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ABC-13 - LOCAL PROGRAMS
4th Quarter 2017

ABC-13 PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMS

ABC-13 broadcasts four locally-produced programs listed below under its public affairs banner ABC-13 
Community Close Up.  The half-hour magazine format programs address a wide range of subjects of 
interest to the community, from hard issues and social service topics to human interest stories and 
culture and entertainment.  The programs are broadcast on ABC-13’s Channel 13.1 on Sunday mornings 
at 5:30 a.m.  The programs are re-aired on the station’s Channel 13.2.

City View
Issues and topics concerning the community at-large.  
Regular air date - first Sunday of the month at 5:30am.  Among the issues discussed this quarter include:  
a discussion on the Houston Astros first ever World Series victory.  The Astros defeated the Los 
Angeles Dodgers in a thrilling seven game series.  Also, we interviewed the founders of the Texas 
Autism Academy, the first autism school in the state.  The school tailors educational and behavioral 
plans for students on all levels of the autism spectrum.  We gave details on “Rebuilding Together 
Houston,” an organization that provides free home repairs for local residents in need, including low-
income elderly, people with disabilities and working families.  Following Hurricane Harvey, 
“Rebuilding Together Houston” helped with recovery efforts, including rebuilding homes for U.S. 
military veterans.  

Crossroads
Issues and topics concerning the African American community.  
Regular air date - second, third and fourth Sunday of the month, at 5:30am.  Among the issues discussed 
include: details on the Houston Public Library’s oral history project at the African American Library at 
the Gregory School.  The library is documenting the personal stories and histories of many in the city’s 
African American community.  Also, a discussion on sexual harassment and its impact on victims.  We 
spoke to a victim and a representative from the Houston Area Women’s Center about why the 
allegations against several high profile men have brought much needed attention to this ugly behavior.  
We looked at the efforts by Houston Habitat for Humanity to rebuild almost 200 Habitat homes 
damaged by Hurricane Harvey.  Houston Habitat had 800 volunteers working over 4,000 hours to help 
their homeowners get their lives back to normal.  We spotlighted “Black Female Photographers Day,” 
an annual national event that brings together female photographers to share experiences, practice their 
craft and showcase their talents to the community.  We discussed the controversial “Take A Knee” 
movement following the controversy with former NFL player Colin Kaepernick, who sparked a national 
debate when he would not stand for the national anthem.  We interviewed Deborah “D.E.E.P.” Mouton, 
Houston’s poet laureate.  Mouton has built a national reputation using her voice to address community 
concerns and controversial topics.  We profiled philanthropist Reginald Van Lee, who built a huge 
20,000 square foot home in Wharton, Texas for his extended family.  Van Lee says he got the idea to 
build a family compound after visiting the Kennedy compound when he was in college.  Melanie 
Lawson interviewed civil rights icon, Harry Belafonte about his disastrous last visit to Houston 50 years 
ago.  
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Visions
Issues and topics concerning the Asian/Pacific-American community.
Regular air date - first Sunday of the month, at 5:30am.  Among the issues discussed this 
quarter include: details on Hurricane Harvey relief efforts organized by a Buddhist-inspired organization
called Tzu Chi.  The organization has donated several million dollars to help families and first 
responders affected by the storm.  We previewed the 5th annual Turkish Film Festival put on by the
Museum of Fine Arts Houston.  It featured films by Turkish filmmakers about Turkish culture.  We also
promoted the Houston area’s biggest Diwali-Dussehra Mela celebration that attracted thousands to a
baseball stadium outside Houston.  We interviewed the city’s youth poet laureate, a 16-year old South
Asian high school student.  We spoke to a Houston chiropractor, who moonlights as a rising hip hop
artist.  And we profiled the first Asian-American school board trustee with the Houston Independent
School District.  She discussed the District’s strategy to turn around several low performing schools
to avoid having state officials force them to shut their doors.  We learned the mission of SEWA 
International, an organization responding to the Indian-American community’s growing needs, 
especially following Hurricane Harvey.  

