
 
 
 

WJOX-AM 
QUARTERLY ISSUES PROGRAMS REPORT 

 
April-June 2013 

 
1. City funding of IndyCar Series race 
2. Regions Tradition golf tournament and charity involvement 
3. Jefferson County management issues 
4. Public safety in Birmingham 
5. Dealing with tragedy 
6. Alabama Medicare program 
7. Terrorism preparation and prevention 
8. Reaction to Cooper Green transition 
9. State health care compact bill 
10. Alabama Accountability Act 
11. Outstanding property tax payments to Jefferson County 
12. Severe weather and tornado response 
13. Alabama legislative session 
14. Jefferson County car tag renew lines 
15. Jefferson County bankruptcy deal 
16. Dog tethering laws 
17. Road blocks collecting DNA samples 
18. Kindergarten preparation 
19. Birmingham City Council-Mayoral relations 
20. Voting Rights Act decision 

 
The attached list describes programs aired on WJOX-AM that address the above issues.



Cumulus Birmingham Issues Programs 

Station:   WJOX-AM 
 
Issue Addressed:  City funding of IndyCar Series race 
 
Date Aired:  4/7/2013 
 
Time Aired:  5:00 AM 
 
Duration:  25 Minutes 
 
Birmingham City Councilman Steven Hoyt discusses his reservations about the city giving funding to the Barber 
Motorsports Park to aid in the staging of the Honda Indy Grand Prix of Alabama. It was represented in news 
reports that Hoyt was reluctant to grant such funding because Birmingham is a majority-black city, and the IndyCar 
Series largely appeals to and is organized by whites. 
 
 
 
Station:   WJOX-AM 
 
Issue Addressed: Regions Tradition golf tournament and charity involvement; Jefferson County 

management issues 
 
Date Aired:  4/14/2013 
 
Time Aired:  5:00 AM 
 
Duration:  25 Minutes 
 
Regions Tradition defending champion Tom Lehman and tournament director John Maravich discuss the upcoming 
tournament, and its benefits to the community in the form of charity involvement and economic impact. One of 
the primary beneficiaries is Children’s of Alabama, and Lehman discusses his visit to the hospital. Jefferson County 
Commission President David Carrington discusses ongoing issues with the county, including the potential decision 
to replace the county attorney. 
 
 
 
Station:   WJOX-AM 
 
Issue Addressed: Public safety in Birmingham 
 
Date Aired:  4/21/2013 
 
Time Aired:  5:00 AM 
 
Duration:  25 Minutes 
 
Birmingham Police Chief A.C. Roper discusses public safety in Birmingham. Specifically, Roper talks about the 
challenge of keeping safe the area around Railroad Park and the new Regions Field, as the city hopes to attract 
more visitors to those sites, often at night. Roper also talks specifically about a recent shooting and Railroad Park, 
and the difficulty the police have had in gathering information about it. Roper discusses some initiatives by the 
police to break the cultural habit some Birmingham residents have of not sharing information with the police. 



Cumulus Birmingham Issues Programs 

Station:   WJOX-AM 
 
Issue Addressed: Dealing with tragedy; Alabama Medicare program 
 
Date Aired:  4/28/2013 
 
Time Aired:  5:00 AM 
 
Duration:  25 Minutes 
 
UAB Psychologist Dr. Josh Klapow, nationally renowned for his work on dealing with tragedy and trauma, discusses 
how one can mentally deal with tragic events like the bombings in Boston. Specifically, he speaks to how parents 
should discuss these types of events with their children. Troy University Economist Scott Beaulier discusses issues 
with the Alabama Medicare program, and how citizens can expect aspects of it to change as the Affordable Care 
Act is more fully implemented. 
 
 
 
Station:   WJOX-AM 
 
Issue Addressed: Terrorism preparation and prevention 
 
Date Aired:  5/5/2013 
 
Time Aired:  5:00 AM 
 
Duration:  25 Minutes 
 
FBI Birmingham division Special Agent-in-Charge Rick Schwein discusses the recent bombing at the Boston 
Marathon, and how our city goes about preparing for and preventing similar tragedies and major events in town. 
Schwein also discusses his role in the investigation and pursuit of Eric Robert Rudolph, a domestic terrorist who 
bombed a Birmingham abortion clinic and Centennial Olympic Park in Atlanta. Schein also gives insight into the 
workings of Joint Terrorism Task Forces and how they operate locally. 
 
 
 
Station:   WJOX-AM 
 
Issue Addressed: Jefferson County operations, Cooper Green; Health Care Compact Bill 
 
Date Aired:  5/12/2013 
 
Time Aired:  5:00 AM 
 
Duration:  25 Minutes 
 
Jefferson County Commission President David Carrington discusses the ongoing financial situation in Jefferson 
County. Specifically, Carrington reacts to harsh criticism he has received since the transition of Cooper Green 
Mercy Hospital to an urgent care facility. Alabama Representative Mike Ball discusses the Health Care Compact 
Bill, which gives the state options as it deals with the implementation of the Affordable Care and Patient 
Protection Act. 



