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ABC-13 - LOCAL PROGRAMS 

4th Quarter 2015 

 

 

 

ABC-13 PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMS 

 

ABC-13 broadcasts four locally-produced programs listed below under its public affairs banner ABC-13 

Community Close Up.  The half-hour magazine format programs address a wide range of subjects of 

interest to the community, from hard issues and social service topics to human interest stories and 

culture and entertainment.  The programs are broadcast on an alternating schedule on ABC-13’s 

Channel 13.1 on Sunday mornings at 5:30 a.m., noon and 12:30 p.m.  The programs are re-aired on the 

station’s Channel 13.2. 

 

City View 

Issues and topics concerning the community at-large.   

Regular air date - first Sunday of the month at 5:30am and noon.  Among the issues discussed this 

quarter include: an entire program devoted to Pope Francis’ historic visits to Cuba and the United States.  

We spoke to Dr. William Martin with Rice University’s Baker Institute about the impact of the papal 

visit on the world’s billion-plus Catholics. We also interviewed the candidates in the runoff election for 

Houston City Controller.  Candidates Bill Frazer and Chris Brown discussed their strategies to help 

Houston solve a projected $126-million deficit in 2016 because of rising pension costs, a sharp increase 

in city debt payments and a revenue cap.             

 

Crossroads 

Issues and topics concerning the African American community.   

Regular air date - second, third and fourth Sunday of the month at 5:30am and noon.  Among the issues 

discussed include: a look at the controversial new Texas law allowing open carry of firearms, including 

on college campuses.  We spoke to Texas Southern University President Dr. John Rudley who opposes 

the measure.  TSU was the scene of three shootings in less than a week in November.  The school 

implemented new security measures designed to help keep students safe.  We also explored Houston’s 

gang culture with Mike Knox, a former Houston police officer who started HPD’s gang task force and 

author of a book on gang activity.  We examined the “no snitch” code, the reluctance within the African 

American community to cooperate with police, which keeps witnesses to crimes from coming forward 

and often results in murders going unsolved.  We took a look at the lack of minority women in the tech 

industry and efforts to encourage more African American girls to pursue careers in STEM.  A discussion 

on the pros and cons of so-called African-American vernacular, also called “ebonics.”   We also spoke 

to the driving forces behind “Freedom Bound Texas,” which aims to build a national network to fight 

systematic racism.    

 

Visions 

Issues and topics concerning the Asian/Pacific-American community. 

Regular air date - first Sunday of the month, 5:30 am and 12:30pm.  Among the issues discussed this  

quarter include: a look at how Houston is being impacted by the refugee crisis in Europe and the Middle 

East.  Experts say the top five countries sending refugees to Houston are Iraq, Burma, Democratic 

Republic of Congo, Somalia and Syria.  We reported on efforts to resettle them in Houston.  We also 

interviewed Houston Mayoral candidate Victoria Lane. 
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We also spoke to a woman working to pass a bill through Congress to award the Congressional gold 

medal to Filipino veterans from World War II.  We profiled nails artist, Tan Nguyen, who is taking 

manicures to new heights.  

 

Viva Houston 

Issues and topics concerning the Latino community. 

Regular air date - second, third and fourth Sunday of the month, 5:30am and 12:30pm.  Among the 

issues discussed this quarter include: the large number of Cuban migrants making their way into this 

country and eventually into Houston.  We reported on their search for a new way of life and the large 

effort by local organizations to resettle them in Houston.  We reported on Citizenship Month, an event 

designed to raise awareness about citizenship and celebrate the diversity of Houston.  We spoke to the 

runoff candidates for Houston City Council District H.  Karla Cisneros and Jason Cisneroz outlined their 

priorities for this mostly Hispanic district.  We examined diabetes in the Hispanic community which is 

one of the leading causes of death among Latinos.  We interviewed former NASA astronaut Dr. Franklin 

Chang-Diaz, one of the first Latin Americans to travel into space.  He talked about his rocket company 

that is building a revolutionary plasma engine that would allow for faster travel to Mars and beyond.  

We profiled a partnership between the Houston Symphony and students at Crespo Elementary school.  

The goal is to integrate orchestral music into the lives of the students at that inner city school.  We 

presented details on a new program called, “The Homebuyers Club,” designed to help potential 

homebuyers by giving them the skills to get into their first home. 

        

 

ABC-13 NEWS PROGRAMS 

 

 

13 Eyewitness News 

The following Eyewitness News programs aired live on Channel 13.1 in the fourth quarter. Selected 

news programs aired live simultaneously or were re-broadcasted on Channel 13.2. 

