
QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST 
The following is a listing of some of the significant issues responded to by station KRWQ, Gold Hill, OR, along with the most 
significant programming treatment of those issues for the period January 1, 2021 to March 31, 2021. The listing is by no means 
exhaustive. The order in which the issues appear does not reflect any priority or significance. 
  

Description of Issue Program/Segment Date Time Length 
(min) 

Narration of Type & Description of Program/Segment 

Disaster Recovery, 
local economy, 
planning, affordable 
housing, 2020 
Wildfire 
investigations 

Clear Connections 1/3 0530 30 Photographer Michaela Quinn and journalist Indy 
Pederson discuss their documentary book “Hope in the 
Ashes”. The book is a searing picture record of the 
devastating 2020 Almeda Fires in southern Oregon, which 
killed one person, and left thousands homeless, and many 
hundreds of businesses destroyed. Quinn and Pederson 
also discussed evidence that anarchist groups may have 
taken advantage of the 60 mph wind events the day of the 
fire storm and having set the fires. This is still considered 
an arson-started blaze under continued investigation. 

Freedom of travel, 
civil liberties, Covid-
19 reopening 
procedures 

Clear Connections 1/10 0530 15 Guest is Bryan Del Monte – President of the Aviation 
Agency. With 2021 finally here many are already looking 
to better days ahead and pre-booking vacations for later 
on this year. The tricky part is that what if you aren’t 
allowed to travel to your destination of choice? There has 
been talks of “vaccine passports” that some countries may 
require for entrance, similar to a visa. However, this can 
cause many problems from counterfeiting to claims of 
discrimination as vaccine rollouts will vary across 
populations. And who would regulate this? Can airlines 
such as Qantas really require vaccines? Or will federal 
governments need to step in? The issue will once again 
be consistency worldwide. 

State Government, 
taxes, funding, 
cigarette and alcohol 
policy 

Clear Connections 1/10 0545 15 Rachel Dawson, policy analyst at the Cascade Policy 
Institute discusses her latest policy paper about Oregon’s 
new cigarette taxes.. 
 
Voters passed Measure 108 last year which increases 
cigarette and cigar taxes and establishes a new tax on 
vaping products beginning January 1, 2021. 
 
The measure was approved by 65% of voters, likely 
because it was painted as an effort to reduce smoking and 
help low-income Oregonians by directing 90% of funds to 
the Oregon Health Plan. However, once in practice these 
new changes will have unintended consequences. 
 
Dawson says the taxes are regressive and will hurt low-
income Oregonians. A recent study found that “low 
socioeconomic status is generally associated with a high 
prevalence of cigarette smoking.” Smoking prevalence 
was 41% among men with incomes below the poverty 
level versus 24% for those with incomes at or above it. It’s 
absurd that the state is taxing some of the very same 
people these medical services are supposed to help. 
 
Second, only 10% of raised funds will go to tobacco-use 
prevention and cessation. It’s clear the purpose of these 
taxes is to fill a budget hole, not to help tobacco users quit 
their addiction.  

Educational Policy, 
campus bias, the 
danger of “cancel 
culture”, and free-
speech protections 

Clear Connections 1/17 0530 30 John M. Ellis is the author of The Breakdown of Higher 
Education: How It Happened, the Damage It Does, and 
What Can Be Done. What Ellis speaks on is the root of the 
campus cancel culture. Ellis says “What I'm talking about 
is the fact that the public sees the shout-downs and the 
near riots regarding visiting speakers, but it doesn't think 
about how that could happen. And the reason it happens, 
of course, is you've got students largely doing it in those 
cases, but they're taught by radical professors. The real 
source of the problem is not the shout-downs; the source 
of the problem is in the classrooms where those kids learn 
their contempt for ideas that don't fit with what their 



professors are teaching them. So, you're seeing a 
superficial symptom. The real problem is way behind the 
scenes in the classrooms, which the public never sees”.  

Fish Recovery, 
energy generation, 
interstate 
environmental 
agreements 

Clear Connections 1/24 0530 20 Brian Brooks, Executive Director of the Idaho Wildlife 
Federation discussed policy recommendations from Idaho 
Governor Brad Little’s Salmon Workgroup.  
 
Idaho leaders recommended a range of new steps to take 
to recover wild salmon--but these solutions fall short of 
fully recovering salmon and steelhead to abundance.  
 
Dam breaching is recognized as a solution to recover fish 
to healthy and harvestable levels, but the working group 
lacked knowledge and resources to adequately discuss 
how such a policy could be implemented.  
 
