
Quarterly List of WGBH-TV Programming Providing the Most Significant 
Treatment of Community Issues - WGBH-TV  (April to June 2016) 
 
 
I. Education/Schools/Youth 
 
Greater Boston, L 04/25/16, 7pm, 30 min. 
UMass President Marty Meehan and Massachusetts Board of Higher Education Chairman, Chris 
Gabrieli, joined Jim to talk about a proposal to ease the higher education affordability burden for 
many students, with the average college graduate receiving a diploma and a bill for $35,000 in loans.  
 
PBS Newshour, N 05/17/16, 7:00pm, 60 min. 
John Tulenko of Education Week discusses Islamophobia and why Muslim students in the U.S. get 
bullied by their peers.  
 
PBS Newshour, N 06/3/16, 6:00pm, 30 min. 
Over the past two years, students identified as having autism or “other health impairments,” have 
contributed to an uptick in special education enrollments.  
The number of students covered under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act has gone up, 
driven by rapid growth in such disability categories as autism. 
 
II. Housing/Urban Development 
 
Greater Boston, L 04/26/16, 7:30pm, 30 min. 
Residents in East Boston and Somerville have been dreaming of the Green line extension, a project 
that was meant to bring mass transit through working class neighbors. There are now concerns about 
who will be able to afford to live in Somerville.  
 
Greater Boston, L 5/16/16, 7:00pm, 30 min. 
The nonprofit Barr Foundation declared Boston’s waterfront “in jeopardy,” and the 
 Barr Foundation has pumped 800-thousand dollars, so far, toward waterfront planning programs, an 
opportunity to create more waterfront space.  
 
III.  Public Safety/Crime/Justice 
 
PBS Newshour, N 04/29/16, 11:00pm, 60 min.  
As part of an effort to help ex-convicts enter the job market and decrease the number of those who 
end up back in prison, a rule proposed by the Office of Personnel Management would bar agencies 
from asking applicants about their criminal and credit history until a conditional offer of employment 
has been made. 
 
Point Taken: Should Paying for Sex be a Crime, L 05/03/16, 11pm, 30 min. Each week Point Taken 
debates topics Americans care about. This week, host Carlos Watson invited four guests to discuss 
the criminalization of prostitution and sex-trafficking in the U.S.  
 
Frontline: Gunned Down, N 06/14/16, 10pm, 60 min. 



In Gunned Down: The Power of the NRA, FRONTLINE investigates the politics of America's gun 
debate. Veteran FRONTLINE filmmaker Michael Kirk investigates the NRA, its political evolution 
and influence, and how it has consistently succeeded in defeating new gun control legislation. 
 
 
IV.  Needs of Special Interest Groups 
 
Greater Boston L 4/21/16, 7pm, 30 min. 
In 17 states across the country there are laws in place that protect transgender citizens from 
discrimination in public accommodations — hotels, libraries, bathrooms. There are currently bills on 
Beacon Hill in the house and one in the senate that would do the same.   
 
Basic Black: Fault Lines in Asian American and African American L 4/29/16, 7:30pm, 30 min. 
Asian-American police officer Peter Liang fatally shot African-American Akai Gurley. The shooting 
has strained Asian-American and African-American relations. What’s the long term impact? 
 
PBS Newshour N 06/15/16, 7pm, 60 min. 
As investigators continue to try to understand the motives of the Orlando shooter, the fact that he was 
a Muslim has put another community of American Muslims in an uncomfortable spot, disavowing the 
actions of an extremist, while also facing a backlash themselves. 
 
 
V. Employment/Unemployment/Poverty 
 
PBS Newshour, N 04/1/16, 7:00pm, 60 min. 
A glance at unemployment and labor-underutilization rates show that the U.S. economy added 
215,000 jobs in March, while the unemployment rate ticked up to 5.0 percent from February’s 4.9 
percent. 
 
Independent Lens: Dogtown Redemption, L 04/16/16, 10pm, 60 min. 
Explore the complex dynamics of race, class and systemic poverty through the lives of four recyclers 
in Oakland, who struggle to survive in a neighborhood already decimated by unemployment, 
addiction, and violence.  
 
PBS Newshour, N 5/31/16, 11pm, 60 min. 
In this edition, PBS Newshour shares insider advice and contrarian about personal challenges with 
job hunting, interviewing, networking, resumes, job boards or salary negotiations.  
 
 
VI.  Environment/Ecology 
 
Greater Boston, L 04/4/16, 10pm, 60 min. 
Food Journalist Corby Kummer and Oleana Chef and Owner, Ana Sortun, join Jim to discuss GMOs 
and whether manufacturers should be required to disclose GMOs on labels.  
 
 



Nova N 05/04/16, 9pm, 60 min. 
The Gay Head Lighthouse, a historic landmark perched high on the cliffs of Martha’s Vineyard, is 
soon to become the next victim of the ocean’s relentless erosion of the island’s cliffs.  
 
PBS Newshour, N 06/2/16, 11:00pm, 60 min. 
Move over solar and wind power, there’s another renewable energy source: poop. Thanks to rapidly 
advancing “digester” technologies, it’s possible to extract and refine natural gas from the methane in 
human and animal waste, generating power rather than polluting greenhouse gases.  
 
 
VII.  Medical and Mental Health/Social Services 
 
Ride The Tiger, L 04/17/16, 5am, 60 min.  
Search the bipolar brain to find out where the biological and chemical breakdowns occur and how we 
may be able to pre-empt disorders and fix or rewire our brains. Learn if new treatments can lead to 
advances in other areas of mental illness as well.   
 
PBS Newshour, N 05/28/16, 7:00pm, 60 min.  
A new study suggests Alzheimer, a degenerative brain disease, may stem from the brain’s past 
attempts to fight off infections.  
 
Independent Lens: Trapped, L 06/20/16, 10pm, 60 min.  
Trapped goes inside the contentious issue of abortion rights through the story of healthcare providers 
struggling to comply with controversial new regulations.  
 
 
VIII.  Economy/Business 
 
Greater Boston, L 05/03/16, 7pm, 30 min. 
President and CEO of Northeast Gas Association Tom Kiley, President of Environmental League of 
Massachusetts George Bachrach and President and CEO of Greater Boston Chamber of 
Commerce Jim Rooney discuss the fiscal impacts of expanding the gas pipeline.  
 
PBS Newshour, N 06/3/16, 7:00pm, 60 min. 
According to a new report from the Labor Department, U.S. hiring fell to a five-year low in May, 
with just 38,000 new jobs. Even if those numbers are off, the last quarter shows a similarly disturbing 
trend. 115,000 jobs added per month, an abnormal drop during this long period of recovery. 
 
 
IX.  Family/Morality/Religion 
 
Religion & Ethics Newsweekly, N 04/22/16, 4am, 30 min.  
California become the fifth state to allow terminally ill patients to end their lives with the help of a 
doctor’s prescription. NPR host Diane Rehm reflects on her husband’s death in 2014 when he asked 
his doctor to help him die, but the doctor refused.  
 



Religion & Ethics Newsweekly, N 04/27/16, 6am, 30 min.  
A number of Christian healthcare sharing ministries throughout the US cover more than 60,000 
families or 200,000 people, who all contribute to a common fund and then share their medical costs. 
But unlike traditional insurance companies, they collect monthly dues and then distribute the money 
to subscribers who have medical bills to pay. 
 
Independent Lens: Knocking, L 05/31/16, 10pm, 60 min. 
Knocking opens the door on Jehovah’s Witnesses, revealing how they have impacted society in 
ways far greater and more surprising than the spreading of their faith.  
 
END REPORT 
 


