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ABC-13 - LOCAL PROGRAMS
3rd Quarter 2017

ABC-13 PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMS

ABC-13 broadcasts four locally-produced programs listed below under its public affairs banner ABC-13 
Community Close Up.  The half-hour magazine format programs address a wide range of subjects of 
interest to the community, from hard issues and social service topics to human interest stories and 
culture and entertainment.  The programs are broadcast on ABC-13’s Channel 13.1 on Sunday mornings 
at 5:30 a.m., noon and 12:30 p.m.  The programs are re-aired on the station’s Channel 13.2.

City View
Issues and topics concerning the community at-large.  
Regular air date - first Sunday of the month at noon.  Among the issues discussed this quarter include:  
an examination of the controversial “bathroom bill” which would require transgender Texans to use the 
restroom that matches the gender of their birth certificate.  Social conservatives and Texas Lieutenant 
governor Dan Patrick backed the legislation.  Gay rights groups, business leaders and moderate voices in 
the Texas Legislature opposed it.  The measure failed to make it out of the Texas House of 
Representatives during the state’s special legislative session.  But the issue is likely to re-emerge as a 
conservative litmus test during next year’s GOP primary elections.  This quarter also featured a look at 
the growing threat from Mexican drug cartels and details on several mass burial grounds where alleged 
cartel victims’ bodies are believed to have been dumped.            

Crossroads
Issues and topics concerning the African American community.  
Regular air date - second, third and fourth Sunday of the month, at noon.  Among the issues discussed 
include: a discussion on the mental health concerns of storm victims following Hurricane Harvey’s 
widespread devastation.  We discussed a study that suggests that African Americans’ trauma symptoms 
surface months later than other ethnic groups.  We also tackled some of the insurance and legal issues 
homeowners and renters faced following Hurricane Harvey.  We profiled an organization in town that is 
helping to find long-term housing for residents who lost their homes in the storm.  We previewed the 
Nigerian Cultural Parade celebrating the country’s 57th independence.  Houston has the largest Nigerian 
population outside of Africa.  We told viewers about an event called, “Liftoff Houston,” which is a 
business plan competition offering cash to individuals with the best business idea.  We addressed the 
controversy over the Trump Administration’s proposal to ban transgender individuals from serving in 
the military.  We also talked to the founder of a program that aims to prevent verbal, emotional and 
sexual abuse on the high school level.   We spoke to the author of a book about the all-black Prairie 
View Interscholastic League.  The PVIL existed before integration and was a breeding ground for some 
of the greatest athletic talent in sports.  We interviewed Carl Lewis, the winner of 9 Olympic gold 
medals and 10 World Championship medals.  Lewis previewed some new technology designed to help 
improve the workout habits of everyday runners.  We spotlighted a Big Brothers Big Sisters program to 
encourage more African Americans to participate.  According to a U.S. Census Bureau survey, one-in-
three children in this country live apart from their biological fathers.  In the African American 
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community, it is nearly two-in-three.  We reported on a study that found that African American girls 
were supposedly “less innocent” than their white counterparts.  We spoke to a psychologist about how 
stereotypes like it impact the lives of young Black girls as they transition from adolescence into 
adulthood.   

Visions
Issues and topics concerning the Asian/Pacific-American community.
Regular air date - first Sunday of the month, at 12:30pm.  Among the issues discussed this 
quarter include: a discussion on the significance of the Hijab in Muslim culture.  For many Muslim 
women it holds deep meaning tied to spiritual beliefs, tradition and femininity.  A new book explores
what the Hijab means to those who wear it and to those who don’t.  Also, an interview with Karun 
Sreerama, who in January became the City of Houston’s first Asian Department Director. We also 
previewed the Houston area’s first ever South Asian Music Fest, featuring rock bands and artists
from India, Pakistan and Bangladesh.  We explored a new study that finds that Asian-Americans 
may be facing higher numbers of government espionage claims.  Some say it is linked to almost 
two centuries of racial stereotyping where the loyalty of Asian-Americans to the United States has
been repeatedly challenged.  We shared details on an exhibit of Islamic art on display at Houston City 
Hall.  The Arts of the Islamic World exhibition showcased the many contributions of Muslims and 
spotlighted the rich diversity of the Houston area.  We also interviewed the 2017 winner of the Miss 
Chinatown Houston competition.  The pageant has been put on for over 40 years to help young Chinese-
American women develop their interpersonal skills, talents and goals to attain higher education.

