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ABC-13 – LOCAL PROGRAMS 

4th Quarter 2010 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY CLOSE UP PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMS 

 

ABC-13 broadcasts four locally-produced public affairs programs listed below under its ABC-13 

Community Close Up banner. The half-hour magazine format programs address a wide range of subjects 

of interest to the community, from hard issues and social service topics to human interest stories and 

culture and entertainment.  The programs are broadcasted on an alternating schedule on ABC-13’s 

Channel 13.1 on Sunday mornings at 11:00 and 11:30 a.m. 

 

City View   Issues and topics concerning the community at-large.   

                   Regular air date - first Sunday of the month, 11:00am. 

 

Crossroads    Issues and topics concerning the African American community. 

   Regular air date - second, Fourth and fourth Sunday of the month, 11:00 a.m. 

 

Visions             Issues and topics concerning the Asian/Pacific American community. 

                         Regular air date - first Sunday of the month, 11:30am. 

 

Viva Houston    Issues and topics concerning the Latino community. 

   Regular air date - second, third and fourth Sunday of the month, 11:30 a.m. 

 

 

13 EYEWITNESS NEWS PROGRAMS 

 

The following Eyewitness News programs aired live on Channel 13.1 in the fourth quarter. Selected 

news programs aired live simultaneously or were re-broadcasted on Channel 13.2. 

 

Eyewitness News at 4:30 AM (Weekdays 4:30 – 5:00am) 

Eyewitness News at 5:00 AM (Weekdays 5:00 – 5:30am) 

Eyewitness News at 5:30 AM (Weekdays 5:30 – 6:00am) 

Eyewitness News at 6:00 AM (Weekdays 6:00 – 7:00am) 

Tom Koch, Sharron Melton, Don Nelson and meteorologist Casey Curry anchored these morning 

newscasts, covering the latest overnight news, weather, sports and traffic. 

 

Eyewitness News at 11:00 AM (Weekdays 11:00 Am -12:00pm) 

Art Rascon, Sharron Melton and meteorologist Travis Herzog anchor these midday newscasts. The 

program covers the latest news and weather as well as entertainment news by Don Nelson.  

 

Eyewitness News at 4:00 PM (Weekdays 4:00  – 5:00pm) 

Eric Barajas, Ilona Carson and meteorologist Travis Herzog anchor this one-hour newscast.  The 

program includes the latest news and weather, consumer reports by Jeff Ehling and health reports by 

Christi Myers.  
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Eyewitness News Live at Five (Weekdays 5:00 - 5:30pm) 

Art Rascon, Melanie Lawson and chief meteorologist Tim Heller anchor this half-hour evening newscast 

covering the latest news, weather and sports.   

 

Eyewitness News at 6 PM  (Weekdays 6:00-7:00pm) 

Gina Gaston, Dave Ward, chief meteorologist Tim Heller and sports director Bob Allen anchor this one-

hour newscast covering the latest news, weather and sports. 

 

Eyewitness News at 10 PM (Weekdays 10:00 - 10:30pm) 

Dave Ward, Gina Gaston, chief meteorologist Tim Heller and sports director Bob Allen anchor this late 

evening newscast covering the latest news, weather and sports.   

 

Eyewitness News at 5:30 AM (Saturdays 5:30 – 6:00am) 

Eyewitness News at 6:00 AM (Saturdays 6:00 – 7:00am) 

Eyewitness News at 6:00 AM (Saturdays 8:00 – 9:00am) 

Elissa Rivas, Katie McCall and meteorologist David Tillman anchor these Saturday morning newscasts, 

reporting the latest news, weather and sports. 
 

Eyewitness News at 6:00 PM (Saturdays 6:00 – 6:30pm) 

Eyewitness News at 10 PM (Saturdays 10:00 – 10:30pm) 

Tom Abrahams, Adela Uchida, meteorologist David Tillman and sportscaster Tim Melton anchor these 

Saturday evening news programs covering the latest news, weather and sports. 

 

Eyewitness News at 6 AM (Sundays 6:00 – 7:00am) 

Eyewitness News at 8 AM (Sundays 8:00 – 10:00am) 

Elissa Rivas, Katie McCall and meteorologist David Tillman anchor these Sunday morning newscasts 

reporting the latest news, weather and sports.    

