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ABC-13 - LOCAL PROGRAMS
1st Quarter 2017

ABC-13 PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMS

ABC-13 broadcasts four locally-produced programs listed below under its public affairs banner ABC-13 
Community Close Up.  The half-hour magazine format programs address a wide range of subjects of 
interest to the community, from hard issues and social service topics to human interest stories and 
culture and entertainment.  The programs are broadcast on ABC-13’s Channel 13.1 on Sunday mornings 
at 5:30 a.m., noon and 12:30 p.m.  The programs are re-aired on the station’s Channel 13.2.

City View
Issues and topics concerning the community at-large.  
Regular air date - first Sunday of the month at noon.  Among the issues discussed this quarter include:  a 
debate on the proposed “bathroom bill” that would require individuals to use public bathrooms that 
match the gender on their birth certificates.  Representatives on both sides of the issue shared their 
opinions on why they support or oppose the measure.  We also examined the election of Donald Trump 
as America’s 45th President and what his presidency might look like over the next four years.  We also 
spoke to a Futurist, who gave viewers an idea of what we should all prepare for in the years ahead.  
While Historians study the past, Futurists explore the future.  We also discussed the huge influx of 
homeless animals this past winter at Houston’s Bureau of Animal Regulation and Care.  The facility was 
filled to capacity and called on Houstonians to adopt more animals in need of a good home.  We also 
spotlighted the “First Book” campaign, which aims to provide better access to books for children in 
need.  Experts say in poorer households and schools, books and educational resources are scare.  “First 
Book” has distributed over 200 million books to children in low-income areas across the United States, 
Canada and other countries around the world.  

Crossroads
Issues and topics concerning the African American community.  
Regular air date - second, third and fourth Sunday of the month, at noon.  Among the issues discussed 
include: a discussion on black homeownership.  According to the U.S. Census Bureau, African 
Americans have the lowest homeownership rate of all ethnic groups.  Wells Fargo joined us to give 
details on a $60 billion dollar initiative to create 250,000 new African Americans homeowners over the 
next 10 years.  We discussed the Houston City Council’s decision to change the name of a street in a 
predominantly African American neighborhood that was named after a Confederate Army leader.  
Dowling Street was renamed Emancipation Avenue.  The street runs right next to Emancipation Park, 
which was the city’s first park created for the city’s African American community.  We interviewed 
Pulitzer Prize winning columnist Leonard Pitts.  He shared his takes on race, politics and African 
American culture.  We interviewed Congressman Al Green who explained his reasons for boycotting 
President Donald Trump’s inauguration ceremony.  We spoke to Nhedrick Jabier, the winner of the 
2017 MLK Oratory competition.  We also interviewed Scott Brogan, founder of the “Brilliant Lecture” 
series which brought actor, singer-songwriter Harry Belafonte to Houston for the first time in 50 years.  
Belafonte first came to Houston in 1967 during a fundraiser concert to benefit Dr. Martin Luther King.  
But that show was disrupted when white supremacists placed a smoke bomb in the AC vents of the 
concert venue.  Belafonte did not return to Houston until this year.  His 2017 Houston appearance was 
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also his first in Texas in 50 years.  We also examined how African American millennials are closing 
the digital divide with their avid use of mobile technology.   

Visions
Issues and topics concerning the Asian/Pacific-American community.
Regular air date - first Sunday of the month, at 12:30pm.  Among the issues discussed this 
quarter include: a discussion of President Donald Trump’s executive order to temporarily ban
immigrants from seven mostly-Muslim countries from entering the United States.  An immigration
attorney explained why the travel ban has led to a boom in business at his office.  We profiled an 
organization that helps create awareness of autism but focuses on communities with language barriers.
We interviewed Adeeb Barqawi, the founder and CEO of ProUnitas, a Houston organization that is
working to provide services to help students from troubled homes excel in school.  Barqawi worked for
“Teach for America” before deciding to start his own organization to help students overcome issues at
home and better focus on their school work.  We spotlighted the 100th anniversary of Asian-American
students at Rice University.  The first Asian-American graduate at Rice was Rudolfo Hulen Fernandez.
Now one-third of Rice University’s student body is Asian American.  We also profiled Asian-American
cowboys taking part in the Houston Livestock Show & Rodeo and the rodeo’s efforts to reach out to the 
Asian-American community.  We spotlighted an artist forced to flee his homeland in Iraq to the United
States where he has become a respected artist whose work is currently on display at the University of 
Houston’s O’Kane Gallery.  We previewed the Lunar Lantern Festival which promotes cultural 
awareness and highlights the rich diversity and cuisine of Houston’s Asian-American community.