Viva Houston
Issues and topics concerning the Latino community.
Regular air date - second, third and fourth Sunday of the month, at 5:30am and 12:30pm.  Among the 
issues discussed this quarter include: a discussion on the Trump administration’s decision to rescind the 
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals program, or DACA.  That Obama-era program protected young 
undocumented immigrants from deportation.  In the aftermath of Hurricane Harvey, we spoke to 
representatives from FEMA and the U.S. Small Business Administration on how to apply for federal 
flood relief.  We previewed Houston Welcoming Week, created to bring together immigrants, refugees 
and native-born Houstonians in a united cause of celebrating the city’s rich diversity.  We profiled the 
Anti-Defamation League’s “No Place for Hate” campaign which targets young people to create positive 
environments in locals schools.  We spoke to a man who is introducing poetry into the lives of young 
men and women in hopes of ending the school-to-prison pipeline. We spoke to Houstonians who are 
uniting to help Venezuelans affected by political unrest in that country.  We profiled the Latino Health 
Summit which aimed to enhance the health status of the Latino population.  We spoke to aerosol artist 
Gonzo247 who is repainting a faded, but iconic East End mural called, “The Rebirth of Our 
Nationality.”  We spoke to a member of the Houston Independent School District following a warning 
about a possible state takeover if the district does not do something to turn around the academic 
performance of some of its schools.  We visited “Hispanicize,” an event which brought together 
hundreds of journalists, digital content creators and entrepreneurs to connect them to the booming 
Hispanic consumer market.  We also spoke to a Houston woman who competed in the 2012 Olympics 
for Mexico who was awarded in 2017 a bronze medal after a doping scandal moved her from sixth place 
to third.   

.  
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ABC-13 NEWS PROGRAMS

13 Eyewitness News
The following Eyewitness News programs aired live on Channel 13.1 in the third quarter. Selected news 
programs aired live simultaneously or were re-broadcasted on Channel 13.2.

Eyewitness News at 4:30 AM (Weekdays 4:30 – 5:00am)
Eyewitness News at 5:00 AM (Weekdays 5:00 – 5:30am)
Eyewitness News at 5:30 AM (Weekdays 5:30 – 6:00am)
Eyewitness News at 6:00 AM (Weekdays 6:00 – 7:00am)
Tom Koch, Samica Knight and meteorologist Travis Herzog anchor these three half-hour and one one-
hour morning newscasts.  The programs cover the latest overnight news, weather, sports, traffic reports 
and money-saving tips from Patricia Lopez.

Eyewitness News at 11:00 AM (Weekdays 11:00 am -12:00pm)
Melanie Lawson, Art Rascon and meteorologist Casey Curry anchor this midday newscast. The program 
covers the latest news and weather, as well as entertainment news. 

Eyewitness News at 4:00 PM (Weekdays 4:00 – 5:00pm)
Eric Barajas, Ilona Carson and chief meteorologist Tim Heller anchor this one-hour newscast.  The 
program includes the latest news and weather and money-saving tips from Patricia Lopez. 

Eyewitness News Live at Five (Weekdays 5:00 - 5:30pm)
Art Rascon, Melanie Lawson and chief meteorologist Tim Heller anchor this half-hour evening newscast 
covering the latest news, weather and sports.   

Eyewitness News at 6 PM (Weekdays 6:00-6:30pm)
Gina Gaston, Art Rascon, chief meteorologist Tim Heller and sports director Greg Bailey anchor this 
half-hour newscast covering the latest news, sports and weather.

Eyewitness News at 6:30 PM   (Weekdays 6:30-7:00pm)
Ilona Carson, Erik Barajas, chief meteorologist Tim Heller and sports director Greg Bailey anchor this half-hour newscast 
covering the latest news, sports and weather.

Eyewitness News at 10 PM (Weekdays 10:00 - 10:35pm)
Ilona Carson, Gina Gaston, Erik Barajas, chief meteorologist Tim Heller and sports director Greg Bailey 
anchor this late evening half-hour newscast, covering the latest news, weather and sports.  

