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ABC-13 - LOCAL PROGRAMS
4th Quarter 2016

ABC-13 PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMS

ABC-13 broadcasts four locally-produced programs listed below under its public affairs banner ABC-13 
Community Close Up.  The half-hour magazine format programs address a wide range of subjects of 
interest to the community, from hard issues and social service topics to human interest stories and 
culture and entertainment.  The programs are broadcast on ABC-13’s Channel 13.1 on Sunday mornings 
at 5:30 a.m., noon and 12:30 p.m.  The programs are re-aired on the station’s Channel 13.2.

City View
Issues and topics concerning the community at-large.  
Regular air date - first Sunday of the month at noon.  Among the issues discussed this quarter include:  a 
look at the record turnout of early voters for the 2016 presidential election.  Almost a million Harris 
County voters cast their ballots by the November 4th early voting deadline according to County Clerk 
Stan Stanart.  We also explored the divisive 2016 presidential campaign featuring two polarizing 
candidates with Dr. David Branham, a Political Science Professor at the University of Houston-
Downtown.  We previewed the City of Houston’s grand plans for Veterans Day, featuring a job fair, a 
health fair and a parade through the streets of downtown Houston.  Over 300,000 veterans call the 
greater Houston area home.  We examined the issue of veteran unemployment and offered details on a 
special job fair called “Red, White & You” that works to find jobs for veterans paying at least $12 an 
hour and offering full benefits.                     

Crossroads
Issues and topics concerning the African American community.  
Regular air date - second, third and fourth Sunday of the month, at noon.  Among the issues discussed 
include: a discussion on domestic violence in the African American community.  Experts say African 
American women are especially vulnerable.  We spoke to a domestic abuse victim whose son is a star 
player for the Houston Texans.  She has created an organization to help women end the cycle of 
violence. We discussed the ugly 2016 presidential campaign with local political observers.  We profiled 
environmental artist, Charles Washington, who turns trash into works of art.   We examined the recent 
rise in enrollment at Historically Black Colleges & Universities (HBCUs) following the rash of deadly 
confrontations between African Americans and law enforcement.  We previewed the Pinnacle Awards 
which pays tribute to African American businesses that have succeeded in business and made a positive 
impact in the community.  We also profiled Houston jazz artist Chelsey Green and previewed Houston 
African Fashion Week.  And we heard the remarkable story of Renald Moore who spent 20 years in 
prison on a murder charge and in December graduated as valedictorian at Texas Southern University.

Visions
Issues and topics concerning the Asian/Pacific-American community.
Regular air date - first Sunday of the month, at 12:30pm.  Among the issues discussed this 
quarter include: a look at the Muslim reaction to Donald Trump being elected U.S. President.  We   
heard from a woman who was detained as a child with her parents at a Japanese internment camp.  She
shared her thoughts on what can happen when an individual class of people is singled out.  We profiled



3
a Girl Scout troop founded by Vietnamese refugees.  Cadette Troop 3005 has been in existence for over
30 years.  It maintains traditional scouting practices while paying respect to the members’ Vietnamese
roots.  We showcased an exhibition at Asia Society Texas Center called, “In the Wake.”  The exhibit
features the works of 17 photographers who documented one of the worst disasters in Japan’s history --
the 2011 Great East Japan Earthquake.  We also profiled the Dussehra-Diwali Indian Festival which is
celebrated each Fall to signify the victory of good over evil.  The festival attracts a crowd of more than
10,000 to the diverse Houston suburb of Sugar Land.

Viva Houston
Issues and topics concerning the Latino community.
Regular air date - second, third and fourth Sunday of the month, at 5:30am and 12:30pm.  Among the 
issues discussed this quarter include: a local political observer’s thoughts on what Donald Trump’s 
victory in the 2016 presidential election might mean for the Hispanic community.  We also interviewed 
Ed Gonzalez, the new Harris County Sheriff and the highest ranking Hispanic county official.  We 
looked at the literacy crisis in Houston.  Experts say three-in-five Houston children lack reading 
readiness skills when entering kindergarten.  We also profiled how five Houston artists observed Dia de 
Los Muertos, or Day of the Dead.  It’s a celebration of the lives of loved ones who’ve passed on.  The 
ritual has roots dating back 3,000 years to the Aztecs.  We examined domestic violence in the Hispanic 
community.  One-in-three Latinas has experienced physical violence by an intimate partner in their 
lifetime.  Experts at the Houston Area Women’s Center outline some of the warning signs of an abusive 
relationship and the steps abuse victims need to take to escape.  We looked at the impact asthma has on 
the Hispanic community.  According to scientists, Latinos are three times more likely to die from this 
chronic respiratory illness than any other ethnic group or race.  We also interviewed Richard Carranza, 
the Houston Independent School District’s new superintendent on his vision for the district.  Carranza is 
the second Latino to hold what some call the “toughest job in Texas.”  We also previewed the 5th annual 
East End Street Festival that celebrates the legacy of Houston’s historic East End.
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ABC-13 NEWS PROGRAMS