Viva Houston
Issues and topics concerning the Latino community.
Regular air date - second, third and fourth Sunday of the month, at 5:30am.  Among the issues discussed 
this quarter include: a discussion on some of the social issues citizens faced following Hurricane 
Harvey.  A University of Houston professor explained how low-income communities were particularly 
hard hit by the storm.  Many lost loved ones, homes, jobs and are now coping with symptoms of post-
traumatic stress disorder.  We interviewed Alex Lopez-Negrete, the CEO and President of Lopez-
Negrete Communications about the booming Hispanic consumer market and its spending power of over 
a trillion dollars.  Lopez-Negrete also explains how he grew his company into a full-service advertising 
agency with billings over $200-million.  We gave details on the first ever art show in Houston’s 
Magnolia Park neighborhood, one of the oldest Hispanic neighborhoods in Houston.  We previewed a 
local artist’s one-man show which tells the story of a young immigrant’s journey and influences from 
the Third World to life in the United States.  For National Adoption Month, we spoke to an adoption 
recruiter about the need for more minority families to consider adoption or become foster parents.  We 
previewed the Latino Health Summit which aims to improve the health status of Hispanics.  This year’s 
event focused on the changes in the healthcare system and its effects on Latino health.  We spoke to a 
local radio personality about the late Tejano Queen Selena getting a star on the Hollywood Walk of 
Fame.  Lawrence Rodriguez discussed Selena’s impact as a barrier breaker for women in Latin music 
and why her legacy remains strong in the music industry.  We talked about Congressman Gene Green’s 
decision not to seek re-election after his current term ends in 2018.  Our panelists speculated on possible 
replacements for U.S. Representative Green who has represented the mostly-Hispanic 29th congressional 
district for over 25 years.  We spoke to the new leader of the University of Houston’s Center for 
Mexican American Studies and we previewed an immigration town hall, put on by a Houston City 
Councilmember to provide answers to the many questions people have as they navigate their way 
through the immigration maze.  
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ABC-13 NEWS PROGRAMS

13 Eyewitness News
The following Eyewitness News programs aired live on Channel 13.1 in the fourth quarter. Selected 
news programs aired live simultaneously or were re-broadcasted on Channel 13.2.

Eyewitness News at 4:30 AM (Weekdays 4:30 – 5:00am)
Eyewitness News at 5:00 AM (Weekdays 5:00 – 5:30am)
Eyewitness News at 5:30 AM (Weekdays 5:30 – 6:00am)
Eyewitness News at 6:00 AM (Weekdays 6:00 – 7:00am)
Tom Koch, Samica Knight and meteorologist Travis Herzog anchor these three half-hour and one one-
hour morning newscasts.  The programs cover the latest overnight news, weather, sports, traffic reports 
and money-saving tips from Patricia Lopez.

Eyewitness News at 11:00 AM (Weekdays 11:00 am -12:00pm)
Melanie Lawson, Art Rascon and meteorologist Elita Loresca anchor this midday newscast. The 
program covers the latest news and weather, as well as entertainment news. 

Eyewitness News at 4:00 PM (Weekdays 4:00 – 5:00pm)
Eric Barajas, Ilona Carson and chief meteorologist Tim Heller anchor this one-hour newscast.  The 
program includes the latest news and weather and money-saving tips from Patricia Lopez. 

Eyewitness News Live at Five (Weekdays 5:00 - 5:30pm)
Art Rascon, Melanie Lawson and chief meteorologist Tim Heller anchor this half-hour evening newscast 
covering the latest news, weather and sports.   

Eyewitness News at 6 PM (Weekdays 6:00-6:30pm)
Gina Gaston, Art Rascon, chief meteorologist Tim Heller and sports director Greg Bailey anchor this 
half-hour newscast covering the latest news, sports and weather.

Eyewitness News at 6:30 PM   (Weekdays 6:30-7:00pm)
Ilona Carson, Erik Barajas, chief meteorologist Tim Heller and sports director Greg Bailey anchor this half-hour newscast 
covering the latest news, sports and weather.