Eyewitness News at 5:30 AM (Saturdays 5:30 – 6:00am)
Eyewitness News at 6:00 AM (Saturdays 6:00 – 7:00am)
Chauncy Glover, Mayra Moreno and meteorologist Elita Loresca anchor these newscasts reporting the 
latest news, weather and sports.

Eyewitness News at 6:00 PM (Saturdays 6:00 – 6:30pm)
Eyewitness News at 10 PM (Saturdays 10:00 – 10:30pm)
Tom Abrahams, Natasha Barrett, meteorologist David Tillman and sportscaster Bob Slovak anchor these 
news programs covering the latest news, weather and sports.
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Eyewitness News at 6 AM (Sundays 6:00 – 7:00am)
Eyewitness News at 8 AM (Sundays 8:00 – 10:00am)
Chauncy Glover, Mayra Moreno and meteorologist Elita Loresca anchor these Sunday morning 
newscasts reporting the latest news, weather and sports.   

Eyewitness News at 5:30 PM (Sundays 5:30 – 6:00pm)
Eyewitness News at 10 PM (Sundays 10:00 – 10:30pm)
Tom Abrahams, Natasha Barrett, meteorologist David Tillman and sportscaster Bob Slovak anchor these 
Sunday evening news programs covering the latest news, weather and sports.
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LOCALLY PRODUCED PROGRAMS

Channel 13.1 Programming

ABC-13 Presents
ABC-13 Presents productions are locally produced specials covering a full range of subjects, including 
medical topics, the environment, consumer reports, health and beauty, sports, the arts and events that 
impact Houstonians.  ABC-13 Presents programs regularly air on Channel 13.1.  On July 1st at 6:30pm, 
we aired “Houston: Red, White and Wow!” to preview our Independence Day coverage.  On July 2nd at 
10:35pm, we ran a hurricane special called, “Eyewitness Weather: Extreme Storms.”  On July 4th from 
7pm-10pm, we broadcast live the 2017 “Freedom Over Houston” Independence Day special.  On July 
28th at 7pm, we aired “Jeff Bagwell: Hall of Fame 2017.”  On July 30th at 10:35pm, we aired the 2017 
“Houston Art Car Parade.”  On August 8th at 7pm, we aired a Houston Texans special called, 
“Countdown to Kickoff.”  And on August 9th at 6:30pm, we aired an NFL season preview called, “Are 
You Ready for Some Football?”

Channel 13.2 Programming
ABC-13’s Channel 13.2 features a variety of locally produced programs, including 13Eyewitness News, 
ABC-13 Presents, ABC-13 Community Close Up and Live Well HD Network.  Channel 13.2 also features 
children’s programs and local high school football games.

Live Well HD Network
Launched by the 8 ABC-owned television stations, Live Well HD Network programs help viewers 
improve their daily lives.  The network airs on Channel 13.2.  The network consists of numerous half-
hour programs covering a variety of lifestyle topics, including:
Motion – outdoor activities
Say Ahh – health and medicine
Advice for Life – personal growth
Mirror, Mirror – beauty and fashion (locally produced by KTRK)
Deals – money-saving tips (locally produced by KTRK)
Let’s Dish – health cooking
Home with Lisa Quinn – interior design

Channel 13.3 Programming
The station’s HDTV Channel 13.3 broadcasts Laff TV, featuring vintage television comedy reruns.  
Channel 13.3 also features children’s programs.  
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ABC TELEVISION NETWORK NEWS

ABC-13 broadcasts all ABC Television Network news programs and special reports.  The network’s 
report entitled, “ABC-TV Network Third Quarter 2017 Program Information,” is filed separately.  A 
copy of the report is filed in ABC-13’s Public Inspection File.
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ABC-13 - CORE ISSUES
3rd Quarter 2017

CORE ISSUES

ABC-13 gave significant coverage to the following community issues and concerns arising in the third 
quarter of 2017:

1.  Hurricane Harvey
2.  Confederate Monuments Controversy
3.  Jeff Bagwell Enters MLB Hall of Fame
4.  Immigration Law (SB4)
5.  Bathroom Bill
 