13 Eyewitness News
The following Eyewitness News programs aired live on Channel 13.1 in the fourth quarter. Selected 
news programs aired live simultaneously or were re-broadcasted on Channel 13.2.

Eyewitness News at 4:30 AM (Weekdays 4:30 – 5:00am)
Eyewitness News at 5:00 AM (Weekdays 5:00 – 5:30am)
Eyewitness News at 5:30 AM (Weekdays 5:30 – 6:00am)
Eyewitness News at 6:00 AM (Weekdays 6:00 – 7:00am)
Tom Koch, Samica Knight and meteorologist Travis Herzog anchor these three half-hour and one one-
hour morning newscasts.  The programs cover the latest overnight news, weather, sports, traffic reports 
and money-saving tips from Patricia Lopez.

Eyewitness News at 11:00 AM (Weekdays 11:00 am -12:00pm)
Melanie Lawson, Art Rascon and meteorologist Casey Curry anchor this midday newscast. The program 
covers the latest news and weather, as well as entertainment news. 

Eyewitness News at 4:00 PM (Weekdays 4:00 – 5:00pm)
Eric Barajas, Ilona Carson and chief meteorologist Tim Heller anchor this one-hour newscast.  The 
program includes the latest news and weather and money-saving tips from Patricia Lopez. 

Eyewitness News Live at Five (Weekdays 5:00 - 5:30pm)
Art Rascon, Melanie Lawson and chief meteorologist Tim Heller anchor this half-hour evening newscast 
covering the latest news, weather and sports.   

Eyewitness News at 6 PM (Weekdays 6:00-6:30pm)
Gina Gaston, Dave Ward, chief meteorologist Tim Heller and sports director Greg Bailey anchor this 
half-hour newscast covering the latest news, sports and weather.

Eyewitness News at 6:30 PM   (Weekdays 6:00-6:30pm)
Ilona Carson, Erik Barajas, chief meteorologist Tim Heller and sports director Greg Bailey anchor this half-hour newscast 
covering the latest news, sports and weather.

Eyewitness News at 10 PM (Weekdays 10:00 - 10:35pm)
Ilona Carson, Gina Gaston, Erik Barajas, chief meteorologist Tim Heller and sports director Greg Bailey 
anchor this late evening half-hour newscast, covering the latest news, weather and sports.  

Eyewitness News at 5:30 AM (Saturdays 5:30 – 6:00am)
Eyewitness News at 6:00 AM (Saturdays 6:00 – 7:00am)
Chauncy Glover, Mayra Moreno and meteorologist Elita Loresca anchor these newscasts reporting the 
latest news, weather and sports.

Eyewitness News at 6:00 PM (Saturdays 6:00 – 6:30pm)
Eyewitness News at 10 PM (Saturdays 10:00 – 10:30pm)
Tom Abrahams, Natasha Barrett, meteorologist David Tillman and sportscaster Bob Slovak anchor these 
news programs covering the latest news, weather and sports.
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Eyewitness News at 6 AM (Sundays 6:00 – 7:00am)
Eyewitness News at 8 AM (Sundays 8:00 – 10:00am)
Chauncy Glover, Mayra Moreno and meteorologist Elita Loresca anchor these Sunday morning 
newscasts reporting the latest news, weather and sports.   

Eyewitness News at 5:30 PM (Sundays 5:30 – 6:00pm)
Eyewitness News at 10 PM (Sundays 10:00 – 10:30pm)
Tom Abrahams, Natasha Barrett, meteorologist David Tillman and sportscaster Bob Slovak anchor these 
Sunday evening news programs covering the latest news, weather and sports.
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LOCALLY PRODUCED PROGRAMS

Channel 13.1 Programming

ABC-13 Presents
ABC-13 Presents productions are locally produced specials covering a full range of subjects, including 
medical topics, the environment, consumer reports, health and beauty, sports, the arts and events that 
impact Houstonians.  ABC-13 Presents programs regularly air on Channel 13.1.  On October 22, 2016 
we aired “Houston Museum of Natural Science: Mummies of the World” at 6:30pm.  On December 10, 
2016, we aired “The Voices of IBD” at 6:30pm.  Each Sunday night at 10:35pm, we air “Inside the 
Game” featuring Greg Bailey and Spencer Tillman to recap Houston Texans NFL games.  