Viva Houston
Issues and topics concerning the Latino community.
Regular air date - second, third and fourth Sunday of the month, at 5:30am and 12:30pm.  Among the 
issues discussed this quarter include: a local political observer’s thoughts on what Donald Trump’s 
victory in the 2016 presidential election might mean for the Hispanic community.  We also interviewed 
Laura Murillo, the President and CEO of the Houston Hispanic Chamber of Commerce. She traveled to 
Washington in January for a meeting with the Trump administration to discuss the concerns of the 
Hispanic community.    We discussed a voting controversy in Pasadena, after the city was ordered to 
make changes following a judge’s ruling that the city’s voting system violated the Voting Rights Act by 
discriminating against Hispanics.  We spoke with the founders of the Houston Hispanic Forum about 
their efforts to lower the Hispanic dropout rate.  We also explored the increase in gang violence in 
Houston and some of the reasons behind the upward trend.  We also looked at anti-gang efforts 
underway in the city and offered tips for parents looking for signs their children may be involved in 
gang activity.   We also told our viewers about a program called, “Hire Houston Youth,” a summer jobs 
program that aims to hire 5,000 Houston youth over the next several months.  We also discussed 
President Donald Trump’s plan to build a border wall between the U.S. and Mexico and the impact it 
could have on Houston.  We spoke to a cardiologist about Hispanic women and heart disease.  Dr. 
Marco Campos explained why Latino women face a higher risk for cardiovascular disease.  We also 
explored a new study which finds Hispanic women suffer from higher rates of postpartum depression 
than other ethnic groups.  We previewed the 2017 Houston Latino Film Festival that features stories of 
the Hispanic experience.  We told our audience about Houston organizations that offer help to 
undocumented immigrants who fear deportation following President Donald Trump’s campaign promise 
to crack down on illegal immigration.  We reported on Project Prom which helps provide prom dresses, 
shoes and jewelry for homeless students in the Houston Independent School District who want to attend 
the Senior Prom.   



4

ABC-13 NEWS PROGRAMS

13 Eyewitness News
The following Eyewitness News programs aired live on Channel 13.1 in the first quarter. Selected news 
programs aired live simultaneously or were re-broadcasted on Channel 13.2.

Eyewitness News at 4:30 AM (Weekdays 4:30 – 5:00am)
Eyewitness News at 5:00 AM (Weekdays 5:00 – 5:30am)
Eyewitness News at 5:30 AM (Weekdays 5:30 – 6:00am)
Eyewitness News at 6:00 AM (Weekdays 6:00 – 7:00am)
Tom Koch, Samica Knight and meteorologist Travis Herzog anchor these three half-hour and one one-
hour morning newscasts.  The programs cover the latest overnight news, weather, sports, traffic reports 
and money-saving tips from Patricia Lopez.

Eyewitness News at 11:00 AM (Weekdays 11:00 am -12:00pm)
Melanie Lawson, Art Rascon and meteorologist Casey Curry anchor this midday newscast. The program 
covers the latest news and weather, as well as entertainment news. 

Eyewitness News at 4:00 PM (Weekdays 4:00 – 5:00pm)
Eric Barajas, Ilona Carson and chief meteorologist Tim Heller anchor this one-hour newscast.  The 
program includes the latest news and weather and money-saving tips from Patricia Lopez. 

