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ABC13 - LOCAL PROGRAMS 
2nd Quarter 2005 
 
 
 
 
ABC13 PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMS 
 
ABC13 broadcasts four locally-produced programs under its public affairs banner ABC13 Community 
Close Up.  The half-hour magazine format programs address a wide range of subjects of interest to the 
community, from hard issues and social service topics to human interest stories, culture and 
entertainment.   Airing on Sunday mornings at 11:00 and 11:30 a.m. on an alternating schedule, the 
programs are as follows: 
 
City View   Issues and topics concerning the community at-large.   
                   Regular air date - first Sunday of the month, 11:00am. 
 
Crossroads    Issues and topics concerning the African American community. 
   Regular air date - second, third and fourth Sunday of the month, 11:00am. 
 
Visions             Issues and topics concerning the Asian/Pacific-American community. 
                         Regular air date - first Sunday of the month, 11:30am. 
 
Viva Houston    Issues and topics concerning the Latino community. 
   Regular air date - second, third and fourth Sunday of the month, 11:30am. 
 
 
ABC13 Community Close Up Editions 
In the second quarter of 2005, ABC13 produced and broadcasted the following public affairs programs:  
 
City View, April 3, 11:00am 
*Drugs, Alcohol and Other Addictions Among Teenagers, a talk with Quest High School students Evan 
Dennis and Deidra Cole about their efforts to warn students about the dangers of such addictions. 
*Domestic Abuse and Drug Addictions, a talk with Killhough Middle School students Michael Morgan 
and Fernando Molina about public service announcements which they produced to raise awareness of 
these issues among their peers. 
*Domestic Violence—Impact on Children, a talk with Mary Ann Descant with DePelchin’s Children’s 
Center. 
*Brain Cancer Research— a report by Cristi Myers about Marnie Rose, a pediatric patient who lost her 
life to brain cancer, plus a talk with Marnie’s mother Lanie Rose. The talk focused on the work of the 
Marnie Rose Foundation, established  by Lanie Rose in memory of her daughter for the purpose of 
promoting public support for brain cancer research.  Viewers were invited to participate in the 
foundation’s annual “Run for the Rose,” which benefits cancer research. 
  
Visions, April 10, 11:30am 
*Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month-- highlights of Asian/Pacific American Heritage Association’s 
events commemorating the special month.  Guests:  Jerome Vielman, APAHA executive director and 
Daniel Watanabe, Japanese American Citizens League. 
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*Holocaust Museum Houston “Unlikely Liberators” and “Sugihara: Japanese Righteous Gentile” 
Exhibits.  Guests:  Cullin Keel, executive director, and Linda Toyota, curator, Holocaust Museum 
Houston. 
*Art League Houston “Material Affinities” Exhibit.  Guest:  Mari Omori, curator, Art League Houston. 
*Fall of Saigon Commemoration.  Guests:  Nguyen Ngoc Quyet, president, and Patrick Nguyen, youth 
outreach coordinator, Vietnamese Community of Houston & Vicinity. 
*Announcement:  Houston International Festival - Salute to India. 
*Dance Feature:  Indian traditional dance. 
 
Viva Houston, April 17, 11:30am 
*Pope John Paul II & the Catholic Church in Changing Times.  Guests:  Joe. S. Vasquez, Auxiliary 
Bishop, Archdiocese of Galveston Houston, and Richard Vara, Houston Chronicle religion reporter. 
*Houston Independent School District-Priorities for Improving Schools.  Guest:  Dr. Abelardo Saavedra, 
HISD Superintendent. 
*Announcement:  LULAC District 8 Convention. 
 
Crossroads, April 24, 11:00am  
*Johnnie Cochran--a tribute to the celebrated lawyer who died on March 29th featuring an exclusive 
interview with Cochran conducted by Melanie Lawson nine years ago, plus commentaries about 
Cochran’s special qualities by U.S. District Judge Vanessa Gilmore, who knew him. 
*Child Immunizations, a talk with Elizabeth Love, with Harris County Public Health & Environmental 
Services, about free vaccines being offered at area health centers. 
*Kermit Oliver, His Life’s Work, a package by Melanie Lawson about this special exhibit on view at the 
Museum of Fine Arts, Houston. 
*”Eye on Third Ward,” archival footage of Jack Yates High School’s exhibit at the Museum of Fine 
Arts, Houston. 
 
Viva Houston, April 24, 11:30 a.m. 
*Illegal Immigrants--Lack of Access to Health & Social Services.  Guests:  Joe Rubio, Deacon, Catholic 
Charities, and Benito Juarez, coordinator, Mayor’s Office for Immigrant & Refugee Affairs. 
*Mexican Women’s Initiative Annual Luncheon, Fashion Show & International Bazaar.  Guest:  Miriam 
Sera, Mexican Women’s Initiative spokesperson. 
*Conjunto Festival.  Guest:  Rey Rodriguez, festival coordinator with Centro Aztlan. 
*Tejano Legend Laura Canales, a Memoriam. 
*Announcement:  Hispanic Women in Leadership Conference. 
 