Eyewitness News at 10 PM (Weekdays 10:00 - 10:35pm)
Ilona Carson, Gina Gaston, Erik Barajas, chief meteorologist Tim Heller and sports director Greg Bailey 
anchor this late evening half-hour newscast, covering the latest news, weather and sports.  

Eyewitness News at 5:30 AM (Saturdays 5:30 – 6:00am)
Eyewitness News at 6:00 AM (Saturdays 6:00 – 7:00am)
Chauncy Glover, Mayra Moreno and meteorologist Colin Myers anchor these newscasts reporting the 
latest news, weather and sports.

Eyewitness News at 6:00 PM (Saturdays 6:00 – 6:30pm)
Eyewitness News at 10 PM (Saturdays 10:00 – 10:30pm)
Tom Abrahams, Natasha Barrett, meteorologist David Tillman and sportscaster Bob Slovak anchor these 
news programs covering the latest news, weather and sports.
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Eyewitness News at 6 AM (Sundays 6:00 – 7:00am)
Eyewitness News at 8 AM (Sundays 8:00 – 10:00am)
Chauncy Glover, Mayra Moreno and meteorologist Colin Myers anchor these Sunday morning 
newscasts reporting the latest news, weather and sports.   

Eyewitness News at 5:30 PM (Sundays 5:30 – 6:00pm)
Eyewitness News at 10 PM (Sundays 10:00 – 10:30pm)
Tom Abrahams, Natasha Barrett, meteorologist David Tillman and sportscaster Bob Slovak anchor these 
Sunday evening news programs covering the latest news, weather and sports.
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LOCALLY PRODUCED PROGRAMS

Channel 13.1 Programming

ABC-13 Presents
ABC-13 Presents productions are locally produced specials covering a full range of subjects, including 
medical topics, the environment, consumer reports, health and beauty, sports, the arts and events that 
impact Houstonians.  ABC-13 Presents programs regularly air on Channel 13.1.  On November 3, 2017 
from noon to 4pm, we aired the “Houston Astros Champions Parade” special.  On November 27, 2017 at 
7pm, we aired “Countdown to Kickoff.”  On December 8, 2017 at 9am, we aired an “ABC-13 Share 
Your Holidays” special.  On December 13, 2017 at 7pm and December 23, 2017 at 11am, we aired a 
special entitled, “Energy Reimagined.”

Channel 13.2 Programming
ABC-13’s Channel 13.2 features a variety of locally produced programs, including 13Eyewitness News, 
ABC-13 Presents, ABC-13 Community Close Up and Live Well HD Network.  Channel 13.2 also features 
children’s programs and local high school football games.

Live Well HD Network
Launched by the 8 ABC-owned television stations, Live Well HD Network programs help viewers 
improve their daily lives.  The network airs on Channel 13.2.  The network consists of numerous half-
hour programs covering a variety of lifestyle topics, including:
Motion – outdoor activities
Say Ahh – health and medicine
Advice for Life – personal growth
Mirror, Mirror – beauty and fashion (locally produced by KTRK)
Deals – money-saving tips (locally produced by KTRK)
Let’s Dish – health cooking
Home with Lisa Quinn – interior design

Channel 13.3 Programming
The station’s HDTV Channel 13.3 broadcasts Laff TV, featuring vintage television comedy reruns.  
Channel 13.3 also features children’s programs.  
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ABC TELEVISION NETWORK NEWS

ABC-13 broadcasts all ABC Television Network news programs and special reports.  The network’s 
report entitled, “ABC-TV Network Fourth Quarter 2017 Program Information,” is filed separately.  A 
copy of the report is filed in ABC-13’s Public Inspection File.
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ABC-13 - CORE ISSUES
4th Quarter 2017

CORE ISSUES

ABC-13 gave significant coverage to the following community issues and concerns arising in the fourth 
quarter of 2017:

1.  Houston Astros Road to the World Series  
2.  Hurricane Harvey Recovery
3.  Houston Homeless Concerns
4.  Sexual Harassment Allegations 
5.  The Mystery of “Little Jacob”
 

