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ABC-13 – LOCAL PROGRAMS 

2nd Quarter 2011 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY CLOSE UP PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMS 

 

ABC-13 broadcasts four locally-produced public affairs programs listed below under its ABC-13 

Community Close Up banner. The half-hour magazine format programs address a wide range of subjects 

of interest to the community, from hard issues and social service topics to human interest stories and 

culture and entertainment.  The programs are broadcasted on an alternating schedule on ABC-13’s 

Channel 13.1 on Sunday mornings at 11:00 and 11:30 a.m. 

 

City View   Issues and topics concerning the community at-large.   

                   Regular air date - first Sunday of the month, 11:00 a.m. 

 

Crossroads    Issues and topics concerning the African American community. 

   Regular air dates - second, third and fourth Sunday of the month, 11:00 a.m. 

 

Visions             Issues and topics concerning the Asian Pacific American community. 

                         Regular air date - first Sunday of the month, 11:30 a.m. 

 

Viva Houston    Issues and topics concerning the Latino community. 

   Regular air dates - second, third and fourth Sunday of the month, 11:30 a.m. 

 

 

13 EYEWITNESS NEWS PROGRAMS 

 

The following Eyewitness News programs are broadcasted live on Channel 13.1. 

 

Eyewitness News at 4:30 AM (Weekdays 4:30 – 5:00am) 

Eyewitness News at 5:00 AM (Weekdays 5:00 – 5:30am) 

Eyewitness News at 5:30 AM (Weekdays 5:30 – 6:00am) 

Eyewitness News at 6:00 AM (Weekdays 6:00 – 7:00am) 

Tom Koch, Sharron Melton, Don Nelson and meteorologist Casey Curry anchored these morning 

newscasts, covering the latest overnight news, weather, sports and traffic. 

 

Eyewitness News at 11:00 AM (Weekdays 11:00 Am -12:00pm) 

Sharron Melton, Ilona Carson and meteorologist Travis Herzog anchor these midday newscasts. The 

program covers the latest news and weather as well as entertainment news by Don Nelson.  

 

Eyewitness News at 4:00 PM (Weekdays 4:00 – 5:00pm) 

Eric Barajas, Ilona Carson and meteorologist Travis Herzog anchor this one-hour newscast.  The 

program includes the latest news and weather, consumer reports by Jeff Ehling and health reports by 

Christi Myers.  
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Eyewitness News Live at Five (Weekdays 5:00 - 5:30pm) 

Art Rascon, Melanie Lawson and chief meteorologist Tim Heller anchor this half-hour evening newscast 

covering the latest news, weather and sports.   

 

Eyewitness News at 6 PM (Weekdays 6:00-7:00pm) 

Gina Gaston, Dave Ward, chief meteorologist Tim Heller and sports director Bob Allen anchor this one-

hour newscast covering the latest news, weather and sports. 

 

Eyewitness News at 10 PM (Weekdays 10:00 - 10:30pm) 

Dave Ward, Gina Gaston, chief meteorologist Tim Heller and sports director Bob Allen anchor this late 

evening newscast covering the latest news, weather and sports.   

 

Eyewitness News at 5:30 AM (Saturdays 5:30 – 6:00am) 

Eyewitness News at 6:00 AM (Saturdays 6:00 – 7:00am) 

Eyewitness News at 8:00 AM (Saturdays 8:00 – 9:00am) 

Elissa Rivas, Katie McCall and meteorologist David Tillman anchor these Saturday morning newscasts, 

reporting the latest news, weather and sports. 
 

Eyewitness News at 6:00 PM (Saturdays 6:00 – 6:30pm) 

Eyewitness News at 10 PM (Saturdays 10:00 – 10:30pm) 

Tom Abrahams, Adela Uchida, meteorologist David Tillman and sportscaster Tim Melton anchor these 

Saturday evening news programs covering the latest news, weather and sports. 

 

Eyewitness News at 6 AM (Sundays 6:00 – 7:00am) 

Eyewitness News at 8 AM (Sundays 8:00 – 9:00am) 

Elissa Rivas, Katie McCall and meteorologist David Tillman anchor these Sunday morning newscasts 

reporting the latest news, weather and sports.    