The station’s coverage of these core issues is detailed in the next section of this report.
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ABC-13 - CORE ISSUES COVERAGE
3rd Quarter 2017

HURRICANE HARVEY  
 
Eyewitness News.  Air Dates:   August 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31.  September 1, 2, 3, 4, 
5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30.  Total 
coverage:  135 Hours 34 Minutes 

13 Eyewitness News reported on Hurricane Harvey.  The historic rain affected hundreds of thousands of 
residents throughout the Houston area.  Flood waters forced evacuations and emergency rescues in 
Northeast Houston, Richmond, Dickinson, Kingwood, Baytown and many other communities.  ABC-13 
provided continuous coverage for nearly one week with reporters spread out over a multi-county region 
to report on dramatic rescues, flooded neighborhoods and stories of survival.  ABC sister stations from 
New York, Chicago, Los Angeles, San Francisco and Raleigh-Durham also sent reporters and 
photographers to Houston to help cover this historic storm.  Harvey has been described as a 1 in 1,000 
year event.  An estimated 1 trillion gallons of rainwater fell on the Houston area.  The storm raised 
questions about how Houston should grow in the future.  Some experts say the city’s engineering is 
based on old statistics that don’t take climate change into account.  The estimated economic cost of the 
storm has been placed at over $200 billion dollars – more than hurricanes Katrina and Sandy combined. 

CONFEDERATE MONUMENTS CONTROVERSY

Eyewitness News.  Air Dates:   August 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24.  Total Coverage:  1 Hour 
53 Minutes 

13 Eyewitness News reported on the controversy involving Confederate monuments.  In Houston, a man 
was arrested and charged with trying to blow up a Confederate statue of Richard Dowling in Hermann 
Park.  Authorities say 25-year old Andrew Schneck was found by a Houston Park Ranger with materials 
capable of creating an explosive device.  According to authorities, Schneck admitted to the officer that 
he wanted to do harm to the statue because he disliked Richard Dowling’s link to the Confederacy.  A 
check later at Schneck’s home found other explosive chemicals.  He is currently in government custody 
and could face five to 40 years in prison as well as a potential fine of up to $250,000.  He has not yet 
entered a plea.  Also, we reported on the renaming of a street named after Richard Dowling in one of 
Houston’s African American neighborhoods.  Dowling Street is now renamed Emancipation Avenue.  
We also traveled to Austin where the state’s flagship university took down four Confederate statues on 
campus.  Meantime, several city and county leaders have argued that Confederate monuments, symbols 
and other tributes belong only in museums and history books.            
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                                      JEFF BAGWELL ENTERS MLB HALL OF FAME

Eyewitness News.  Air Dates:   July 12, 13, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31.  August 1, 2, 3, 4.  
Total Coverage:  1 Hours 52 Minutes 

13 Eyewitness News reported on the induction of Houston Astros great Jeff Bagwell into the Major 
League Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, NY.  ABC13 Sports Director Greg Bailey traveled to 
Cooperstown for the ceremony and did live reports.  Bagwell joins Craig Biggio as the only Astros 
players to earn Hall of Fame plaques.  Bagwell was named National League Rookie of the Year in 1990 
and NL Most Valuable Player in 1994.  From 1996 through 2001, he totaled at least 30 home runs, 100 
runs scored and 100 runs batted in per season – making him one of just six players in history to do so in 
at least six straight years.  His final numbers include a .297 batting average and Houston club records of 
449 home runs and 1,529 RBIs.  Bagwell was selected to four All-Star Games, finished in the top 10 in 
the National League MVP voting six times, won three Silver Slugger awards and captured a Gold Glove 
Award in 1994.  ABC-13 aired a special on Bagwell’s Hall of Fame career that aired on July 28th.  