Channel 13.2 Programming
ABC-13’s Channel 13.2 features a variety of locally produced programs, including 13Eyewitness News, 
ABC-13 Presents, ABC-13 Community Close Up and Live Well HD Network.  Channel 13.2 also features 
children’s programs and local high school football games.

Live Well HD Network
Launched by the 8 ABC-owned television stations, Live Well HD Network programs help viewers 
improve their daily lives.  The network airs on Channel 13.2.  The network consists of numerous half-
hour programs covering a variety of lifestyle topics, including:
Motion – outdoor activities
Say Ahh – health and medicine
Advice for Life – personal growth
Mirror, Mirror – beauty and fashion (locally produced by KTRK)
Deals – money-saving tips (locally produced by KTRK)
Let’s Dish – health cooking
Home with Lisa Quinn – interior design

Channel 13.3 Programming
The station’s HDTV Channel 13.3 broadcasts Laff TV, featuring vintage television comedy reruns.  
Channel 13.3 also features children’s programs.  
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ABC TELEVISION NETWORK NEWS

ABC-13 broadcasts all ABC Television Network news programs and special reports.  The network’s 
report entitled, “ABC-TV Network Fourth Quarter 2016 Program Information,” is filed separately.  A 
copy of the report is filed in ABC-13’s Public Inspection File.
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ABC-13 - CORE ISSUES
4th Quarter 2016

CORE ISSUES

ABC-13 gave significant coverage to the following community issues and concerns arising in the fourth 
quarter of 2016:

1.  2016 Presidential Campaign
2.  City Pension Plan Reform
3.  Oil Recession
4.  University of Houston Coaching Carousel
5.  Military Helicopter Crash
 

The station’s coverage of these core issues is detailed in the next section of this report.
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ABC-13 - CORE ISSUES COVERAGE
4th Quarter 2016

2016 PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN  
 
Eyewitness News.  Air Dates:   October 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 
21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31.  November 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 
17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30.   December 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12,13, 
14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31.  Total coverage:  23 Hours 47 
Minutes 

13 Eyewitness News reported on the 2016 presidential campaign and the election of Donald Trump as 
America’s 45th president.  ABC-13 Political Reporter Tom Abraham traveled with candidates Donald 
Trump and Hillary Clinton along the campaign trail and filed live reports from several cities, including 
St. Louis for the second presidential debate and Las Vegas for the third presidential debate.  ABC-13 
provided wall-to-wall coverage on Election Night.  We later reported on the protests that erupted 
following Trump’s victory and followed president-elect Trump’s cabinet appointments as he made his 
transition into office.     

CITY PENSION PLAN REFORM

Eyewitness News.  Air Dates:   October 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28.  November 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10.  
December 22, 23, 24, 27.  Total Coverage:  1 Hour 2 Minutes 

13 Eyewitness News reported on Mayor Sylvester Turner’s proposal to remake the City of Houston’s 
pension plan.  The reform proposal would eliminate Houston’s nearly 8-billion dollar pension under-
funding in about 30 years, assume more realistic investment returns, avoid $2.5 billion in future costs 
through benefit cuts and narrow the funding gap still left after those cuts by issuing $1 billion in bonds.  
The plan raised fears that large numbers of police officers and firefighters would seek early retirement.  
The Houston Firefighters pension board joined the police and municipal pension boards in agreeing to 
accept benefit cuts for current workers and retirees, which could potentially pave the way for a solution 
to the 15-year old crisis that has threatened to weaken the city’s financial stability. The reform package 
must first get City Council approval before being sent to the State Legislature, which controls city 
workers’ retirement benefits.       
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                                                                 OIL RECESSION

Eyewitness News.  Air Dates:   October 11, 12, 13, 19.  November 15, 16, 17.  December 6, 7, 8, 14.  
Total Coverage:  0 Hours 38 Minutes 

13 Eyewitness News reported extensively on the oil recession’s impact on the Houston area.  Several oil 
and energy companies announced cutbacks, bankruptcies and layoffs as oil prices remained below $50 a 
barrel for most of the year.  ABC-13 reported on plunging auto sales and stalled office construction 
caused by the recession.  Since 2014, Houston has lost more than 70,000 jobs in the oil and gas industry.  
It has forced many unemployed energy workers to seek jobs in different fields or move to other cities to 
find work.  Among the companies laying off workers include: Chevron, BP America, Maersk Oil 
Houston and Noble Drilling.  The latest oil bust has sparked calls for more diversification in the city’s 
economy.     

UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON COACHING CAROUSEL

Eyewitness News.  Air Dates:   November 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30.  December 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 
12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 27.  Total Coverage:   2 Hour 49 Minutes

13 Eyewitness News closely followed the coaching changes at the University of Houston.  Head Coach 
Tom Herman left the program one day after the team’s season-ending loss to the University of Memphis 
to become the head coach at the University of Texas in Austin.  Herman served as Houston’s coach for 
two winning seasons.  He took 6 UH assistant coaches with him to Austin.  The University then began a 
nationwide search for a new head coach before naming former assistant coach Major Applewhite the 
team’s new head coach.  Applewhite coached the team in the Las Vegas Bowl on December 17 and 
began building his coaching staff the following week.  The 38-year old Applewhite is a familiar name in 
the Lone Star State as he was a star player for the University of Texas from 1998 to 2001.

MILITARY HELICOPTER CRASH
Eyewitness News.  Air Dates:  December 28, 29, 30, 31.  Total Coverage: 1 Hour 50 Minutes

13 Eyewitness News provided extensive team coverage of a crash of a military helicopter near Ellington 
Field.  The Apache two-seater went down in Galveston Bay off the Bayport Cruise Terminal.  
Authorities say two people who were on board were killed when the aircraft went down.  Army officials 
say the flight was a normal training mission.  The helicopter was assigned to the Attack Reconnaissance 
Battalion based at Ellington Field.  The cause of the fatal crash is being investigated by the U.S. Army 
Combat Readiness Center at Fort Rucker, Alabama.  The AH-64 Apache is the Army’s primary attack 
helicopter with its principal mission being the destruction of so-called “high value” targets.  ABC-13 
reporters spoke to the victims’ families and interviewed investigators trying to determine what went 
wrong.  The crash is the fourth for the Texas Army Guard since 2008.  
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FCC ISSUES REPORT – 4th Quarter 2016
October - December
KTRK-TV 

ABC-13 - PUBLIC SERVICE
4th Quarter 2016

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS

PSA Submissions
The station airs selected PSAs submitted by local, regional and national nonprofit entities.  Broadcasted 
on regular PSA rotation, the spots cover a wide range of subjects and interests -- from health, education 
and issues addressing children’s concerns to drug abuse prevention, public safety and the environment.  

Community Spotlight PSAs
ABC-13 regularly produces and broadcasts 15 and 30-second public service announcements under its 
Community Spotlight banner.  The announcements promote the public service programs and activities of 
local nonprofit organizations, community groups and government entities.  The spots are broadcast on 
regular PSA rotation schedules and in special time slots on weekdays between 3:00 and 4:00 p.m.

In the fourth quarter, the station produced and broadcasted PSAs promoting Share Your Holidays, 
Pancreatic Cancer Awareness, Heart Health Walk 2016, Hispanic Heritage Month, and the 2016 Voter 
Registration Drive.   

ABC-13 PUBLIC SERVICE CAMPAIGNS

Share Your Holidays
ABC-13 held its 35th annual Share Your Holidays Food Drive on December 9th from 6am to 6pm.  It 
benefits the Houston Food Bank.  The drive was conducted with corporate support from Greater 
Houston Honda Dealers, Gexa Energy and UPS stores.  Donations were collected at ABC-13 and at 
numerous locations throughout the region, including HPD storefronts, Houston fire stations, corporate 
partner sites and community agencies in ten surrounding cities.  On the morning of the drive, the station 
broadcasted a one-hour live show.  The program called attention to the urgent issue of hunger in the 
region and encouraged the public to make a donation.  Sponsors are Greater Houston Honda Dealers, 
Gexa Energy and UPS stores.

Hurricane Tracking Map
ABC-13 creates a map with sponsor logos featuring forecast tracking capabilities and safety/supply list.  
Promotional spots air educating the viewer on hurricane season and to visit Kroger to pick up maps.  
Hurricane season runs through November 30th.  Corporate sponsors are Kroger and ARK Generators.