 

Eyewitness News at 4:30 AM (Weekdays 4:30 – 5:00am) 

Eyewitness News at 5:00 AM (Weekdays 5:00 – 5:30am) 

Eyewitness News at 5:30 AM (Weekdays 5:30 – 6:00am) 

Eyewitness News at 6:00 AM (Weekdays 6:00 – 7:00am) 

Tom Koch, Samica Knight and meteorologist Travis Herzog anchor these three half-hour and one one-

hour morning newscasts.  The programs cover the latest overnight news, weather, sports, traffic reports 

and money-saving tips from Patricia Lopez. 

 

Eyewitness News at 11:00 AM (Weekdays 11:00 Am -12:00pm) 

Melanie Lawson, Art Rascon and meteorologist Casey Curry anchor this midday newscast. The program 

covers the latest news and weather, as well as entertainment news.  

 

Eyewitness News at 4:00 PM (Weekdays  4:00 – 5:00pm) 

Eric Barajas, Ilona Carson and meteorologist Tim Heller anchor this one-hour newscast.  The program 

includes the latest news and weather and money-saving tips from Patricia Lopez.  

 

Eyewitness News Live at Five (Weekdays 5:00 - 5:30pm) 

Art Rascon, Melanie Lawson and chief meteorologist Tim Heller anchor this half-hour evening newscast 

covering the latest news, weather and sports.    
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Eyewitness News at 6 PM  (Weekdays 6:00-6:30pm) 

Gina Gaston, Dave Ward, chief meteorologist Tim Heller and sports director Greg Bailey anchor this 

half-hour newscast covering the latest news, sports and weather. 

 

Eyewitness News at 6:30 PM   (Weekdays 6:00-6:30pm) 
Ilona Carson, Erik Barajas, chief meteorologist Tim Heller and sports director Greg Bailey anchor this half-hour newscast 

covering the latest news, sports and weather. 

 

Eyewitness News at 10 PM (Weekdays 10:00 - 10:30pm) 

Ilona Carson, Gina Gaston, Erik Barajas, chief meteorologist Tim Heller and sports director Greg Bailey 

anchor this late evening half-hour newscast, covering the latest news, weather and sports.   

 

Eyewitness News at 5:30 AM (Saturdays 5:30 – 6:00am) 

Eyewitness News at 6:00 AM (Saturdays 6:00 – 7:00am)  

Chauncy Glover, Mayra Moreno and meteorologist Elita Loresca anchor these newscasts reporting the 

latest news, weather and sports. 
 

Eyewitness News at 6:00 PM (Saturdays 6:00 – 6:30pm) 

Eyewitness News at 10 PM (Saturdays 10:00 – 10:30pm) 

Tom Abrahams, Natasha Barrett, meteorologist David Tillman and sportscaster Bob Slovak anchor these 

news programs covering the latest news, weather and sports. 

 

Eyewitness News at 6 AM (Sundays 6:00 – 7:00am) 

Eyewitness News at 8 AM (Sundays 8:00 – 10:00am) 

Chauncy Glover, Mayra Moreno and meteorologist Elita Loresca anchor these Saturday morning 

newscasts reporting the latest news, weather and sports.    

 

Eyewitness News at 5:30 PM (Sundays 5:30 – 6:00pm) 

Eyewitness News at 10 PM (Sundays 10:00 – 10:30pm) 

Tom Abrahams, Natasha Barrett, meteorologist David Tillman and sportscaster Bob Slovak anchor these 

Sunday evening news programs covering the latest news, weather and sports. 
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LOCALLY PRODUCED PROGRAMS 

 

Channel 13.1 Programming 

 

ABC-13 Presents 

ABC-13 Presents productions are locally produced specials covering a full range of subjects, including 

medical topics, the environment, consumer reports, health and beauty, sports, the arts and events that 

impact Houstonians.  ABC-13 Presents programs regularly air on Channel 13.1.  On December 5, 2015 

we aired “Bundles of Hope” at 5pm.  On December 12, 2015 we aired “The Invisible Disease” at 5pm.  

On December 31, 2015, we aired a live New Year’s Eve special at 11:05pm.   

 

Sports Programs 

The 13 Eyewitness News sports anchor team presents several programs throughout the year highlighting 

the latest sports news.  Sunday nights at 10:30 we aired “Inside the Game” which recaps Houston 

Texans football games.  The show is hosted by ABC-13 Sport Director Greg Bailey and former NFL 

player, Spencer Tillman.    