 

Eyewitness News at 5:30 PM (Sundays 5:30 – 6:00pm) 

Eyewitness News at 10 PM (Sundays 10:00 – 10:30pm) 

Tom Abrahams, Adela Uchida, meteorologist David Tillman and sportscaster Tim Melton anchor these 

Sunday evening news programs covering the latest news, weather and sports. 

 

 

WEATHER SPECIALS 

 

Tapping the expertise of the 13 Eyewitness News weather anchor team, weather specials addressing 

hurricane preparedness and tropical storm projections customarily air at the start of the hurricane season.    

The programs are broadcasted on Channels 13.1, 13.2 and 13.3.  ABC-13’s half-hour weather special, 

Eye on the Gulf: Remembering Allison & Carla, aired on May 29, 10:35 p.m., on Channel 13.1.   

 

 

SPORTS PROGRAMS 

 

The 13 Eyewitness News sports anchor team presents several programs throughout the year highlighting 

the latest sports news.  Other sports programs spotlight the Houston Texans, including pre-season 

football specials.  In addition, ABC-13 presents live broadcasts of selected area high school football 

games on Channels 13.2 and Channel 13.3. 
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ABC-13 PRESENTS 

 

ABC-13 Presents programs cover a wide range of subjects, from medical topics, the environment, 

consumer concerns to health and beauty, sports, the arts and events that impact Houstonians.  The 

programs air on Channels 13.1.  Selected programs are also broadcasted on Channels 13.2 and 13.3. 
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ABC TELEVISION PROGRAMS 

2nd Quarter 2011 

 

 

 

 

ABC TELEVISION NETWORK NEWS 

 

ABC-13 broadcasts all ABC Television Network news programs and special reports as well as other 

primetime programming.  The network’s report titled ―ABC Television Network Second Quarter 2011 

Program Information‖ is filed separately by the network.  A copy of the report is filed in ABC-13’s 

Public Inspection File. 
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FCC ISSUES REPORT – 2nd Quarter 2011 

April - June  

KTRK-TV  

 

 

ABC-13 - CORE ISSUES 

2nd Quarter 2011 

 

 

 

CORE ISSUES 

 

ABC-13 gave significant coverage to the following local community issues arising in the second quarter 

of 2011: 

 

1. Bin Laden Killed 

2. Houston Budget Cuts 

3. Public Schools Funding Crisis 

4. State Legislative Session 

5. Texas Battles Drought 

 

The station’s coverage of these issues on news and public affairs programs is detailed in the next section 

of this report.   
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FCC ISSUES REPORT – 2nd Quarter 2011 

April - June   

KTRK TV 

 

 

  

ABC-13  CORE ISSUES COVERAGE 

2nd Quarter 2011 

 

 

 

BIN LADEN KILLED 

 

13 Eyewitness News.   Air Dates:   May 2-30.  June 4-8, 10-17, 22-24, 29, 30.  Total Coverage:   6 

Hours 14 Minutes. 

 

On May 1, there was major breaking news that the mastermind of the 9/11 terrorist attacks Osama Bin 

Laden is dead.  The world’s most wanted terrorist was shot in the head in an attack by U.S. forces at his 

luxury hideout in Abbottabad, Pakistan.  President Barack Obama held a late-night news conference 

making the official announcement of Bin Laden’s death, wanted for years as the head of the terrorist 

group Al-Qaida.  Bin Laden was the leader of the group responsible for the 9/11 attacks in New York 

City.  News reports captured reaction from around the world, including Houstonians.  On May 2, 

hundreds of people gathered outside the White House as President Obama officially announced Bin 

Laden death.   They chanted ―U.S.A‖ and waved American flags. A crowd sang the national anthem at 

New York's 9/11 ―ground zero,‖ in a display of patriotism.  The president announced that justice has 

been done.  Emotional demonstrations were seen in Washington, New York and around the globe. 

