
WKTV COMMUNITY ISSUES 

JULY 2015-SEPTEMBER 2015 

Education Issues: 

7/23/15: The St. Elizabeth College of Nursing is on a list of institutions that need 
"Additional oversight and cash management". 5p 
 
8/13/15: State education department releases standardized test scores and opt-
out rates by county and school district. 5p and 6p 
 
9/4/15: Local educators and elected officials discuss the creation of a state 
commission to review the Common Core. 5p and 6p 
 
9/8/15: All students, no matter the income level, will get free lunches at Central 
Valley Academy for the 2015-16 school year. 5p and 6p. 
 
9/15/15: Utica College announces a plan to decrease tuition in an era of ever-
increasing higher education costs. 5p and 6p 
 
9/18/15: Local educators react to proposed changes to the Common Core, 

including shorter standardized tests. 5p and 6p. 

9/21/15: Rome school officials take us on a tour of the much-needed renovation 

work taking place at Strough Middle School and Joy Elementary School. 5p and 6p 

General Health/Medical Concerns: 

8/13/15: Military veterans and their guests take part in a rehabilitation program 

involving horseback riding on a Sauquoit farm. 5p 

8/22/15: Supporters and protesters gathered outside of the Planned Parenthood 

in Utica to take up both sides of the federal funding debate. 6p 

9/22/15: The proposed location of the new Mohawk Valley Health System 

hospital is announced. Interview with the CEO of MVHS about what went into the 

decision. 5p and 6p 



9/23/15: Follow-up to the downtown hospital story. What does this new location 

mean for patient services? 5p and 6p 

Weekly: “Moving Mondays” – A locally-produced series which teaches people 

with sedentary lifestyles low-impact exercises they can do in the comfort of their 

own homes. AM and noon. 

Environmental Concerns: 

7/2/15: Farmers tell WKTV that despite low rainfall for the time of year, crops are 

not in danger. 5p and 6p 

7/24/15: Residents who own property around Hinckley Reservoir are upset with 

the Canal Corporation for not giving them proper notice before the lake’s water 

levels were lowered. 5p and 6p 

8/26/15: Hamilton College students started a “Cram and Scram” flea market-style 

event in the hopes of getting students to buy and sell used furniture and other 

items instead of simply throwing them away. 10p and 11p 

9/14/15: Live interview with guest from Oneida-Herkimer Solid Waste Authority 

discussing rules on what is and is not accepted at the local recycling plant. 5p 

9/15/15: Two counties in New York State are proposing a ban on microbeads, tiny 

plastic particles found in personal hygiene products. How are local municipalities 

dealing with this issue? 5p and 6p 

9/24/15: City of Utica cracks down on green waste pickup practices, announcing 

potential fines for those who violate the regulations. 5p and 6p 

Economic Concerns: 

7/9/15: Two small-town newspapers, the Little Falls Times and Herkimer 

Telegram, merge under common ownership after more than 100 years of 

independence. 5p and 6p 



7/22/15: Baseball Hall of Fame Induction Weekend draws tens of thousands of 

tourists to Cooperstown. How much do local businesses benefit from this huge 

influx of out-of-town cash? 5p and 6p 

7/31/15: Sangertown Square mall celebrated its 30 year anniversary in an era 

where not every storefront is occupied, and major retailers are pulling out. What 

do the mall’s owners have planned to get the building back on track? 5p and 6p 

8/13/15: Heidelberg Bread became the first business to break ground on a new 

business park in Frankfort. 5p and 6p 

8/20/15: As part of Governor Cuomo’s “Capital for a Day” series, the governor 

announces more than 1,000 new jobs are coming to the region as part of the 

“Nano Utica” project. Noon, 5p, 6p 

9/17/15: Downtown Utica revitalization. New upscale restaurant called “Ocean 

Blue” opens in an older building that was recently renovated. 5p and 6p 

9/22/15: Downtown Utica business owners react to the news that the new $600 

million hospital will be constructed in their neighborhood, possibly displacing 

some of those very businesses. 10 and 11 

Political:   

8/16/15: Residents in Whitesboro, Oriskany, and Whitestown went to the polls to 

decide if they wanted to merge their fire departments into a new “Whitestown 

Fire District”. The proposition failed. 5p, 6p, 10p, 11p 

8/20/15: Governor Cuomo and state officials come to Utica for his “Capital for a 

Day” series. Officials tour several local businesses and government agencies. 

Noon, 5p, 6p 

9/2/15: Rome mayoral candidates take part in a public debate prior to the 

primary elections. 10p and 11p 

9/10/15: Herkimer County Sheriff candidates discuss the proposed new county 

jail, perhaps the most divisive issue in the election. 6p 



9/10/15: Primary election coverage. Previews at noon and 5-6p, results at 10 and 

11p 

9/11/15: A candidate for Utica Mayor, Ernest Sanita, challenges the results of the 

primary election, citing absentee ballots yet to be counted. 5p and 6p 

9/14/15: Utica mayoral candidates gather at Notre Dame Elementary School to 

take part in a community forum. 10p and 11p 

 


