouse of Houston, Center for Community Integration, 

Crossroads School, St. Joseph House, Asian American Family Services, PABA, Texas Center for the 

Missing, People with Disabilities, The Beacon, SER Jobs for Progress, Leukemia & Lymphoma Society 

and Breast Cancer Charities of America. 

 

National Hispanic Heritage Month Observance 

ABC-13 produced and broadcast a special public service announcement in observance of National 

Hispanic Heritage Month, celebrated September 15 to October 15.  The PSA featured a ―Salute to the 

Houston Hispanic Chamber of Commerce.‖  In addition, major community events and festivities 

celebrating Hispanic heritage were highlighted on the station’s Latino affairs show Viva Houston. 

 

Public Service Announcements 

ABC-13 regularly broadcasts PSAs from local and national nonprofit and government sources 

addressing a full range of public issues and concerns--from health and education to public safety and the 

environment.   

 

WEBSITE RESOURCES 

 

The station’s website abc13.com features information, video streaming and links corresponding to its 

news and weather reports, programs, public service campaigns and PSAs.  These resources encompass a 

wide range of subjects, from news issues, current events and weather to health and consumer concerns.  

The website streams Eyewitness News reports and ABC-13 Community Close Up programs.  It provides 

Doppler radar weather updates and traffic information. The website also provides a calendar venue for 

community event listings.      
 