 

The discovery of Bin Laden’s whereabouts began with a tip to the CIA last August.  President Obama 

told the nation that on April 29, he determined that there was enough intelligence to move forward with 

a raid on Obama’s compound by a team of U.S. Navy Seals.  Exclusive ABC news video showed the 

bloody aftermath of the gunfight.  According to officials, Bin Laden was shot in the head when he 

refused to surrender.  A woman was also killed in the raid.  It was not clear if she was being used as a 

human shield or was caught in the crossfire. Bin Laden’s wife was wounded in the attack.  Bin Laden’s 

body was positively identified through a DNA match with his sister.  U.S. officials reported that he was 

buried at sea overnight, immediately after his death, in accordance with Islamic tradition. 

 

It has been almost 10 years since Bin Laden masterminded the 9/11 terror attacks that claimed 3,000 

innocent lives.  News of his death hit close to home for Houstonians Larry Catuzzi and Harris County 

Fire Marshal Mike Montgomery. Montgomery, a member of the Texas Task Force One urban search 

and rescue unit, arrived at ―ground zero‖ not long after the towers fell to help with the rescue.  Catuzzi’s 

daughter Lauren, who was three months pregnant, was among the 40 heroes killed on board United 

Flight 93.  Her family started a foundation in her memory and created "Lauren's Garden,‖ a memorial 

for all the victims of 9/11.    

 

On May 10, former Pakistani president Pervez Musharraf denied that his administration worked out an 

agreement with the U.S. to allow American Special Forces to kill or capture Bin Laden.  A British 

newspaper reported that the two countries worked out a deal nearly ten years ago to allow the U.S. to go 

after Bin Laden and two other top Al-Qaida leaders in Pakistan.  On May 18, the chairman of the U.S. 

Joint Chiefs of Staff said it may take time for the United States to figure out whether Bin Laden had 

government help to hide in Pakistan.  Secretary of Defense Robert Gates said he believes someone in 
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Pakistan knew Bin Laden was hiding there.  U.S. intelligence agencies examined files taken in the raid 

to determine whether Bin Laden set a terror attacks in motion before his death. 
 

Militant groups vowed revenge against the U.S. in the wake of the raid and the killing of the Al-Qaida 

leader.  On May 20, a roadside bomb exploded in northwestern Pakistan near two U.S consulate 

vehicles, killing a Pakistani passer-by and injuring some Americans in the convoy.  No groups claimed 

responsibility for the bomb.  On May 27, Pakistan officials agreed to allow the CIA to examine Bin 

Laden's three-story compound.   

 

On June 4, there was news that Al-Qaida terrorist Ilyas Kashmiri was killed during an air strike in South 

Waziristan.  Considered one of Pakistan’s most vicious militants, Kashmiri was expected to replace 

Osama Bin Laden as leader of Al-Qaida. 

 

On June 15, New York Times reported that authorities in Pakistan arrested five CIA informants who 

tipped off the U.S. about Bin Laden's hideout.  The fate of the informants is unclear.  American-Pakistan 

relations have been strained since the May 2 raid.  Pakistan officials were insulted by the fact they were 

not informed about the operation ahead of time.  

 

On June 27, Al-Qaida named Ayman Al-Zawahiri as its new leader.  The Egyptian served as second in 

command in the terrorist organization.  He is believed to have been the chief strategist in the 

organization for years.  U.S. Defense Secretary Gates said that Al-Zawahiri lacks Bin Laden's ―peculiar 

charisma.‖  He also stated there is internal dissent in Al-Qaeda over the choice of leader.  Meantime, 

sources reported that Al-Qaida had a working hit-list of powerful Americans, including Wall Street 

CEO's, political leaders and contractors who do business with the military.  With Bin Laden now dead, 

on June 22 federal prosecutors dropped all criminal charges against the terrorist leader. 

 

 

HOUSTON BUDGET CUTS 

 

13 Eyewitness News.  Air Dates:  April 1-3, 5-9, 11-23, 25, 28.  May 1-13, 15, 17-23, 25-31.  June 1-

8, 10, 11, 14-24, 28-30.    Total Coverage:  5 Hours 7 Minutes 

 

At the start of the second quarter, the City of Houston began its first round of worker layoffs as it dealt 

with a $130 million budget shortfall.  The cuts were expected to include more than 600 HPD officers 

and employees. The fire department might lay off 200 workers. The city announced that it would issue 

layoff notices through mid-May.  The state’s proposed cuts to the Texas Parks & Wildlife Department 

coupled with proposed cuts to the Houston Parks & Recreation Department had many residents 

concerned.  On March 30, dozens of parents gathered at the parks department to protest city’s proposed 

$15 million in cuts to parks.  To help deal with the budget shortfall, the City plans to work on selling off 

property that is not moving as fast as expected.   

