
 
 
 

WJOX-AM 
QUARTERLY ISSUES PROGRAMS REPORT 

 
January-March 2013 

 
1. Effects of the “fiscal cliff” deal 
2. Gun control 
3. Google Streetview in Birmingham neighborhoods 
4. Payroll tax hike and other economic issues 
5. Ending state control of liquor sales 
6. Local program for music education 
7. School decisions on weather delays 
8. The role of the Public Service Commission 
9. Same-sex marriage 
10. Alabama unemployment rate 
11. Immigration reform 
12. Severe weather awareness 
13. Open carry legislation and enforcement 
14. Alabama Accountability Act 
15. Common Core education standards 
16. Sale of vulgar souvenirs in Orange Beach 
17. Local operations of the FBI 

 
The attached list describes programs aired on WJOX-AM that address the above issues.



Cumulus Birmingham Issues Programs 

Station:   WJOX-AM 
 
Issue Addressed:  Effects of the “fiscal cliff” deal 
 
Date Aired:  1/6/2013 
 
Time Aired:  5:00 AM 
 
Duration:  25 Minutes 
 
Congressman Mo Brooks of Alabama’s 5th Congressional District discusses the deal passed on Jan. 1 to avert the 
“fiscal cliff” of spending cuts and tax increases that technically kicked in earlier in the day. Brooks talks about his 
reasons for voting against the bill, which included the fact that it fails to seriously address overspending by the 
federal government. He also looks ahead to coming debates over the debt ceiling and illegal immigration. 
 
 
 
Station:   WJOX-AM 
 
Issue Addressed:  Gun control; Google Streetview in Birmingham neighborhoods 
 
Date Aired:  1/13/2013 
 
Time Aired:  5:00 AM 
 
Duration:  25 Minutes 
 
State Representative Patricia Todd discusses the challenges of tackling the gun control issue in the wake of the 
recent school shooting in Newtown, Conn. Todd also discusses the difficulty of balancing gun issues with mental 
health issues, which have also played a significant role in recent mass shootings. State Speaker of the House Mike 
Hubbard also talks about gun control, including a recent meeting of state lawmakers where various aspects of the 
issue were discussed. Kyle Whitmire of The Birmingham News talks about the lack of Google Streetview in certain 
low-income or high crime neighborhoods in Birmingham, and his attempts to get answers from Google on the 
issue. 
 
 
 
Station:   WJOX-AM 
 
Issue Addressed:  Payroll tax hike and economic issues; ending state control of liquor sales 
 
Date Aired:  1/20/2013 
 
Time Aired:  5:00 AM 
 
Duration:  25 Minutes 
 
Financial planner Greg Powell of Fi-Plan Partners discusses the recent hike in the payroll tax and what that will 
mean for listeners’ paychecks. Powell also talks about the larger ramifications of the recent fiscal cliff deal, and 
what future developments may mean for individuals and small businesses. State Senator Arthur Orr discusses his 
proposal to end the Alabama Beverage Control, which has run liquor sales in the state for 75 years. Orr would 
rather hand liquor sales back to the private market and tax it appropriately to maintain revenue neutrality. 



Cumulus Birmingham Issues Programs 

Station:   WJOX-AM 
 
Issue Addressed:  Local music education program; school closing procedures; PSC 
 
Date Aired:  1/27/2013 
 
Time Aired:  5:00 AM 
 
Duration:  25 Minutes 
 
Ginger, a representative from Scrollworks, discusses that organization’s mission to provide local children with an 
education in classical music. She also discusses an upcoming fundraiser for the program. Jefferson County Schools 
Superintendent Jennifer Parsons discusses the system’s procedures for closing and delaying schools due to 
weather. The system came under criticism for failing to properly handle a winter storm last week, and then 
overcompensating by unnecessarily delaying schools this week. Journalist John Archibald discusses his recent look 
into the role of Alabama’s Public Service Commission, and how it may not be very effective. 
 
 
 
Station:   WJOX-AM 
 
Issue Addressed:  Same-sex marriage; Alabama unemployment; immigration reform; gun control 
 
Date Aired:  2/3/2013 
 
Time Aired:  5:00 AM 
 
Duration:  25 Minutes 
 
State Representative Patricia Todd and State Senator Del Marsh discuss issues to be tackled in the upcoming 
session of the Alabama legislature. Todd, Alabama’s only openly gay lawmaker, hopes to see laws that open the 
door for same-sex marriage in the state. Marsh discusses potential reforms to Alabama’s immigration law and how 
the law has affected the state’s unemployment rate. Both lawmakers discuss upcoming measures to protect 
Second Amendment rights as the federal government looks at more extensive gun control measures. 
 
