
WKTV COMMUNITY ISSUES
APRIL – JUNE 2018

The following issues were discussed on the indicated broadcasts of WKTV NEWSChannel 2’s 
local newscasts:

Education Issues:

4/17/18: The number of school resource officers in New York State has dropped in recent years, 
but there's an effort to bring armed officers into schools in Otsego County. 2:00 packages at 5:00 
and 6:00. 

5/15/18: Live coverage and results of local school board and school budget elections. 

6/12/18: The State estimates there are thousands of illegal school bus passes every day. New 
legislation aims to install cameras on school buses, prosecute offenders, and cut down on the 
number of offenses. 2:50 packages at 5:00 and 6:00. 

6/20/18: A teacher and a teacher's assistant at Joy Elementary school in Rome are charged with 
misdemeanors for an incident allegedly involving excessive discipline against three special needs 
elementary students. 2:10 packages at 5:00 and 6:00. 

6/21/18: Utica College has been awarded an accreditation of its business programs, and it’s a 
certification that the college has been working on for the last three years. 1:00 VO/SOT at 5:00 
and 6:00. 

6/22 and 6/23/18: Coverage of several high school graduation ceremonies throughout our 
viewing area. VOs and VO/SOTs of varying lengths.

Health/Medical Concerns:

4/13/18: The Oneida County Sheriff’s Office and Madison County Sheriff’s Office have teamed 
up to create a joint Drug Task Force. :50 VO/SOT at 5:00 and 6:00. 

5/4/18: An annual mock mass-casualty disaster drill at the St. Elizabeth College of Nursing 
prepares nurses and doctors for a real-life situation. 2:15 packages at 5:00 and 6:00. 

5/12/18: Spirit Dogs Farm in Frankfort invites veterans to experience equine therapy. :50 
VO/SOT at 5:00 and 6:00. 

5/17/18: The Utica Common Council has agreed to sell five city-owned lots and buildings to the 
Mohawk Valley Health System to make way for the new downtown Utica hospital. :55 VO/SOT 
at 5:00 and 6:00. 



6/19/18: The Oneida County Jail is set to receive $200,000 to help fund substance use disorder 
treatment and transition services. :50 VO/SOT at 5:00 and 6:00. 

6/21/18: The Masonic Medical Research Institute is celebrating its 60th birthday, and the 
unveiling of its second- and third-floor upgrades. :55 VO/SOT at 12:00.

Environmental Concerns:

4/12/18: The New York State Department of Health council approved the Certificate of Need 
required to build the new downtown hospital. Their approval won't be finalized until the State 
Environmental Quality Review process is completed and all of the property is acquired. 1:55 
package at 10:00 and 11:00. 

4/21/18: Utica residents take part in a city-wide cleanup effort as part of Earth Day festivities. 
2:20 package at 6:00. 

4/24/18: Governor Andrew Cuomo is pushing for a ban on single-use plastic bags throughout the 
state. He says his goal is to eliminate plastic waste in the environment from the bags. 2:20 
packages at 5:00 and 6:00. 

4/27/18: The City of Oneonta hosted their annual Arbor Day celebration at the Historic Swart-
Wilcox Park. Students from Riverside Elementary joined in on the fun by planting a white birch 
tree early Friday morning. 1:00 VO/SOT at 5:00 and 6:00. 

5/22/18: China has stopped accepting some recyclables from the United States, and that’s 
trickling down to a rate increase for solid waste authorities across the country – but not here in 
Central New York. 2:20 packages at 5:00 and 6:00. 

Economic Concerns:

4/6/18: The New Hartford Shopping Center has been around since 1955 - but now there's some 
uncertainty about its future, and some tenants are concerned. 2:20 packages at 5:00 and 6:00.

4/11/18: The City of Utica and Oneida County will both take part in the eminent domain process 
for properties located within the new downtown hospital footprint whose owners refuse to sell. 
3:00 packages at 5:00 and 6:00. 

5/11/18: Long-time Central New York business Feher Rubbish Removal appears to have 
vanished without a trace, leaving thousands of customers in central and northern New York with 
full bins, looking for new haulers. 2:25 packages at 5:00 and 6:00. 

5/24/18: Congresswoman Tenney and Assemblyman Brindisi respond to President Trump 
signing a new law rolling back some of the bank regulations put in place after the 2007-08 
recession. 3:05 packages at 10:00 and 11:00. 



5/30/18: The Defense Finance and Accounting Services office in Rome is finding itself in the 
middle of a budget and jobs debate between rivals for the 22nd Congressional District seat. 2:00 
packages at 5:00 and 6:00. 

6/13/18: Sports fans and the entire city of Utica are buzzing about the announcement that a new 
professional indoor soccer team will call the Adirondack Bank Center home. 1:50 packages 
10:00 and 11:00. 

Political:  

4/8/18: State Assemblyman and Congressional Candidate Anthony Brindisi hosted a town hall-
style meeting at Colgate University. 1:30 package at 6:00. 

4/19/18: An undocumented migrant farm employee was detained by U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement officers at the Rome farm where he worked. Local and state elected 
officials reacted. 2:45 package at 10:00 and 11:00. 

5/4/18: Congresswoman Claudia Tenney called out her congressional opponent, Anthony 
Brindisi, for accepting contributions for his campaign from Nancy Pelosi. Tenney said Brindisi 
doesn't support Pelosi and believes he shouldn't be accepting money. 1:30 packages at 5:00 and 
6:00. 

6/10/18: Libertarian candidate for governor Larry Sharpe visited Utica and spoke about his 
position on eminent domain. 2:30 package at 6:00. 

6/19/18: Vice President Mike Pence visited nearby Syracuse to campaign for Rep. John Katko 
and speak about the Trump administration’s economic policies. 2:21 packages at 5:00 and 6:00. 

6/19/18: Live coverage and reaction to the Ilion and Herkimer mayoral elections. Live shots at 
5:00 and 6:00, packages at 10:00 and 11:00. 

6/26/18: Live coverage and results of the primaries for the 19th and 21st Congressional Districts. 
Live shots at 5:00 and 6:00, packages at 10:00 and 11:00.  