City View,  May 1, 11:00am 
*Domestic Oil Production—Economic & Environmental Issues.  This subject was explored in the 
context of President Bush’s Energy Plan.  The program featured four reports by Art Rascon, shot on 
location in Alaska, plus talks with experts.   
*The first report explored the fight for Alaskan crude.   
*The second report showed how oil companies are laying the groundwork for domestic oil production in 
Alaska.   
*The third story was an exposé of the threat that oil production companies pose to not only the wildlife 
of Alaska but also the native people’s culture and way of life.   
*The final story conveyed that in spite of environmental concerns, many Alaskans support the presence 
of oil companies because of the jobs and millions in revenue that the industry brings to the economy.   
*Talk guests were Richard Flemaker, publisher of Energy Magazine and Marc Oliver, an 
environmentalist with the Harris County Democratic Party, with Charlie Richards, Immediate Past Chair 
of OTC, providing closing comments. 
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Visions, May 1, 11:30am 
*Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month PSA, a vignette with Kim Szeto and Binh Nguyen recalling 
the early histories of Houston’s Chinese and Japanese community and the Asian communities dramatic 
growth and ethnic diversification across the decades. 
*”Cities in Transition” Leadership Outreach Initiative—a federal government national initiative tapping 
Houston’s dynamic Asian/Pacific American community.  Guests:  Gordon Quan, Houston City Council 
Member, and Dr. Stephen Klineberg, Rice University sociologist and noted demographer. 
*Heart Disease Prevention & Lions Share Health Fair.  Guest:  Dr. Tom Garcia, cardiologist. 
*Announcements—Asian/Pacific Heritage Month Events:  APAHA Festival; APAHA “Asian Delights” 
Performances; APAHA Gala, Museum of Fine Arts, Houston “Cinevisions;” Children’s Museum of 
Houston Asian Heritage Month Arts, Crafts & Activities; “Treasure of Chinese Painting” exhibit.  
  
Crossroads, May 8, 11:00am 
In observance of Mother’s Day, this edition featured: 
*Tina Knowles, mother of pop superstar Beyonce and Solange—a package by Melanie Lawson about 
this celebrity mom who traveled with Beyonce and Destiny’s Child on their world tour and is designing 
a new line of clothing with her daughter. 
*Working Moms, a talk about balancing life as a professional and a mother, with guests Theresa Moor, 
Laura Whitley, Diedre Fontaine and Yvette Chargois. 
*Stay-at-Home Moms, a talk about women who are choosing to stay home fulltime to be with their kids, 
with guests Felicia Williams, Priscilla Anthony and JeNae Clark 
*Strokes: How They Affect Women, a talk about the causes and prevention of stroke with Dr. Ulysses 
Watkins and stroke survivor Celester Johnson. 
 
Viva Houston, May 8, 11:30 am  
*Gangs—Gang Violence and the presence of Mara Salvatrucha gang.  Guests:  Al Tribble, Special 
Agent, FBI; Donnie Carter, Special Agent in Charge, U.S. Bureau on Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and 
Explosives; HPD Executive Assistant Chief  M.W. Thaler; and Harris County Sheriff’s Office Sgt. 
James Rankin. 
*Harris County Hospital District—the budgetary challenges of meeting the health needs of the County’s 
huge and growing non-insured constituency.  Guest:  David Lopez, newly-named President & CEO. 
 
Crossroads, May 15, 11:00am 
*Hometown Girls Go World-wide: Destiny’s Child--an exclusive report by Melanie Lawson, shot on 
location in Australia, about the best-selling female group in history. 
*Matthew and Tina Knowles, Melanie Lawson’s exclusive talk with the parents of Beyonce and a tour 
of their palatial estate, plus interviews with the famed Houston trio about the future of Destiny’s Child. 
*Wheatley High School—the legacy of this historic institution in Houston’s Fifth Ward, a talk with 
alumni Faye Bryant, Nellye Punch and Paula Harris about  efforts to help keep the Wheatley Wildcats 
legacy alive. 
*”We Solve” Conflict Resolution Program, a talk with Angelique Bartholomew and UH-Downtown 
Associate Professor of Sociology Dr. Jo Ann D. Bailey about this program, which gives emphasis to the 
value of peace and diversity. 
*Announcements:  Texas Southern University Youth Enrichment Program, Houston Black Expo, and 
The Ensemble Theatre’s “Crowns.” 
*Artwork by La Shun Beal. 
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Viva Houston, May 15, 11:30am 
*Funeral of State Representative Joe Moreno, package by Cynthia Cisneros about the highly-regarded 
state legislature who died in a car accident. 
*State Representative Joe Moreno’s Legacy.  Guests:  Harris County Commissioner Sylvia Garcia, 
Houston Mayor Pro-tem Carol Alvarado & Ana Hernandez, former staffer with State Representative Joe 
Moreno’s office. 
*M.D. Anderson Cancer Center’s "Mano a Mano” Health Study & Health Fair.  Guest:  Sara Strom, 
M.D. Anderson Cancer Center Associate Professor.       
*Stroke Awareness & Prevention.  Guest: Romelia Santos, St. Luke’s Episcopal Hospital ICU Nurse & 
American Heart Association volunteer. 
*Prom Fashion Trends.  Guest:  Todd Ramos, fashion stylist known as “Houston’s Fashion Guru.” 
 
Crossroads, May 22, 11:00am 
*Bill Cosby--Parenting in the African American Community, excerpts of Cosby’s lecture and dialogue 
on this subject with Houston residents at Texas Southern University as part of the celebrity’s tour to 
U.S. Cities. 
*St. John’s United Methodist Church “Bread of Life” Program—the challenges that this church faces in 
fulfilling its mission of feeding the homeless in a rapidly-changing neighborhood, a talk with St. John’s 
pastors Rudy and Juanita Rasmus.  
*Lauren Anderson, Houston Ballet Principal Dancer—Melanie Lawson’s exclusive talk with the 
legendary dancer and one of a handful of African American principal dancers in the country about her 
career and upcoming title role performance in the Houston Ballet’s “The Firebird.” 
*National Council of Negro Women, a talk with Dr. Myrtle Oates and Leah Hays promoting the 
Council’s upcoming community forum.  
   