Dam breaching, according to host Bill Meyer, would be 
extremely injurious to the clean hydro power systems we 
currently enjoy. Meyer adds that there are affordable 
methods of fish transport that would save fish and keep 
the dams intact.  
 
Brooks concludes that Idaho alone cannot keep fish from 
extinction. The solution must be regional and likely 
requires federal legislation allocating funding.  

Personal Economy, 
automotive 
maintenance 

Clear Connections 1/24 0550 10 Automotive journalist Eric Peters discusses the finer 
points of maintaining your vehicle, focusing on the oil 
change. We talk about when you need more-expensive 
synthetic oil, when you can economize, and how long can 
you REALLY go between oil changes. (The 3-month 3000 
mile rule doesn’t necessarily apply these days…modern 
oils are much better)  

Wildfire Recovery, 
planning and 
reconstruction 
policies, 
administrative state 
bias. 

Clear Connections 2/7 0530 30 Brad Bennington, executive director of the Builders 
Association of Southern Oregon talks with host Bill Meyer 
about the state of wildfire recovery and reconstruction 
from the September 2020 fires. Some cities, Phoenix for 
example, are having a better time of it than the city of 
Talent, which has lost planners from staff. Another concern 
brought up is the state emergency manager on record as 
saying that southern Oregon would need to rebuild 
“better”. Does this mean that an expensive “green, 
sustainable development” agenda is in play? Meyer also 
queries Bennington about the bias shown by many urban 
planners toward these agendas. Bennington said these 
planners mean well, Meyer adds their job is to rebuild the 
area, not to push an expensive personal agenda.  

Local politics, 
disaster recovery, 
economy and 
housing, state 
budgeting 

Clear Connections 2/14 0530 15 State Representative Lily Morgan talks over the upcoming 
wildfire recovery public hearing and is looking for 
meaningful public input from constituents. Morgan is 
imploring listeners to get properly signed up for the 
hearings, as they are virtual in nature.  

Protection of public 
spaces, homeless 
policy, environment, 
wildfire protection 
policy 

Clear Connections 2/14 0545 15 The push is on for the City of Medford to craft an anti-
camping on the Bear Creek Greenway ordinance. Deputy 
City Manager Eric Mitton discusses the particulars. The 
council is in “study mode” to come up with the best path 
forward. The plan is to ban camping by homeless on the 
Greenway during fire season, as a health and safety 
measure to protect the area from wildfire. The challenge is 
working with the restrictions from two major 9th Circuit 
Court decisions decriminalizing homelessness, one a 
Boise, ID case, and another from Grants Pass, OR.  



Energy security, state 
action, environmental 
concerns 

Clear Connections 2/21 0530 30 Cascade Policy Institute analyst Rachel Dawson talks 
about the need to relax Oregon’s “Renewable Portfolio” 
standards. As is, our current old hydro power projects do 
not count as renewable energy under the current rules. 
Dawson writes “The more coal plants our region removes 
from the grid, the more likely we are to experience future 
blackouts. The Northwest Power and Conservation 
Council is tasked with running models to determine 
whether there is enough electricity supply to meet demand 
in the future during a “worst case scenario.” The Council 
considers the supply adequate if the Loss of Load 
Probability (LOLP) is 5% or less. In late 2019, the Council 
found the LOLP by 2026 to be 26%. This means that more 
than one out of every four simulations run by the Council 
shows the region facing a shortage of electricity.”  

Rotating blackouts experienced by Texas this winter and 
California last summer demonstrate how important it is to 
have sufficient baseload power for times when demand is 
high and intermittent renewable resources can’t be 
counted on to power the grid. We may not be able to 
prevent trees from falling on wires; but we can take steps 
to avoid overreliance on wind. 

Food and Farm 
security, taxation, 
personal  

Clear Connections 2/28 0530 30 Farm Services Agency representative Glenn Archambault 
digs into the issue of potential food price inflation which is 
already creeping into the system, according to 
Archambault. Glenn adds that according to the food 
supply stats, we are not looking at food shortages yet, but 
certain commodities will see massive price increases, 
especially in beef and other meat items.  

Alcohol and addiction 
recovery, state 
taxation 

Clear Connections 3/7 0530 30 Mike Marshall, Executive Director at Oregon Recovers is 
on to discuss the introduction of the Addiction Crisis 
Recovery Act (ACRA). Marshall claims the passage of this 
state legislation would lower Addiction Rates & Increase 
Access to Recovery. It would fund addition recovery 
centers and programs through a 20% increase in the 
wholesale price of all alcoholic beverages sold in the state 
of Oregon.  