IMMIGRATION LAW (SB4)

Eyewitness News.  Air Dates:   July 10, 11, 12, 13.  August 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 23, 24, 25, 26, 
27, 28, 30.  September 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 25, 26, 27, 28.  Total Coverage:  1 
Hour 50 Minutes

13 Eyewitness News closely followed the controversy over Texas Senate Bill 4 (SB4), the so-called 
“sanctuary cities” legislation.  The law, signed by Governor Greg Abbott in May, gives police officers 
new authority to question a detained person’s immigration status and blocks local governments from 
passing laws that would prohibit such questioning.  ABC-13 covered protests outside Houston City Hall 
and traveled to the state capital in Austin for statewide demonstrations.  In late August, a federal judge 
in San Antonio blocked Texas from enforcing the ban on sanctuary cities, questioning the 
constitutionality of a law that has pitted Republican state leaders against several Democratic-leaning 
cities, including Houston.  The decision was a legal blow to one of the toughest state-issued immigration 
laws in the country and slowed a measure backed by the Trump administration that critics called anti-
Latino.  The law has become so divisive that it served as the backdrop of a shoving match at the Texas 
Capitol between Hispanic Democratic lawmakers and their white Republican colleagues.  Houston, 
Dallas, San Antonio and Austin joined a lawsuit against Texas seeking to strike down the law.  The state 
vowed to appeal the decision and in late September, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit ruled 
that Texas can require local police to honor requests from federal immigration officers to hold suspects 
in jail for possible deportation.  The Fifth Circuit has yet to rule on the merits of SB4 itself, and the case 
could eventually make its way to the Supreme Court.          
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            BATHROOM BILL

Eyewitness News.  Air Dates:  July 23, 24, 25, 26, 27.  August 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17.  Total Coverage: 
57 Minutes

13 Eyewitness News provided coverage of the state of Texas’ consideration of a bathroom bill that 
would require transgender people to use the public bathrooms listed on their birth certificates.  In July, 
the bill passed the state Senate, despite protests from Houston Police Chief Art Acevedo, other Texas 
law enforcement officers, public school leaders and sexual assault survivors who traveled to Austin to 
protest the legislation.  ABC-13 reporters were there to cover both sides of the issue.  Texas Lt. 
Governor Dan Patrick and conservative lawmakers supported the measure.  Opposition came from big 
business, the National Football League and supporters of LGBT rights.  In August, the measure died 
during the state special legislative session when the Texas House wound up its duties without taking 
action on the bill and adjourned.  The Senate followed suit and lawmakers went home for the second 
time this year without passage of a bathroom bill.  Momentum for so-called bathroom bills stalled this 
year when North Carolina partially repealed a similar law in March.  The original law prompted 
boycotts by athletic bodies and businesses that are estimated to have cost that state hundreds of millions 
of dollars.  Meantime, supporters of similar legislation in Texas vow to continue to fight for the passage 
of a bathroom bill.
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FCC ISSUES REPORT – 3rd Quarter 2017
July - September
KTRK-TV 

ABC-13 - PUBLIC SERVICE
3rd Quarter 2017

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS

PSA Submissions
The station airs selected PSAs submitted by local, regional and national nonprofit entities.  Broadcasted 
on regular PSA rotation, the spots cover a wide range of subjects and interests -- from health, education 
and issues addressing children’s concerns to drug abuse prevention, public safety and the environment.  

Community Spotlight PSAs
ABC-13 regularly produces and broadcasts 15 and 30-second public service announcements under its 
Community Spotlight banner.  The announcements promote the public service programs and activities of 
local nonprofit organizations, community groups and government entities.  The spots are broadcast on 
regular PSA rotation schedules and in special time slots on weekdays between 3:00 and 4:00 p.m.  In the 
third quarter, the station produced and broadcasted PSAs promoting Hispanic Heritage Month, Voter 
Registration Day and Operation Backpack.   

ABC-13 PUBLIC SERVICE CAMPAIGNS

CITGO Freedom Over Texas
ABC-13 broadcasts Houston’s official 4th of July celebration.  The program includes fireworks and a 
local civic celebration on July 4th at Eleanor Tinsley Park in Downtown Houston.  The event benefits 
Central Houston Civic Improvements and the Houston Food Bank.  ABC-13 promotes the event with a 
live show airing on 7/4 from 7-10pm, promotional on-site and tune-in messages, digital backstage pass 
streaming and various online promotion.  Sponsors are Southwest Airlines, Walmart, CITGO, Silver 
Eagle and Dr. Pepper.