Viva Houston,  May 22, 11:30am 
*Mexican Consul General.  Guest:  Carlos Gonzalez Magallon, new Consul General of Mexico in 
Houston. 
*Mental Health—common misconceptions about mental illness and educational resources available for 
caregivers of individuals with illness.  Guests:  Deborah Sorensen, Mental Health Association Director 
of Education & Training, and Laura Ramirez, caregiver for her brother who suffers from mental illness. 
*City of Houston’s Memorial Day Celebration. Guests:  Richard Perez, decorated Vietnam War Veteran 
and a founding member of Houston Veteran’s Memorial Park; Jason Cisneroz, Council Member Adrian 
Garcia’s Office. 
*Second Annual Parás Bilingual Spelling Competition, news package excerpt highlighting this annual 
international spelling bee held at Houston Baptist University and the only one of its kind in the country. 
 
City View, June 5, 11:00am 
*Affordable Summer Travel, package by consumer reporter Jeff Ehling. 
*The Right Summer Camp for Your Kids, package by consumer reporter Jeff Ehling. 
*YMCA Summer Volunteer Opportunities for Students, a talk with YMCA volunteers Brittanee Gradey, 
Darrin Wade and Samiha Hassain. 
*Amigos de las Americas, a talk about international volunteer opportunities with two high school 
students serving as Amigos volunteers this summer, Diogo Anyigbo and  Joseph Frewer. 
*Buffalo Bayou Partnership, a talk with Partnership president Ann Olson about Buffalo Bayou’s urban 
green space, which provides hiking and biking trails, nature walk and picnicking settings, and a venue 
for outdoor recreational and cultural activities. 
*Announcement: ABC13 Caring Cradles City-Wide Baby Shower. 
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Visions, June 5, 11:30am 
*State Representative Hubert Vo, the second Asian American to be elected to the Texas House of 
Representatives, talks about his first legislative session and about major legislation and related issues. 
*The Japanese Consul General Yoshihiko Kamo and Japanese American Society president-elect Glen 
Gondo highlight a special performance of Japan’s oldest “Noh and Kyongen” performing company 
Konpaaru-Enmaiza. 
*Daya, Inc.: Outreach to Victims of Domestic Violence. Lakshmy Parameswaran, founder of Daya, Inc.  
and client Aparna highlight seminars on this subject and other topics catered especially to Indo-
American families. 
*Announcement:  Indo-American Association’s “Bombay Jazz Fusion.”  
 
Crossroads, June 12, 11am 
*Weight Loss--a talk with Sue Thomson, director and registered dietician with Methodist Weight 
Management, Bennetta Trahan, who lost 100 pounds on a liquid diet, and Cynetia Nelson, who 
underwent gastric bypass surgery and lost over 100 pounds. 
*Community Development--Abandoned Properties and Affordable Housing, a talk about these issues 
with Milton Wilson, director of Housing & Community Development with the City of Houston. 
*St. John’s Missionary Baptist Church, a video essay by Vaughan Samples narrated by Reverend 
Terrance Grant-Malone highlighting the rich heritage of this historic church dating back to 1899, 
followed by a talk with Reverend Grant-Malone. 
*Juneteenth, a package by Jeff Ehling featuring Missouri City Juneteenth Foundation’s dramatic re-
enactment of the June 19th, 1865 jubilation by African Americans, when the news of the  January 1, 
1863 Emancipation Proclamation finally reached Texas. 
*Announcements:  Juneteenth Freedom Parade, Juneteenth Emancipation Proclamation Reading & 
Prayer Breakfast, Juneteenth Jubilee Parade-Galveston. 
 
Viva Houston, June 12, 11:30am 
*Centro de Corazon.  Guest Mary Jo May, director of Centro de Corazon, discusses the services offered 
by the Centro’s two East End federally-qualified health clinics and about its newly-funded women’s 
clinic, which will open soon. 
*Escape Family Resource Center’s “Exceptional Parenting Program.” Guests: Alix CaDavid, associate 
director of Escape Family Resource Center, and Juanita Jimenez, a participant of Center’s program for 
parents of children with disabilities. 
*Houston Public Library Summer Reading Program.  Guest:  Dean Turner, Houston Public Library 
librarian. 
*MECA Summer Arts Program.  Guest:  Alice Valdez, executive director of Multicultural Education 
through the Arts. 
 
Crossroads, June 19, 11am 
*Great Fathers of Houston, a talk with community leaders about their role as dads.  Guests:  Marcus 
Davis, president of The Breakfast Klub; Ernest McMillan, founder of Fifth Ward Enrichment Program; 
Benson Tillman, Fifth Ward Enrichment Program participant; Glenn Jones, KTRK executive producer; 
and Dr. Earl Allen, pastor of Miracle-Land Church. 
*Tribute to Reverend Earl Allen, a video by Reverend Allen’s son. 
*The Negro Leagues—An American Legacy, a talk with the producer of this documentary, filmmaker 
and performer Byron Motley. 
*Announcement:  Museum of Fine Arts, Houston exhibit "Baseball as America.” 
*Houston Area Urban League “Urban Legends Weekend,” a talk with HAUL president Sylvia Brooks 
about the Urban League’s newly-released report on “The State of Black America,” presented by national 
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president Marc Morial during his recent visit to Houston, and an announcement of the League’s annual 
fund-raising event. 
*Island of Color, a talk with Galveston native and author, Izola Ethel Fedford Collins. 
 
Viva Houston, June 19, 11:30pm 
*U.S. Senator Ken Salazar, a package by Minerva Perez profiling Colorado U.S. Senator Ken Salazar, 
the first Mexican American elected to the U.S. Senate in more than 25 years. 
*Immigration Policy Reform Issues.  Guests:  Dr. Nestor Rodriguez with University of Houston Center 
for Immigration Research and Maria Jimenez, immigrant rights activist and lecturer at University of 
Houston. 
*Teen Financial Literacy, a talk about a Boys & Girls Club program which teaches teen financial 
management. Guests:  Teresa Vega, Boys & Girls Club program coordinator, and program participants 
Luis Castillo and Chelsea Arizmendi. 
 
