
WKTV COMMUNITY ISSUES 

OCTOBER 2015-DECEMBER 2015 

Education Issues: 

10/9/15: The U.S. Department of Education’s anti-bullying guidelines are seeing 
reduced rates of school bullying. AM and Noon  
 
10/26/15: NYS Board of Regents Chancellor Merryl Tisch said she will be stepping 
down at the end of current term. 5p and 6p 
 
11/7/15: Area school officials are saying more students across the state are 
expressing an interest in S.T.E.M. based education thanks to development of the 
Nano Technology building in Marcy, NY.  5p and 6p 
 
11/10/15: Martin Luther King Elementary School in Utica was classified by the 
state as a school “in need of improvement” in 2010 & “a priority school” in 2012, 
however things have changed with the state making recommendations to adjust 
the common core standards. AM and Noon 
 
11/24/15: In Rome, NY, there are talks of moving Strough Middle School Students 
to the current Rome Catholic building and moving Rome Catholic Elementary 
students to the former Saint Peter’s School. 5p and 6p 
 
12/10/15: One Boonville student earned a free ride to a college of his choice 

thanks to the United States Marine Corps. 10p and 11p. 

General Health/Medical Concerns: 

10/15/15: Richfield Springs Central School District has partnered with the Bassett 

Healthcare Network to open a center that offers services from a pediatrician, 

dental hygienist and social worker to students free of charge. 6p 

10/20/15: 376,000 adults are overweight or obese in the Utica-Rome and North 

Country Region and medical spending is estimated at $424,000,000. 10p and 11p 



10/20/15: Junk food being sold in “Big Box” and local supermarkets is being 

disguised and marketed as “Healthy” even though they are jam packed with 

artificial sweeteners. 10p and 11p 

11/23/15: Ensuring a safe Thanksgiving holiday when it comes to handling raw 

foods and how the dangers of salmonella are clear and present. 5p and 6p 

Continuing Weekly: “Moving Mondays” – A locally-produced series which teaches 

people with sedentary lifestyles low-impact exercises they can do in the comfort 

of their own homes. AM and Noon. 

Environmental Concerns: 

10/6/15: Deer are migrating in mass into the Village of Hamilton due to the lack of 

food in their natural habitat. 6p 

10/11/15: The state is offering $1.4 Million in grants for projects to reduce 

greenhouse gases from farms, these gases are affecting the environmental impact 

of agriculture. 10p and 11p 

11/17/15: DEC officials were monitoring an oil spill that occurred in two different 

Herkimer County waterways and originated from the Poland Central School 

District. 5p and 6p 

11/24/15: Twice as much trash is being sent to landfills as in years past including 

recycling at Oneida-Herkimer Solid Waste Authority. 5p and 6p 

12/15/15: Due to unusually warm weather this month there has been an 

overabundance of skunks in populated areas lately, local DEC officials give the 

reasoning why. 10p and 11p 

12/20/15: The DEC is seeking public input on the use of Big Bore Air Rifles for 

taking down big game animals. 6p 

Economic Concerns: 

10/27/15: The Mohawk Valley Economic District Inc. held an outreach meeting on 

the comprehensive economic strategy for the region. AM and Noon 



11/2/15: The Fitzpatrick nuclear power plant located in Upstate New York was in 

jeopardy of closing and taking with it up approximately 600 jobs affecting 

residents and businesses. 10p and 11p 

11/16/15: Utica’s mayor is showing huge support for the app-based sharing 

service “UBER”, and in depth report on how this affect traffic and the economic 

impact to the area. Noon, 5p and 6p 

12/1/15: State Senate Majority Leader John Flanagan came and toured the Utica 

Memorial Auditorium and its recent renovations after the state invested millions 

in to the facility. 5p and 6p 

12/4/15: The area’s quarterly jobs report was released and showed fewer jobs 

were added in November than years past. 10p and 11p 

12/10/15: The Regional Economic Development Council Awards: The Mohawk 

Valley netted 100.3 million dollars in award from the state as part of Governor 

Cuomo’s upstate revitalization initiative. Noon, 5, 6, 10 & 11p 

Political:   

11/2/15: One candidate for the Utica Common Council was accused of stalking his 

opponent by driving by her house and allegedly threatening to kill the opponent 

just one day before Election Day. 5p, 6p, 10p, 11p 

11/2/15: Many refugees who have become U.S. Citizens and settled in Utica had 

the opportunity to vote in an election for the first time. 5, 6, 10 & 11p 

11/3/15: Some voters in Rome accidentally filled out the wrong ballot sheet, 

inspectors opened up the wrong booklet of ballets for the 1st ward, district 4 of 

the city. 10p and 11p 

11/4/15: With only 48 votes separating the candidates for Rome Mayor, Jackie 

Izzo becomes the first female mayor in the city’s history. 5,6,10 and 11p 

11/10/15: A lot of discussion has taken place on the proposed Oneida County 

Budget for the 2016 fiscal year, a large group of residents consisting mostly of 

farmers need a 3% reduction in the tax levy to survive. 5p and 6p 



12/11/15: Residents in Marcy expressed concern for the benefits of the town 

board, when elected officials have served for more than 25 years and are 55 years 

or older, they are eligible for to receive health benefits for life. 10p and 11p 

 


