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ABC-13 - LOCAL PROGRAMS 

1st Quarter 2014 

 

 

 

ABC-13 PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMS 

 

ABC-13 broadcasts four locally-produced programs listed below under its public affairs banner ABC-13 

Community Close Up.  The half-hour magazine format programs address a wide range of subjects of 

interest to the community, from hard issues and social service topics to human interest stories and 

culture and entertainment.  The programs are broadcast on an alternating schedule on ABC-13’s 

Channel 13.1 on Sunday mornings at 5:30, 11:00 and 11:30 a.m.  The programs are re-aired on the 

station’s Channel 13.2. 

 

City View 

Issues and topics concerning the community at-large.   

Regular air date - first Sunday of the month at 11:00am.  Among the issues discussed this quarter 

include: efforts to get Houstonians enrolled in the Affordable Care Act through outreach programs and 

tips on navigating their way through the program’s website.  Also, we spotlighted a segment on the 

Houston School District’s new Energy Institute, the first high school in the nation to focus on careers in 

oil, gas and energy technologies.  We also spoke to a Texas man who designs and builds underground 

bunkers.  Ron Hubbard creates these survival shelters for so-called, “Doomsdayers” from across the 

nation.  We featured two energy experts who gave their economic forecasts for the oil and gas industry 

in Houston for 2014 and beyond.  We previewed the “Reel Abilities” film festival, which is the largest 

film festival in the nation devoted to the stories of people with disabilities.             

 

Crossroads 

Issues and topics concerning the African American community.   

Regular air date - second, third and fourth Sunday of the month, 5:30, 11:00 and 11:30am.  Among the 

issues discussed include: fighting breast cancer in the African American community, featuring the 

founders of Sisters Network, an organization created to educate the public about a disease that is the 

most common cancer among Black women.  We also featured a tribute to Women’s History Month and 

efforts to encourage young African American girls to pursue careers in science, technology, engineering 

and math.  The guests were NASA astronaut Jeanette Epps and NASA Program Scientist for the 

International Space Station, Dr. Camille Alleyne.  We also previewed the Black Heritage Society’s 

events planned for the unveiling of a new Martin Luther King Jr. statue at MacGregor Park in Houston’s 

Third Ward.  We also spotlighted “Black Marriage Day,” which began 11 years ago in 30 cities and has 

since expanded to over 300 communities across the nation.  We also examined HISD’s proposal to close 

five schools in minority neighborhoods, as well as a plan to close the U.S. Post Office Southmore 

Station.  That building sits on the site of an important moment in Houston Civil Rights history.  We took 

a look at the hiring of African American head football coaches at the state’s two largest universities, the 

University of Texas and Texas A&M University, and the impact those hires could have on recruiting at 

those universities.    
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Visions 

Issues and topics concerning the Asian/Pacific-American community. 

Regular air date - first Sunday of the month, 5:30 and 11:30am.  Among the issues discussed this  

quarter include: A look at efforts to train Chinese social workers. The field was eliminated in China 

by Chairman Mao Zedong during the Cultural Revolution of the 1960s and 1970s.  The University of  

Houston is one of seven American universities selected to help train the next generation of Chinese  

social workers.  We also took a look at several scams targeting the Asian-American community in the  

Houston area and what citizens can do to protect themselves.  We examined the Bellaire Boulevard  

reconstruction project which has proved to be frustrating for motorists and deadly for pedestrians.   

Three people have died so far this year trying to cross that busy interchange in the Chinatown area.  We  

featured the Houston Symphony’s Frank Huang, who discussed his early years with the 

Symphony as an 11-year old violinist to becoming a Concert Master with the Symphony.    

  

 

 

Viva Houston 

Issues and topics concerning the Latino community. 