Eyewitness News Live at Five (Weekdays 5:00 - 5:30pm)
Art Rascon, Melanie Lawson and chief meteorologist Tim Heller anchor this half-hour evening newscast 
covering the latest news, weather and sports.   
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Eyewitness News at 6 PM (Weekdays 6:00-6:30pm)
Gina Gaston, Dave Ward, chief meteorologist Tim Heller and sports director Greg Bailey anchor this 
half-hour newscast covering the latest news, sports and weather.

Eyewitness News at 6:30 PM   (Weekdays 6:00-6:30pm)
Ilona Carson, Erik Barajas, chief meteorologist Tim Heller and sports director Greg Bailey anchor this half-hour newscast 
covering the latest news, sports and weather.

Eyewitness News at 10 PM (Weekdays 10:00 - 10:35pm)
Ilona Carson, Gina Gaston, Erik Barajas, chief meteorologist Tim Heller and sports director Greg Bailey 
anchor this late evening half-hour newscast, covering the latest news, weather and sports.  

Eyewitness News at 5:30 AM (Saturdays 5:30 – 6:00am)
Eyewitness News at 6:00 AM (Saturdays 6:00 – 7:00am)
Chauncy Glover, Mayra Moreno and meteorologist Elita Loresca anchor these newscasts reporting the 
latest news, weather and sports.

Eyewitness News at 6:00 PM (Saturdays 6:00 – 6:30pm)
Eyewitness News at 10 PM (Saturdays 10:00 – 10:30pm)
Tom Abrahams, Natasha Barrett, meteorologist David Tillman and sportscaster Bob Slovak anchor these 
news programs covering the latest news, weather and sports.

Eyewitness News at 6 AM (Sundays 6:00 – 7:00am)
Eyewitness News at 8 AM (Sundays 8:00 – 10:00am)
Chauncy Glover, Mayra Moreno and meteorologist Elita Loresca anchor these Sunday morning 
newscasts reporting the latest news, weather and sports.   

Eyewitness News at 5:30 PM (Sundays 5:30 – 6:00pm)
Eyewitness News at 10 PM (Sundays 10:00 – 10:30pm)
Tom Abrahams, Natasha Barrett, meteorologist David Tillman and sportscaster Bob Slovak anchor these 
Sunday evening news programs covering the latest news, weather and sports.
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LOCALLY PRODUCED PROGRAMS

Channel 13.1 Programming

ABC-13 Presents
ABC-13 Presents productions are locally produced specials covering a full range of subjects, including 
medical topics, the environment, consumer reports, health and beauty, sports, the arts and events that 
impact Houstonians.  ABC-13 Presents programs regularly air on Channel 13.1.  On January 7, 2017 at 
1pm, we aired a Houston Texans playoff special called, “Texans Playoff Run.”  We also aired “Houston 
Texans: Inside the Game” on January 7 at 10:30pm.  On January 15, 2017 we broadcast live the “2017 
Chevron Houston Marathon.”  On January 15 at 10:35pm, we aired “The Finish Line,” a recap show of 
the 2017 Chevron Houston Marathon.  Also on January 15 at 11:05pm, we aired “Houston Texans: 
Inside the Game.”  Immediately after that at 11:35pm, we aired “Cosmos: An HD Odyssey.” On 
February 25, 2017, we aired the “2017 Mardi Gras Parade.”  On March 4, 2017 at 10am, we aired live 
the 2017 Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo Parade and repeated it that night at 11:30pm.    On March 
11, 2017, we aired “Houston Museum of Natural Science: Mummies of the World” at 6:30pm.  On 
March 19, 2017, we aired the “Rodeo Houston School Art Auction” at noon.  And on March 25, 2017, 
we aired the “Rodeo Houston Junior Steer Auction” at noon.

Channel 13.2 Programming
ABC-13’s Channel 13.2 features a variety of locally produced programs, including 13Eyewitness News, 
ABC-13 Presents, ABC-13 Community Close Up and Live Well HD Network.  Channel 13.2 also features 
children’s programs and local high school football games.