 

Mayor Annise Parker addressed the budget crises in her State of the City speech on April 15.  The 

mayor stressed that the biggest challenge will be keeping all current police and firefighters on the 

payroll.  The fire chief noted that his department faces difficult challenges in working with a reduced 

budget.  The police chief said some storefront and helicopter hours will be reduced to deal with the cuts.  

Mayor Parker said that she will try her best to avoid the layoff of police officers and firefighters as the 

city works to cut $75 million from its budget.  The mayor said she does not intend to lay off any 

classified personnel. Ray Hunt with the Houston Police Officer’s Union said that the real issue could be 

the cuts in overtime funding.  The mayor’s proposed cuts to overtime equals to losing the manpower of 

85 fulltime police officers. 
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By May 19, a total of 747 civilian workers had been laid off.  Mayor Parker and the Houston Police 

Department reached a deal to save more than 450 jobs.  The city will defer $17 million in pension 

payments next year in order to avoid laying off police officer and jailers. HPD’s downtown headquarters 

could be sold or leased to pay for the deferred pensions.  On May 25, news came that the city will lay off 

hundreds of firefighters.   

 

The mayor’s proposed budget includes the closing of some swimming pools and community centers and 

cutting back on library hours of operation.  To make up for the budget shortfall, eight pools and seven 

recreation centers will not be open this summer. The city will also step up its collection of library fines 

through a contracted collection agency.  Residents served by the Cherryhurst Community Center went to 

City Hall to convince city leaders not to close their neighborhood facility.   

 

On June 18, there was news that firefighters and the City have worked out a three-year deal—and it 

means that firefighters will not be laid off.  The firefighters union voted to take a two-year pay freeze to 

avoid job cuts.  The City had originally said that the budget crunch could force hundreds of firefighters 

to be laid off. 

 

On June 22, Houston City Council approved a 2012 budget of $827 billion. The approved budget is 

about $90 million less than the current budget.  The savings were achieved through 747 layoffs, 

employee concessions and cuts to city services. 

 

Crossroads.  Air date:  May 1, 11:00 a.m.  Total Coverage:  4:00 minutes. 

The program featured a talk with HPD chief Charles McClelland about the department’s top challenges 

and priorities.  Among matters discussed were the city’s current budget crisis and the expected impact 

budget cuts may have on police staffing and public safety.  Sources indicate budget cuts could mean the 

loss of as many as 180 officers on patrol and 400 civilians.  The chief emphasized that his number one 

priority is keeping officers on the street and keeping Houston safe. 

 

Viva Houston.  Air date:  June 12, 11:30 a.m.  Total Coverage:  9 minutes 

The program featured a news package by Andy Cerota about the City of Houston budget crisis and the 

impact it could have on the city’s police and fire departments.  A talk with HPD Chief Charles 

McClelland followed, addressing his priorities for the department as it prepares for deep budget cuts.  

The chief asserted that essential services will not be cut, but instead, the department will find more 

efficient ways of rendering non-essential services such as the operation of police storefronts. 

 

 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS FUNDING CRISIS 

 

13 Eyewitness News.  Air Dates:   April 1-9, 11-22, 25, 28.  May 6, 9, 10, 12--31.  June 1-12, 14, 16, 

17, 21, 23-25, 28, 29.   Total Coverage:   3 Hours 53 Minutes. 

 

The 82nd Texas State Legislative Session dealt with a revenue shortfall of $27 billion over the next two 

years.  Legislators were faced with the challenge of making cuts across the board to balance the budget, 

including drastic cuts in funding for public schools and universities. Perry’s budget sought to cut more 

than $2 billion dollars in state spending on public education.  Public school officials, teachers unions and 

parents from cities across the state met with lawmakers in Austin to urge them to make education a 

funding priority.  They urged lawmakers to tap the state's rainy day fund to avoid such dramatic cuts in 

funding to public schools.  Governor Rick Perry stood firm in his intention to cut funding across the 

board, including public education, to address the projected budget deficit.  Perry asserted that the state 
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will not dip into the rainy day fund but will come up with ways to work with priorities and available 

funds. 