 

Eyewitness News at 5:30 PM (Sundays 5:30 – 6:00pm) 

Eyewitness News at 10 PM (Sundays 10:00 – 10:30pm) 

Tom Abrahams, Adela Uchida, meteorologist David Tillman and sportscaster Tim Melton anchor these 

Sunday evening news programs covering the latest news, weather and sports. 

 

 

WEATHER SPECIALS 

 

Tapping the expertise of the 13 Eyewitness News weather anchor team, weather specials addressing 

hurricane preparedness and tropical storm projections customarily air at the start of the hurricane season.    

The programs air on both Channels 13.1 and 13.2. 

 

 

SPORTS PROGRAMS 

 

The 13 Eyewitness News sports anchor team presents several programs throughout the year highlighting 

the latest sports news.  Other sports programs spotlight the Houston Texans, including pre-season 

football specials.  In addition, ABC-13 presents live broadcasts of selected area high school football 

games on Channel 13.2. 
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ABC-13 PRESENTS 

 

ABC-13 Presents programs cover a wide range of subjects, from medical topics, the environment, 

consumer concerns, health and beauty to sports, the arts and events that impact Houstonians.  The 

programs air on Channels 13.1.  Selected programs also air on Channel 13.2. 
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ABC TELEVISION PROGRAMS 

4th Quarter 2010 

 

 

 

 

ABC TELEVISION NETWORK NEWS 

 

ABC-13 broadcasts all ABC Television Network news programs and special reports as well as other 

primetime programming.  The network’s report entitled, ―ABC-TV Network Fourth Quarter 2010 

Program Information,‖ is filed separately.  A copy of the report is filed in ABC-13’s Public Inspection 

File. 
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FCC ISSUES REPORT – 4th Quarter 2010 

October - December  

KTRK-TV  

 

 

ABC-13 - CORE ISSUES 

4th Quarter 2010 

 

 

 

CORE ISSUES 

 

ABC-13 gave significant coverage to the following local community issues arising in the fourth quarter 

of 2010: 

 

1. DREAM Act 

2. Houston Budget Deficit 

3. Kids Bullying  

4. November Election 

5. Red Light Cameras 

 

The station’s coverage of these issues on news and public affairs programs is detailed in the next section 

of this report.   
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FCC ISSUES REPORT – 4th Quarter 2010 

October - December   

KTRK TV 

 

 

  

ABC-13  CORE ISSUES COVERAGE 

4th Quarter 2010 

 

 

 

DREAM ACT 

 

13 Eyewitness News.   Air Dates:  November 29.  December 2-4, 8-10, 15, 18, 19, 22.   Total 

Coverage:  31 Minutes. 

 

Immigration reform persisted as top a concern nationwide as it did in Houston, with its huge immigrant 

community.  Of particular interest to the public in the fourth quarter were issues surrounding the 

DREAM Act.   The proposed legislation would create a path to citizenship for undocumented 

immigrants who were illegally brought to the U.S. as children.  It would apply to anyone who was 

brought to the U.S. when they were less than 16 years of age and who has received a high school 

diploma or its equivalent.  Such undocumented residents could become U.S. residents after attending 

two years of college or after serving two years in the U.S. military.  Critics of the bill, which included 

U.S.  Senators John Cornyn and Kay Bailey Hutchison, opined that DREAM Act provisions amount the 

granting of "back-door amnesty" that would encourage more illegal immigration.   

 

In late November, groups advocating for the passage of the bill held a candlelight vigil outside Senator 

Kay Bailey Hutchison’s office at the Federal Building, in hope of gaining her support for the bill.  Public 

debate by government and community leaders concerning the bill prevailed throughout the fourth 

quarter locally and across the country.  In early December, the Department of Defense announced its 

support of the bill, stating that it would help improve the military by expanding its recruiting pool. 

Currently only twenty-five percent of eligible young Americans enlist in the military.   

 

The DREAM Act has failed to pass in Congress twice in the past.  President Barak Obama pushed for 

the passage of the bill. On December 8, the House passed the controversial bill, with the vote split along 

party lines, with its defeat in the Senate expected.  On December 10, the Senate postponed its vote on 

the bill.  LULAC and other supporters of the bill rallied again in support of the bill outside Senator 

Hutchison’s office.  On December 25, the DREAM Act fell five votes short of the 60 needed for its 

passage the Senate, with five Democrats joining 36 Republicans to block the bill.  President Obama 

called the outcome ―incredibly disappointing.‖ Democrats promised reintroduce the bill again next year.   