Live Well HD Network
Launched by the 8 ABC-owned television stations, Live Well HD Network programs help viewers 
improve their daily lives.  The network airs on Channel 13.2.  The network consists of numerous half-
hour programs covering a variety of lifestyle topics, including:
Motion – outdoor activities
Say Ahh – health and medicine
Advice for Life – personal growth
Mirror, Mirror – beauty and fashion (locally produced by KTRK)
Deals – money-saving tips (locally produced by KTRK)
Let’s Dish – health cooking
Home with Lisa Quinn – interior design

Channel 13.3 Programming
The station’s HDTV Channel 13.3 broadcasts Laff TV, featuring vintage television comedy reruns.  
Channel 13.3 also features children’s programs.  
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ABC TELEVISION NETWORK NEWS

ABC-13 broadcasts all ABC Television Network news programs and special reports.  The network’s 
report entitled, “ABC-TV Network First Quarter 2017 Program Information,” is filed separately.  A 
copy of the report is filed in ABC-13’s Public Inspection File.
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ABC-13 - CORE ISSUES
1st Quarter 2017

CORE ISSUES

ABC-13 gave significant coverage to the following community issues and concerns arising in the first 
quarter of 2017:

1.  Super Bowl LI
2.  Ben Taub Hospital Disturbance
3.  MD Anderson Cancer Center Layoffs
4.  Severe Weather Extended Coverage
5.  Bathroom Bill
 

The station’s coverage of these core issues is detailed in the next section of this report.
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ABC-13 - CORE ISSUES COVERAGE
1st Quarter 2017

SUPER BOWL LI  
 
Eyewitness News.  Air Dates:   January 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 
21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31.  February 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17.  
Total coverage:  21 Hours 34 Minutes 

13 Eyewitness News reported on Super Bowl 51, held at Houston’s NRG Stadium.  The game featured 
the New England Patriots and the Atlanta Falcons.  ABC-13 reported on Houston’s extensive makeover 
in anticipation of the game – from a redesign of the George Brown Convention Center to a new 
restaurant row directly across from Discovery Green Park designated at the home base for the NFL’s 
Super Bowl coverage.  ABC-13 reporters also profiled Houstonians playing in the game and reported on 
the economic impact of the big game.  ABC-13 also aired a nightly half-hour program each night 
leading up to the Super Bowl spotlighting the activities of the day.  Our Sports Department reported 
from the game for player and fan reaction to the Patriots victory and the theft of QB Tom Brady’s jersey 
from the locker room. 

BEN TAUB HOSPITAL DISTURBANCE

Eyewitness News.  Air Dates:   February 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28.  March 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 
10.  Total Coverage:  3 Hour 35 Minutes 

13 Eyewitness News provided extended coverage on a reported shooting at Ben Taub Hospital.  The 
situation forced an evacuation of the building as Houston Police searched for a gunman.  Multiple 
witnesses claimed they heard two large bangs.  But Houston Police found no evidence of a shooter or 
victims and eventually gave an “all clear” and returned control of the hospital back to medical staff.   
About 200 Houston Police Officers responded to the scene.  But authorities eventually concluded the 
incident was a false alarm.  ABC-13 provided team coverage on the incident and our team of reporters 
spoke to numerous hospital workers evacuating the building and interviewed Houston Police Chief Art 
Acevedo for updates on the situation.         
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                                      MD ANDERSON CANCER CENTER LAYOFFS

Eyewitness News.  Air Dates:   January 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13.  March 8, 9, 10, 11, 29, 30.  Total 
Coverage:  1 Hours 52 Minutes 

13 Eyewitness News reported on layoffs at MD Anderson Cancer Center, Houston’s second-largest 
employer.  1,000 jobs were cut as the hospital wrestles with losses exceeding $100 million from 
September through November of 2016.  The cuts will save the medical institution about $120 million.  
None of the job losses involved doctors or clinical-care nurses.  The ABC-13 news team found that MD 
Anderson’s financial health had been in decline for some time.  During the 2016 fiscal year, the center 
recorded operating losses of $266 million.  In contrast, MD Anderson recorded a $157 million gain the 
previous year.  The center’s president and chief financial officer blamed the financial difficulties on the 
problem-filled implementation of an electronic health record system in 2016.  In March, Ronald 
DePinho resigned as president of MD Anderson Cancer Center.  DiPinho held the job for five years.  
University of Texas System regents then approved a base salary package of $800,000 for DePinho, who 
will move to a professor position at the cancer center.  His salary makes him the third-highest paid 
among MD Anderson’s non-administrative faculty.  