 

School district boards dramatically reduced their budgets in anticipation of drastic state funding cuts.  

The cuts will mean employee layoffs, including teachers.  HISD held meetings with parents to discuss 

the possibility of closing four small elementary schools to help deal with its budget crunch.  Ft. Bend 

ISD announced layoffs and an increase in class sizes to address the projected budget shortfall.  Katy ISD 

warned of major teacher layoffs.  The Spring Branch ISD board voted to cut its budget by $17.5 million, 

which will mean the elimination of about 350 positions.  HISD announced another round of layoffs, 

calling for the reorganization and consolidation of several departments.  Klein ISD cut its budget by $19 

million, which will mean layoffs, including 29 teachers.  On April 24, hundreds of Morton Ranch High 

School students in Katy marched out of their classrooms to protest funding cuts that will cost hundreds 

of teachers their jobs.  In another cost-cutting effort, the HISD board approved a proposal to increase the 

price of lunches by 40 cents.  Clear Creek ISD opted to cut costs by dropping the 5% homestead 

exemption, having students pay for some parts of extra-curricular activities and eliminating some non-

essential district transportation. 

 

On May 24, the school finance bill that would slash $4 billion dollars in funding for public schools 

collapsed in the House.  The governor called a special session of the legislature to deal with public 

school funding.  On June 5, dozens of angry teachers made their voices heard at the state capitol.  They 

protested against proposed cuts to education, including pre-kindergarten, dropout prevention and teacher 

incentive programs.  Meantime, to save money, HISD reduced its summer school week to four days.  

The district announced that it will not raise property taxes.  HISD proposed $1.5 billion budget is $96 

million less than last year.  More than half of the district’s savings come from reduced funding for 

teachers, librarians, supplies and other campus programs.  

 

In late June, in a legislative special session called by Governor Perry, state lawmakers passed a school 

finance bill that cuts $4 billion dollars from public education.   

 

 

STATE LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

 

13 Eyewitness News.   Air Dates:  April 1, 5, 6, 11, 15, 19, 20, 29, 30.  May 4-6, 9, 10, 12, 13, 15-18, 

20-31.  June 1-4, 6-10, 12-14, 17-19, 21-30.  Total Coverage:  1 Hour 48 Minutes 

 

The Texas 82
nd

 Legislature tackled the challenges of a proposed $164 billion budget for the next two 

years, which is $23 billion less than the current budget.  Governor Rick Perry said lawmakers should 

focus on cutting programs and not looking for additional funds.  Legislators explored worked on plans to 

raise about $5 billion in non-tax revenue to soften the blow of massive cuts to public education and 

health care.   

 

Eyewitness News followed developments at the state capitol as the legislature dealt with the budget and 

numerous bills. Items on the agenda included the controversial ―sanctuary cities‖ bill and anti-bullying 

legislation. Other bills dealt with getting rid of the night time speed limit, allowing homeowners to 

display U.S. flags on their property and a ban on texting while driving.  Another matter of great concern 

to Texans across the state was potential state funding cuts to health programs.  Disability rights activists 

protested in Austin and expressed their concern about potential cuts to Medicaid.   

 

The most challenging issues before the legislature dealt with state funding cuts to public education.  

Lawmakers debated on how to spread $4 billion in education cuts to school districts across the state, 
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while teachers worried about losing their jobs.  As the legislative session neared to an end, school 

district administrators worked to balance their budgets for the upcoming school year.  Democratic 

lawmakers urged Governor Perry to tap the rainy day fund to close the budget gap.  The legislature 

approved a measure to spend a little over $3 billion from the fund.  Some lawmakers supported a plan to 

cut six percent across the board for all school districts in the state, while other lawmakers said that 

wealthier districts should take a bigger cut. 