 

At the close of the quarter, the case of 20 year-old college student from Texas, Hector Lopez, got 

national attention. Lopez, who was brought to the U.S. illegally by his parents when he was an infant, 

was ordered to be deported to Mexico.  Growing up as an American, Lopez has no relatives in Mexico 

or knowledge of that country’s language and culture. With the support of a Dallas man who advocated 

on his behalf, a judge approved the student’s early release pending an asylum hearing.    

 



 8 

ABC-13 Community Close Up:  Viva Houston.  Air Date:  November 21, 11:30 a.m.  Total 

Coverage:  2 Minutes 

 

A talk with LULAC Youth Council members Melissa Gil, a senior at Bellaire High School, and 

Christopher Merino, a sophomore at Mount Carmel Academy, included brief comments concerning the 

significance of proposed DREAM Act to many Latino students who brought to this country illegally as 

young children by their parents and relatives.  

 

 

HOUSTON BUDGET DEFICIT 

 

13 Eyewitness News.   Air Dates:  November 8-10, 12, 15-19, 21, 26, 27, 30.  December 1, 3, 4, 5, 7-9, 

13-16, 20, 22, 23, 29, 30, 31.  Total Coverage:   1 Hour 19 Minutes. 

 

From job losses to tax hikes, Houstonians began hearing of how the City of Houston budget shortfall 

could impact them.  In early November, the official word is that the City is $9 million over budget.  If 

nothing is done to address the shortage, that figure could grow to as much as $80 million.  City Council 

members considered several options to address the deficit, including across-the-board pay cuts and 

mandated furloughs for civilian employees.  On November 2, Houstonians voted to remove red light 

cameras, which generate significant revenues from red light traffic ticket fines, surmounting the City’s 

budget crisis.   The word from City Hall is that there will be no tax hikes.   

 

Houston Police Chief Charles McClelland estimated that HPD is losing $4.3 million in red light camera 

revenues.  This means that HPD will have to cut next year’s budget by $26 million.  HPD announced 

that it will delay some cadet classes.  This presents a problem, with 1,800 officers currently eligible for 

retirement. HPD plans to eliminate 39 unfilled civilian positions and cut back on overtime pay.   

 

The Houston Fire Department must cut its budget by $13 million, which will be done through the 

consolidation of jobs.  Some firefighters expressed concern over how the cuts will impact safety.  

Houston Fire Chief Terry Garrison proposed the consolidation of ambulances and cutting 24 paramedic 

jobs.  The Houston Firefighters Union said that this will slow down ambulance emergency response.  

Chief Garrison submitted a reorganization plan to City Council—a ―pilot program‖ that would be 

implemented at the end of December.  The Department plans to reduce its rapid response units from 18 

to 11.  Medical technicians from the disbanded units will fill in for other ambulance crews to reduce the 

need for overtime pay.  

 

On December 3, Mayor Annise Parker announced that she has approved a plan for voluntary furloughs 

for City employees to help address the budget shortfall.  The mayor asked civilian employees to 

voluntarily take off one day without pay between December 11 and 24.  Hundreds of employees took an 

unpaid day, saving the City $164,411, seen as a start but not enough to make an impact on the budget 

crisis.   

 

On December 9, City Council gave Mayor Parker the authority to order mandatory furloughs for civilian 

employees.  The City reported that it wants to raise revenue through the sale of $16 million worth of real 

estate property, an increase some permit fees and the consolidation of its fleet of vehicles.  On 

December 30, the mayor announced that civilians with annual salaries of $24,000 and up will now be 

required to take six furlough days over the next six months to save the City $5 million.  This will not 

close the budget gap, which is at about $13 million.  The mandatory furlough does not impact 

employing earning annual pay of less than $24,000, nor police, firefighters and some Houston 

Emergency Center personnel. 
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KIDS BULLYING 

 

13 Eyewitness News.  Air Dates:  October 1-9, 11, 12, 15, 17-21, 26, 27.  November 4-7, 9-16, 20-22, 

24, 30.  December 4 & 14.   Total Coverage:  1 Hour 31 Minutes. 

