
WKTV COMMUNITY ISSUES
OCTOBER – DECEMBER 2019

The following issues were discussed on the indicated broadcasts of WKTV NEWSChannel 2’s local 
newscasts:

Education

10/9/19: As part of Fire Prevention Week, a local third-grader used his birthday money to buy smoke 
detectors for his classmates in honor of two young boys who were lost in a fire earlier this year. 1:05 
VO/SOT at noon. 

10/17/19: The Schenenvus and Worcester school districts have applied for a state grant that would 
allow them to study the potential effects of a merger. 1:15 VO/SOTs at 5:00p and 6:00p. 

11/13/19: The Cooperstown School District held a public meeting to inform the public of an upcoming 
capital project vote. 1:20 VO/SOT at 10:00p and 11:00p. 

11/14/19: The Whitesboro School District held a public ‘community night’ forum, and among the topics 
discussed were mental health, food allergies, vaping, safety and security, and the Every Students 
Succeeds Act. :45 VO/SOT at 10:00p and 11:00p. 

12/23/19: A group of 6th-grade students at John E. Joy Elementary school in Rome are getting their start 
in broadcasting early. 2:20 packages at 5:00p and 6:00p. 

Health/Medical

10/9/19: Rome Free Academy is trying to combat vaping among youth, and this year’s approach is 
prevention education. 1:25 packages at 5:00p and 6:00p

11/21/19: Groups gathered at Herkimer College to hold one of many Great American Smokeout events 
across the country, educating students on the dangers of smoking. :55 VO/SOT at 5:00p and 6:00p. 

11/26/19: Local health departments have reported 50 cases of the flu across Herkimer, Oneida and 
Otsego counties already this season. 1:10 VO/SOT at noon. 

12/4/19: The Oneida County Opioid Task Force is taking new steps to combat opioid addictions. 2:10 
packages at 5:00p and 6:00p. 

12/12/19: Mohawk Valley Health System held a ceremonial groundbreaking for the new downtown 
Utica hospital development project. 2:00 live shots/packages at noon, 5:00p, and 6:00p.

12/21/19: President Donald Trump signed a sweeping spending bill into law, including a measure that 
prohibits the sale of tobacco products to anyone under the age of 21. :30 VO at 5:00p and 6:00p.

Environment



10/1/19: After purchasing the former Duofold building in March, the village of Ilion is now working 
toward developing the property. Before moving forward, the Spruce Street building needs to be 
considered environmentally clean. 1:00 VO/SOT at 5:00p and 6:00p. 

10/31/19: Live breaking coverage of the Halloween night floods in our 10:00 and 11:00 p.m. newscasts. 
Reports on road closures, states of emergency, and travel advisories, in addition to up-to-the-minute 
weather forecasts. 

11/1/19: Extensive live follow-up coverage of the Halloween flooding in our noon, 5:00 and 6:00 
newscasts. Updated reports on road closures, interviews with local officials and affected residents, 
information on flood assistance, and flood relief efforts. 

12/9/19: The opportunity to develop Brownfield Opportunity Areas became available after Rome 
received a $10 million Downtown Revitalization Initiative grant from New York State last year. 1:05 
VO/SOT at 10:00p and 11:00p.

12/27/19: The State Supreme Court in Albany is advancing the case against the Mohawk Valley Health 
System downtown hospital SEQR (environmental review) process with a decision to grant or deny 
several motions in the case. 2:40 packages at 5:00p and 6:00p.

Economy

10/10/19: A proposed resolution to re-endorse the grant application for the Kelberman Center 
apartment complex project is still under consideration after a Utica Common Council meeting. 2:20 
packages at 10:00p and 11:00p.

10/18/19: The Oneida County Industrial Development Agency has approved tax exemptions for Cree 
Inc., the company planning to build a manufacturing facility in Marcy. 1:00 VO/SOT at 5:00p and 6:00p. 

11/12/19: The City of Utica will receive $10 million as part of the state’s Downtown Revitalization 
Initiative. Live shot of the announcement at noon, 1:10 VO/SOT at 5:00p and 6:00p. 

11/25/19: Congressman Anthony Brindisi, a member of the House Armed Services Committee, held a 
roundtable discussion with local political and defense sector to discuss the potential economic impact of 
defense spending on Griffiss Park and the City of Rome. 1:05 VO/SOT at 5:00p and 6:00p.

12/12/19: The Great American Irish Festival will have a new home in 2020 as it permanently relocates to 
the Irish Cultural Center after 16 years at the Herkimer County Fairgrounds. Interviews with local 
officials and festival organizers on the potential economic impact of the venue change. 2:40 packages at 
5:00p and 6:00p. 

Politics

10/4/19: The Herkimer County District Attorney says the state’s new criminal justice reform laws will put 
the public’s safety at risk. 1:55 packages at 5:00p and 6:00p. 



10/4/19 – 10/11/19: Sit-down interviews with the candidates for Oneida County Executive, Utica mayor, 
and Rome mayor ahead of Election Day. Approximately 5:00 per interview. 

11/5/19: Extensive live election night coverage, with live reports previewing and recapping the Utica 
mayor, Rome mayor, Oneida County Executive, and Utica Common Council president races. 

12/3/19: The Oneida County Sheriff says a new state criminal justice reform law means fewer inmates 
will be housed at the county jail. 2:40 packages at 5:00p and 6:00p. 

12/17/19: Congressman Anthony Brindisi says he will vote ‘yes’ to impeach President Donald Trump. 
2:30 packages at 5:00p and 6:00p. 