Crossroads, June 26, 11am 
*Houston Police Department “Houston Men Against Domestic Violence,” a talk with HPD Chief Harold 
Hurtt about the department’s newly-launched campaign addressing domestic violence. 
*Museum of Cultural Arts, Houston “Artworkz” Project, a talk with Museum director Reginald Adams 
about the multi-site public art project. 
*Houston Police Department “Houston Men Against Domestic Violence” Campaign PSA. 
*Grown Folks Business, a talk with author Victoria Christopher Murray about her best-seller. 
*Houston Police Department “Houston Men Against Domestic Violence” Campaign PSA. 
*The Ensemble Theatre’s “Nat King Cole and Me,” a talk with producing director Marsha Jackson and 
actor Brandon Delgraentiss. 
 
Viva Houston, June 26, 11:30am 
*”Cristina,” a package by Minerva Perez about Latin media sensation Cristina Saralegui, the star of the 
Spanish language TV talk show “Cristina,” who was in Houston to unveil her new line of furniture. 
*Lupe and Stephen Fraga.  Lupe Fraga--recently named Texas A&M regent--and his son Stephen Fraga 
talk about their business and civic leadership successes. 
*Paul Flores--Performance of “the Spoken Word” by visiting author from San Francisco. 
*Paul Flores, a talk with the artist about his work with youth as writer-in-residence with MECA’s 
summer arts program. 
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FCC ISSUES REPORT – 2ndt Quarter 2005  
April - June 
ABC13 Houston  

 
 

ABC13 NEWS PROGRAMS 
 
EYEWITNESS NEWS AT  5:00-6:00 AM (WEEKDAYS 5:00 – 5:30 AM) 
EYEWITNESS NEWS AT  5:30 AM (WEEKDAYS 5:30 – 6:00 AM) 
EYEWITNESS NEWS AT  6:00 AM (WEEKDAYS 6:00 – 7:00 AM) 
Tom Koch, Minerva Perez, Don Nelson and meteorologist Doug Brown are the talent for these two half-
hour and one-hour morning newscasts. These programs include the latest overnight news, weather, 
sports, traffic reports and “The People’s Lawyer,” a series of reports on legal issues by Richard 
Alderman. 
 
EYEWITNESS NEWS AT 11:00 AM (WEEKDAYS 11:00-11:30AM 7/1/03-9/14/03 & 11:00AM -
12:00PM 9/15/03-9/30/03) 
Melanie Lawson, Minerva Perez and meteorologist Doug Brown anchor this midday newscast. The 
program covers the latest news and weather as well as entertainment news by Don Nelson.  
 
EYEWITNESS NEWS AT 4:00 PM  (WEEKDAYS  4:00 – 5:00 PM) 
Tom Koch, Ilona Carson (as of March 7) and meteorologist Tim Heller are the talent for this one-hour 
newscast.  The program includes the latest news and weather, consumer reports by Jeff Ehling, health 
reports by Christi Myers, and “Your Hometown” features spotlighting different communities in the 
viewing area. 
 
EYEWITNESS NEWS LIVE AT FIVE  (WEEKDAYS 5:00 - 5:30 PM) 
Art Rascon, Melanie Lawson and chief meteorologist Tim Heller anchor this half-hour evening newscast 
covering the latest news, weather.  The program also features health reports by Christi Myers and Don 
Nelson’s “Nelson Files,” interesting news from around the world ranging from weird and peculiar to 
humorous and entertaining. 
 
EYEWITNESS NEWS AT  6 PM  (WEEKDAYS 6:00-7:00 PM) 
Gina Gaston, Dave Ward, meteorologist Ed Brandon, sports director Bob Allen, and Action 13’s Marvin 
Zindler anchor this one-hour newscast. This program includes the latest news, weather, and sports.  
Anchor Marvin Zindler brings daily reports on consumer complaints regarding a wide range of matters 
that affect the community.  The program also features special reports by 13 Undercover investigative 
reporter Wayne Dolcefino. 
 
EYEWITNESS NEWS AT 10 PM  (WEEKDAYS  10:00 - 10:30 PM) 
Dave Ward, Gina Gaston, chief meteorologist Tim Heller, sports director Bob Allen, and Action 13’s 
Marvin Zindler anchor this late evening half-hour newscast.  This program includes the latest news, 
weather, and sports.  The newscast features daily stories by Action 13’s Marvin Zindler on consumer 
concerns.  The program also features special reports by 13 Undercover investigative reporter Wayne 
Dolcefino. 
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EYEWITNESS NEWS AT 5:30 AM (SATURDAYS) 
EYEWITNESS NEWS AT 6:00 AM (SATURDAYS)  
News anchors Mark Garay, Elissa Rivas and weatherman David Tillman are the talent for these 
newscasts featuring the latest news, weather and sports.  
 
EYEWITNESS NEWS AT 6:00 PM (SATURDAYS) 
EYEWITNESS NEWS AT 10PM (SATURDAYS) 
Stephanie Guadian and Tom Abrahams co-anchor this newscast, along with meteorologist David 
Tillman and sportscaster Tim Melton.  The 30-minute newscasts feature the latest news, weather and 
sports.   
 
EYEWITNESS NEWS AT 6AM (SUNDAYS) 
EYEWITNESS NEWS AT 7AM (SUNDAYS) 
EYEWITNESS NEWS AT 8AM (SUNDAYS) 
Anchors Mark Garay and Elissa Rivas and meteorologist David Tillman and sportscaster Bob Slovak are 
the talent for these one-hour Saturday morning newscasts, reporting the latest news, weather, sports. 
 