Regular air date - second, third and fourth Sunday of the month, 5:30 and 11:30am.  Among the issues 

discussed this quarter include: a look at the Houston School District’s successful dual language program 

where students learn in both English and Spanish.  The program has been such a success that it is being 

expanded from 18 to 32 schools throughout the city. We also looked at efforts to enroll Hispanics in the 

Affordable Care Act.  Hispanic participation in Houston lagged behind others because of language and 

other concerns about the ACA.  We examined President Obama’s new initiative called, “My Brother’s 

Keeper,” which is aimed at helping Hispanic and African American men at particularly vulnerable times 

of their lives.  We profiled a Houston artist named Omar Angel Perez, who creates wild shoe sculptures 

that have garnered international acclaim and caught the eye of singer, Lady Gaga.  We examined how 

some of Houston’s largest worship houses like Lakewood Church and Second Baptist, have hired 

Spanish-speaking pastors to reach out to a growing segment of their congregations.   And we spotlighted 

Rice University’s Luna Llena 14-member mariachi band, which came together on campus and won the 

Rice International Festival award for best musical group.      

 

ABC-13 NEWS PROGRAMS 

 

 

13 Eyewitness News 

The following Eyewitness News programs aired live on Channel 13.1 in the first quarter. Selected news 

programs aired live simultaneously or were re-broadcasted on Channel 13.2. 

 

Eyewitness News at 4:30 AM (Weekdays 4:30 – 5:00am) 

Eyewitness News at 5:00 AM (Weekdays 5:00 – 5:30am) 

Eyewitness News at 5:30 AM (Weekdays 5:30 – 6:00am) 

Eyewitness News at 6:00 AM (Weekdays 6:00 – 7:00am) 

Tom Koch, Sharron Melton, Don Nelson and meteorologist Casey Curry anchor these three half-hour 

and one-hour morning newscasts.  The programs cover the latest overnight news, weather, sports and 

traffic reports. 

 

Eyewitness News at 11:00 AM (Weekdays 11:00 Am -12:00pm) 

Melanie Lawson, Ilona Carson, Art Rascon and meteorologist Travis Herzog anchor this midday 

newscast. The program covers the latest news and weather, as well as entertainment news by Don 

Nelson.  



 4 

 

Eyewitness News at 4:00 PM (Weekdays  4:00 – 5:00pm) 

Eric Barajas, Ilona Carson and meteorologist Travis Herzog anchor this one-hour newscast.  The 

program includes the latest news and weather, money-saving tips from Patricia Lopez and health reports 

by Christi Myers.  

 

Eyewitness News Live at Five (Weekdays 5:00 - 5:30pm) 

Art Rascon, Melanie Lawson and chief meteorologist Tim Heller anchor this half-hour evening newscast 

covering the latest news, weather and sports.    

 

Eyewitness News at 6 PM  (Weekdays 6:00-6:30pm) 

Gina Gaston, Dave Ward, chief meteorologist Tim Heller and sports director Greg Bailey anchor this 

half-hour newscast covering the latest news, sports and weather. 

 

 

 

 

Eyewitness News at 6:30 PM  (Weekdays 6:30-7:00pm) 

Ilona Carson, Erik Barajas, chief meteorologist Tim Heller and sport director Greg Bailey anchor this 

half-hour newscast covering the latest news, sports and weather. 

 

Eyewitness News at 10 PM (Weekdays 10:00 - 10:30pm) 

Dave Ward, Gina Gaston, chief meteorologist Tim Heller and sports director Greg Bailey anchor this 

late evening half-hour newscast, covering the latest news, weather and sports.   

 

Eyewitness News at 5:30 AM (Saturdays 5:30 – 6:00am) 

Eyewitness News at 6:00 AM (Saturdays 6:00 – 7:00am)  

Elissa Rivas, Samica Knight and meteorologist David Tillman anchor these newscasts reporting the 

latest news, weather and sports. 
 

Eyewitness News at 6:00 PM (Saturdays 6:00 – 6:30pm) 

Eyewitness News at 10 PM (Saturdays 10:00 – 10:30pm) 

Tom Abrahams, Adela Uchida, meteorologist David Tillman and sportscaster Bob Slovak anchor these 

news programs covering the latest news, weather and sports. 

 

Eyewitness News at 6 AM (Sundays 6:00 – 7:00am) 

Eyewitness News at 8 AM (Sundays 8:00 – 10:00am) 

Elissa Rivas, Samica Knight and meteorologist David Tillman anchor these Saturday morning newscasts 

reporting the latest news, weather and sports.    