   

The controversial ―sanctuary cities‖ bill required that all Texas communities to comply with the Secure 

Communities.  The program calls for police and sheriff’s departments to check the fingerprints of people 

arrested to determine if they are in the country illegally and should be deported.  Critics of the bill said 

that such a law would have a chilling effect on minority communities.  Eyewitness News legal analyst 

Joel Androphy said that the bill could be laying the groundwork for legislation similar to the 

controversial immigration law in Arizona, which requires law enforcement to check immigration status.  

Members of a coalition in Houston said that the law, if passed, will only target minority communities. 

 

The state legislature passed a bill dealing with texting while driving bill.  Under that bill, anyone caught 

texting or e-mailing on their phones while driving will face fines of up to $200.  Supporters argued for 

the proposal as a public-safety measure. Opponents argued that the bill would amount to criminalizing 

drivers simply for receiving a text message while driving.  Thirty states have a similar statewide bans on 

texting while driving.   

 

The 82
nd

 Legislative session ended with lawmakers failing to pass major legislation dealing with funding 

for public schools and Medicaid.  Governor Perry called for a special legislative session to work out the 

must-pass legislation.  Lawmakers reconvened in Austin on May 31.  Lawmakers appear unwilling to 

find consensus.  Since Republicans have a 19 to12 advantage over Democrats in the Senate, the GOP 

has the upper hand.  Legislation banning intrusive airport "pat-downs" was added to the special session 

agenda. 

 

On June 4, dozens of angry educators gathered at the state capitol in Austin to protest the school finance 

bill making its way through the legislature.  On June 7, about 200 teachers rallied at the state capitol 

against a proposed measure that will allow school districts to cut in teachers’ pay and issue teacher 

furloughs.  The State Senate passed the bill along party lines.   

 

On June 13, HPD Chief Charles McClelland told state senators why he opposed a proposed new 

―sanctuary cities‖ immigration bill.  The bill prohibits cities from barring officers from asking about a 

person's immigration status.  Chief McClelland said such legislation would lead to further jail crowding 

and would mean a cost of more than $4 million to train 5,000 Houston police officers on immigration 

issues.     

 

On June 17, Governor Perry announced his veto of nearly a dozen bills passed by the legislature. Bills 

vetoed by Perry included a state ban on texting while driving.  Perry described the texting ban bill as a 

government effort to micromanage the behavior of adults.  The governor nixed bills which would keep 

the Department of Information Services and Department of Housing and Community Affairs in 

operation.  Perry also vetoed a bill which would facilitate the state’s transition to a federal health care 

plan 

 

The special session adjourned on June 30. After 170 days of debate, lawmakers passed the school 

finance bill, which cuts $4 billion dollars from public education.  Legislators also re-organized the Texas 

Windstorm Insurance Association.  One of the most debated bills, the so-called ―sanctuary cities‖ bill, 

concerning tougher immigration law enforcement did not pass.  However, an immigration-related 
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provision tucked into the must-pass school finance budget bill will require people to prove U.S. 

citizenship before they can renew or get a Texas driver’s license.  Another controversial bill not passed 

was one concerning invasive body searches by airport security personnel.   

 

 

   TEXAS BATTLES DROUGHT 

 

13 Eyewitness News.  Air Dates:  April 1-30.  May 1-31.  June 1-30.  Total Coverage:   3 Hours 17 

Minutes. 

 

Texas struggled with severe drought conditions throughout the second quarter.  Southeast Texas endured 

several days of record heat and the worst drought since the 1950s during the second quarter of the year.  

Many special weather reports during newscasts focused on the lack of rain and subsequent effect on 

crops and increased fire danger.  In the midst of reports on record drought conditions, the Eyewitness 

News weather team kept viewers informed about the ensuing hurricane season. 

 

The state faced a severe wildfire season due to the drought.  By late June, 23,779 wildfires had been 

reported statewide.  The fires resulted in four deaths, including three firefighters, and the destruction of 

400 homes and more than 3 million acres of land.  Numerous fires were in the Southeast Texas and 

Greater Houston region, including a wildfire in Grimes County that left 47 families homeless.   

 

The wildfires are expected to have a long-term impact on the timber industry, with a $500 million 

estimated economic loss.  Local farms have been hard-hit by the drought.  The dry conditions have 

impacted the Texas agricultural and cattle industry, with losses estimated at well over $4 billion.  The 

Texas Forest Service issued information and a wildfire action plan to address the hazards.   