 

On October 1, the Harris County District Attorney’s Office reported that it is investigating whether 

bullying played a role in a teenager’s suicide.  Thirteen year-old Asher Brown shot himself at his home 

in Cypresswood in late September. The boy’s parent’s claimed that the eighth grader was subjected to 

two years of intense bullying at Hamilton Middle School in Cy-Fair ISD.  The parents allege that the 

school district ignored their attempts to stop the bullying.  District officials claim that they cannot find 

record of their complaints. The parents of the boy said that their son was repeatedly teased about his 

religion and sexual orientation.  Hundreds of people attended a funeral memorial for the young boy.  

State Representatives Garnet Coleman and Jessica Farrar announced that they will file a Dignity for All 

Students Act in the next legislative session.  The legislation would require Texas educators to undergo 

specialized training to prevent and respond to student bullying and harassment.   

 

On October 4, another case of extreme bullying was reported.  A family in La Porte said that their son 

Cody Lane was attacked by a group of students, despite his efforts to get help from school officials.  The 

parents want the school district to do a better job of protecting their son and to get tougher on bullies.  A 

student accused of attacking Lane was suspended and charged with assault.   

 

On October 5, several groups gathered at Hamilton Middle School for a rally and vigil calling for a 

tougher stance against bullying.  Meantime, Cypress-Fair School District conducted an investigation on 

whether district employees responded adequately to reports of bullying.  The district said its school 

administrators will seek advice from experts on how to improve student safety.   

 

National outrage against bullying ensued with the report of another case of suicide.  Rutgers University 

student Tyler Clements, distressed over the streaming of video of a sexual encounter between him and 

another man, jumped to his death from a bridge.  New Jersey Senator Frank Lautenberg said he will 

introduce federal legislation requiring colleges to adopt an anti-bullying code of conduct. 

 

On October 18, a panel of federal and local officials held a summit at City Hall to address the issue and 

explore solutions.  Parents, teachers and students took part in the hearings and discussions.  State law 

bans bullying but does not address concrete ways to enforce the ban.  On October 20, an anti-bullying 

pep rally was held at Memorial Elementary School, in response to the recent rise of suicides by victims 

of bullying.  The Department of Education sent letters to schools indicating they could be violating 

federal law and fall at risk of losing federal funding if they tolerate or fail to adequately address 

bullying, including ethnic, sexual and gender-based harassment.  A new study from the Josephson 

Institute of Ethnics indicates that fifty-percent of 43,000 high school students surveyed admit to being 

bullies and forty-three percent said they have been harassed.   

 

Several other events addressing bullying were held, including a rally at St. Vincent de Paul Catholic 

School, an HISD town hall meeting and an anti-bullying awareness festival at Jackson Middle School.  

Houston Police officers reached out to students at the Rice School to counsel them on what to do if they 

are being bullied. HISD board passed a resolution stating the district will not tolerate bullying.  

 

    

 



 10 

NOVEMBER ELECTION 

 

13 Eyewitness News.   Air Dates:  October 1, 3, 4-6, 8-31.  November  1-21, 24, 27-30.  December 1.  

Total  Coverage:  7 Hours 18 Minutes. 

 

Eyewitness News provided complete coverage of races and propositions on the November 2 Ballot, 

including on-location reports on political developments of highest interest locally, statewide and 

nationwide.  The reports assessed issues surrounding high profile races, the Tea Party movement and the 

heated partisan battle for political power.    

 

Reports followed issues surrounding major high stakes candidates on the campaign trail, Tea Party 

rallies and cross-country campaign tours by high profile political figures such as President Barak Obama 

and Sarah Palin.  News reports covered the growing presence and influence of the Tea Party, with its 

protests against big government, anti-Obama sentiment and criticism of Republican leadership.   

 

Coverage on statewide races included significant treatment of the race for Governor between Republican 

incumbent Rick Perry and his Democratic opponent, former Houston mayor Bill White.  An issue for 

voters was the fact that there was no public debate between Perry and White.  Throughout the last weeks 

of the campaign, the two candidates taunted each other in a stalemate, with Perry refusing to engage in a 

formal public debate unless White released certain financial records.  White said he had released all 

financial records necessary and accused Perry of playing up to Washington politics to take advantage of 

intense anti-Obama and anti-Democratic Party sentiment instead of responding to local issues.  Political 

observers noted that White’s failure to publicly and personally greet President Barak Obama when he 

visited Texas hurt his campaign and cost him Democratic votes.   