Cumulus Birmingham Issues Programs 

Station:   WJOX-AM 
 
Issue Addressed: Alabama Accountability Act; unpaid property taxes 
 
Date Aired:  5/19/2013 
 
Time Aired:  5:00 AM 
 
Duration:  25 Minutes 
 
State Senator Trip Pittman, the chairman of the Senate’s budget committee, discusses an executive amendment 
added by Governor Robert Bentley to the Alabama Accountability Act. The amendment would delay by two years 
the plan to award tax credits to families whose children are zoned for “failing” schools. Bentley’s decision was 
based on a fear that the state would have difficulty repaying the Alabama Trust Fund, and Pittman discusses that 
repayment plan and how he believes it will be successful. Alabama’s 13 reporter John Paepcke discusses his report 
that Jefferson County is owed millions in unpaid property taxes. 
 
 
 
Station:   WJOX-AM 
 
Issue Addressed: Tornado response; Alabama legislature; press freedom 
 
Date Aired:  5/26/2013 
 
Time Aired:  5:00 AM 
 
Duration:  25 Minutes 
 
Clinical psychologist Dr. Josh Klapow returns to discuss the tragedy of the Moore, Oklahoma tornadoes. Based on 
this area’s history with similar incidents, Klapow discusses how people respond to such experiences, and how 
parents can discuss them with their children. Birmingham News journalist Kyle Whitmire discusses the end of the 
Alabama legislative session, and how various bills will affect the listener. Whitmire also speaks to recent scandals 
involving members of the press being targeted by the government for their roles in leaks. 
 
 
 
Station:   WJOX-AM 
 
Issue Addressed: Jefferson County management issues; car tag renewal lines 
 
Date Aired:  6/2/2013 
 
Time Aired:  5:00 AM 
 
Duration:  25 Minutes 
 
Jefferson County Commission President David Carrington discusses his vote to allow Commissioner George 
Bowman to increase his personal budget over the objections of the other Republican commissioners. Carrington 
has taken some heat for his vote amid questions of whether or not there was quid pro quo. Carrington also 
discusses new systems being implemented to ease the congestion when it comes to car tag and driver license 
renewals. Since the county’s bankruptcy and the closure of several satellite courthouses, residents have been 
forced to one of only three locations for renewals, causing several hour long waits in some cases. 



Cumulus Birmingham Issues Programs 

Station:   WJOX-AM 
 
Issue Addressed: Dog tethering laws; Jefferson County bankruptcy deal 
 
Date Aired:  6/9/2013 
 
Time Aired:  5:00 AM 
 
Duration:  25 Minutes 
 
Jefferson County Sheriff Mike Hale discusses his personal run-in with a pack of pit bulls, which prompted him to 
look into the dog tethering laws of local communities. The city of Clay actually changed their rules in response to 
the incident to provide more safety and precaution against similar incidents in the future. Jefferson County 
Commission President David Carrington returns to discuss the recent deal reached between the county and its 
creditors to emerge from the largest municipal bankruptcy in the nation’s history. 
 
 
 
Station:   WJOX-AM 
 
Issue Addressed: Road blocks collecting DNA samples 
 
Date Aired:  6/16/2013 
 
Time Aired:  5:00 AM 
 
Duration:  25 Minutes 
 
Station listener Kelly from Thorsby discusses her experience over the previous weekend, in which she was stopped 
at a police road block. When stopped, she was told that they were collecting DNA through blood or saliva samples 
for a survey. After an investigation, it was revealed that the police were off duty St. Clair County sheriff’s deputies, 
and the survey was at the behest of the U.S. Department of Transportation. Alabama Attorney General Luther 
Strange and Governor Robert Bentley, who were not informed of the initiative ahead of time, respond to what 
they see as a coercive act that could easily invade the privacy of regular citizens. 
 
 
 
Station:   WJOX-AM 
 
Issue Addressed: Kindergarten preparation; dog tethering laws 
 
Date Aired:  6/23/2013 
 
Time Aired:  5:00 AM 
 
Duration:  25 Minutes 
 
Representatives from Teach First at Home, an organization aimed at helping parents prepare their children to 
enter kindergarten, discuss their program, which targets underprivileged communities in Birmingham and 
Tuscaloosa. Phil Doster of the Greater Birmingham Humane Society discusses a new ban on pit bulls in the city of 
Clay. The ban resulted from a recent incident involving Jefferson County Sheriff Mike Hale, who encountered a 
pack of untethered pit bulls and was nearly attacked. 



Cumulus Birmingham Issues Programs 

Station:   WJOX-AM 
 
Issue Addressed: Birmingham City Council-Mayoral relations; Voting Rights Act decision 
 
Date Aired:  6/30/2013 
 
Time Aired:  5:00 AM 
 
Duration:  25 Minutes 
 
Birmingham City Council President Roderick Royal talks about ongoing difficulties in the relationship between the 
City Council and the Mayor, and how that conflict has impeded progress in some areas. Royal also speaks on the 
upcoming elections, the first in many years in which the mayor and City Council are on the ballot in the same cycle. 
Alabama Governor Robert Bentley discusses the Supreme Court’s decision to invalidate portions of the Voting 
Rights Act. Bentley speaks to how Alabama will take steps to insure there is no discrimination, even without 
federal oversight that was previously mandated by the law. 