American Heart Association Heart Walks
ABC-13 was the television broadcast home for the Heart Walks that took place at several locations in 
and around Houston during the month of October.  ABC-13 created two 30-second spots and three 15 
second spots to help support the campaign, as well as digital and social media mentions.  Corporate 
sponsor is the American Heart Association.
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Crohn’s & Colitis Foundation/ABC-13’s Women of Distinction
ABC-13, in partnership with Mercedes Benz Dealers of Greater Houston and the Crohn’s & Colitis 
Foundation of America, created a multi-platform campaign designed to promote awareness and 
donations for the local CCFA chapter.  The campaign consisted of a 30-minute special that aired on 
December 19th at 5pm, one minute vignettes and online elements.  Corporate sponsor is Mercedes Benz.

Change a Life/Donate Today
ABC-13 and Goodwill have partnered together to highlight a monthly volunteer or employee whose life 
has changed through the power of work.  The campaign is designed to increase awareness that donations 
can change people’s lives.  ABC-13 runs promotional spots and digital elements on ABC-13 digital 
platforms to promote the campaign.  Corporate sponsor is Goodwill of Houston.

Operation 13 Save A Life
This is a public safety campaign designed to increase awareness and educate consumers about the 
dangers of fire and carbon monoxide poisoning.  ABC-13 is running a series of vignettes featuring 
firefighters from the Houston Fire Department educating viewers on the importance of fire safety and 
the dangers of carbon monoxide.  Kidde donated 3,500 ten-year smoke detectors to the City of Houston 
for distribution to families in need.  “Save A Life Saturday” on October 1st was hosted at the local Home 
Depot with HPD to educate the public on the importance of fire safety.  Corporate sponsor is Kidde and 
Home Depot.    

TUTS
Theatre Under the Stars is Houston’s premiere musical theatre and arts education non-profit 
organization.  ABC-13 currently runs on-air promos supporting the community musical performances.  
Corporate sponsor is Theatre Under the Stars.

Veterans Day Parade
ABC-13, in partnership with the City of Houston and underwriters AT&T, US Family Health Plan and 
HEB saluted our local Houston veterans with promotional spots and a live stream of the Veterans Day 
Parade in Downtown Houston on November 11th.  Sponsors are the City of Houston, AT&T, US Family 
Health Plan, and HEB.

Texas Children’s Hospital/Promise Campaign
This is an on-air campaign highlighting research and success stories happening at Texas Children’s 
Hospital.  Campaign includes one segment per week in the 6pm news hour through November 26, as 
well as promotional spots and digital inclusion.  ABC-13 made a matching donation of $100,000 in the 
month of November in support of the Promise Campaign.  November 27th marked the start of the next 
campaign.  As part of the agreement, ABC-13 will match up to $100,000 for every dollar given to 
support the campaign, run monthly segments in the 6pm news, promote digitally, as well as create a 30 
minute special in 2017.  Sponsor is Texas Children’s Hospital.

Houston Symphony
ABC-13 is the official broadcast partner of the Houston Symphony.  This quarter, our partnership was 
highlighted by promo spots and vignettes driving people to purchase tickets to their upcoming events.  
Digital inclusion of this partnership, including a feature page and promo banners, was also promoted.  
Sponsor is the Houston Symphony.
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Houston Can Academy
This is an on-air campaign asking viewers to donate their used automobiles to Houston Can Academy to 
help fund the program.  The campaign ran from October through December.  Sponsor is Houston Can 
Academy.

Chevron Houston Marathon
ABC-13 is the official television broadcast partner of the Chevron Houston Marathon scheduled for 
January 15, 2017.  As part of the partnership, ABC-13 airs 30 second promotional spots supporting the 
race, as well as digital and social media mentions.

COMMUNITY FORUMS

ABC-13 periodically holds community forums in various neighborhoods in the Houston area.  The 
forums provide a venue for station representatives to learn about issues of highest concern from 
community leaders for possible coverage on news and public affairs programs.  

WEBSITE RESOURCES

The station’s website abc13.com features information, video streaming and links corresponding to its 
news reports, programs, PSAs and public service campaigns.  These informational resources cover a 
wide range of subjects, from news issues, current events and weather topics to health and consumer 
concerns.  The website also features video streaming of ABC-13 Community Close Up public affairs 
programs.  It also provides Doppler radar weather updates and traffic information.  In addition, 
abc13.com provides a calendar venue for community event postings.  In the fourth quarter, the website 
featured content coinciding with ABC-13’s public service campaigns: Share Your Holidays, Change a 
Life/Donate Today and Operation Save a Life.