EYEWITNESS NEWS AT 5:30PM (SUNDAYS) 
EYEWITNESS NEWS AT 10PM (SUNDAYS) 
Stephanie Guadian and Tom Abrahams co-anchored this news broadcast, along with meteorologist 
David Tillman and sportscaster Tim Melton. The 30-minute evening newscasts feature the latest news, 
weather and sports. 
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FCC ISSUES REPORT – 2ndt Quarter 2005  
April - June 
ABC13 Houston  
 
ABC13 NEWS SPECIAL 
 
The Legacy of Pope John Paul II.  April 5, 10:35 – 11:35pm 
This hour-long program took a comprehensive look at one of the most intriguing leaders of our time.  
John Paul’s legacy of 25 years as Pontiff of the world’s one billion Catholics is unprecedented.  He led 
the church through joys, successes and much scandal and trial.  News anchor and reporter Art Rascon 
traveled with the Pontiff on his pilgrimages many times, and brought reports from countries in Latin 
America and Europe about John Paul’s extraordinary life and on who might be his successor. 
 
ABC13 PRESENTS SPECIALS 
The station aired a series of specials under its ABC13 Presents banner, including the following programs 
covering subjects of importance to the community: 
 
ABC13 Presents:  From Hiroshima to Healing.  April 10, 10:35 – 11:05pm 
Produced and hosted by Eyewitness News health reporter Christi Myers, this special featured M.D. 
Anderson physician Dr. Ritsuko Komaki, who grew up in Hiroshima.  Dr. Komaki saw firsthand the 
devastating effects of radiation on humans, and she was convinced by the experience of losing friends 
and family members to cancer that she should become a radiation oncologist and use the power of 
radiation to kill cancer.  Now she has gone back to Japan to help bring the world’s most advanced 
radiation technology called “proton therapy” from Hiroshima to Houston. 
 
ABC13 Presents:  Eye of Destruction.   May 29, 10:35 – 11:05pm 
The 2005 hurricane season is predicted to be very active.  Hosted by Eyewitness News chief 
meteorologist Tim Heller, the program takes a look at the devastation in Florida after the state was 
rocked by four hurricanes.  A similar weather event occurred in Texas in the 1800’s.  Heller informs 
viewers about what they need to know and do to be prepared to survive a hurricane.   
 
ABC13 Presents:  Jeff at Work.  June 12, 11:05– 11:35 
Eyewitness News Action 13 consumer reporter Jeff Ehling takes a look at the latest in consumer issues 
affecting Houston.  The program featured a series of reports on a variety of consumer issues, from how 
to avoid a scam to money-saving tips. 
 
ABC13 Presents:  Love, Sex, PSA.  June 19, 11:05 – 11:35pm 
Produced by ABC13’s Programming Department and hosted by news anchor Dave Ward, the program 
promoted prostate cancer awareness and stressed the importance of Prostate Specific Antigen (PSA) 
testing.  Prostate cancer strikes one in every six men, but it does not have to be a death sentence.  If 
detected early, it can be cured.  In this compelling special, prostate cancer survivors talk candidly about 
their battles with the disease.  The program also took a look at who’s at risk and what breakthrough 
medical treatments are available. 
 
 
ABC TELEVISION NETWORK NEWS 
 
The station broadcasts all ABC Television Network news programs.  The network’s report entitled, 
“ABC-TV Network Second Quarter 2005 Program Information,” is filed separately by the Network. 
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ABC13 - PUBLIC SERVICE 
2nd Quarter 2005 
 
 
PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
PSA Submissions 
The station airs selected PSAs submitted by local, regional and national nonprofit entities.  Airing on 
regular PSA rotation, the spots cover a wide range of subjects and interests, from health, education and 
drug abuse prevention to public safety and the environment.   
 
Station-Produced PSAs 
ABC13 regularly produces and broadcasts public service announcements under its Community Spotlight 
banner.  These spots promote public service programs and activities of local nonprofit organizations, 
community groups and governmental entities.  The 30-second spots air on weekdays between 3:00 and 
4:00 p.m. as well as on regular PSA rotation.   
 
In the second quarter, 30 station-produced spots aired, listed below: 
 
Marnie Rose Foundation – Run for the Rose & Ridin’ for the Rose events 
Asian Chamber of Commerce – 10th Annual Gala 
Great Southwest Equestrian Center – Pin Oak Charity Horse Show 
Assistance League Houston – “Some Like it Haute” Annual Gala 
Japan-America Society of Houston – Japan Festival 
Sandra Organ Dance Company – 4th Annual Gala “Salsa, Samba, Rumba, Conga” 
Mexican Women’s Initiative – Luncheon, Fashion Show & International Bazaar 
BP MS Bike Tour 2005 
Humble I.S.D. Council of PTA’s – Community Fair  
American Heart Association – “Go Red for Women” Campaign 
Tejano Association for Historical Preservation – Cesar E. Chavez Parade 
Y-ME National Breast Cancer Organization – “Walk to Empower” 
Volunteer Houston – ExxonMobil Community Summer Jobs Program 
Houston Hispanic Forum – Career & Education Day 
Vietnamese Community of Houston & Vicinity – 30th Annual Fall of Saigon Commemoration 
Women’s Business Enterprise Alliance – Connections 2005 Expo 
Sisters Network – OnyxStyle Magazine 2nd Annual Distinctive Style Awards 
National Association of Letter Carriers – 13th Annual Food Drive 
Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month – Ethnic Diversity 
Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month – Growing & Diverse Population 
Colombian Folkloric Ballet – “Colombia Unica!” Program 
Texas Southern University – Youth Enrichment Program 
Career & Recovery Resources – Barrier Breaker Award Luncheon 
Houston Veterans Memorial Park – Memorial Day Celebration 
Houston Independent School District – HISD Food Services Summer Program 
Houston  Area Urban League – Urban Legends Weekend II 
Houston Public Library – Summer Reading Program 
ABC13 Caring Cradles – 14th Annual City-Wide Baby Shower 
Houston Police Department – Houston Men Against Family Violence Public Awareness Campaign 
Houston Association of Hispanic Media Professionals – Scholarship Deadline & Fundraising Banquet 
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Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month Vignettes 
 
The station produced two thirty-second vignettes in observance and celebration of Asian/Pacific 
American Heritage Month.  One vignette highlighted the early presence of Chinese Americans and 
Japanese Americans, who settled in the Houston region in the 1800’s and early 1900’s, and the Asian 
population’s dramatic growth and ethnic diversification across the decades.  The second vignette 
celebrated the cultural vitality of the region’s Asian/Pacific American community, which today is the 
fastest-growing sector and the fourth largest in the country, totaling well over 25,000 and comprising 
more than 26 Asian and Pacific Islander ethnic groups. 
 