Renewable energy 
standards, effect on 
electricity prices 

Clear Connections 3/14 0530 15 Rachel Dawson of the Cascade Policy Institute continues 
to promote the need for relaxing renewable energy 
standards. Oregon has always been a national leader in 
providing clean energy to ratepayers due to our 
hydroelectric dominated energy portfolio. In 2018, around 
54% of Oregon’s electricity use resource mix was zero-
emitting. The current renewable portfolio standard (RPS) 
does not reflect this reality.  

Oregon’s RPS was established in 2007 and created a 
requirement for how much of our electricity must come 
from “renewable” sources. The target for 2020 was 20%, 
even though over half of the electricity Oregon consumes 
is renewable. In 2016 the RPS target was raised to 50% 
by 2040. Currently, only PGE, PacifiCorp, and EWEB are 
required to be compliant with the law.  

Eligible resources for Oregon’s RPS include: wind, solar, 
wave, tidal and ocean thermal energy, geothermal, 
biomass, and hydroelectric built after January 1, 1995. 
Notably missing from this list are nuclear and legacy 
hydroelectric. Unlike intermittent solar and wind resources, 
nuclear and hydro are reliable and do not need to be 
curtailed or backed up by baseload power as solar and 
wind often are.  

Senate Bill 540, sponsored by Senator Fred Girod, would 
change that. This bill specifies that all electricity generated 



by a hydroelectric facility, no matter the facility’s age, can 
be used to comply with the RPS. 

Electronic Privacy, 
transportation policy 

Clear Connections 3/14 0545 15 Automotive journalist Eric Peters decries the rise of “You” 
being the product upon purchasing a new car or truck. The 
profit margin for selling a new car is so low, that car 
companies are competing to selling your “telemetrics”, the 
data that you produce when driving connected cars. 
Where you go, what you buy, the entertainment choices 
you make in the care – all this and more is valuable to 3rd 
party vendors who wish to purchase this from the auto 
manufacturers.  

Wildfire safety 
policies, building and 
zoning codes 

Clear Connections 3/21 0530 15 Jim Pauley, President & CEO of the National Fire 
Protection Association discusses wildfire challenges in our 
area. Jim says while there is widespread destruction from 
wildfire, there is not widespread regulatory action and a 
concerted effort to put in place policies to reverse the 
dangerous trend. Without a new approach, the U.S. is 
destinated for greater and unmanageable loss of life and 
property. The National Fire Protection Association has 
launched “Outthink Wildfire™”, a comprehensive strategy 
to address America’s wildfire crisis that lays out five key 
policy changes that need to be made at the federal, state, 
and local levels and, if followed, will end the destruction of 
communities by wildfire over the next 30 years.   

Mental Health, 
electronics-
induced stress 

Clear Connections 3/21 0545 15 Carole Lieberman, M.D., M.P.H. ('America's 
Psychiatrist'), a board-certified Beverly Hills psychiatrist 
explains the ramifications of a new Israeli Study - Stress 
& Anxiety Caused By Smartphone Use. 

Tel Aviv University’s Maurice and Gabriela 
Goldschleger School of Dental Medicine carried out a 
new study claiming that the excessive time spent on 
social media or on mobile phones leads to an increased 
chance of pain in jaw and mouth-muscles, teeth-
grinding, sleep problems, fatigue and drowsiness during 
the day. About 600 participants participated in the study 
which included secular Jews (mostly smartphone users) 
and a group of ultra-Orthodox Israelis (those who use a 
phone without an internet connection).  

Public Policy and 
regulator impact on 
the homeless crisis 

Clear Connections 3/28 0530 30 Dr. Wayne Winegarden, co-author of “No Way Home” – 
The Crisis of Homelessness and How to Fix it With 
Intelligence and Humanity. Winegarden is a senior fellow 
in business and economics at Pacific Research Institute 
and is director of PRI's Center for Medical Economics and 
Innovation. He is a policy economist whose areas of study 
include the economic impacts from regulatory policies with 
an emphasis on their consequences on affordability and 
regressivity. Through his intensive background as a 
business economist, Winegarden tells the story of how 
public policy has exacerbated California's homelessness 
issues, from the steep cost of housing that's priced people 
out of homes to the unaffordable cost of living. 

      

 