 

Mayoral Runoff Candidates Debate 

ABC-13 in conjunction with Univision broadcasted a one-hour live mayoral candidate debate featuring 

runoff candidates Sylvester Turner and Bill King.  The debate was held at the University of Houston-

Downtown campus and featured a live audience of students, community groups and concerned citizens.  

The debate was hosted by ABC-13 anchor Erik Barajas and Univision’s Rebecca Suarez. 

 

Channel 13.2 Programming 

ABC-13’s Channel 13.2 features a variety of locally produced programs, including 13Eyewitness News, 

ABC-13 Presents, ABC-13 Community Close Up and Live Well HD Network.  Channel 13.2 also features 

children’s programs and local high school football games. 

 

Live Well HD Network 

Launched by the 8 ABC-owned television stations, Live Well HD Network programs help viewers 

improve their daily lives.  The network airs on Channel 13.2.  The network consists of numerous half-

hour programs covering a variety of lifestyle topics, including: 

Motion – outdoor activities 

Say Ahh – health and medicine 

Advice for Life – personal growth 

Mirror, Mirror – beauty and fashion (locally produced by KTRK) 

Deals – money-saving tips (locally produced by KTRK) 

Let’s Dish – health cooking 

Home with Lisa Quinn – interior design 

 

Channel 13.3 Programming 

The station’s HDTV Channel 13.3 broadcasts Laff TV, featuring vintage television comedy reruns.  

Channel 13.3 also features children’s programs.   
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ABC TELEVISION NETWORK NES 

 

ABC-13 broadcasts all ABC Television Network news programs and special reports.  The network’s 

report entitled, “ABC-TV Network Fourth Quarter 2015 Program Information,” is filed separately.  A 

copy of the report is filed in ABC-13’s Public Inspection File. 
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ABC-13 - CORE ISSUES 

4th Quarter 2015 

 

 

 

CORE ISSUES 

 

ABC-13 gave significant coverage to the following community issues and concerns arising in the fourth 

quarter of 2015: 

 

1.  2015 City Election Campaign 

2.  Texas Open Carry Law 

3.  University of Houston Cougars Big Season 

4.  Refugee Crisis 

5.  No Indictments in Sandra Bland Case 

  

 

The station’s coverage of these core issues is detailed in the next section of this report. 
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ABC-13 - CORE ISSUES COVERAGE 

4th Quarter 2015 

 

 

 

 

2015 CITY ELECTION CAMPAIGN  

  

Eyewitness News.  Air Dates:   October  6, 7, 8, 9 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 

24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30  November 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8. 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 

22, 23, 30.  December 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31.  Total 

coverage:  8 Hours 44 Minutes  

 

13 Eyewitness News reported on the 2015 City of Houston election campaign.  Voters went to the polls 

to select a new Mayor, City Controller and several new City Council Members.  Eyewitness News 

profiled 7 mayoral candidates leading up to the November 3 Election day and reported extensively on 

the looming $125 million city budget deficit next fiscal year.  Following the November election day, 

ABC-13 broadcast a live mayoral debate between mayoral runoff candidates Sylvester Turner and Bill 

King.  The December 2 debate, done in partnership with Univision, was hosted by ABC-13’s Erik 

Barajas and Univision’s Rebecca Suarez.  ABC-13 then provided extensive runoff election night 

coverage on December 12 as Sylvester Turner narrowly defeated Bill King to replace term-limited 

Annise Parker to become Houston’s 61st mayor.          

 

 

TEXAS OPEN CARRY LAW 

 

Eyewitness News.  Air Dates:   October 10, 11, 12, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 22, 23, 24, 25, 30.  November 2, 

3, 4, 5, 6, 9, 10, 11, 12.  December 1, 2, 3, 7, 8, 9, 11, 13, 16, 17, 28, 29, 30, 31. Total Coverage:  3 

Hours 03 Minutes  

 

13 Eyewitness News followed preparations for the state of Texas’ new law going into effect on January 

1, 2016, allowing qualified Texans to openly carry handguns.  The controversial measure stipulates that 

to qualify, Texans must be at least 21 years old, have a state-issued license, pass a training course and 

have no criminal or psychological issues that prohibit them from possessing a firearm.  ABC-13 reported 

on businesses that will allow open carry and others that will not.  Houston Police Chief Charles 

McClelland spoke to our reporters about his opposition to the measure.  Texas joins 44 other states 

already allowing some version of the open carry law.  ABC-13 also reported on a separate law going 

into effect in August that would allow open carry of weapons on Texas college campuses.  Rice 

University has already opted out of the measure, while other Houston universities have not yet decided 

whether to allow weapons on their campuses.   