The station’s coverage of these core issues is detailed in the next section of this report.
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ABC-13 - CORE ISSUES COVERAGE
4th Quarter 2017

HOUSTON ASTROS ROAD TO THE WORLD SERIES  
 
Eyewitness News.  Air Dates:   October 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 
21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31.  November 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 
17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22.  December 11, 12.   Total coverage:  20 Hours 5 Minutes 

13 Eyewitness News reported on the Houston Astros winning the first World Series title in franchise 
history.  The team defeated the Los Angeles Dodgers in the seven game series.  ABC-13 reporters 
covered the Astros’ road to the title with playoff victories over the Boston Red Sox and the New York 
Yankees.  We featured stories on excited fans hungry for a championship, as well as player profiles with 
George Springer, Carlos Correa, Jose Altuve and many others.  Sports Director Greg Bailey and anchor 
Erik Barajas traveled to Los Angeles covering the World Series games.  We featured stories on Astros 
fans living in Los Angeles and did reports on the wager both cities’ mayors made on the outcome of the 
series.  We also reported on Jose Altuve winning the American League Most Valuable Player award.  
We also featured reports on the MLB Championship trophy’s Houston tour as the team took the trophy 
around town to share it with Houston fans, including a stop at ABC-13.  We also aired live the Houston 
Astros World Series victory parade from downtown Houston.  

HURRICANE HARVEY RECOVERY

Eyewitness News.  Air Dates:   October 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17.  November 6, 
7, 8, 9, 10, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17.  December 11, 12, 13.  Total Coverage:  5 Hours 15 Minutes 

13 Eyewitness News provided extended coverage on the Houston area’s recovery efforts following 
Hurricane Harvey.  We reported on the long wait for hurricane aid for thousands of area families.  We 
spoke to families trying to decide whether to stay in their flood-damaged homes or move for good.  We 
also investigated why developers were allowed to build hundreds of homes in a flood plain and not 
adequately warn homebuyers about the potential dangers.  Two months after Hurricane Harvey, the city 
of Houston spent over $10-million to get nearly 60 damaged homes out of flood plain and days later, 
developers went to City Hall asking to build hundreds of new houses in the same area.  We also reported 
on the more than $1 billion in state and federal grants approved for more than 350,000 homeowners and 
renters affected by the storm.  We also reported on Houston City Council’s decision to change city rules, 
allowing for the refund of certain security alarm fees, including fees charged during Hurricane Harvey.  
Alarm systems at dozens of homes across Houston were tripped during the storm.  For many, that meant 
the city charged them “false alarm” fees for incidents they had no way to avoid.  The changes approved 
by City Council, will reverse those rules.  We reported on Harris County Judge Ed Emmett’s call for 
specific plans that local, state and federal officials need to have in place to protect the Houston region 
from future disasters.
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                                                            HOUSTON HOMELESS CONCERNS

Eyewitness News.  Air Dates:   October 5, 6, 8, 9. November 14, 15, 16, 17, 18.  December 13, 14, 15, 
18, 19.  Total Coverage:  2 Hours 10 Minutes 

13 Eyewitness News reported on efforts by the City of Houston to remove homeless encampments across 
the city.  In November, the city began a “deep cleansing” of the areas to remove tents, clothes and other 
belongings to make way for city workers to pick up trash and clean an area the city has declared a public 
health hazard because of the piles of debris and human waste that have collected in the encampments.  
Crews used power washes to cleanse the camps.  Residents of the neighborhood have complained about 
the areas, which have seen a rash of violent crime in the past several weeks.  Health officials have 
warned that the areas could spread disease.  In December, we reported on the City of Houston’s 
feasibility study on converting a downtown segment of Metro property into a small, temporary, outdoor 
space for homeless individuals.  The city says the potential pilot program would provide a safe and 
healthy environment while homeless individuals work with area agencies on their permanent housing 
options.  Earlier this year, Mayor Sylvester Turner announced a comprehensive plan to increase 
innovative emergency shelters and permanent housing options for the homeless.        