 

Eyewitness News at 5:30 PM (Sundays 5:30 – 6:00pm) 

Eyewitness News at 10 PM (Sundays 10:00 – 10:30pm) 

Tom Abrahams, Adela Uchida, meteorologist David Tillman and sportscaster Bob Slovak anchor these 

Sunday evening news programs covering the latest news, weather and sports. 
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LOCALLY PRODUCED PROGRAMS 

 

Channel 13.1 Programming 

 

ABC-13 Presents 

ABC-13 Presents productions are locally produced specials covering a full range of subjects, including 

medical topics, the environment, consumer reports, health, beauty, sports, the arts and events that impact 

Houstonians.  ABC-13 Presents programs regularly air on Channel 13.1 at 10:35pm.  This quarter 

featured “2014 Chevron Houston Marathon” on January 19
th

; “Chevron Houston Marathon: The Finish 

Line” on January 19
th

; “2014 Houston Livestock Show & Rodeo Parade” on March 1
st
; the “2014 

Galveston Mardi Gras Parade” on March 1
st
; “Rockin’ the Rodeo” on March 9

th
; “Rodeo Houston 

School Art Auction” on March 16
th

 and “Rodeo Houston Junior Steer Auction” on March 22nd.     

 

Channel 13.2 Programming 

ABC-13’s Channel 13.2 features a variety of locally produced programs, including 13Eyewitness News, 

ABC-13 Presents, ABC-13 Community Close Up and Live Well HD Network.  Channel 13.2 also features 

children’s programs and local high school football games. 

 

Live Well HD Network 

Launched by the ABC-owned television stations, Live Well HD Network programs help viewers 

improve their daily lives.  The network airs on Channel 13.2.  The network consists of numerous half-

hour programs covering a variety of lifestyle topics, including: 

Motion – outdoor activities 

Say Ahh – health and medicine 

Advice for Life – personal growth 

Mirror, Mirror – beauty and fashion (locally produced by KTRK) 

Deals – money-saving tips (locally produced by KTRK) 

Let’s Dish – health cooking 

Home with Lisa Quinn – interior design 

 

Channel 13.3 Programming 

The station’s HDTV Channel 13.3 features weather coverage 24 hours a day.   

 
 

COMMUNITY FORUMS 

On February 7, 2014, ABC-13 hosted a community forum focusing on the Affordable Care Act.  Several 

local health providers were invited to discuss the challenges and opportunity to register for affordable 

healthcare.  Guests included representatives from El Centro De Corazon, Legacy Community Health, 

Ibn Sina Foundation, Spring Branch Community Health Center and more. 

 

On March 21, ABC-13 hosted a community forum focusing on issues in Houston’s Fourth Ward and 

Freedman’s Town at the historic African American Library at the Gregory School.  Built in 1926, the 

Gregory School is the first public school for African Americans in Houston.  The original building is 

now a library. 
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ABC TELEVISION NETWORK NES 

 

ABC-13 broadcasts all ABC Television Network news programs and special reports.  The network’s 

report entitled, “ABC-TV Network Fourth Quarter 2013 Program Information,” is filed separately.  A 

copy of the report is filed in ABC-13’s Public Inspection File. 
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ABC-13 - CORE ISSUES 

1st Quarter 2014 

 

 

 

CORE ISSUES 

 

ABC-13 gave significant coverage to the following community issues and concerns arising in the first 

quarter of 2014: 

 

1.  Affordable Care Act Enrollment 

2.  HISD School Closures 

3.  Houston Texans Draft   

4.  Galveston Bay Oil Spill 

5.  Apartment Fire and Rescue 

  

 

The station’s coverage of these core issues is detailed in the next section of this report. 
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ABC-13 - CORE ISSUES COVERAGE 

1st Quarter 2014 

 

 

 

 

AFFORDABLE CARE ACT ENROLLMENT 

  

Eyewitness News.  Air Dates:   January 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 

23.  February 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 25, 26, 27, 28.  March 1, 2, 

3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31.   