 

News reports also focused on other state races for top state posts, including Senate and House seats for 

Houston area districts. Echoing the trend across the country, the November midterm election resulted in 

big gains for the GOP in the state legislature.  News reports gave significant treatment to races and 

propositions on the Harris County, as well as to items on the ballots of surrounding counties.  Of special 

interest on the Harris County ballot were three City of Houston propositions. The most controversial was 

Proposition 3, which asked voters whether the City should continue using intersection cameras to catch 

red light runners. Voters against red light cameras outnumbered those for the cameras by about seven 

percent. The biggest political upset was seen in the race for Harris County Commissioner Precinct 2, in 

which longtime incumbent Sylvia Garcia lost to Republican political unknown Jack Norman.  Reflecting 

the national trend influenced by the Tea Party, a Republican sweep was seen across the board at the 

local level, including a slew of judgeships in Harris County. 

 

Eyewitness News kept voters informed throughout the quarter, providing voter education and 

information about the ballot, early voting and polling places.  News reporters followed gubernatorial 

candidates on their campaign tours, filing reports on the latest developments. Locally, reports addressed 

complaints from poll officials who had to wait in line into the night to get voting equipment and 

materials for their precincts. This problem arose as Harris County was faced with having to procure and 

replace voting machines that were destroyed in a fire just weeks before the election.  Eyewitness News 

also reported on some voter complaints of voter harassment by poll watchers and on misleading leaflets 

received by some voters in minority neighborhoods.  Throughout the weeks leading to the election, 

News reports also presented comments and insights on election issues by ABC-13 political analyst Dr. 

Richard Murray.   

 

On election night, the news team closely followed election returns, with Eyewitness News at 10 p.m. 

extended until 11:00 p.m.  Live cut-ins and crawls were broadcasted late into the night, issuing election 
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return updates.  Election Day coverage included on-location reports from key sites throughout the 

region, including White’s election night headquarters.  Reporters were also on-location in Buda, Texas, 

where Perry’s campaign was headquartered, and in Washington, DC, covering the latest returns in high 

profile races of national interest.  Eyewitness News provided comprehensive post-election coverage, 

highlighting the outcome of major races and the vote on various propositions on the ballot. 

 

ABC-13 Community Close Up: Voting Counts. Air Date:  Oct. 17, 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  Total 

Coverage:  1 Hour. 

 

Hosted by news anchors Art Rascon and Melanie Lawson, this election season one-hour special covered 

a full range of topics of interest to voter, as follows: 

*What’s on the Ballot? Harris County Budget – package by Miya Shay 

*Race for Harris County Judge Candidates – a talk with Republican incumbent Ed Emmett & 

Democratic challenger Gordon Quan 

*Gubernatorial Race – package by Ted Oberg 

*Race for Governor – talk with political expert Dr. Richard Murray 

*Harris County Judicial Races – talk with Mark Kelly, Houston Bar Association 

*Propositions on the Harris County Ballot – Overview 

*Proposition 1 - package by Miya Shay  

*Proposition 3 – a briefing with Houston City Council member Jolanda Jones & former Harris County 

Tax Assessor Paul Bettencourt 

*Voter Information – a talk with Christina Gorczynski, Executive Director, League of Women Voters-

Houston Area, and Nina Nguyen, VN Teamwork 

 

ABC-13 Community Close Up:  Crossroads.  Air Date:  October 31, 11:00 a.m.  Total Coverage:  6 

Minutes.   

 

This program presented a news story by Miya Shay about a flyer received by some voters in minority 

neighborhoods telling them not vote straight Democratic because that would be a vote for Republicans.  

The program also featured a talk addressing reports of voter intimidation at the polls with guests Claude 

Foster, NAACP Political Action Chair, Dr. Edith Irby Jones, NAACP supporter.    

 

ABC-13 Community Close Up:  Viva Houston.  Air Date:  October 31, 11:30 a.m.  Total Coverage:  

24 Minutes. 

 

The program addressed issues concerning the Latino vote and national, state and local races of special 

interest to this growing electorate. Talk guests were political experts Dr. Tatcho Mindiola, Executive 

Director, UH Center for Mexican American Studies, Lydia Camarillo, National Vice-President of 

Southwest Voter Registration Education Project, and Marc Campos, political consultant with Campos 

Communications.  The program also presented a talk on voter education with guest Claudia Ortega 

Hogue, Director of Civic Engagement, NALEO Educational Fund. 

