
Quarterly List of WGBH-TV Programming Providing the Most Significant 
Treatment of Community Issues - WGBH-TV  (October to December 2016) 
 
 
I. Education/Schools/Youth 
 
PBS Newshour, L 10/7/16, 7:00pm, 30 min 
Can schools punish students for protesting the national anthem? National-anthem protests 
have spread beyond the NFL and onto high school athletic events, raising questions about 
patriotism, civics and students’ free-speech rights.   
 
PBS Newshour, L 10/21/16, 7:00pm, 30 min. 
More than 40 million Americans carry debt from student loans, totaling around $1.3 
trillion nationally. While the median debt is about $27,000, people who owe less than 
$10,000 are the most likely to default. Marketplace’s Lizzie O’Leary reports.  
 
Greater Boston, L 10/24/16, 7pm, 30 min.  
Along with choosing a president, and whether to legalize recreational marijuana, 
Massachusetts’ voters have another important issue to weigh in on: whether the state 
should allow for the expansion of charter schools. This will appear as Question 2 on the 
ballot.   
 
 
 
II. Housing/Urban Development 
 
PBS Newshour, N 10/3/16, 7:00pm, 30 min. 
High school teachers had a median income of $56,882, making it possible for them to 
rent a two-bedroom home in 94 percent of the metro areas analyzed. 
Perhaps another salary-related grievance for teachers: Depending on where they live, 
buying a home can be far out of reach. 
 
 
Greater Boston, L 10/18/16, 7:00pm, 30 min. 

The MBTA has been working to get back on track to cut costs and boost performance. A 
recent report found the Green Line had the most derailments in the nation last year for a 
light rail line, with seven. This year, so far there have already been five.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
III.  Public Safety/Crime/Justice 
 
 
Frontline: Confronting ISIS N 10/16/16, 1:30am, 120 min  
Investigating the U.S.-led efforts to degrade and destroy ISIS the film examines the 
success, failures, and challenges of the fight, as ISIS loses ground in the region but strikes 
out abroad.  
 
Greater Boston, N 11/1/16, 7pm, 30 min. 
For the fourth year in a row All State recently named Boston the worst of the worst more 
likely to be involved in a crash in a national average. As part of its continuing bid to 
make city streets safer, Stephanie Leydon introduces us to the local company looking to 
bring Bostonians from worst to first in the game of safe driving with a new app that’s all 
about safety.  
 
 
Greater Boston, L 11/2/16, 7:00pm, 30 min.  
In September, one hundred Boston police officers and eight members of the command 
staff headed to the streets wearing body cameras, after a Suffolk Superior Court judge 
denied a request from the patrolmen’s union to halt the pilot program. Boston police 
Commissioner Bill Evans discusses how it’s going and if it would be made permanent.  
 
 
 
IV.  Needs of Special Interest Groups 
 
Willie Velasquez: Your Vote is Your Voice N 10/2/16, 5:00am, 60 min. 
Meet the charismatic pioneering activists whose rallying cry of “su voto es su voz” (your 
vote is your choice) started a grassroots movement that transformed the nation’s political 
landscape and paved the way for the growing power of the Latino vote. 
 
Basic Black L 10/7/16, 7:30pm, 30 min. 
October is Breast Cancer Awareness month, but the diagnosis for African American 
women is often later and the disease is much more advanced in deadly. WGBH News’ 
Tina Martin sits down with doctors and survivors to discuss the health care treatment 
options and day-to-day living.  
 
 
POV N 10/10/16, 10pm, 90 min. 



Meet Sharon Shattuck, whose father came out as a transgender, living as Trisha. 
Shattuck’s mother stayed with him. Now Sharon wants to understand how the family 
survived intact.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
V. Employment/Unemployment/Poverty  
 
Religion & Ethics Newsweekly, N 10/3/16, 4:00am, 30 min. 
Cities like Albuquerque have taken a different approach to dealing with homelessness. It 
has initiated a program called “There’s a Better Way,” picking up homelessness 
individuals and transporting them to jobs that pay them in cash at the end of the work 
period.  
 
 
PBS Newshour , N 10/22/16, 7pm, 30 min. 
South Korea is among the countries working to increase automation in the manufacturing 
sector, with some large companies seeing robots as a cost-effective way to replace 
expensive human labor. But how will the expansion of this technology effect American 
worker?    
 
 
PBS Newshour, N 12/2/16, 6:00pm, 30 min.  
In November, the unemployment rate fell down from 4.9 percent to 4.6 percent, the 
lowest since 2007. The US economy added 178,000 jobs and wages rose 2.5%.  
 
 
VI.  Environment/Ecology 
 
Forces of Nature, N 10/02/16, 8pm, 60 min. 
Earth is painted in stunning colors. By understanding how these colors are created and 
the energy they carry, we can learn the secret language of the planet.    
 
Nature: Super Hummingbirds, N 10/12/16, 8:00am, 60 min. 
With high speed camerawork and breakthrough new science, for the first time, we see 
Hummingbirds mate, lay eggs, fight, and raise families in intimate detail.    
 
Treasures of the Earth: Metals N 11/10/16, 5am, 60 min. 
Gold, bronze, iron, steel: metals are pillars of our civilization, but what makes them so 
special? Discover their unique properties and explore how our mastery of metals has led 
us from the stone age to today’s hi-tech world.  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
VII.  Medical and Mental Health/Social Services 
 
Second Opinion, L 10/11/16, 4:30am, 30 min.  
Recent medical studies raise the possibility of blood tests capable of predicting who is at 
risk for developing Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Second Opinion, N 11/8/16, 10:00pm, 30 min.  
Myth or Medicine: Are more medical tests likely to lead to a more accurate diagnosis? 
Five things you can do to help your doctor diagnose you. 
 
 
Passing On, L 12/3/16, 5am, 60 min.  
More than two and half million people will die in the United States this year. One big 
different between the quality of those deaths is where they occur. Passing On explores 
end-of-life through a series of compelling and sensitive stories that will engage you 
emotionally and provide you with valuable information.  
  
 
 
VIII.  Economy/Business 
 
Getting Ahead, L 10/14/16, 5am, 60 min. 
Join host Tavis Smiley as he explores the issue of raising the minimum wage through the 
eyes of small business owners and hourly wage earners. 
 
 
Consuelo Mack Wealthtrack, N 10/18/16, 4:00am, 30 min. 
Where is the next financial crisis developing? How can investors protect themselves? 
This week’s Consuelo Mack WealthTrack provides answers from two crisis experts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IX.  Family/Morality/Religion 
 
Religion & Ethics Weekly, N 10/3/16, 4am, 30 min. 
Critics have long charged that the US government has not done a good job in 
acknowledging the role of religion in foreign policy. Secretary of State John Kerry has 
established a new office to address the problem.   
 
 
Religion & Ethics Newsweekly, N 10/17/16, 4am, 30 min.  
With less than a week until election, faith groups continue to respond to the presidential 
candidates and their campaigns. Host Bob Abernethy and David Gibson discuss some of 
the religious responses and their likely effects.  

 
Three Faiths, One God: Judaism, Christianity, Islam N 12/17/16, 1pm, 60 min.  
The film thoughtfully examines the religious beliefs and practices shared by Jews, 
Christians and Muslims, to illustrate how many are dealing with historical conflicts and 
charts their dedication to facilitating understanding and respect. 
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