            

 

                                   UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON COUGARS BIG SEASON  

 

Eyewitness News.  Air Dates:   October 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 

21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31.  November 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 

17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30.  December 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 
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14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31.   Total Coverage:  5 Hours 21 

Minutes  

 

13 Eyewitness News reported extensively on the University of Houston Cougars excellent 2015 football 

season.  Following the hiring of new coach, Tom Herman, the Cougars had their best season in years, 

ending with a 13-1 record and an upset victory over 2013 NCAA National Champions, the Florida State 

Seminoles in the Peach Bowl on December 31.  ABC-13 broadcast a half-hour special on the Cougars 

prior to their appearance in the AAC Conference Championship game on December 5
th

.  ABC-13 also 

sent reporters Erik Barajas and David Nuno to Atlanta for the Peach Bowl.  Our coverage included 

profiles of Coach Herman, players DeMarcus Ayers, Greg Ward and Alex Cooper.   We also spotlighted 

tailgating activities, the coach’s new contract agreement, fan profiles and Cougar fashion trends.          

 

 

 

REFUGEE CRISIS 

 

Eyewitness News.  Air Dates:   October 26, 27.  November 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 19, 23, 24.  

December 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21.   Total Coverage:   2 Hours 19 

Minutes 

 

13 Eyewitness News closely followed the refugee crisis plaguing Europe and the Middle East and its 

impact on Houston.  Texas, historically, has been a haven for refugees but Texas Governor Greg Abbott 

announced his opposition to Syrian refugees due to security concerns. ABC-13 spoke to local 

organizations like Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston, Interfaith Ministries, 

and the YMCA on the challenges of trying to resettle refugees in the Houston area.  Experts with 

Interfaith Ministries say the top five countries sending refugees to Houston are Iraq, Burma, Democratic 

Republic of Congo, Somalia and Syria.  ABC-13 also reported on the growing number of Cuban 

refugees making their way into Texas and Houston.  Experts say the last three months of 2014g saw 

nearly 6,500 Cubans arriving at the U.S.-Mexico border – an increase of almost 50% from 2013.              

 

 

NO INDICTMENTS IN SANDRA BLAND CASE  

 

Eyewitness News.  Air Dates:   October 12, 13, 21, 22.  November December 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 

24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31.  Total Coverage:   2 Hours 10 Minutes. 

 

13 Eyewitness News is following the case of Sandra Bland, an African American woman whose death 

raised questions of excessive police force and the role of race after she was found dead in a Waller 

County jail cell in July.  Waller County authorities ruled Bland’s death a suicide, but Bland’s family 

filed a wrongful death suit.  In December, a grand jury decided not to indict anyone relating to her death.  

ABC-13 spoke to friends who knew Bland.  Meantime, Bland family attorney, Cannon Lambert, called 

the grand jury system in Texas flawed, saying the testimony should be open to the public.  The grand 

jury reconvened in January 2016 and indicted DPS trooper Brian Encinia on a perjury charge in 

connection with the traffic stop of Bland.  Shortly thereafter, the Texas Department of Public Safety 

began termination proceedings against Encinia.  Encinia’s lawyer stated that his client would plead “not 

guilty” to the charge.  Encinia remains on administrative duty.                  
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FCC ISSUES REPORT – 4th Quarter 2015 

October - December 

KTRK-TV  

 

 

ABC-13 - PUBLIC SERVICE 

4th Quarter 2015 

 

 

 

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PSA Submissions 

The station airs selected PSAs submitted by local, regional and national nonprofit entities.  Broadcasted 

on regular PSA rotation, the spots cover a wide range of subjects and interests -- from health, education 

and issues addressing children’s concerns to drug abuse prevention, public safety and the environment.   

 

Community Spotlight PSAs 

ABC-13 regularly produces and broadcasts 15 and 30-second public service announcements under its 

Community Spotlight banner.  The announcements promote the public service programs and activities of 

local nonprofit organizations, community groups and government entities.  The spots are broadcast on 

regular PSA rotation schedules and in special time slots on weekdays between 3:00 and 4:00 p.m. 

 

In the fourth quarter, the station produced and broadcasted PSAs promoting Share Your Holidays; the 

Almeda Street Tree Lighting and Kwanzaa Village; Crime Stoppers Annual Gala and National Voter 

Registration Day.    

