
 

 

 

 

                                                           
    

 

 

 

 WDKA-TV, CHANNEL 49 

 Paducah, Ky/Cape Girardeau, Mo/Harrisburg, Il 

  

 QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST 

  

 

What follows is a list of some of the issues of importance to the community  

responded to by WDKA-TV, Paducah, Ky., along with the most significant  

programming treatment of these issues during the period of: 

 

July 1, 2015 through September 30, 2015 

 

The order in which the issues appear does not reflect any priority or significance. 

The list is by no means exhaustive. 
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KBSI-TV 3
RD

 QUARTER 2015 ISSUES & PROGRAMS LIST 

 

 

ISSUE:  HEALTH CARE & WELFARE 

 

Program:  Summer Blood Drive PSAs 

Broadcast Dates/Time:  July 11-22/various  

Length:  20 sec 

Source:  Local 

Description:  WDKA produced and aired PSAs in support of the Red Cross Summer Blood Drive 

on July 22
nd

 in Cape Girardeau, Mo. 

 

Program:  Alzheimer’s Association PSAs 

Broadcast Dates/Time:  July 20-August 14/various  

Length:  15-20 sec 

Source:  Local 

Description:  WDKA produced and aired PSAs in support of the Cape Girardeau Alzheimer’s 

Association’s Golf to End Alzheimer’s and Walk to End Alzheimer’s fundraising events. 

 

Program:  Business Today – Walk to End Alzheimer’s 

Broadcast Dates/Time:  September 8/4:38pm & 6:58pm 

                            September 15/4:38pm & 6:58pm  

Length:  2:00 

Source:  Local 

Description:  WDKA’s daily local business spotlight featured an interview with Justin Jones to 

promote the Alzheimer’s Associations Walk to End Alzheimer’s, held September 19
th

 in Cape 

Girardeau. 

 

 

ISSUE:  CONSUMER SERVICES & AWARENESS 

 

Program:  Real Green 

Broadcast Dates/Times:  Saturdays, July 4-September 26/9:30am 

Length:  30:00 

Source:  Syndicated 

Description:  Real Green is a weekly half-hour series which gives the viewers an up-close and 

personal view of how to become green in their daily lives, whether it is designing and building a 

new dream green home, or learning the benefits of making their existing home more energy 

efficient.  The program includes environmental experts and ordinary people showing how green 

living can be practical and affordable. 
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ISSUE:  CONSUMER SERVICES & AWARENESS  Continued 

 

Program:  This Old House 

Broadcast Dates/Times:  Saturdays, July 4-September 26/10:00am 

                                        Sundays, July 5-September 20/5:00am 

Length:  30:00 

Source:  Syndicated 

Description:  This weekly half-hour series inspires and empowers viewers to take charge of 

improving their homes by providing practical instruction and advice on home renovations. 

 

Program:  Open House 

Broadcast Dates/Times:  Saturdays, July 4-September 26/10:30am 

Length:  30:00 

Source:  Syndicated 

Description:  This weekly half-hour series gives viewers a unique look at the world of real estate. 

 Open House keeps viewers informed with the latest real estate trends, investment opportunities, 

designs for the home and much more from real estate insiders. 

 

Program:  Independently Speaking 

Broadcast Dates/Times:  July 19/5:30am 

Length:  28:30 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Interview with Kevin and Cheryl Smith, founders and co-directors of Blue Sky  

Community Services, which provides independent living skills development for people with 

intellectual or developmental disabilities.  Each individual participates in a program designed to 

help them work on skills they may need during a typical day in order to live a more independent 

life, such as social interaction, money management and employment readiness.  

 

Program:  Independently Speaking 

Broadcast Dates/Times:  August 9/5:30am 

Length:  28:30 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Interview with Denise Wimp, director of First Call for Help, a helpline service 

which maintains a data base of social service contacts, with the intent to help guide people to the 

proper group or organization which can aid them with their particular need. Ms. Wimp discusses 

how the service is funded, and how contact information is kept up to date through yearly surveys 

and direct contact with the various groups. She also discusses the area which the service operates 

and the extent which First Call will work with people, whether it’s a simple referral, or making 

inquiries on behalf of the person until the help that is needed can be found. 
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ISSUE:  CONSUMER SERVICES & AWARENESS  Continued 

 

Program:  Cape Chronicle 

Broadcast Dates/Times:  August 23/5:32am 

Length:  7:04 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Interview with Joey Keys, regional director for the Better Business Bureau, 

discussing the opening of a new branch office in Cape Girardeau, Mo.  Mr. Keys explains how 

the area had already been served by an office in St. Louis; but this new office will be better able 

to target the southeast Missouri and southern Illinois area.  He also discusses how the BBB works 

with businesses and consumers in issuing information and reviews of local businesses, allows 

consumers to log complaints, as well as how businesses can obtain, and lose, accreditation by the 

BBB.  Mr. Keys also talks about how the BBB issues information on current scams and charity 

organizations.  Finally, Mr. Keys gives information on how the public can contact the BBB 

through their website or by phone.  

