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The following issues were discussed on the indicated broadcasts of WKTV 

NEWSChannel 2’s local newscasts: 

Education Issues: 

7/15/16: Helping inner city youth complete college is a major challenge, a group 
called “One on Point” is aimed at tackling that problem. MVCC hosted a 
conference of more than 100 education professionals and students to form 
strategies and a plan of action to overcome challenges facing students. :50 
segment; 5p, 6p, 10p and 11p  
 
7/21/16: The State Attorney General settled the second of two (2) lawsuits 
involving older refugee students in the Utica School District alleging the district 
did not provide educational services to all students and denied enrollment to 
Syrian refugee’s resettling in the area. 1:50 segment; 6p, 10p and 11p 
 
8/3/16: The Cybersecurity program at Mohawk Valley Community College earned 
top honor from the National Security Administration the same day they dedicated 
their new lab on campus with representatives from Congressman Richard Hanna’s 
office (R-22nd Congressional District) as well as the Department of Homeland 
Security. 2:00 segment; 5p, 6p, 10p and 11p 
 
8/18/16: Public Schools and Charter Schools have been mandated by New York 
State to post the child abuse hotline numbers in a plain and visible area where 
students can access it, what does this mean for the Utica City School District as 
well as surrounding districts? :50 segment; AM, Noon, 5p and 6p 
 
8/30/16: Officials at Herkimer-Fulton-Hamilton-Otsego BOCES updated their 
emergency response plans by hosting a meeting of area Principals and 
Superintendents to discuss new state guidelines requiring eight (8) fire drills and 
four (4) lockdown drills per year. 1:50 segment; Noon, 5p, 6p, 10p and 11p 
 



General Health/Medical Concerns: 

7/7/16: As summer time temperatures rise, so do the dangers on local 

playgrounds. Also the clothes a child wears are just as important. Playground 

equipment absorbs heat from the sun and children can get burned, also they 

need to wear appropriate clothing to avoid dangerous UV exposure as well as 

preventing sunburns. 1:50 segment; Noon, 5p :50 segment; 6p, 10p and 11p 

7/15/16: A new national report suggests that that soda is linked to increased risks 

of Gallbladder cancer along with rotting teeth and causing other medical 

problems associated with sugary drinks. :25 segment; AM and Noon 

8/5/16: A new study from the University of Michigan suggests that kids who 

participate in sports are less likely to abuse prescription opioid painkillers, so we 

checked in with local substance abuse programs to see the numbers and age 

ranges of 16-24 year olds seeking help. 1:50 segment; 10p and 11p 

8/18/16: The towns of Trenton and Waterville in coordination with the Oneida 

County Sheriff’s Department and the Center for Family life and Recovery installed 

new “MedRX Return Units” in different locations allowing people to properly 

dispose of expired or unwanted medications properly and keeping them out of 

the hands of abusers and children. :50 segment; 5p, 6p, 10p and 11p 

Continuing Weekly: “Moving Mondays” – A locally-produced series which teaches 

people with sedentary lifestyles low-impact exercises they can do in the comfort 

of their own homes. 2:00 segment; AM 

Environmental Concerns: 

7/15/16: Students in several school districts throughout the area teamed up with 

the Department of Environmental Conservation to learn about area waterways 

and forest preserves in an effort to conserve and preserve our areas natural 

beauty. :50 segment; 5p, 6p, 10p and 11p 

8/7/16: The “Friends of Roger” and Cornell Cooperative Extension hosted a ‘Float 
Fishing Trip’ that was suitable for both beginners and experienced kayakers. The 
Department of Environmental Conservation joined the fishermen and 



fisherwomen to teach people the proper methods and the importance of the 
state’s catch and release program to sustain fish populations throughout the 
state. :50 segment; 5p, 6p, 10p and 11p 
 
8/20/16: Annual Conservation Day was held at Delta Lake State Park in Rome, 

sixth grade students from all over Oneida County came together to learn about 

the environment and learn safe hunting techniques. :50 segment; 6p and 11p 

9/23/16: Bow hunting season is slated to begin in October and State 

Environmental Officers say they expect hunters to encounter more deer this year 

than in years past and the state is asking hunters to participate in tracking deer by 

using a “Bowhunter Sighting” log. :25 Segment; 5p, 10p and 11p 

 

Economic Concerns: 

7/19/16: The City of Oneonta was given a big cash infusion; a $10 Million grant to 

revitalize its downtown region as part of a statewide initiative. 2:00 segment; 5p, 

6p, 10 and 11p 

7/25/16: The Uptown Theater in Utica was to be put up for auction to pay the 

nearly $405 Thousand in back taxes owed to the city. So what does that mean for 

taxpayers, a potential new owner or the current owner should it not sell at 

auction. :50 segment; 10p and 11p 

8/5/16: The former City Hall building in Rome has been converted to posh luxery 

apartments. What does this mean for the revitalization of the downtown area? 

2:30 segment; 5p, 6p, 10p and 11p 

8/28/16: Macy’s Department Stores announced they would be closing 100 

locations and the local store at Sangertown Square Mall in Utica is on that closing 

list. Local jobs are being lost. Will a new store come into the soon-to-be vacant 

property? :50 segment; Noon, 5p, 6p, 10 and 11p 

9/14/16: Griffiss International Airport in Rome was awarded $2.8 Million by the 

FAA for use by building a new snow removal building. State Senators Charles 



Schumer and Kirsten Gillibrand were on hand to announce the money being 

awarded. :45 segment; AM, Noon, 5p and 6p 

Political:   

7/11/16: Local Political Science Professor and Political Correspondent Luke Perry 

was at the Republican National Convention in Cleveland providing a detailed 

recount of what happened throughout the day.  2:00 segment; 5p, 6p, 10p, 11p 

7/18/16: Local Political Science Professor and Political Correspondent Luke Perry 

was at the Democratic National Convention in Philadelphia providing a detailed 

recount of what happened throughout the day.  2:00 segment; 5p, 6p, 10p, 11p 

8/6/16: Local supporters of Presidential Candidate Donald Trump took to the 

streets to show their support by holding a “Pro Trump Rally” outside 

Congressman Richard Hanna’s (R-22nd Congressional District) office. :45 segment; 

10p and 11p 

8/25/16 19th Congressional District Candidate John Faso was endorsed by the 

National Federation of Independent Businesses. :45 segment; 10p and 11p 

9/2/16: With the threat of our nations election system getting hacked by 

cyberterrorists we wondered how safe our local Board of Elections is in Oneida 

County… we spoke with a cybersecurity expert as well as the head of the B.O.E. 

:50 segment; Noon and 2:30 segment; 5p, 6p and 11p 