                                                     SEXUAL HARASSMENT ALLEGATIONS

Eyewitness News.  Air Dates:   October 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 
23, 24.  November 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 27, 28, 29, 30.  December 
1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 20, 21.  Total Coverage:   4 Hour 15 Minutes

13 Eyewitness News closely followed the national conversation on sexual harassment after several high 
profile men were publically accused of misconduct with female associates.  Among those accused are 
movie mogul Harvey Weinstein, Congressman Al Franken, television anchor Charlie Rose, television 
anchor Matt Lauer, Congressman John Conyers, music mogul Russell Simmons and comedian Louis 
CK.  Many of the accused stepped down from their positions or were fired following the allegations.  
ABC-13 reporters spoke to local victims of sexual harassment on the factors that can cause many of 
them from coming forward to report abusive behavior.  We spoke to an employment lawyer on what 
steps a person needs to take to report sexual harassment allegations.  We also spoke to an expert on the 
“dos and don’ts” of appropriate behavior with a colleague.  In December, ABC-13 reported on U.S 
Representative Blake Farenthold’s announcement that he would retire from Congress after finishing his 
current term following sexual harassment allegations that included former employees describing him as 
verbally abusive and sexually demeaning.          

 THE MYSTERY OF “LITTLE JACOB”
Eyewitness News.  Air Dates:  October 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25.  November 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 
15.  Total Coverage: 50 Minutes

13 Eyewitness News provided coverage on the search for answers in the case of a boy whose body was 
found on a Galveston beach in October.  Two weeks after his body washed ashore, investigators gave 
the unidentified young boy a name: Little Jacob.  Authorities have not said how he died and have not 
found his family.  In November, the FBI offered a $10,000 reward for leads in the baffling case that has 
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already generated hundreds of fruitless tips.  A beach-goer first spotted the boy’s naked body in the 
water on October 20, but authorities could not match his description to any missing children.  As the 
mystery dragged on, police put out a sketch of the dead child and drew the FBI into the case.  In a press 
conference, authorities released a list of possible “indicators” and behavioral clues to help identify his 
family.  It’s unknown whether the boy came from the United States or some other country. Authorities 
put up billboards from Texas to Kentucky to Louisiana in hopes of finding a lead.  But until they do, 
investigators are pursuing the case as a homicide until proven otherwise.  
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FCC ISSUES REPORT – 4th Quarter 2017
October - December
KTRK-TV 

ABC-13 - PUBLIC SERVICE
4th Quarter 2017

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS

PSA Submissions
The station airs selected PSAs submitted by local, regional and national nonprofit entities.  Broadcasted 
on regular PSA rotation, the spots cover a wide range of subjects and interests -- from health, education 
and issues addressing children’s concerns to drug abuse prevention, public safety and the environment.  

Community Spotlight PSAs
ABC-13 regularly produces and broadcasts 15 and 30-second public service announcements under its 
Community Spotlight banner.  The announcements promote the public service programs and activities of 
local nonprofit organizations, community groups and government entities.  The spots are broadcast on 
regular PSA rotation schedules and in special time slots on weekdays between 3:00 and 4:00 p.m.  In the 
fourth quarter, the station produced and broadcasted PSAs promoting Hispanic Heritage Month, 
Hurricane Harvey Relief, Voter Registration, Walk to Vote, Anti-Bullying, Foster Care Awareness and 
Summer of Service Literacy Campaign.   

ABC-13 PUBLIC SERVICE CAMPAIGNS

Share Your Holidays
ABC-13 held its 37th annual Share Your Holidays Food Drive on Friday, December 8 from 6am to 6pm 
benefitting the Houston Food Bank.  The drive was conducted with corporate support from Greater 
Houston Honda Dealers, Walker Texas Lawyer, Citgo and Big Lots.  Donations were collected at ABC-
13 and at numerous locations throughout the region, including HPD storefronts, Houston fire stations, 
corporate partner sites and community agencies in surrounding cities.  On the morning of the drive, the 
station broadcasted a one-hour live show from 9am to 10am.  The program called attention to the urgent 
issue of hunger in the region and encouraged the public to make a donation.  Corporate sponsors are 
Greater Houston Honda Dealers, Walker Texas Lawyer, Citgo and Big Lots.