 

 

ABC-13 PUBLIC SERVICE CAMPAIGNS 

 

Share Your Holidays 

ABC-13 held its 34
th

 Annual Share Your Holidays Food Drive on December 4 from 6am to 6pm.  It 

benefits the Houston Food Bank.  The drive was conducted with corporate support from Greater 

Houston Honda Dealers, Houston Ballet, Gexa Energy and Christian Brothers Automotive.  Donations 

were collected at ABC-13 and at numerous locations throughout the region, including HPD storefronts, 

Houston fire stations, corporate partner sites and community agencies in ten surrounding cities.  On the 

morning of the drive, the station broadcasted a one-hour live show.  The program called attention to the 

urgent issue of hunger in the Houston area and encouraged the public to make a donation.   

 

Culinary Masters 

ABC-13’s “Culinary Masters” is a campaign designed to highlight a prominent chef in the Houston area 

with proceeds benefitting the Houston Food Bank.  It is sponsored by Cadillac.  Chefs featured this 

quarter include Adam Dorris of Pax Americana in October, David Guerrero of Andes Café in November 

and Kate McLean of Tony’s in December.  

 

Operation 13 Save a Life 

“Operation 13 Save a Life” is a public safety campaign designed to increase awareness and educate 

consumers about the dangers of fire and carbon monoxide poisoning.  ABC-13 is running a series of 

vignettes, featuring firefighters from the Houston Fire Department educating viewers on the importance 

of fire safety and carbon monoxide poisoning.  Kidde donated 3,500 ten-year smoke detectors to the city 



 11 

of Houston for distribution to families in need.  “Save A Life Saturday” was hosted at the local Home 

Depot with HPD to educate the public on the importance of fire safety.  Sponsors are Kidde and Home 

Depot. 

 

Crohn’s & Colitis Foundation/ABC-13’s Women of Distinction 

ABC-13 in partnership with Mercedes Benz Dealers of Greater Houston and the Crohn’s & Colitis 

Foundation of America created a multi-platform campaign designed to promote awareness and 

donations for the local CCFA chapter.  The campaign consisted of a 30-minute special airing on 10/26 at 

6:30pm, 60 second vignettes and abc13.com elements.    

 

Hurricane Preparedness & Tracking Maps 

The station published its annual ABC-13 Hurricane Tracking Map & Guide, designed to promote 

hurricane preparedness.  The bilingual guide features a hurricane tracking map, information about 

hurricane threats, survival and evacuations and useful public safety websites and phone numbers.  The 

free printed materials are available to the public at Kroger stores.  Copies of the guide are also 

distributed to community groups, schools, nursing homes and businesses on request.  Corporate partner 

for the guide is Kroger.    

 

Change A Life/Donate Today 

ABC-13 and Goodwill partnered to highlight a monthly volunteer or employee whose life has changed 

through the Power of Work at ABC-13.  The campaign is designed to increase awareness that donations 

can change people’s lives.  ABC-13 runs promotional spots and digital elements on ABC-13’s digital 

platforms to promote the campaign.  The sponsor is Goodwill of Houston. 

 

Veterans Day Parade 

ABC-13 partnered with the City of Houston and underwriters AT&T and HEB to salute our local 

veterans with promotional spots and a live stream on abc13.com of the Veterans Day Parade in 

Downtown Houston. 

 

New Year’s Eve Houston 

ABC-13 in partnership with the City of Houston hosted New Year’s Eve Houston in Downtown 

Houston in the Theater District.  A free event to the public included live music and a fireworks 

celebration.  ABC-13 aired a one-hour live show on December 31 from 11pm to midnight and aired 

promotional spots pushing people to the event and to watch the special.  Sponsors are Houston First and 

the City of Houston. 

  

 

COMMUNITY FORUMS 

 

ABC-13 periodically holds community forums in various neighborhoods in the Houston area.  The 

forums provide a venue for station representatives to learn about issues of highest concern from 

community leaders for possible coverage on news and public affairs programs.  The Community Forum 

held this quarter was on the refugee crisis.  It brought together representatives from numerous 

organizations on the front lines of resettling refugees.  It was held at Interfaith Ministries headquarters.  

Among those in attendance, ABC-13 GM Henry Florsheim and ABC-13 Vice President of Community 

Affairs, Cynthia Cisneros. 
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WEBSITE RESOURCES 

 

The station’s website abc13.com features information, video streaming and links corresponding to its 

news reports, programs, PSAs and public service campaigns.  These informational resources cover a 

wide range of subjects, from news issues, current events and weather topics to health and consumer 

concerns.  The website also features video streaming of ABC-13 Community Close Up public affairs 

programs.  It also provides Doppler radar weather updates and traffic information.  In addition, 

abc13.com provides a calendar venue for community event postings.  In the fourth quarter, the website 

featured content coinciding with ABC-13’s public service campaigns: ABC-13’s Share Your Holidays 

and National Voter Registration Drive. 

 

 


