
WKTV COMMUNITY ISSUES- OCT 2013-DEC. 2013 

Education Issues: 

-10/1/2013:  State Lawmakers hold public hearing regarding new Common Core standards and 

the implementation of same.  1:30, 5pm   

-10/24/2013:  Utica School Officials discuss whether to lengthen school day to apply for special 

grant funding.   2:28 6pm  

-11/7/2013: St. Johnsville-Oppenheim-Ephratah School Supt. Placed on administrative leave 

until further notice by district Board of Education.  Students protest board’s decision. 1:05 5pm 

 -11//2013  

-12/10/2013  Residents in Hamilton reject a merger proposal with the Morrisville-Eaton School 

District that would have combined two districts into one.  

-12/10/2013  Students at Frankfort-Schuyler get a boost from a regional manufacturer to 

replace equipment in the Engineering classroom that was damaged by a fire earlier in the 

school year.  

 

 

General Health/Medical Concerns: 

-10/1/2013:  Two local agencies are chosen as “navigators” to assist New Yorkers file for health 

insurance under the NY Health Exchange, as part of the Affordable Healthcare Act.  1:45, 6pm 

-10/28/2013  We take a look at how breast ultrasounds are used to get a clearer look at all  

areas of the breast when detecting presence of breast cancer. 1:45 5pm 

-11/7/2013:  While olive oil has numerous health benefits, certain precautions need to be taken 

(don’t cook at too high a temperature, store it properly, use it within 3 months when opened) 

to avoid potential illness issues. 2:15 11pm 

-11/19/13:  Little Falls woman looking to get local support for Obama Administration initiative 

to provide funding for schools to stock epinephrine for kids with allergies. 1:45 5pm 

 -12/16/2013: FDA announces that it doubts that antibacterial soap may not be any more 

effective in killing germs that traditional soap. 1:38 5pm  



 -12/23/2013: Two days before Christmas, we show some of the more hazardous toys to be on 

the lookout for.  Hazards include lead paint and easy access to batteries and small parts. 1:38 

5pm 

 

Environmental Concerns: 

-10/17/2013 The South Lewis Central School district shows off its bio-energy facility that heats 

the school buildings using wood chips and saving the district money.  2:08 6pm 

-10/28/2013  New York is one of 8 states pledging to add more conveniences and incentives for 
the drivers of electric vehicles. :45 Noon 
 

-11/20/13   A new project dubbed Rome H-2-O will use $8.5 million to provide a reliable, clean, 
and sustainable water supply to West Rome residents and business…predominantly through 
water line and sewer enhancements and updgrades.  :53 5pm   
 

-12/16/2013: Gov. Cuomo announces he may have a decision on whether or not to allow 

Hydrofracking in the State by Nov. of 2014.  Cuomo says he’s examining new health studies 

before making a decision.  :45 Noon.  

-12/26/2013: Oneida-Herkimer Solid Waste Authority officials demonstrate for viewers what 

can and cannot be recycled and thrown in the trash from Christmas celebrations (i.e. wrapping 

paper, glossy cardboard vs. corrugated cardboard, Christmas Trees 1:06 5pm  

 

 

Economic Concerns: 

- 10/2/2013:   Oneida County’s operating budget released to the public including no property 

tax increase after  two straight years with hikes over 2%. 1:45 Noon 

-10/23/2013  The Utica Comets AHL Hockey team has its home opener, another step in 

revitalizing the Gateway District of North Utica with new restaurants and even new hotels. 2:10 

6PM. 

-11/18/2013  Sherrill Manufacturing emerges from bankruptcy paying off $4 million to its 

creditors.  The flatware now has 20 employees with hopes of expanding soon.  :45 Noon 



-11/29/2013 Local chambers of commerce encourage viewers to take part in Small Business 

Saturday when taking care of holiday shopping.  Shoppers are encouraged to shop at local, 

family owned business as a way to keep those businesses financially sound.  :51 5pm 

-12/11/2013: A new developer has purchased the former Beech Nut facility in Canajoharie.  

30% of the building will be demolished; the rest will be used for light manufacturing and 

shipping.   :45 Noon  

-12/12/2013:  Mohawk Valley Region is awarded $82.4 Million to support 76 different 

economic development projects in six counties. 2:10 6pm 

Political:   

-10/7/2013:  Employees at DFAS and EADS, two military installations in Rome,  furloughed since 

last week’s Federal Government shutdown, will be heading back to work after legislation is 

passed.  :45, Noon 

-10/15/2013 : Voters in the Village of Richfield Springs vote NOT to dissolve the Village and 

become part of the Town of Richfield.  A grass roots political campaign had been started to look 

into dissolution and eventually got the measure put on the ballot.  1:45 11pm 

-11/7/2013: US Sen. Chuck Schumer meets with veterans in Herkimer Co. to discuss several 

federal tax breaks they’re eligible for but may not be aware of.  :55 6pm   

-11/20/2013: A new proposal is put forth that would form a town-wide fire department in 

Trenton, in response to the Prospect Vol. Fire Company being dissolved by voters back in 

September.  1:56  6pm 

-12/02/2013:  Oneida Co. Legislator proposes legislation to increase punishment for failure to 

report missing child as early as possible.  This is in response to infant who was missing for two 

weeks before authorities were notified.  1:57 6pm 

-12/30/2013  Federal Govt. chooses former Griffiss Air Force base as site for unmanned aircraft 

testing, research and development. Local officials applaud job creation potential, but some 

local residents voice privacy concerns.  1:15  5pm  

   