Hurricane Tracking Map
ABC-13 creates a map with sponsor logos featuring hurricane forecast tracking capabilities and 
safety/supply lists.  Promotional spots air that educate viewers on hurricane season and urge them to 
visit Kroger stores to pick up a map.  PSA messages and digital banners and a content page promoted 
“Hurricane Safety Tips” and hurricane-related content.  The campaign ran through the end of hurricane 
season at the end of November.  Corporate sponsors are Kroger, ARK Generators and American Risk 
Insurance.
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Crohn’s & Colitis Foundation/ABC-13’s Women of Distinction
ABC-13, in partnership with the Crohn’s & Colitis Foundation of America created a multi-platform 
campaign designed to promote awareness and donations for the local CCFA chapter.  The campaign 
consisted of 30-second PSA messages and a digital campaign promoting the non-profit and the 2018 
Winter Ball.  

Chevron Houston Marathon
ABC-13 is the official television broadcast partner of the Chevron Houston Marathon occurring January 
14, 2018.  As part of the partnership, ABC-13 runs 30-second promotional spots supporting the race, as 
well as digital and social media mentions.  Corporate sponsors are Chevron, Aramco, ABB and the 
Houston Marathon Committee.

Change a Life/Donate Today
ABC-13 and Goodwill have partnered together to highlight a monthly volunteer or employee whose life 
has changed through the power of work.  The campaign is designed to increase awareness that donations 
can change people’s lives.  ABC-13 runs promotional spots and digital elements through December on 
ABC-13 digital platforms to promote the campaign.  Corporate sponsor is Goodwill of Houston.

Veterans Day Parade
ABC-13, in partnership with the City of Houston and underwriters AT&T, HEB and Goodwill of 
Houston saluted our local Houston veterans with promotional spots and a live stream of the Veterans 
Day Parade in downtown Houston on November 11 at 11am.  Sponsors are the City of Houston, AT&T, 
HEB and Goodwill of Houston.    

Operation 13 Save a Life
ABC-13 takes part in a public safety campaign designed to increase awareness and educate consumers 
about the dangers of fire and carbon monoxide poisoning.  ABC-13 is running a series of vignettes 
featuring firefighters from the Houston Fire Department educating viewers on the importance of fire 
safety and the dangers of carbon monoxide poisoning.  The campaign ran through December 31st.  Kidde 
donated 3,500 10-year smoke detectors to the City of Houston for distribution to families in need.  
Sponsors are Kidde, Home Depot, the City of Houston, and the Houston Fire Department.

Texas Children’s Hospital/Promise Campaign
This is an on-air campaign highlighting research and success stories due to the work being done at Texas 
Children’s Hospital.  The campaign includes one segment per week in the 6pm news through November 
27, as well as promotional spots and digital inclusion.  ABC-13 made a matching donation of $100,000 
in the month of November in support of the Promise Campaign.  Corporate sponsor is Texas Children’s 
Hospital.

 

COMMUNITY FORUMS

ABC-13 periodically holds community forums in various neighborhoods in the Houston area.  The 
forums provide a venue for station representatives to learn about issues of highest concern from 
community leaders for possible coverage on news and public affairs programs.  
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WEBSITE RESOURCES

The station’s website abc13.com features information, video streaming and links corresponding to its 
news reports, programs, PSAs and public service campaigns.  These informational resources cover a 
wide range of subjects, from news issues, current events and weather topics to health and consumer 
concerns.  The website also features video streaming of ABC-13 Community Close Up public affairs 
programs.  It also provides Doppler radar weather updates and traffic information.  In addition, 
abc13.com provides a calendar venue for community event postings.  In the fourth quarter, the website 
featured content coinciding with ABC-13’s public service campaigns: Stand Up For Cancer, Disney’s 
Choose Kindness campaign, and Share Your Holidays.