 

Program:  Business Today – Senior Matters Expo 

Broadcast Dates/Time:  August 25/4:38pm & 6:58pm 

                            August 28/4:38pm & 6:58pm  

Length:  2:00 

Source:  Local 

Description:  WDKA’s daily local business spotlight featured an interview with Linda Bass, to 

help promote the Senior Matters Expo, to be held August 29
th

 at the Osage Center in Cape 

Girardeau, Mo. The expo was held to help inform people of 55 years and older about 

organizations and service providers which cater to the needs of older people. The expo also 

featured a blood drive and canned food drive. 

 

Program:  Independently Speaking 

Broadcast Dates/Times:  September 13/5:30am 

Length:  28:30 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Interview with Jackie Cole, coordinator at Interpreter Referral Services.  Ms. Cole 

discusses efforts to help educate children that are deaf or have hearing difficulties.  Often the 

biggest obstacle to these children are their own parents who would prefer that the child learns 

how to read lips, rather than use sign language.  Ms. Cole also discusses the formation of the 

Cape “heart” ASL Club, which came together by accident following a community meeting.  The 

goals of the club are to help educate and equip the deaf community, as well as helping them be 

prepared in the event of an emergency.  She discusses that while the public has become more 

accepting of the deaf community, there are still many obstacles to be overcome. 
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ISSUE:  ECONOMIC/BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT 

 

Program:  Hiring America 

Broadcast Dates/Time:  Sundays, July 5-September 13/6:00am 

Length:  30:00 

Source:  Syndicated 

Description:  This weekly half-hour series examines employment opportunity programs which 

target U.S. military veterans and their families.  The series showcases businesses and 

organizations who are targeting veterans who are seeking to turn their military experience into 

civilian jobs. 

 

Program:  Ag PhD 

Broadcast Dates/Time:  Sundays, July 5-September 27/8:00am 

Length:  30:00 

Source:  Syndicated 

Description:  This weekly half-hour series provides information to farmers about money-making 

and money-saving ideas to make their farms more successful.  Each week, the show offers 

information on topics in which the farmer can control, such as: how to pick the proper herbicides 

and fertilizers, and how to stop crop damaging insects and diseases. 

 

 

ISSUE:  RELIGION 

 

Program:  Business Today – Dad’s Fest 

Broadcast Dates/Time:  August 24/4:38pm & 6:58pm 

Length:  2:00 

Source:  Local 

Description:  WDKA’s daily local business spotlight featured an interview with Adrian Taylor, 

Jr., pastor of Lighthouse Ministries in Cape Girardeau, Mo., to promote Dad’s Fest, on August 

29
th

. The event is being held to help encourage local fathers to become better men for their 

families and community. 
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ISSUE:  EDUCATION  
 

Program:  Cape Chronicle 

Broadcast Date/Time:  July 4/5:32am 

Length:  7:09 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Interview with A.J. Henderschott, outreach and education supervisor for the 

Missouri Department of Conservation.  Mr. Henderschott discusses the Cape Girardeau 

Conservation Campus and Nature Center, which has the goal of helping people connect with 

nature and the land, and help expose children to the outdoors.  Studies have shown that children 

who spend time outdoors tend to be better adjusted, have more control over their behavior and 

have lower difficulties with attention deficit disorders.  The center offers programs such as bird 

watching classes, frog walks and “discover nature” schools, which encourages children to go 

outside and learn more about what they find.  The Nature Center will hold a 10
th

 anniversary 

celebration on May 2
nd

, where people can learn more about topics such as canoeing and archery. 

 

Program:  Focus on Southeast 

Broadcast Date/Time:  August 30/5:32am 

Length:  10:24 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Interview with Dr. Debbie Below, Vice President of Enrollment Management and 

Dean of Students at Southeast Missouri State University.  Dr. Below discusses a number of 

topics concerning student life at the university, including Camp Redhawk, which targets first year 

students by helping them adjust to being a part of campus life.  She also discusses the 

university’s Task Force of Diversity Education, a student lead council designed to help create 

ways to address cultural diversity issues throughout the campus, including residents’ life, 

admission and financial services. 

 

Program:  Focus on Southeast 

Broadcast Date/Time:  September 20/5:32am 

Length:  7:07 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Interview with Suzanne Omran, assistant director of International Educational 

Services for Southeast Missouri State University, discussing the purpose of her department to 

assist international students who come to the university to further their higher education.  Ms. 