SEVERE WEATHER EXTENDED COVERAGE

Eyewitness News.  Air Dates:   January 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25.  February 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 
19, 20.  Total Coverage:   3 Hour 19 Minutes

13 Eyewitness News closely followed severe weather affecting the Houston area.  On January 18th, a 
large swath of heavy rain swept across Southeast Texas dumping dangerous amounts of rain on Houston 
and caused major flash flooding across the city.  The first round of storms dumped between 4 and 6 
inches of rain over a four-hour period in downtown Houston and caused significant flooding.  ABC-13 
reporters were spread all over the Houston area documenting the damage and sharing the stories of 
storm victims.  ABC-13 provided wall-to-wall extended coverage during morning rush hour as 
Houstonians made their way to work through the wet conditions.  On February 14th, another round of 
severe storms battered the Houston area.  At least two tornadoes were spotted near the towns of 
Rosenberg and Van Vleck.  ABC-13 reporters were on the scene where homes were damaged and trees 
were overturned by high winds.  More than 20,000 customers were left without power.  ABC-13 again 
provided extended news coverage of the storm’s fury and aftermath and the extensive cleanup.      

            BATHROOM BILL
Eyewitness News.  Air Dates:  February 12, 13, 14, 15, 16.  March 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20.  
Total Coverage: 2 Hour 2 Minutes

13 Eyewitness News provided coverage of the state of Texas’ consideration of a bathroom bill that 
would require transgender people to use the public bathrooms listed on their birth certificates.  ABC-13 
reporters covered both sides of the issue.  Texas Lt. Governor Dan Patrick and conservative lawmakers 
support the measure.  Opposition has come from big business, the National Football League and 
supporters of LBGT rights.  The NFL has made it clear such a law could affect future Super Bowls in 
the state.  But Lt. Governor Patrick says his office is committed to making sure “every Texan is 
welcomed” at sporting events.  He adds that under Senate Bill 6, all Texas teams will be able to set their 
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own policies at the stadiums and arenas where they play and hold their events.  The measure cleared 
the Texas Senate by a 21-10 margin.  But the proposal still faces big obstacles in the Texas House of 
Representatives before becoming law.  ABC-13 reporters also spoke to Houston Texans owner Bob 
McNair, who is against the proposal.  A similar bill has had a major economic impact in North Carolina.  
That state lost the NBA All-Star Game, NCAA games and big-name concerts that could cost the state an 
estimated $3.7 billion by 2028, according to an Associated Press assessment that tallied the losses.
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KTRK-TV 

ABC-13 - PUBLIC SERVICE
1st Quarter 2017

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS

PSA Submissions
The station airs selected PSAs submitted by local, regional and national nonprofit entities.  Broadcasted 
on regular PSA rotation, the spots cover a wide range of subjects and interests -- from health, education 
and issues addressing children’s concerns to drug abuse prevention, public safety and the environment.  

Community Spotlight PSAs
ABC-13 regularly produces and broadcasts 15 and 30-second public service announcements under its 
Community Spotlight banner.  The announcements promote the public service programs and activities of 
local nonprofit organizations, community groups and government entities.  The spots are broadcast on 
regular PSA rotation schedules and in special time slots on weekdays between 3:00 and 4:00 p.m.  In the 
first quarter, the station produced and broadcasted PSAs promoting Black History Month, American 
Heart Association’s Heart Walk 2017 and Run for the Rose to benefit brain cancer research.   