 

ABC-13-Community Close Up:  City View.  Air Date:  November 7, 11:00 a.m.  Total Coverage:  5 

Minutes. 

 

The program featured a talk on the country’s shift of political power seen in the Election Day 

Republican sweep in races across the nationwide.  Talk guests were Dave Smith, Houston Young 

Republicans president, and Steven David, Harris County Democrats spokesman. 
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ABC-13 Community Close Up:  Visions.  Air Date:  November 7, 11:30 a.m.  Total Coverage:  9 

Minutes. 

 

The program featured a talk on the November 2 Election results with attention to national, state and 

local political races of special interest to the Asian/Pacific American community.  Talk guests were 

Rogene Lee Calvert, community advocate, and Chris Begala, political strategist. 

 

ABC-13 Community Close Up:  Crossroads.  Air Date:  November 14, 11:00 a.m.  Total Coverage:  

5 Minutes. 

 

The program featured a talk on the political implications of the November 2 Election outcome for the 

African American community, the dramatic shift of power to Republicans, the African American vote 

and redistricting. The guest for this talk was political analyst Sanders Anderson, Jr., PhD. 

 

ABC-13 Community Close Up:  Viva Houston.  Air Date:  November 14, 11:30 a.m.  Total 

Coverage:  24 Minutes. 

 

The program featured a discussion of the November 2 Election outcome, with a look at major races, 

races of special interest to Latino constituencies.  The talk includes commentaries on the race for 

governor, Harris County Commissioner Sylvia Garcia’s loss to a Republican political unknown, and the 

City of Houston’s controversial Proposition 3 dealing with red light cameras.   The guests for this talk 

were newly-re-elected State Representative, District 145, Carol Alvarado and Harris County Treasurer 

Orlando Sanchez, along with J. Michael Trevino, advocacy consultant with Trevino & Company. 

 

ABC-13 Community Close Up:  Viva Houston.  Air Date:  November 28, 11:30 a.m.  Total 

Coverage:  5 Minutes. 

 

The program featured a talk with longtime Harris County Commissioner, Precinct 2, Sylvia Garcia, who 

lost her bid to re-election to Republican political unknown, attorney Jack Norman, in the biggest 

political upset in the county in thirty years.  The outcome was in line with the dramatic political sweep 

in races across the country by Republicans. Garcia shared her insights on the political climate 

surrounding the midterm election, the issues of highest priority for Precinct 2 and the biggest before 

Commissioners Court. 

 

 

RED LIGHT CAMERAS 

 

13 Eyewitness News.  Air Dates:   October 18.  November 1-4, 8-16, 18, 19, 27-30.  December 1, 3, 4, 

7, 9, 10, 12, 13, 16, 27.  Total Coverage:   3 Hours 2 Minutes. 

 

The  most contentious measure on the November 2 Election Harris County ballot was City of Houston’s 

Proposition 3, which asked voters whether the City of Houston should continue its use intersection 

cameras to catch red light runners.  Election returns showed that voters are against the continued use of 

red light cameras by a margin of about seven percent of the vote.  In Baytown, voters overwhelmingly 

voted for limiting the city’s use of the controversial red lights cameras.   

 

In Houston, the group supporting red light cameras announced that it would be filing a lawsuit 

challenging the election results.  Meantime, the City of Houston announced that the cameras are to stay 

up until the start of the year or possibly longer.  The cameras have been in operation at 70 city 
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intersections for the past four years.  Supporters of the cameras argued that they help prevent 

accidents.  Citizens Against Red Light Cameras collected 20,000 signatures to put the measure on the 

ballot.   

 

Now the City of Houston is faced with having to break its contract with the Arizona-based company that 

operates the red light camera program.  Mayor Annise Parker said that getting rid of the city’s red light 

camera system will lead to lay-offs.  The cameras generate about $7 million a year from traffic fines for 

the Police Department.  The mayor warned that without this revenue the city will have to make cuts to 

balance the budget.  

 

Meantime, opponents of the cameras demanded that the cameras be removed by November 15, when 

election results are certified. The City Attorney said the city is required to give companies a 120-day 

notice when terminating a contract and that the cameras will have to stay in place until March.  