Omran’s group assists international students from registration to graduation, starting with helping 

with visas and immigration issues, to helping them with orientation issues when they arrive on 

campus, whether it’s adjusting to American food or living arrangements, or learning to adapt to a 

different style of studying and education methods.  Ms. Omran’s group also works with domestic 

students who want to further their education by studying abroad, where also they will assist with 

obtaining the proper visas and papers, while advising them on any cultural issues that may arise 

in the country they will be visiting. 
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ISSUE:  GOVERNMENT 

 

Program:  Independently Speaking 

Broadcast Date/Time:  September 6/5:30am 

Length:  28:30 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Matthew Ridgon, director of operations and public policy for SEMO Alliance for 

Disability Independence, discusses his role of interacting with Missouri state legislators by 

informing them about issues facing people with disabilities. Mr. Rigdon discusses a proposed bill 

which will allow more people to be eligible for disability benefits by raising the income level for 

eligibility. He also speaks about how the Republican dominated legislature can affect any 

potential changes or expansion to the Medicaid system, as well as how handicapped people or 

families can reach out and try to influence their congressperson regarding issues facing the 

disabled. Mr. Rigdon also gives information about the rights of the handicapped through the 

Americans with Disabilities Act, concerning items such as service animals and handicap access 

in buildings, as well as how they can file complaints with the Department of Justice if the person 

believes that are victims of discrimination. 

 

 

 

 

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 

 

The following miscellaneous items aired on WDKA during the quarter.  While not fitting into 

one of the previous listed issues, they did provide information of a public service nature to the 

viewers. 

 

Program:  Independently Speaking 

Broadcast Date/Time:  July 12/5:30am 

Length:  28:30 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Interview with Matthew Ridgon, Public Policy Advocate for SEMO Alliance for 

Disability Independence, abou the 25
th

 anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act 

(ADA). Mr. Rigdon begins by discussing the history of federal aid for the disabled, starting with 

disabled World War I veterans and gaining support during the civil rights movement in the 

1960’s and 70’s. Mr. Rigdon reminds us about a time before ramps, curb cutouts and easy-

opening doors became common place, and how the ADA set requirements for public buildings to 

be accessible to disabled persons. Also discussed are other portions of the ADA which bans 

employment discrimination, and enforces access to state and local government facilities, 

including public education institutions. 
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MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS  Cont. 

 

Program:  Tunes at Twilight PSAs 

Broadcast Date/Time:  August 11-September 17/various 

Length:  5 sec 

Source:  Local 

Description:  In conjunction with Old Town Cape, WDKA produced and aired spots supporting 

the organization’s annual summer tourism project of free music concerts held in downtown Cape 

Girardeau, Mo. 

 

Program: River Tales 

Broadcast Date/Time:  August 16/5:32am 

Length:  7:44 

Source:  Local 

Description:  As Kent Library celebrates its 75
th

 anniversary, Roxanne Dunn, Special Collections 

and Archives Librarian, and Bill Holland, Vice President of University Advancement and 

Director of the University Foundation, discuss the impact of the library on the campus of 

Southeast Missouri State University. Ms. Dunn discusses Sadie Kent, the founder of the library. 

Alumni comment on how the library impacted their time at the university, including Mary Meyer, 

who comments on being present to witness the painting of the Thomas Hart Benton mural in the 

library’s front lobby. One of the events surrounding the anniversary celebration was the unveiling 

of the refurbished stained glass panels which portray the history of Missouri and Cape Girardeau. 

 

Program:  Cape Chronicle 

Broadcast Date/Time:  August 23 19/5:49am 

Length:  7:02 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Interview with Chris Hrabik, owner of Apple Creek Metal Works in 

Sedgewickville, Mo.  Mr. Hrabik discusses how he began doing metal work in spite of an 

accident that has left him confined to a wheelchair and limited use of one arm.  Examples are 

shown of metal sculptures and custom work that he has created for local businesses and friends.  

He also discusses how he has also become involved in racing rally cars, and how he tries to use 

his experiences to try to inspire other accident victims, as well as speaking at high schools about 

road safety. 
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MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS  Cont. 

 

Program: Heroes Way PSAs 

Broadcast Dates/Time:  August 18-26/various 

Length:  30 sec 

Program:  Business Today – Heroes Way 

Broadcast Dates/Time:  September 21/4:38pm & 6:58pm 

Length:  2:00 

Source:  Local 

Description:  WDKA’s daily local business spotlight featured an interview with Ross Gartman, 

President of Heroes Way, a non-profit organization whose mission is to erect highway memorial 

signs honoring local soldiers lost in combat in Iraq and Afghanistan. Mr. Gartman promoted the 

Minute to Win It Game Night fundraiser, to be held October 3
rd

 in Jackson, Mo. WDKA also 

produced and aired 30 second PSAs to provide support of the same event. 

 

Program:  Independently Speaking 

Broadcast Date/Time:  September 27/5:30am 

Length:  28:30 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Interview with Wayne Elfrink, Client Support Specialist for SEMO Alliance for 

Disability Independence, as he talks about his life as a husband for twenty years and father of 

three teenagers, in spite of his disabilities. He discusses how he and his wife became foster 

parents of three young children, and the challenges they faced, especially after the youngest 

daughter faced health issues of her own. Mr. Elfrink talks about issues such as finding a home 

that is both comfortable for the family and disability-friendly, as well as facing obsticles when 

going out on trips and vacations. 

 

Program:  SEMO Spotlight 

Broadcast Date/Time:  September 27-30/various 

Length:  30 sec 

Source:  Local 

Description:  WDKA produced and aired PSAs promoting various community events by local 

non-profit organizations and groups. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