Total coverage:  5 Hours 43 Minutes  

 

13 Eyewitness News reported on efforts to get Houstonians enrolled in the Affordable Care Act before 

the March 31 deadline.  The health care law gives people who have been denied insurance coverage an 

opportunity to sign up for lower-priced group plans, despite being denied coverage because of a pre-

existing health condition or the high cost of individually purchased insurance.  ABC-13 looked at the 

challenge of getting Hispanics signed up for Obamacare, as well as the so-called, “Young Invincibles,” 

or young people who may not have given much thought to getting their own health insurance.  ABC-13 

also looked at efforts by a number of community organizations to educate and walk citizens through the 

enrollment process.  ABC-13 also put on a web chat and worked with Univision on a phone bank to 

answer viewer questions about the Affordable Care Act.  Meantime, the government says it will accept 

paper applications until April 7.  By the March 31 deadline, more than 7-million Americans had signed 

up for insurance under the Affordable Care Act.   

 

 

HISD SCHOOL CLOSURES 

 

Eyewitness News.  Air Dates:   February 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 

24, 25, 26, 27, 28.  March 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20.   Total 

Coverage:  3 Hours 33 Minutes  

 

13 Eyewitness News followed the Houston Independent School District proposal to close five campuses 

at the end of the school year.  The five campuses at the center of the plan were Dodson Elementary, 

Nathaniel Q. Henderson Elementary, Port Houston Elementary, Fleming Middle School and Jones High 

School.  The idea enraged neighborhood residents who fought to keep the schools open.  Eventually, the 

Houston School Board decided not to close Henderson, Port Houston, and Fleming.  Jones, however, 

was repurposed as a vocational school and only Dodson was marked for closure.  Supporters of the 

school say they will continue to fight to save their neighborhood school.              

 

                                                          HOUSTON TEXANS DRAFT 

 

Eyewitness News.  Air Dates:   January 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 

26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31.  February 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 

23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31.  March 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 

20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31.   Total Coverage:  6 Hours 23 Minutes  

 

13 Eyewitness News reported extensively on the speculation surrounding who the Houston Texans will 

select with the first pick in the NFL draft following a disastrous 2-14 season.  Much of the speculation 
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focused on Texas A&M quarterback Johnny Manziel, who announced he was giving up his final two 

seasons of eligibility to enter the draft.  Other players being considered by the Texans include: Central 

Florida quarterback, Blake Bortles, South Carolina defensive lineman, Jadevon Clowney and Louisville 

quarterback, Teddy Bridgewater.  Team officials hope to regroup following a season that saw the firing 

of head coach Gary Kubiak and most of his coaching staff and the exodus of numerous Texans players 

to free agency and cost-cutting moves.    

 

 

 

GALVESTON BAY OIL SPILL 

 

Eyewitness News.  Air Dates:   March 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31.  Total Coverage:   2 

Hours 45 Minutes 

 

13 Eyewitness News closely followed efforts to contain an oil spill in Galveston Bay.  It happened when 

a barge carrying nearly a million gallons of oil collided with a ship.  The spill posed a threat to sensitive 

bird habitats at the peak of the migratory season.  The U.S. Coast Guard has not released an estimate of 

how much fuel has spilled into the bay, but there is a visible sheen of oil at the scene.  Officials believe 

only one of the barge’s tanks was breached, with a capacity of 168,000 gallons.  Wildlife Response 

Services, a wildlife rehabilitation service, was deployed to assist with any impacted birds or marine life.    

Galveston City officials raised fears that the spill would be devastating to the tourist industry as it 

approaches the busy summer season.  The city was on the rebound following the devastation caused by 

Hurricane Ike in 2008.               

 

 

APARTMENT FIRE AND RESCUE 

 

Eyewitness News.  Air Dates:   March 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31.  Total Coverage:   4 Hours 30 

Minutes. 

 

13 Eyewitness News followed a 5-alarm fire at an apartment complex under construction in the 

Montrose area.  Flames could be seen from miles away as wind gusts of 20 mph helped to fan the 

flames.  There were no serious injuries.  But one construction worker barely escaped disaster after he 

was trapped on an unfinished balcony on the fourth floor as the entire building was consumed by flames.  