Opponents of the cameras threatened a lawsuit and called the ordeal a political conspiracy to invalidate 

the election. 

 

On November 11, there was still no official word from the city as to when the cameras would be turned 

off or removed.  The City has an 8-year contract with Phoenix-based American Traffic Solutions to 

operate the red light cameras. Turning off the cameras could cost taxpayers $677,000.  On November 

14, the cameras were turned off but not removed.  Expecting to be sued by ATS, the City filed a pre-

emptive lawsuit against the company, challenging the city’s liability for its early termination of the 

contract.  ATS filed a counter-claim, saying the city broke its contract that that the election is invalid.  

On November 27, a federal judge issued an injunction barring the removal of red light cameras pending 

a ruling on whether or not the referendum was constitutional. 

 

At the close of the quarter, city leaders dealt with the effect of loss of red light camera revenues and a 

huge budget shortfall.  The city expects the police department to lose $7 million a year as a result of 

turning off the cameras. Meantime, the legal fallout ensures, along with costly financial consequences.  

 
 

ABC-13 Community Close Up: Voting Counts. Air Date:  Oct. 17, 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  Total 

Coverage:  5 Minutes. 

 

This election season one-hour special included a segment covering issues surround City of Houston’s 

Proposition 3 with Houston City Council member Jolanda Jones and former Harris County Tax Assessor 

Paul Bettencourt. 
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ABC-13 - PUBLIC SERVICE 

4th Quarter 2010 

 

 

 

ABC-13 PUBLIC SERVICE CAMPAIGNS 

 

Breast Cancer Awareness Month 

 

ABC-13 promoted Breast Cancer Awareness Month during October, in partnership with the 

American Cancer Society.  The campaign featured a schedule of on-air spots sponsored by Star 

Furniture stressing breast cancer prevention.  The spots consisted of vignettes featuring ABC-13 

female anchors calling attention to breast cancer statistics and the importance of annual 

mammograms and of putting one’s health first.  
 

Share Your Holidays 

 

ABC-13 held its 30
th

 Annual Share Your Holidays Food Drive on Friday December 10, from 6:00 a.m. 

to 6 p.m., benefiting the Houston Food Bank.  The drive was sponsored with support from corporate 

partners Gexa Energy, First Community Credit Union, The UPS Store and Texas Gulf Coast Honda 

Dealers.  The public was invited to drop off donations of nonperishable food at the station and numerous 

collections sites throughout the region, including Houston police and fire stations, corporate sponsor 

sites and locations in nine surrounding towns.  ABC-13 broadcasted a one-hour live show on the 

morning of the drive to address the issue of hunger and promote public participation. In addition, the 

station promoted the drive through news reports, coverage on public affairs programs, a schedule of on-

air spots and website promotions.  This year the drive collected 717,196 pounds of nonperishable food, 

1.3 million pounds of produce donated by the Houston Fresh Fruit & Vegetables Association and 

$173,843 in cash contributions.  The donations were distributed by the Houston Food Bank’s 111 

affiliate agencies to 52,527 residents throughout the 18-county Gulf Coast region. Share Your Holidays 

helped brighten the holidays for 12,000 families in need, including 26,694 children and 25,833 adults. 

 

Connect with Kids 

 

ABC-13’s ―Connect with Kids‖ campaign is designed to educate the community about character, life 

skills and drug-free school initiatives.  The campaign is conducted with corporate support from 

Depelchin Children’s Center and participation by school districts in the Greater Houston area.  

Campaign promotions include on-air spots, weekly news reports and website resources that help parents 

guide their children as they grow and develop intellectually and socially.   

 

 

WEBSITE RESOURCES 

 

The station’s website abc13.com features information, video streaming and links corresponding to its 

news reports, programs, PSAs and public service campaigns.  These informational resources cover a 
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wide range of topics, from news issues, current events and weather to health and consumer concerns.  

The website streams Eyewitness News reports and ABC-13 Community Close Up programs.  It provides 

Doppler radar weather updates and traffic information.  In the weeks leading up to the November 

Election, the station’s website featured news, voter information and website links to official government 

voter information sources.   The website also featured content pertaining to ABC-13’s Connect with 

Kids campaign and the station’s annual Share Your Holidays Food Drive.  In addition, the website 

provided a calendar venue for community event listings.      