 

Cities throughout the region called on residents to voluntarily conserve water, while other municipalities 

issued mandatory water restrictions.  In late May, all counties in the region joined others across the state, 

issuing a burn ban.  Police agencies stepped in to enforce the burn ban.  On May 22, four acres of 

underbrush burned at East End Park in Kingwood.  On May 30, yet another wildfire erupted in Cut and 

Shoot in Montgomery County, burning hundreds of acres.    

 

High temperatures, extremely dry conditions and little rain are causing the soil to shift, resulting in low 

water pressure and broken mains in Houston and other cities.  The drought has also caused power 

outages, resulting from the combination of rain and the accumulation of salt in on power lines.  Public 

safety officials warned residents of the potential hazards of power lines caused by current drought 

conditions. 

 

In mid-June, the Houston Fire Department reported that there have been 500 grass fires since May 1, 

including a recent large grass fire in Southeast Houston.  The department reminded residents of the 

proper way to use a bar-b-cue pit and the safe way to dispose of the coals.  The City of Houston joined 

other cities, issuing a voluntary water restriction orders to residents.  On June 22, after weeks of no real 

rain, residents welcomed the arrival of thunderstorms that brought rain to the Southeast Texas region.  

The rainfall answered the prayers of many residents who were forced from their homes due to the Dry 

Mill wildfire in Grimes County.  The rain helped firefighters put out that fire. 

 

In mid-June, many fireworks displays planned for Fourth of July were cancelled.  Harris County and 

surrounding counties issued orders banning the sale and use of fireworks.  On June 20, yet another 

wildfire erupted in Walker County.  Since November, more than 12,000 wildfires have erupted across 

the state, burning three million acres of land.   
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ABC-13 - PUBLIC SERVICE 

2nd Quarter 2011 

 

 

 

PUBLIC SERVICE DRIVES 

 

E-Cycling Drive 

ABC-13 held its annual E-Cycle Drive on Friday, April 15, 6:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., on the station’s 

premises.  Scheduled to coincide with Earth Day, the drive was sponsored in partnership with 

CompuCycle, Shell Oil and Port of Houston.  On the morning of the drive, the station broadcast a one-

hour live show to promote the importance of recycling electronic equipment and to encourage public 

participation in the drive.  The drive encourages the public to ―go green‖ by dropping off their items for 

recycling.  The drive also serves a public awareness campaign encouraging residents to drop off 

unwanted electronic equipments at various facilities in the region accessible year-round.  This year, the 

drive collected 158,159 pounds of electronic equipment for recycling consisting of cell phones, printers, 

monitors, keyboards, PCs and TVs.  Volunteer groups assisting with the drive were provided by Shell, 

Port of Houston, Teekay Marine Shipping and Radio Disney.  

 

Caring Cradles Community-Wide Baby Shower 

ABC-13 held its 20th Annual Caring Cradles Community-Wide Baby Shower on Friday, June 17, 6:00 

a.m. to 6:00 p.m., benefitting March of Dimes and sponsored in partnership with Mattress Firm and 

KKBQ-FM.  On the morning of the drive, the station broadcast a one-hour live show to stress the 

importance of pre-natal care and to encourage public participation in the drive.  The main collection site 

was ABC-13.  Other locations sites included Mattress Firm’s Gulf Freeway location, WIC Clinic in 

Katy and Interfaith of The Woodlands in The Woodlands.  March of Dimes and Mattress Firm provided 

volunteers for the event.  The drive collects donations of baby items for moms and babies in need.  The 

donations serve as incentives for MOD clients to complete pre-natal education classes.  The classes are 

designed to encourage expectant moms to get the pre-natal care they need to ensure the birth of healthy 

babies.  This year, the drive collected $129,759 in donated baby items.  

 

 

PUBLIC SERVICE CAMPAIGNS 

 

A Better Community  
This year-round campaign focuses on issues that are important to America’s families.  PSA’s offered a 

message on the importance of volunteering in public service activities to help build a better community.  

The campaign was presented in partnership with Houston Can Academy. 