Operation 13 Save a Life
ABC-13 takes part in a public safety campaign designed to increase awareness and educate consumers 
about the dangers of fire and carbon monoxide.  ABC-13 is running a series of vignettes featuring 
firefighters from the Houston Fire Department educating the viewers on the importance of fire safety 
and the dangers of carbon monoxide.  Kidde donated 3,500 ten year smoke detectors to the City of 
Houston for distribution to families in need.  Corporate sponsors are Kidde and Home Depot.

YMCA’s Operation Backpack
ABC-13 partners with the YMCA in a grassroots campaign to collect backpacks and school supplies for 
children in need in the greater Houston area.  The campaign includes customized on-air sponsored 
announcements, online support and a live drive and stuffing event on 8/4 from 6am-6pm.  Corporate 
sponsors are YMCA, KSBJ-FM, CITGO, HEB, Shoe Carnival, Honda, UPS Store, Kidde and Home 
Depot.
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Hurricane Tracking Maps
ABC-13 creates a storm tracking map with sponsor logos featuring forecast tracking capabilities and a 
safety/supply list.  Promotional spots air educating viewers on hurricane season and urge them to visit 
Kroger stores to pick up a hurricane tracking map.  Corporate sponsors are Kroger, Ark Generators, 
American Risk Insurance.  On July 2, 2017 at 10:35pm, we aired a hurricane special called, “Eyewitness 
Weather: Extreme Storms.”

Change a Life/Donate Today
ABC-13 and Goodwill have partnered together to highlight a monthly volunteer or employee whose life 
has changed through the power of work.  The campaign is designed to increase awareness that donations 
can change people’s lives.  ABC-13 ran promotional spots and digital elements from 7/1 through 9/29 
on ABC-13 digital platforms to promote the campaign.  Corporate sponsor is Goodwill of Houston.

Star Fishing Tournament
ABC-13 and the Star Fishing Tournament have partnered together to promote an annual fishing 
tournament designed to raise money for CCA Texas’ conservation efforts, as well as scholarship money 
for participating youth.  The promotion ran from 7/1 through 9/1.  Corporate sponsor is CCA Texas.    

Texas Children’s Hospital/Promise Campaign
This is an on-air campaign highlighting research and success stories due to the work being done at Texas 
Children’s Hospital.  Campaign includes a once a week segment in the 6pm news as well as promotional 
spots and digital inclusion.  ABC-13 will donate up to $100,000 for all donations made as part of the 
Promise Campaign.  The campaign ran from 7/1 through 9/24.  Corporate sponsor is Texas Children’s 
Hospital.

Texas Children’s Hospital/Pediatric Cancer Awareness Month
This is a marketing campaign promoting Texas Children’s Hospital “Going Gold” campaign promoting 
Pediatric Cancer Awareness Month.  The promotion includes on-air and digital elements.  The campaign 
ran from 7/1 through 9/24.  Corporate sponsor is Texas Children’s Hospital.

COMMUNITY FORUMS

ABC-13 periodically holds community forums in various neighborhoods in the Houston area.  The 
forums provide a venue for station representatives to learn about issues of highest concern from 
community leaders for possible coverage on news and public affairs programs.  On July 14, we held a 
forum on the racial divide in this country.  The town hall gathering was held in partnership with the 
Anti-Defamation League.  Guests from over 15 community organizations took part, along with 
representatives from ABC-13, including GM Henry Florsheim, V.P. of Community Affairs Cynthia 
Cisneros and ABC-13 Chief Photographer Bernard Francis.  
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WEBSITE RESOURCES

The station’s website abc13.com features information, video streaming and links corresponding to its 
news reports, programs, PSAs and public service campaigns.  These informational resources cover a 
wide range of subjects, from news issues, current events and weather topics to health and consumer 
concerns.  The website also features video streaming of ABC-13 Community Close Up public affairs 
programs.  It also provides Doppler radar weather updates and traffic information.  In addition, 
abc13.com provides a calendar venue for community event postings.  In the third quarter, the website 
featured content coinciding with ABC-13’s public service campaigns: Operation Backpack, Hispanic 
Heritage Month, National Voter Registration Day and Freedom Over Texas.