 
ON-AIR PUBLIC SERVICE CAMPAIGNS 
 
Connecting With Kids 
ABC13 Connecting with Kids campaign consists of vignettes and special programs designed to educate 
the community about character, life skills, and safe, drug-free school initiatives.  Eleven area schools 
serve as sponsors and participants of the campaign.  The following programs aired in the fourth quarter 
as part of this campaign: 
 
Connect with Kids:  “The Power of Expectations” (April 9, 12:30 – 1pm) 
Do the expectations of parents, peers and teachers define what will become of a child?  Are parents in particular a 
kind of “formative mirror” for their children?  Does how we talk and act toward them define decisions they will 
make later in life?  Why and how powerful is this association?  This program takes a look at the pressures 
children face from adult expectations, exploring the following questions:  How can parents ensure that their 
expectations aren’t too high or too demanding?  Can extraordinarily high expectations be harmful, and do they 
open the door to failure?  How can a parent find a healthy balance between loving a child unconditionally while, 
at the same time, having high expectations? Does the key lie in not setting expectations for our children, but 
helping them establish their own?   
 
Connect with Kids:  “Primary Colors” (April 30, 1-1:30pm) 
Topeka, Little Rock, Montgomery - all sites of school desegregation issues.  Half a century has passed 
since Brown vs. Board of Education, but have school environments really improved? Are race relations 
among students better today?  “Primary Colors” analyzes the issues of racism and judgmentalism and 
what can be done to help.   
 
Connect with Kids: “Running Scared” (May 7, 12:30 – 1pm) 
Grades, standardized test scores, sports, awards, extra-curricular activities – the competition kids face is 
endless and non-stop. What is at the root of this desire to excel and succeed?  What are the effects of not 
winning?  And should children be expected to handle this kind of competition at such a young age?  
“Running Scared” takes an in-depth look and these questions and more. 
 
Connect with Kids:  “Mirror, Mirror”  (May 8, 10:35 – 11:05pm) 
Image is everything.  The media has set the new standards in body image for many girls, but this skewed 
view of beauty has led to body image distortions.  This program examines the seriousness of this 
problem, how it starts, where it leads and why girls seem to be more affected than boys.  
 
Connect with Kids:  “Sticks and Stones.” (June 5, 4:30 – 5pm) 
Words can never hurt, right? In fact, the scars from verbal abuse and harassment are often deeper and 
more long-lasting than physical scars.  And even though rules are in place to protect students from 
dangerous physical weapons, what’s being done about verbal weapons?  “Sticks and Stones” examines 
the emotional scars left from verbal bullying and how the bullies often learn from their superiors. 
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A Better Community 
“A Better Community” is a year-long public service campaign focuses on values that are important to 
America’s families.  During the second quarter, 57 spots aired as part of this campaign encouraging kids 
to stay active during the summer.  The campaign was sponsored by DePelchin Children’s Center. 
 
Caring Cradles 
ABC13 held its 14th Annual Caring Cradles City-Wide Baby Shower on June 10, from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
at the ABC13 studios. The drive was sponsored in partnership with March of Dimes and corporate 
support from H-E-B, Dr. Pepper Bottling Company and Texas Chevy Dealers.  The drive consisted of 
the collection of new and gently-used baby items at ABC13 studios and 24 H-E-B stores.  Promotion of 
the drive consisted of news stories, a public affairs coverage and public service announcements.  In 
addition, 64 promotional spots aired, sponsored by the campaign corporate partners.  A live show was 
broadcasted on the morning of the drive promoting public awareness of the importance of pre-natal care 
and encouraging viewers to make donations.  Caring Cradles benefits the clients of nine March of 
Dimes-sponsored prenatal care education programs.  Items collected and distributed through the drive 
not only help babies in need, but also serve as an incentive for expectant women to make an effort to 
learn about and get basic pre-natal care.  In this way, March of Dimes furthers its mission of promoting 
the birth of healthy babies.  This year, Caring Cradles benefited over 10,000 moms and babies. 
 
 
MEDIA SPONSORSHIPS 
 
ABC13 served as the TV media sponsor for the following events: 
*Marnie Rose Foundation “Run for the Rose” benefiting brain cancer research. 
*Y-Me National Breast Cancer Organization “Walk to Empower,” promoting breast cancer awareness 
and prevention. 
*Mexican Women’s Initiative Fashion Show & International Bazaar benefiting La Rosa Family 
Services. 
*Houston Area Urban League “Urban Legends Weekend”  
 
 
COMMUNITY OUTREACH 
 
Community Forum  
The station held a community forum on April 15, at Post Oak YMCA.  The topic of discussion was 
“Generations – Families in Transition.” Fourteen invited community representatives were in attendance, 
consisting of professionals working in the areas of social and human services in the northwest quadrant 
of the city.  Also in attendance were key staffers with ABC13 consisting of the station’s general 
manager, news director, assistant news director, two news producers, the vice-president for community 
affairs, and the public affairs director.  The forum provided an opportunity for guests to voice the issues 
and concerns of the people that they serve as well as share their views and suggestions concerning the 
station’s coverage of the community.  The session allowed station personnel a unique opportunity to 
gain a better understanding of grass-roots community perspectives concerning major issues such as 
health, the health insurance crisis, homelessness, undocumented immigrants’ lack of access to basic 
human services and concerns surrounding youth. 
 