ABC-13 PUBLIC SERVICE CAMPAIGNS

Galveston Mardi Gras Special
ABC-13 broadcast the 2017 Mardi Gras Parade from Galveston.  The program aired on February 25th 
from 10:35pm–11:35pm.  Additional coverage included promotional spots, as well as a digital contest.  
Sponsor is Landry’s Restaurants, Inc.

Gulf Coast Regional Blood Center/ABC-13 Blood Drive
ABC-13 broadcasts an on-air commercial schedule promoting the “Give Blood” message.  In addition, 
ABC-13 hosted the ABC-13 Blood Drive event on March 10th.  Corporate sponsor is the Houston 
Museum of Natural Science’s Mummies Exhibit.

Pick Your Pet Drive
ABC-13’s 2nd annual “Pick Your Pet” campaign, in partnership with the Houston SPCA, was held on 
March 23rd.  On-air promos directed people to the drive, as well as to the Houston SPCA to donate or 
adopt a pet.  Additional coverage included digital inclusion, as well as a social media push on ABC-13 
social media platforms.  Platinum Pools covered the costs of all pet adoptions at the ABC-13 studios 
from 6am-2pm and Typhoon Texas covered pet adoptions at the Houston SPCA up to $3,000.  
Corporate sponsors are Gillman Subaru, Brilliant Energy, Typhoon Texas, Walker Texas Lawyer and 
Platinum Pools.
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Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo
ABC-13 broadcast recaps of the day’s activities at the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo, which is 
held from March 7-26, in our daily news reports.  In addition, specials were produced for the Rodeo 
Houston Parade on March 1st, School Art Auction on March 11th and the Steer Auction on March 26th.  
Corporate sponsor is Boot Barn.

Change a Life/Donate Today
ABC-13 and Goodwill have partnered together to highlight a monthly volunteer or employee whose life 
has changed through the power of work.  The campaign is designed to increase awareness that donations 
can change people’s lives.  ABC-13 runs promotional spots and digital elements on ABC-13 digital 
platforms to promote the campaign.  Corporate sponsor is Goodwill of Houston.

Crohn’s & Colitis Foundation/ABC-13’s Women of Distinction
ABC-13, in partnership with Mercedes Benz Dealers of Greater Houston and the Crohn’s & Colitis 
Foundation of America created a multi-platform campaign designed to promote awareness and 
donations for the local CCFA chapter.  The campaign in February consisted of one minute vignettes, 
ABC13.com elements and sponsorship of the 2017 Winter Ball on February 11th.  Corporate sponsor is 
Mercedes Benz.    

Tour de Houston
ABC-13 is the official television sponsor of the 20, 40 and 60 mile family bicycle ride originating at 
Houston City Hall.  ABC-13 supported the race with on-air spots and digital elements, as well as 
inclusion in our March 5th “Check This Out” show.  Sponsor is Apache Energy.

Chevron Houston Marathon
ABC-13 provided live television coverage of the Chevron Houston Marathon from 7am – 11am on 
January 15th.  ABC-13 also did a recap special on 1/15 from 10:35pm–11:05pm.  Additional coverage, 
including promotional spots and digital presence, was produced for ABC13.com.  Sponsors are 
Chevron, Aramco, ABB, and Bank of Texas.

COMMUNITY FORUMS

ABC-13 periodically holds community forums in various neighborhoods in the Houston area.  The 
forums provide a venue for station representatives to learn about issues of highest concern from 
community leaders for possible coverage on news and public affairs programs.  

WEBSITE RESOURCES

The station’s website abc13.com features information, video streaming and links corresponding to its 
news reports, programs, PSAs and public service campaigns.  These informational resources cover a 
wide range of subjects, from news issues, current events and weather topics to health and consumer 
concerns.  The website also features video streaming of ABC-13 Community Close Up public affairs 
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programs.  It also provides Doppler radar weather updates and traffic information.  In addition, 
abc13.com provides a calendar venue for community event postings.  In the first quarter, the website 
featured content coinciding with ABC-13’s public service campaigns: Run for the Rose, Pick Your Pet 
Drive, ABC-13 Spring Blood Drive and Black History Month.