As the heat became too much, the worker lowered himself to the balcony below and made a leap to a 

lower balcony.  But he was not removed from harm’s way until a ladder from a fire engine approached 

and he managed to climb on.   As they began to move away from the building, the entire fourth floor 

collapsed, spilling burning debris onto the area they had been seconds before.  The rescued construction 

worker, Curtis Reissig, told our reporter, Foti Kallergis, that he thought he was going to die.  But he said 

getting rescued made him appreciate life.  The cause of the fire is focusing on sparks from a welder’s 

blowtorch.           
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FCC ISSUES REPORT – 1st Quarter 2014 

January – March 

KTRK-TV  

 

 

ABC-13 - PUBLIC SERVICE 

1st Quarter 2014 

 

 

 

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PSA Submissions 

The station airs selected PSAs submitted by local, regional and national nonprofit entities.  Broadcast on 

a regular PSA rotation, the spots cover a wide range of subjects and interests -- from health, education 

and issues addressing children’s concerns to drug abuse prevention, public safety and the environment.   

 

Community Spotlight PSAs 

ABC-13 regularly produces and broadcasts 15 and 30-second public service announcements under its 

Community Spotlight banner.  The announcements promote the public service programs and activities of 

local nonprofit organizations, community groups and government entities.  The spots are broadcast on 

regular PSA rotation schedules and in special time slots on weekdays between 3:00 and 4:00 p.m.  In the 

first quarter, the station produced and broadcasted PSAs promoting Black History Month; Pin Oak 

Charity Horse Show; Run for the Rose; Affordable Care Act assistance; and The Woods.  In the first 

quarter, the station ran a total of 4738 PSAs on both our 13.1 and 13.2 channels.  

 

 

ABC-13 PUBLIC SERVICE CAMPAIGNS 

 

Chevron Houston Marathon 

ABC-13 provided live television coverage of the Chevron Houston Marathon from 7am – 10am on 

January 19.  KTRK-TV also did a re-cap special on January 19th from 10:35pm-11:05pm.  Television 

sponsors were Chevron, Aramco and ABB. 

 

Culinary Masters 

ABC-13’s “Culinary Masters” is a campaign designed to highlight a prominent chef in the Houston area 

with proceeds benefitting the Houston Food Bank.  It is sponsored by Cadillac.  The chefs featured in 

the first quarter were John Watt of Prego Restaurant and Roberto Castre of Latin Bites.  

 

Galveston Mardi Gras Special 

ABC-13 covered the Mardi Gras Parade live from Galveston, Texas.  The show aired on March 1
st
 from 

10:35pm-11:35pm.  The program was hosted by ABC-l3 anchors Gina Gaston and Tom Koch.  

Television sponsor was Landry’s Restaurants, Inc. 

 

 

Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo 

ABC-13 provided parade coverage, a rodeo special and the rodeo round-up in conjunction with the 

Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo.  Television sponsors were AT&T, Toyota and Boot Barn. 
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Crohn’s & Colitis Foundation/ABC-13’s Women of Distinction 

ABC-13 in partnership with Mercedes Benz Dealers of Greater Houston and the Crohn’s & Colitis 

Foundation of America created a multi-platform campaign designed to promote awareness and 

donations for the local CCFA chapter.  The campaign consisted of :60 vignettes, ABC13.com elements 

and sponsorship of the 2014 Winter Ball on January 28th. 

 

Houston Children’s Festival 

ABC-13 was sponsor of the Houston Children’s Festival taking place in downtown Houston on March 

29
th

 and 30
th

.  The event benefitted Child Advocates, Houston.  Television sponsors were McDonald’s 

and Baker Hughes. 

 

Tour de Houston 

ABC-13 is the official television sponsor of the Bike Race March 16
th

 in downtown Houston.  ABC-13 

supported the race with on-air spots and digital elements. Television co-sponsor was Apache.    

 
  
WEBSITE RESOURCES 

 

The station’s website abc13.com features information, video streaming and links corresponding to its 

news reports, programs, PSAs and public service campaigns.  These informational resources cover a 

wide range of subjects, from news issues, current events and weather topics to health and consumer 

concerns.  The website also features video streaming of ABC-13 Community Close Up public affairs 

programs.  It also provides Doppler radar weather updates and traffic information.  In addition, 

abc13.com provides an online calendar platform for community event postings.  In the first quarter, the 

website featured content coinciding with some of ABC-13’s public service campaigns: including the  

ABC-13 Blood Drive, getting Houstonians enrolled in the Affordable Care Act, the MLK, Jr Oratory 

Competition and Black History Month. 

 

 
 