  
Website Resources 
The station’s website abc13.com featured information and links corresponding to its on-air public 
service campaigns.  In the first quarter, the station’s website promoted the following public service 
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campaigns: ABC13 Caring Cradles City-Wide Baby Shower, Connecting with Kids and A Better 
Community.   The website also provided links and informational resources on a variety of topics covered 
on news reports, from health matters to consumer concerns.  In addition, abc13.com provided a calendar 
venue for community groups and featured a special listing of events celebrating Asian/Pacific American 
Heritage Month. 
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ABC13 - CORE ISSUES 
2nd Quarter 2005 
 

 
 
CORE ISSUES 
 
ABC13 gave significant coverage to the following community issues and concerns arising in the second 
quarter of 2005: 

 
1. HISD TAKS Test Cheating 
2. HPD Crime Lab 
3. Immigration Issues 
4. Metro Light Rail Controversy 
5. Natural Gas Well Fire 
6. New Pope 
7. State Legislative Session  

 
The station’s coverage of these core issues is detailed in the next section of this report. 
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ABC13 - CORE ISSUES COVERAGE 
2nd Quarter 2005 
 

 
 

HISD TAKS TEST CHEATING 
 
Eyewitness News.  April 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 15, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 28, 28, 
30.  May 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 10, 14, 17, 18.  All shows.  June 30, 11am, 4pm, 5pm, 6pm and 10pm shows.  
40 minutes of coverage. 
Houston Independent School District performs below other Texas school districts on the TAKS 
achievement test.  Questions are raised about whether too much time is spent studying for the test.  
Meantime, a TAKS investigation at more than 20 schools begins.  The schools are accused of cheating 
on the TAKS test.  Of those, 12 schools were cleared, 7 were inconclusive and 3 schools were accused 
of systematically cheating on the test.  At Key Middle School, a teacher was terminated, and the 
principal and assistant principal were demoted.  At Bowie Elementary, two teachers were terminated and 
a principal was reprimanded.  At Peterson Elementary, one teacher was terminated; and the principal 
and another teacher were reprimanded.  HISD turned over its investigation results to the District 
Attorney’s office.  Meanwhile, a bill aimed at lessening the importance of the test is considered by the 
Texas Legislature.  In the latest development, over-riding the superintendent’s decision, the school board 
reinstated the principal of Key Middle School, who had been demoted as a result of the controversy.  
 
Viva Houston, April 17, 11am.  8 mintues of coverage. 
Houston Independent School District superintendent Dr. Abelardo Saavedra discussed the district’s 
priorities for improving schools with hosted Minerva Perez.  The talk covered the dropout problem, 
reports of TAKS test fraud and misconduct by district employees, and the controversy over the 
superintendent’s proposed closing and outsourcing of several low-performance schools. 
 

 
HPD CRIME LAB 

 
Eyewitness News.  April 25, 28.  May 11, 12, 18, 31.  June 1, 13, 15, 19, 20.  All shows.  June 30, 
11am, 4pm, 6pm & 10pm shows. 25 minutes of coverage. 
A bill that would have created independent regional labs to process DNA evidence from Houston and 
other cities fails during the most recent legislative session.  The regional crime lab bill came about 
because of numerous problems at HPD’s crime lab.  There is still one bill on the table to reform the 
state’s crime labs.  It would set up a commission to serve as an oversight board to certify and audit all 
crime laboratories.  In latest developments, an independent investigator reported the sources of the crime 
lab’s problems, which included the police chief’s inattention and poor leadership in addressing the 
matter, insufficient funding, inadequate inspections to ensure the quality work, and inadequate storage 
and preservation of evidence.  

 
IMMIGRATION ISSUES 

 
Eyewitness News.  May 12, 15, 16, 19, 24, 26.  April 1, 4.  June 20, 21.  All shows.  15 minutes of 
coverage. 
A controversial volunteer group that patrols the border for undocumented immigrants begins mobilizing 
in Texas.  After meeting with landowners in the town of Goliad, the head of the “Minuteman Project” 
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says the group would organize four chapters in Texas—in Goliad, the Rio Grande Valley and the 
Midland-Odessa area.  It’s unclear where the fourth chapter will be.  The group already patrols along the 
Arizona-Mexico border.  Patrols in Texas could begin as early as October. 
 
Viva Houston, April 24, 11:30 a.m.  11 minutes of coverage. 
Minerva Perez hosted a talk with Joe Rubio, a deacon with Catholic Charities, and Benito Juarez with 
the Mayor’s Office for Immigrant & Refugee Affairs.  The talk focused on the problem of 
undocumented immigrants’ lack of access to basic human services.  The discussion touched on the 
plight of undocumented immigrants who, in spite of contributing to the local economy as service 
industry workers and laborers, lack access to direly-needed basic health and social services.  The talk 
pointed to the underlying problems; namely, a lack of funding for services for non-citizens coupled with 
undocumented immigrants’ reluctance to seek services for fear of being reported to authorities and being 
deported.  The fear factor also underlies undocumented immigrants’ reluctance to report exploitation by 
unscrupulous employers and abuse by “coyotes.” 
 