 
 
Station:   WJOX-AM 
 
Issue Addressed:  Jefferson County indigent care and finances; education plans 
 
Date Aired:  2/10/2013 
 
Time Aired:  5:00 AM 
 
Duration:  25 Minutes 
 
Jefferson County Manager Tony Petelos discusses the results of changing Cooper Green Mercy Hospital from a full 
in-patient facility to an urgent care clinic model. Petelos refutes some claims made by local politicians that citizens 
are being turned away from hospitals or aren’t able to readily access or communicate with the new facility. 
Alabama Governor Robert Bentley talks about his hopes for the upcoming legislative session, primarily what he 
hopes to do in education and how the Alabama Education Association may react. 



Cumulus Birmingham Issues Programs 

Station:   WJOX-AM 
 
Issue Addressed:  Severe weather awareness 
 
Date Aired:  2/17/2013 
 
Time Aired:  5:00 AM 
 
Duration:  25 Minutes 
 
NWS Meteorologist-in-Chief Jim Stefkovich discusses the upcoming Severe Weather Awareness week, and what 
listeners can do to prepare themselves for the Spring severe weather season. Stefkovich also speaks to recent 
outbreaks both in Alabama and elsewhere, what generally what conditions lead to severe Winter storms and 
tornadoes. 
 
 
 
Station:   WJOX-AM 
 
Issue Addressed:  Open carry legislation and enforcement 
 
Date Aired:  2/24/2013 
 
Time Aired:  5:00 AM 
 
Duration:  25 Minutes 
 
Jefferson County Sheriff Mike Hale discusses new legislation that may affect the state’s open carry laws. The 
legislation is largely in response to potential federal actions on gun control, and Sheriff Hale discusses how his 
department would go about enforcing any new rules that come down from the state or federal government. Hale 
specifically address the difficulty of ensuring that someone carrying a weapon is doing so legally. 
 
 
 
Station:   WJOX-AM 
 
Issue Addressed:  Alabama Accountability Act 
 
Date Aired:  3/3/2013 
 
Time Aired:  5:00 AM 
 
Duration:  25 Minutes 
 
Alabama Governor Robert Bentley and Senators Del Marsh and Scott Beason discuss the passing of the Alabama 
Accountability Act, which gives parents the ability to move their children from failing schools into private or more 
successful public schools. The program will offer income tax credits to families whose children are in failing 
schools, which they can use for tuition. The legislation was not discussed publicly prior to passage, and caused 
much consternation among education officials and Democratic members of the state legislature. 



Cumulus Birmingham Issues Programs 

Station:   WJOX-AM 
 
Issue Addressed:  Alabama Accountability Act 
 
Date Aired:  3/10/2013 
 
Time Aired:  5:00 AM 
 
Duration:  25 Minutes 
 
Alabama State Senator Del Marsh discusses methods used by the Republican majority in the state legislature to get 
the controversial Alabama Accountability Act passed. The bill has since been held up in court following a suit filed 
by the Alabama Education Association seeking to have it struck down. State Representatives Paul DeMarco and 
Patricia Todd, a Republican and Democrat respectively, discuss the merits of the bill in light of law suit currently 
preventing the governor from signing it into law. 
 
 
 
Station:   WJOX-AM 
 
Issue Addressed:  Alabama Accountability Act 
 
Date Aired:  3/17/2013 
 
Time Aired:  5:00 AM 
 
Duration:  25 Minutes 
 
Alabama Governor Robert Bentley and Lt. Governor Kay Ivey discuss signing the controversial Alabama 
Accountability Act into law. The law allows for tax credits to go to families with children in “failing” schools, which 
they can use to enroll in a private school or a more successful public school. Bentley was initially prevented from 
signing the bill due to a lawsuit filed by the state teachers’ union. Ivey brings additional perspective on the law as a 
former schoolteacher. 
 
 
 
Station:   WJOX-AM 
 
Issue Addressed:  Common Core education standards; sale of vulgar souvenirs in Orange Beach 
 
Date Aired:  3/24/2013 
 
Time Aired:  5:00 AM 
 
Duration:  25 Minutes 
 
State Senator Jabo Waggoner discusses efforts to shield Alabama schools from nationwide Common Core 
standards, which have come under question lately. Many in Alabama reject the idea that the federal government 
should dictate standards for schools run by individual states, and Waggoner’s legislation would address that 
concern. Orange Beach, Ala. Mayor Tony Kennon discusses his efforts to prevent stores in his city from selling 
adult-themed, lewd and vulgar souvenirs, which he believes paint his city in a negative light. 



Cumulus Birmingham Issues Programs 

Station:   WJOX-AM 
 
Issue Addressed:  Local operations of the FBI 
 
Date Aired:  3/31/2013 
 
Time Aired:  5:00 AM 
 
Duration:  25 Minutes 
 
Rick Schwein, the FBI Special Agent In Charge for the Birmingham Division, discusses his organization’s duties and 
responsibilities to the local area. Schwein also discusses more broadly the role of the FBI in a post-9/11 world, and 
how that role changed after the 2001 terrorist attacks. Schwein and host Matt Murphy also discuss the annual 
Citizens Academy, in which Murphy participated late last year. 


