
WKTV COMMUNITY ISSUES- JAN. 2014-MARCH 2014 

Education Issues: 

-1/2/2014:  7th and 8th grade math students will not have to take double state tests thanks to a 

new federal waiver….  1:06 Noon 

-1/24/2014:  Republican Assembly Members unveil the “Apple Plan” which they bill as the 

“cure” for the Common Core.  :55 5pm 

-2/3/2014:  US Senator Kirsten Gillibrand and Rep.Richard Hanna unveil proposed legislation for 

expanded access to Pre-K programs across the country. The two held a joint announcement at 

the Herkimer Elementary School.  1:40 6pm   

-2/10/2014:  Local State Senator Joe Griffo and State Assemblyman Anthony Brindisi urge the 

State Ed. Commissioner to reject the application for another Charter school in Utica, citing 

negative budget impacts it would have on cash-strapped Utica school district.  :50 6pm  

-3/20/2014: SUNYIT in Marcy officially announces merger agreement with College of Nanoscale 

Science and Engineering in Albany (CNSE).  The new combined school, according to SUNYIT’s 

acting President, will be “an affordable MIT”.  1:45 Noon   

-3/28/2014: Parents protest at the Oriskany Central School offices regarding treatment of 

students who Opt Out of taking state tests next week.  Students who don’t take the test may 

have to sit in the same classroom that testing is going on in; others will be sent to other 

classrooms.  :45 5pm    

-3/28/2014: Utica and Rome City School Districts will each have to cut dozens of positions if the 

individual districts get the state aid they’re looking for.  The state budget and state aid figures 

will be revealed on Apr. 1.   2:20 6pm    

 

 

General Health/Medical Concerns: 

-1/6/2014:  As a string of frigid weather is on the doorstep, we look at how winter weather can 

be dangerous to your health, and the steps you can take to stay safe.  1:45 5pm  

-2/4/2014:  3 part series titled Underage and Overweight talking about the growing problem of 

youth obesity in the Mohawk Valley and some new ideas to combat it.  4:46  5pm/6pm/11pm 



-2/11/2014: New survey shows higher stress levels among teens than in years past. Experts 

warn that this unhealthy pattern will lead to higher health care costs as these angst-filled teens 

become unhealthy adults.  1:36 5pm   

-2/28/14:  Reps with the American Heart Association demonstrate Hands-Only CPR at the 

Annual Heart Health Expo at Utica College.  2:15  5pm   

-3/24-31/2014: Multiple stories through multiple newscasts listing FAQ’s and contact 

information for navigators for the NY State Health Care Exchange, to comply with the ACA.  4:30 

5pm/6p/11pm 

-3/27/2014: New data shows that 1 in 68 Americans are on the Autism Spectrum, up 30% from 

2008. 

Environmental Concerns: 

-1/6/2014:  A major water main break in the Gravesville area of the Town of Norway leaves 

part of the Village of Herkimer without water.  Due to the remote location of the water main, it 

was three days before water could be used again.  1/6/14 6pm   

-1/17 /2014:  The Otsego County Conservation Association holds a forum in which four 
presenters determine there is not enough gas in the shale in Upstate New York to begin the 
hydrofracking process.  1:20 11pm 
 
-2/6/2014:  Mohawk Valley Water Authority officials explain the challenge of water main 
breaks from century old infrastructure which yield tens of thousands of gallons of water lost 
each year.  2:35 11pm 
 

-2/8/2014:   Governor Cuomo attends the initial training of the Citizens Preparedness Corps at 
SUNYIT in Marcy.  The Corps is especially significant here given the massive amounts of flooding 
in the past several years.  It’s a statewide initiative launched to train citizens how to help first 
responders in case of natural disasters.  1:05  6pm 

 

-3/11/2014: A public hearing is held at Union Station in Utica, about the possibility of high 

speed rail.  One facet under discussion was the effect on the environment with faster trains 

with lower emissions.  1:35 6pm   

-3/28/2014: Local vineyards may be eligible for Federal Disaster Aid due to the extended and 

brutally cold temperatures this winter…19 counties including Oneida are eligible.  :45 6pm 

 



 

Economic Concerns: 

- 1/2/2014: After more than a quarter-century in business, Toma’s, a popular Lebanese deli-

restaurant in East Utica closes its doors citing a sluggish economy and less liquid income for its 

customers to spend on going out to eat.    :55 Noon 

-1/21/2014: As part of Gov. Cuomo’s Budget Proposal,  Regional Economic Development 

Council’s will once again compete for tens of millions of dollars in State funding for various 

projects.  In the past three years, the Mohawk Valley Council has procured over $200 million for 

expansion and job creation projects.  

-2/4/2014: An update on the status drones(unmanned aircraft) being tested and built at the 

former Griffiss Air Force Base in Rome is presented to a local chamber of commerce.  This 

development could mean significant job creation.  2:15  6pm 

-2/17/2014: Remington Arms announces it is building new facility in Huntsville, AL that could 

hold up to 2000 workers.  What will this mean for the 1300 workers in the Ilion, NY plant? 

Remington officials have voiced displeasure with New York being a “gun-unfriendly” state.  2:05 

5pm.  

-3/18/2014:  Citing growing costs and declining tax base, voters in the Village of Bridgewater 

voted to dissolve the Village, while remaining part of the Town of Bridgewater. The Village 

Board will be eliminated.  2:05  11pm.   

-3/13/2014:  Employees of DFAS in Rome hear from union leaders about current status of the 

900+ jobs at the facility and what the future may hold if the US Army looks to control its own 

payroll processing.  On 3/24/2014, U.S. Senator Chuck Schumer visited the plant to tell workers 

that no immediate changes are planned in any DFAS operations, so the jobs are safe. 2:08 6pm 

and 11pm 

Political:   

-1/8/2014: Governor Cuomo delivers his annual State of the State  Address in Albany. He 

outlines the need for tax relief and retaining students in NYS after they graduate from college. 

Critics of the speech call it a pep rally speech kicking off Cuomo’s re-election campaign. 2:06 

6pm 

-1/24/2013:  Oneida Indian Nation Leader Ray Halbritter meets with the Asst. Secretary General 
for Human Rights at United Nations to argue the Washington Redskins nickname is racially 
insensitive and should be changed. :45 6pm 

 



-2/12/2014: Utica Mayor Robert Palmieri delivers his State of the City Address in which he says 

that the city “is on the rebound” with improved financial outlooks, crime on the decline, and 

cultural opportunities on the rise.  2:05 6pm 

-2/20/2014: Gov. Cuomo unveils a new program to educate the State Prison population.  Critics 

are calling it the College for Cons program and say it shows how “out of touch” the governor is 

with his constituents. Local college students bash the program saying they pay their way, why 

should someone in jail get a free pass. The program is now on hold.  1:48 5pm 

-3/5/2014: Westchester Co. Executive Rob Astorino announces he will challenge Gov. Andrew 

Cuomo in the upcoming gubernatorial election. Astorino says the state is “moving in the wrong 

direction” under Cuomo’s (Dem.) leadership.  1:05 Noon    

-3/26/2014: Local State Assemblywoman Claudia Tenney announced she will challenge 

incumbent Congressman Richard Hanna in the GOP Primary set for June 24th.  1:04  11pm   

   