Viva Houston, June 19, 11:30pm 
This was a discussion of immigration issues conducted by Minerva Perez with two experts--Dr. Nestor 
Rodriguez with the University of Houston Center for Immigration Research and Maria Jimenez, 
immigrant rights activist and lecturer at University of Houston.  The talk examined major issues 
surrounding immigration policy reform and legislation currently before Congress.  Guests touched on 
the economic and political realities as well as humanistic factors which the federal government must 
take into account in formulating new immigration policy reform that is effective and realistic.  It also 
touched on the controversy over the Minutemen announcement that they will initiate operations in Texas 
in October.   
 

METRO LIGHT RAIL CONTROVERSY 
 
Eyewitness News.  April 10, 15, 16, 18, 20, 22, 23, 24, 26.  May 2, 4, 5, 6, 10, 12, 13, 14, 15, 17, 18, 20, 
21, 22, 23, 25, 27.  June 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 18, 19, 22, 24, 25, 30.  All shows.  30 
minutes of coverage. 
Houston’s controversial light rail system claims its first fatality.  The death spurs more questions about 
the safety of a rail system, which features trains that intersect regular traffic.  Meanwhile, more 
controversy erupts after Metro leaders announce the expansion of light rail in Houston that only 
provides rail for the corridor from the University of Houston to the Galleria area.  That decision angers 
residents in Houston’s southeast and north neighborhoods who say they were promised light rail during 
the most recent election which saw voter approval of the light rail system.  They say they were misled 
by Metro officials and contend that transit authority is building rail for a corridor with a population that 
does not need public transportation.  In response, Metro says the north and southeast sectors will still get 
rail tracks, but no trains; instead, specially-designed buses that will run on the roads.  Metro says trains 
will follow only when ridership numbers are up enough to warrant light rail in those areas.  Metro says 
the new plan is the only way to get federal funding for the light rail program.   
 

 
NATURAL GAS WELL FIRE 

 
Eyewitness News.  May 31.  June 1, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 23, 24.  All shows.  30 minutes of 
coverage. 
A natural gas fire in Crosby forces 22 families out of their homes while firefighters wait for the blaze to 
burn itself out.  The wait for some families reaches a week and a half, causing hardships for some of the 
families.  We investigated why it takes so long to extinguish gas well fires and documented the problems 
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the families faced after being forced out of their homes for so long.  We also probed the dangers that 
exist for families living near gas wells similar to the one in Crosby.  There were no injuries in the 
Crosby blast, which occurred when a crew hit a gas line while digging.  In the meantime, the company 
working to cap the well says it does not expect to be finished with the job until August. 

 
 

NEW POPE 
 

Eyewitness News.  April 8, 9, 14, 15, 16, 18, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 26, 28.  May 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 13, 14, 
15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 23, 24, 29, 30, 31.  June 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 20, 21, 24, 27, 28.  All Shows.  50 
minutes of coverage. 
Following the death of Pope John Paul II, the search begins for a successor. We reported live from 
Vatican City on how the new pope was going to be selected and who the leading candidates were-- 
including a candidate from Honduras who might have become the first Hispanic Pontiff--and on 
Houstonians who made the trek to Italy for the history-making event.  Following the selection of Pope 
Benedict, we investigated his background and the issues he could possibly make the cornerstone of his 
papacy.  We also looked at efforts to get sainthood for John Paul II. 
 
The Legacy of Pope John Paul II.  April 5, 10:35 – 11:35pm 
This hour-long program took a comprehensive look at one of the most intriguing leaders of our time.  
John Paul’s legacy of 25 years as Pontiff of the world’s one billion Catholics is unprecedented.  He led 
the church through joys, successes and much scandal and trial.  News anchor and reporter Art Rascon 
traveled with the Pontiff on his pilgrimages many times, and brought reports from countries in Latin 
America and Europe about John Paul’s extraordinary life and on who might be his successor. 
 
Viva Houston, April 17, 11am.  12:30 minutes of coverage. 
“Pope John Paul II & the Catholic Church in Changing Times was the topic of discussion with guests 
Joe S. Vasquez, Auxiliary Bishop with Archdiocese of Galveston Houston, and Richard Vara, Houston 
Chronicle religion reporter.  Conducted by Minerva Perez, the talk the highlighted the contributions, 
leadership and legacy of Pope John Paul.  It also explored some of the social, cultural and political 
realities that present news challenges for the Church in contemporary times.  This includes outdated 
practices and socio-political tenets which are out of synch with an increasingly diverse constituency—
notably, a growing Hispanic and black constituency--and intensified competition among the different 
churches in the maintenance and recruitment of Church members. 
 

 
STATE LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

 
Eyewitness News.  April 7, 9, 11, 12, 13, 14, 21, 22, 24, 26, 27, 28.  May 4, 5, 6, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 17, 
18, 19, 20, 23, 25, 27.  June 1, 2, 3, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24.  All shows.  June 30, 11am, 4pm, 
6pm & 10pm.  37 minutes of coverage. 
News reports addressed some of the most pressing issues from the latest Texas Legislative session.  
Legislative bills approved included a reform to the state’s workers compensation system, which is 
designed to improve treatment for injured workers while lowering costs for business owners.  Another 
bill will create a state-run website to help Texans buy cheaper prescription drugs from Canada, but the 
legislation goes against federal law.  The state legislature also agreed to overhaul child protective 
services through a bill which provides enough money to lower caseloads by hiring an additional twenty-
five hundred workers.  This is an issue which Governor Rick Perry designated as an emergency, citing 
several high profile cases of children dying after CPS investigated their homes but failed to take action.  
The biggest news was that the legislators failed to address state financing of public schools during the 
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regular session.  Governor Perry called Texas lawmakers back for a special session to address school 
finance.  The move came after the governor shot down the state’s $35-billion public education budget.  
The veto means public schools cannot reopen until lawmakers reach an agreement, according to the 
governor, to properly fund schools and ensure that there are sufficient pay raises for teachers. Governor 
Perry and other lawmakers expect an agreement that would allow schools to open on time. 
                              
 