 

ABC’s of a Safe & Fun Summer 

Presented in partnership with Texas Connections Academy, March 28 to May 29, this on-air campaign 

focused on safety tips to help families prepare for the summer months.  The campaign includes group 

activities for families so they can practice staying safe and healthy together. 

 

Connect with Kids 
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ABC-13’s ―Connect with Kids‖ year-round campaign is designed to educate the community about 

character, life skills and drug-free school initiatives.  The campaign is conducted with corporate support 

from Depelchin Children’s Center.  Campaign promotions include on-air spots, weekly news reports and 

website resources that help parents guide their children as they grow and develop intellectually and 

socially.  ABC-13 aired the following ―Connect with Kids‖ specials in the second quarter:  Bright Kids, 

Bad Grades, April 9, 12:30 to 1:00 p.m.; A Violent Age, May 14, 12:30 to 1:00 p.m.; Leave Me Alone, 

June 11, 12:30 to 1:00 p.m. 

 

Life’s Better Outside 

In June, ABC-13 introduced this new on-air campaign presented in partnership with Texas Parks and 

Wildlife.  The campaign is designed to educate parents on ways to get their kids outdoors to encourage 

an active, healthy lifestyle.  The campaign consists of spots and website promotions highlighting 

different outdoors activities that parents can enjoy with their children. 

 

 

MEDIA SPONSORSHIPS 

 

ABC-13 Community Spotlight 

ABC-13 served as a media sponsor for several charity events and public service entities, providing 

promotions through Community Spotlight PSAs and website announcements.  In the second quarter, the 

station supported the following community service efforts:  Dr. Marnie Rose Foundation Run for the 

Rose; National Association of Letter Carriers ―Stamp Out Hunger‖ Food Drive; Houston Association of 

Hispanic Media Professionals Scholarship Gala; Houston Community College Fashion Show of Student 

Designs; Houston Public Library Asian Pacific American Heritage Month Series; Arthritis Foundation 

Bay Area & Houston Walks; Crossroads School.  The station also provided PSA promotions for the 

Houston International Festival. 

 

Asian Pacific American Heritage Month Observance 

ABC-13 produced a special PSA, broadcasted in May in celebration of Asian Pacific American Heritage 

Month.  This year, the spot was a salute to OCA Greater Houston Chapter, which is part of a national 

public policy ―think tank‖ network.  In addition, various community events celebrating Asian Pacific 

American heritage was highlighted on the station’s Asian affairs show Visions. 

 

 

COMMUNITY FORUM 

 

On Friday May 20
th

, ABC-13 held a community forum in Clear Lake City, a Bay Area suburb in 

southeastern Harris County that is home to the National Aeronautic Space Administration (NASA) 

Johnson Space Center.  ABC-13 staff members in attendance were General Manager Henry Florsheim, 

News Director Dave Strickland and Community Affairs Director Denise Bates.  Twenty-five 

community, civic and business leaders met to discuss issues and concerns of the area.  Of particular 

concern was the continuance of the programs of space exploration and the businesses and educational 

programs that sustain them.  

 

 

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

ABC-13 regularly broadcasts PSAs from local and national nonprofit and government sources 

addressing a full range of public issues and concerns--from health and education to public safety and the 

environment.   
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HURRICANE GUIDE 

 

The station published its annual ABC-13 Hurricane Tracking Map & Guide, designed to promote 

hurricane preparedness.  The bilingual guide features a hurricane tracking map, information about 

hurricane threats, survival and evacuations and useful public safety websites and phone numbers. The 

free printed materials are available to the public at Kroger stores.  Supplies of the guide are also 

distributed to community groups, schools, nursing homes and businesses on request.  Corporate partners 

for the guide are Kroger, Conn’s and Texas Bay Area Credit Union. 

 

 

WEBSITE RESOURCES 

 

The station’s website abc13.com features information, video streaming and links corresponding to its 

news and weather reports, programs, public service campaigns and PSAs.  These resources encompass a 

wide range of subjects, from news issues, current events and weather to health and consumer concerns.  

The website streams Eyewitness News reports and ABC-13 Community Close Up programs.  It provides 

Doppler radar weather updates and traffic information. The website also provides a calendar venue for 

community event listings.      
 


